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Geraldglancedatthemfromsideways.Itseemedasthoughtheirpowerwasnottobeunderestimated.

Swish!Swash!Swoosh!

Threesilverkunaiwerethrownoutandhitthetree.

Oneachofthesilverkunai,therewerecarvingsofsevenskulls,makingthemlookrathercreepy.

Thethreerobbersfroze,andtheirfacesshowedgreathorrorimmediatelyafter.

“What?It’sactuallytheSevenDeadlyLordsoftheEarthCapital!”

Rightaftertheyrealizedwhotheywere,thethreerobbersimmediatelykneltandkowtowedtothem.

“SevenLords,wedidnotknowyouwouldbecominghere.We’reverysorrytohavedisturbedyou.We

shallleaverightawayanddisappearsevenmilesaway!”

TheybowedtotheSevenDeadlyLords.NotwaitingforthereplyfromtheLords,theydisappearedwith

lightningspeedaftercastingahatefullookatGerald.

Ontheotherhand,Geraldsimplyignoredthem.

Afterglancingatthem,heloweredhisheadandcontinuedeating.

ThosefewpeopleglancedatGeraldcoldlywithahintofkillingintentintheireyes.However,Geraldwas

clearlynottheonetheyweretargeting.

So,insteadofmessingwithGerald,theysimplysatdownandclosedtheireyes,asifwaitingfor

something.



Justasexpected,afterawhile,thesoundoffastfootstepswasheard.Itwasalady,andshewasrunning

withoutpacing,almostasthoughshewasbeinghuntedbysomeone.

Whentheladysawthesevenpeoplesittingonthepathinfrontofher,shestoppedrunning,andher

eyeswereimmediatelyfilledwithdespair.

Soon,thepeoplewhowerechasingherfrombehindalsocaughtupwithher.

Amongthepeople,theleaderwasayoungmanwearingarobe.

“Hahaha!MissNoriZahn,justyourun!Comeon,whyareyounotrunninganymore?”

Amaninalongrobesmirkedwithhishandsbehindhisbackashespoke.

“ZarekMackowski,yourfamilykilledmyfamily.Iwillsurelygetmyrevenge!”

TheladycalledNoriZahnhadaflashofdeterminationinhereyesasshesaidthat.

“Great.Ishallwaitforyoutodojustthat.TheonlythingisthatIguesswewillhavetosolvethematters

betweenthetwoofusinbed.Whatdoyouthink?Whydon’tyoucomebackwithme,andwewillhave

afiercethreehundredroundsofbattleinbeduntiloneofusisdrained?Howdoesthatsound?Hahaha!”

Thisobsceneremarkmadeeveryoneinthescenebarkwithlaughter.

“Howimpudent!”

NoriZahnraisedherhandsandwantedtofightback.ThisladyshouldbeaFive-RankMasteralready,

buttoZarekMackowski,shewassimplytooweak.Therefore,onepunchwassufficientforhimtomake

herfallonthegroundoncemore.



Coincidentally,shefellsomewherenearGerald,whowasnotfarawayfromthem.

Shegatheredallherstrengthandgotonherfeet.Lookingatthepeopleonbothsideswhowereclosing

inonher,sheturnedtoGeraldwithapitifullook.

“Mister,couldyousaveme?”saidNori.

However,Geraldsimplykeptoneatinganddidnotspeak.

“ItturnsoutyouarealsoalackeyoftheMackowskifamily!”

Noriwascompletelyindespairnow.

“IknownothingabouttheMackowskifamily.Iamonlyhereformypersonalmatters.WhyshouldIhelp

youwithoutanyreason?”

Geraldhadnoideaaboutthegrudgesbetweenthetwofamilies,sohewasnotwillingtogethimself

intohotwater.

FromthewayGeraldspokeandhiscalmnessdespitethesituationhewasin,Noriknewhewasnotjust

anycommoner.

“Ibegyou.TheMackowskifamilyhaskilledmyfamily.Iwasbarelyabletoescape,andImusttake

revenge.Aslongasyousavemetoday,Iwillbewillingtodoanythingforyou.Iwillobeyallyourorders!”

Norigroundherteethandbeggedwithtears.

“No,Ican’t.Therearetwoverypowerfulmenamongthem.Idon’twanttoburdenmyselfanyfurther!”

Geraldshookhishead.



“You!”

Norinearlyfaintedoutofangerwhensheheardthis.

Shewasnowinalifeanddeathsituation,butlookatthisman!Shetrulywantedtosaythathewasan

evilman,butonthecontrary,helookedlikeagentleman.However,shecouldnotsaythathewasakind

maneitherbecauseeventhoughshewaspleadingsohard,hewasjustthinkingabouthisowninterests.

Moreimportantly,althoughhestilllookedveryyoung,hehadastrongaurawhichconvincedherthathe

wasverypowerful.

Therefore,shepinnedallofherhopesonthisman.

“MissZahn,stopstrugglingalready.Don’tmakemehurtyou.Hahaha!”

ZarekMackowskicameoverwithawickedsmile.

“Wait,ZarekMackowski.Youmustbeblind.Can’tyouseethatmyfiancéishere?!”

Noribitherlipsandshouted,herfingerpointingtowardGerald.
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“Fiancé?”

OfcourseGeraldknewwhattheladycalledNoriZahnwastryingtoplay.

Atthesametime,hewasannoyedbyherwords.

Perhapsshedidn’trealizewhattroublesherwordswouldbringhim.



Becausenow,Zarekandhisgangwerealreadylookingathimdifferently.

“Fiancé?Howinteresting.Heykid,whichfamilyinEarthCapitaldoyoucomefrom?”

Zareklaughedcoldly.

AsforNori,shebitherlipsandrantohidebehindGeraldimmediately.

Intruth,itcouldbeeasilyseenthatshewasaverystrong-willedgirl.Shewouldonlydothisnow

becauseshehadnootherchoice.

Still,theonlythingthatshecouldnotbesureofwaswhetherthisyoungmancouldwinagainstthe

SevenDeadlyLordsandtheMackowskis.Anyhow,shewouldnotletasinglechanceofsurvivalslip

throughherhands.

“I’lldependonyounow!”

NorilookedatGeraldandwhisperedtoherself.

Butoutofherexpectation,Geraldsmiledhelplesslyather.

“Idon’tbelongtoanyfamily.Besides,Iamnotthefiancéofthislady.Wedonotknoweachother.Iam

justapasserby.Mr.Mackowski,youcanignoremecompletely.Ifyouhaveanygrudgewiththislady,

youcanjustdowhateveryouwant!”

Whywouldhelethimselfbeusedbysomeoneelseforherbenefitssoeasily?Howabsurd!

“Crap…”

Noriopenedhereyeswideindisbelief.



Sheneverexpectedthatthisseeminglymodestgentlemanwouldbesocold-hearted.

Shewasinstantlyrenderedspeechless,especiallywhenGeraldwalkedawaywithhishandsathisback

aftersayingsuchthings.

‘OhmyGod,istheretrulysuchapersoninthisworld?!I,NoriZahn,amsoblind!’

“Hahaha!NoriZahn,didyouhearhim?You,theyoungladyoftheZahnfamily,wereactuallyrefusedby

someoneelse!Besides,didyouthinkitwouldbesoeasytofoolme?”

Zareklaughedoutloud,holdinghisstomach.

“TheMackowskifamilyisactingsoruthlesslyjustbecauseyouwantedtogetthePrimocorose!Nowthat

youhavealreadygottenthemapthatshowsthemechanismofthetrapsinUnderworldValleyfromthe

Zahnfamily,mustyoukillusall?!”

Noriclenchedherfistsandspoke,hereyesfilledwithtears.

“Ofcourse,tome,youandthemapareequallyimportant.Youmaybemoreimportantthanthemap,

sincehavingyouismuchmoreexciting!Listen,SevenDeadlyLords!Youshouldstepasidefornow,

becauseIcannolongerholdinthefireinmyheart!Iwanttof*ckthisgirlrightnow!Withoutmyorder,

don’tcomehere!”

Ashetookoffhisclothes,Zareklaughedlewdly.

AssoonastheSevenDeadlyLordsheardhiswords,theyretreatedimmediatelyastheyalreadyknewhis

madness.

“Youshamelessb*stard!Sonofab*tch!”

Noricriedoutingreatdespair.



Shesecretlytookoutashortdaggerinherhand.

Shehaddecidedtoendherlifeatanytime.

NowthattheZahnfamilyhadperished,shehadtopreservethelastbitofdignityofherfamily.

Itwasbettertodiethantobehumiliated.

“Hahaha!Baby,I’mcoming!”

ZarekhadfinishedtakingoffhistopandpouncedtowardNoriimmediately.

Slap!

JustasZarekpouncedonNoriandNoriclosedhereyes,readytostabherselfwiththedagger,aslapping

soundwasheard.

AhandwasclaspingZarek’sshoulder.

Noriopenedhereyes.Itwastheyoungmanwhohadleftjustnow.Hehadactuallycomeback!

Withoutthemrealizingit,hewasalreadystandingbehindZarek.

“D*mnit,youbrat!Areyouaskingfordeath?!Areyoutryingtoplayaherotosavethebeauty?Doyou

knowwhatpriceyouaregoingtopay?!”

Zarekwasenraged,andhisfaceshowedhisintentiontokill.



Geraldsaidcalmly.“Justnow,IheardyoutalkingaboutthemapofUnderworldValley.Ireckonit’sthe

keytogetthePrimocorose.AmIright?”

“B*stard!Youaremerelyanobody.HowdareyoudreamofobtainingthePrimocorose!Youarejust

askingforyourdeath!”Zarekroaredinanger.

HeraisedhisfistandaimeditatGerald’sface.

Slap!

GeraldknockedZarekoutwithjustoneslap.

Whatajoke.ThisZarekMackowskiwasjustaOne-rankChakraKingatmost,itwassimplytooeasyfor

Geraldtobeathim.

“What?!”

ZarekcoveredhischeekwithhishandandlookedatGeraldindisbelief.Hedidnotexpectthismantobe

sopowerful.
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“I’maskingyouaquestion.Answerme!”saidGerald.

“That’sright.ThemapthatshowsthemechanismsofthetrapsinUnderworldValleyisthekeytofind

thePrimocorose.Butthethingis,IsnatcheditfromtheZahnfamily.Sonow,itbelongstothe

Mackowskifamily.Brother,don’ttellmeyouhaven’theardaboutmyfamily?”

NowthatZakerknewthathewasnomatchforhimandhadnoideawheretheSevenDeadlyLordswere,

hecouldonlyactsubmissively.

“NowonderthefogwassothickeverytimeIwenttoUnderworldValleyfollowingthemap.LookslikeI

guesseditcorrectly.Thereareindeedspecialtrapsinthevalley.”



Geraldfinallyfoundananswertohisquestion,andhiseyesimmediatelylitup.

“Yousaidthatthemapiswithyou,right?”

Geraldsaidexcitedly.

“That’sright.Brother,youareindeedquitepowerful.However,youwillknowhowpowerfulthe

Mackowskifamilyisbysimplyaskinganyone.Icanforgiveyouforyourimpolitenesstowardmetoday,

butIwilladviseyounottothinkabouttouchingthemap…”

Slap!

Beforehecouldfinishhiswords,Geraldhadalreadygivenhimanotherhardslapandthrownhimtothe

ground.

Then,heevensteppedonhisface.“Ihavebeensearchingfarandwide.Intheend,Ifounditbysheer

luck!Ihavebeenlookingforthisthingforamonth,andithasbeenwithyouallalong!”

“Who…whoareyouactually?!”

Zakeraskedinfear.

Thismandidnotactaccordingtothenorms.Hisactionswerecompletelyunpredictable.

Hehadtoldhimhisfamilyname,buthejustdidnotseemtogetit.

“Itdoesn'tmatterwhoIam.WhatmattersisthatsinceI’vecomeacrossthismap,it'sminetotake.It’s

somethingyousnatchedfromotherpeopleanyway!”



Geraldsmiledcoldly.

GeraldsawabagtiedaroundZaker’swaist.

So,heraisedhishand,andthebagflewtohishandrightaway.

“IknowthemethodofpickingthePrimocorose!Pleasesaveme!”

Norishoutedasifhewasherlifeline.

“Deal!”

Geraldsmiled.

Hewantedtoleaverightafterhehadgottenwhathewanted.

“B*stard!HowdareyouberudetoYoungMasterMackowski!Youareaskingfordeath!”

AndassoonasGeraldturnedaround,sevenshadowsflewinhisdirection.

Swoosh.

TheywerenoneotherthantheSevenDeadlyLords.

Assoonastheycameforth,theywerealreadyshowingopenhostilitytoGerald,andtheystruckhim

withtheirstrongestblow.

Geraldcouldnotdodgetheattack,soheimmediatelykickedZakerhardandsenthiminthedirectionof

theattacktoblockit.



Bang!Bang!Boom!

Sevenstrikes.Itwastoolateforthemtowithdrawtheattacks,soallsevenstrikeshitZakersquarely.

“Argh!”

Itwasaloudandmiserablecry.

Next,alltheysawwasthepulpyandbloodywoundonZaker’schest.

“YoungMasterMackowski!”

ThesevenlordslandedonthegroundandlookedatZaker,whowasspurtingblooduncontrollably,and

theirfacesturnedpaleimmediately.

Theyweresoshockedthattheirlegsgaveout.

ZakerMackowskiwastheonlysonoftheleaderoftheMackowskifamilyinEarthCapital.

Butnow,hehadactuallybeenkilledbythem?!

Eveniftheyrantotheendoftheworld,theywouldnotbeabletoescapedeath.

LookingatZaker,whowasalmostunabletosurvive,Norifeltrelievedandscaredsimultaneously.

“Let’sgo,quick!”

NoritoldGeraldhurriedly.



SinceGeraldhadgottenwhathewanted,hewastoolazytoentertaintheSevenDeadlyLords.So,he

usedhislevitationspellanddisappearedfromthegroundalongwithNori.

“YoungMasterMackowski!Wedidn’tmeanto!”

ThesevenlordskneltbesideZakerandcried,notdaringtosayanything.

“Quick…Go…andgetmyfather!Gethimtosaveme!”

Zaker’sbodywastremblinguncontrollably.Ashevomitedblood,heforcedhimselftosqueezethis

sentenceoutofhismouth...
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“Zaker!”

Momentslater,YusefMackowskiarrivedwithhismen.

Assoonashesawhisson,whowasdying,hewasdevastated.

TheZahnandMackowskifamilieshadruledtheentireEarthCapitalformanyyears.

Eventually,theMackowskihadbecomethedominantfamilyinEarthCapital.

Yet,unexpectedly,theironlyson,ZakerMackoski,whowasregardedbyYusefasthefutureheirofthe

Mackowskifamily,hadactuallysufferedsuchaseriousinjury.

“WereyoutheoneswhoharmedYoungMaster?!”

Yusefwasnowfullofmaliciousintent.Hewasglaringatthemandreleasingastrongaurafromhisbody.



TheaurawasenoughtomaketheSevenDeadlyLordsshiverandfalltotheground.

ANine-rankChakraKingwassimplytoohorrifying.

Howcouldtheywithstandhisstrongaura?

“No,Master!YoungMasterwashurtbythedaughteroftheZahnfamilyandayoungmansheconspired

with.Besides,theyoungmansnatchedawaythemapofUnderworldValley.Wetriedtoattackhim,but

heusedYoungMasterasashieldtoblocktheattack.YoungMaster’sinjuryhadnothingtodowithus!”

TheleaderoftheSevenDeadlyLords,whowasblind,saidashesobbedinfear.

“Ayoungman?”

Yusefsoundedverycold.

“Hmph.Sincetheyhavetakenthemap,theymustbeheadingtoUnderworldValleynow.Theyare

certainlynotfaraway!IhavestabilizedYoungMaster’scondition.Hislifeisnolongerindanger.Send

himback,andIshallcatchupwiththatb*stardandretrievethemap!”

Yuseforderedcoldly.

Meanwhile,astrongkillingintentflashedthroughhiseyes.

Boom!

Beforethecrowdcouldsalutehim,theysawaflashoflight,andYusefMackowskiwasalreadygone.

AsGeraldandNoriwereontheirway,Geraldstoppedwalkingsuddenly.



“Hey,whydidyoustop?WiththemapoftheZahnfamilyinhand,wecangettoUnderworldValley

beforedark.It’sonlyastonethrowawayfromhere!”

Noricouldn’thelpbutaskinconfusion.

“No.Mydivineeyeisflickering.Itmakesmefeeluneasy.Whenthishappens,itmeansthatourtripthis

timeisverydangerous.IhavedestroyedZakerMackowski,soIthinkthattheMackowskifamilywillnot

letthingsgoeasilyforme.Maybe,theyhaveevenalreadylearnedaboutwhathappenedjustnowand

areheadingtoUnderworldValley.So,wecannotgotherenow!”explainedGerald.

“Itcan’tbe,canit?”askedNori.

“Whynot?It’syouwhosaidthattheMackowskifamilyhasbeeninpowerforhundredsofyearsinEarth

Capital.Doyouthinkthemembersinthefamilyaremereidiots?”

Aftersayingthat,Geraldsurveyedtheirsurroundings.“Theonlythingwecandonowistohideand

observewhathappensnext!”

However,assoonashehadsaidthat,theyheardahugegustofwind.

“Hey,kid,whereareyoutryingtogo?”

Aloudvoicewasheardresoundingthroughouttheforest.

Theyfeltthecoldwindblowingandsawtheleavesfalling.

Whoosh!

Therewasaloudnoise,andtheysawthefallingleavesgatheringatahighspeed,formingahugeorbin

justashorttime.



Withastrongmurderousaura,thehugeorbofleaveschargedtowardGerald.

SothatwasthepowerofaNine-rankChakraKing!

Gerald’seyelidwastwitchingcrazily.

HegrabbedNori’sarmandbackedupseveraltimes.

However,theorbwasextremelyfast.

Zap!

HoldingNoriwithhim,Geraldleapedintothesky.

Boom!

Therewasaloudexplosion,andtheearthshook.Eventhebigtreesintheirsurroundingswerecrushed

intopiecesinnotime.

Theorbofleavesthendispersedandflewacrossthesky.

Geraldtookafewstepsbackward.Thisessentialqiwastoostrong.

“Well,well,well.Whatagoodyoungmanwhodaredtoharmmyson!Today,Iwillcutyouintopieces

toavengemyson!Ifyouaresensibleenough,youshouldhandoverthemapandacceptyourdeath

penaltyquietly!”

Aboveatalltree,YusefMackoskidescendedtothegroundlikeagodwithhishandscrossedinfrontof

hischest.



Chapter1588
YusefMakowskiwastheleaderoftheMackowskifamilyinEarthCapital.HewasalsoaNine-rankChakra

King.Hence,hehaddivinepower.

“Gerald,whatshouldwedonow?!Hecametooquickly.Moreover,hiscultivationlevelisextremely

high!”

NorigrabbedGerald’sarmdesperately.

GeraldhadclearlyunderestimatedtheabilityofaNine-rankChakraKing.

Intruth,hisdivineeyehadalreadysensedhimearlieron.Heshouldhaveleftimmediatelyatthattime.

HewasaNine-rankChakraKingafterall.Hisspeedcouldnotbejudgedusingthestandardsofany

commoncultivators.

Rightnow,Geraldwasworkingoutthebestplaninhisheartquickly.

Afterexperiencingthefirstattack,GeraldcoulddistinctlyfeelthegapbetweenhisandYusef’sstrength.

Ifhewastofightwithhimhead-on,hewouldbeasgoodasdead.

Hisopponentwasintheninthrank,arankthatevenhe,whoownedtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,

foundveryhardtoachieve.

“Hey,kid.Youarequiteimpressive.YouarealreadyanEight-rankChakraKingwhenyouarestillthis

young.ItlookslikeImusteliminateyoutoday,orIwillfacebigtroublesinthefuture!”

AftersizingupGerald,YusefwasatfirstshockedbyGerald’scultivationlevel.Then,heimmediately

revealedhisintentiontokillGeraldunreservedly.HewasdeterminedtokillGerald.

“Nomatterwhat,let’stryfirst!”



Geraldhadmadeuphismind.

Heraisedhishandrightaway.“LeaderoftheMackowskis.AlthoughI,GeraldCrawford,amalreadyan

Eight-rankChakraKing,youshouldknowverywellthegapbetweenmeandyou,aNine-rankChakra

King.Ifweweretofightagainsteachother,Iwilldefinitelynotbeamatchforyou!”

“Haha!Kid,gladthatyouareawareofthis.Then,tellme,howarewegoingtofightagainsteachother?”

“Mysuggestionisthatwegiveeachotherthreestrikes.Then,weshallseewhofallsafterthethree

strikes!Well,youcancertainlyrefusemysuggestionsinceyouaretheonewhohasthesaynow!”said

Gerald.

“Verywell,kid.Areyoutryingtoprovokeme?Nevertheless,mysonisalreadyhalf-deadafterbeing

beatenbyyou.Nomatterhoweloquentyouaretoday,youwon’tbeabletoescapedeath!However,I

canseethatyouhaveauniquespiritualessence.IfIcangetyourspiritualessenceanduseitonmyson,

itwillnotbeabadremedytotreathisinjury!Sincethatisthecase,IamworriedthatImightdestroy

yourspiritualessenceifwetrulyfightagainsteachother.So,yes,Iwillacceptyoursuggestion.Let’shit

eachotherwithastrikenow!”

YuseflaughedcoldlyanddescendedslowlyinfrontofGerald.

“Kid,let’sgo!”

Yuseffoldedhisarmsacrosshischest,completelydisregardingGerald.

“Then,Ishallnotshowmercyanymore!”

Geraldgatheredalltheessentialqiinhisbodyandtransferreditintohispalm.

Followingthat,hegaveYusefaheavystrike.



Bang!

OnceithitYusef,Geraldfeltasharp,tearingpainonhispalm.Itwasasthoughhewashittingabig

mountain,andhecouldnotevenbreakYusef’sdefense.

Bang!

Theessentialqirebounded,andGeraldtookseveralstepsbackduetothemomentum.

ANine-rankChakraKingandanEight-rankChakraKing.Thegapbetweenthetwowassimplytoobig!

Geraldwashorrified.

“Thisisthesecondstrike!”

Geraldcarednomoreandstruckhimthesecondtimewithallhismight.

Thereboundwasevenmoreviolentthanjustnow.

Geraldfeltthereboundfromhishandtohisback,andhespurtedoutamouthfulofblood,takingafew

stepsbackward.

“Hahaha!Howignorant!Kid,althoughitisarareoccasionforsomeonesoyounglikeyoutobeanEight-

rankChakraKing,youwillneverbeabletobreakmyHeavenlyDipperProtectionTechnique!So,youcan

onlydiewhenIamyouropponent!”

YusefMackowskithrewbackhisheadandlaughed.

“Gerald,canyouhandleitornot?”



Noriaskedanxiously.

“Thisisthelaststrike!”

Geraldforcedhimselftostanduponcemore.Hegroundhisteethashetriedhardtomaintainhis

posture.

HegatheredhisessentialqiandpouncedonYusefoncemore.

“Hahaha,itisuseless!”

Yusefshookhishead.

However,inthenextsecond,hewasstunned.

ThenextthinghesawwaswhenGeraldclosedhiseyes,aneyeactuallygrewonhisforehead.

Then,apowerfulgoldenbeamcameoutfromthateye.

“What?!”

Yusefwasstunned...
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BythetimeYusefwantedtoreacttowhathehadseen,itwasalreadytoolate.

Thelightwastoodifficulttoblockasithadcomeverysuddenly.

Thelighthithiseyesdirectly,andhestumbledafewstepsbackward.Hisheadspuncrazily,andhefell

totheground.



Takingadvantageofthisopportunity,Geraldran,takingNorialongwithhim.

“B*stard,howdareyouplaydirtytricksonme!Today,I,YusefMackowski,willbreakyouintopieces!”

Yusef’sspiritualpowerwasheavilydamaged.Now,hewaslookingatGerald'sbackwhowasrunning

awayintheoppositedirectionunwillingly,buthecouldonlygnashhisteethwithhatred.

Geralddidnotdaretodelayanylonger.

Heknewthathispowerwastooweak.Evenwiththehelpofhisdivineeye,hecouldonlyholdYusefoff

temporarily.Now,hidingwasnolongerpossible.

TheonlythinghecoulddowastorelyonthemapandgetintoUnderworldValley.Usingthetrapsto

theiradvantage,theycouldsomehowblockYuseffromgettingtothem.

Onthewaythere,Geraldexaminedthemapthoroughlyandimprintedallthedetailsonthemapinto

hisbrain.

Then,hedestroyedthemapforgood.

TakingNoriwithhim,theyenteredthevalley,whichwascoveredinthickblackfog.

“Phew,weshouldalreadybesomewhereatthecenterofUnderworldValley.YusefMackowski

shouldn’tbeabletocatchupalready,right?”

Norispokeasshepantedheavily,scanningtheeeriesurroundings.

“Notnecessarily.YusefMackowskiisnotthateasytodealwith.We'dbetterbecareful!”



Geraldsaid,cockinghiseyebrows.

Atthesametime,hesurveyedtheirsurroundingsvigilantly.

SincethemomenttheyenteredUnderworldValley,Geraldhadmanagedtododgemanydeadlytraps

withthehelpofthemap.However,themapwasnotapanacea.Alongtheway,theybumpedintomany

ancientbeastswhichmadethemintoamess.

Forinstance,theyencounteredaYellowStoneViperjustnow.Ifithadn’tbeenforGerald’sfastreaction,

thatvenomoussnakewouldhavealreadykilledtheminseconds.

Therefore,Geraldwasverycautious.

Squeaksqueak…

Suddenly,thedistinctsoundofrollingwoodenwheelsenteredtheirears.Itwasveryclear.

“ListenGerald.Whatisthat?”

Nori’sheartalmostleapedintoherthroat,andshelookedaroundinpanic.

Thesoundwasgettingclearerandclearer.

“Iheardit.Shh!”

Geraldgesturedforhertobequiet.

Heputallhisattentionintothesound.Finally,hemanagedtoidentifythedirectionofthesourceofthe

soundinthedark.



Atthatmoment,hevaguelysawtheobjectinfrontofhim,

“Argh!”

NoricriedoutloudinfearandhidbehindGerald.

Infrontofthemwasawoodenwheelbarrow.Onthewheelbarrow,therewasabigredwoodencoffin.

Thewheelbarrowcouldmoveonitsown,anditwasheadingtowardthem,carryingalongthewooden

coffinonit.

Squeaksqueak…

Theycouldhearacreakingsound,almostasifthewoodenboardwasabouttoshatteratanytime.It

alsomeantthattheremightbesomethingbiginthecoffin.

ItwasalsoGerald’sfirsttimeseeingsuchabizarrescene.Itwouldbealieifhesaidthathewasnotin

panicnow.

“Itcan’tbeahiderigami,right?”

Geraldwastalkingtohimself,somewhatconfused.

Toputitsimply,ahiderigamiwasadriedcorpse.Insimplerwords,azombie.

Thisthinghadbeencreatedbyusingacorpse.Thecorpsewouldabsorbtheessenceofthesunand

moonandtransformintoacorpsedemon.

Itwasviciousandbloodthirsty,infinitelypowerfulandimmortal.



Intruth,Geraldhadlearnedallofthesethingsfrommovies.

“Zombie?!Gerald,stopscaringmealready!Whyistheresuchathinginthevalley?!”

Noriswallowedhersaliva.

“Thisvalleyisatleastten-thousandyearsold.Iwouldn’tbesurprisedifadinosaurappearedinfrontof

me!”saidGerald.

GeraldwasabouttograbNori’shandtowalkawayfromthecoffinwhensuddenly...

Boom!

ThewoodenwheelbarrowmovedandchargedtowardGerald.

“Getawayfromme!”

GeraldpushedNoritotheside.

Then,hetookupasword-wieldinggesture,andaswordflewtowardthewoodenwheelbarrow

immediately.

However,itwasalmostasifthewoodenwheelbarrowwerealivingthing,anditdodgedthesword

easily.
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Aloudbangwasheard,andGerald’sswordhitabigstonebehindit,smashingitintoashes.

Bang!

Thenextmoment,apuffofwhitesmokecameoutfromthecoffin.



Itwasasifthelidofthecoffinwastransformedintoadivinearrow,anditflewtowardGerald.

Slap!

Geraldblockeditwithhispalm.

Oncethebattlestarted,Geraldwasappalled.

Astrongforceappeared,anditdraggedGeraldafewtenmetersbackward.

“Gerald,areyoualright?”

Noriaskedquicklyinconcern.

Honestly,althoughNoriwasusingGeraldasameanstosurvive,shewassincerelyworriedabouthim

whenshesawhimgetinjured.

Afterall,itwasnotthefirsttimeGeraldhadsavedher.

Ifitwasn’tforhim,shewouldalreadybedead.

“Thisthingissopowerful!It’sjustanotherYusefMackowski!”

BlueveinsbulgedonGerald’sarm,andhecouldfeelatinglingsensationinhisarm.

Meanwhile,whitesmokewasstillcomingoutfromthecoffin.

Then,theysawapairofancientofficialbootsslowlyappearfromtheinsideofthecoffin.



Afterthat,itwasatwo-metertallcorpsewhichwaswearinganofficialrobestandinginfrontofthe

coffin,itsblackfacecoveredingreenhair,andithadgreeneyesandtwobigwhitefangs.

Itshandswerelikesteelforks,anditsfingernailswerealmosttwentycentimeterslong.

“Zom…It’sazombie!”

NoriquicklyhelpedGeraldup.

Roar!

ThezombiestaredatGeraldandNoriforawhile.Then,itstartedtoroar.

HepouncedonGerald,andhisoneleapwasenoughtocoveradistanceoftwentymeters.

Hisbodywaslikeasmallhill,coveringthemcompletelyfromabove!

Divineeye!

Geraldshuthiseyestightly,andthethirdeyeappearedrightaway.

Boom!

Apowerfulgoldenbeamstruckthezombie.

Bang!

However,theattackwasonlyabletomakeitpauseforasecond.Itwashopeless.



Geraldwantedtoflyaway.However,thezombiehadalreadyarrivedbeforehiseyes,anditgrabbedhis

shoulders.

HisstrengthmadeGeraldfeelasthoughhewaslockedbyanironchainmadefroma-thousand-year-old

refinediron.

Itwasverydifficulttobreakfree.

Roar!

ThezombieflungGeraldruthlessly.

Gerald’sbodysmashedmorethanthirtybouldersintoashes.

Afteronlyoneattack,Geraldfeltasifhisbodywasabouttobreakintopieces.Healmostcouldn’tgather

hisessentialqianymore.

Thisbeastwassimplytoostrong!

Geraldheldhischestinhorror.

Thezombie,whichwasblowingblacksmokeoutofitsmouth,wasslowlywalkingtowardGeraldagain.

“Monster,you’dbetternotmoveanotherinch!Youandyoursonwerekilledbyyourenemyandburied

here,whichiswhyyouhavesuchdeephatred.Ifyoudaretomoveanotherinch,Iwilldestroyyour

son’sswaddlingclothes!”

AsGeraldwasspurtingoutbloodandhadnoideahowtodealwiththesituation,Norihadruntothe

redcoffin.Sheforcedherselftoendurethefoulstenchtotakeouttheembroideredswaddlingclothes

ofababy.



Thecorpseofthebabyhadlongsincedisappeared,andonlytheswaddlingclotheswereleftbehind.

Thisitemwasclearlyveryprecioustothezombie,anditactuallystoppedinitstracksimmediately.

Roar!

ItroaredangrilyatNori.

Evidently,whenGeraldhadbeenfightingagainstthezombie,Norihadseenthewrittenrecordabout

theownerofthecoffinonthecoffinlidwhileshehadbeenpanicking.

Regardlessofwhetheritworkedornot,shehadtried,andso,therewasthisscene.

Nevertheless,Norihadcertainlymadetherightbet!
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“Hurryandgetonyourfeet,Gerald!”shoutedNoriassheranovertohelppullhimup.

Seeingthatshehadgrabbedtheswaddlingclothes—thathonestlylookedmorelikearagby

now—Geraldthenhelditinhandbeforethreatening,“TakeonemorestepforwardandI’mdestroying

thisthing!Comeon,Idareyou!”

Uponhearingthat,thezombieinstantlyroared!

Toboththeirsurprise,however,thezombieactuallyliftedbothitsarmsbeforetakingquiteafewsteps

back!

Clearlyanindicationthatitwasn’tgoingtomakeanyotherrashmoves,Norithensighedinreliefbefore

saying,“…Ireallyhadn’texpectedthisthingtoactuallyretainitshumanity!”

JustasGeraldwasabouttobreathehisownsighofrelief,aroaroflaughtercouldsuddenlybeheard

boomingacrossthesky…



Followingthat,ablindingflashcouldbeseen…andsecondslater,afiguredroppedfromtheskyina

beamoflight!

LandingrightbeforeGerald,thefigurefumbledforabit,possiblyduetotheaftereffectsfromGerald’s

earlierattack…

Ofcourse,whoelsecouldthathavebeenotherthanYusefhimself.

“Yousonofab*tch!Didyoureallythinkyoucouldgetridofmethateasilyjustbecauseyounowhave

themapoftheUnderworldValley?I’llhaveyouknowthataslongasI’velivedthroughoutthese

hundredyears,nobody’sbeenabletoescapemygrasp!Regardless,itseemsthatyouhavesomething

interestinginyourbody!Inascenariowherebothofushadthesameleveloftraining,firingthatdivine

visionwould’vesurelycausedmybraintosuffermuchworseinjuries!Withthatinmind,I’llbesureto

claimthatinterestingthinginsideyouonceyou’redead!”declaredYusufasheclenchedhisfistsbefore

laughingagain,hiseyesfilledwithmockery.

‘I’dliketoseehowyou’llattemptanotherroundofescape!’



“Youabsoluteb*stard!You’llsurelydieterriblyoneday,Yusef!”shoutedNoriinherdespair.

“Evenifthatdayevercameyouwouldn’tbeabletowitnessit!”scoffedYusefashesmiled,readyto

captureGerald.

“Ifinditfunnyhowyouthinkyoucanjustcapturemethateasily!”repliedGeraldashepattedhischest.

Laughinginresponse,Yusef’ssmileturnedslightlybitterasheshookhisheadbeforesaying,“What

otherabilitiesareyouhiding?Showthemtomenow!Sinceyou’regoingtodiesoonanyway,I’llletyou

hitmethreetimesagainifyoufailtodisplaysomethingstrongenough!”

“Youaskedforit!Here’smysecretweapon!”repliedGeraldasheinstantlytossedwhatwasinhishand!

Uponcloserinspection,itwastheswaddlingclothesfrombeforethatGeraldhadcrumpledintoaball!



However,Yusefgrabbeditwithextremeease!

“Youb*stard!Anoldrag?Seriously?Mymagnificentstrengthmusthavescaredyoustupid!”shouted

Yusefashelaughedaloud.

Followingthat,Yusefslowlyliftedtheballed-upswaddlingclothesinonehand…andthenextthing

GeraldandNoriknew,Yusef’shandbeganburning!

Withtheswaddlingclothesstillinhand,itturnedtoashesinnotimeatall…

Thesecondtheclotheswerenothingbutdust,threesuccessiveroarsfilledtheair…!Itwasthezombie

frombefore!

Havingwitnessedthewaddlingclothesgettingburntintoacrisp,thezombienowglaredmurderouslyat

Yusefasthepurplish-greenhairalloveritsbodyrapidlybegandarkening.



Itwasonlywhenthezombiebeganreleasingaconstantstreamofblacksmokefromitsmouththat

Yuseffinallysenseditsdemonicpresence.

“…Fezrumoz?”mutteredtheslightlybewilderedYusefashestaredatthezombie.

FezrumozwasquitefamouswithintheUnderworldValleyasaviciousandcruelbeast.Withthatinmind,

Yusefdefinitelyknewwhothiszombiewas,andhewasalsoawarethatithadthesameamountof

trainingasaNinth-rankChakraKing!Asidefromitsimmensestrength,thebeastwasprettymuch

immortalaswell!

Inshort,onlysomeonewhohadmanagedtoentertheSageRealmcouldhaveachanceofevenkilling

thezombieforgood.Knowingthat,afearfulexpressionwasinstantlydisplayedonYusef’sface.Itdidn’t

helpthatthezombiewaslookingatitwithsuchmurderousintent.

“Whatdoyouplanondoing,Fezrumoz?”askedYusefashetooktwostepsbackward.



Fezrumoz,however,gavenoreply.Instead,thezombiesimplychargedtowardthemanwithfrightening

levelsofmurderousintent!

Seeingthat,Yusefimmediatelybeganmakinghisretreat!
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Evenso,nomatterhowfarYusefwent,Fezrumozsimplycontinuedpursuinghim!

Seeingthatrunningwasn’tdoinghimanygood,Yusefthenshouted,“Youb*stard!Howdareyou!

ContinuechasingmeandI’llburnthoseswaddlingclothesofyours!OnceIdothat,yourpitifulchild

won’tevenhaveanybonesleftbehind!Youwouldn’twantthat,wouldyou?!”

AccordingtotherumorsthatYusefhadheardbefore,onedidn’tneedtopanicorrunwheneverthey

bumpedintoFezrumoz.Theonlythingoneneededtodotoscarethebeastoffwasdeclarethatthey

wouldsnatchthezombie’sswaddlingclothesifitcameanycloser.

WhileitshouldhavestoppedFezrumozfromattackinganyfurther,thezombieonlybeganattacking

evenmoreviciouslyafterhearingYusefsaythat!Yusef’swordsseemedtohaveonlyinfuriatediteven

more!



“Whatthehell?Whyaren’tyoustopping?!”grumbledYusefwithafrown.

Inhisstateofpanic,heturnedtolookatGeraldandNori…Onlytorealizethatbothofthemhadalready

madetheirescape!Therewasnowayhewasgoingtobeabletopursuethemanyfurther!

Atthatmoment,heturnedtolookatwhathewasholding…anditwasthenwhenhefinallyrealized

whatGerald’s‘secretweapon’was.

“You…Youmother*ckingb*stard…!NowonderFezrumozisbeingthismurderous!Youtossedmethe

swaddlingclothesofthebabythatitadoredmost!”cursedYusefasheglaredinthedirectionthat

Geraldhadinitiallybeenstandingin.

ThoughthenowsweatyYosefwantedtocurseevenmoreprofanities,Fezrumozwasstillchasinghim,

andthemanknewbetterthantowastehisbreath.



ItwassometimelaterwhenNoriasked,“We…shouldbenearthePrimocorose,right,Gerald…?”

Withbothofthemnowwalkingaroundinthedarkenedvalley,Geraldthenreplied,“Ifthemap’s

directionsareaccurate,thenweshouldbearrivingsoon.Evenso,we’dbesttakearestinthevalleyfirst.

I’minjurednowandIdon’twishtoplacemyselfindangeryet.WecanlookforthePrimocorose

tomorrow.”

Thankfully,bothofthemfoundacave,andafterGeraldmadesureitwassafeinside,bothofthemthen

enteredtostaythenight.

Sometimelater,Geraldwassittingcross-legged,slowlyallowinghisbodytohealwhenhesuddenly

heardNorisayinasoftenedvoice,“Um…Couldyoudomeafavor,Gerald…?”

“Whatisit?”askedGeraldasheopenedhiseyes.

“…Well…there’sapooloverthere…andwe’vebeentravelingforquitesometimenowso…Iwas

wonderingifIcouldtakeashower…”mutteredNoriasherfaceblushedslightly.



“Goonahead.Youdon’thavetoworryaboutmepeeking!”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwitha

bittersmile.

“…But…Thatpool’ssimplytooclosetothisplace!I’mnotsayingyouwill,buttemptation’sathing,you

know?We’retalkingaboutawomantakingashowerhere!There’snowayIcandothatwithyouso

closeby!”mumbledNoriashercheeksreddenedevenmore.

Staringbackather,Geraldfeltthatthiswomanreallywassomethingelse…Attimesshewasrather

stingy,andduringothers,shewashonestlyquiterighteous…Thentherewerethetimeswhereshe

couldberatherannoying.Thismomentwasaperfectexampleofthat.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenasked,“Fine,whatdoyouwantmetodothen?”

“I’d…likeyoutolendmeyourshirtforawhile!I’llbeusingitasacurtainbetweenus!”explainedNori.



Sighingasheshookhisheadagain,Geraldthendidasshesuggestedbeforeclosinghiseyesagaintorest.

Intheend,however,GeraldstillendedupfrowningslightlywhenheheardthesoftcrinklesofNori

undressingherself.Hewasstillaman,afterall,andhewasunabletoremaincalmformuchlonger.

Uponopeninghiseyes,hesubconsciouslyturnedtolookinNori’sdirection…However,whathesaw

shockedhim.

“Nori!”shoutedGeraldasheinstantlygottohisfeet.

“Wha-Gerald!Youpromisedyouwouldn’tlook!”shriekedthenowangeredwoman.

“Look,justhurryover!”instructedGerald.



Thankfully,Norihadonlytakenoffhercoatbythatpoint,andaftercoveringherself,sheinstantly

stompedtowardhimbeforeangrilygrumbling,“Youbetterhaveagoodexplanationforthis!”

Lookingatthefuriouswoman’sface,Geraldsimplysighedbeforesaying,“Just…turnaroundandlook

foryourself!There’ssomekindoffigurehoveringabovethepool!”
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Uponhearingthat,NoriinstantlyscreamedbeforerunningovertohidebehindGerald!

Neitherofthemhadearliernoticedthepresenceoftheswordthathadprobablybeenhoveringabove

thepoolthisentiretime.Themoreshockingthing,however,wasthefactthatablackfigurecould—in

turn—beseenfaintlyhoveringatopthesword!

“W-whoareyou…?”demandedthefrightenedNori.

“IgobyJadeInfusedBlade!”repliedthefigureinaratherfaintmechanicaltone.

“You…Howcouldyoubethisdespicable…?Wereyouwaitingtoseemybarebody…?”mumbledNori,



tooembarrassedtosayitoutloud.

“Beforeanyfurthermisunderstandingstakeplace,I’llhaveyouknowthatI’mblind,miss.Ionlycame

oversinceIsensedmymaster’saurawithinthevicinity,”explainedJadeInfusedBladeashisbodyslowly

solidified…

Oncehesteppedcloser,GeraldandNorisawthatJadeInfusedBladewasactuallyalong-hairedwarrior

donningblackarmor.

“Yourmaster…?”askedthesurprisedNori.

“Indeed.Regardless,isthatreallyyou,master?It’sbeenthousandsofyearssincewe’velastmet!You’re

finallyback!”repliedJadeInfusedBladeinaratherhoarseandconcernedvoiceashelookedatGerald.

Frowningslightly,Geraldputtwoandtwotogetherbeforeasking,“This…Masterofyours…Couldyou

bereferringtoLiemis?TheGodofBattle?”



“Iam!Soitreallyisyou,master!Thoughit’sbeensolong,Istillmanagedtorecognizeyourvoicealmost

instantaneously!Howhaveyoubeen?”repliedJadeInfusedBladeashekneltbeforeGerald.

“…H-huh…?”mumbledtheshockedNoriwhowashavingabitoftroubleregisteringallthis.

“Ihaveafeelingyou’remistakingmeforsomeoneelse.Whileit’struethatIhavearatherdeep

relationshipwithLiemis—hewastheonewhohadtaughtmealltheskillsIcurrentlyknow—I’mnot

Liemishimself.MynameisGeraldCrawford!”explainedGerald.

“But…yourvoice…Andthatimposingaura!It’snear-identicaltoLiemis’s!Itrustmyintuitiononthis!”

insistedJadeInfusedBlade.

“I’mafraidLiemishasalreadypassedonthousandsofyearsago.Ifyoustillwantproofofthat,Ihavehis

corpsewithmerightnow.Regardless,I’llbereturningtoJaellatrasometimeinthefutureinorderto

inquireaboutZyla’slocation.OnceIfindher,I’llfinallybeabletoburyLiemis’scorpseinhishomeland!

He’llfinallybeabletorestinpeace!”repliedGeraldwhotrulyhadn’texpectedtobumpintoLiemis’sold

subordinates.



Eitherway,uponhearingGerald’sexplanation,JadeInfusedBladeinstantlyfeltanacutepaininhis

heart.

“ThosefromtheSunLeaguemustbetheonesresponsibleforkillingmymaster…Hewasambushedby

theminthatlargebattlethatyear!”growledJadeInfusedBladeasheclenchedhisfistswhilegrittinghis

teeth.

“TheSunLeague?”askedGerald.

ThiswasthefirstGeraldhadheardthatnamebeingmentionedeversincehecamehere.WhileGerald

alreadyknewthattheSunLeaguewasresponsibleforquiteafewincidentsonearth,hecould’venever

imaginedthatitwastheSunLeaguewhohadambushedZylaandLiemisbackthen.

NowonderZylakepttellinghimthatitwasn’tthetimetolearnabouttheSunLeagueyetwhenhefirst

inquiredheraboutit.HenowunderstoodwhyFinnleyhadreactedthesamewayasZylahadaswell.

DespiteLiemis’simmensestrength,hestillendedupgettingkilledbytheSunLeague!Withthatinmind,



therewasnowaythatGeraldwasgoingtoevenstandachanceagainstthem!

“…IthinkIgetitnow!”saidJadeInfusedBlade—lookingratherenlightened—outoftheblue.
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“Figuresomethingout?”askedGerald.

“Indeed!FromwhatI’vemanagedtogather,itappearsthatyou’retheninthreincarnationofmymaster!

Ifyoudon’tmind,couldyoutellmewhetheryoulookidenticaltomymaster?”askedJadeInfusedBlade

ratheranxiously.

ThoughGeraldhadactivelydeniedthathewasLiemis’sreincarnatedformthisentiretime,hefeltthe

needtoanswerhonestlythistime.

Withthat,Geraldthennodded,“That’sright!Ilookexactlylikehim!”

“Thenthatsettlesit!Youtrulyaremymaster’sninthreincarnation!Still,itreallyhasbeentoolongsince

I’velastmethim…Thinkingback,JaellatrawasinchaosbackwhenIlastmetmaster…Atthetime,the



threemajorSunGodsoftheSunLeaguehadcooperatedtodealwithmaster.Whilethethreeofthem

aloneweren’ttoomuchofaproblemforhim,thingsstartedturningawrywhentheYoungvigors

steppedin.ItwasquicklymadeapparentthattheYoungvigorsandtheSunGodshadplannedonjoining

forces—longbeforetheirfightevenbegan—toensurethatmasterwentdown!Sadly,theirplanworked

andtheywereeventuallysuccessfulindefeatinghim!

“Beforeheleft,Iwastoldbymastertoremainheretillorderedotherwise…TothinkthatI’dactuallybe

abletomeetwithhisreincarnatedformafterallthistime!Thismusttrulybegod’swill!”declaredJade

InfusedBladeashereleasedalongsigh.

Followingthat,JadeInfusedBladesuddenlygotonhisknees…KowtowingbeforeGerald,hethencried

out,“Please,master!Allowmetoreturntoyourside!”

“…That…”mutteredGeraldinslighthesitation.

Afterabitofpondering,Geraldthenadded,“…Truthbetold,I’mnottoosureifIreallyamLiemis’s

reincarnatedform…However,Idobelievethatwesharethesamegoal,thatbeingthefactthatwe’re

bothhopingtoreuniteLiemis’scorpsewithZylabeforeburyinghimforgood.Withthatsaid,Ithinkit’d

bebestifwekepteachothercompanyonourwaythere!”



“Yes!Thankyoufortakingmein,master!”repliedJadeInfusedBladebeforequicklykowtowingagain.

“Speakingofwhich,eventhoughI’vealreadybeenhereforoveramonthnow,Istillhavequiteafew

doubtsaboutanumberofincidents,JadeInfusedBlade…Firstoff,thoughyou’reaghost,Icantellthat

you’vealreadyattainedtherankofaNinth-rankChakraKing!Withthatinmind,Iwonderifyoucould

sharewhatleveloftrainingLiemishadathispeak.I’dalsoliketoknowthetruelevelofstrengththe

threemajorSunGodspossess!”saidGerald.

“Well,masterhadmanagedtoenterthelegendaryZiyiryonRealmbeforehisdemise.Hewasquite

literallyagodbythatstage,thoughthethreeSunGodshadmanagedtoenterthatfrighteningrealmas

well.Duetothat,theywereevenlymatchedwithhim.”

“Whilewe’reonthetopic,allowmetoexplainabitaboutalegendinJaellatra.Thelegenditselfgoesby

thenameofTheGareusGod,anditrevolvesaroundaGareusTemple.Tospeedthingsup,whatI

essentiallywishtoshareisthefactthatfivepeoplemanagedtoentertheZiyiryonRealm.”

“ThoughthefiveruledoverJaellatra,theSunLeaguealwaysmadesuretohidethatfactfromothers.

Afterall,theywerealliedwiththethreemajorSunGods,andthey,ofallpeople,knewwhatkindsof

crueltytheyhaddoneinordertofurthertrainthemselves.Yousee,tofurthertheirtraining,theyhad

refinedthemasculineauraofthosewhopossessedTritonbodiesonearth!That’sthereasonwhy

masterhadalwaysbeenonbadtermswiththemwhilehewasstillalive!”explainedJadeInfusedBlade.



“Isee…”repliedGerald,finallyseeingthebiggerpicture.

Sothat’swhythereexistedlegendsabouttheSunLeagueonearth…Asitturnedout,forthousandsof

years,thosefromtheSunLeaguehadgonetoearthtocaptureothers,justtorefinetheTritonqiof

thosepeople!Withthatinmind,itnowexplainedthatbothPeterandMilahadsimplybeenpartofthat

process.

“…AndwhatabouttheYoungvigors?Whatelsedoyouknowaboutthem?Also,areyoufamiliarwiththe

QuartermainsinJaellatra?”askedGerald.

JessicawasstillinthegraspoftheQuartermains,andGeraldwasn’tevensurewhetherhissisterwas

stillalivebythispoint.TheQuartermainshadbroughtsomuchsufferingnotonlytoher,butalsohis

parentsanddisciples…JustthinkingaboutitinfuriatedGeraldgreatly…

“Well,theQuartermainsareoneofthemajorsubservientfamiliestotheSunLeague.Withthatsaid,

thatfamilyhasalwaysbeenseenasan‘overlord’ofsortsinJaellatra…Regardless,theywereableto

movebetweenthethreeworldswithbarelyanyhindrancesincetheyhadtheaidofanexceedingly

strongperson—withtherankofaDiaterra—ontheirside…Thatpersonhadfirstappearedbeforethem



aroundeighthundredyearsago,andjusttoremindyou,theDiaterraRealmissecondonlytothe

ZiyiryonRealm…”

“AsfortheYoungvigors…itpainsmetosaythis,butitwasyourfamilyinyourformerlife…Backthen,

eventhoughyourtitleinJaellatrawasLiemis,GodofBattle,yourrealnamewasLiemisYoungvigor!

Regardless,theYoungvigorsbackthenweretrulyinadetestablestate,anditwasallbecauseofasingle

womanbythenameofYadviMacer…Shewasmaster’sloveofhislifeuntilheeventuallyfellforZyla!”

“Yadviwasaviciouswoman,andsheusedallkindsofschemesinordertocontrolboththeDivineKing

Palaceaswellasthefamilythatmymasterhadfounded,theYoungvigors.Infact,shehadeven

cooperatedwiththeSunLeague!Hadthatlyingwomannotgainedmaster’strustbeforepoisoninghim

allthoseyearsago,therewasnowayhewould’veendeduplosingagainstthosethreepatheticmajor

SunGods!Thankfully,MissLocklandmanagedtosavehim,andforatime,theyranallovertheplaceto

seekrefuge…Unfortunately,intheend,masterstillsuccumbedtothatb*tch’sevilschemes!Notonly

that,butmymaster’sdirectdescendantswerealltakenoutbyboththeSunLeagueandYadvi!”

explainedJadeInfusedBlade,hisdeepresentmentasclearasday.

“…Followingthat,YadviwasgiventhetitleoftheYditeGodsformanagingtogaincontroloverthe

YoungvigorsaswellastheDivineKingPalace.Withthatinmind,sheremainsasoneofthefewmajor

forcesleftinJaellatra!”

“Asformyself,IwasoneofthetenguardiansoftheDivineKingPlacewhenIwasstillalive.Before

passingaway,IhadmanagedtoentertheSageRealm,andIthinkthat’sthereasonwhyIcouldstill



maintainmyspiritualessencepastdeath.Regardless,thatb*tchofaYditeGodhadalsogoneafterthe

remainingguardians!Whilesomeofthemdied,afewofthemmanagedtoescapeher!”explainedJade

InfusedBlade.

“Eitherway,master’sentirelifewasjustfilledwithapprehension…Afterall,notonlywasheharmed

andplottedagainstbyhisfirstlove,butafterhewasunitedwithhistruelove,hecouldn’tevenbe

togetherwithherforlong!Thatb*tchofaYditeGodusedtobetheclosestpersontohim!Tothinkthat

shewouldharmhimthatbadly…!”

“Liemis…!Yourdeathreallywasn’tworthit…!”declaredGerald,adeepfuryinhisheart.Forsome

reason,afterhearingallthatJadeInfusedBladehadsaid,Geraldwasabletorememberglimpsesof

thoseincidents…Itwasalmostasthoughhehadexperiencedthoseincidentsforhimself.
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“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,mayIknowwhyyoucamehereinthefirstplace,master?Also,yousaid

thatMissLocklandiscurrentlyinthehumanworld,correct?”askedJadeInfusedBlood,stillkowtowing

beforeGerald.

“Sheis.However,sheonlyexistsasaremnantofhersoulinthatworld.Sadlyenough,Iwasn’tstrong

enoughatthetimewhentheKingofJudgmentPortalcameafterus.SinceIcouldn’tevenprotectmyself

yet,ZylaservedasadistractionbyluringtheKingofJudgmentPortalaway.Afterthatincident,I’ve

searchedfarandwideforheronearth.Unfortunately,Ifoundnocluesastowhereshecouldhavegone!

Withthatinmind,Ihadahunchthatshecould’vepossiblyreturnedtoJaellatra!”



“AsforwhyI’mhere,youcouldsaythatreturningLiemistoZylaisoneofmyreasons.TheotherreasonI

camehereisbecausemysister’sbeencapturedbytheQuartermains!She’ssufferingnow,soIhaveto

saveher!However,inordertoevensurvivelongenough,IneedtofirstlocatethePrimocorosetohelp

meentertheSageRealm!”

Followingthat,Geraldsighedbeforeadding,“…Unfortunately,I’vestoppedprogressingeversinceI

enteredtheEighth-rankintheRuneRealm.NomatterhowhardItry,Isimplycan’tentertheNinth-

realm!IfIcan’tevengetpastthat,it’llbeuselessevenifImanagetolocatethePrimocorose!TheSage

Realmmustbehundredsoftimesharderformetobreach!”

ThisissuehadhonestlybeenplaguingGerald’smindeversincehesteppedfootonthisjourney.

“It’sbestnottogrowimpatient,Master.Ihopeyourememberthattakingthepathoftrainingisalready

goingagainstthenaturalorder.Withthatsaid,it’seasiersaidthandoneforonetoentertheNinth-rank,

thoughI’msureyou’realreadyawareofhowdifficultthehurdleis.Toclarify,somepeoplehave

painstakinglytrainedforahundredyears,beforefinallymanagingtoenterthatrealm!Withthatsaid,

it’sbestthatyoucalmyourselfsothatyou’llbeabletotrainwithgreaterconcentration!”explainedJade

InfusedBlade.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.HeunderstoodwhereJadeInfusedBladewascomingfrom.

However,evenifhewasabletowaitforahundredyears,thesamecouldn’tbesaidforhissister.Hell,

wouldheevenbeabletoentertheSageRealmwithinacentury?ThethoughtofitonlymadeGerald

feelmoreanxious.



“Speakingofwhich,IjustsohappentoknowwheretofindthePrimocorose,master.Iknowit’sthe

mainingredientforyoutoentertheSageRealm,soallowmetoleadyouthere!Also,there’saten-

thousand-year-oldpondinthisvalley.Whileitswaterisfreezingcold,it’salsoaholyplacetotrain

oneself!Sincewe’reheadingoffanyway,whynottrytrainingthere?TheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

withinyourbodyisagreatfortunebetweenheavenandearth.Ifyoumanagetocompletelyactivateit,

breachingtheSageRealmwillsurelycomesoonafter!”addedJadeInfusedBlade.

“…Verywell!I’llhavetotroubleyouthen,JadeInfusedBlade!”repliedGerald,whowashonestly

delightedtohearthat.Withthat,heclappedhishandstogethertoshowhisgratitude.

Itwasaboutamonthlater—atthemouthoftheUnderworldValley—whenoneoftheMackowski

family’ssubordinatescouldbeheardsaying,“He’sjustaservant,master!We’vealreadysurroundedthe

UnderworldValley’sentrance,sooncehefinallycomesout,we’llbesuretohackhimintopieces!With

thatsaid,youdon’thavetostayherewithusinwaitforhim!We’lldefinitelybringhiscorpsebackto

you!”

Justasthesubordinatehadsaid,Yusefhadbeenlyinginwait—withhismenatthemouthofthe

UndergroundValley—thisentiretime.Eventhoughanentiremonthhadpassed,Yusef’sresentmenthad

yettosubsideintheslightest.



Afterall,Geraldhadtrickedhimnotonce,buttwice!HewasnearlykilledbyFezrumozbackthenaswell!

Allthiswasfartoohumiliatingforhim!Withthat,hesworethathewouldkillGeraldwithhisveryown

handsifitwasthelastthinghedid!

“Look,I’mnottryingtoputyoudownoranything,butthere’ssimplynowayallofyoucandefeathim!

Justsoyouknow,thatyoungmanpossessessomethingveryimportantinhisbody.Afterall,despite

beingsoyoung,he’salreadyundergonesuchimmensetraining!Withthatinmind,Ican’tletanything

elsegoamiss!I’lldefinitelybekillinghimpersonally!”growledtheangeredYusefinresponse.

“…Isee…Still,thatyouth…Hisendurancereallyissomethingelse…Afterall,hehasn’texitedfromthe

valleyinanentiremonth!”mutteredtheanxioussubordinate.

“Humph!FromwhatIcanassume,hemusthavealreadyfoundthePrimocorose!Iguesshe’scurrently

justbidinghistimeasherecovers!Evenso,he’lldefinitelycomeoutsoonerorlater!Afterall,mostof

theUndergroundValleyissurroundedbyapoisonousmiasma.Withthatsaid,theentrancewe’re

currentlyblockingisalsotheonlysafeexitforhim!Aslongaswekeepwaitinghere,he’llsurelycome

out!”sneeredYusef.

Thesecondhissentenceended,Yuseffelthiseyelidstwitchslightly.



Afigurecouldsuddenlybeseenwalkingoutofthevalley…Squintinghiseyes,Yusefendedupbursting

inlaughterwhenhefinallyrealizedwhothatpersonwas.

“Hah!AndhereIthoughtyoudiedinthereorsomething!So,you’restillalive!”scoffedYusefashe

staredattheslowlyapproachingGerald.

“Oh?Doyouwantmedeadthatbadly?”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

“You…Youb*stard!Tothinkyou’djustwalkoutoftheresocasually!”growledYusefbeforerevealinga

spine-tinglingsmile.

Asecondlater,however,Yuseffoundhimselfslowlyraisinganeyebrow.

“…So,itseemsthatIdidn’tmisinterpretmyinitialassumption!Youreallyhavemadeatrulymassive

leapinimprovementinonlyasinglemonth!”mutteredYusefinslightdisbelief.



Shakinghishead,Yusefthendeclared,“ItappearsthatifIdon’tkillyoutoday,you’llsurelyendupbeing

muchstrongerthanmethenexttimewemeet!”
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Followingthat,anexplosivesoundcouldbeheard!

Everyonecouldonlywatchwide-eyedasallthesurroundingleavesbegangatheringinfrontofYusuf,

specificallyinfrontofhischest…

Theleavesthenbeganballingup,andoncetheorbofleaveswaslargeenough,Yusefboundedforward,

usinghischesttolaunchtheballofleavesforward!

Atthatmoment,anotherexplosivesoundcouldbeheardastheorbofleavesflewsoquicklyatGerald

thatitwashardtoevenseeitproperly!

Inresponse,Geraldpositionedhisfingersintoaswordformationbeforedeclaringinhismind,‘Goforth,

Storm-ForgedBlade!’



Immediatelyafter,Geraldflickedhisfingersinthedirectionoftheorb,shootingabladeoflightoutin

retaliation!

Explosionuponexplosionensuedasthetwoattacksflewtowardeachother…Untilfinally,thelargeball

ofleaveswasslicedclearintwo,creatingtheloudestexplosionyet!

Everyonepresentcouldonlytakeafewstepsbackintheirshock,utterlystupefiedbythesheeramount

ofpowertheyhadjustwitnessed.

“…What?”mutteredthenowbewilderedYusef.Thatboy…howcouldhehavedealtwithhisstrongest

attacksocalmly?!

“You…You’vealreadyenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm?Howisthatpossible?Whendidyou

evenmakethatbreakthrough?!”askedYusefinhisdisbelief.



“Onlyyesterday,tobequitehonest.It’sbeenquiteawhilesincemytraininghaltedattheEighth-rank,

youknow?TothinkI’dfinallymakeitthrough!”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

“You…Youcouldn’thavemanagedtodosowithoutexternalhelp!”retortedYusef,stillunableto

believeallthis.

TruetoYusef’swords,GeraldhadonlybeenabletobreachtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealmwiththe

aidofthatcoldpond.Withthestimulusfromthepondinadditiontotheampleholyspiritshere,Gerald

wastruthfullyabletogettothenextrankrathersmoothly.

Ifhewastobecompletelyhonest,evenGeraldhadn’tanticipatedsuchrapidresults.

Regardless,Geraldreallywasn’ttookeenondealingwithYusefatthemomentsincetherewereso

manypeoplefromtheMackowskifamilypresent.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensaid,“Apologies,Yusef,butIstillhavesomeaffairstodealwith.With

thatsaid,I’mafraidwewon’tbeabletodetermineawinnertoday!Restassured,I’lldefinitelycome



lookforyouonceI’mdonewitheverything!I’llbetakingmyleavenow!”

Followingthat,Gerald’sbodyseemedtoflickerforamomentbeforedisappearingcompletely!

“Afterhim!”shoutedseveraloftheMackowskifamily’sdisciples.

Beforetheycouldevenmakeamove,however,Yusefraisedhishandbeforeshouting,“Stop!Don’t

pursuehimanyfurther!”

“What?Butwhy,master?Didn’tyousaywecouldn’tlethimremainalive?”askedafewofhismen.

“Humph!Ifhewasalone,I’dsurelyhavedealtwithhim!However,thereseemstobeanexceptional

personhelpingthatb*stard!Noneofyoumayhavenoticedhim,butcouldsensehispresence.Withthat

said,wewouldhavehadtodealwithtwoverypowerfulmen—who’vebothenteredtheNinth-rankof

theRuneRealm—ifwecontinuedchasinghim!That’ssomethingevenIhavetoadmitwewon’tbeable

tohandle!”grumbledYusefinaresentfultoneasheclenchedhisfiststightly…



Meanwhile,thesnapofwhipcouldbeheardwithintheQuartermainfamily’smansionlocatedin

Jaellatra’sBarioCity.

“Hurryupalready!Ifyoudon’tfinishwhatyou’vebeenorderedtodointime,Iwon’tbemerciful!”

shoutedamustachedmiddle-agedman.

Appearingtobeahousekeeperofsorts,themanhadwhippedthewomanbeforehimsinceshewas

takingabittooslowjusttowashafewvegetables.

Regardless,thoughthewomanwasfurious,shedidn’tdaretosayaword…

Ofcourse,shewasnoneotherthanGerald’seldersister,Jessica…
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AftergettingcapturedbytheQuartermainsinJaellatra,Jessicahadsufferedterriblyeverysingleday.

Despiteconstantlybeinghurt,however,herwillremainedstrong.



ShebelievedthatGeraldwoulddefinitelycomeonedaytosaveherfromthisplace.Withthatinmind,

sheknewthatsheneededtosurvivelongenoughforhimtodoso.

Unbeknownsttoher,thatdaywouldcomesoonerthanexpected.

Afterall,GeraldwasalreadyinJaellatra,andhehadevenpostponedhisfightwithYosefsincehe

prioritizedsavinghissister.

Eitherway,nowthathehadenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm,Geraldwasprettymuchalready

onhiswayintoenteringtheSageRealm.Duetothat,heknewhedidn’tneedtobeafraidofdealing

withtheQuartermainsanymore.Hecouldnowfinallysavehissister!

Itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldarrivedinBarioCity.Nowaloneanddonningalongrobe,Geraldslowly

madehiswayacrossthecity’sstreets.

Allalongthestreet,Geraldsawluxuriouslydressedpeopleeverywhere.Asitturnedout,thoseliving

hereappearedtobequitewealthy.



JustasGeraldwaspassingbytworichyoungheirs,heheardthemsaysomethingthatinstantlycaught

hisattention.

“Say,haveyouheard?TheyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamilyishavinghisbirthdaypartyin

FeatherlightPavilion!”

“Oh?Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’shurryoverandhavealookforourselves!”

So,theyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamilywashostingaparty,washe?Thiswasexcellent!

WhileGeraldhadinitiallyplannedonheadingstraightfortheQuartermain’smansion,nowthathehad

bumpedintosuchaperfectscenario,Geraldwasdefinitelygoingtoallowtheyoungmasterofthe

Quartermainfamilytoleadthewayforhiminstead!



Sincehewasnowgoingwiththisplananyway,perhapsGeraldwouldhaveachancetopresentalittle

gifttotheQuartermainsuponmeetingthem…

Tailingbehindthetworichheirs,Geraldthencontinuedthinkingabouthisnextstepashefollowedthe

duototheFeatherlightPavilion…

Uponarriving,itwasnaturallynoissueforGeraldtoleappastthePavilion’shighwallsandenter

throughthebackdoor.Carefullypassingthroughthelargehallswithoutmakingasound,Gerald

managedtoslippastunnoticedallthewaytothepackedbanquethall.

FromwhatGeraldcouldsee,thecrowdconsistedmostlyofrichheirsinBarioCitywhiletheotherswere

simplyotherprestigiousandpowerfulpeople.

Ashewasanalyzingthecrowd,heheardsomeonesuddenlyshout,“HerecomesYoungMasterYesirn!”

Followingthat,theluxuriouslydressedyoungmasteroftheQuartermainfamily,YesirnQuartermain,

walkedoutfrombehindacurtainashestaredatthecrowdthroughhissunglasses.



Standingbyhisside,weretwosturdy-lookinganddark-skinnedmenwithfrigidexpressionsontheir

faces.Lookingatthem,GeraldcouldalreadytellthattheywereYesirn’spersonalbodyguards.Afterall,

theduohadtoatleasthaveenteredtheFourth-rankoftheRuneRealmwithhowstrongtheywere.

Truthbetold,GeraldhadalreadynoticedthatthingsweredifferenthereinJaellatra.Afterall,

exceptionallystrongpeopleseemedtobethenormhere,anditwasn’tevenallthatuncommontosee

thosewhohadmanagedtoentertheRuneRealm.

ThiswaswhyJaellatrawassuchamysteriousandpowerfulplace.

Regardless,YoungMasterQuartermainhimselfwassimplyaNinth-rankmaster.Inotherwords,he

hadn’tenteredtheRuneRealmyet.NotthatthatmatteredtoGerald.Tohim,thesepeopleweregoing

tobenothingbutcorpsessoonerorlateranyway.

Whateverthecasewas,Yesirn’sappearancemadetheentirebanquethallfallsilent.Nobodythere

daredtooffendtheQuartermains,sotheysimplystaredsilentlyattheimposingyoungmaster.



Lookingatthecrowdbeforehim,Yesirnthenshouted,“Ladiesandgentlemen!Welcometomybirthday

party!It’smytreattoday,somakesuretoenjoyyourselvestothefullest!”
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Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlyburstintocheer!

Gerald,ontheotherhand,silentlyremainedlow-profileinadarkcornerofthebanquethall.Tohim,

todaywasn’tadayforcelebratingYesirn’sbirthday.Instead,GeraldsawtodayasthedayofYesirn’s

memorialceremony.

Watchingaseveryonecontinuedbeingimmersedinthedelightofsensualpleasuresanddrinking,Yesirn

didn’tevenrealizethatagreatdangerwasabouttobefallhim…

TherewasasayingthatGeraldhadpreviouslyheardofthatsuitedwhathewasabouttodotoatee.

Essentially,‘Theendofthepartyisalwaysthebesttimeforonetogettheirbusinessdone’.

Ashethoughtaboutthat,Geraldmadesurethathishoodwasdownbeforeleapingintotheair!



Itwasasecondlaterwheneveryonepresentwatchedasastrong-lookingpersondroppedfromthe

banquethall’sceiling…beforelandingontooneofthediningtables!

Shockedbyallthenoiseandthefactthatthediningtablehadbeensplitcleaninhalf,thesurrounding

guestsseatedtherequicklyranoffinfear!

Duetothesuddendisorder,theinitiallyjoyfulatmospherequicklyvanishedandwasinstantlyreplaced

withfeelingsoftensenessanddread.Inaway,everyonecouldsensethatabattlewasimminent.

“Whoareyou?Andhowdareyoucrashmybirthdayparty!Areyoudeliberatelytryingtocourtdeath?!”

shoutedthenewfuriousYesirnasheglaredatGeraldwithmurderousintent.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlylaughedinarathercontemptuousmannerbeforeslowlyliftinghis

hoodoffandrevealinghowhelooked…

“Howflamboyantyouare,YoungMasterQuartermain!Icanseehowmuchyouenjoybeingsooverthe

top!”scoffedGerald.



“Again,whoareyou?”growledYesirnashecontinuedglaringatGerald.

“MynameisGeraldCrawford!”declaredGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitationinhistone.

Uponhearingthat,Yesirnfoundhimselfinstantlyshockedandsurprised.However,hisexpression

quicklyturnedintooneofcontempt.TothinkthatthepersonbeforehimnowwasGerald,thewildman

whohadkidnappedhisyoungersister,Mila!

“Humph!AndhereIwasthinkingwhoitwas!You’rethatwildmanwhokidnappedmyyoungersister,

aren’tyou?TothinkthatyouactuallydaredtocometoJaellatraalone!Youmusttrulyhaveadeath

wish!”sneeredYesirn.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyretorted,“Thankyouforpointingouttheobvious,YoungMaster

Quartermain!Regardless,thefactthatI’mherealoneshouldpaintaprettyclearpicturethatIcaneasily

dealwithyouwithoutevenneedinghelpfromothers!Nowthen,listenclosely.I’mgivingyouachance

toorderyourmentoreleasemyeldersisterandbringhertome.Ifyoudoso,I’llstillmakeyou

handicapped,butyourlifewillbespared.Ifyoudecidenottocomply,however,I’llbeteachingyouand

therestofyourfamilyaverybloodylesson!”



DespitethefactthatGeraldhadlaughedatYesirn’swords—ratherthanchoosingtobeangered—,

everyonecouldfeelhowmurderouseachofhiswordswere.FromhowfrigidGerald’sexpressionwas,

theyknewthathisproposalwasn’tanemptythreateither.

NotonlyhadtheQuartermainsruinedhisbrother’seyesandtongue,buttheyhadalsobrokenhis

parents’legs!Asifthatwasn’talreadyenough,theyevencapturedhiseldersister!Allthisgavebirthto

thekindofresentmentthatcouldn’teasilybeeliminated.InGerald’seyes,theQuartermainshadtobe

exterminatednomatterwhat.ItwasthatdrivetohavehisrevengethatbroughthimtoJaellatrainthe

firstplace!

“Youarrogantb*stard!So,youaren’tafraidoftheQuartermainsatall,areyou?Justsoyouknow,killing

youwouldbeaseasyasmurderingachicken!”roaredtheinfuriatedYesirn.

Frowninginslightdisdain,Geraldthensneered,“Achickenyousay?Verywell,then!Let’sseewhoends

uponthechoppingboard!”

Thesecondhissentenceended,Geraldinstantlyreleasedhisimmensemurderousintentandallthe

essentialqithathehadbeenholdingbackthisentiretime.



Andjustlikethat,Yesirn’sangerturnedintodeepfear.LookingatGeraldnowwassopressuringthat

Yesirnfoundithardtoevenbreathe!However,theworsthadyettocome.

DuetotheintensityofGerald’sessentialqi,manyofthepeoplearoundhimwereinstantlyafflictedwith

disruptionsintheirbloodcirculatorysystems!Asaresult,thosewhoweretooclosetohiminstantly

diedonthespot!

This,ofcourse,wasnatural.Afterall,noordinarypersonwouldbeabletoresisttheessentialqiowned

byaNinth-rankChakraKing!

Swallowingdownhisdiscomfort,Yesirnthenturnedtolookathistwobodyguardsbeforeordering,“W-

whatthehellareyoutwostillstandingthereinadazefor?!Gogethim!”

Hearingthat,bothoftheguardsinstantlybegandashingtowardGeraldwithimmensespeed!
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Seeingthat,Geraldsimplypushedhispalmsforward,instantlysendingthetwoguardsflyingbackward

fromablastofpowerfulessentialqi!

Whenthetwobodieslanded,Yesirnrealizedthatbothofthemhaddiedthereandthen.Asingleblow!

ThatwasallittookfromGeraldtokillbothhisstrongestguards…!

NowfullyawarethathewastrulypowerlessagainstGerald,thehorrifiedYesirnfoundhimselfquivering

asheslowlytookafewstepsbackwhilethreatening,“S-stayback…!Ifyoudarelayevenafingeronme,

myfamilywon’teventhinkaboutsparingyou…!”

ThoughYesirnknewthathisdeathwasimminent,hewasstilltryingtousetheQuartermainsto

threatenGerald.Afterall,Geraldhadcomealonetodealwithhisfamily.Withhimbeingsoreckless,

Geraldwassuretobeaninsensiblepersonthatwouldpossiblyfallforhisthreats,right…?

Yesirn’shopesforsuchascenarioprovedthathereallywasasdumbasapost.

ToYesirn’shorror,Geraldthenbeganwalkingovertohim,lookingverymuchlikealoomingGodof

Death…



JustasGeraldwasabouttoreachYesirn,however,heinstantlyfeltanimmensemurderousaurafrom

behindhimasaninfuriatedvoiceroared,“YoungMaster!”

Turningaround,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofamiddle-agedman—donningblackmartialarts

clothing—launchinganattackstraightforhim!

However,Geraldbarelyevenflinched.Instead,hesimplytiltedhisbodyslightly,successfullydodging

thatman’sattackwithease!

“Oh!IsthatThunderclapPunch?”askedGeraldrathercasuallyafterobservingthatmiddle-agedman’s

attack.

ThunderclapPunchwasaconstantlychangingattackthatwasalsothemostpowerfultacticinthe

ChurchoftheHolyStar.Withthatsaid,Geraldhonestlyhadn’tanticipatedthatthepersonnowbefore

himcouldactuallyperformsuchastrongattack.



“Humph!Soevenab*stardlikeyourecognizestheThunderclapPunch!Regardless,howdareyou

disrespectYoungMasterQuartermainlikethat!Duetoyouractions,don’tblamemeforvanquishing

you!”snortedthemiddle-agedmanashenarrowedhiscold,murderouseyes.

Feelinglikehisherohadarrived,Yesirnthenordered,“M-Mr.Cygan!Killhim!He’sGerald!”

Themiddle-agedmanwentbyMiguelCygan,andhewastheguardianoftheQuartermainfamily.With

thestrengthofaSixth-rankChakraKing,hehadcomefromtheChurchoftheHolyStar,whichexplained

whyhewasabletoperformtheThunderclapPunchinthefirstplace.Regardless,hewasconsideredto

beoneoftheverybestwithintheQuartermainfamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingYesirn’swords,Miguelfoundhimselfinstantlyshockedasheshouted,“What?!

So,you’reGerald?HowdaringofyoutocomeovertoJaellatraonyourown!Youmustreallybeitching

tojoinyourancestors!”

Migueltrulyhadn’texpectedtheQuartermain’senemytojustshowupbeforethemlikethis!



Snortinginresponseashelookedatthemiddle-agedman—whowasglaringicilyathim—Geraldthen

replied,“What’sthereformetobeafraidof?Justsoyouknow,oneofmygoalsofcominghereisto

exterminatetheQuartermains!”

WithhowdeterminedGerald’svoicewas,itwasevidentthathewasn’tafraidofMiguelatall.Afterall,

MiguelwasnothingbutaSixth-rankChakraKing.HewasnothingtoGerald!

“ExterminatetheQuartermainfamilyyousay?You’llhavetogetthroughmefirst!”roaredMiguelashe

clenchedhisfistssotightlythattheveinsonhisarmsinstantlybulged.

Followingthat,Migueldartedforwardsoquicklythatitalmostseemedlikehisshadowhadbeenleft

behind!

Liftinghishand,Miguelthenspreadhisfingersapart—reminiscentofaclawingmotion—asheyelled,

“RisingDragon!”

Staringattheincomingmiddle-agedman—whoseattackmadehimlooklikeadragonburstingoutfrom

thesea—Geraldsimplyyelledbackinafrigidtone,“ThrustingDragon!”
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Followingthat,Gerald’shandsturnedassharpasclawsaswell!

BeforeMiguelcouldevenlandhisattack,Geraldeasilygrabbedthemiddle-agedmanbytheneck

beforeliftingandtossinghimtotheside!

Hisnecknowbloodied,theheavilyinjuredMiguelslowlygottohisknees—withmuchdifficulty—before

muttering,“…You…To…thinkthatyou…knewhow…tousetheThunderclap…!”

WithMiguel’sbloodquiteliterallygushingoutofhismouthnow,thedyingmanwasn’tevenableto

completehissentence.

However,hedidknowforafactthatGeraldhadusedthatattacktogetherwiththeThrustingDragon…

Withthatsaid,Migueltrulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtoactuallyusetheskillthathehadbeensoproudof

masteringtoendhislife…

Knowingthathewouldneverbeabletoredeemhimselfofthishumiliation,Miguelfinallygaveup,

floppingrightintohisownpoolofblood,dead…



Afterwitnessingallthat,Yesirnwasnowsoterrifiedthathealmostappearedtobeinsomesortof

trance!Slowlysquattingtokeephiswildlytremblingbodybalanced,Yesirnfoundhimselfthinking,

‘…NotevenMiguel,aSixth-rankChakraKingandaguardianoftheQuartermainfamilywasabletodeal

withGerald…!Withthatinmind,whoelseistheretocomesaveme…?!’

NowthatMiguelhadbeendealtwith,GeraldturnedtostareatYesirnbeforemocking,“Nowthen…

Whoelseistheretosaveyou,YoungMasterQuartermain?”

“P-please,Mr.Crawford…!Please,forgiveme…!IadmitthatIwaswrongandthatIshouldn’thave

offendedyou…!Withthatsaid,pleasebethebiggermanandspareme…!I’lldefinitelybereturning

homenowtoreturnyoureldersistertoyou…!”beggedYesirn,knowingthattherewasnootherwayout

forhim.

ThoughYesirnthencrawledovertoGerald’sfeetwhilebeggingpiteously,hewastruthfullyalready

thinkingabouthisescapeplan.Intheend,Yesirnbelievedthataslongashecouldreunitewithhis

family,hewouldsurelybeabletogetsomepeopletodealwithGerald!

Ofcourse,GeraldwasabletoreadthroughYesirn’sthoughtslikeanopenbook.



‘You’reajoke,youknowthat?Don’tyourealizeyou’realreadyinmygrasps?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

TherewasnowayinhellthatGeraldwasgoingtoallowYesirntoleave…Afterall,hewasgoingtouse

himtoforcetheQuartermainstoreturnJessicatohim!

Withthatinmind,GeraldsimplyslappedYesirntightonhisface,notevenbotheringaboutanythingthe

youngmasterhadjustsaid!

Momentarilyflungtotheside,Yesirnslowlyfumbledtohiskneesagain,hismouthnowbloodiedand

severalofhisteethmissing.Ratherthanayoungmaster,Yesirnwasnownothingmorethanatargetof

scorn.

Regardless,alloftheremainingparticipantsofthebirthdayparty—whowerestillalive—hadalready

fledtheFeatherlightPavilionbythispoint,andmanyofthepavilion’smanagementteamweretoo

frightenedtoevenmakeamove.



However,thereweresomesensiblepeoplewhoinstantlyrushedtotheQuartermainstoreportthe

incidenttothem.Afterall,YoungMasterQuartermaingettingbeatenupwasamajorissuethatwould

surelycauseagreatuproarwithintheentiretyofBarioCity.

Naturally,Geraldhadfullyanticipatedthat.Withthat,hesimplysteppedonYesirn’sface,applyingabit

morepressureashewarned,“Nowthen…I’llbewaitingforyourfamilytocome.You’dbesthopethat

mysisteriswiththemoncetheyarrive.Otherwise,yourfamily’sgoingtobegreetedbythesightofyour

freshcorpse!”

Uponhearingthat,YesirninstantlybeganprayingthathisfamilywouldbringJessicaalong.Iftheydidn’t,

heknewforafactthatGeraldwouldkillhimwithoutasecondthought!

ItwasaroundtenminuteslaterwhenacommotioncouldbeheardoutsidetheFeatherlightPavilion.It

wasquiteobvioustoGeraldwhowasmakingallthatruckus.

Secondslater,themasteroftheQuartermainfamilyhimself—HenrickQuartermain—camerushingpast

thepavilion’sdoors,withmanyotherQuartermainsfollowingbehindhim.



SinceHenrickhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm,hewasaterrifyinglystrongperson.Thefactthathis

sonhadbeenbeatenupsoterriblyonlyservedtofurtherincreasehisangerandintimidatingaura.

WhilehewasinitiallyshockedtofindoutthatGeraldhadcometoJaellatralookingfortroublewithhis

family,afterhearingwhattheyouthhaddonetohisson,thatsurprisequicklyturnedintotheurgeto

hackGeraldintopieces.

Regardless,whenHenrickfinallysawhisson,heinstantlyroared,“Yesirn…!”

“D-Dad…!Please,saveme…!”criedoutYesirnwhowasstillbeingsteppedon.

Seeinghowhissonwasbeingtreated,Henrick’sbloodinstantlyboiledashisveinsbecamestrikingly

visibleandhisessentialqibeganflaringwildly.Ifitwasn’tforthefactthathisson’sheadwasbeing

steppedon,HenrickreallywantedtojustgoontheattackandkillGeraldonthespot!

Knowingbetterthantodothat,HenrickthenpointedatGeraldbeforethreatening,“You’dbestrelease

myson,elseI’mslicingyouintoamillionpieces,Gerald!”



“Oh?Areyoureallyinapositiontothreatenme?”scoffedGeraldinafrigidtoneasheturnedtolookat

Henrick.
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ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,acrisp‘crack’couldbeheard.Followingthat,Yesirn’sscreamsof

painfilledtheair!

GeraldhadjustcrushedoneofYesirn’sarms,andtheexcruciatingpainthattheyoungmasterwas

feelingwasevidentinhisexpression.

Seeingthat,Henrick’sfuryknewnoboundsasheglaredatGeraldwhileshouting,“You…!”

“Look,youoldb*stard!Yourson’sinmyhands,andifyouwanthimalivebytheendofallthis,you’d

betterhandovermysister!I’msureyouknowwhat’llhappentohimifyoudon’tcomply!”retorted

Geraldstraightforwardly,notwantingtowasteanymoretimethanheneededtowithHenrick.

ItwasclearlyaproposalthatHenrickcouldn’trejectunlesshedidn’tcareabouthisson,andeveryone

thereknewthat.



Inresponse,however,HenricksimplycontinuedpointingatGeraldasheyelled,“Listenhere,ifmyson

diesneitheryounoryoursisterwillbeabletoleaveJaellatraaliveaswell!”

‘You’rereallyaskingforit,aren’tyou?’Geraldthoughttohimself.Ratherthanfeelingafraid,themore

Henrickthreatenedhim,themoreannoyedhegot.

Withthat,morecrackingsoundscouldbeheard,followedbyanotherear-piercingscreamfromYesirn!

“P-please…dad…!Pro-promisehimthatyou’llreturnher…!I…Idon’twanttodie…!”pleadedthe

agonizedyoungmaster.

Seeinghissonbeingtorturedsomuch,Henrickgaveitsomethought,grittinghisteeththeentiretime

beforeeventuallygrowling,“…Fine!YouhavemywordthatI’llreturnJessicatoyou!”

Understandingthattheprioritywastokeephissonalive,Henrickthenturnedtofaceoneofhisservants



beforeordering,“GobringJessicaover!”

Hearingthat,theservantinstantlyrushedbacktotheQuartermainfamilymanortoretrieveGerald’s

sister.

BeforeHenrickcouldsayanotherthing,however,heheardGeraldshout,“You’dbetternotbeplaying

anytricksonme,youoldb*stard!Ifeventheslightestharmcomestomysister,Iguaranteethatyour

familywillhaveabloodypricetopay!”

ThoughHenrickremainedsilent,hewasnowmoreenragedthanever.

Tothinkthathe,themightyandmagnificentmasteroftheQuartermainfamily,wouldactuallybe

threatenedbythisinexperiencedyoungman!Ifwordaboutthisgotout,he’dsurelydrownin

humiliation!

However,hewasn’ttooworriedaboutthatscenariohappening.Afterall,thesecondhissonwasoutof

danger,hecouldjustkillbothGeraldandhissisteronthespot!Evenifhefailedtodosoimmediately,

hewasdefinitelynotlettingthemleaveBariocityunscathed.



ItwasaroundtenminuteslaterwhenJessicawasledintothepavilionundertheguideoftwoservants...

UponrealizingGerald’spresence,hereyesinstantlytearedupasshecriedout,“Gerald…!”

Sheknewheryoungerbrotherwoulddefinitelycomesaveher…!

“Don’tworry,sister!Bothofuswillsurelyleavethisplacesafely!”consoledGerald.

LookingatallthescarsandinjuriesJessicahadsuffered,herpitifulstateonlyservedtofuelGeraldwith

anevengreaterwrath.HereallywantedtochopalltheQuartermainsintopiecesrightnow!

Evenso,herefrained,knowingverywellthattheprioritywastorescuehissisterfirst.Hewasn’tgoing

toallowhertosustainanyfurtherinjuries.



Regardless,uponhearingGerald’swords,Jessicasimplynoddedslightly.ShebelievedinGerald,andshe

knewthattheyweregoingtomakeitoutofallthis.

Unwillingtofurtherwatchtheheart-warmingscenebetweenthetwosiblings,Henrickthendemanded,

“Look,I’vebroughtyoursisterhere,Gerald!Nowreleasemyson!”

“Humph!Impatient,aren’twe?Releasemysisterfirstifyouwanthimback!”sneeredGeraldashe

glaredatHenrick.

Chapter1602

“You…!Listenhere,yoursister’sstillinmygrasp!Don’tyouevendareconsiderplayinganytricks,you

hear?!”retortedHenrickasheangrilygrabbedJessicabyherneck.

“Youoldb*stard!Onewrongmoveonmysisterandyoursonwillbedead!IfyouthinkI’mjustjoking

around,thentryme!”roaredGeraldasheinstantlyliftedYesirnbyhisneckaswell.

WhenHenricksawthathisson’seyeswerealreadyrollingbackonhisreddenedface,themasterofthe

QuartermainfamilyknewthathisthreatsmeantnothingtoGerald.



Ratherreluctantly,HenrickthenreleasedJessica’sneckbeforereplying,“…Fine!Let’sexchangeour

hostagesatthesametimethen!”

Hearingthat,Geraldknewthathehadtoplayalong.ReleasingYesirn’sneckaswell,bothGeraldand

Henrickbeganslowlywalkingtowardeachother,makingsuretohaveafirmgraspontheirhostages’

backs.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,thetwomenreleasedtheirgraspsatthesametime,allowingYesirnand

Jessicatobeginwalkingtowardtheotherparty…

However,thesecondthetwopassedeachother,HenrickmadeadashtowardJessica!Sincehispalm

wasalreadychargedwithessentialqi,itwasobviousthatHenrickhadplannedtodothisfromthevery

beginning!

However,GeraldhadnaturallyreadHenrick’smindlongbeforethisexchange.Withthatinmind,Gerald

wasabletoinstantaneouslyrespondbydraggingJessicaoverandlaunchinghisownpalmattack!



WhatfollowedwasanexplosivesoundthatshooktheentireFeatherlightPavilion!

Withdustanddebrisflyingallovertheplace,Geraldusedthatchancetosuccessfullyfleethepavilion

togetherwithhissister!

Bythetimethedusthadsettled,Henrickrealizedthathehadbeenoutwitted!

Hisangerwascutshortwhenheheardhisservantsshouting,“Y-youngmaster…!”

Turningaround,Henrickwatchedashisservantsquicklyranovertohisson’sside…However,Yesirn…

Hewaslyingmotionlessatopapoolofhisownblood!

Momentarilyfrozeninplace,Henrickfinallysnappedoutofitwhenoneofhisservantsturnedtolookat

himbeforecryingout,“M-master…!Youngmaster,he’s…He’sdead!”



Uponhearingthat,Henrickfeltasthoughhehadjustbeenfatallystruckbylightning.

“Yesirn…!”shoutedHenrickasherantowardhisson’scorpse.

ThoughbloodwasstillflowingendlesslyoutofYesirn’sgapingneck,itwasevidentthattheboywasno

longeramongtheliving.

Astohowthatgashhadgotthere,duringtheearliermomentsofchaos,GeraldhadorderedJade

InfusedBlade—whohadbeenwithinGerald’sbodythisentiretime—tomomentarilyrevealhimselfand

sliceYesirn’sneck!SincenobodythereknewaboutJadeInfusedBlade,thedeedmanagedtobedone

ratherstealthily.

Regardless,thenowdeeplypainedHenrickthenhowledinrage,“I’mtearingoffallyourskinonceIget

myhandsonyou,Gerald…!I’mbreakingeverysingletendonofyourstoo,andonceI’mdone,I’lldrink

everylastdropofyourblood…!”



Meanwhile,Geraldwasalreadyrushingoutofthecitywithimmensespeed.

“They…Won’tpursueus,right…?”askedaworriedJessicaasshecontinuedclingingontoGerald’sback.

“Eveniftheydo,I’llprotectyou,sister!There’snoneedtoworry!”reassuredGeraldwhohadalready

thoughtabouthisnextmove.

Soonenough,bothofthemarrivedatthemouthoftheUnderworldValley…

Evenfromafar,Jessicahadalreadynoticedagracefulbutnervous-lookingwomansittingunderalarge

treenearthemouthofthevalley.ThepersoninquestionwasNori!

AfterJadeInfusedBladegotthePrimocoroseforGerald,bothofthemhaddecidedtomomentarilypart

wayswithNori.BeforeheadingofftoBariocity,however,Geraldhadtoldhertowaithereforhimsince

hestillneededherhelpwithsomething.



Regardless,uponseeingthatGeraldhadmadeasafereturn,Noriinstantlygottoherfeetbefore

shouting,“Gerald…!”

GeraldhimselfwastednotimeinhandinghissisterovertoNori.

“Nori,IstillhavetodealwiththosepeoplesoI’llbeleavingmysisterinyourcareforthemoment.Make

suretoleaveimmediately!Also,takethissoundtalisman.OnceI’mdonedealingwiththem,I’llcontact

youbeforemeetingupagain!”instructedGeraldashetookatalismanoutfromhispocketbefore

handingittoNori.
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“Pleasebecareful,alright,Gerald…?”mutteredJessicabeforeherbrotherpartedways.

SheknewhowmuchtroubleGeraldhadgottenhimselfintojusttosaveher.Withthatinmind,shewas

ratherreluctanttoseehimputhimselfindangeragainnowthattheyhadmadeitoutinonepiece.If

anythingterriblehappenedtohimbecauseofher,Jessicawaswellawarethatshewouldremainguilty

aboutthatfortherestofherlife…

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyrevealedanunderstandingsmilebeforesaying,“Youdon’thavetoworry

aboutme,sister!”



Withthat,theyouthturnedaroundandinstantlyleft...

Nottoofaraway,HenrickwasleadingseveralofhismeninpursuitofGerald.SinceHenrickhadalready

enteredtheSageRealm,hisspeedwasnearunimaginable.

Regardless,whenHenrickfinallysawGerald—whoappearedtobesilentlystandinginplace,waitingfor

hisarrival—themasteroftheQuartermainfamilyfoundhimselfroaring,“You’redyingtodayifit’sthe

lastthingIdo,Gerald…!”

Followingthat,severalpowerful-lookingpeopleleapedoutfrombehindHenrick!Fromthelooksofit,all

ofthemappearedtobeeitherEighthorNinth-rankChakraKings…

WhileGeraldwouldn’thavebeenabletodealwiththeminthepast,thingsweremuchdifferentnow.

Afterall,hewascurrentlyalreadynearingtheendstagesoftheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm.Withthat

inmind,Geraldwasn’tafraidoffacingthosepeopleatall.



Whatmore,hehadtheexceptionalJadeInfusedBlade—whowasalsoaNinth-rankChakraKing—inside

hisbody.Duetothat,Geraldwastechnicallynotfightingalonethistime.

Justashewasthinkingaboutthat,aspectralfigureflewoutofGerald’sbody!Withasingleswipeofhis

aurablade,JadeInfusedBladeeasilydecapitatedallofHenrick’smenbeforeswiftlyreturninginto

Gerald’sbody!NobodyelsewasevenabletosenseJadeInfusedBlade’spresence!

Regardless,uponwatchinghismen’sheadshittheground—beforeslowlyrollingtothesidelikebowling

balls—,Henrickcouldn’thelpbutshiverslightlyinfright.TheywereallEighthandNinth-rankChakra

Kings…!Despitethat,Geraldhadbarelyevenneededafewsecondstotakeallofthemout!

“…Humph!So,you’vealreadyenteredtheNinth-rankoftheRuneRealm!ItappearsthatI’vetruly

lookeddownonyou!However,knowthatthatrankisuselessbeforeme!Afterall,I’vealreadyentered

theSageRealmalongtimeago!You,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowvastlydifferentthatplacesboth

youandme!Withthatsaid,Icaneasilyjustcrushyourskull!”snortedHenrickratherconfidentlyashe

glaredatGerald.

HenrickhonestlyfounditratherunfortunatetohavetokillGerald.Afterall,thefactthatGeraldhad

managedtoentertheRuneRealmatsuchayoungagedefinitelysignifiedhowtalentedtheyouthwas.

Intheend,however,Geraldwashisenemyandtherewasnothinghecoulddotochangethat.



“Oh?Isthatso?You’refreetotryanddosothen,youoldb*stard!”retortedGeraldwithoutthe

slightesthintoffearinhisvoice.

WhileGeraldwasfullyawarethathehadn’tenteredtheSagerealmyet,hebelievedthatHenrickwasn’t

capableenoughtokillhim.Duetothat,hewasn’tafraidoftheQuartermainmaster.

“You…Howarrogant!”shoutedHenrickashedashedforwardwithinhumanspeed!Thiswashowstrong

someonewhohadbreachedtheSageRealmwas!

Intheblinkofaneye,hewasalreadydirectlyinfrontofGerald!AimingforGerald’schest,Henrickthen

struckouthispalm!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttoallowHenricktodoashepleased.Withthat,Geraldstruckouthis

ownpalminretaliation!



Uponcollision,anexplosivesoundwasheard,followedbythegroundbeneaththemformingarather

deepsinkholefromtheimmensepressure!

Asdustanddirtflewinalldirections,Henrickcouldn’thelpbutfeelsurprised.Heneverthoughtthat

Geraldwouldactuallybeabletofightagainsthim!

WhileGeraldwould’vedefinitelynotbeenamatchagainstHenrickinaone-on-onebattle,heactually

hadJadeInfusedBladeonhisside.Withthatinmind,thesetwoindividuals—whohadbothenteredthe

Ninth-rankoftheRuneRealm—werejustenoughtotakeonHenrick.

Naturally,Henrickwascluelessaboutallthis…
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“Soyoumanagedtotakemyfirstblow!Verywell,then!Let’sseeifyoucantakeanother!”snorted

Henrickashetooktwostepsback.

Followingthat,Henrickwavedhishandsslightlybeforeshouting,“HolyFlaringFist!”



Immediatelyafter,hisrightfistwassetablaze!Wastingnotime,themasteroftheQuartermainsthen

beganchargingtowardGerald!

Seeingthat,Geraldquicklyyelled,“HerculeanArmor!”

SneeringattheshieldthatGeraldhadjustputup,Henrickthenmocked,“Justgiveitup!There’snoway

you’llbeabletostopthisattack!”

Asplitsecondlater,athunderoussoundensuedasablazingfirecollidedagainstGerald’sshield!

SincetheflameswereabletobypassGerald’sHerculeanArmor,Geraldinstantlyfeltthepainofhisskin

beingburnt!Hehadn’texpectedHenrick’sattacktobethispowerful!HadGerald’sbodynotpossessed

suchampleamountsofessentialqi,Geraldknewforafactthattheattackcould’veveryeasilyturned

himintonothingbutash!

Regardless,aftertenexcruciatingseconds,theflamesfinallysubsided.Bythispoint,Gerald’sclothes

werenothingmorethanthinstripsofburntcloth!



“…How…Howisthisevenpossible…?!”shoutedthenowwide-eyedHenrickinutterdisbelief.Howwas

Geraldstillalive?!

Smilingcontemptuouslyinresponse,GeraldthenglareddaggersatHenrickbeforeretorting,“Isthatthe

bestyoucando,youoldb*stard?Whatelsedoyouhave?Comeon,showme!”

UnabletotakeanymoreofGerald’smockery,HenrickdecidedthatitwashightimehetookGeraldout

withanextremelystrongattack!

Withhismindmadeup,Henrickthenstompedbothhisfeetontotheground,causingyetanother

sinkholetoformaroundhim!Hisbodynowengulfedwithinaragingfire,Henrickthensnortedbefore

arrogantlydeclaring,“You’llbenothingbutashesoncethisblowlands,Gerald!”

Pushinghisarmsforward,HenrickthensentfiveflamingdragonsflyinginGerald’sdirection!



“Master,thisisbad!ThatattackiscalledtheFiveBlazingDragons!Youwon’tbeabletowithstandit!”

warnedJadeInfusedBladethesecondherealizedwhatwashappening.

TheFiveBlazingDragonswasoneofthefieryartsinJaellatra.Oncethetechniquewasperformed,each

followingfiredragonwouldbemorepowerfulthanthepreviousone.Withthatsaid,thosewhobore

thesamerankastheattackerwouldmostdefinitelyfailtowithstandtheattack.

Despitethewarning,Geralddidn’tbuyJadeInfusedBlade’swords.Afterall,theHerculeanPrimordial

Spiritwasinsidehisbody!

Withthat,thefivedragonsthenrapidlyflewtowardGerald!

DuetoGerald’simmensespeed,hewasabletoeasilydodgethefirstdragon.Watchingasthat

particularserpentcollidedagainstalargetreethatwasbehindhim,Geraldfoundhimselffrowning

slightlywhentheentiretreeturnedintonothingbutasheswithinseconds!

Leapingtoavoidtheseconddragon,Geraldwatchedasitcrashedintoastonewall,resultinginthe

stonescatchingfireastheentirewallcamecrumblingdown!



Aftereasilydodgingthethirdandfourthdragonaswell,however,Geraldwasunabletoavoidgettinghit

bythefinalone!

Sincethefifthfierydragonwasstrongerthanallthepreviousones,Geraldinstantlyfoundhimself

unabletomoveamuscletheseconditcollidedintohim!

Nowinimmensepain,Gerald—whohadbeenflunghighintotheairfromtheimpact—slowlybegan

fallingintotheUnderworldValley’sabyss…

KnowingverywellthatGeralddefinitelywouldn’tbeabletosurvivesuchafall,Henrickfoundhimself

breathingasighofrelief.Hehadfinallyavengedhisson…

Justtomakesure,however,Henricktookafewglancesatthebottomoftheabyss…Sensingnothing,

theQuartermainmasterthenturnedtoleave,neverlookingback…



…ItwasquitesometimelaterwhenGerald’sfingersbegantotwitch.Despitefallingallthewaytothe

bottomoftheUndergroundValley’sabyss—intowhatseemedlikeameadowofsorts—,Geraldhad

survived!Evenso,theterriblyinjuredyouthwasstillunconsciousatthemoment…
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“…Master...Master,please,wakeup…!”calledoutJadeInfusedBlade.

HehadearlierexitedGerald’sbody,andaftersittingquietlybesidetheyouthforawhile,JadeInfused

BladedecidedtoatleasttrytowakeGeraldup.

Watchingastheheavilyinjuredyouth—whosebodywasnowfilledwithscars—continuedbreathing

shallowly,JadeInfusedBladecouldonlysigh.

WithevenGerald’sbarrierofessentialqinowruined,itwashonestlyamiraclethatGeraldwasstillalive.

HaditnotbeenfortheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinhisbody,Geraldwould’veperishedagesago…

Atthatmoment,JadeInfusedBlade’searstwitchedslightly.Followingthat,hequicklyre-entered

Gerald’sbody.Someonewashere!



Secondslater,severaltreebranchesbeganstretchingouttowardGerald…Oncehewasallwrappedup,

thebranchesgentlydraggedhimintoatreehole…

ItwasaboutadaylaterwhenGerald’seyesfinallyopenedagain…Uponattemptingtogetup,Gerald

instantlybegancoughingratherviolently!

“Heynow,don’tgomovingaroundsecondsafteryou’vejustwokenup!Yourinjuriesaren’thealedyet!

Withthatsaid,justliedownandrecuperateforthemoment!”shoutedadeepandalmostgodly-

soundingvoicefromsomewhere…

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyturnedvigilantoutofhabit.Evenafterlookingaround,however,he

couldn’tseemtodetectwherethatvoicehadcomefrom.

“…Who’sthere…?”askedGeraldwithaslightfrown.

Afterchucklingheartily,thevoicethenreplied,“I’matreespiritthatresidesintheUnderworldValley!

I’mtheonewhosavedyou,youknow?Regardless,thetreeholeyou’recurrentlyin…It’sactuallymy



body!Withthatsaid,inaway,you’renowinsideme!”

Hearingthat,Geraldtheninstantlysaid,“Isee…!Thankyouforsavingme,senior…!”

Beforehecouldfurtherexpresshisgratitude,however,Geraldfoundhimselfcoughingvigorouslyagain.

ThemomentGeraldrealizedthattherewasevenbloodinhismouth,thetreespiritsimplyadvised,

“Look,you’reterriblyinjuredatthemoment.Goliedownandstopmovingabout!Understandthatyour

body’sbarrierofessentialqiisslowlyrecovering!Itneedstimetofullyheal!”

Understandingthatthetreespirit’sadvicewassound,Geraldcouldonlyobeyhiswords.Afterlying

downagain,GeraldbeganthinkingabouthowpowerfultheFiveBlazingDragonsattackwas.Fromwhat

hecouldnowtell,theonlywayhewasgoingtobeabletobeatHenrickwasbybreachingtheSage

Realm…

“Alright,nowthatyou’vesettleddownabitandI’mprettysurethatyouhavenowhereelsetogo,tell

me,howdidyousuffersuchseriousinjuries?”askedthetreespirit,clearlytryingtoeasethetension.



“…Well,IhadabattleagainstHenrick,themasteroftheQuartermainfamily!AfterbeinghitbyhisFive

BlazingDragonsattack,Iendedupgettinghitbythefinaldragon!Asaresult,Ifellintothebottomof

theabyss…”repliedGeraldinarathershamefultone.

Intheend,GeraldwasamightypersonwhowasatthelevelofaNinth-rankChakraKing.Despitethat,

hestillendedupgettingterriblybeatenupandheevenfellrightintotheUnderworldValley’sabyss!

Withthatinmind,Geraldtrulyfelthumiliatedbythisdefeat…

MuchtoGerald’sdispleasure,however,thesecondhissentenceended,thetreespiritinstantlybroke

intoaroaroflaughter!

“TheFiveBlazingDragons?Youcan’tbeserious!”scoffedthespiritasitcontinuedlaughingforquitea

while.

Notexpectingtheseniortolaughathimlikethat,thenowfrowningGeraldthenmuttered,“Ismyloss

thatfunnytoyou,senior…?”



“Hmm?Ohno,I’mnotlaughingaboutyou!I’mlaughingaboutHenrick!”repliedthetreespiritashe

quicklyexplainedhimselftoavoidanymisunderstandings.
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“Oh?Whyisthat?”askedGeraldrathercuriously

“Well,yousee,Henrickhasn’tcompletedhistrainingontheFiveBlazingDragonsattack!He’sstillone

levelshort!Withthatinmind,theonlyreasonyouendedupgettingthisseriouslyhurtisbecausehe’s

alreadyenteredtheSageRealm!ThoughIcanseethatyou’realreadynearingtheendoftheRune

Realm,Idon’tthinkIhavetoremindyouthataNinth-rankChakraKingandaSage’spowerisstillvastly

different!”explainedthetreespirit.

“…So…thatattackwasn’twhathurtme?Ionlygotalltheseinjuriesduetoourstrengthdifference?”

askedGeraldratherquickly.

“That’sright!Ifyouneedfurtherproof,beinghurtbyafullymasteredFiveBlazingDragonsattack

would’vedefinitelyreducedyoutonothingbutdust!Thefactthatyou’restillinonepiecesaysalot

aboutthat!”repliedthetreespirit.

“…Isee.Still,youappeartoknowquiteabitabouttheattackandevenHenrick…Whoexactlyareyou,if

youdon’tmindmeasking…?”askedGerald,sensingthatsomethingwasamiss.

Afterall,itwasawonderwhyatreespiritwouldknowsomuchaboutoutsideaffairs…

“Hmm?WellofcourseI’dknowhimwell!Henrick’smyjunior!”repliedthetreespiritwithachuckle.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasinstantlystunned.

“What?He’syourjunior?Butaren’tyou…?”

“Ah,justtoclarify,Iwasn’talwaysatreespirit!Backthen,IhadfoughtagreatbattlewithHenrickinthe

UnderworldValleyaswell!However,duetomycarelessness,Henrickfoundachancetolauncha



completelyavoidablesneakattackonme!Asaresult,Ilostthebattle…Afterbeingtossedintothe

valley’sabyss,mysoulsomehowgotintegratedwithatreespiritwithinthisdeepvalley.Withthatsaid,

I’llbestayinghereforawhile!However,knowthatmyresentmenttowardHenrickhasn’tdiminishedin

theslightest!”detailedthetreespiritwhoclearlydespisedHenrickwithapassion.

Quicklyputtingtwoandtwotogether,Geraldthenasked,“Fromwhatyou’vetoldme,bothyouand

Henrickshareamaster,correct?Whydidyouendupfightingeachother?WhatexactlydidHenrickhave

hiseyeson…?Coulditbethat…”

“Ihavetosaythatyou’rereallysmart,mister!Asyoumayalreadyhaveguessed,Henrickwasaftermy

FiveBlazingDragonsattack!Isay‘my’sinceatthetime,Iwastheonlyonecapableofusingitafter

masterimpartedittome.Thefactthathewasn’tchosennaturallyfuelledhisjealousy,andsincethen,

hewouldconstantlyattempttoobtainthesecretscrolloftheFiveBlazingDragons—thatIkeptwithin

me—inordertotrainforit.”

“Whilehedidsucceedintheend,Ihadonelasttrickupmysleeve!Imadesuretohidethelastpartof

thescrollinthedeepestpartsofmybody,whichwaswhyHenrickonlymanagedtogethishandsonan

incompletescroll!”sneeredthetreespiritashethoughtaboutit.

Afterhearingallthat,itexplainedwhythetreespiritknewsomuchaboutHenrickandtheFiveBlazing

Dragons.Asitturnedout,Henrickwastheoriginalheirtotheattack!

“Again,sincehehasn’tbeenabletocompletehistrainingfortheFiveBlazingDragonsattack,Iassure

youthatyouwereonlyhurtduetohisstrength!”addedthetreespirit.

“…Understood!Speakingofwhich,couldIhaveyourname…?”askedGerald,curiousaboutthetree

spirit’srealnameafterhearingallthat.

“Ofcourse!It’sRomanFreeman!”

“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Freeman!I’mGerald!”introducedGerald.



“Hahaha!Ihaveafeelingthatfatehadaroleinourmeeting,mister!Withthatsaid,I’mwillingtoimpart

thecompleteFiveBlazingDragonsattacktoyouononecondition!Whatdoyousay?”repliedRoman

withasubtlesmile.

“Goon,Mr.Freeman!I’lldefinitelytrymybesttofulfillit!”repliedGerald,overjoyedthatRomanwas

willingtoteachthetechniquetohiminthefirstplace.

AsidefromthefactthathewasgoingtomasteranattackthatwouldsurelybeabletotakeHenrickout

withease,Gerald’senthusiasticreplyalsostemmedfromthefactthathewantedtorepayRoman’s

kindnessforsavinghim.Withthatinmind,hewasfullyreadytoagreetoanyofRoman’sconditions.
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WithRoman’shelp,itonlytookhalfadayforGerald’sinjuriestobecompletelyhealed.

Followingthat,notonlydidRomanbeginimpartingtheFiveBlazingDragonsskillintoGerald,butthe

treespiritalsotaughtGeraldmanyothermartialartsthathehadlearnedthroughouthislifetime.

Withthatinmind,itwasobviousthatGeraldhadagreedwithRoman’sterms.Asforwhatthecondition

itselfwas,whatRomanwantedwasquitestraightforward,anditwashonestlysomethingthatGerald

hadalreadybeenplanningtodoanyway.Inshort,RomanwantedGeraldtoendHenrick’slife.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldwasabletocompletelymastertheFiveBlazingDragonsattack.

SincetheknowledgewasimpartedintoGerald,Geralddidn’tevenneedtoundergoanytrainingto

mastertheskill.Whatmore,hecouldnowusealltheskillsthatRomanhadpreviouslylearned!



Nowthathehadimpartedallhisskills,Roman’svoiceboomedonefinaltimeinthetreeholeashesaid,

“I’veimpartedeverythingthatIknowintoyou,Gerald!NowthatI’vesuccessfullydonemypart,Ican

finallyretire!I’llbeleavingeverythingtoyounow!”

Andjustlikethat,Romanwasgone.Justashissurnameimplied,RomanFreemanwasnowfinallyable

torestinpeace,freefromeverythingthathadpreviouslyheldhimback…

Withthatinmind,GeraldknewthathisnextstepwastogetridofHenrick.Afterall,thesoonerhe

fulfilledRoman’sfinalwish,thebetter.

Steppingoutsidethetreehole,Geraldthenturnedaroundtolookatthetoweringtreebeforehim…

Withdeterminationinhiseyes,Geraldhadaseriousexpressiononhisfaceashedeclared,“Idefinitely

won’tdisappointyou,Mr.Freeman…!”

Aftergivingthetreeadeepbow,hethenturnedtoleave…

Notlongafter,JadeInfusedBlade—whohadbeeninsideGerald’sbodythisentiretime—said,

“Congratulations,master!You’vefinallyenteredtheSageRealm!”

AsaresultofattainingRoman’sskills,theHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwithinGerald’sbodyunderwenta

rapidimprovement,allowingtheyouthtofinallybreachtheSageRealm.

Forapersonwhohadachievedthislevelofstrength,leapingontoroofsandvaultingoverwallswas

nothing.Withthatinmind,Geraldeasilyscaledastonewallbeforeusingthetopofthewalltopropel

himselfintotheair!

ThoughGeraldwantedtoimmediatelydealwithHenrick,heknewthathehadtoatleastmeetupwith

NoriandJessicafirst.

Ifeverythinghadgonetoplan,NorishouldhavebroughtJessicatoasmalltown—nottoofarfromthe



UnderworldValley—torecuperateforawhile,whilewaitingforGerald.Hopingthatthatwasthecase,

Geraldarrivedatthesmalltownjustafewminuteslater.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturnedsafeandsound,bothNoriandJessicawereinstantlyrelieved.Afterall,

theyhadbeenwaitingforhimforalmostanentiredaybythispoint,andbothgirlshadbeenworried

sickthroughoutthatperiod.

“I’msogladthatyou’vereturnedsafely,Gerald…!”criedoutJessicaasshehuggedhimtightly.

Pattingherback,Geraldthenconsoled,“You,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowcapablemymartialarts

skillsare,sister…Withthatinmind,I’dsurelyreturnfinenomatterwhat!”

“AsmuchasI’dlovetobelievethat,accidentscanhappen,youknow?Ifsomethinghappenstoyou,

howamItoevenanswertoourparents…”mumbledJessicawhilepoutinglikeachild.

IfsomethingbadeverhappenedtoGerald,Jessicadidn’tevenknowwhethershe’dstillhavethewillto

liveornot…

Asshethoughtaboutthat,GeraldturnedtofaceNori,agratuitoussmileonhisfaceashesaid,“Also,

thankyoufortakingcareofmysister,Nori!”

“Noproblem!Though…Howdoyouplantorepaymykindness?”teasedNoriinreturn,arather

interestingsmileonherface.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfeltslightlyawkward.Thatawkwardness,however,didn’tstemfrom

herbeauty.Afterall,hewasamarriedmanandhealreadyhadanexceptionallybeautifulwomanashis

wife.

Regardless,Geraldknewthathestillowedherone,sohesimplysuggested,“…Well,let’sjustsaythat

I’mindebtedtoyou!Howwouldyoulikemetorepayyourkindness?Giveitsomethoughtandonce



you’vemadeupyourmind,I’llagreetooneofyourrequests!”

“Deal!Remember,youweretheonewhosuggestedthat,soyou’dbetternotgobackonyourwords!”
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ThewayNorihadsaidit,itwasalmostasthoughshewasafraidthatGeraldwouldendupgoingbackon

hisword.

Sensingthat,Geraldlookedatherwithdeterminedeyesbeforesaying,“Don’tworry,Ialwayskeepmy

word!Afterall,apersonwholiesisnothingbutacoward!”

Followingthat,GeraldalternatedhisgazebetweenhissisterandNoribeforeadding,“Alright,there’s

stillsomethingIneedtosettle.Withthatsaid,I’mgoingtohavetoneedbothofyoutocontinuewaiting

formehereforalittlewhile.Don’tworry,onceIreturn,we’llleavethisplacetogether!Also,remember

nottogooutallwilly-nillyandifneeded,youcancontactmewiththesoundtalisman.Thesecondit’s

activatedI’llrushbackimmediately!”

“…What?You’reheadingoffagain,Gerald?Butwhereto?”askedJessicainaworriedtone.Afterall,to

thinkthattheyhadtopartwaysagainsoquicklyafterreuniting!

“Don’tworry,sister!I’lldefinitelymakeasafereturn!JustknowthattherearestillsomeissuesIneedto

resolve!”repliedGeraldashelookedstraightintoJessica’seyes.

Uponhearingthat,hissistersimplynoddedslowly…She,forone,knewthattherewasnousetryingto

persuadeherbrotheragainstit.Withthatinmind,shecouldonlypraythathewouldreturnunscathed.



Withthat,GeraldthenmadeamassiveleapbeforeflyingbacktoBarioCityatimmensespeeds…

Therewasgoingtobebloodshedtonight,andGeraldwasgoingtomakesurethatnoneofthe

Quartermainswouldremain…

Meanwhile,theQuartermainfamilymanorwasbrightlylit,withsheetsofwhiteclothhungeverywhere.

Addingthattothemanydeathwreathsplacedallovertheplace,itwasclearthattheQuartermains

wereholdingafuneralforYesirn.

HenrickhimselfwasstandingbeforeYesirn’smemorialtablet.Afterwrappingwhitestripsofclothover

hisson’scorpse,theteary-eyedHenrickthensaid,“I’vetakenrevengeforyou,son…Gerald’sdeadnow,

soyoucanrestinpeace…!”

Uponhearingthat,therestoftheQuartermainspresentbeganweepingaswell.Afterall,watching

one’schilddiebeforetheirveryeyeswasmostdefinitelyoneofthesaddestthingstowitness…

Unbeknownsttothem,however,theQuartermainsweregoingtoreunitewithYesirnvery,very,soon.

Atthatmoment,aboomingandratherfamiliarvoicesuddenlyshouted,“Heynow,youoldb*stard!

Insteadofgrievingforhim,whydon’tIjustsendyoutohellsothatbothofyoucangetreunited!”

Shocked,everyoneturnedtolookatthesourceofthevoice…AndthereGeraldwas,casuallystanding

withhisarmscrossedatoptheQuartermainmanor’sroof!

ThesecondHenricksawtheyouth,hewasinstantlyhitbyimmensewrathandshock.Geraldhadbeen

hitbytheFiveBlazingDragonsattack,hadhenot?Howwashestillalive?!Infact,howdidheeven

remainsoperfectlyfine?!

“You…You’realive…?!”growledHenrickasheglaredatGerald.



Snortingcontemptuously,Geraldthensneered,“Aren’tyouabittooconfidentwithyourself,Henrick?

Youweren’tevenabletocompletelymasterthatattack!Withthatsaid,there’snowayIwould’vedied

tothat!”

Furrowinghisbrows,Henrickthengloomilyreplied,“…Howdoyouevenknowaboutthat?”

TothinkthatGeraldwasawarethathehadn’tperfectedtheFiveBlazingDragonsattack…Buthow?

Nobodyelse—whowasalive—shouldevenknowaboutthat!

“There’snoneedtoknowaboutthat.Afterall,you’regoingtobedeadsoonanyway.AsI’vepromised

myself,I’mexterminatingtheQuartermainsifit’sthelastthingIdo!”retortedGeraldinafrigidtone.

Hearingthat,Henricksimplysnorteddisdainfullyasheyelled,“Yousoundrathersureofyourself!IfI

coulddefeatyoubackthenwhatmakesyouthinkyou’llwinthistime?!Nowstoptalkingtrashandjust

diealready!”

Followingthat,theQuartermainmasterleapedtowardGerald,intentonattackingtheyouth!

Unfortunatelyforhim,HenricklookingdownonGeraldwasatrulyfatalmistake…

Chapter1609

DespiteseeingthatHenrickwaslaunchinganattackathim,Geraldhardlyevenlookedanxious.

Inresponse,hesimplyshouted,“WeakeningStrike,thefirstmoveofJudgeSwiftSwordTechnique!”



Thesecondhissentenceended,JadeInfusedbladeexitedGerald’sbodybeforetransformingintoa

sword!Uponunsheathingthebladefromitsscabbard,ablindinglywhitelightthenflashed,followedby

loudrippingsoundsthatfilledtheair!

Nowfeelingincreasinglyintimidated,Henrickquicklyusedhisessentialqitoblocktheattack!

Asanexplosivesoundfollowed,Henrickquicklyrealizedthatthoughhehadmanagedtostopthemain

attack,theforceofitalonestillsentHenrickflyingtowardtheground!Uponcollision,theQuartermain

headinstantlyvomitedamouthfulofblood…

CoughingashestaredatGeraldinsheerdisbelief,Henrickthenyelled,“You…!How…Howareyoueven

abletoperformtheJudgeSwiftSwordTechnique?!”

AsfarasHenrickknew,therewasonlyonepersonwhohadsuccessfullymasteredthattechnique…And

thatpersonwasnoneotherthanhisoldsenior,Roman!

CreatedbyRomanhimself,theJudgeSwiftSwordTechniquewastheotherskillthathisseniorhad

pridedhimselfin,asidefromtheFiveBlazingDragonstechnique.

Theswordtechniqueitselfconsistedofthreeseparatemoves,withthefirstbeingWeakeningStrike,the

secondcalledGlisteningStarStrike,andthefinalonenamedtheJudgeSwiftStrike!

Regardless,byright,theJudgeSwiftSwordTechniqueshouldhavedisappearedtogetherwithRoman…

Afterall,HenrickhadmadesuretofinishoffhisseniorbeforetossinghimintotheUnderworldValley’s

abyss.

Withthatinmind,thefactthatthetechniquestillexistedwasagreatshocktoHenrick.



“How,youask?Well,let’sjustsaythatI’mfullyawarethatyou’reviciousenoughtonotevenspareyour

senior!Withthatsaid,I’mgoingtobeexecutingtheprinciplesofyoursectonbehalfofRomantoday!”

sneeredGeraldcontemptuouslyashecasuallypointedtheswordatHenrick.

Atthatmoment,HenricksworethathecouldalmostseehisseniorstandingwhereGeraldwas…

“…Tothinkthatyouhadbeenalivethisentiretime,senior…!Youevenimpartedallyourskillsintothis

person!Still,IhopeyourealizethatI’mmuchstrongerthanIwasbackthen!”grumbledHenrickashe

quicklygottohisfeet.

Followingthat,Henrickspreadbothhishandsout…andsecondslater,hisentirebodywassetablaze!

Withafierydragonnowwrappedaroundhisbody,itwasclearthatHenrickwasabouttousetheFive

BlazingDragonstechnique!

Gerald,however,simplyreplied,“Justsaying,butyouhaven’treallymasteredthattechniqueyet.You

know,incaseyou’veforgotten.”

“Sowhatofit?AllowmetoremindyouthatthesecretscrolloftheFiveBlazingDragonsisstillwithme!

Withthatsaid,thisincompleteattackisstillsufficientinriddingyouforgood!”scoffedHenrick

confidently,clearlyunawarethatGeraldhadnotonlymasteredthatveryattack,buthadalsoentered

theSageRealm!

“Isee…Well,sinceyou’reholdingontothatincompleteattacksoobstinately,I’llshowyouhowit’s

reallydonebeforeyoudie!”repliedGeraldwhocouldn’tbebotheredwithanymoreofHenrick’s

nonsense.

Withthat,GeraldthendidthesamegesturesasHenrickhad…Justlikehisopponent,Gerald’sentire

bodywasthenengulfedwithinflames!However,unlikeHenrick,Gerald’sflamesweregolden!Following

that,twodragonsappeared,onemadeoffireandtheothermadeofgoldenlight!Coilingaroundeach

other,bothindividualdragonsweremoredazzlingthanwhatHenrick’sdragonscouldeverachieve.



“What?!”yelledthedeeplyastonishedHenrickashiseyeswidened.This…Thiswasthefullymastered

FiveBlazingDragonstechnique…!

“Takeagood,longlookatwhatthefullymasteredFiveBlazingDragonstechniquelookslike,Henrick!”
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AfterGeralddeclaredthat,afuriousroarcouldbeheardastheyouthsummonedfivefierydragons,

eachshininginblindinglygoldenlight!However,Geraldwasn’tdone.

Followingthat,allfivedragonsmergedtoformablastoffireandlightthatthenshotouttoward

Henrick!

Unabletoavoidtheattack,Henrickwasinstantlyturnedtoashesthesecondtheflamesengulfedhim!

ThoughtherestoftheQuartermainswereinstantlyterror-stricken,theybarelyhadanytimetoreactas

theattackbeganaimingforthemaswell!Soonenough,theentiremanorwassetablaze,andallthat

remainedoftheQuartermainsweretheirashes…

ThiswasthetruepowerofthefinalizedFiveBlazingDragons…Everythingwithinthirtyfeetofitwould

simplycrumble!

Regardless,nowthattheQuartermainshadbeencompletelyeliminated,Geraldbeganmakinghisway

outofBarioCity.



WhilehewasgladtohavehelpedRomanfulfillhisdyingwish,Geraldwaswellawarethatnewsofthe

Quartermain’sexterminationwouldsurelyspreadlikewildfirethroughoutJaellatra.

Withthepublicinchaos,itdefinitelywouldn’ttakelongfortheforceswhohadinitiallybeenbacking

theQuartermainsuptohavetheirrevenge.

ThoughGeraldhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm,Geraldunderstoodthatthereweremanyother

exceptionalpeoplewithinJaellatra.Withthatinmind,stayingthereforanylongerwouldsurelyspell

trouble.Duetothat,GeraldknewthathehadtoleavewithJessicaassoonaspossible.

Withtheplanallset,GeraldthenleftJaellatrawithJessicaearlythenextmorning.

WhileNorichosetoreturntoEarthCapitalonherown,shemadesuretoremindGeraldthatheowed

heronebeforeheleft.Shealsoaddedthatwhenasuitabletimecame,shewouldsurelycallforhishelp.

Regardless,truetowhatGeraldhadpredicted,chaosensuedallacrossJaellatranotlongafterheand

Jessicamadetheirescape.

Afterall,theQuartermainswereagreatlyfamousandreputablefamilyinJaellatra.Theywerealso

knowntobeextremelystrong.Withthatinmind,thefactthattheyhadbeentakenoutinasinglenight

wasdefinitelystupefying…

Itwassometimelaterwhenapersonwearingaphoenixrobeandagoldencrowncouldbeseensitting

atopathronewithintheGodTempleofJaellatra…Holdingascepterwithdragoncarvingsalloverit,the

personwentbythenameofApollo,andhewasthekingoftheGodTemple.Apollowasalsotherulerof

allofJaellatra,andhehadattainedtheSeventh-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm…

Atthatmoment,amandonningablackcaperaninbeforerespectfullysaying,“GodLord,the

Quartermainshavebeencompletelyeliminated!Duetothat,IbelievethatafewofJaellatra’sforceswill

begincausingtroubleintheirattempttosnatchthepreviousturfsthattheQuartermainsowned!”



Thepersonspeaking—whohadattainedtheSecond-soul-rankintheSageRealm—wentbythenameof

Hisham,andhewasoneofGodLord’sfollowers.

“Isee…Dowehavetheculprit?”askedApolloinaslowbutdeepvoice.Hiscommandingtonealonewas

enoughtosendshiversdownone’sspine…

“Wedo!TheoneresponsibleforallthisisayouthbythenameofGerald!AccordingtowhatI’ve

gathered,heappearstobefromEarth!”repliedHisham.

“FromEarth,yousay…Verywell.Fromthismomentonward,you’retaskedwithheadingthereand

testingthatperson’sstrengthout!Onceyou’vedonesufficienttests,comebackandreporttheresults

tome!”orderedApollobeforeclosingbothhiseyes.

“Yes,GodLord!”repliedHishamashecuppedhishandsinobeisancebeforeleavingimmediately.

Notevenbotheringtoopenhiseyesagain,itappearedthatApollohadlittleinterestinGerald…

Regardless,itdidn’ttakelongforalltheQuartermainfamily’sturfstobesnatchedanddividedamong

theotherfamiliesinJaellatra,leavingtheQuartermainsnothingbutadistantmemory…

Bythatpoint,GeraldandhissisterhadalreadymadetheirsafereturntoEarth…

Uponreunitingherwiththeirfamily,Gerald’sparents—andYoel—wereinstantlyoverjoyedtofindout

thatbothofthemhadreturnedinonepiece.Theirfamilywasfinallytogetheragain!

Whiletheoccasionwascertainlyjoyous,Geraldknewthatthingswerefarfromover.Afterall,though

theQuartermainsinJaellatrawerenomore,theQuartermainsinSunnivaCity—theQuantocks—were

stillalive,andGeraldwaswellawarethatbothfamilieswereconnectedbythesamesectand

bloodline…



Truthbetold,thisentireincidentbeganfromtheactionsoftheQuantocks,andtheywerealso

responsibleforsendinghissistertotheQuartermains.Withthatinmind,Geralddefinitelyhadtotake

outtheQuantocksnext…
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Itwaslatethatnight—withinasecretmanorinYanam—whenGeraldandhisfamilycouldbeseen

cheerfullyeatingwhiletalkingwitheachother.

EvenYoel—whomGerald’smotherwascurrentlysupporting—foundhimselfsmilingduetohowjoyous

thereunionwas.Ittrulyhadbeenagessincetheyhadlastgottentogetherlikethis…

Evenso,Geraldcouldn’tseemtofeeltrulyhappyaboutallthis.Afterall,intheend,poorYoelstillhad

hiseyesgougedoutandhistonguesnipped!Hisparentsnolongerhadfunctioninglegseither,andas

forhissister…Hecouldn’tevenimagineallthesufferingshehadgonethroughwhilewaitingforhim…

ToGerald,allthishadonlyhappenedduetohimnotdoinghisbesttokeephisfamilyprotected.With

thatinmind,heblamedhimselfforalltheirsuffering,andallthatguiltpreventedhimfromenjoying

himselfatthemoment…

Ifonlyhehadmadeafewmoreprecautions,Yoelwould’vesurelybeenabletolivebothnormallyand

happilylikeanyregularperson…However,Yoelhadactivelytriedtodefendhisfamily,andasaresult,

heendedupinsuchapitifulstate…IttrulymadeGeraldfeellikehehadfailedhisbrother…

Withallthesethoughtsplaguinghismind,Geraldknewthathewouldonlybeabletoresteasyoncehe

tookdowntheQuantocks.ThatwastheonlywayGeraldwasgoingtobeabletofullyavengehisfamily…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhissmilingmotherturnedtolookathimbeforesaying,



“Gerald…Youseemalittlequiettonight…”

“She’sright!Ourfamily’sfinallyreunitedagain,youknow?Beabitmorejoyous!”addedDylan.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyforcedasmiletohidehistroubles.

Ashortwhilelater,however,hetookinadeepbreathbeforeturningtolookathisfamilywith

determinedeyes…

“…Mom,Dad,Jessica,andYoel…Fromtodayonward,I’llneverallowanyofyoutosufferanymore

pain…!I’llprotecteachandeveryoneofyounomatterthecosts!”

“Wellsaid!Webelieveinyou,Gerald!”repliedDylanashenoddedwithasmile.

Withthatsaid,thelaughingandtalkingcontinuedlateintothenight…

Eventually,Gerald’sparentsandYoelheadedofffirsttoretireforthenight.Watchingashisparentsled

Yoelaway,GeraldthensatinthegardenwithJessicatocontinuetalkingforabit.

“Iwonderifyourememberthetimewhenyoufirstrealizedthatyouwerearichheir,Gerald…”asked

Jessicawithasmileasshestaredattheshiningstarsinthenightsky.

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenreplied,“OfcourseIdo!Thinkingback,allofyouweretrulyexpertsathiding

allthatfromme!DoyouevenhaveanyideahowlongIsufferedfromhowpoorIwas?”

“Wedidallthatforareasonthough!Bymakingyouexperienceallthat,wehadhopedthatitwould

makeyoustrongenoughtoeventuallybeabletocontinuecarryingourfamily’storch!Andloand

behold,lookatyounow!Withyoutorelyon,dadcanfinallyretirefrombeingourfamily’sbackbone…

Honestly,bythispoint,Idon’treallycarethatmuchaboutyoumakingahugeimpactonsociety…



Instead,Ijustwishthatourfamilycanlivetogethercozily!”saidJessicawithwordsthatcamefromher

heart.

Turningtolookathissister,Geraldthenloweredhisheadbeforereplyinginanapologetictone,“…You

musthavesufferedterriblywhileyouwerecaptured,sister…I’msorryforbeingsocareless!HadImade

moreprecautions,neitherofyouwouldhaveendedupinsuchpitifulstates!”

Uponhearingthat,JessicagentlypattedGerald’sheadbeforesaying,“Noneofusblameyouforallthis,

Gerald…Afterall,youcouldn’thavepossiblyanticipatedallthistohappen!Iunderstandthatyoubadly

wishtoprotectussincewekeptprotectingyoubackthen,butunderstandthatyou’realreadydoinga

goodjob!Afterall,we’realltogetheragainnow,aren’twe?Withthatsaid,letbygonesbebygonesand

let’senjoyourtimetogetherasafamilytothefullest!”

“…Iunderstand,sister…”mutteredGeraldashenoddedinresponse…

Atthatverymoment,adarksilhouettesuddenlydashedpasttheforestrightoutsidethemanor…
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Thoughthesilhouettewasextremelyquick,Geraldwasstillabletoseeitthroughthecornerofhiseye…

Realizingthattheyweren’talone,Geraldhadagutfeelingthatthepersonorthingdashingaboutwas

uptonogood.

NotwantingJessicaorhisparentstoknowaboutthefigure’spresence—andpotentiallygetworriedor

scared—,Geraldthenquicklysaid,“Youknow,it’sgettingabitlate,wouldn’tyousay?Youshouldgo

aheadandgetsomerestfirst,sis!”

“Iguess…Don’tstayupfortoomuchlongeryourself,Gerald!”repliedJessicaasshesmiledwarmly



beforereturningintothemanor.

Oncehewassurethatshehadentered,Geraldinstantlyleapedoutofthemanorandheadedtothe

spotwherehehadlastbeenabletosensetheshadowyfigure’spresence.Uponarrivingatthespot,

Geraldstoppedinhistractsbeforeactivatinghisholysensetoscanthearea…

Afterstandingthereinsilenceforawhile,Geraldeventuallylookedupatthetreessurroundinghim

beforeshouting,“Comeoutalready!Iknowyou’recloseby!”

Almostimmediatelyafter,therapidrustlingofleavescouldbeheardasthesilhouettefrombefore

dashedoutfromoneofthetrees!

Noticingthatitwaschargingtowardhimwithabladethatglintedcoldlyinthemoonlight,Gerald

instantlysteppedasidetododgetheattackbeforeattackinghisassailantwithhisrightpalm!

Bytheendofitall,bothofthemmanagedtosuccessfullylaunchtheirattacks,thoughneitherofthem

gothurt…

“Whoareyou?”askedGeraldinafrigidtone.

“TothinkthatsomeoneatyouragewouldbeabletoentertheSagerealm…Whatapromisingfuture

youshow!Regardless,attherateofhowfastyourstrengthisgrowing,Ihavelittledoubtthatyou’llbe

abletodestroytheQuantockswithease!”repliedtheslightlysurprisedpersoninaratherdevilishtone.

Squintinghiseyes,Geraldthenglaredatthemaninblackashesaid,“Again,whoareyou?Ifyou’re

worthyenoughthenyoushouldidentifyyourselfaswellasyourintentionsoutright!”

“Hah!Thetruthis,you’retheonewhoisn’tworthyenoughtoknowmyidentityyet!Regardless,I’llat

leastletyouknowthatIwassenthereundertheordersofGodLord!”repliedthemanwithasnicker.



BeforeGeraldcouldevenaskhimaboutanymoredetails,themaninblackboltedoff!Andjustlikethat,

hispresencewascompletelyundetectable,goneinthedarkofnight…

Shortlyafter,GeraldheardJadeInfusedBladesayfromwithinhisbody,“Master,thatmanwasstrong…!

HehadtoatleasthaveenteredtheSecond-soul-rankoftheSageRealm!”

“…Isee.Tellme,JadeInfusedBlade,doyouhaveanyideawhothat‘GodLord’thatmysteriousman

mentionedis…?”askedGeraldrathercuriously.

“Ihaven’theardofhimbefore,thoughfromwhatIcanguess,hemustbefromJaellatra!”

So,itwasjustasGeraldhadpredicted…Quiteastirmusthavetakenplacefollowingthedeathofthe

Quartermains…ThefactthatthismanhadcomeallthewayfromJaellatratomeethimwasalreadya

clearsignthatmoretroublewasimminent.

“Still,Icouldsensethatthatmanwasn’ttryingtofightyou,master…FromwhatIcouldsee,itseemed

likehewasjusttryingtotestyourabilities!”addedJadeInfusedBlade.

Geraldhadassumedthataswell.Afterall,themanhadn’ttriedtodoanythingparticularlyfataltohim.

Understandingthattherewasapossibilitythathewassimplybeingtested,Geraldhadmadesurenotto

showtoomuchofhiscapabilitiesearlier.Duetothat,hopefullythemandidn’tmanagetogathertoo

muchdata.

“Well,ifIwanttoknowmoreaboutthis,IguessI’lljusthavetolookforthis‘GodLord’andaskhim

myself!”mutteredGeraldtohimselfashecasuallylookedinthedirectionwherethemaninblackhad

runoffto…
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Meanwhile,thesoundofacupshatteringtopiecescouldbeheardwithinamanorinthefar-offcityof

Sunniva…

TheonewhohadfuriouslydonethedeedwasZakiQuantock,theheadoftheQuantockfamily…

DespitetherebeingseveralotherQuantockswhohadwitnessedthescene,allofthemsimplylowered

theirheads,notevendaringtosayawordorlookZakiintheeyeoutoffearthathewouldtakehis

angeroutonthem…

“Thatutterb*stard…!I’lldefinitelyshredyoutopieces,GeraldCrawford…!”roaredtheenragedZaki,

immensefuryreflectedinhiseyes.

TheexterminationoftheQuartermainsinJaellatrahadcausedamassivestiramonghisfamilyhere.To

thinkthatGeraldwouldactuallybeboldenoughtodosuchathing!

“…Father,what…shouldwedonow…?”askedShawnQuantock—amiddle-agedmanwhowasZaki’s

eldestson—inacarefultoneashewalkeduptoZaki.

“Comeagain?Whatdoyoumeanwhatshouldwedo?We’redefinitelymakingGeraldpayforallhe’s

done!”retortedZaki,hiseyesglintingicily.Fromhislookalone,itwasobviousthathealreadyhad

somethinginmindtodealwithGerald…

ItwassometimelaterinthedeadofnightwhenZakicouldbeseendiscussingsomethingwiththree

elderswhowerealldonninggreysuits.

Standingwithinthehall,Zakiturnedtolookatoneoftheeldersbeforesayinginaheavytone,

“Yamazon,I’msureyourealizethattheQuartermainsbeingwipedoffthefaceoftheearthissomething

extremelyserious.Withthatsaid,IhavenochoicebuttoaskforyourhelptoavengetheQuantocks!”



YamazonwasfromtheholymountainofJaellatra,andhewasstrongenoughtohaveattainedthe

Second-soul-rankintheSageRealm.Withthatinmind,itwasnowonderwhyhewasgiventhetitleof

secondmasteroftheholymountain.Asidefromthat,hewasalsothemainbackboneofthe

Quartermains.Duetothat,hewasdefinitelyinvolvedwiththeprotectionoftheQuantocksaswell.

“Indeed,leaderQuantock.ItshamesmethattheQuartermainswereeliminateddespitebeingundermy

holymountain’sprotectionwithinJaellatra.Withthatsaid,I’llsurelyavengethem!”repliedYamazonin

acasualbutdomineeringtone.

“I’mgladtohearthat!Withthehelpofallthreeofyou,thatb*stardwillsurelyendupdeadinnotime!”

declaredZaki,asatisfiedsmileonhisface.Geraldwouldsurelydiethistime!

Afterall,theothertwoelders—whowentbythenamesofXanderYondaandJonesCurie—werealso

guardiansoftheholymountain,andbothofthemhadmanagedtoentertheFirst-soul-rankoftheSage

Realm.

WithmasterswhohadattainedthefirstandsecondsoulrankswithintheSageRealm,Zakiwas

confidentthatGeraldwouldbenomatchagainstthem…

Followingthat,ZakitoldthetriowheretofindGerald.Upongettingthatinformation,allthreeofthem

noddedbeforeleapingatthesametime,disappearingintothinairastheyreadiedthemselvestofinish

Geraldoff,onceandforall!

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldcouldbeseenmeditatinginthegarden.Wakingearlyand

meditatinghadbecomeahabitforGeraldsinceitallowedhimtobetterconcentrateonthepowerof

theHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,henceallowinghiscontroloverittobecomestrongerasthedayswent

by.

However,itwasn’tlongafterGeraldbeganhisdailymeditationwhenhesuddenlysensedmurderous

intentinthevicinity!Hecouldalsosensethatitwasnowrapidlyapproachinghimwithsuchpowerthat

itcouldn’tbeunderestimated.



Astheswordthathadcomeflyingtowardhimgrewdangerouslyclose,Geraldopenedhiseyesbefore

quicklyextendinghisessentialqi-filledpalmtowardtheweapon’sdirection!

Withasimplegesture,thesword—thathadmomentarilyfrozeninplacemid-air—snappedrightintwo!

Afteritclatteredtotheground,threefiguresinstantlyflewinfromoutsidethemanor!Landingquitea

distancebeforeGerald,thethreepeoplewere—asexpected—Yamazonandtheothertwoelders.

Staringatthetriowitharaisedbrowandadarkenedexpressionforawhile,Geraldthencasuallyasked,

“I’massumingtheQuantockssentyouhere?”
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SneeringatGerald’scasualresponse,Yamazonthenretorted,“EveniftheQuantocksthemselvesdon’t

comeforyouafteryoudestroyedtheQuartermains,wesureashellwill!Cuttingstraighttothechase,

we’reheretodaytoendyourlifeasrevengefortheexterminationoftheQuartermainfamily!”

Yamazon’stonewasfrigid,andthefuriousaurahereleasedwasnothingshortofpressuring.

“…What?Areonlythreeofyouheretodothedeed?”askedGeraldratherdisdainfullyashealternated

hisgazeamongthethree.

“You’renoprize,lad!Thethreeofusaremorethanenoughtofinishyouoff!”retortedYamazonwitha

snickerbeforethemurderousmanmadehismove!

ItbarelytookasplitsecondforYamazon—whohadbeenquiteadistanceaway—toappearrightinfront

ofGerald!ThiswashowpowerfulsomeonefromtheSageRealmcouldget!

Evenso,GeraldhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealmaswell,sohewasn’tgoingtogetcaughtby

Yamazonthateasily.Still,heknewhehadtodistractthetrioawayfromthemanorfirsttoavoidhis

familygettinghurt.



Withthatinmind,hedecidedtoleadthetriptoamorespaciousareatofight.

“Heh,bigdeal!Let’sseeifyoucanevencatchuptomefirst,oldman!”scoffedGeraldasheleapedout

ofthemanor.

Seeingthat,Yamazonandtheothertwoguardiansimmediatelybeganchasingafterhim.Theyweren’t

abouttolethimescape!

Geraldhimself—whowasnowquitefarfromthemansion—snuckafewglancesbackandwasrelieved

whenhesawthatthetrioweretakingthebait.Hecouldatleastensurethathisfamilywouldbesafe

now.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeallofthemarrivedataspaciousarea.Thankfully,Geraldmanagedtofind

someplaceremotesothatoutsiderswouldn’tbeabletobumpintothemmid-fightandaccidentallyget

hurt.

“That’squiteenoughrunningaround,youbrat!Notlikeyoucanoutrunusforlong!Afterall,I’ve

attainedthestrengthofaSecond-soul-rankmasterintheSageRealm!”scoffedYamazonasthetrio

surroundedGerald.

Laughinginresponse,GeraldthenstaredatYamazonbeforecasuallyreplying,“Outrun?Look,Ionly

cameallthewayoutheresothatyouwouldn’truinmyhouse!Afterall,youwon’tbeableto

compensatemeonceyou’redead!”

“Howarrogant…!I’mcrushingyoutobitsifit’sthelastthingIdo!”roaredYamazonashecharged

straightforGerald,hismindonlyfilledwiththoughtsofmurderingtheyouth!

“I’lljustbreakallyourbonesbeforeyoucandoso,then!”retortedGerald,notwantingtoshowany

signsofweakness.



Uponhearingthat,Yamazonwassoenragedthathemadesuretointensifyhisforceashegot

dangerouslyclosetoGerald!

Totheoldman’sshock,however,Geraldeasilycounteredhisattackwithasinglekick!AsYamazon

foundhimselfmomentarilysoaringintheair,theeldereventuallycrashedontotheground,prompting

hisentirebodytoproduceseveralsickeningsoundsofbonesnapping…

Andjustlikethat,witheverysingleboneinhisbodybroken,Yamazonwasdead.

“Tothinkyou’devendaretoseekrevengeonmewhenyou’rethatweak!Whatajoke!”scoffedGerald

ashepointedatthefreshcorpse…

Chapter1615

Aftertakingtheothertwooutaswell,Geraldbeganthinkingofhisnextstep.

Fromthisencounteralone,GeraldknewthathehadtoheadofftoSunnivaCityassoonaspossibleto

destroytheQuantocks…

Afterthinkingaboutitabitmore,GeraldthenfishedhisphoneoutanddialedthenumberofHubert

YoungerfromtheDragonSquad…Whateverhisnextmovewas,hestillneededsomeonetodealwith

thesecorpsesfirst.

Hubertdefinitelydidn’thaveanyobjectionstoGerald’srequest,andabouthalfanhourlater,Hubert’s

menarrivedtotakethebodiesaway…

Withthatoutoftheway,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsighratherunhappily.Afterall,hehadbeenenjoying

arathergoodmorningbeforeYamazonandhisgoonscamealong…Still,hisfamilyremainedsafe,soit

wasn’tallthatbad.



Regardless,nowthattheissuewassettled,Geraldhurriedbacktothemanor…

Uponarriving,Geraldrealizedthathisfamilymemberswerealreadyawake.Sincetherewerealready

plentyofdesignatedservantstotakecareofallthenecessarytaskswithinthemanor,hisfamily

memberswereprettymuchjustsittingaroundidlyinhisparents’room.

Understandingthatthiswasachanceasgoodasanytodiscussthingswiththem,Geraldlookedateach

ofthembeforesaying,“Dad,mom,sis,andYoel!There’ssomethingimportantIneedtotalktoyou

aboutandIwaswonderingifIcouldhearyouropinionsonit!”

Smilingbackathisson,Dylanthenreplied,“We’reallfamily,Gerald!Speakyourmind!”

“Alright,soessentially,I’mthinkingofarrangingforallofyoutostayinSacrasolisPalace.Notonlyisthat

placemuchsaferthanouthere,butMilawillalsobetheretotakecareofyou!”explainedGerald.

Whilethisplacewasmuchquieter,thefactthatYamazonandhismenwerestillabletolocatethem

madeGeraldincreasinglyworriedabouthisfamily’ssafety.Afterabitofthought,Geraldeventually

concludedthattheSacrasolisPalacetrulywasthesafestplaceforthemtolivein.Milawouldbethereto

takecareoftheirneedsaswell.

Eitherway,neitherofthemhadanyobjectionswiththeidea,soDylansimplyreplied,“Thatsounds

good,Gerald!Let’sgowiththat!”

Naturally,allofthemunderstoodthattheyweremerelysittingducksintheeyesofGerald’senemies.

Withthatinmind,aslongastheycouldmakeGeraldworryless,theyhadnoproblemwithfollowing

whateverGeraldarrangedforthem.Besides,itwouldalsoensurethattheirfamilywouldatleastremain

togethernomatterwhat.

“I’mgladtohearthat!I’llbetransferringallofyoutotheSacrasolisPalacelaterthen!”saidGeraldwith

anod.



Atnoon,allofthemsetoffinacarforSacrasolisPalace.

Onthewaythere,GeraldthoughtaboutMasterGhostandalltheothermembersoftheDragonSquad

thathadbeenpostedatSacrasolisPalace.AslongasnobodyfromtheSageRealmtriedtotrespassinto

hisbase,hebelievedthathisfamilywouldremainrelativelysafefromharm…Peoplewhohadn’t

enteredthesagerealmwouldn’tbestupidenoughtoinvadehisbaseanyway.

Regardless,uponreturning,Milainstantlyembracedherhusband,overjoyedtoseehimbackinone

piece.HerjoywaswarrantedsinceeverytimeGeraldheadedoff,Milawouldgetworriedsickand

constantlyprayforGerald’ssafereturn.

Eitherway,afterthingssettleddownabit,GeraldturnedtohandafewsoundtalismanstoMilabefore

saying,“I’llbeleavingYoelandmyparentsinyourcareforthemoment,Mila.Istillhavesomethingsto

attendto,anditmaytakeawhilebeforeIreturn.Withthatsaid,usethesesoundtalismansifthere’s

anythingyouneedtotellme!”

KnowinghowheavyGerald’sresponsibilitieswere,Milasimplynodded.Thoughshecouldn’thelphim

directly,shecouldatleastfulfillanyrequestsheaskedfromher.InordertopreventGeraldfrom

bearinganymoreworriesthanhehadto,Milaunderstoodthatshehadtobethestrongestwomanthat

shecouldbeinfrontofhim.

Withthatsaid,GeraldthenquicklyleftforJaellatraagainwithtwothingsinmind…
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ThefirstreasonhewasreturningtherewastofindoutmoreabouttheGodLordthatthemaninblack

hadpreviouslymentioned…

Secondly,hewantedtobuyafewsecrettechniquetalismans.

WhilesecrettechniquetalismanswerecommoninJaellatra,theywereallgenerallyratherpricey.It

definitelydidn’thelpthattheonesGeraldwantedwereoftherarervariants…



Quitehonestly,Geraldhadpreviouslythoughtaboutlearninghowtomaketalismans.Indoingso,he

wouldsurelybeabletosaveupquiteabit.

Evenso,Geraldwasawarethattalismanmakingwasaverychallengingskilltomaster.Withbarelyany

timeorenergytospareforthat,Geraldsimplyputthethoughtasidefornow.

Regardless,afterflyingforaboutanhour,GeraldarrivedatJaellatrawithoutahitch.Nowthatthiswas

hissecondtimehere,Geraldnolongerfoundtheplacetobeunfamiliar.Infact,hewasabletogather

hisbearingsrathereasily,andhecouldgettotheplaceshewantedto—withinthecity—quite

comfortably.

Eitherway,itdidn’ttakelongforGeraldtoarriveattheZahnfamily’sresidence.Naturally,hewashere

tolookforNoriZahn.

NorihadtheZahnfamilyasherbackerinJaellatra,andtheZahnswereaconsiderablyprestigiousfamily

here.Asforwhyhecamelookingforit,itwasonlythenaturalchoicesinceNoriwastheonlypersonhe

knewinJaellatra.

Regardless,Geraldwaspromptlystoppedbytwoguards—whowerestandingguardinfrontoftheZahn

manor—whentheysawhimapproachingtheZahnfamilymanor’sgates.

“Goodday,mayIknowwhoyou’relookingfor?”askedoneoftheguards.

“Goodday.I’mafriendofyoureldestyoungladyandI’vecomeovertovisit!Ifshe’shome,couldyou

tellherthatGeraldCrawfordisheretomeether?”repliedGeraldwithacheerfulsmile.

“Apologies,buttheyoungladyhasgoneout!”saidthesameguardfrombefore.

“Goneout?Doyouhaveanyideawhereshewent…?”askedGerald.



“I’mafraidnot,andthesameprobablygoesforhim…Intheend,we’rejustguardsofthefamily!We

havenorighttoknowtheaffairsoftheyounglady!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.Therewasnoreasonfortheguardstolietohim,sohemayas

welljustheadoffintothecitytotrylookingforher.Withanyluck,he’dmanagetobumpintoher…

Still,thisgirltrulyhadtheworstoftiming…Tothinkthatshewouldn’tbehomewhenhefinallyfound

thetimetocomemeetheragain!

Eitherway,GeraldsoonfoundhimselfwalkingalongthebusystreetsofEarthCapitalalone…

Whilelookingaround,Geraldhadtoadmitthatthisplacewasfarmoremagnificentcomparedtoany

placeonearth.Withthatsaid,itreallywasnomysterywhyJaellatrawassomuchricherthanearth.

Regardless,Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardsomeonesaying,“Please,

Nori!I’mbeingsincerehere,sopleasejustacceptme!”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,Geraldwatchedasamandonningawhitesuitwalkedoutofa

luxuriousrestaurantwhiledesperatelypleadingtoanunimpressedwomanwhowastryingtowalkaway

fromhim.

Itwasevidentthatthewomanwasn’tinterestedinhimatall,andaftercloserinspection,Geraldwas

abletodiscernthatshetrulywastheNorithathewaslookingfor!Tothinkthathewouldactually

managetolocateher!

Sinceshelookedlikeshewascurrentlyinapicklenow,Geraldhesitatedforamomentbeforecallingout,

“Nori!”



Uponhearingthatfamiliarvoice,Noriinstantlyturnedtoseeifitreallywashim…Uponrealizingthatit

reallywasGerald,hereyesinstantlyglintedwithjoyassheexclaimed,“Gerald!”

Followingthat,shequicklyrantowardhimbeforeembracinghimtightly!

Geraldwascompletelycaughtoffguardbythis.Afterall,thiswasthelastthingthathecouldhave

expectedNoritodo!Whateverthecasewas,hewasstillamarriedman…
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Withthatinmind,Geraldquicklygotthegirloffhim.

Inresponse,thesurprisedNorithenasked,“Whyhaveyoureturned,Gerald?Andwhydidn’tyoutellme

thatyouwerecomingbackinadvance?”

“Ididtrytolookforyou,butyourguardstoldmethatyouhadgoneout!Duetothat,Icameoverhere

toseeifIwouldhaveanyluckfindingyou!”explainedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Noriwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,shehadmissedGeralddearlyeversincethey

partedways.Shehadalsobeenboredoutofhermindsincethen.

Regardless,uponseeinghowintimateNoriwasbeingwithGerald,theyoungmaninwhitefuriously

stompedovertothembeforeasking,“Whoishe,Nori?”

Glaringbackatthemaninwhite,Norithensaidinacoldtone,“He’smyboyfriend,JohnieLager!With

thatsaid,you’dbeststoppesteringmeorhe’llteachyouagoodlesson!”

GeraldhimselfcouldonlyfrownwhenheheardNori’sclaim.Thiswomanwasfartooproficientinusing

othersashershield…

“…Sorry,butI’mnotherboyfriend!”deniedGerald,notwantingtobetakenadvantageofthateasily.



Hearingthat,NoriturnedtoglareatGeraldnext,annoyedbyhisinsensitivity.Afterall,wasn’titobvious

thatshewasjusttryingtoridherselfofJohnie?

Eitherway,theangeredyoungmanwentbythenameofJohnieLager,andhehadbeenpursuingNori

forthelongesttime.Tohisdismay,Norididn’tseemtolikehimatall,andsheseemedreluctanttoeven

lookathim!Thoughitmadehimdeeplyupset,heractionsonlyservedtofuelhisneedtomakeherhis.

IgnoringNori’sglares,Gerald—whoverymuchpreferrednottocauseanyunnecessary

misunderstandings—thenadded,“Whateverthecaseis,itappearsthatyouhavesomethingstoattend

toatthemoment,Nori.Withthatinmind,wecanfindsomeplacetositandtalkonceyou’redone

settlingthings!”

JustasGeraldwasabouttowalkaway,however,thenownervousNoriinstantlyreachedouttowrap

herarmsaroundGeralds!

Asifshewasgoingtolethimoffthateasilywhenhehadcomewiththespecificintenttomeether!

Besides,hestillowedherone!

MakingsuretopressherbosomagainstGerald’sarm,Norithenwhispered,“Don’tforgetthatyoustill

owemeafavor,Gerald!Look,thismanisextremelytroublesome!Ifyoupretendtobemyboyfriend

andhelpmegetridofhim,I’llconsiderthatfavortobeaccomplished!”

Whensheputitthatway,Geraldcouldonlysilentlyagree.Afterall,hewasamanofhiswords.

UnderstandingthatGerald’ssilencesignifiedhisapproval,NorithenturnedtofaceJohniebefore

puttingonasternexpressionasshewarned,“Look,Johnie,I’mbusyatthemoment,sopleasestop

pesteringme!Ialreadyhaveaboyfriend,asyoucansee,soknowthatyouandIwon’teverbeathing!

Now,goodbye!”

Uponhearingthat,Johnieinstantlyfelthumiliated.HewastheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamily…The



factthatthewomanhelovedwasbeingsnatchedawayfromhimrightbeforehiseyeswasnothing

shortofdisgraceful!

Afterashortpause,JohniepointedatGeraldbeforegrowling,“…Youthere!What’syourname?I’m

challengingyoutoaduel!”

Raisingabrowinresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatJohniewasratherignorant.Afterall,he

wasstillunwillingtoletgoofNorieventhoughshehadexplicitlyrejectedhim.

Snortingdisdainfully,NorisimplyglareddaggersatJohnieassheretorted,“Areyouseriouslychallenging

myboyfriendtoaduel,Johnie?Withhowweakyouare,asinglepinchfromhimisenoughtokillyou!”

Hearingthat,Johniewasinstantlyinfuriated!Wasn’tNorilookingdownonhimtoomuch?Intheend,

hewasstillaNinth-rankChakraKing!

“Listenhere,kid!Ifyoudon’tacceptmychallengetoday,Idefinitelywon’tbeallowingyoutoleavethis

placealive…!”
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NowalreadyseeingGeraldashistarget,JohnienolongercaredaboutNori’shumiliatingwords.

WhileGeraldhadn’treallywantedtogettooinvolvedwiththismaninthefirstplace,afterhearing

Johnie’sthreats,Geraldfoundthatthiswasasgoodatimeasanytoteachtheyouthalesson.

‘So,heappearstobeafearlessladwhowon’tcrytillheseeshisowncoffin!Well,sinceheprobably

won’tbackdowntillheachieveshisgoalanyway…’

“Areyoureallysureyouwishtofightmealone?”askedGeraldinacoldvoiceasheturnedtoglareat



Johnie.

“Stoptalkingcrapandaccepttheduelalready!KnowthatifIwin,you’llhavetoleaveEarthCapitalby

crawlingallthewayout!”scoffedJohnieasheglaredbackatGerald.

“That’sfinebyme,butwhatifyoulose?”askedGeraldasheflashedawrysmile.

“Humph!AsifI’deverlosetosomeonelikeyou!”scoffedJohnieconfidently.Hehadassumedthat

Geraldwassimplynomatchagainsthim,whichwaswhyhewasbeingsodisrespectfultowardhim.

“Thatdoesn’tanswermyquestion.Regardless,ifyoulose,you’llgivemeahundredmilliondollars.Is

thatacceptable?”askedGeraldafterthinkingforabit.

Naturally,Geraldwantedtousehiswinningsonthetalismanshewasplanningonbuying.Afterall,why

usehisownmoneywhenhecoulduseJohnie’s?Spendingotherpeoples’moneywasmuchmorefun

anyway.

“Finebyme!”repliedJohniewithouttheslightesthesitation.Hecamefromawealthyfamily,afterall,

sothatamountwasnothingextraordinarytohim.

Regardless,Noriwasn’tabouttostopGeraldfromdoingwhateverhewantedto.Afterall,sheknewhis

capabilitieswell,andshewasmorethancertainthatJohniewasgoingtoenduplosingandpaying

Geraldallthatmoney.

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemeventuallyfoundawidespacetoduelin.Uponarrivingthere,

Johnietookhisjacketoffbeforestretchinghisneckandstartingtowarmup.

Geraldhimselfsimplystoodthere,watchingJohniecalmly.



WhileGeraldwashonestlygladthatthismanwasgivinghimeasymoney,hewasgettingrather

impatientwiththeyouth’santics.

“…Idon’thaveallday,youknow?Howmuchlongerareyouplanningtowarmup?”

Uponhearingthat,Johnie’seyesflaredupwithrage!

WithanimmenseurgetopoundGeraldintoapulp,Johniethenroared,“I’mdone!Withthatsaid,enjoy

gettingpummelledintofinedust!”

Followingthat,theyouthleapedintothesky…BeforerapidlydescendingdownonGerald,hisfistaimed

forGerald’sface!

GeraldhimselfsimplystaredbackatJohniewithouteventheslightestintentionofdodgingthehit.After

all,fromwhathecouldsee,Johniewasasslowasasnail.

Withthatsaid,beforeJohniecouldevenlayafingeronGerald,Geraldquicklyretaliatedwithakick,

sendingtheshockedJohnieflyingbackward!

Uponfallingontotheground,theimpactfromallthatwassogreatthatacirculardepressioninstantly

formedaroundJohnie’snowlimpbody!

ThoughonlythirtypercentofGerald’spowerhadbeenusedinthatkick,thatwasallheneededto

completelyoverpowerJohnie.Fightsagainstsuchpeoplewerebestendedinasinglestrikeanyway.

Barelyevenabletostandupagain,thehorrifiedJohniestaredwide-eyedatthemonstrousyouth…

TothinkthatGeraldwasabletocompletelydefeathiminjustasinglestrike!Thethoughtofitalone

struckamassivefearwithinhisheart…
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Regardless,theterrifiedJohniecouldonlystareasGeraldslowlywalkedovertohim…beforesquatting

rightbeforehimandoutstretchinghisrighthand.

LookingatJohnierightintheeye,Geraldthensaid,“Well,asyou’vepromised,ahundredmilliondollars

forlosing,please!”

Uponhearingthat,Johnie—whohadalreadyclosedhiseyes,expectingtheworsttohappen—instantly

foundhimselfheavingasighofrelief…Asitturnedout,Geraldwasparticularlytryingtoteachhima

lesson…

Eitherway,Johnieunderstoodthatitwashistotaldefeat,sohesimplyhandedthehundredmillion

dollarsovertoGerald.Moneywouldalwayscomeandgo,sothatamountwasnothingmuchtoJohnie.

However,thoughhedidn’tparticularlycareaboutlosingthemoney,hedidcareaboutlosinghispride.

HisdignityastheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamilyhadbeenshattered,andJohniesimplycouldn’tstand

that…

Whateverthecasewas,aftertakingthemoney,GeraldthenleftwithNori,leavingthedepressedyouth

lyingontheground…IttrulyappearedthatGeralddidn’tcareaboutJohnieatall…

Afterquiteawhile,Johniefinallygottohisfeetbeforeslowlylimpingaway…

This…Thiswasn’toveryet…!

Bythatpoint,GeraldandNorihadjustfoundasuitablecafétochatin.

Thesecondshesatdown,Noriimmediatelydisplayedanenthusiasticexpressionassheasked,“So,why

didyoucomelookingforme,Gerald?Coulditbethatyoumissedme?”



Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwonderedifthegirlhadfallenforhimtoevenasksuchaquestion…

“…Isimplycameovertoaskyouaboutsomething!”repliedGeraldwithaseriousface.

“…Oh,comeon…!Youcould’vegivenmeamoreinterestingreply,youknow?Whataboringman!”

poutedNoriratheradorably.

Geraldwasarathereloquentpersonandheknewit,buthewasalsowellawarethathewasalreadya

marriedman.Withthatsaid,heneededtobeseriouswhentalkingwithotherwomensothatthey

wouldn’tgetthewrongidea.Withthatsaid,thefactthathehadpretendedtobeNori’sboyfriend

earlierwasalreadyaratherbigexceptiononhispart.

Truthbetold,ifhewasn’talreadyathingwithMila,whoknows,maybehewould’veactuallyhad

feelingsforNori.Thenagain,itwaspointlesstothinkofsuchscenarioswhenhealreadyhadsucha

perfectwife.

Regardless,GeraldignoredNori’spoutingandsimplyasked,“So…Tellme,doyouknowanyonebythe

nameofGodLord,Nori?”

“Notatall!”grumbledNoriassheturnedtofaceherside.

Seeingherreaction,Geraldcouldonlysighinresignation.Girlsinthiseraweresimplytoodifficultto

dealwith!

Nolongerapersonwhoentertainedthewhimsofothers,Geraldthenstoodupbeforesaying,“Very

well,then.Youcanjustforgetaboutit.I’llbetakingmyleavenow,andsorrytohavebotheredyou!”

SeeingthatGeraldreallywasgettingreadytoleave,Noriinstantlystartedtopanic.IfGeraldreallyleft



now,thenallherpreviousactionswould’vebeenmeaningless!!

Gerald,forone,waswellawarethatNoriwasn’treallyangrywithhim.Shewassimplypretendingto

poutsothathewouldcareabitmoreabouther.Unfortunatelyforher,Geraldwasnobootlicker,sohe

wasn’tabouttofallforherbaitanytimesoon.

“Fine,fine!Iwon’tteaseyouanymore!Youreallyareaninsensitiveperson,youknow?”grumbledNori

asshequicklypulledhimbacktohisseat.

Hearingthat,GeraldobligedbeforeturningtolookatNori,keenlyawaitingheranswer.
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“YouwereaskingaboutGodLord,right?HisrealnameisApolloandhe’sthesupremerulerofJaellatra!

HelivesintheGodTemple!”explainedNori.

Hearingthat,Geraldnowrealizedthathisactionsmust’vealreadycaughttheattentionofJaellatra’s

supremeruler…

“Actually,whythesuddeninterestinhim,Gerald?Justsoyouknow,GodLordisn’tassimpleasyoumay

thinkheis.Accordingtorumors,he’salreadytrainedenoughtoattaintheSeventh-soul-rankintheSage

Realm!Withthatsaid,hetrulyisaterrifyingindividual!”addedNori.

EventhoughNoriwascluelessastowhyGeraldwasaskingabouttheGodLord,itwasclearthatshewas

warninghimagainsttryingtomesswithApollo.

AfterfindingoutthatApollohadpossiblyalreadyenteredtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm,

Geraldfeltashiverrundownhisspine…Ifthatwasreallythecase,thenApollowassurelysomeone

withmonstrousstrength…

SinceGeraldwasnowonlynearingtheSecond-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm,thegapbetweenhim

andApollowasalmostastronomical…IfheweretoangerApolloathiscurrentstrength,Geraldwould

nodoubtbekilledinseconds,completelyunabletoevendefendhimself…

“…Isee.Then…DoyouknowofamandonningblackrobeswhoactsasafolloweroftheGodLord?”

askedGerald.

Afterthinkingforawhile,Norithenreplied,“I…dorecallsuchaman,yes…Ithinkhisnamewas

Hisham…Regardless,he’soneofGodLord’shenchmen,andhemostlyaidsApolloinmanagingmatters

aroundJaellatra.SincetheGodLordhimselfhardlyevershowsupinpublic,Hishamistheonewho

usuallydoesallthatneedstobedone.”

Hearingthat,Geraldfoundthatitallmatchedup.BasedonNori’sdescriptionofhim,Geraldwasnow



prettysurethatHishamwasthepersonwhohadtriedtotesthimbackthen.

Still,GeraldhadahunchthatApollowasn’tparticularlygoingafterhimyet.Afterall,Hishamhadleft

almostimmediatelyaftertestingGerald’scapabilities.

“Don’t…tellmethatyou’vealreadyoffendedtheGodLord,Gerald…”mumbledNoriasshelookedat

Gerald,concerninhereyes.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry,I’mnotstupidenoughtopissoffsomeonewho’s

attainedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm!”

Relievedtohearthat,Norithensaid,“I’mgladtohearthat…Speakingofwhich,whydidyouaskforso

muchmoneyfromJohnie?Areyoushortofmoneyorsomething?”

Thoughahundredmilliondollarswasn’tthatmuchtoNorieither,itwasstillasumthatwouldbeable

tosustainanordinarypersonforlife.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Puttingitbluntly,it’smuchmorefunspendingsomeone

else’smoneywhenshopping!Speakingofshipping,I’veheardthatJaellatraisfamousforitssecret

techniquetalismans…Couldyoubringmeovertotheplacethatsellsthem?I’vebeenitchingtogetmy

handsonsome!”

Uponhearingthat,NorinowunderstoodthatGeraldhadreturnedtoJaellatratoobtainsomesecret

techniquetalismans.ItalsoexplainedwhyhehadaskedforsomuchmoneyfromJohnie.

“Ofcourse!Though…Areyousurethatahundredmilliondollarsisenough…?”askedNorirather

doubtfully.

Afterall,secrettechniquetalismanswereratherrare,eveninJaellatra.Withthatsaid,theywere

exceptionallypricey,witheventhemostcommonoftalismanscostingaroundafewthousanddollars.



Withthatinmind,themoreadvancedsecrettechniquetalismanswereundoubtedlypricedmuch,much

higherthanthat…

“IbelievethattheearningsIgotoffJohnieshouldbesufficient.Evenifitisn’t,Ihavemyownmoneyas

well.Regardless,let’sgohavealookatthetalismansfirstbeforeanythingelse!”repliedGeraldwitha

calmsmile.Afterall,moneyhadneverreallybeenanissueforhim,andhewasn’tabouttostart

worryingaboutnothavingenough.

Regardless,withallthatoutoftheway,theduothenquicklyfinishedtheircoffeebeforeheadingoffto

thelargestsecrettechniquetalismansalescenterinJaellatra,TalismanHall.

AllthesecrettechniquetalismansinJaellatraweremadethere,andtheoneresponsibleforcraftingthe

moreadvancedoneswentbythenameofBoshier,theGreatTalismanMaster.Eitherway,upon

completion,thetalismanswouldthenbeplacedintheTalismanhallwheretheywouldthenbeeither

auctionedorsold…
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AstheyapproachedtheTalismanhall,Geraldsawthattheentirebuildingwasplatedingold.Therealso

appearedtobeahugestonetabletcarvedintotheshapeofasecrettechniquetalismaninfrontofthe

building.

Sinceitwaslocatedneartheentrance,itwasonlyfairtoassumethatthetabletwasthesymbolofthe

TalismanHall…

NotmanypeoplecametotheTalismanHallingeneral,andthosewhodidwereusuallydressedin

luxuriousclothing.Thatdidn’treallycomeasasurprise,however,sincethisplacewasevenfancierthan

eventhemostexpensiveoflocationswithinJaellatra.

Regardless,uponarrivingatthemainentrance,GeraldandNoriweregreetedbythesightofaman

donningarobethatlookedsimilartoacourtrobe.

Naturally,oneneededtofulfillcertainconditionstoevenbeabletoenterthebuilding,andtheman



actedasthedoorkeeperoftheTalismanHall.

AfterlookingatacharmthatNorifishedoutfromherpocket,thedoorkeeper’seyesinstantlylitupas

hesmiledbeforerespectfullysaying,“Welcome,MissZahn!”

Thecharmwasanidentitycharm,andsuchcharmswereusedtosymbolizeone’sstatuswithinJaellatra.

SinceNoriwastheeldestyoungladyoftheZahnfamily—aratherprestigiousfamilywithinEarth

Capital—thedoorkeepernaturallyknewwhoNoriwas.

Eitherway,afternoddinginresponseatthedoorkeeper,Norithenasked,“He’smyfriend,soheshould

beallowedtoenterawell,correct?”

“Yes,byallmeans!Please,comein!”repliedthedoorkeeperrespectfullyasheopenedthedoorofthe

TalismanHallbeforegesturingforthemtoenter.

“Thankyou!”repliedNoriwithapolitetonebeforeleadingGeraldintotheTalismanHall’smainlobby.

Oncetheywereinside,Geraldwasimmediatelyflabbergastedbythenumberofexquisitesecret

techniquetalismansdisplayedwithinthehall.

“ThesecrettechniquetalismanswithinthelobbyarethemostuniqueonesinallofJaellatra.Afterall,

there’sonlyoneofeachtalisman!Withthatsaid,they’reallextremelyrareandprecious!Donote,

however,thatsinceallthesetalismansareofperfectquality,theyaren’tevergoingtobesoldor

auctionedoff!”explainedNoriasshepointedatthetalismansdisplayedinthelobby.

“Now,youmayormaynotknowthis,butsecrettechniquetalismansaredividedintosixmain

categories,thembeingbasic,common,middle,high,rare,andperfect!AsIsaidearlier,apartfromthe

fewtalismanswithinthishall’slobby,nootherperfecttalismansexist!”addedNoriwhowasstartingto

soundmoreandmorelikeatourguide.



“Aren’tthemostskillfuladvancedsecrettechniquetalismancraftersabletoproducetalismansof

perfectquality?”askedGerald.

Shakingherheadwithaslightlybittersmile,Norithenreplied,“EventhoughBoshierisalreadyagreat

masterinmakingsecrettechniquetalismans,he’sonlycapableofproducingonesoftherarequality.He

hasn’tbeenabletoimprovehisskillsenoughtocreateatalismanofperfectquality!”

“Theperfectonesyouseeinthelobbywerecreatedafewdecadesagobythefirstsecrettechnique

talismancrafter,MasterKyzer.Throughouthistory,nobody’sbeenabletosurpassMasterKyzer’sskill,

andnobodyhasanyideahowheevenmanagedtomakesuchperfecttalismans!It’sbeenanongoing

mystery,youknow?”

Afterhearingallthat,Gerald’sinterestinsecrettechniquetalismansslowlygrew.Eventually,hecouldn’t

helpbutask,“Idowonderifthere’sawayforonetolearnhowtomaketalismans…”

“Ofcourse,thereis!Essentially,onehastofirstjointheTalismanUnion,andtherealsoneedstobea

specialtutorwillingtoacceptthatpersonastheirstudent.Withoutthosetwo,it’snearimpossibleto

learnanythingabouttalismanmaking,”repliedNori.

So,hefirstneededtogethimselfatutorbeforehecouldevenbeginlearninghowtomaketalismans…

ThiswasgoingtobeachallengeforGerald.Afterall,theonlypersonheknewinJaellatrawasNori.

Forgettutors,hedidn’tevenknowasingleteacherhere!Withthatinmind,itwascertainlygoingtobe

difficultforhimtolearnhowtomakesecrettechniquetalismans…
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“Still,whyareyousuddenlyaskingmeaboutthis?Couldyoubeinterestedinlearninghowtocraft

secrettechniquetalismans?”askedNoriasshesmiledathim.

Seeingthatsheseemedtohavecaughton,Geralddidn’tdenyitandsimplynoddedslowly.



“…Well,ifyoutrulyareinterestedinlearning,IcouldintroduceyoutosomeoneIknow.He’saSecond-

rankTalismanMasterwithintheTalismanUnion,andhisnameisChaceHunt.He’sanoldfriendofmy

father!”suggestedNori.

“Isthatpossible?Imean,I’mnotevenalocaltoJaellatra.AmIqualifiedtolearnhowtocraftsecret

techniquetalismans…?”askedGerald,knowingfullwellabouttheprejudicemanypeoplefromJaellatra

hadagainstthosefromearth.Therewassimplytoomassiveadifferencebetweenthepeoplefromthe

twolands.

“Don’tworry,MasterHuntisaniceperson,soI’msurehewon’tmind!Besides,myfatherisn’toneto

ostracizethosefromoutsideJaellatra!”repliedNori,convincinghimnottoworrytoomuchaboutit.

“…Well,alrightthen.However,Istillhavesomematterstoattendto,soIwon’tbeabletostartlearning

justyet.I’dappreciateitifIcouldstartlearningwhenIreturnhereagain!”saidGeraldafterthinking

aboutitforamoment.

“Noproblem!”repliedNoriasbothofthemfinallymadetheirwayintothehallwherethetalismans

weresold.

Noticingtheirarrival,asalesstaffsmiledbrightlyasshequicklywalkedovertotheduobefore

respectfullysaying,“Welcome!HowmayIhelpyou?”

PeoplewhowereabletoentertheTalismanHallweren’tordinaryfolk,sothesalesstaffwaswellaware

thathehadtobeonhisbestbehaviorinfrontofthem.

“Myfriend’sheretobuysometalismans!”repliedNori.

“Ah,Isee!Please,comethisway,then!I’llfirstbeshowingyouthenewtalismansmadebyGreat

TalismanMasterBoshierfirst!”repliedthestaffasheledthemtoadisplaycounterdecoratedwithgold.

Withinit,arowoftalismanscouldbeseen…



“ThesearethelatestrarequalitytalismansthatMasterBoshiermade.Thereareattackspelltalismans,

defensespelltalismans,stratagemspelltalismans,aswellasspacespelltalismans,”explainedthestaff

ingreatdetail.

Uponseeingthem,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeeloverwhelmed.Whilethetalismanswerenothingshort

ofmarveling,eachoftheirpricelabels—whichweredisplayedatthebottomofeachtalisman—started

withunitsthatbeganinthemillions!NowonderNorihadearlieraskedhimwhetherhewassureifhe

hadenoughwithhim!Asitturnedout,thehundredmilliondollarsthathehadobtainedfromJohnie

wasonlysufficienttobuytwotalismansatmost!

JudgingfromtheexpressiononGerald’sface,Noriwasimmediatelyabletotellthathedidn’thave

enoughonhim.Withthatinmind,shethenleanedabitclosertoGeraldbeforewhispering,“Isthere

anythingyoufancy,Gerald…?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforeturningtolookatthestaffagainandasking,

“Arethereanyothertalismanshereapartfromthese?”

Sincethisplacewassohuge,itwasonlyfairtoassumethatmuchcheapertalismanswerealsosoldhere.
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“Butofcourse!Please,followme!”repliedthestaffasheledGeraldandNoriintoanotherhall.

Uponentering,amultitudeoftalismanscouldbeseenhungdazzlinglyonthewalls.Withallofthem

seemingtohavevaryinglevelsofquality,Geraldquicklybeganbrowsingtoseewhichonesheneeded.

Thankfully,theonesinsidethishallweremuchaffordable,rangingonlyfrompricesbetweenafew

thousandtoseveralmilliondollars.

Ittookhimaboutanhour,butbythetimeGeraldwasfinallydone,hehadboughtafewhundredmiddle

andhigh-qualitytalismans.Hegothimselfafewdozenrarequalityonesaswell.



Intotal,thefinalsumamountedtoawhoppinghundredandthirtymilliondollars!Naturally,Geraldhad

usedhisownmoneytocovertheextracosts.Still,Geraldnowknewhowpriceythesetalismanscould

get!

Evenso,theywereanecessarypurchase.Afterall,hewantedtohavethemreadyforself-defenseand

alsoincaseofemergencies.Thebestthingabouttalismanswasthatnotonlydidtheyhavevarying

functionalitiesandpowers,buttheywerealsoeasilycarriedaroundandused.

Regardless,nowthathewasdoneshoppingfortalismans,bothNoriandGeraldlefttheTalismanHall.

Nowthattheywereout,NoriturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“So…Whatdoyouintendtodo

next?”

Notseeingtheneedtohideanything,Geraldthenreplied,“I’mheadingtoSunnivaCityonearth!”

“Oh?Why?”askedNoriinacurioustone.

“Well,therearestillafewQuartermainsIhaven’ttakenoutyet…Morespecifically,Ihaven’t

exterminatedthosefromthesecondclanoftheQuartermains,theQuantocksofSunnivaCity!”

explainedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,NoriunderstoodwhatGeraldhadearliermeantwhenhesaidhestillhadbusinessto

attendto.Sureenough,ifhedidn’ttakecareoftheQuantocksassoonaspossible,theywouldsurely

causehimfuturetroubles.

“…Isee!Well,pleasebecareful,alright?Andifyouneedanyhelp,youcanjustcontactmeandI’lltry

mybesttolendyoumyaid!”repliedNori.

“I’llkeepthatinmind!”saidGeraldwithasmilebeforerapidlyleapingaway…



Staringathisquicklydisappearingback,Noriwonderedwhetherhewouldonedayaccepther…

Meanwhile,Johniehadfinallymanagedtolimpallthewayhomeinhiswretchedstate.Withhishair

messyandhisusualtemperament—astheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamily—completelygone,Johnie

nowlookedmorelikeabeggarthananything…

UponnoticingJohnie’sreturn,aman—whohonestlylookedquitesimilartoJohnie—foundhimself

surprisedasheasked,“Johnie?Whathappenedtoyou?Howdidyouenduplikethis?”

“I…Iwasbeatenupbysomeone,brother…!”repliedJohnieashelookedatJonasLagerwithadefeated

expression.

JonaswasJohnie’seldestbrother,andhehadenteredtheFirst-soul-rankoftheSageRealm.

Withsuchgreatstrength,JonaswasalsoamemberoftheFurySquad,oneofthemorewell-hidden

undergroundforcesinJaellatra.TheFurySquad’smembersconsistedofagroupofassassinsaswellas

strongcultivators.Together,theirjobwastoaccomplishmissionsgiventothem.

“What?Tothinkthatsomeonewouldactuallydaretobeatyouup!TellmewhothatmanissothatIcan

avengeyou!”roaredJonas.

“I…Idon’tknowhimverywell…IonlyknowthatheseemstobeNori’sboyfriend!”repliedJohnieina

bittertone,feelingbothangeredandpainedeverytimehethoughtaboutGerald.

Afterall,fortheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamilytobebeatenupbysomebrat…Ittrulywasadisgrace

totheLagers!

“So,theZahnsareinvolved!Itappearsthatthey’regettingmoreandmorearrogantastimegoeson…!



Howdaretheygoagainstourfamily…!”
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Jonas’sexpressionseemedtodarkenexponentiallyashehowledinrage.

Truthbetold,boththeZahnsandtheLagerswereequallypowerfulinJaellatra.Sinceneitherfamilywas

weakerthantheother,bothfamiliesmadesurenevertooffendeachother.

DuetoGerald’sinvolvementinNori’smattersthistime,however,itappearedthatthetwofamilies

werefinallygoingtohaveadispute…

“Don’tworry,Johnie,I’lldefinitelyhelpyououtwiththismatter.Infact,I’mtellingfatheraboutthis!

Let’sseewhattheZahnsaretrulycapableof!”growledJonasashenarrowedhiseyesbeforesupporting

hisbrotherbacktohisroomtogetsomerest…

Fastforwardtothatnight,theQuantockfamilymanorcouldbeseenbrightlylitandservantsofthat

familyseemedtobestandingguardallovertheplace.

Zakihimselfwasstandinginthelobby,lookingateveryonebeforehimratheranxiously.Afterall,the

threeeldershadbeengoneforalmostanentiredaynow!Despitethat,theyhadn’treportedbackat

all…

Seeinghowworriedhisfatherwas,Shawnthensaid,“Don’tworry,father!Thethreeeldersare

exceedinglystrong,remember?They’llsurelybeabletogetridofGerald!”

“Icanonlyhopeso!”repliedZaki,hisbrowstightlyfurrowed.

JustasZaki’ssentenceended,however,Gerald’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Toughluck!

Insteadofhopingfortheimpossible,whydon’tyoustartthinkinghowyou’regoingtoexplainyour

deathstotherestoftheQuartermains?”



HearingGerald’svoiceechothroughoutthemanor,Zakiandtherestofhisfamilyinstantlyfellintopanic,

desperatelytryingtoseewhereGeraldwashiding.

However,theverynextsecond,GeraldappearedrightbehindZakiandliftedthemanwithasinglehand!

SqueezingontoZaki’sneck,Geraldthenaddedinafrigidtone,“You’reastubbornoldthing,Zaki!Did

youreallyhavetoforcemetocometoSunnivaCitysosoon?”

Hisfacenowreddened,ZakicouldonlyflailfeeblyashetriedtobreakfreefromGerald’sgrasps.

Naturally,therewasnowaythatwashappening,andZakiwasnowfindingitexceedinglydifficultto

evenbreathe.

“Releasemyfather,Gerald!”roaredShawnasheglaredatGerald.

IgnoringShawn’swords,Geraldsimplyordered,“Kneel!Allofyou!”

Uponhearingthat,alltheQuantockssimplyexchangedglanceswitheachother.Intheend,notoneof

themwaswillingtoobeyGerald’sorders.

“Iseehowitis!Well,sincenobodytookmyadvice,enjoyyourtriptohell!”scoffedGeraldashe

tightenedhisgrasparoundZaki’sneck…

Withasickening‘snap’Zakiwasnolongeramongtheliving.

“F-father…!”

“Master…!”



UponrealizingthatGeraldhadreallydonethedeed,ShawnandtheotherQuantockscouldonlyshriek

interror!

Unabletoholdbackhisrage,ShawnthenchargedtowardGeraldwhileroaring,“Youb*stard…!I’llkill

you…!”

Sadly,hiseffortswerecompletelyuseless.GeraldhadcometoSunnivaCityspecificallytoeliminatethe

Quantocks.JustlikehowhehadexterminatedtheQuartermains,hewasn’tabouttospareanyonein

thisfamily.

‘Tobesofttotheenemyistobecrueltooneself,’wasasayingthatGeraldcametolearnashe

matured…

Andjustlikethat,boththeQuartermainsandtheQuantocksceasedtoexist.

Withhisjobnowdone,GeraldthenquicklyleftSunnivaCitytoreturntoJaellatra.
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ItwasthenextmorningwhenafewluxuriouscarscouldbeseenparkedbeforetheZahnfamily’smanor.

Notably,eachofthecars’licenseplatesbeganwiththeword‘Lager’,makingitclearwhowaspayingthe

Zahnsavisit.

Afterthebeat-upJohniereturnedhomeyesterday,Jonashadreportedtheincidenttohisfather—who

wasalsotheheadoftheLagerfamily—,AugustusLager.

Uponhearingthatsomeonehadhurthissecondson,Augustuswasrightfullyenraged.Itcertainlydidn’t

helpthathewasamanwhowasveryprotectiveofhischildren.

Unabletostandthefactthathisbelovedsonwasinjured,hewasheretodaytoargueaboutthiswith



theZahns.

“MasterZahn,ifyouweren’taware,yourdaughter’sboyfriendbeatupmyson!Howdoyouplanto

settlethis?Iwon’tleavetillyougivemeanacceptableanswer!”shoutedAugustuswhowascurrently

sittingcross-leggedinfrontoftheleaderoftheZahnfamily,YoshuaZahn.

BeforeYoshuacouldevenreply,Nori—whohadbeenstandingbyhisside—retorted,“Theansweris

simple!Yourson’sbeenendlesslypesteringmesohegotwhathedeserved!”

“Quiet,Nori!”shoutedherfather.

Uponhearingthat,Norididn’tdareutteranotherwordandsimplystoodmeeklybyhisside.

Followingthat,YoshuaturnedtolookattheLagers.WhileAugustusappearedtoberathergloomy,

Jonas—whowasstandingbesidehisfather—hadafrigidexpressiononhisface.

SensinghowpowerfulJonas’saurawas,Yoshacouldinstantlytellhowstrongtheboywas.Withthatin

mind,Jonaswasdefinitelynotsomeonetomesswith.

Regardless,afteraslightpause,Yoshuasaidinamonotonoustone,“ThewayIseeit,bothofusare

responsibleforthismatter,MasterLager.WhileI’llcertainlyapologizetoyoursononbehalfofmy

daughter,asNorisaid,itwasyoursonwhostartedallthis.Withthatsaid,oncemyapologyismade,I

hopeyoursondoesn’tpestermydaughteranyfurther!”

AstheleaderoftheZahns,Yoshuawaswellawarethathecouldn’tcompromisetoomuchwiththe

Lagers.

“Cutthecrap,Yoshua.Look,yourdaughterhadbetterapologizetomysoninpersontoday!Failtodo

thatandI’lldestroyyourfamily!”threatenedAugustusasheslammedhishandsagainstthetable.



Hearingthat,Yoshuainstantlyfrowned.TothinkthatAugustuswouldbearrogantenoughtoclaimto

wanttodestroyhisfamily!Hetrulydidn’tappeartorespecttheZahnsatall!

“Gettingabittooarrogant,aren’twe,MasterLager?Ihopeyourememberthatmyfamily’salready

managedtogainafootholdinJaellatra!Withthatsaid,wewon’tbeaneasytarget!”retortedYoshua

icily.

“Ohreally?I’dliketoseeyoutrydefendingyourselvesagainstus!”scoffedAugustuswithadisdainful

snortbeforewavingahand.

Asplitsecondlater,overtenstrong-lookingmeninblackrushedin,instantlyalarmingtheZahns!

“Howimprudent!ThisistheZahnfamilymanor!Doyoureallythinkthatthisisaplaceforyoutodoas

youplease?!”yelledNoriassheglaredatAugustusandhismenbeforemovingforthedoor,unableto

standbeinginthepresenceoftheLagersanymore.

However,herpathwaseasilyblockedbyJonuswho—whileglaringdaggersather—thenthreatened,

“I’msureyou’rewellawarethatmybrotherlikesyou,Nori.Look,ifyouaccompanymybrotherforan

entireday,I’llconsidersparingtheZahns.Failtocomply,however,andI’llmakesureyoupaydearly!

Whatdoyousay?”

“Whatexactlydoyouhaveinmindwhenyousay,‘paydearly?’”scoffedNori,barelyintimidatedby

Jonas’sthreats.

“It’ssimplereally…ItsimplymeansthatIwon’tshowyouanymoremercy!”roaredJonasashis

pressuringauraimmediatelyintensified!

“LayafingeronherandIguaranteethatyouwon’tbeleavingthisplacealive!”
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ThesecondJonas’ssentenceended,Gerald’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheard!

Recognizingthatvoiceanywhere,Norithenexclaimed,“Gerald!”

Followingthat,Geraldwalkedinrathercasuallywithhishandsinhispockets.

WhileGerald’ssurprisingarrivalmadeNori’sheartrace,JonasandAugustus’sfacesinstantlyturnedred

inrage!

“So,areyoutheonewhohurtmyson?”growledAugustusasheglaredatGerald.

Turningtolookathim,Geraldthensnortedbeforescoffing,“That’sright!Afterall,yourarrogantson

wastheonewhochallengedmetoaduel!What?Ishenowtryingtogetotherstotakerevengeforhis

sakeafterhelost?Howpatheticcanhebe?”

HearingthatinstantlysentAugustus’sbloodboiling!Forabrat,Geraldreallyknewhowtopinpointhis

weakness!

AsGeraldhadsaid,Johniewouldsurelybealaughingstockshouldpeoplecometorealizethathegot

hisfamilytotakerevengeforhimafterlosingtoaduelthathestarted!

“Whateverthecaseis,youstillbeatupmybrother!Ican’tjustletthispass!Withthatsaid,I’m

challengingyoutoaduelnow!”growledJonasashewalkedtowardGerald.

“Whatmakesyouthinkyou’llbemymatchwhenyourbrothercouldn’tevenlayafingeronme?”

retortedGeraldashelookedatJonaswithdisdainfuleyes.

Uponhearingthat,Jonaswassoenragedthatheendedupclenchinghisfistssotightlythathisveins

bulgedhideouslyonhisarms!



“Thatdoesn’tanswermyquestion.Orareyouchickeningoutnow?”provokedJonaswhocouldn’twait

totearGeraldintopieces!

Gerald,forone,couldinstantlytellwhatwasonJonas’smind.Geraldhadn’tbeenafraidofthemanin

thefirstplace,andsinceJonaswasaskingforhisdoom,Geraldhadnoproblemwithgrantinghiswish.

“Oh,Iacceptthechallengealright,ononecondition.Ifyoulose,youandtherestoftheLagersmust

stoppesteringNori.Soundgood?”repliedGerald.

“Deal!However,whatifyoulose?”

“Youcandowhateveryouwantwithmeifthatcomestobe!”saidGeraldrathernonchalantly.Afterall,

fromwhatGeraldcouldtell,Jonaswasn’tanywherenearhismatch.

Withtheconditionsagreedupon,bothmenthenbeganwalkingouttobegintheirduel.

Astheothersquicklyfollowedalong,NoriranovertoGerald’ssidebeforewhispering,“Gerald,his

brotherisn’tasweakasJohnieis…Areyousureaboutthis…?”

Smilinginreturn,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Don’tworry,he’sbarelyevenamatchforme!”

SeeinghowconfidentGerald’ssmilewas,Noricouldinstantlyrestassured.Afterall,sheknewthat

Geraldwasthekindofpersonwhowouldonlysaysuchathingifhewasabsolutelysureofhisvictory.

Nowoutside,JonasthenglaredatGeraldbeforeyelling,“Ihopeyouenjoywatchingmecrushyour

bones!”



“Talkischeap!”sneeredGerald.

JonaswashonestlyseverelyunderestimatingGerald’scapabilities.Afterall,thoughhisbrotherhad

failedtotakeGeraldout,JonasknewforafactthatthegapbetweenJohnie’sandhisstrengthwas

extremelyvast.Withthatinmind,JonaswasconfidentthathecoulddefeatGeraldeasily.

“Bringiton!”roaredtheinfuriatedJonasashisauraflaredup!Followingthat,themanbegancharging

atGeraldwithimmensespeed!
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HisfistaimedatGerald’shead,Jonaswassurethatuponcollision,Gerald’sskullwouldinstantlysplit

open!

However,hewasafoolifhethoughtthatGeraldwasgoingtograntthatchancetohim.Withgreatease,

Geraldsimplysteppedtothesidetododgetheattack!

Evenso,asJonas’sfistflewrightpastGerald’sface,Geraldcouldfeeltheimmensepowerinthepunch…

AssomeonewhohadenteredtheFirst-soul-rankoftheSageRealm,Jonaswasundoubtedlyastrong

one…

Unfortunatelyforhim,hisopponentwasGerald.

Realizingthathisattackhadactuallymissed,Jonaswasleftslightlyshocked.TothinkthatGeraldwas

actuallythisfast!

Quicklyrecoveringhiswits,JonasthenswiftlyturnedaroundtolaunchalethalkickatGerald!

However,onceagain,Geralddodgedtheattackwithoutanytrouble.

Fromthatalone,thedifferenceintheduo’scapabilitieswasmadeclearasday.Intheworldofmartial



arts,thespeedieronealwayshadtheadvantage,andthiswasclearlyillustratedbythefactthatJonas

hadn’tbeenabletolandasinglehitonGerald.Geraldwasjustsomuchfasterthanhim!

Withthatinmind,thewinnerofthisbattlehadalreadybeendecided….

Thoughheknewthat,Jonasrefusedtoadmitdefeat!Afterall,hehadsworntohimselfthathewould

avengehisbrotherbydefeatingGerald!

“Humph!Areyouonlycapableofdodging?”tauntedJonaswithasnort.

Thoughhesaidthat,Jonaswashonestlyfeelinggreatlyhumiliated.Afterall,itseemedlikeGerald

wasn’ttakinghimseriouslyatall!Evenso,henowacceptedthatGeraldwasn’tanyweakerthanhewas.

Afterall,noneofhisattackshadlanded!

“I’mjustworriedthatyou’llgetknockedoutfromasingleattack!”retortedGeraldwithacontemptuous

smileonhisface.

Uponhearingthat,Jonas’sfuryspikedasheclenchedhisteeth.Howprideful!

“Youarrogantbrat…!”roaredJonasashechargedupallhispowerbeforeattackingGeraldwithallhis

might!

Ofcourse,Geraldeasilyavoidedit,thoughthesecondJonas’sattackmissed,Geraldcalmlystoodin

place.SinceJonaswantedhimtoattacksomuch,Geraldwouldgladlyoblige!

ItonlytookasplitsecondforGeraldtokickJonasrightinthestomach.Gerald’smovementswereso

rapidthatJonascouldn’tevenreactintime!

Momentarilyfindinghimselfsoaring,itwasasecondlaterwhenhisentirebodycrashedtotheground!



Seeingthathisson—whowasnowcoughingoutblood—wasbarelyevenabletotakeasinglekickfrom

Gerald,August’sfaceinstantlypaled.Hehadn’tthoughtthathissonwouldactuallylosetoGerald!

Staringattheinjuredman,Geraldthencalledoutinamonotonoustone,“You’velost!”

ThoughJonasclearlyappearedunwillingtoadmittothat,Geraldwasright.Understandingthat,Jonas

couldonlychoosetoaccepthisdefeat.Afterall,choosingotherwisewouldsurelymakehimalaughing

stocktothepublic…
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Followingthat,AugustusquicklyledJonasintooneoftheircarsbeforeleavingimmediately.

SeeingthattheLagershadleft,Norijoyouslycheered,“Youdidit,Gerald!You’resostrongthateven

Jonaswasn’tyouropponent!”

AsNoricontinuedpraisingGerald,YoshuatheotherZahnscouldonlycontinuestaringattheyouth,still

surprisedbytheoutcomeofthatbattle.

Noticingthatherfamilywasspeechless,NorithentookthechancetointroduceGeraldtoherfather.

“Father,thisisthepersonIwastalkingaboutearlier!HisnameisGeraldCrawford!”

Hearingthat,Yoshuasimplynoddedbeforesignalingthemtoreturntothehallfornow…

Onceseated,Geraldtooktheinitiativetogreet,“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,MasterZahn!”

“Thepleasureismine.Youknow,Nori’sbeentellingmehowpowerfulyouwereforawhilenow…After

witnessingtheeventsoftoday,IcansafelysaythatIagreewithher!”repliedYoshua,lookingatGerald



withasatisfiedexpression.

“Youflatterme,MasterZahn.SinceI’mgoodfriendswithNori,hertroublesaremineaswell.Regardless,

itwasmyimpulsivenessthatstartedallthistroubleinthefirstplace.Withthatsaid,Ihopeyouaccept

myapology!”declaredGeraldinanapologetictone.

Afterall,hadhenotbeatenJohnieup,theLagerswouldn’thavecomeovertoconfronttheminthefirst

place.

“There’snowaythisisyourfault,Gerald!I’mclearlytheonewronghereforusingyouasmyshield!”

saidNoriasshetookastepforwardtodefendhim.

“Alright,that’senoughblamingyourselves.IneverlikedthatLagerkidinthefirstplace.It’shonestlynot

thefirsttimeI’veheardofhimpesteringNorieither.Withthatsaid,youdidagoodjob,Gerald!With

yourhelp,Johniewillhopefullycometorealizethatnoteveryoneintheworldisafraidofhim!Hell,who

evenaretheLagers?They’restilllightyearsawayfrombeingcapableenoughtoharmourfamily!”

declaredYoshua.

TruthbetoldYoshuawasn’tafraidoftheLagersatall.However,iftheyreallyendedupbecoming

enemies,Yoshuaknewthatbothfamilieswouldsuffergreatlosses.Evenso,Yoshuawould’vebeen

willingtobattleitoutforthesakeofhisdaughter…

Atthatmoment,Noriappearedtosuddenlyremembersomething.Withthat,shequicklyturnedtoface

herfatherbeforeasking,“Father,you’reanoldfriendofMasterHunt,right?FromtheTalismanUnion?I

needyourhelpwithsomething!”

“…Hmm?Areyouthinkingofjoiningtheunion?”askedYoshuarathercuriously.

“Notatall!I’mjustaskingonGerald’sbehalf!He’sinterestedinlearninghowtomakesecrettechnique

talismans!”repliedNoriassheshookherheadbeforeturningtolookatGerald.



Fromthat,YoshuaeasilycaughtonthathisdaughtermusthavefallenforGerald.Thoughshehadearlier

saidthatshehadonlyusedGeraldasashield,YoshuawaswellawarethathisdaughterlikedGerald.

Regardless,GeraldthensmiledatYoshuabeforerespectfullysaying,“She’sright,MasterZahn.Ifitisn’t

toomuchtrouble,I’dliketoaskforyouraidinthis!”

Yoshua,forone,alreadyhadarathergoodimpressionofGerald.Afterall,notonlywashealreadythis

powerfulathisage,buttheyouthwasalsoclosefriendswithhisdaughter!Withthatinmind,therewas

nowayYoshuawouldrefusetohelp.

“Don’tworry,themostit’llcostmeisafewwords.Howaboutthis?I’llcontactMasterHuntandinvite

himoversothatbothofyoucanmeetfirst.Ifhe’swillingtoacceptyouashisdisciple,Icongratulate

you.However,ifhedeclines,Iwon’tattempttoforcehimeither.How’sthat?”askedYoshuaashe

proposedthebestarrangementhecouldthinkof.

“I’llgladlyacceptyourarrangements!Thankyouforyourefforts,MasterZahn!”repliedGeraldwithout

eventhinkingtwiceaboutit.

Afterall,thefactthatYoshua—whomGeraldwasn’tevenwellacquaintedwithyet—waswillingtohelp

wasalreadyapleasantsurprisetohim.Intheend,allthiswasthankstoNori…
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Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeanoldmandonninglongrobesenteredtheZahnfamilymanor.

Withagoldbadgepinnednearhischest,theindividualwasnoneotherthanMasterChaceHunthimself,

aSecond-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion…

“Ah,you’rehere,Chace!”saidYoshuaashequicklywalkedovertogreettheoldmanwhenhesawhim.

“So,whatexactlydidyouwanttomeetmefor,Yoshua?”askedChacewithoutbeatingaroundthebush.



Withhowcasuallytheyweretalkingtoeachother,itappearedthatbothofthemwereoldfriends.

“Well,I’dliketointroduceyoutosomeonewhohasinterestinlearninghowtocraftsecrettechnique

talismans.Ifiguredthedetailscouldbesortedoutbetterfacetoface,whichiswhyIinvitedyouover!”

repliedYoshuawithasmile.

Slightlystartledwhenheheardthat,Chacethenjoked,“Don’ttellmeyou’retryingtomakeyour

preciousdaughtermydisciple!”

Instantlylaughinginresponse,Yoshuathenreplied,“I’dbeoverjoyedifsheactuallyhadinterestin

talismanmakingatall!However,shehasherownplans.Regardless,he’sthepersonI’dliketointroduce

youto!”

Followingthat,YoshuathenpositionedahandtowardGerald’sdirection.

AsChacestaredatGerald,Yoshuathenadded,“Gerald,thisisMasterChaceHunt,aSecond-rank

TalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlygreetedChaceinapolitetone,“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,Master

Hunt!IgobyGeraldCrawford,andI’veheardmanytalesofyourgreatachievementsinthe

craftsmanshipofsecrettechniquetalismans!Withthatsaid,Ihopeyou’llacceptmeasyourdiscipleand

teachmethewaysofmakingsecrettechniquetalismans!”

Raisingaslighteyebrowafterhearingthat,ChacethenturnedtolookatYoshuabeforesaying,“I’msure

yourecallthatIdon’tjusttakeanyoneasmydisciple,Yoshua…”

Tobecompletelyhonest,Chacewasn’ttoointerestedintakingGeraldunderhiswing.Now,ifitwas

Noriwhowantedtolearnfromhim,Chacewouldhaveagreedtodosowithoutasecondthought.After

all,shewasYoshua’sdaughter,andhe,forone,wouldcertainlygivefacetoYoshua.



Gerald,however,wasacompletestrangertohim,whichwaswhyChacewasalreadyslightlyreluctantto

accepthim.

“Iremember,however,doknowthatheisn’tanordinaryperson…He’squitetalentedandextremely

strong!He’salsoNori’sbestfriend,so…”mutteredYoshuaashenoddedattheoldman.

“So,you’retellingmetomakeanexceptionandtakehimasmydisciple,right?Hmm…Howaboutthis,

I’llgivehimatest,andifhepassesit,I’llaccepthim.Howdoesthatsound?”suggestedChace.

BeinganoldfriendofYoshua’s,Chaceknewhestillhadtogivehimsomeface.Withthatinmind,he

figuredthattestingGeraldwouldbethefairestwaytodecidethings.

Uponhearingthat,YoshuathenturnedtolookatGeraldtoseehisresponse.

Naturally,Geraldbarelyhesitatedashesaid,“Iagree!AndifIdon’tpassthetest,I,GeraldCrawford,

swearnottobotherMasterHuntanymore!”

Hearingthat,Chacethenwavedhishand,promptingabrushandblanktalismantomanifestbeforeboth

himandGerald.

“Verywell,then!Mytestissimple.IfyoutrulyareastalentedasYoshuasays,thenyou’llbeableto

copymytalisman.Ifyoupass,I’lltakeyouasmydisciple!”explainedChace.

Followingthat,Chaceheldontohisbrushbeforequicklydrawingonhistalisman…
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Afewsecondslater,Chaceloweredhisbrushbeforetossingthetalismanintothesky…Andjustlikethat,

thetalismantransformedintoagoldenphoenixthatthensoaredaway!



“ThistalismaniscalledtheSoaringGoldenPhoenix!”explainedChaceashesignaledforGeraldtobegin.

Gettingthehint,GeraldthenclosedhiseyesbeforecarefullyrecallingeachofChace’spreviousbrush

strokes.

SeeingthatGeraldwasn’twritinganythingafterawhile,Chacethensaid,“Youknow,youcanjustgive

upifyoucan’tdoit!”

‘Giveup…?’Geraldthoughttohimself,feelingslightlyupset.Whendidheeveradmitdefeat?Givingup

justwasn’tinhisdictionary!

Afterafewmoreseconds,Geraldsuddenlyopenedhiseyeswidebeforereachingoutforthebrushand

beginningtodrawatalismansimilartoChace’s.Withhowfluidhismovementswere,italmostfeltlike

Geraldwasguidingwaterdownariverashedrew.

Itwassofluid,infact,thatChacefoundhisinitialdisdainquicklychangingintosurprise.Hecouldn’thelp

butadmitthatGeraldwasactuallyquitetalentedinthecraftingofsecrettechniquetalismans…

Whatmore,Geraldhadmanagedtomemorizethestrokesandpatternsofthetalismaninsuchashort

amountoftime!Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabletodrawthetalismanasfastasChacecouldsincethiswas

hisfirsttimedoingthis.Evenso,hisperformancewasstillbeyondsatisfactoryforChace.

Afteraroundtenseconds,ChacesawthatGeraldhadmanagedtomakeanexactcopyofhistalisman!

Followingthat,everyonewatchedasGeraldtossedthetalismanintotheair…andacrispshriekofa

phoenixfollowed!

Asplitsecondlater,agoldenphoenixmaterializedandbeganencirclingeveryoneintheair…Withsuch

majesticwings,thesoaringphoenixlookedtrulymarveling…



Regardless,Geraldhadsucceeded!

Clappinghishands,Chacehadabrightandsatisfiedsmileonhisfaceashesaid,“Notbad!Yoshuareally

wasn’tkiddingwhenhesaidyouweretalented!Fine,then!I’llbetakingyouasmydiscipleaswe

agreed!”

Hearingthat,GeraldinstantlythankedChaceinarespectfultone,“Iappreciatethecompliments,

Master!”

EvenNoriandYoshuawerepleasedtoseethis.NoriinparticularwasespeciallyhappyforGerald.She

trulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtobeabletoreplicateMasterHunt’stalismansoperfectly!

“SinceI’venowtakenyouundermywing,therearetwostrictrulesyouneedtoabideby!”saidChace

withasuddensternexpressiononhisface.

“Dostatethem,Master!I’llobeyanythingyousay!”

“Nicelysaid!Firstofall,youmustuseanyofthesecrettechniquetalismanswithinJaellatra.Secondly,

youmustneverteachothershowtomakethetalismans!”saidChace.

BothruleswerethecommandmentsoftheTalismanUnion,andnobodywasallowedtobreakthem.

Oncebroken,therulebreakerwouldinstantlybeexpelledfromtheunionandlosetheirstatusasa

member!

ThoughGeraldeasilymemorizedtherules,hefoundthefirstruletobeslightlyconfusing.

Hemustn’tuseanyofthesecrettechniquetalismanswithinJaellatra?Didthatmeanhecouldstilluse

thembackonearth…?



Regardless,aftertellinghimtherules,Chacethensaid,“Right,then.I’llnowbringyoutotheTalisman

Unionforregistration.Afterthat’sdone,you’llbeanofficialmemberoftheunionandmychief

disciple!”

AsGeraldandChacelefttheZahnfamilymanortoheadtotheTalismanUnion,Chacemadesuretotell

Geraldthattheprocessofmakingtalismanswasn’teasy.HealsotookthetimetotellGeraldthatthe

TalismanUnionwasextremelyprestigiouswithinJaellatra.Withthatinmind,thosewhowerepartof

theunionhadstatusescomparabletothoseofnobilitywithinJaellatra.
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OncetheyarrivedattheTalismanUnion,ChacebroughtGeraldintothemainhall.

AmanwearingthesameoutfitasChacecametogreetthem,andayoungmanwasaccompanyinghim.

“MasterHunt,itlookslikeyouhavefinallygottenyourselfadisciple!”

ThemangreetedChacewithabrightsmile.

“MasterGriffin,whereareyougoing?”

HisnamewasLlyodGriffin.LikeChace,hewasalsoaTwo-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion.

So,itcouldbesaidthattheywerefellowbrothers.

However,LloydstartedtakingdisciplesmuchearlierthanChace.

“Haha,MasterGriffin,whereareyougoing?”

ChacesmiledsubtlyandrepliedtoLlyod.



“MasterGriffin,mydisciplehasproducedamiddle-qualitytalisman.I’mbringinghimtomeettheGreat

MastertoaskhimtogranthimthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe!”

LloydtoldChaceratherproudly.

ThehierarchicalstructureoftheTalismanUnionwasdividedintofourlevels,whichwere,fromthe

bottomtothetop,TalismanScribe,TalismanScholar,TalismanMaster,andTalismanGreatMaster.

OnlywhenthedisciplewasacknowledgedbyhistutorwouldhebeabletoreceivethetitleofaTalisman

Scribe.Aftergettingthetitle,itwouldmeanthathehadgarneredhimselfaplaceintheTalismanUnion.

Itwasasymbolofhisidentity.

ThiswaswhyLlyodGriffinwassoexcited.

Forsolong,Lloydhadalreadystartedtakingdisciples,butChacehadn’tbeenabletofindacandidatehe

liked.Sonaturally,hehadbeenlaggingbehindalittle.

Now,Lloyd’sdisciplewasgettingthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe,butChacewasjustgetting

himselfadisciple.ThissomehowmadeLlyodlookdownonChace,thinkingthatChacewasveryfar

behindhimalready.

“Then,Ishallcongratulateyou,MasterGriffin.However,mydiscipleisalsogettingthetitleofOne-rank

TalismanScribesoon!”

Chace,notwantingtolose,repliedtoGriffinconfidentlyashewasveryconfidentinGerald.

InChace’sopinion,GeraldwasfarmoretalentedthanLlyod’sdisciple,andhewasdefinitelygoingto

surpasshim.



“Great!Ishallwaitforthat.Whenthetimecomes,wecanhaveamatchtoseewhosediscipleismore

powerful!”

LlyodchallengedChaceinadvance.

“Whynot?”

Chaceacceptedthechallengeimmediatelywithoutfear.

Afterthat,Llyodleftwithhisdisciple.

AfterLlyodhadleft,GeraldlookedatChacewithacuriousface.Heasked,“Master,whyareyouso

confidentinme?”

Chacelaughedheartilyandexplained,“BecauseIknowyoucandoit.Youareverytalented.Youwill

definitelybecomeaverypowerfulTalismanMaster!”

Hearinghispraise,Geraldfeltalittleembarrassed.

Hehadn’tevenstartedlearning,butChacewasalreadyhavingsomuchexpectationandconfidencein

him.Therefore,hehadtoworkveryhardandnotletChacedown.Otherwise,hewouldmakeChace

losefaceintheTalismanUnion.HehadtosurpassLlyod’sdisciple!

Later,ChacehelpedGeraldwiththeregistrationtojointheTalismanUnionandgothismembership

badge.Then,ChacepinneditonGerald’schesthimself.
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Lookingattheshinybadge,Geraldwasoverwhelmed.

HehadfinallybecomeamemberoftheTalismanUnionaswellasadiscipleofMasterChaceHunt.Now,

hecouldlearnhowtomakesecrettechniquetalismans.

“Gerald,youwillbestayingwithmeforthesefewdays.I’llteachyousomebasicknowledgeabout

secrettechniquetalismansandthewaysofdrawingthestrokes.Althoughyouareverytalented,there

arethingsthatyoustillneedtolearntomastertheskills.Talentisaninbornadvantage,butyoustill

needtolearnalotofthings.Don’tbetooproud,understand?”

MasterHuntlookedatGeraldandadvisedhimsincerely.

“Yes,MasterHunt.Iunderstand.Iwilldoasyousayandworkhardinlearninghowtomakethesecret

techniquetalismans.Iwillnotembarrassyou!”

GeraldlookedatChacewithgreatdeterminationandnodded.

MasterHunthadsuchhighexpectationsforhim,ofcoursehewouldnotlethimdown.

Havingsaidthat,ChacebroughtGeraldtohisresidence,andtheystartedthejourneyofteachingand

learningrightaway.

Timepassedquickly.Afewdayshadalreadypassed.

DuringGerald’sstayinChace’shouse,Noricametovisitafewtimes,butshemerelycametoseehow

Geraldwascoping.

Today,Geraldwaspracticingaloneinthegarden.



Afterlearningforafewdays,Geraldhadfullygraspedthebasicsofthemakingofthesecrettechnique

talismansaswellasthestrokepatterns.

ChacewasverysatisfiedwithGerald’sperformance.Hewassurethathehadnotchosenthewrong

person.Gerald’stalentwasextremelyhigh.Injustafewdays,hewasalreadyabletoproduceamiddle-

qualitytalismaneasily.Moreover,thosetalismanswereofhighgradeinthatcategory,andChacefound

itrathersurprising.

Thinkingabouthisdaysbackthen,hedidnothaveGerald’stalentwhenhewaslearninghowtomake

talismans.So,hewasonlyabletomakemiddle-grademiddle-qualitytalismans.

Asthesayingwent,talentworks,geniuscreates.

Geraldwasthegenius.Withjustalittleguidance,hewasabletograspitimmediatelyandthencreate

surprisinglyamazingthings.

Atthemoment,Geraldwasdrawingonthetalismaninfrontofhimswiftly.Itwasagoldendragon.

Geraldhadseenthisgoldendragonpatterninanoldbook.Hereckoneditwasmysteriousand

challenging,sohedecidedtogiveitatry.

ThatoldbookhadbeengiventohimbyChaceforhislearning.Apartfromthosepatternsthatwere

usedtomakeperfectqualitytalismans,Geraldhadbasicallylearntalltheotherpatterns.Thisgolden

dragonwasoneofthepatternsusedinperfectqualitytalismans.

Geraldhadlongheardthattheperfectqualitytalismanswereverydifficulttobeproducedasthey

requiredskillsandthestrokeswereextremelydetailedandunusual.Hence,nobodywasableto

produceaperfectqualitytalismanuntilnow.

However,Geralddidnotwanttobuyit.Hethoughtthattherewasnothinginsurmountableinthisworld.

Theonlyproblemwasthatthewaytodosohadnotbeendiscoveredyet.



Ding!

Attheendofhisfirstexperiment,Geraldthrewthetalismaninhishandintothesky.

Thetalismanimmediatelyturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.

Thefirsttrialwasafailure!

“No.Itmustbethewrongstrokes.Iwanttokeeptrying!”

Geralddidnotgiveupandstartedhisanalysis.Then,hestarteddrawingagain.

Afewminuteslater,afterhehadfinishedhisdrawing,hethrewthetalismanintotheskyforthesecond

time.

Again,thetalismanturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.Butthistime,theraywasbrighterwitha

hintofsilver.Itseemedhehadimprovedabit.

Seeingthis,Gerald’sconfidenceheightened.Hefeltthathewasimproving.Soifhekeptonworkinghe

wouldeventuallysucceed.Thinkingofthis,Geraldstartedhisthirdtrial.
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Onhisthirdattempt,Geraldchangedthewayhedidthestrokes.

Honestlyspeaking,thisgoldendragonpatternwasunusual.Startingthestrokesatdifferentspotswould

bringaboutdifferentoutcomes.Onlywhenhefoundtherightspottostartthestrokeswouldhebeable

toproducetheperfectqualitytalisman.



Afewminuteslater,Geraldhadfinishedthedrawingforthethirdtime.

Thistime,hehadimprovedalot.

Althoughhewasn’tabletoproduceaperfectqualitytalisman,hehadsuccessfullyproducedarare

qualitytalisman.

AshinysilverdragonsurroundedbygoldenlightgushedoutfromthetalismanandcircledGerald.

“Gerald,how’syourpractice?”

Justthen,Chacecamebackfromwork.,andhewalkedintothegardenasheaskedGerald.

Thenextsecond,Chaceopenedhiseyeswide,andhisfacechangeddrastically.Heputonasurprised

lookonhisface.

“Ararequalitytalisman!”

Chacestrodeforwardandshoutedashelookedatthesilverdragon.

Justashesaidthat,thesilverdragondisappearedbeforeGerald.Thetalismanhadexpired.

Everytalismancouldonlylastforafewtensofseconds,oneortwominutesatmost.Oncethetimewas

up,theeffectofthetalismanwouldbegone.

“This…Gerald,didyoumakethis?!”



Afterquiteawhile,whenChacewasfinallyabletoreact,heaskedGerald.

Geraldnoddedgentlyandsaid,“Yes,Master.Imadethis!”

“Howdidyoumanagetoproduceararequalitytalisman?!Doyoualreadyknowthestrokesusedfor

makingrarequalitytalismans?”

ChaceaskedGeraldinconfusion.

Itwasimpossibleforanovicetolearnthestrokesformakingrarequalitytalismansinsuchashorttime,

letaloneproduceone.Hehadtolearnitstepbystepinordertoreachthisstage.

Yetnow,Geraldhadalreadyproducedararequalitytalismansuccessfully.Itwassimplymind-blowing.

“Master,Iwasjustpracticingherebymyself.IkeptchangingthewayIdidthestrokes,andthenI

succeeded!”

GeraldexplainedtoChacecalmly.

Chacelookedatthewastedtalismanpapersonthefloor.HeknewGeraldwasnottalkingbig.Thiswas

theresultofhishardworkandpractice.

“ComewithmetotheGreatMasterHall.IwilltakeyoutomeettheTalismanGreatMaster!”

ChacecouldnolongerbearitandgrabbedGerald’sarmashespoke.Thetutoranddiscipleleftthe

housequicklyandheadedtowardtheGreatMasterHall.



TheGreatMasterHallwastheresidenceofthechairmanoftheTalismanUnion,theTalismanGreat

MasteroftheTalismanHall,ChadrickGibson.

ChacehadtoreportsuchshockingnewstotheTalismanGreatMaster,ChadrickGibson,andlethim

grantGeraldthetitleofOne-rankTalismanScribe.

Soonafter,ChacehadalreadyarrivedattheGreatMasterHallwithGerald.

Coincidently,theymetLlyodandhisdisciple,NolanJacobs,atthedoor.

“Yo,MasterHunt.AreyoulookingforTalismanGreatMaster,too?”

SeeingChace’sarrival,Lloydsneered.

“MasterGriffin,whyareyouhereaswell?Didn’tyourdisciplealreadygetthetitleofaOne-rank

TalismanScribe?”

Chaceaskedcalmly.Hewonderedwhyhekeptbumpingintothismanwhereverhewent.
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ChacewouldhaveaheadacheeverytimehemetwithLlyodbecausethisfellowalwayslikedtoannoy

him,andhewouldoccasionallymockhim.Conversely,hewouldbragabouthimself.Thatwasjustso

annoying.

“TheTalismanGreatMasterhasgoneintoseclusionsinceafewdaysago.That’swhymydisciplehasn’t

gottenhistitleyet.Iheardhewascomingouttoday,soIquicklycametoseehim.MasterHunt,areyou

bringingyourdiscipletogetatitleaswell?”



LloydexplainedtoChacebeforeheaskedsuspiciously.

“That’sright!Mydiscipleisverytalented.Heimprovesveryquickly,soIbroughthimheretogethis

title!”

Chaserepliedwithhighconfidence.

Lloydwasalittletakenabackwhenheheardhim.HeknewthatChacehadjustacceptedadiscipleafew

daysago,butnow,thedisciplewasalreadygoingtogetatitle.Thiswasalittletoofastinhisopinionas

hisdisciplehadspentalmosttwomonthslearningbeforehewasqualifiedtogetatitle.

“MasterHunt,gettingatitleisnotatrivialmatter.Youcannotjokearoundwithit.Areyousureyour

discipleisqualifiedforthatalready?”

Lloydremindedhim,lookingatChaceindisbelief.

Ofcourse,ChaceknewwhatLlyodmeant.Lloydclearlydidnotbelievewhathehadsaid.

‘Areyoukiddingme?Geraldhassuccessfullyproducedararequalitytalisman,anditisworth

mentioningthathediditwithoutanyguidance.Helearneditallbyhimself!Withsuchtalentandability,

howcouldhenotbequalified?’

Butofcourse,ChacewouldnottellhimthetruthaboutGerald.

“Haha!OfcourseIknowthat.Still,Ibelievethatmydisciplewillnotdisappointme!”

ChacechuckledandrepliedtoLlyod.



Afterlisteningtohisreply,Lloydsneeredsilentlyinhismind.HewantedtoseehowChaceembarrassed

himselflater.Hewouldn’tbelievethatChace’sdisciplecouldhavesucceededinmakingatalismanin

suchashorttime.

Afterawhile,thedooroftheGreatMasterHallopened.ChaceandLlyodquicklybroughttheir

respectivedisciplesintothehall.

Anoldmanwearingagoldensilkdragonrobewasseatedinthehall.HewastheTalismanGreatMaster

oftheTalismanHall,ChadrickGibson.

“Chace,Lloyd,whyareyouhere?”

Seeingthem,Chadrickaskedslowly.

“GreatMaster,IbroughtmydiscipletoreporttoyouabouthissuccessandtogetthetitleofOne-rank

TalismanScribeforhim!”

WithoutwaitingforChacetoopenhismouth,LloydgrabbedthechancetospeaktoChadrickfirst.

“Oh?Whatkindoftalismanhasyourdisciplemanagedtoproduce?”Chadrickaskedagain.

TogettherankofaTalismanScribe,onemustgetrecognitionfromtheTalismanGreatMasterfirst.

“GreatMaster,mydisciple,NolanJacobs,isabletoproducehigh-grademiddle-qualitysecrettechnique

talisman!”Lloydrepliedimmediately,hisfacefullofunconcealablepride.

“Hmm.High-grademiddle-qualitytalisman.Notbad.Heisindeedtalented.Alright,Iagreetograntyour

disciplethetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe.Youcangotothehallnowandproceedwiththe

registration.”



Uponhearingthat,Chadricknoddedinsatisfactionandsaid.

Franklyspeaking,aOne-rankTalismanScribewasonlyabletoproduceahigh-grademiddle-quality

talismanatmost.

“Thankyou,GreatMaster!”

Lloydandhisdisciple,Nolan,immediatelythankedtheTalismanGreatMaster.

“Chace,whataboutyou?Areyouheretogetatitleforyourdiscipleaswell?”

ChadrickthenlookedatChaceandasked.

“Yes,GreatMaster.MydiscipleiscalledGeraldCrawford.Heisalreadyabletoproduceahigh-quality

secrettechniquetalisman!”

ChacetoldChadrickrightaway.
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Hearingthis,Lloydandhisdisciple,whowasleaving,stoppedintheirtracks.

LloydturnedaroundquicklyandstaredatChaceingreatdisbelief.

“Whatareyousaying?Yourdisciplecanproduceahighqualitytalisman?!”Lloydaskedsuspiciously.He

didnotbelieveinChace’swords.

Fromwhatheknew,Chace’sdisciplehadonlystudiedforafewdays.Howcoulditbepossiblethathe



wasabletoproduceahighqualitysecrettechniquetalisman?Infact,hisdisciplewasonlyableto

produceamiddle-qualitytalismanafterstudyingforalmosttwomonths.

Nevertheless,justbecausehisdisciplecouldn’tdoit,itdidn’tmeanthatGeraldcouldn’tdoiteither.

“Chace,howlonghasyourdisciplebeenfollowingyou?”Chadrickasked.

“Fivedays,GreatMaster.”

Chaceansweredhonestly.

“Impossible!”

“GreatMaster,thisisabsolutelyimpossible.Chacemustbelyingtoyou.Howisitpossiblethathis

disciplecanproduceahighqualitytalismanafterlearningforjustfivedays?!”

BeforeChadrickcouldsayanything,LloydwasalreadyshoutingangrilyatChadrick.Hedidnotbelieveit

atall.

Chacecouldn’thelpbutfrown.Hisfacedarkened,andheturnedtoLloyd.

“MasterGriffin,justbecauseyourdisciplecannotdoit,itdoesn’tmeanthatmydisciplecannotdoittoo.

Itoldyoubeforethatmydiscipleisverytalented!”

Lloyd’sdoubtofGeraldwassimilartodoubtinghisownability,soChacewouldnotjustletLloydcriticize

Gerald.



Besides,Geraldindeedhadtheabilitytodoso.Hehadwitnessedithimself.Otherwise,hewouldn’t

havecometoseetheTalismanGreatMaster.Washethatfree?

“Lloyd,bequiet!”

Chadrick’sfacedarkened,andheorderedLloydsternly.

Lloyddidnotdaretomakeasoundanymore,andhequieteddownimmediately,shuttinghismouth

tightly.

“Chace,areyouawareoftheconsequencesthatyouwillhavetofaceifyouarelying?”

ChadrickthenremindedChace.Thiswasnolaughingmatter,sohehopedthatChacewouldthinkabout

itbeforemakingadecision.Itwasstillnottoolateforhimtotakebackhiswords.

“GreatMaster,I,ChaceHunt,wouldneverlie.Mydisciplecertainlyhasthetalent!”

ChacerepliedfirmlytoChadrick.

“Well,sincethat’sthecase,Ishalltesthimmyself.Ifhetrulyiswhatyouclaimhimtobe,Ishallgrant

himthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanMaster!”

ChadrickproposedtoChaceafterhearingwhathehadsaid.

ChaceturnedaroundandlookedatGerald,whowasstandingbehindhim.

Geraldwascalm,notnervousatall.



“Gerald,areyouready?”askedChace.

Geraldnodded,indicatinghisagreementtothetest.

SeeingGeraldagreetothetest,Chacewasreassured.HeknewGeraldwouldbeabletodoit.

Then,Chace,Lloyd,andNolanstoodaside,andChadrickpreparedabrushandtalismanpaperforGerald.

HeputtheminfrontofGerald.

“Mytestisverysimple.Ifyoucanproduceahighqualitytalismanonthespot,youwillpassthetest!If

youfail,itwillmeanthatyourtutorisbluffing,andhewillbeexpelledfromtheTalismanUnion.Youwill

bothloseyourmembershipsoftheTalismanUnion!”

Chadrickexplainedtherulesofthetestbrieflyandremindedhimabouttheconsequences.

“Iunderstand,GreatMaster.Ishallproveittoyou!”

Geraldagreedtoitwithoutasecondthought.
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“Alright,let’sbegin!”

Chadricknoddedandsignaledforhimtostart.

Oncehehadsaidthat,Geraldquicklytookthebrushandstarteddrawingonthetalismanpaper.



Geralddrewthepatternsfromhismemory.HehaddecidedtogiveahardslaptothefacesofLloydand

Nolansothathecouldmakehistutorproud.

Therefore,Geralddidnotplantoproduceahighqualitysecrettechniquetalisman.Infact,heplanned

toproduceahigherqualityone,thatwas,ararequalitysecrettechniquetalisman,whichwasnone

otherthanthegoldendragontalismanthathehadsucceededindoingtoday.

However,therewasoneconcernhehad.Hehadonlysucceededindrawingthegoldendragontalisman

afterpracticingafewtimes.Hewasn’tsureifhewouldbesuccessfulthistime.

So,Geraldknewthathehadtotakeachance.

Honestlyspeaking,producingahigh-qualitysecrettechniquetalismanwasnotaproblematalltoGerald.

Hecoulddrawthepatternseasily.However,heknewhecouldnotprovehisabilitytooeasily.Sincehe

wantedtoprovehisability,hehadtoamazethem.

Afewminuteslater,Geraldfinisheddrawingthetalismanandthrewitintothesky.

Thetalismanturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.

Itwasafailure!

Seeingthis,Chacewasdumbfounded.

Chadrickcockedhiseyebrows,hisfacedarkening,andLloyddidn’twastethechancetoworsenthe

situation.

“JustasIhavetoldyouearlier,GreatMaster.Chaceandhisdisciplewerebluffing!”Lloydshoutedat

Chadrick.



Geraldlookedverygrave.HeknewwhatconsequenceshewouldbringtoChaceifhefailed.

“GreatMaster,Iwastoonervousandaccidentallymadeamistake.Pleasegivemeonemorechance!”

Geraldbegged.

“Ifyoucan’tdoit,youjustcan’t,evenifyouaregivenasecondchance.GreatMaster,youmustpunish

Chaceandhisdiscipleseverely!”

WhenLloydheardit,hebarkedatGeraldangrilyandsuggestedthistoChadrick.

Chadrickfellintodeepthought.Intruth,hehadsomehowguessedwhatGeraldwasdrawingonthe

talismanpaperbasedonhisstrokesandthepattern,andhehadthoughtthatthegoldenraywas

unusual.

“Okay,Iwillgiveyouonemorechance!”

Afterquitesometime,ChadrickagreedtogiveGeraldanotherchance.

GeraldandChaceweredelightedwhentheyheardthat.Ontheotherhand,Lloydwasveryirritatedand

wonderedwhyChadrickwouldmakesuchadecision.

Geraldstarteddrawingatalismanforthesecondtime.

Thistime,heknewhehadtosucceed,orhewouldbedonefor.



Geraldclosedhiseyestightly.Hewasnotinarushtostartdrawing,buthewassearchinginhismindon

howhehaddrawnthepatternthismorning.

“Justforgetitifyoucan’tdoit.Don’twastetimeanymore!”

SeeingGeraldhesitatetomovehisbrush,Lloydsneeredathimagain.

Geraldopenedhiseyeswidesuddenlyandstarteddrawingonthetalismanpaperlikethewind.

EverystrokeGeralddrewonthetalismanpaperlookedverystrange.

Meanwhile,Chadrick,whowaswatchingthewayGeralddidhisstrokesfromabove,wasshockedat

whathewasseeing.

“Thisis…”

Chadrickcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatthestrokesandpatternsGeraldwasdrawingseemedveryfamiliar.

Thenextsecond,Geraldfinisheddrawingthetalisman.Themomentheputdownhisbrush,hethrew

thetalismanintotheair.

Abrilliantgoldenrayemanatedfromthetalisman,instantlyilluminatingthewholeGreatMasterHall,

andagoldendragonsurgedoutfromthegoldenlightandsurroundedGerald.
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“Atalismanofperfectquality!”

Chaceexclaimedingreatsurprisewhenhesawthis.



Thegoldenlightwasshiningbrightlywiththepurpleqidriftingfromtheeast,andthewhitemist

surroundedthem.Itwasamagnificentscene.

That’sright.Geraldhadactuallyproducedaperfectqualitysecrettechniquetalisman!

“This.Howcouldthisbepossible?!”

Lloyd,whowasstandingontheside,couldnotbelievewhathewasseeing.Heshoutedwithhiseyes

wideopen.

Althoughhedidnotbelieveit,itdidnotchangethefactthatitwasrightbeforehiseyes.

Atthesametime,Chadrickwasequallyflabbergasted.Hedidn’texpectthatGeraldwouldactually

produceaperfectqualitysecrettechniquetalismanasheknewperfectlywellthatevenhehimselfwas

unabletodoso.

“You.Howdidyoudoit?”

ChadrickaskedGeraldimmediately.

“GreatMaster,Ijustkeptpracticingandexploring.BeforeIcamehere,Ihadalreadyproducedarare-

qualitytalismansuccessfully!”Geraldansweredrightaway.

Hearinghisanswer,Chadricknoddedinsatisfaction.

“Chace,yourdiscipleisindeedextremelytalented.Fromnowon,hewillbeaOne-rankTalismanMaster

intheTalismanHall!”



Then,hepraisedChaceandgrantedGeraldthetitle.

AOne-rankTalismanMaster.ThismeantthatGeraldwasnowenjoyingthesamestatusasatutor,and

thishonorablestatuswasveryprecious.WhenhereceivedthetitleasaOne-rankTalismanMasterfrom

theTalismanHall,itwouldalsomeanthathisstatuswouldbeveryhighinthewholeofJaellatra.

“GreatMaster,you…”

Lloydwasnaturallythefirstpersonwhowasunwillingtoacceptthis.HeapproachedChadrick

immediatelyasifwantingtosaysomething.

ChadrickknewwhatwasgoingthroughLlyod’smind.Withoutwaitingforhimtosayanything,he

stoppedhimfirst.“Lloyd,Iknowwhatyouwanttosay,butthismatterissettled.Alright,offyougonow.

Istillhavethingstodo!”

Lloydfelthelpless,buthecouldonlyswallowhisangerandleavewithhisdisciple.

AsforChaceandGerald,thetutorandthedisciplewereoverjoyed,thinkingthatLloydwasshooting

himselfinthefoot.

AfterleavingtheTalismanHall,ChacesmiledatGeraldandpraisedhim.“Gerald,youarenowatutorin

theTalismanHall!Yourfuturedependsonyourselfnow.”

“Master,eventhoughIhavebecomeatutor,youarestillmyteacher!”

GeraldlookedatChacewithanunwaveringgazeashespoke.



Asthesayingwent,onceateacher,alwaysateacher.

Ifitwasn’tforChacebeingwillingtoaccepthimashisdisciple,howcouldhehaveachievedsuchan

accomplishment?

HearingGerald’swords,Chacefeltwarminhisheart.Hehadindeedchosentherightdisciple.

Verysoon,ChacebroughtGeraldtoreporttotheTalismanHalltoretrievethebadgeofaOne-rank

TalismanMaster.GeraldhadindeedbecomeatutorintheTalismanHall!

Onceeverythinghadbeensettled,GeraldwenttotheresidenceoftheZahnfamily.

Geraldhadn’tseenNorisincethelasttimeshehadcome,sohewonderedwhatshehadbeendoing

overthesefewdays.

Now,GeraldwasalreadyafamiliarguestoftheZahnfamily,sonoonewouldstophimfromentering

andleavinganymore.

Whenhereachedthehall,hesawYoshuatalkingtohisbutler.

“MasterZahn!”

GeraldenteredthelobbyandgreetedYoshuapolitely.

“Gerald,youarehere.Quick,comeandhaveaseat.How’reyourstudiesatMasterHunt’splace?”

WhenYoshuasawGerald,hisfacelitup,andheaskedGeraldwithconcernimmediately.
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“Wow,thisisthebadgeofaOne-rankTalismanMaster.So,youhavebecomeatutor?”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,YoshuahadalreadynoticedtheOne-rankTalismanMasteronhischest

andcheeredinsurprise.

YoshuacouldeasilyrecognizethebadgebecauseChaceHunthadaTwo-rankTalismanMasterbadge.

“Yes,MasterZahn.However,Imustthankyoualotforthis.Itwasyouwhogavemesuchagood

opportunitytobecomethediscipleofMasterHuntandgettowhereIamtoday!”

Geraldwasanappreciativeperson.ItwasonlynaturalthathewouldbegratefultoYoshua.

“Ha!Ha!”

“It’snotabigdealatall.It’stheresultofyourhardwork!”

YoshuawavedhishandatGeraldashelaughed.

SeeingGeraldsuccessfulmadeYoshuahappy.Atleastitmadehimfeelthathehadnothelpedthe

wrongperson.

“Ohright,MasterZahn.Whydon’tIseeNorianywhere?”

GeraldthenaskedYoshuainconfusion.

NorihadalwaysstayedbyYoshua’sside.However,shewasnotwithhimtoday,whichmadeGeraldfeel



verystrange.

“Nowthatyou’vementionedNori,she’sbeenoutthesefewdays,sayingthatshewasgoingtojoinan

expeditiontotheholymountaintosearchforathousand-year-oldpanaxginseng.

YoshuaansweredGerald’squery.

“Athousand-year-oldpanaxginseng?Whatisthat?”

Geraldwasconfused.

“It’sanancientherbthatonlygrowsonceeveryonethousandyears.It’smorepreciousthanginseng!”

Yoshuaexplained.

ThistriggeredGerald’scuriosity.Butwhyhadn’tNoritoldhimaboutthis?Moreover,whywasshe

interestedinthisancientherb?Therehadtobesomeunknownsecretsinthismatter.

“Master!Master!”

Rightatthatmoment,aservantcamerunningfromthedoorhurriedlyasheshoutedforYoshua

anxiously.

“Whathappened?Whyareyousoanxious?”

Yoshuafrownedandasked.

“Theyounglady…It’saboutYoungLadyandtherest!Theymetwithanaccidentintheholymountain!I



justheardthattherewasanavalancheintheholymountainrecently,andalotofsnowfelldownthe

mountainside.Thesituationisveryworrying!”

TheservantquicklytoldYoshuathenewshehadjustreceived.

Yoshuawasstunnedafterhearingthenews.

“You…Youcan’tpossiblybejokingaroundwiththismatter?!”

Yoshuaquestionedhimindisbelief.Hisdaughterhadleftjusttwodaysago,andnow,hewasalready

receivingsuchhorriblenews.Itwastrulyhardforhimtoacceptit.

Justashesaidthat,agroupofarmoredmenenteredthroughthedoor.

Thesemencrowdedintothehousequickly.Amongthem,therewasaleader,andhewaswearinga

blackmilitaryuniform.

“Hello,MasterZahn.I’mthecaptainofthearmyofJaellatra,PatrickWang.I’mheretodayregardingthe

matteroftheyoungladyofyourfamilyandherexpeditionteamintheholymountain!”

PatrickstoodbeforeYoshuaandtoldhimwithaseriousface.

Now,Yoshuaknewthatitwasnotfakenews,butsomethinghadtrulyhappenedtothem.

Yoshua’slegsgaveout.Luckily,hisbutlerandservant,whowerestandingbehindhim,quicklysupported

himandpreventedhimfromfalling.



Ontheotherhand,Geraldwasalsoveryworried.Heturnedaroundandleftthehouseimmediately.He

knewhehadtogototheholymountainandsaveNorihimself.

OncehehadlefttheresidenceoftheZahnfamily,GeraldheadedtothemaincityofEarthCapital.He

hadtobuysomesuppliesandequipmentbeforeheadingtotheholymountain.Otherwise,goingthere

aloneunpreparedwasnodifferentthanaskingforhisowndeath.

Chapter1638

Afterpreparingforalmosttwohours,Geraldwasfullyequipped.

HereturnedtotheresidenceoftheZahnfamilyonceagain,andhesawYoshuaandPatrick,whowere

justabouttoleaveforthearmycampnearesttotheholymountain.

SeeingGeraldcomebackmadeYoshuaverysurprised.

HehadpreviouslythoughtthatGeralddidnotwanttobotheraboutthismatter.Butnow,seeingthathe

wasfullyequipped,heknewthatthelatterhadgonetomakepreparationsjustnow.

“MasterZahn,IhopeIcangosaveNoriaswell!”

GeraldlookedatYoshuaandsaidrighteously.

AlthoughGeraldandNoriwerenotromanticallyinvolvedwitheachother,hesawNoriashisbestfriend.

NowthatNoriwasinaverydangeroussituation,Geraldcouldnotjustsitstill.Hehadtogoandsaveher.

“Gerald.”



“MasterZahn,Noriismybestfriend.Icannotjustleaveheralone!”

Yoshuawantedtosaysomething,butGeraldinterruptedimmediately.

HearingGerald’swords,Yoshuafeltwarmthinhisheart,thinkingthathisdaughterhadmadeagood

friend.

SinceGeraldhadtheintentiontodoso,hewouldnaturallychoosetosayyes.

“CaptainWang,canhejointherescuemission?”

YoshuathenlookedatPatrick,whowasstandingbesidehim,andrequested.

PatrickglancedatGerald.Afterhesitatingforafewseconds,henodded.“Yes,hecan!”

“Thankyouverymuch,CaptainWang!”

GeraldthankedPatrickaswell.HehadinitiallythoughtthatPatrickwouldnotagreetoit,butnow,it

lookedlikeitwasn’tthecase.

Soon,theyarrivedatthetemporarycampafewmilesawayfromtheholymountain.

Sincetheweatherandconditionoftheholymountainwereveryharshrightnow,therescueteamwas

notabletogetclosetoit.Forthesakeofsafety,theycouldonlybuildatemporarycampafewmiles

awayfromthemountain.

Whentheyarrivedatthecamp,agroupofmenwasalreadygatheringaroundatable,discussingthe



rescueplan.

“Come,letmeintroduceyou.Heisapolarexpeditionexpert,QuestLeane.Thisisamedicalexpert,

KalebWallor.Andthisisageologist,MalcolmLaige.”

OncePatrickwalkedintothecamp,heintroducedthethreewhowerealreadytheretoGerald.

“ThisisGeraldCrawford.Hewillbeoneofthemembersoftherescueteamthistime!”

Geraldgreetedthembriefly.

“What’syourexpertise,BrotherCrawford?Thetriptotheholymountainthistimeisnotasimpleone!”

QuestaskedGeraldrightaway.

“Idon’tknowanything!”

Geraldrepliedcalmly.

Hearingthis,thethreeimmediatelycockedtheireyebrowsandputonadispleasedlookontheirfaces.

“BrotherCrawford,ifyouknownothing,Ithinkyoushouldnotjointherescuemissionthistime.We

don’thavetheextraenergytotakecareofyou!”

QuestproposedtoGeraldwithadisapprovingtone.



Themembersoftherescueteamweremostlyexpertsinsomeareas,sotheycertainlydidnotwant

someonewhoknewnothingtojointhem.

Hearingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.Hedidn’texpectthatthesepeoplewouldlookdownupon

him.

“Don’tworry.Idon’tneedyourcarenoryourhelp.Youshouldbettertakecareofyourselves!”

Notwantingtobeoutdone,Geraldrefuted.

Afterthat,Geraldturnedaroundandwalkedoutofthetent.Hewalkedtoanopenspaceandsatdown,

packingandcheckinghisequipment.

QuestandtherestdidnotwanttobotheraboutGerald.ItwasforthebestthatGeraldhadsaidthat,so

theydidnotneedtocareaboutGerald’slifeordeath.
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Theholymountainwasafewthousandmetersabovesealevel.Thehigherupthemountain,thelower

thetemperatureandatmosphericpressurewouldbe.Moreover,theconditiononthemountainwas

veryharshnow.Thewindwasfierce,andthesnowwasheavy.Itwasverydangerous.

Hence,itcouldbesaidthattherescuemissiontotheholymountainthistimewasveryrisky.

“Everyone,sincetherewillbeaForce6windaswellasasnowstormtonight,wehavedecidedtosetthe

departuretimeatseveno’clocktomorrowmorning.Ihopethateveryonecanrestwelltonightto

conserveyourenergy!”

Soon,PatrickcameandinformedGeraldandtherest.

Tonightwasgoingtobeasleeplessnight.



Asthenightwasgettingold,Geraldleanedonhisbackpackaloneandclosedhiseyesforashortrest.

Justthen,heheardsomething.

GeraldopenedhiseyesimmediatelyandlookedinthedirectionofthecampQuestandtheothertwo

werestaying.Hesawtwofiguressneakingoutofthetent,andtheywereactingverycautiously.

Throughthedarkness,Geraldcouldseethefacesofthesetwomen.

TheywerenoneotherthanKalebWallorandMalcolmLaige.

Seeingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinsilence.Hedidn’texpectthetwopeoplewhohadbeen

mockinghimthisafternoontobeattemptingtoescape.Thiswasindeedtooshameful.

Afterthinkingforawhile,Geraldgotupandquietlyapproachedthetwoofthem.

“Whereareyoutwogoing?”

Atthenextmoment,GeraldaskedasheappearedbehindKalebandMalcolm.

Gerald’sappearancealmostscaredthemtodeath.Theyweresoshockedthattheyfelltotheground.

“You…Whyaren’tyouasleepseeingasit’sthemiddleofthenightbutinstead,you’rescaringpeople

here?!”

KalebglaredatGeraldandshoutedwithatremblingvoice.



“Hah!IfIwereasleep,howwouldIbeabletoseeyoutwoescaping?”

Geraldsmirkedandsneered.

“You…Don’tslanderpeoplehere.Wewerejustcheckingtheweather!”

AtGerald’swords,MalcolmandKalebexchangedglancesandrefuted,pointingtheirfingersatGerald.

“Youstilldon’twanttoadmitit.Howshameless.”

Click!

Rightatthatmoment,thelightscameon.

Patrick,Quest,andtherestcameoutofthetentsimmediately.Theyhadbeenawakenedbythenoise

outside.

“What’swrong?”

Patrickapproachedthemandasked.

“CaptainWang,itlookslikeyoudidn’tarrangeyourmentokeepwatchatnight.Thesetwowereinthe

middleofescaping,andIhappenedtocatchthemred-handed!”

Geraldwouldnothideitforthem,andhetoldPatrickthisplayfully.



OncePatrickheardhim,hisfacedarkened.

Swish!

Afigurerushedforward,grabbingthecollarsofKalebandMalcolm’sshirts.

ItwasQuestLeane.Heglaredatthemangrily.

“Youcowards!Howdareyouescape?!Ishallteachyouagoodlesson!”

Questroaredangrilyandwantedtobeatthemup.

Luckily,Patrickandtheothermenstoppedhimintime.Otherwise,KalebandMalcolmwouldhavebeen

tornapartbyQuest.Nobodywouldhaveexpectedthistohappen.

“Youtwo,tellmehonestly.Whatisreallygoingon?”

PatrickstoppedQuestandaskedashelookedatthemcoldly.
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“CaptainWang,we…Bothofusarejustordinarypeople!W-we’reafraidofdyingtoo,youknow…?!”

stammeredKalebasheloweredhishead,notevendaringtolookintoPatrick’seyes.

“You…!”growledQuest,growingmoreinfuriatedbythesecond.

“So…Letmegetthisstraight.Bothofyouaretryingtosecretlyescapejustbecauseyou’reafraidof

dying?”saidGeraldasheaddedmorefueltothefire.Afterall,hedidn’treallyhavemuchofagood



impressionontheduo.

Regardless,uponhearingGerald’swords,KalebandMalcolmweresoembarrassedthattheycouldonly

furtherlowertheirheads.

Boilingmad,Questthensuggested,“Peoplelikethesetwo…Theyshouldbecaptured,CaptainWang!”

Uponhearingthat,Patrickpausedforamoment.TurningbacktolookatQuest,hethencasuallysaid,

“…Just…forgetit…It’snotacrimetofeardeath!”

Capturingthemwasabitunnecessary.Afterall,theduohadn’treallydoneanythingillegaltowarrant

Quest’ssuggestion.

Eitherway,Patrickdidn’treallywanttoforcetheduotocomealongwiththemsohesimplyturnedback

tolookatthembeforesayinginafrigidtone,“Whateverthecaseis,ifyou’rethatafraidofdying,then

justleave!”

Withthatsaid,Patrickthenbeganleadingtheothersway,leavingKalebandMalcolm—whowerenow

freetoleave—behind.

ToPatrick,havingthemleaveearlywaswaybetterthanallowingthetimidandterrifiedmentostayin

thelongrun.Bygettingtheburdensoutofthewayearly,futureunnecessarytroublecoulddefinitelybe

avoided.

Regardless,uponrealizingthatPatrickwasgrantingthempermissiontoleave,boththedelightedmen

thenkowtowed—whilefacinghim—beforeshouting,“Thankyou,CaptainWang…!Thankyou!”

Hearingthat,Questmadeabriefglareatthembeforesneeringandreturningtothetent.



Geraldhimselfcouldn’tbebotheredwiththetwo,sohesimplycarriedhisbackpackbeforeenteringthe

sametentthatQuesthad.

NoticingGerald’spresence,Quest—whowasstillangrywiththeturnofevents—thenscowled,“How

absolutelyinfuriating…!Itrulyhadn’texpectedthemtobethisafraidofdying!”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Well,it’snotlikeIdon’tgetwherethey’recomingfrom.

Afterall,theduohaslittletonoexperienceinadventuring!Withthatinmind,it’snomysterywhy

they’dbesoterrifiedofundergoingsuchdangerousaffairs!”

“…Hmm?Yousaythat,butaren’tyouthesameasthem?Whydidn’tyourunwiththem?”askedQuest

rathercuriously.Afterall,QuesthadinitiallythoughtthatGeraldwassimilartopeoplelikeKaleband

Malcolm.Asitturnedout,however,hehadbeenwrong.

“I’mnothinglikethem!Afterall,I’msomeonewho’strainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment!”replied

Geraldinaconfidenttone.

Uponhearingthat,QuestinstantlygottohisfeetbeforestaringatGeraldinsurprise.Afterafew

seconds,hethensaid,“…Nowonderyoudidn’tleave!Tothinkthatyou’reactuallytrainingtoattain

spiritualenlightenment!”

“Indeed.Regardless,knowthatsinceIhaveagoodfriendintheadventureteam,I’mheadingthereto

savehernomatterthecosts!EvenifIhavetoriskmylife!”explainedGeraldashelookedatQuest

determinedly.

Hearingthat,QuestnoddedinsatisfactionbeforestretchingouthishandtowardGerald.
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“Iapologizeformyearlierbadattitude.Withthatsaid,Ihopewecancooperatethroughoutthisrescue

mission!”saidQuest.



Notonetofussoversuchsmallmatters,GeraldwasstartingtofeelthatQuestwasactuallyarathernice

person.Whatmore,Questwasaprofessionaladventurerwithgreatcourageandanadventurousspirit.

Withthatinmind,GeraldfoundhimselfsmilingashereturnedQuest’shandshakewhilesaying,

“Likewise.Regardless,allowmetoformallyintroducemyself.GeraldCrawford!”

“QuestLeane!”repliedQuestwithhisownsmile.

Followingthat,bothofthemthenbeganchattingrathercheerfullytilltheyeventuallydriftedoffto

sleepataroundthreeinthemorning…

Byseventhenextmorning,allfifteenoftherescueteammembershadalreadyassembledandwere

readytosetofffortheholymountain.

Beingthepioneerofthegroup,Questwasthefirstinline,followedbyGerald,Patrick,thentheother

membersoftheteam.

Fortunately,theweatherwasrathergood,sotherescueteam’sjourneyupthemountainproceeded

rathersmoothly.Evenso,thehighertheywent,thecolderitgot.Asidefromthat,theairpressurewas

alsograduallyintensifying.

Sensingthat,Patrickandtheothersquicklymadesuretoputonoxygenmasks.Naturally,Patrick

offeredonetoGeraldaswell.

Inresponse,however,Geraldsimplysaid,“It’sfine,CaptainWang.Idon’tneedone!”

SuchairpressurewasnothingtoGerald,anditwasevidentlynothingtoQuestaswellsinceherefused

towearanoxygenmasktoo.Quest,forone,wasaseasonedadventurer,andhewasalreadyusedto

dealingwithpressureslikethese.



Still,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyconcernedoverGerald’ssafety,soheturnedaroundtoask,“Are

yousureyoudon’twanttoputoneon,Gerald?Thepressure’sonlygoingtogetlowerthehigherweget,

andairwillbecomemuchscarcerthen…”

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforereplying,“Don’tworryaboutme.Idon’tneedtowear

one!”

Geraldmeanteverywordthathehadsaid.Afterall,theessentialqiinhisbodyactivelycushionedthe

negativeeffectsofthepressure.Duetothat,notonlywasGeraldunaffectedbythefreezing

temperatures,butGeraldwasalsoabletocontinuallymaintainhisbreathing.

WithhowsureGeraldsounded,Questdidn’tsayanythingelse.Evenso,henowhadanewoutlookon

Gerald,thinkingthattheyouthwasratherdifferentfromtheothers.

Regardless,therescueteamfinallyarrivedatarestingspotafterhikingforalittleoverthreehours.

Whiletakingtheirtemporaryrest,Patrickdouble-checkedtheirlocationbeforesaying,“Alright,we’re

currentlyatanaltitudeofthreethousandfeetuptheholymountain.Fromwhatwe’vepreviously

gathered,theotheradventureteamdisappearedataroundninethousandandeighthundredfeet.With

thatsaid,we’reonlyatathirdofourjourneytowhereweneedtogetto!”

“Isuggestwetrytoreachourtargetlocationbeforetheweathergetstoobad,CaptainWang.Afterall,

theweatherconditionsuphereappeartobemuchworsethanwhatwehadinitiallyanticipated!With

thatsaid,eventheslightestchangeinweatherwillhinderourprogressupthemountain!”saidQuestas

helookedatPatrick.

While—theremaining—sixthousandandeighthundredfeetmaynotsoundtoobadahikeonpaper,it

was,infact,extremelyfarfromwheretheycurrentlywere.

Whatmore,whileithadtakenthegroupaboutonlythreehourstogettothreethousandfeethigh,the



terraintheyhadtowalkthroughearlierwasn’tasbadaswhatwastocome.Afterall,thehigherthey

went,themoreuneventheholymountain’sterrainwasgoingtoget.Steepcliffs,forone,would

certainlybecomemorefrequent,andiftheyweren’tcareful,slippingoffonewasn’tcompletelyoutof

thequestion…

Withthatinmind,therescueteamthensetoffagainaftercompletingtheirbriefrest.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforetherescueteammetwithapredicament.

Therewasnofurtherroadtospeakofwheretheycurrentlywere!Essentially,thatmeantthattheonly

waytoheadforwardwastoclimbasteepcliffbeforethem…

Lookingdownintothethree-hundred-feetdeepabyssbelowhim,Geraldcouldtellthatmanywould

definitelyfeelterror-strickenjustfromseeinghowdeepthefallwas.

Evenso,itwasn’tasiftheothershadanyotherchoice.Afterall,itwoulddefinitelytakewaytoomuch

timeandenergyforthemtoheadbackandattempttofindanotherroad.Withthatinmind,thesteep

clifftrulyseemedliketheironlywayofprogressing.

Thankfully,thiswasn’tQuest’sfirstrodeo.Questhadscaledcliffslikethisbefore,soithonestlywasn’t

anythingtoodifficultforhim.

Withthatinmind,everyonethenwatchedasQuesttookarope—withahookattachedtoit—before

flingingittowardarockatopthecliff.

Aftertestinghowfirmthehookhadlodgeditselfintotherock,Questtheneasilyclimbeduptherope…

Chapter1642

Naturally,scalingthecliffwasn’tanissueforGeraldeither.



Aftertakingafewstepsback,Geralddashedforwardbeforemakingagiantleap!Secondslater,the

youththenlandedrightbesideQuest!

Uponseeingthat,Questandtheothersallfelttheirjawsdrop.Whatimmensejumpingcapabilities!He

trulywasapersonwhowastrainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment!

Eventuallyshakingtheirshockoff,theothersthenquicklybeganclimbinguptheropeaswell…

Itwaswhenmostofthemhadalreadymadetheirwayupthecliffwhenasuddenroarofthundercould

beheard!

Followingthat,theweatherbeganchangingratherrapidly,andsoonenough,darkcloudshadcovered

everyinchofthesky…

Understandingthattheweatherwasonlygoingtogetnastier,Patrick—whowasadamantaboutgetting

uptheclifflast—anxiouslyinstructed,“Everyone,hurry!”

Onceeveryonehadmadeittothetop,Patrickquicklybeganclimbingtheropeaswell…

Ofcourse,troublealwayscameunannounced.Theothershadconsiderablyworntheropedown,so

halfwayup,itendedupsnapping!

WatchinginutterhorrorasPatrickbeganfallingintotheabyss,theotherteammembersinstantly

beganshouting,“CaptainWang!”

GeraldhimselfquicklyuntiedtheropearoundhiswaistbeforetossingittowardPatrick!Uponcoming

intocontactwiththefallingman,theropeinstantlywrappeditselfaroundhim!

RealizingwhatGeraldhadjustdone,Questthenrushedovertohimwhileshoutingtotherest,“Hurry



andhelphim!”

Hearingthat,therestoftheteammembersquicklysnappedoutofitandbegangrabbingtheropeas

well.Afterabitofeffort,allofthemweresuccessfullyabletopullPatrickbackup…

ThankstoGerald’squickthinkingandactions,Patrickwasabletoavoidatrulyhorriblefate…

Thoughhewasnowsafe,Patrick—whowasdrenchedincoldsweat—stillfoundhimselfshivering

slightly.Afterall,hehadthoughtthatitwasalloverforhimjustsecondsago.Pantingashewalkedover

toarock,Patrickthensatonittoslowlyrecoverhiscool.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenwalkedovertohimbeforesquattingbyPatrick’ssideandaskinginaconcerned

tone,“Areyoualright,CaptainWang?”

Stillquiveringslightlyinfear,Patrickthenshookhisheadashereplied,“I…I’mfine…Regardless,thank

you,Gerald…!Ifitwasn’tforyou,I’dbedeadbynow!”

Inresponse,Geraldsimplysmiledsubtlybeforehumblyreplying,“There’snoneedtothankme.It’smy

dutytohelpateammateout!”

Despitethetouchingmoment,itwasthenwhensnowbeganfallingheavily.

Withhowfrigidthewindsweregetting,Questthenyelled,“…Thingsarelookingbad.Weneedtofind

someplacetosettledownfirst!”

Attemptingtoscalethemountaininsuchweatherwaspracticallysuicideandeveryoneunderstoodthat.

Whileitwastruethattheywereundergoingarescuemission,itwasn’tbigenoughanemergencyforall

ofthemtorisktheirlivesfor.Withthatinmind,thebesttheycoulddoatthemomentwastoseek

shelterandwaitthesnowstormout.



Afterlookingaroundforabit,Questmanagedtolocateaspaciousareaunderneathasteepcliff.

Asallofthemquickly—andgladly—enteredtheareatotakerefuge,everyoneheardasQuestsuddenly

shouted,“…Hey,lookthere!Therearesignsthatothershavestayedherebefore!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandPatrickquicklyranovertoQuest’sside.

Truetohiswords,apileofburnedcharcoalcouldbeseenthere…Itwasevidentthatothershadmadea

fireherebefore.

“Theadventureteamcouldhavestayedherebeforeinordertoavoidasnowstorm!”
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Aftersquattingtoinspectthepileofburntcharcoalforabriefmoment,Patrickthensaid,“…Thisisstill

relativelynew.Theoneswholitthefireshouldhavestayedherearoundtwodaysago!”

Hearingthat,GeraldandQuestturnedtolookateachother.Thiswasgoodnews!Afterall,itatleast

provedthattheadventureteamwasstillalivetwodaysago!

“…Alright,let’sjusttakerefugehereforthemoment.We’llcontinueourjourneyoncethesnowstormis

over!”saidQuestashelaiddownhisbackpackbeforesittingtoconserveenergy.

Whiletherestdidthesame,Geraldchosetocontinueinspectingthesurroundingcliffareainstead.

Afterawhile,GeraldcalledQuestandPatrickover.

“Mr.LeaneandCaptainWang,I’vescoutedthesurroundingareaforabitandI’vefoundthatthere

aren’tanyotherpathstoproceedto.Theonlywaytoascendthemountainfromthispointonisby

climbing.Tosupportthatstatement,justhavealookthere.Ifyousquintalittle,youcanseefriction



marks!I’massumingthat’swherethepeoplefromthatadventureteamhungtheirrope!”explained

Gerladashepointedatthetraces.

Afterhearingallthat,bothQuestandPatrickagreedwithGerald’sanalysis.

“Hmm…Tellme,Gerald,howdoyousayweshouldproceedwiththis?”askedPatrickasheturnedto

lookatGerald.

“Well,fromhowIseeit,ourbestoptionrightnowwouldbeformeandMr.Leanetoheaduptoscout

ahead.Youandtheotherscanwaithereforus.Oncewe’velocatedtheadventureteam,we’llthen

reunitewithallofyou!How’sthatsound?”repliedGerald.

Itwasaverysteepclimb,aboutthirtyfeethigh.Withthatinmind,Geraldwasafraidthataprecarious

situation—similartowhatPatrickhadearlierfaced—wouldrepeatitselfiftoomanypeoplewent

scouting.

Regardless,afterhearingthat,PatrickthenturnedtolookatQuestbeforeasking,“Whatdoyousayto

that,Mr.Leane?”

“I’llhavetoagreewithGerald.We’llbescoutingaheadthen!”repliedQuestinagreement.

“Verywell,then!Sincetherearen’tanyobjections,let’sjustgowiththat!”saidPatrick.

Followingthat,bothQuestandGeraldimmediatelybegangettingthemselvesready.Afterpackingall

thenecessaryequipmentintotheirbackpacks,theyreturnedtothethirtyfeethighcliff…

Lookingup,Questfoundhimselffrowningslightlyasheasked,“Abittoohighformytastes…Howdo

youreckonwegetupthere?”



Quest’sconcernwaswarrantedsincenotonlywasthecliffextremelyhigh,buttherealsoseemedtobe

verylittlethatlookedsturdyenoughtobeusedasleverage.Ofcourse,whileQuestfoundittobea

ratherhopelesssituation,itwasn’taproblemforGerald.

“Justleaveittome,Mr.Leane!”repliedGeraldwithaconfidentsmileashetookoutapieceoftalisman

paperaswellasapen.

“…Hmm?Could…itbethatyouknowhowtocraftsecrettechniquetalismans?”askedPatrick—whohad

followedthemtheretogetherwiththerestoftheteamtoseethemoff—inasurprisedtone.

AsapersonfromJaellatra,Patrickdefinitelyknewabouttalismans,andthoughGeralddidn’treply,

Patrickgothisanswerwhentheyouthbegandrawingonthetalismanpaper!

Afewsecondslater,Geraldtossedhiscompletetalismanintotheair…andjustlikethat,thetalisman

materializedagoldenladderoutofthinair!

“Afteryou,Mr.Leane!”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookattheshockedQuest.

Uponhearinghisname,Questquicklysnappedoutofhisshockandbeganclimbingthegoldenladder.

Patrick,ontheotherhand,stillhadhisjawgapingwide.Hehadn’texpectedGeraldtoactuallybea

TalismanMasterwhoknewhowtomakehisownsecrettechniquetalismans!ItmadePatrickadmire

Geraldgreatly.Whatmore,itexplainedwhyGeraldhadbeensoconfidentinrescuingthosepeople.

Thinkingaboutit,Gerald’spresencewasdefinitelyanhonortotherescueteam.Ifhehadn’tdecidedto

comealong,theywould’vesurelyfacedmuchmoretroubleandpossiblyevenfatalities…
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AfterbiddingfarewelltoPatrickandtheothers,GeraldandQuestthenbeganscalingtherestoftheholy

mountain.



Thoughitwasstillsnowingratherheavily—withoccasionalfreezinggustsofwind—GeraldandQuest

managedtofindacliffsidetoproceedunder.Inotherwords,theyhadminimalcontactwiththeactual

snowstorm.

Astheywalkedon,Questfoundhimselfasking,“Whatwouldyousayarethesurvivaloddsofthe

adventureteam,Gerald?”

“Ican’tsayforsure,butIthinktheyshouldstillbealive.I’massumingthey’recurrentlytrapped

someplaceonthismountain!”repliedGeraldwithahopefultone.

Gerald,forone,certainlyhopedthattheywerestillalive.Hecouldn’tbearthethoughtofNoridyingin

thissnowstorm.

Shakingthethoughtsoff,Geraldthenasked,“Regardless,howmuchprogresshavewemade,Mr.

Leane?”

“FromwhatIcangather,weshouldnowbeatanaltitudeofseventhousandandfivehundredfeet.If

that’sthecase,thenweshouldbetwothousandfeetfromwheretheadventureteamdisappeared!

Judgingfromourcurrentprogressionspeed,we’llneedabouttwomorehourstoreachthatplace!”

repliedQuestashereadouttheinformationthathissmartwatchwasshowing.

Whiletheywerecertainlymuchclosertotheareanow,thejourneytherewasstillfarfromover…

Atthatmoment,anear-piercingroarofthundercouldbeheard!Thesoundwassoloudthattheentire

mountaininstantlybeganshakingslightly!

Realizingwhatwashappening,Questquicklysaid,“This…Thiscouldbethesignofanavalanche!”



Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlybeganlookingaroundtosurveythearea…Buttohisdismay,therewas

nothingtoshieldthemagainstanincomingavalanche!Sandwichedbetweentwostonewalls,bothof

themknewthatiftheydidn’tthinkquickly,theyweregoingtobehitbytheavalancheandsubsequently

thrownintotheabyssattheendofthevalley!Bythatpoint,they’dsurelybeinpieces!

“Theredoesn’tseemlikethere’sanywheretohide,Gerald…!Whatshouldwedo…?!”askedQuest

ratheranxiously.

Despitebeingapersonwithabundantadventuringexperience,Questwasnowfeelingslightlyterrified

inthisseeminglyhopelesssituation.

Afterafewseconds,Geraldthenquicklyretrievedhistalisman-makingkitbeforesaying,“Don’tworry,I

haveanidea!”

Withthatsaid,Geraldrapidlybegandrawingonthetalisman!Thesecondhewasdone,Geraldthen

threwitforward,promptingagoldenrayoflighttoenvelopbothofthem!

Ashieldoflightformedjustintimeastheavalanchecamecrashingdownonthem!Thankfully,the

goldenshieldwassufficientinguidingtheavalancheawayfromthem,keepingGeraldandQuestsafe!

Afterwhatseemedtobeaneternity,nofurthersoundscouldbeheard.Stillsafeunderneathalayerof

snow,Geraldthenclearedoutthesnowabovethem…Theyweresafe!

OnceQuestclimbedoutwithahuff,Geraldthenfollowedafter.

Sighinginrelief,Quest—whowashonestlystillquiveringalittle—thensaid,“Thankgodyou’reherewith

me,Gerald…Otherwise,I’dsurelybedoomed!”

Smilingbackathim,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadinsilencebeforeresumingthejourneyupthe

mountaintogetherwithQuest.Itwasaboutanhourandahalflaterwhentheyfinallyreachedthe



spot…

Arrivinghalfanhourearlierthananticipated,theareatheywereinwasatanaltitudeofninethousand

andeighthundredfeet.Nowmuchnearertothemountain’speak,GeraldandQuestbeganscanningthe

areabelowthem.Unfortunately,thick,mistyclouds—thatwereeverywherebelowthem—covered

mostoftheirview.Duetothat,neitherofthemwasabletofindanyhintsofwhatcouldhavehappened

totheadventureteam…

Afterawhile,QuestwalkedovertoGeraldbeforeaskingwithadeepfrownonhisface,“…Theredoesn’t

seemtobeanytracesofthembeinghereatall…Coulditbethatnothingreallyhappenedtothem

here…?”

Chapter1645

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyesinsilence,spreadinghisdivinesenseouttoscanthroughthe

restofthemountaintop…

Sadly,therangeofhisdivinesensewasratherlimited,sohewasonlyabletoscanuptoafewhundred

feet.Thoughthatwasn’tasmallrangebyanymeans,Geraldstillwasn’tabletofindanytracesofthe

adventureteamafterquitesometime.

Eventually,Questfoundhimselfasking,“…Say…Doyouthinkthattheadventureteamisn’there

because…they’veheadedfurtherupthemountain…?”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatQuest.Thoughthesuggestionsoundedratherpreposterous,

itwasn’tcompletelyoutofthequestioneither.Afterall,sincetherewerezerotracesoftheadventure

teamhere,theonlyotherwaytheycould’veheadedto—withoutbumpingintotherescueteamontheir

wayup—wasfurtherupthemountain…

“…Thatcouldbethecase.Sincewe’realreadyhereanyway,let’sproceedfurtherupthemountainto

check!”repliedGeraldinagreement.



Withthat,bothofthemthencontinuedscalingthemountain…

Sincehecould’veverywelldiedearlierwithoutGerald’sintervention,Questnowhadtotaltrustin

Gerald.HefeltthataslongasheremainedclosetoGerald,hewouldsurelymakeitoutsafely…

Regardless,afterwalkingforawhile—withgentlebreezesandsnowflakescaressingtheircheeksthe

entiretime—theduoeventuallyarrivedeleventhousandfeetabovesealevel…

Uponarrival,theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofacave.Withhowpitchdarkitwasinside,

GeraldandQuestfoundthemselvesinstantlywaryofit.

Standingatthemouthofthecave,Questfoundhimselfsaying,“Howodd…Acaveinthemiddleof

nowhere!”

“Indeed…Well,let’sgoinandhavealookaround!”repliedGeraldashebeganwalkingintothecave.

Afterafewstepsin,bothofthemtookouttheirglowsticksbeforeactivatingthem.Nowhavingalight

sourceeach,theduothenproceededfurtherintothecave…

Thoughthecavewasquiet,itwasalsoquitedamp.Withthatsaid,occasionaldropsofwatercouldbe

heardeveryonceinawhileastheywalkedon.

Eventually,bothofthemcametoasuddenhaltwhentheysawafaintorangeglowfromwithinthe

cave…Itappearedtobethelightofacampfire,andtheduocouldseeflickeringshadowsfromtimeto

time.

Lookingateachother,GeraldandQuestfeltthattheymusthavefinallylocatedtheadventureteam.

Afterswiftlymakingtheirwaytowardthelightsource,theduowasgreetedbythesightofseveral



sleepingpeoplelyingagainstthecave’sstonewalls.

Justastheyhadthought,theyhadfinallylocatedtheadventureteam!Geraldwasmadeextrasureof

thiswhen—afterscanningthroughthepeople—hesawthatNoriwasamongthem!

“Nori!”shoutedGerald.

Hearingthatsuddenshout,everyonejoltedawake,andthisincludedNori.

Uponrealizingwhohadcalledouttoher,Noriinstantlytearedupasshecriedout,“G-Gerald…!”

Quicklygettingtoherfeet,thegirlthenranoverbeforeembracingGeraldtightly…

Ittookherawhiletocalmdown,butonceshedid,Norilookedathiminsurpriseassheasked,“But…

whatareyouevendoinghere,Gerald…?”

Realizingthatshehadn’tanticipatedhimtocomeover,Geraldthenexplained,“Well,afterfindingout

thatsomethinghadhappenedtoyouandyouradventureteam,Icameoverwitharescueteamthat

wastaskedwithlocatingyourgroup!”

“…Does…thatmeanthatyoucameoverjusttosaveme…?”askedNoriasshestaredstraightinto

Gerald’seyesexpectantly.

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyrevealedagentlesmileandnodded,notseeinganyreasontodenyit.
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Uponhearingthat,Noriwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,thefactthatGeraldhadcomealltheway

herejusttosavehermeantthathestillcaredabouther.

Still,shetrulyhadn’texpectedhimtocomehereinthefirstplacesinceNoriwassurethatshehadnever

evenmentionedhertriptotheholymountaintohim.

Withthatinmind,Norithencuriouslyasked,“…Speakingofwhich,howdidyouevenknowIwashere?”

“Well,IfoundoutwhenIheadedtoyourmanorandyourfathertoldmeaboutit,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Butholdon,doesn’tthefactthatyoucameheremeanthatyourtalismancraftingtrainingwith

MasterHuntgotdisrupted?”askedNoriinaslightlyworriedtone.

Afterall,itwasn’teasyforGeraldtogetacceptedtobehisdiscipleinthefirstplace.Withthatinmind,

Noritrulyhopedthatshewouldn’tbethereasonGeraldlosthischancetocontinuebeingMasterHunt’s

disciple.

Tohersurprise,however,GeraldsimplychuckledbeforegentlypattingNorionthehead.

RevealinghisFirst-rankTalismanMasterbadge—whichhadbeentuckedintheinsideofhis

jacket—Geraldthensaid,“Worrynot,I’vealreadybecomeamaster!Thishereisproof!”

“AFirst-rankTalismanMasterBadge?!It’sbarelybeenhalfamonth!Youreallyaresomethingelse,

Gerald!”exclaimedNoriinherdisbeliefashereyeslitup.

Tothinkthathewasabletoattainthatranksoquickly…Thatjustshowedhowcapableandpowerfulhe

trulywas!Howadmirable!

“Speakingofwhich,Iheardfromyourfatherthatyoucameovertolookforsomeancientherb.The



thousand-year-oldpanaxginseng,ifIremembercorrectly,”askedGeraldashelookedatNoriwitha

curiousgaze.

Noddinginresponse,Norithensaid,“That’stheone!It’sanancientherbthatonlygrowseveryfew

thousandyears.Asidefromthat,itcanonlybefoundonthismountain!Withthatinmind,Ifollowed

theothershereafterhearingthatitwasabouttimeitgrewagain!Unfortunately,wemetwithan

avalanchebeforewewereevenabletolocateit!It’salmostasifweweredestinedtoneverbeableto

findit!”

WatchingasNorisighedinresignation,Geraldthenthoughtforawhilebeforereplying,“Yourlivesare

muchmoreimportant!Still,doyouhaveanyideawhattheginsengherblookslike?”

“ButofcourseIdo!”repliedNoriasshefishedoutaphotographfromherbackpackbeforeshowingitto

Gerald.

Lookingatit,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofawhiteandpristineflowerthathadpetalsthat

resembledicecrystals.Thesightofitalonewasenoughtomakeanyonefeelthatitwassomething

extremelyprecious.NowonderNoriandtheothershadbeensokeenonlookingforit…

“Whatdoestheherbdo?”askedGerald,feelingthatsucharareandvaluable-lookingherbmusthave

hadgreatpracticaluse.

“Well,it’ssaidthatthethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengcanbeusedtomakeakindofpelletknownas

therejuvenatingpellet!Thepelletitselfissaidtobecapableofbringingthedeadbacktolife!”

whisperedNori.

“Really?”askedGeraldinslightdisbelief.

Thoughhewasapersonwhowasstilltrainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment,Geraldunderstood

therewasstillalothedidn’tknowaboutthismysteriousworld…Evenso,apelletthatwascapableof

bringingbackthedead?Thatwasalittletoofarfetched,evenforhim.Afterall,evenpeopleasstrongas



hewasweren’tabletobringthedeadbacktolife.

Shrugging,Norithensaidthatitwasstrictlyjustarumor.Evenshewasn’tsurehowauthenticthatclaim

was.

Atthatmoment,Questwalkedovertotheduobeforereporting,“Aftersomecheckingaround,I’ve

foundthatonlyafewoftheteammembershavesufferedminorinjuries.Therestarethankfullyfine.

Withthatsaid,wecanprettymuchpackupandbeginleavingthisplace!”
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“That’sgreattohear!AndIagree,thesoonerweleave,thebetter!”repliedGerald.

Nowthattheyhadfoundtheadventureteaminonepiece,theyneededtobeginhikingdownthesame

waytheyhadcomeupwithinordertoreunitewiththerestoftherescueteam.Oncethatwasdone,

they’dbegindescendingthemountain…

WhileGeraldwasstillrathercuriousaboutthethousand-year-oldpanaxginseng,hedidn’twanttorisk

everyone’slivesjusttolookforit.Besides,itwasn’tevenaprovenfactthatitwasreallyabletorevive

thedead.Withthatinmind,theadventureteamthenbeganmakingtheirwaydownthemountain.

Asthesayingwent,descendingamountainwasalwayseasierthanascendingone.Addingthattothe

factthatGeraldandQuestwereprovidingtheiraid,thejourneydownwardbecamemucheasiertobear.

Withthatinmind,ittookthegrouponlyhalfanhourtodescendhalfwaydownthemountain.

TenminutesbeforetheycouldreunitewithPatrick’sgroup,however,afewwhitemountainwolves

suddenlymadeanappearance!

“W-wolves?!”shoutedseveralofthepeoplefromtheadventureteamastheyimmediatelybegan

boltingdownthemountaininfear!

GeraldhimselfturnedtofaceQuestbeforeinstructing,“Quest!Leadtheothersawayfirst!I’lldealwith



thesewolves!”

Hearingthat,Questthenreplied,“Alright,butbecareful!Makesureyoureturninonepiece!”

Withthat,Questinstantlybeganoverseeingthattherestmadeitdownsafely.Oncemostofthemwere

atasafedistance,QuestturnedbacktolookathowGeraldwasdoing…Onlytoseeallthewolves

chargingtowardtheyouth!

Atthatmoment,Quest—andNoriwhohadturnedbacktocheckonGerald—couldonlystarewide-eyed

asGeraldandthewolvesplungeddownthevalleytogether!

“G-Gerald…!”criedoutNori,herheartfilledwithexcruciatingpainasshewatchedhimdisappearfrom

sight.

ThoughQuestwasjustasshockedbytheturnofevents,hequicklybegandraggingNoribyherarmto

regroupwiththeothersfromtheadventureteam.

“L-letgo…!IneedtogolookforGerald…!”yelledNoriasQuestquicklybeganleadingtheothersbackto

wherePatrickwas.

ThoughNoritriedherhardesttopryfreefromQuest’sgrip,Questwasdefinitelynotabouttoallowher

toputherselfindanger.Withthatinmind,hemomentarilytiedherwristswitharopetoeaseleading

herdownwiththerest.

Despitethat,thenowteary-eyedNoristillattemptedtostrugglefreeofherconstraintsasshewailed,

“Please…!He’sdefinitelystillalive…!Please,letmegolookforhim…!”

Ignoringherwails,everyoneeventuallymadeitbacktowheretherescueteamwas…



UponseeinghowdepressedNorilookedandrealizingthatGeraldwasn’tpresent,Patrickfoundhimself

asking,“…What’swrong?Where’sGerald?”

Loweringhishead,Questtookamomentbeforereplying,“…Whiledescendingthemountain,we

bumpedintoafewwhitewolves…Geraldfoughtagainstthemtogiveusroomtoescape…However,at

theverylastseconds,allthewolvessimultaneouslychargedathim,andallofthemfellintothe

valley…!”

“…W-what…?”mutteredPatrickwhowassoshockedthathewasn’tevenabletosayanythingelsefora

moment.Afterall,whocould’veanticipatedforsuchanaccidenttohappen…?

Evenso,theadventureteamwassuccessfullyrescued.Inotherwords,themissionwasasuccess.

Withthatinmind,Patrickquicklyshookhisshockoffbeforedeclaring,“…Let’sdescendthemountain

first.Oncewegeteveryonetosafety,we’llformanotherrescueteamtostartlookingforGerald!”

Hearingthat,everyonewasforcedtoagree.Afterall,theywereallwellawarethattheyweren’toutof

dangerjustyet.Whatmore,therejustwasn’tenoughhumanresourcestolaunchanimmediatesearch

party.Withthatinmind,thebestmoveatthemomentwasforthemtoreturntothebottomofthe

mountainbeforedecidingtheirnextstep.

NobodyevenknewwhetherGeraldwasstillamongtheliving…

Asthegroupbegandescendingthemountain,Geraldhimselfcouldbeseenlyingsilentlyatopsome

thicketsinthedeepestpartsoftheholymountain…
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Scatteredaroundhim,werethecarcassesofthewhitewolvesfrom beforethathaddiedupon
impact.

Withhow toughGerald’sbodywas,itwasnowonderwhyhehadnotonlysurvived,buthe
barelysufferedanyinjuries!Duetothat,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeheslowlyawoke…

Checkingtoseeifhehadsufferedanyinjuries,Geraldwasdelightedtofindoutthathisbody
wasa-okay.

Afterhoppingoffthethickets,Geraldthenretrievedhissmallknifeandbeganslicingthe
meatoffthewhitewolves.Sincehedidn’tknow how muchlongerhewasgoingtoremain
stuckhere,Geraldknewthathehadtostockuponfoodwhilehecould.

Oncehehadgatheredenough,Geraldbeganwalkingaroundtogatherhisbearings.

Whathewasabletowitnesssoonafter,however,wasnothingshortofautopia.Staringin
amazement,itwasthefirsttimeGeraldhadeverseensuchabeautifulplace.Itwasso
beautiful,infact,thatGeraldsimplyknewthatsuchaplacecouldn’texistanyplaceelse.

Ashecontinuedwalkingaroundthefairyland-likeplace,Geraldwassurprisedtosuddenly
hearagentleandalmostetherealfemalevoicesaying,“Who’sthere?”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,Geraldwasimmediatelygreetedbythesightofa
woman—whohadawhite,muslindressonandalongswordinhand—hoveringoutfrom the
forest…

StoppingclosetoGerald,hethenwatchedasshepointedtheswordtowardhim.

Ratherthanbeingafraid,Geraldwasmorestunnedthananything.Tothinkthatsucha
flawless-lookingwomanwithsuchpuretemperamentwouldactuallybeinthisplace!

Afterstaringatherforawhilelonger,Geraldeventuallysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“…I…
fellfrom theholymountainandsomehowwounduphere!”

Uponhearingthat,thecharmingwomanraisedaslightbrow.Lookingathim ratherdoubtfully,
shethenasked,“And…you’retellingmefallingallthewaydownheredidn’thurtyouatall?”

Shewasrighttofeeldoubtful.Afterall,Geraldlookedperfectlyfinedespitehisclaims!

“There’s a reason forthat!You see,I’m a person who’s training to attain spiritual
enlightenment!Duetothat,suchheightsaren’treallyabigdealtome!”explainedGerald.

“…Areyoureallysomeonewho’straining to attainspiritualenlightenment…?”askedthe
woman,almostasthoughshewantedtobeabsolutelysureofhisclaim…

Afterseeinghow determinedlyGeraldnoddedinresponse,thewomanfeltthathewas
probablytellingthetruth.Decidingtobelievehim fornow,shethenloweredherswordbefore
sheathingit…

Seeingthatshewasnowbeinglessvigilanttowardhim,Geraldtookthechancetoask,“…IfI
may,couldIknowwhoyouare?Also,whyareyouhere?Andwhatevenisthisplace…?”

“…MynameisJuneLovelybite,andI’m theguardianofMagicLand,theplaceyou’recurrently
in!”repliedJuneinacasualtone.

“…Ibegyourpardon,MagicLand…?”mutteredGerald,feelingutterlybewildered.Tothinkthat
suchaplaceexistedwithinJaellatra!



ItappearedthatJaellatrastillhadmanysecretsthathadyettobediscovered…Jaellatratruly
wasamysteriousplace…

Regardless,JunethenpromptedGeraldtofollow her.Afterflyingtogetherforabit,they
eventuallyarrivedatasecludedhouse…

“That’swhereIlive.I’llallowyoutoresthereforanight.Oncedawncomes,I’llleadyououtof
thisplace!”saidJune.

“How…longhaveyouevenbeenlivinghere,June…?”askedGerald.

From whathehadbeenabletogather,Junesimplydidn’tfeellikeahumanwhobelongedto
therealworld.Ifhewasgoingtobehonest,sheseemedmorelikesomeancientfairy…

“Twothousandyearsorso.”
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Thesecondheheardthat,Gerald’seyesimmediatelywidened.Thoughhethoughtthathehad
heardwrong,hequicklyrealizedthatthatwasn’tthecase.

Twothousandyears…Tothinkthatthisyoung-lookingwomanwasatleasttwothousand
yearsold…!How terrifying!Andtothinkthatshehadstayedhere—remainingcompletely
undiscovered—throughoutthatperiod!WhatkindofpersonevenwasJune…?

Hadhenotfallenintothevalley,Geraldcould’veverywellhavemissedheraswell…

SeeingthatGeraldhadnofurtherquestions,Junetookthechancetoask,“Nowthen…enough
aboutme.Whydidyoucometotheholymountain?”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldrecalledwhyNoriandtheothershadhikedupthemountaininthe
firstplace.Withthatinmind,Geraldthenreplied,“Icameheretolookforanancientherb
knownasthethousand-year-oldpanaxginseng!”

“You…cameherelookingforthatherb…?Whatdoyouneeditfor?Areyoutryingtocreatea
rejuvenatingpellet?”askedJuneasshefrownedslightlywhilelookingatGerald.

“Oh?Doyouknowanythingaboutit?”askedGeraldwhowasnowsurethatJuneknewmore
abouttheherbthanhedid.

“Thethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengisanextremelyvaluableherbinMagicLand…Afterall,
itonlygrowsonceeverythousandyears.Withthatinmind,it’scurrentlyabouttimeitgrew
again!”repliedJune.

Hearingthat,Geraldfounditalmostinconceivable!TothinkthattheherbNoriwaslookingso
hardforwasinMagicLandallalong!Nowondertheyweren’tabletofinditonholymountain!

“…Truthbetold,whatIsaidwasonlypartiallytrue.Yousee,Icamehereonarescuemission
tosaveafriendwhofoundherselfindangerwhilelookingforthatherb…Idon’treallyknow
muchaboutthatherb,andIjusthappenedtogettowhereIam bychance!”saidGerald,not
wantingJunetocontinuemisunderstandinghisreasonforbeinghere.

While Gerald could tellthatJune had only entered the First-soul-rank in the Sage
Realm—which meantthattherewasno wayshewasevergoing to beableto defeat
him—Geraldwasn’taviciousperson.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayhewasgoingto
attackJuneoverthatherb.

Whateverthecasewas,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Junegavehim alongstare



beforeturningaroundwhilestating,“…Comewithme!”

Doingassheinstructed,bothofthem soonarrivedataratherlargegarden…andwithinit,
severalflowersthathadpetalsresemblingicecrystalscouldbeseen…

Hiseyesnow widened,Geraldrealizedthatthegardenwasfilledwiththousand-year-old
panaxginsengs!

“Thosearetheherbsyouseek!”declaredJuneasGeraldcontinuedstaringatthebeautiful
flowersthatlookedexactlyliketheonethatNorihadshowedhim inherphoto.

Afterawhile,GeraldturnedtolookatJunebeforeasking,“…Couldyoutellmewhattheherb
isspecificallyusedfor…?Whyisitsovaluableinthefirstplace?”

Laughinginresponse,Junethenrevealedafaintsmilebeforeexplaining,“AsIsaidbefore,it’s
usedtomakerejuvenatingpellets,andtheycanbeusedtobringthedeadbacktolife!With
thatsaid,youtellmeifthey’revaluableornot!”

Hearingthat,GeraldnowrealizedthattherumorsNorihadheardweren’texaggeratedinthe
least.Byrefiningthousand-year-oldpanaxginsengs,rejuvenatingpelletscouldtrulybemade!

“Then…hasarejuvenatingpelleteverbeenmade…?”askedGerald.

Givingnoverbalreply,Juneinsteadtookoutascrollfrom oneofhersleevesbeforehandingit
toGerald.

Curious,Geraldopenedthescrollandslowlybeganscanningthroughit…onlytofindhimself
gettingincreasinglystunnedthemoreheread!

Thescrollrecordedeverysingletimerejuvenatingpelletshadbeencreatedaswellaswhere
theyweremade…Despitethereonlybeingthreepelletstohaveeverbeenmade,everytime
onewasbroughtintoexistence,majordisasterswerealwaysimminent!Withthatinmind,
rejuvenatingpelletsweredefinitelycategorizableasominousitems…
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Sothat’swhytheherbshadbeenkeptsowellhiddenfrom therestoftheworld…Junewas
evenheretoconstantlystandguardoverthethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengs!

“Nobodyshouldevergettheirhandsontheherbs…Otherwise,catastrophewillbesureto
follow!I’m sureyoucanunderstandthat,right?”saidJuneasshestaredatGerald.

Nowunderstandingtheconsequencesthatcouldhappen,Geraldsimplynoddedashereplied,
“Iunderstand.Don’tworry,Iwon’ttakeanyofthem!”

“I’m gladtohearthat.Regardless,I’llbegivingyousomethingtoexpressmygratitude!”said
Juneasshegracefullywavedherhand,promptingasmall,cubictreasureboxofsortsto
materializewithinherpalm…

Afterreceivingthetreasureboxfrom June,thecuriousGeraldwonderedwhatshehadjust
givenhim.Carefullypryingtheboxopen,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofasingletinypellet
inside…

LookingupatJune,Geraldthensaid,“…This…”

“That’sarejuvenatingpellet,andit’stheonlyoneIconstantlykeepwithme.Icansensehow
strongyouare,soI’llbeleavingthispillwithyou.Mayitbeusefultoyou!”repliedJune.



Geraldwashonestlyflabbergastedbythisturnofevents.Afterall,Junewasactuallywillingto
givehim suchaninvaluablething.Thiswastheonlyexistingrejuvenatingpelletforheaven’s
sake!

“I…Iappreciatethatyou’regivingmesuchapreciousgift…I…HowshouldIeventhankyou…?”
askedGerald,honestlyfeelingthathedidn’tdeservetobegivensuchaninvaluableitem out
oftheblue.

“There’snoneedtothankme!”repliedJunerathercasually.

Followingthat,sheledGeraldawayfrom hergardenandbacktoherhome…

Itwasn’tlongafterwhennightfell…

Despitehowdarktheskyhadgotten,theinsideofatemporarycamp—thathadbeensetup
quiteadistancefrom theholymountain—wasstillbrightlylit…

WhileQuestandtheothershadmadeitbacktothecampinonepiece—andwerecurrently
insidethattent—,everyonehadsolemnexpressionsontheirfaces.

AfterwitnessingwhathadhappenedtoGerald,everyonewaseitherabsent-mindedorfilled
withoverwhelminggriefatthemoment…

Noriherselfwassittingoutsidealone.Staringintentlyattheholymountain,shecouldonly
hopethatGeraldwouldsuddenlyappearinthedistanceandbeginrunningtowardher…

Atthatmoment,Yoshua’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Nori!”

Rushingtowardhisdaughter,Yoshuafeltlikeamassiveloadhadjustbeenliftedoffhischest
whenherealizedthatshewasdoingfine.

StaringatYoshuawithtearyeyes,Norigottoherfeetandembracedherfatherbeforesaying,
“…Dad…Gerald…he…Hefellintothevalley…!”

“…What?Geraldfellintothevalley?Nori,pleasegivememoredetails!”repliedthenow
tremblingYoshuaashestaredwide-eyedathisdaughter.

IfGeraldwastrulygone…thenhowwashegoingtoexplainallthistoChaceandtheTalisman
Union…?

GeraldhadjustbecomeaFirst-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUniontoo!Thethought
ofhim dyingsosoonafterthat…Itwasshocking,tosaytheleast…
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Followingthat,Noribegantellingherfatherwhathadhappenedontheholymountain…Bythe
endofhertale,evenYoshuafoundtheturnofeventsslightlyhardtobelieve.

TothinkthatGeraldhadsacrificedhissafetyjusttoprotecttheadventureteam from those
whitewolves…Whatatrulyheroicact…

Pattinghisdaughter’sback,Yoshuathenconsoled,“Don’tworry,Nori.Geraldwilldefinitely
makeitbacksafely!”

Noddinginresponse,NorihopedwithallherheartthatGeraldwouldmakeasafereturnas
well…

MeanwhileinMagicLand,GeraldhimselfwashavingamealwhilechattingwithJune,



completelyoblivioustowhatwashappeningintheoutsideworld.

NotevenknowinghowanxiouslyNoriandtheotherswereawaitinghisreturn,Geraldtooka
sipofteabeforelookingtowardJuneandasking,“Speakingofwhich… Haveyoubeen
guardingthisplacethisentiretime?Coulditbethatyou’veneverleftthisplacebefore…?”

Shaking herhead in response,June then said,“I’d love to go outmyself,honestly…
Unfortunately,I’m simplyunabletodoso!”

“Whatdoyoumeanbythat?”

“Callita…barrierofsorts.Abarriermadejustforme…SinceI’vebeengiventheresponsibility
ofguardingMagicLand,I’m incapableofgoingpastthatbarrier…Nottoworrythough,anyone
asidefrom mecanstillgopastit…”repliedJuneasshesighed.

Livingherealoneforsolongwithouteventheslightestcontactwiththeoutsideworld…It
must’vebeenpainful…

WhileGeraldcouldn’tquitepinpointhowmuchpainJunewasinwhenshesaidthat,hecould
tellthatshereallywantedtoleavethisplace…

Evenso,GeraldpersonallyhopedthatJunewouldn’tentertheoutsideworld.Afterall,things
outthereweremuchmoredangerousandvilercomparedtotheconditionswithinMagicLand.
Whilethinkingaboutthat,Geraldalsofoundhimselfhopingthatotheroutsiderswouldn’tbe
abletofindthisplace.

Afterall,withsomanythousand-year-oldpanaxginsengshere,theirdiscoverybythepublic
woulddefinitelycauseamassiveuproar.Topreventallthatchaosinthefirstplace,itwas
bestthatsomethingsremainedunfoundandsubsequentlyunchanged…

Lateintothenight,Gerald—whohadbeenleaningagainsthischairforawhile—eventually
dozedoff…Itwasanice,calmingslumber,andGeraldhadn’tfeltthiscomfortableinquitea
while…

ItwasarounddawnwhenhewasawokenbyJune’svoicesaying,“Areyouawake…?”

Openinghiseyes,GeraldsawthatJunewassittingbeforehim.

“Iam now…You’requitetheearlybirdaswellIsee…”repliedGerald.

“Indeed.Regardless,sinceyou’realreadyawake,let’sgetyououtofthisplace…,”saidJune.

Havingnoobjectionstothat,itsuddenlycameacrossGerald’smindthathehadtechnically
been‘missing’fortheentirenighteversincehefellintothevalley.Withthatinmind,hewas
nowworriedabouthowanxiousNoriandtheothersmustbefeelingatthemoment.

Whateverthecasewas,oncetheywereoutsideJune’shouse,shetookhishandbefore
leapingtogetherwithhim,soaringhighintothesky…

Eventually,bothofthem landedbeforeasmallboulevardofsorts…

Pointingattheboulevard,Junethensaid,“Youcanleavebywalkingthroughhere.”

“Isee…Thankyouforeverything!”repliedGeraldinagratuitoustonebeforewalkingintothe
boulevard…

Ashewalkedon,thescenebeforehim seemedtosuddenlywarp…andallofasudden,he
realizedthathewasnolongerinMagicLand!Lookingaround,Geraldfoundthathewasnow
inaforestatthefootoftheholymountain…



Thoughmystified,Geraldknew thathehadtokeepthislocationasecretforaslongashe
lived…

Withthat,hethenbeganwalkingoutoftheforest.Itwasn’ttoolongafterwhenhearrived
beforethetemporarycamp.Surprisingly,theexitwasthisclosetothecamp!

Standingbeforethecamp,Geraldsaw thatQuestandtheotherswereseriouslydiscussing
somethinginside…

Ittookthem awhiletorealize,buteventually,Norifoundherselfcompelledtolookoutofthe
tent…andonceshedid,hereyesinstantlywidened.Gerald…hewasstandingthere…

Hewassafe…!
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Thesecondshemanagedtosnapoutofherstupefiedstate,Noriimmediatelyyelled,“G-
Gerald…!”

Nowteary-eyed,Norithenrushedoverandhuggedhim tightly.

RealizingthatGeraldwasinonepiece,Questandtheotherswereequallyasdelightedand
surprised.

Astheyranovertohim aswell,NoriwasalreadyscanningGeraldfrom headtotoewhile
asking,“A-areyoualrightGerald?Areyouhurtanywhere?”

Seeinghowworriedshewas,Geraldcouldonlysmilebeforereplying,“Don’tworry,I’m fine!”

Hearingthat,Noriwassorelievedthatshefoundherselfgentlyhittinghersmallhands
againsthischestwhilewhining,“You…Youreallyscaredmehalftodeaththistime…!”

Thesolaceshewasnowgettingafterwitnessingyesterday’seventswassimplytoomuch…

AsbothPatrickandQuestbeganpattingGerald’sshoulders,Questeventuallyfoundhimself
asking,“Regardless…Whathappenedafteryoufell?Thatwasaprettyhighfallyouknow?”

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Iwasfortunateenoughtofallrightatopalarge
tree!Thatdefinitelyhelpedbreakmyfall!”

Naturally,Geraldcouldn’ttellthem aboutMagicLand,andthankfully,theothersseemedto
believehisstory.Afterall,theimportantthingtothem wasthatGeraldhadreturnedsafely…

Eitherway,nowthathewasback,theynolongerneededtolaunchanotherrescueeffort.With
thatinmind,everyonebeganpackinguptoreturntoEarthCapital…

UponarrivingattheZahnfamilymanor,Yoshua—whohadreturnedthenightbeforeafter
findingoutthathisdaughterwassafe—immediatelyheavedasighofreliefwhenhesaw
Geraldwiththerestofthegroup.

OncehewasbeforeYoshua,Geraldtookthechancetosay,“Apologies,MasterYoshua,and
Nori,butIhavetoreturntoearthforawhile!”

Uponhearingthat,Nori’smoodwasinstantlydampenedasshemuttered,“…Oh…You’re…
goingback…?”

AftergettingsousedtohavingGeraldbyhersidethisentiretime,shereallydidn’tlikethe
ideaofhim leaving…Thoughshedidn’tlikeit,sheknewshecouldn’treallystopGerald.



Whateverthecasewas,Yoshuathenasked,“Isee…Whenwillyoubereturninghere?”

“Probablyforquiteawhile.Afterall,I’vestayedhereforsometimeaswell.Istillneedtokeep
myotherfamilymemberscompanyandtellthem whatI’vebeendoing,”repliedGeraldwitha
slightsmile.

“Ah,Isee…Keepingtabswithyourfamilyisimportanttoo!Verywell,then.Regardless,know
thatwheneveryoureturntoJaellatra,thisisyourhome.We’llalwaysbewaitingforyouhere!”
declaredYoshawithafirm nod.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfoundhimselffeelingslightlymoved.Asidefrom hismaster,Nori
andYoshuaweretheonlyotherpeoplewhotreatedhim sowellinJaellatra… Evenso,
remindedhimselfthathecouldn’tbewithNori.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenbidfarewellbeforeleavingforEarth…

Whenhegotbacktoearth,heinstantlyfeltawelcomingwarmthandfamiliarity…Though
Jaellatrawasgreatinitsownway,earthwasstillhistruehome…

Regardless,Gerald’sfirststopwasnaturallytheSacrasolisPalace.Afterall,ithadbeenages
sincehehadlastmetMilaandhisfamilymembers,andhemissedthem dearly.

Uponarrivinghome,however,GeraldwassurprisedthatneitherMilanorhissisterwas
present…

Thankfully,hisparentswerethere,soGeraldthenasked,“Mom,dad,whereareMilaand
Jessica?”
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Hearingtheirson’squestion,Dylanthenreplied,“Ah,well,they’vebothgonetotheLaiross
State!From whatwe’vebeentold,Milaappearstohavefoundherbiologicalparentsthere!
Withthatinmind,she’spayingtheSmithfamilythereavisittoconfirm it!”

“What?TheLairossState?Herbiologicalparents?”mutteredGeraldinslightdisbelief.

Followingthat,GeraldleftsomeinstructionsforhisparentsbeforeleavingfortheLaiross
Statealone…

Meanwhile,bothMilaandJessicawerestandinginthehalloftheSmithfamilymanor.

TheSmithsintheLairossStatewereconsiderablypowerful—duetothem owningalarge
businesschain—andwereoneofthemoreprestigiousfamilieshere.

Whateverthecasewas,Mila’ssuddenarrivalwasdefinitelyunexpected,tosaytheleast.

“So…You’resayingthatyournameisMilaSmith?”askedaluxuriouslydressedwoman—with
heavymakeupon—asshestaredatMila.

“That’sright.IcameherelookingforZyreSmith,mybiologicalfather!”repliedMilawitha
determinedgaze.

“Humph!That’smyfather’sname,youknow?AndI’veneverheardhim mentioninghaving
anotherdaughter!Truthbetold,Ithinkyou’rejustheretocreatetrouble!”sneeredthewoman
asshepointedangrilyatMila.

HollieSmithwasthedaughterofZyre—themasteroftheSmithfamily—,andshewasalsothe
secondyoungladyoftheSmithfamily.



Uponhearingthat,Miladidn’ttakeherretortpersonallyandsimplysaid,“We’llfindoutifthat’s
trueonceyourfathermeetsupwithme!”

Afterlearningwhereherbiologicalparentswerefrom MasterGhost,Milahadcomeallthe
wayheretoseeifhispredictionwastrue.Worryingthatshewouldgetintotrouble,Jessica
hadfollowedheroveraswell.

Still,tothinkthattheywouldberejectedentryrightatthemanor’sdoor!Itwasthenwhenthey
bumpedintoHollie.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlong afterbefore a middle-aged man and a woman made their
appearance.

“What’swrong,Hollie?”askedtheman.

“Thankgodyou’rehere,dad!Thiswoman’sbeenpersistentlyaskingtomeetyou!Sheclaims
thatshe’syourdaughter!”explainedHollie.

BeforeZyrecouldevenreply,thewomanbesidehim instantlyretorted,“Ibegyourpardon?As
ifyoucouldeverhavetwofathers!”

TheangeredwomanwentbyChaneyLittlebury,andshewasHollie’smother.

Whateverthecasewas,Zyrefoundhimselffrowningslightlybythisturnofevents.Turningto
lookatthetwostrangers,hiseyesinstantlywidenedthesecondhesawMila.

RealizinghowmuchZyre’sappearanceresembledhers,Milastaredathim forawhilelonger
beforeasking,“…Are…youZyre?ThemasteroftheSmithfamily…?”

“…Iam indeed!Regardless,you…Youreallylooklikeyourmother…!”criedoutZyre.

Uponhearingthat,bothChaneyandHollie’sexpressionsdarkened.

“What?Whatdoyoumeanbythat,dad?Doyouhaveanotherwomanoutthere?”askedHollie
whilelookingherfatherintheeye.

ChaneyherselfwasalreadytuggingZyre’sarm assheangrilyadded,“That’swhatIwantto
knowaswell!Didyoucheatonme?Isthispersonreallyyourdaughter?!”

Momentarilyatalossofwheretoevenbegin,Zyreunderstoodthathecouldn’tkeepthisa
secretforever.Itwasfinallytimetofacethemusic…
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Uponhearingthat,Milabarelysaidaword.Instead,shesimplyheldontoJessica’sarm before
tuggingheraway.

Notevensurewhattodo,Zyrecouldonlywatchasthetwoofthem left…

Seeingthattheduowasgone,HollieandhermotherinstantlyyankedZyreintothehousewith
them.Aftersittinghim onacouch,theymadesuretoproperlyinterrogatehim.

Asitturnedout,Zyrehadapparentlymadeoutwithanotherwoman—whowentbythename
ofYviene Morish and wasMila’sbiologicalmother—before getting married to Chaney.
Unfortunately,Zyre’sfamilywasunwillingtoletthem betogether.Duetothat,afterMila’s
birth,Yvieneleftjustlikethat.

Thoughthememoryofherremainedforthemanyyearstocome,Zyrenevermentionedittoa



soul.WhilehehadthoughtofthepossibilityofYvieneappearingonedaywithMila,henever
thoughtthathewouldmeethisdaughteraloneundersuchcircumstances.

Regardless,ChaneyandHollieweregreatlyangeredafterhearingallthat.Thetruthwas,both
motheranddaughterwereassumingthatMilahadshowedherself—afterallthistime—with
theintenttosnatchthepropertiesoftheSmiths.

Despitetheirworry,however,thethoughthadneverevencrossedMila’smind.Regardless,
MilaandJessicasoonreturnedtotheirhotel…

Sittingalonebythewindow,Milafoundherselfsheddingtearsnotlongafter.Tothinkthather
biologicalfatherwassuchaperson…

Seeingthat,JessicaslowlywalkedovertoMila’ssidetoconsolethepoorgirl.Suchincidents
weresurelydifficulttojustaccept…

Gentlypattingherback,Jessicathensaid,“Don’tbesadanymore,Mila…Remember,youstill
haveGeraldandus!We’reyourfamilynow!”

Hearingthat,MilainstantlyhuggedJessicatightbeforewailingintears.Anyonewouldfeel
miserableuponhearingherexcruciatingcries…

Meanwhile,backattheSmithfamilymanor,HollieandChaneycouldbeseendiscussing
something…

“There’sdefinitelyareasonwhyshe’sshowingherselfnow,Hollie!Withthatinmind,let’shire
somepeopletogetridofherbeforeshegetstooclosetoyourfather!Onceshe’soutofthe
picture,wewon’thavetofearherthreateningusanymore!”declaredChaneyasawicked
smileformedonherface.

“Iknow right?She’sdefinitelyheretosnatchourfamily’sproperties!Ifwelether,I’m sure
she’salsogoingtostartdemandingtohaveaplacewithinourfamily!Withthatsaid,we
definitelycan’tallowhertohaveherway!”growledHollie,immensehatredinhertone.

Seeingthatherdaughtersaweyetoeyewithher,Chaneythenwhisperedsomethingintoher
ear…Bythetimeshewasdone,thesinistersmilesontheirfacesgrewwiderthanever…

Asthetwocontinuedperfectingtheirnastyplot,GeraldarrivedintheLairossState.

AftercontactingMilaandfindingoutwhereshewas,heimmediatelyrushedovertothehotel
room theywerecurrentlyin.

UponseeingGerald,Milainstantlythrewherselfintohisarms,lookingverymuchlikeapitiful
andfrightenedwhiterabbit…

Onceallthreeofthem wereseated,MilabegantellingGeraldaboutwhathadhappenedatthe
Smithfamilymanor…Bythetimeshewasdone,GeraldcametounderstandthatMila’sfather
hadhadtwowomenwithwhom hehadintercoursewith…

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensaid,“Honestly,Idon’tthinkyoushouldcontinuelookingfor
yourbiologicalfather.Afterall,notonlyhashealreadyformedanewfamily,buthe’salsoa
terriblefatherforstartinganotherfamilyafteryouwereborn!”

Hearingthat,MilahadtoagreewithGerald.

Atthatmoment,Mila’sphonemomentarilyrang…Lookingatherphone,Milasawthatshehad
receivedamessagefrom anunknowncontactnumber…

Chapter1656



‘Hello,Mila.ThisisHollie.I’dliketomeetupandhavealittlechatwithyou!’saidthemessage.

FindingitoddandsurprisingthatHolliewouldtaketheinitiativetoaskherout,Milathen
lookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“It’s…amessagefrom Hollie…Sheapparentlywantstomeet
me!”

“Oh?Let’sseewhatshewantsthen!I’llgowithyou!”repliedGerald,sensingthatHollie
definitelyhadulteriormotives.

UponrealizingthatGeraldwascomingwithher,Milawasgivenanextraboostinconfidence.
Evenifhehadn’tchosentocomealong,however,Milawasstillprettysurethatshewouldbe
abletotakeonanythingthatHolliethrewather.

Whateverthecasewas,afterdecidingameetinglocationwithHollie,MilaandGeraldthenleft
thehotel…

Themeetinglocationitselfwaswhatseemedtobeasecludedpark,andthoughGeraldcame
along,hechosetoremainintheshadowsforthetimebeing.

Bythetimetheygotthere,Holliewasalreadyatthepark.

Notwantingtobeataroundthebush,Milathensaid,“WhatcanIdoforyou?”

Chucklinginresponse,Holliethenreplied,“Ah,well,Isimplywantedtogettoknowyoualittle
better!Afterall,Inowknowthatyou’remyeldersister,andsistersshouldgetalongwitheach
other,right?”

DespitethebrightsmileonHollie’sface,sinisterthoughtsweretheonlythinginhermind.

Still,withhowdifferentlyHolliewasnowtreatinghercomparedtoearlier,Milacouldinstantly
tellthatsomethingwaswrong.Holliedefinitelyhadsomethingplannedforher…

“Look,justtellmewhatyouwantalready.Iknowhowmuchyouresentme,solet’snotwaste
eachother’stime,alright?”retortedMilainarathercoldtone.

StunnedthatMilahadseenthroughhersoeasily,Holliewasmomentarilyunabletosaya
word.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,Holliethenclappedafewtimes.IfMilawantedtogetstraightto
thepoint,sobeit!

Followingthoseclaps,Milawatchedasafewknife-wieldingmen—whowereobviouslyunder
Hollie—dashedoutfrom behindthesurroundingbushes!

IfMiladisappearedfrom theworld,thenshewouldn’tbeabletocompeteforaplacewithin
theSmithfamilyinthefirstplace!

Sneeringinresponse,Milathenaddedinacontemptuoustone,“From thelooksofit,I’m
assumingyouthoughtIshowedmyselftogetsomestatusinyourfamily,correct?Still,isthis
allyou’vegottostopme?”

“Isthatnotthetruth?Regardless,thisisyourfaultinthefirstplaceforcomingoveroutofthe
bluetothreatenmyposition!Gettingridofyouonceandforallistheonlyviablesolution!”
scoffedHollieassheglaredviciouslyatMila.

Thesecondhersentenceended,HolliethengesturedforhermentosurroundMila!

BeforeMilacouldevenmakeamove,asilhouetteofapersonsuddenlyflashedpasther!

Asplitsecondlater,anexplosivesoundwasheardasashockwavehitallofHollie’smen!



Eyesnow fullywidenedasshestaredatallthefreshcorpsesthathadjustfloppedtothe
ground,Holliefoundherselfquicklygoingpale.ShehaddisregardedthefactthatMilawould
haveherownmen!Whatafatalblunder!
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Withthosepeopleoutofthepicture,GeraldthenturnedtolookatthestupefiedHolliewho
wassoterrifiedthatshecouldn’tevenfindthestrengthtomove…

RealizingthatGeraldwasnowslowlywalkingtowardher,thequiveringHolliethenstuttered,
“Y-you…!Don’tcomethisway…!I-I’m from theSmithfamily…!”

Thefactthatshethoughtthatshecoulduseherfamilyasanactualthreattrulyshowedhow
idioticthisgirlreallywas…

Regardless,beforeanythingelsecouldhappen,MilaquicklyjoggedovertoGeraldbefore
tugginghissleeveasshesaid,“Let’sjustforgetabouther,Gerald…”

Intheend,notonlywasHolliestillawoman,butshewasalsothedaughterofMila’s
biologicalfather.Withthatinmind,Milafoundherselfratherreluctanttohaveanythingtoo
badhappentoHollie.

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedslightlybeforereplying,“…Fine.”

However,hestillwantedtogiveHollieaseverewarning,justsosheunderstoodthatmessing
withhim andMilawouldbringaboutdireconsequences.

“Hollie,right?Listenhere,ifyouortheotherSmithseverdaretolayafingeronMilaagain,I
guaranteethatyourfamilywillbecompletelywipedoffthefaceoftheearth!Justsoyou
know,I’m amanofmywords.DoImakemyselfclear?”scoffedGerald.

Notevendaringtosayaword,Holliesimplynoddedfrantically.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenledMilaaway…

Hewasn’treallyworriedaboutthecorpsessincehebelievedthatHollieandherfamilycould
easilydisposeofthem.Asfortheworryaboutexposinghim asamurderer,theyprobably
wouldn’tdaretodothateither.Afterall,thesehooliganswererecruitedbytheSmithsinthe
firstplace!

Whateverthe case was,Hollie only dared to callhermother—to update heron the
situation—onceMilaandGeraldwerecompletelyoutofsight…

Bythatpoint,GeraldandMilahadalreadyreunitedwithJessica,andfollowingthat,thetrio
quicklylefttheLairossState.Oncetheywereoutofthere,theSmithswouldsurelybeunable
todealwiththem anylonger.Whatmore,theywouldn’tbeabletohuntMiladowneithersince
Geraldmadesurenottoleavebehindanyoftheirtraces…

Eitherway,itwasafullnightanddaylaterwhenthethreefinallyreturnedtoSacrasolis
Palace…

Thesecondtheygotback,however,MasterGhostinstantlymetupwithGerald.

Seeinghowanxioushewas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“Istheresomethingimportantyou
wishtodiscusswithmeabout?”

“Indeed!Yousee,alargeportaltoanotherworldhasjustopened!I’dliketoknow whether



you’llbeenteringit!”repliedMasterGhost.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasmomentarilystunnedsilent.Tothinkthatsuchabizarreevent
wouldoccur!

Aftersnappingoutofit,Geraldquicklyasked,“Whereexactlyisthisportal,MasterGhost?”

Hearingthat,MasterGhostthenmadeafewhandgestures…untilsuddenly,arayofbluelight
shotoutofoneofhisfingertips!

Withtherayoflightflyingtowardthesky,MasterGhostthensaid,“Theportalisatthe
SkyreachStoneTabletwithinJaellatra!However,donotethatbychoosingtoenterthatworld,
you’llhavetobepreparedtolosesomething!”

Chapter1658

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynoddedinagreement…

Fastforwardtothenextday,GeraldmadesuretobidfarewelltoMilaandhisfamilybefore
headingoffforJaellatra’sSkyreachStoneTablet.

Bythatpoint,newsthattheSkyreachStoneTablethadopenedhadalreadyspreadacrossthe
entireJaellatra.Sincethiswasagreatopportunityforadventurethatonlypresenteditself
onceeveryfewdecades,severalpeoplewereapparentlyplanningtocrosstheportalaswell!

Regardless,onhiswayovertoJaellatra,GeraldmadeuseofasoundtalismantotellNori
abouthisplan.UponhearingthathewasheadingtotheSkyreachStoneTablet,Norifound
herselfinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,shewasplanningtoheadthereherself.Withthatinmind,
sheimmediatelysetofftowaitforhim there.

Itwasaroundnoonwhenbothofthem reunited.

Thoughithadonlybeenafewdayssincetheyhadlastmet,NorimissedGeraldgreatly.This
wasmadeevidentbyhow sheinstantlyleapedintohisarmsthesecondshesaw him,not
evenbotheringaboutthestaresfrom everyoneelsearoundthem.

GeraldhimselfwasalreadyusedtoNoridoingthisbythispoint.Therewassimplynowayof
stoppingthegirlfrom doingthis…

Whateverthecasewas,onceshecalmeddownabit,Norilookedathim rathercuriouslyas
sheasked,“HowdidyouevenfindoutthattheSkyreachStoneTablethadopened,Gerald?”

Hercuriositywaswarrantedsincepeopleonearthshouldn’thavebeenabletolearnofthis
event.Theonlyfeasibleanswerwouldbeifanotherpersonfrom Jaellatrahadtoldhim about
it…

Still,GeraldcouldprettymuchbeconsideredasalocaltoJaellatrabythispoint.Afterall,he
hadevenmasteredtheartofmakingsecrettechniquetalismans!

Eitherway,afterchucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplysmiledfaintlybeforereplying,“Let’sjust
saythatsomeonenotifiedmeaboutit!”

Atthatmoment,analmostetherealhum couldbeheardastheSkyreachStoneTabletbegan
shaking,preparingtoopen…

Shortlyafter,aswirlinghaloappearedaboveit!Slowly,thehalogrewlargerandlarger,andat
onepoint,thelightitemittedbecamesobrightthatitwasalmostblinding… Bythetime



everyoneopenedtheireyesagain,thehalohadstoppedandalargeportalhadappeared
beforethem…

Seeminglyleadingintosomekindofpassageway,everyonewatchedasafew strangely
dressedpeoplewalkedoutfrom theportal…

Thesepeopleweren’tfrom earthorJaellatra.Rather,theycamefrom anotherworldknownas
theLeicom Continent…

Theportal—thatonlyappearedonceeveryfew decades—servedto connecttheLeicom
Continentto Jaellatra,and onceitappeared,itwould remain open foran entireyear.
Throughoutthatyear,peoplewerefreetomovebetweenthetwoworlds,thoughstrangely
enough,onlythosefrom JaellatrawouldentertheLeicom Continentandnevertheotherway
around.Thishadalwaysbeenthecaseeverytimetheportalwasopened….

Whateverthecasewas,uponseeingsomanypeoplegatheredthere,oneofthepeoplefrom
theLeicom Continentthendeclared,“Ladiesandgentlemen,mynameisMilandKnott,andI’m
theguardianoftheLeicom Continent!WhiletodaymarksthedaytheLeicom Continentis
connectedwithJaellatraagain,therearesomenotablechangesthistime!Forone,not
everyoneisallowedtoentertheLeicom Continentthisyear!Asthenewrulestates,you’llfirst
needtopassatestinordertoqualifyforentry!”

Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlybegandiscussingthenew rule.Wasn’ttheLeicom
Continentbeingabittoostrictthistimearound?Afterall,everyonecouldenterandleaveas
theypleasedbeforethis!Whywasthatrulesuddenlyestablished?

Eitherway,aftersayingthat,Milandthenwavedhislarge,righthand,promptinganotherportal
toappearbesidetheonehehadexitedfrom.

“ThisportalleadstoaplacecalledtheChallengeoftheFairyland,andallofyouareonly
allowedtoenterintheform ofyourdivinesenses.Uponentry,youwon’tbeabletoleavethat
placetilleitheryourdivinesensesaredefeatedoryoumanagetogatherfivedivinestones.
Speakingofwhich,onlythosewhohavemanagedtogatherfivedivinestoneswillbequalified
toentertheLeicom Continent.Thestonesthemselvescanonlybeobtainedbydefeatingthe
otherparticipants’divinesenses!Withthatsaid,uponentry,you’llallbegivenhalfanhourto
prepareyourselves.Afterthatperiodoftime,theportalwillbeclosedandthechallengewill
officiallycommence!”explainedMiland.

Thesecondhisexplanationended,thecrowdinstantlyfellintoanuproar!Sinceeveryonewas
eagertoentertheLeicom Continent,theybarelygaveasecondthoughtastheybeganturning
intotheirdivinesenseformsbeforerushingthroughtheChallengeoftheFairylandportal…

Chapter1659

“Let’shurryinaswell,Gerald!Thegoodspotsmaygettakenbyothersifwedon’tgetamove
on!”exclaimedNori.

Noddinginagreement,bothofthem thentransformedintotheirdivinesenseformsbefore
goingthroughtheportalaswell.

Uponentering,theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofadenseforestthatfeltso
refreshingandcomfortablethatitgavetheimpressionthattheyreallyhadjustenteredsome
fairyland.Evenso,GeraldandNoriwerewellawarethatthiswasactuallyjustanillusory
space.Despitethatbeingthecase,theyalsoknewthatunknowndangerscouldbelurkingin
everycorner.

Whiletheydidn’tknowhowlargethisillusoryspacetrulywas,theyhadahunchthattheforest



theywerecurrentlyinwasn’ttheonlyterrainhere…

Andtheywereright.

Includingtheforest,therewereseveralotherterrainsintheChallengeoftheFairylandsuchas
thedesert,theancientcity,andthesnowfield.

Sincethedivinesensesappearedatrandom locations—aftergoingthroughtheportals—,the
factthatNoriandGeraldhadappearedtogetherwastrulyasignthattheywerefavoredby
God.

Regardless,sincetherewasstillaboutfifteenminutesbeforethechallengebegan,both
GeraldandNoridecidedtotakeastrollwhilechattingwitheachother.

“Sincewe’llneedtendivinestonestobothqualifytoentertheLeicom Continent,Iguesswe’ll
havetodefeattenpeople!”saidNoriwhilelookingatGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“That’stheidea.Still,Ifindthisruletobeslightly
surprising…TothinkthatentryintotheLeicom Continentwouldbecontrolledsostrictly!”

“Thisishonestlythefirsttimethishashappened!Beforethis,justaboutanyonewasallowed
tofreelytraversebetweentheLeicom ContinentandJaellatra!”explainedNoriassheshook
herhead.

“Well,whateverthecaseis,Ibelievethatasidefrom us,severalothersmusthavealready
begunforminggroupsoftheirown,eventhestrongerones.Thenagain,Jaellatraalreadyhas
a greatnumberofstrong people!”replied Gerald ashecarefullybegan inspecting his
surroundings.

SinceGeraldwastheonlyparticipantfrom earth,herealizedthatgettingthroughallthiswas
goingtobeagoodexperienceforhim ingeneral.Afterall,justashehadsaid,therewere
manypowerfulpeopleinJaellatra,andtheyallseemedtohavehiddenthemselvesratherwell.

Unfortunatelyforanyonetheybumpedinto,however,GeraldandNoriweren’tweakeither.In
fact,aslongastheydidn’tbumpintosomecrazystrongpersonwhohadenteredtheSeventh-
soulrankoftheSageRealm ortheAvatarrealm,bothofthem wereprettymuchgoodtogo.

Atthatmoment,Miland’svoicebeganboomingallacrossthesky.

“Everyoneparticipating!Thechallengebeginsinten!Nine!Eight…”

As Miland’s countgotnearto zero,Gerald and Noriglanced ateach otherbefore
simultaneouslyleapingatopatalltreebeforethem.

Standingontreebranches,bothofthem thenusedtheleavesaroundthem toconceal
themselves.Unlesstheywerebeingparticularlylookedfor,itwouldbeincrediblydifficultfor
anyonetoevenspotthem.

Bothofthem hadfiguredthatsincetheydidn’tknowwhatdangerswerelurkingaroundyet,
theirbestoptionwastowaitpatientlyfortherightmomenttostrike.Itcertainlybeatthe
thoughtofjustrashlyrunningaroundtolookforpeopletodefeat.

Allinall,therewereaboutathousandparticipantsinthechallenge.Inotherwords,thoughthe
illusoryspacewasratherlarge,theprobabilityofbumpingintosomeoneelsewasstillrather
high.

“Thecountdownisover!Letthechallengebegin!”announcedMilandsecondslater.

Followingthat,theentireareawentdeadsilent.Withnovoicesorevenhintsofshuffling
around,theonlysoundsthatcouldbeheardweretherustlingofleavesbeingblownbythe



wind…

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeseveralpeoplegotswiftlytakenout!Mostofthosewho
weredisqualifiedweren’tthatstronginthefirstplace,andtheothersjustweren’tthatgoodat
hidingthemselves.Withthatinmind,theyhadbeentargetedthesecondtheyenteredthis
place,whichexplainedwhytheyhadbeentakenoutsoquicklyandeasily.

Afterawhile,Noricouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…Simplyhidinghereisn’tgoingtodousanygood,
youknow?Allow metoremindyouthatwe’reprettystrongtoo!Withthatsaid,weshould
definitelytaketheinitiativetohuntdowntheweakerpeoplewhoarestillinthechallenge
whilewecan!”
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AppearingratherdistressedasshestaredatGerald,Norifelttheneedtoremindhim thatin
theend,bothofthem hadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm.

Hearingthat,Geraldfeltthatshehadapoint.Withthat,hethenreplied,“…Well,alrightthen!
Let’staketheinitiativetoattackthen!Thesoonerwegathertherequireddivinestones,the
soonerwe’llbeabletocompletethechallenge!”

Withthatsaid,bothofthem thenhoppedoffthetreetogether…

However,thesecondtheduolanded,severalarrowssuddenlyshotoutatthem from within
thebushes!

Thankfully,bothofthem reactedextremelyquickly,andtheywereabletoeasilydodgethe
arrows.Thearrowsthemselvesendeduppiercingafewtreesthatwerebehindthem…

Followingthat,threepeoplewieldingcrossbowsrushedoutfrom thebushes,encircling
GeraldandNoriinnotime!

“Tothinkthatwe’dbumpintopreysosoon!Whatluck,boss!”saidabaldmanashesmiled
sinisterlywhilelookingatthescar-facedmanstandingbesidehim.

Thetriohadearlierbeensilentlymovingaboutwhentheysuddenlysaw GeraldandNori
hoppingofffrom thattree.Knowingthatthiswastheirchance,allofthem hadswiftlymade
theirmoveswithouttheslightesthesitation.

“Luckyousay…Intheend,there’sstillonlytwoofthem!Howarewegoingtodistributethe
divinestonesamongourselves?”repliedthescar-facedmanwithasnortasherevealedhis
ownfrigidsmile.

“Iknowright?Bothofuswon’thavethatproblem,however!Afterall,bythetimewe’redone
withyou,we’llhavethreedivinestonestosharebetweenourselves!”repliedGeraldashe
smiledslyly.

Beforeeitherofthemencouldreply,anaurabladesuddenlymanifested,andjustlikethat,all
threeofthem weretakenoutinasingleswipe!

Thesecondtheircorpsesfelltotheground,theirbodiesinstantlytransformedintothree
separatedivinestones…

Pickingthem up,GeraldkeptoneforhimselfbeforehandingtheothertwotoNoriwhile
saying,“Here,takethese!They’reforyou!”

Momentarilyshockedsilent,Nori—whohadn’texpectedtobegiventwodivinestonesjustlike
that—eventuallysnappedoutofitbeforequicklyreplying,“…Youweretheonewhodefeated
them,Gerald!Withthatinmind,youshouldbetheonetokeepallthreeofthem!”



Truetoherwords,Norihadn’treallydoneanything,andthatledhertobelievethatshedidn’t
deservethestones.ThesewereGerald’sspoils!

However,Geraldsimplysaid,“It’sfine,I’lljustgetmorelater.Justtakethem!”

Seeingthathewasn’tgoingtotakenoforananswer,Norihadnochoicebuttoacceptthe
twodivinestones.Whileshedidn’texplicitlyshow it,Noriwasextremelymovedbyhis
generosity.

Geraldhimselfdidn’treallythinkmuchofit.Afterall,thetriofrom earlierwasprettymuchjust
sittingduckswaitingtobetakenoutbyeitherhim orNori.

Therewasasayingstating‘notacceptingofferedthingswasdisgraceful’,andsincethose
threemenweremakingthemselvessucheasypickings,Geraldwould’vecertainlybeenafool
nottotakethem outwhilehecould.

Regardless,NoriandGeraldthencontinuedmovingforwardtolookfortheirnextprey.

Oddlyenough,evenafterwalkingaroundforanentirehour,neitherofthem bumpedintoa
singleperson!Itwasstrange,tosaytheleast,andthepossibilityofeveryoneelsealready
beingdefeateddidn’tsoundsofarfetchednow…

Even so,the challenge had juststarted… Whatmore,there were atleasta thousand
participants!Thechallengecouldn’tbeoversosoon,right…?

Alittlewhilelater,theduocameacrossariver.Itwasonlythenwhentheyfinallydecidedto
takeabreakfrom theirhunt…

Chapter1661

Now sittingbytheriverside,Noricouldn’thelpbutask,“…It’sstrangethatwehaven’tcome
acrossanyothersevenafterwalkingaroundforsolong,right…?”

“Ittrulyis… Itmakesmewonderifwe’realittletoofarofffrom theothers,”muttered
Gerald—whowasalsofindingtheentireexperiencetoberatherperplexing—inresponse.

Thesecondhissentenceended,ablastofwatersuddenlyshotoutfrom theriver…andthe
duofoundthemselvesstaringwide-eyedatthegreendragonthathadjustleapedoutofthe
water!

Nowhoveringintheair,thedragonglaredatNoriandGeraldbeforereleasingamightyroar
thatresonatedacrossthearea!

Neitherofthem couldhaveanticipatedthatsuchacreaturewaslivinginthatriver!

However,now wasn’tthetimetoponderaboutthat.Afterall,thegreendragonsuddenly
begandivingtowardGeraldandNoriwithoutwarning!

“Watchyourself!”shoutedGeraldasbothheandNorileapedtothesidetoavoidtheattack!

Whiletheywerefortunateenoughtododgetheattack,thefactthattheareatheyhadbeen
sittingonhadcompletelycrumbledprovedjusthowpowerfulthedragonwas.Hadtheyfailed
toavoidtheattack,theywould’vesurelydiedonthespot…

“Whythehellisthereadragonallofasudden?!Aren’twesupposedtoonlybefighting
againstotherpeople?!”askedtheshockedNori.

Basedonthecurrentturnofevents,Geraldfeltthatthedragonwasjustanotherkindof



magicalchallengewithinthisillusoryspace…

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenshouted,“Gohidefirst,Nori!I’lldealwiththedragon!”

Followingthat,hesummonedJadeInfusedBladeandturneditintoasword.Aftertightening
hisstance,Geraldthenbeganchargingtowardthedragon!

Foramoment,thedragonalmostappearedexcitedasitbegandivingtowardGeraldaswell!

“SlayingSurgeofTurmoil!”roaredGeraldashisaurabladeflaredredandflew towardthe
dragon,piercingrightthroughit!

Roaringinpain,thedragonattemptedtostruggleforawhile…untilitseyeseventuallyturned
greyanditsmassivebodycamecrashingdownintotheriver…

Withthedragonnowslaughtered,Geraldraisedabrowwhenhesawthattwoshiningitems
hadappearedonthesurfaceoftheriver.

Headingovertoinspectthem,theitemsstoppedglowingoncehegotcloseenough.Thefirst
item wasajadecharm whereasthesecondappearedtobeadragonegg…

Aftertakingthetwoitemsforhimself,GeraldthenreturnedtoNori.

Now thatthingshadcalmeddown,bothofthem beganinspectingthetwocuriousitems.
Neitherofthem hadexpectedtoberewardedforslayingthatdragon,andthatonlyservedto
provehowmagicalthisillusoryspacewas…

Awhilelater,Geraldslippedthejadecharm intohispocketandcarefullyplacedthedragon
egginhisbackpack.

Bothofthem hadbeenunabletoguesswhatthosetwoitemscouldbeusedfor,soGerald
madeamentalnotetostudythem properlyoncethechallengewasover.Whateverthecase
was,Geraldwassurethatbothoftheitemshadtobeextremelyvaluable,eitherintermsof
usageorthefactthattheycouldbehidingsecretswithinthem…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardNoriasking,“Cometothinkof
it,whatwasthatmoveyouusedearlier?Itwassuperpowerful!”

Noricouldstillrememberhow amazedshehadfeltwhenshesaw Gerald’sredaurablade
earlier…

“Well…Quitefrankly,Ihavenoideaeither!Itjustsortofhappened!”repliedGeraldashe
shrugged.Hewasn’tbluffingwhenhesaidthat.

Afterall,theonewhohadearlierlaunchedtheattackwasJadeInfusedBlade.Withthatin
mind,itexplainedwhyGeraldwasn’tabletoanswerNori’squestion.

Chapter1662
Regardless,bothofthem soonpackedupandlefttheriverside…

Itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenbothofthem heardtheclashesofafiercebattle…

TurningtolookatGerald,Norithensaid,“Itappearsthatthere’sanintensefighthappeningup
front!Let’shurryoverandhavealook!”

GeraldagreedwithNori’sstatement.Afterall,ifthefighterswerealreadybattered,thenthere
wasdefinitelyachancethatbothofthem couldobtainsomethingwithoutanyeffort.What
more,ifthefightersweretakingonsomethingparticularlydangerous,GeraldandNoricould
alwaysstepinoncetheyweretakenout.



Withthatinmind,bothofthem thenswiftlyproceededforwardbeforemasterfullyconcealing
themselvesbehindalargerock.

Staringaheadatthesmallforestbeforethem,bothofthem weregreetedbythesightof
severalblack-robedmenattackingayouthinwhiteclothes.Sincetheshoulderareasofhis
clothesweredyedred,itwasonlyfairtoassumethathehadbeeninjuredthere.

Despitehisinjuriesandbeingseverelyoutnumbered,theyouthstillfoughtvigilantly.

Evenso,Geraldknewforafactthattheyouthwasfightingalosingbattle.Thenagain,why
werethosefourpeoplesoinsistentontakinghim down?Therehadtobeareasonfortheir
actions…

“Thosefourmenareclearlybullyingthatpooryouth,Gerald!Let’sstepinandgivehim ahand!”
grumbledNoriassheglaredatthesituationwithresentfuleyes.

Ofcourse,Geraldsawnoissuewiththat.Itwasavirtuetoplaythewhiteknight,afterall.

Meanwhile,intheforestitself,oneoftheblack-robedmenfoundhimselfsneering,“Comeon
Zelig!Stopplayingsohardtogetandgiveusyourdivinestonealready!”

“Overmydeadbody!”scoffedZeliginresponse,clearlystillhavingquiteabitoffightleftin
him.

“Ifyouinsist!”roaredthemaninangerashegesturedfortheotherthreetoattackZeligatthe
sametime!

SecondsbeforeZeligwashit,arayofgoldenlightsuddenlyengulfedZelig,shockingtheother
fourmenenoughtomomentarilyretreat!

Followingthat,slightrustlingcouldbeheard,andthenextthingeveryoneknew,twopeople
werealreadystandingguardbeforeZelig!

“Howvillainousforfourofyoutotakeonasingleperson!”scoffedGeraldashestaredatthe
fourpeoplewithcontemptuouseyes.

Hearingthat,allfourofthem tookturnsexchangingglanceswitheachother.Theyhadn’t
expectedtobeinterferedwithhalfwaythroughwhattheyweredoing.

Shortlyafter,whatseemedtobetheleaderofthegroupthenglaredatGeraldbeforewarning,
“Look,buddy.Beatitandleaveustoouraffairs.Otherwise,don’tblamemeforkillingyoutoo!”

“Hah!I’dliketoseeyoutry!”retortedGeraldashiseyessuddenlybeganglintingmurderously.

Beforeanyoftheblack-robed men wereeven ableto reply,Gerald tossed two secret
techniquetalismans—thathehadearlierhiddeninsidehissleeves—towardthemen!

Appearingtoburnupjustinchesawayfrom thetalismans’targets,theduothatGeraldhad
attackedfoundthemselvesbeingengulfedinflamesbeforetheywereevenabletoreact!And
justlikethat,thetwoblack-robedmenhadbeenburnedtodeath…

“…W-what…?!”shoutedthetworemainingmen,momentarilyunabletoprocesswhathadjust
happened.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,theshockedleaderofthatgroupthenshouted,“You…You’rea
TalismanMaster!”

TothinkthattheywouldactuallybumpintoaTalismanMasterhereofallplaces!Withthatin
mind,thetwomeninstantlyattemptedtoboltoff.



‘Boldofyoutoevenattemptescape!’Geraldthoughttohimself.Itwasevidentthatthey
weren’tgoingtobeleavingalive!

Withthat,Geraldthentossedanothertwosecrettechniquetalismans!Uponcollisionwiththe
escapingduo’sbodies,wereinstantlyensnaredbyvinesthatappearedoutofnowhere!

Fullybound,theduofloppedtotheground,utterlyterrifiedastheywatchedGeraldslowly
walktowardthem.

Staringbackatthem,Geraldthencasuallysaidinafrigidtone,“Wellthen,thanksforgivingus
yourdivinestones!”

Withthat,Geraldsummonedhisswordbeforeswiftlyendingtheremainingtwomen…

TherewasnomercyinhisattacksinceGeraldwaswellawarethatnotbeingcrueltohis
enemieswouldmeanthathewasbeingcrueltohimself…
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Regardless,Geraldthentookallfouroftheirdivinestonesbeforeslippingthem intohis
pocket.Geraldnowhadfiveofthem.

Eitherway,hethenturnedtolookatZeligbeforeasking,“Areyoualright?”

Shakinghishead,Zeligthenrepliedinagratuitousvoice,“I’m fine,thankstoyousavingme!
Also,wherearemymanners!MynameisZeligLear!”

Uponhearingthat,Norifoundherselfmomentarilystunned.

“Wait,you’re…ZeligLear?ThesecondyoungmasteroftheLearsofJaellatra?”askedNori.

Lookingather,Zelig—whoclearlyhadn’texpectedhertoknow whohewas—foundhimself
raisingaslightbrowashecuriouslyreplied,“…Iam.Andyouare…?”

“Ah,I’m Norifrom theZahnfamily!Ididn’tthinkI’dbumpintothesecondyoungmasterofthe
Learfamilyhere!Whatanhonor!”saidNoriasshesmiledsubtly.

TheLearswereanextremelystrongfamilyinJaellatra,andmanyofitsmemberswereso
strongthatsomehadevenmanagedtoentertheAvatarRealm!

Zeligunderstoodhow stronghisfamilywasaswell.Withthatinmind,tothinkthathehad
beencaughtintheprocessoffailingtodefendhimselfagainstonlyfourassailants…Itwas
ratherembarrassing,tosaytheleast.

Chucklingratherbitterly,Zeligthensighedbeforereplying,“You’reexaggeratingit,YoungLady
Zahn!I’m justagood-for-nothingwho’sbeenleftbehindbytheotherLears!”

ThoughZeligwasthesecondyoungmasterofhisfamily,histrainingwashonestlyratherlow
incomparison.Afterall,hehadonlymanagedtoentertheNinth-rankintheRuneRealm.The
factthathecouldn’tevenbreachtheSageRealm hadcausedhisfamilytocollectivelylabel
him asbeinguseless.Withthatinmind,Zeligwasn’texaggeratingeitherwhenhesaidthat
therestoftheLearshadabandonedhim.

AfterstaringatZelig’sbodyforawhileGeraldfrownedslightlyashesaid,“…Icansensethat
duetosomeoddreasons,youhaven’tbeenabletoprogresspasttheNinth-rankoftheRune
Realm.”

Noddinginresponse,Zeligthenreplied,“You’reratherinsightful,sir!Whatyousaidistrueand



from whatI’vemanagedtogather,thereseemstobeastrangeaurawithinmybodythat’s
keepingmyelixir-of-lifefieldsealed.That’sthereasonwhyIhaven’tbeenabletomakeany
progressatall!”

“Isee…Well,it’snotlikeyoursituationisincurable.Youjusthaven’tbeenusingtheright
methodstoproperlytackleit!”explainedGerald.

Thesecondheheardthat,Zeligwasinstantlysurprisedthoughjoyquicklyovertookthat
feeling.ThefactthatGeraldwasabletosaythatdefinitelymeantthatGeraldhadawayof
helpinghim!

“…Isee!Butbeforethat,wherearemymannersindeed!How shouldIaddressyou?”asked
Zelig.

“YoucanjustcallmeGerald.GeraldCrawford!”

“Verywell,Mr.Crawford!Gettingstraighttothepoint,ifyoutrulyhaveawaytohelpme,then
I’llbewillingtoofferyoumyentirelifeinexchange!I’llbethereforyouatyoureverybeckand
call!”repliedZelig.Withhowexcitedhelooked,Zeligbarelyhadthetemperamentofayoung
masterofsuchapowerfulfamily…

However,thatdidshow how sincereZelig’swordswere.AddingthattothefactthatZelig
wasn’tevenclosetofeelinglikeavillainouscharacter,Geralddecidedthathewasn’tagainst
helpinghim out.

“WhileI’m finewithhelpingyou,youshouldfocusongatheringfivedivinestonesfirst.Wecan
talkaboutthisinmoredetailonceweleavethisillusoryspace!”repliedGerald.

Afterall,thoughGeraldalreadypossessedfivedivinestonesandNorihadtwo,Zelighadn’t
managedtogatherasinglestone.Withthatinmind,theyneededeightmorestones,which
meantthateightmorepeopleneededtobedefeated…

Chapter1664

“You’reright,Mr.Crawford!”repliedZeligasheinstantlybegantendingtohisearlierwounds.

Oncehewasdone,hethensetofftogetherwithGeraldandNori.

Thankfully,thesubsequentpeopletheybumpedintowereratherweak,soinnotimeatall,the
triomanagedtogathertheremainingeightdivinestones…

Withthatdone,theyquicklyrushedbacktotheexittogetthemselvesauthenticated.Once
thatwassuccessfullydone,theythenlefttheillusoryspace.

Uponreturningtotherealworld,theywereeachgivenawoodentoken.Thetokenswereproof
thattheyhadpassedthechallengeandservedas‘passes’ofsortsthatgrantedthem entry
intotheLeicom Continent.Naturally,thismeantthatpeoplewhodidn’townthewooden
tokenswouldn’tbeallowedaccessintotheotherworld.

Regardless,sincetheyhadbeenwaitingtoentertheLeicom Continentforquiteawhilenow,
thetriothen—ratherimpatiently—wentthroughtheinitialportal…

Shieldingtheireyesfrom brightraysofwhitelight,theyeventuallymadeitintotheLeicom
Continentwithoutahitch.

SincethiswasGerald’sfirsttimehere,hewasmomentarilytakenabackbyhowbeautifulthis
placewas.Notonlydideverythinglookmarveling,buttheentireareaseemedtobefilledwith
floatingcontinentsaswell!



Regardless,Geraldfoundhimselfsnappingoutofitwhenhesuddenlyheardsomeonejeering,
“Well,well,well!Ifitisn’tYoungMasterLear!”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,thetriowasgreetedbythesightofayouth—whohad
adarkgreenrobeon—walkingtowardthem.

“LevBayfield!”scowledZeligashefrowned.

LevwastheyoungmasteroftheBayfieldfamilyinJaellatra,andhehadmanagedtoenterthe
First-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm.

“TothinkthattheuselesssecondyoungmasteroftheLearfamilywouldbeabletomakeit
pastthatchallenge!Someonemust’vehelpedyou,right?”scoffedLevashelookedatZelig
mockinglybeforeturningtosizeupGerald,aglintofinterestinhiseyes.

ItwasclearasdaythatLevwaslookingdownonZeligforhavingtorelyonotherstofightfor
him,butbeforeZeligcouldevenreply,Levhadalreadyturnedtoleave,laughingmockingly
throughouttheprocess.

“…Ihadpreviouslyonlyheardtalesofhow sharpLev’stonguecouldbe.Now thatI’ve
witnessed itfirst-hand,Ican safely agree with those rumors!”scowled Norirather
contemptuouslyassheglaredatLev’sback.

From whatshehadsaid,itwasclearthatthoughshehadn’tmetLevbefore,shehaddefinitely
heardofhim.

Eitherway,uponfindingahoteltostayin,thetrioquicklyrealizedthattheLeicom Continent’s
currencywasratherdifferentfrom theirs!Sincetheyweren’tgoingtobeabletouseearthor
Jaellatra’scurrencyhere,allthreeofthem knew thattheyhadtostartthinkingofwaysto
obtainmoney.

Afteraskingaround,theyfoundoutthatgoldcoinswerethemainform ofcurrencyhere.They
alsocametorealizethattherewasafamousauctionhouseherethatwentbythenameof
theAurum AuctionHouse.Thatwasdefinitelygoingtobetheirbestshotofquicklyobtaining
thisforeignland’scurrency.

Withthat,thethreepeoplethenswiftlyheadedofffortheauctionhouse…

Uponarriving,thetriorealizedthatalmosteveryonetryingtoauctionthingstherecamefrom
Jaellatra.Withthatinmind,thecrowdwasmassive,tosaytheleast.

Itwasquiteeasytotellapartwhocamefrom Jaellatraandwhowasalocaltooduetohow
differentthe two cultures looked.Ifthatwasn’talreadyenough,manyofthe Leicom
Continent’sresidentsappearedtoresentthosefrom Jaellatra…

Chapter1665

Regardless,afterwaitingashortwhile,Geraldandtheothertwofinallygottheirchanceto
revealtheirauctionitem totheappraiser.

Uponrevealingthejadecharm tohim,thetriowatchedastheappraiser’seyesmomentarily
widenedinshock.

Aftercarefullyobservingitforawhile,theappraiserthensaid,“…Comewithme!Allthreeof
you!”



Hearingthat,thetriothenfollowedhim deeperintotheAurum AuctionHouse…

Onceinside,theyweresoongreetedbythesightofanoldmanwhohadagoldencrownon
hishead.

Aftertheappraiserhandedthejadecharm totheoldman,hethenwhisperedsomethinginto
hisear,promptingtheelderlymantoappearslightlysurprised.

StaringatGeraldforawhile,theoldmanthenasked,“Howdidyouobtainthejadecharm of
thegreendragon?”

Whileslightlyhesitanttorevealtheinformation,Geraldeventuallyreplied,“IobtaineditafterI
slaughteredagreendragonthatIcameacrossduringtheChallengeoftheFairyland!”

Uponhearingthat,theoldman’sinitialsurprisequicklyturnedintodelight.

“Tothinkthatyouwereabletoslaughterthegreendragon!Justsoyouknow,thisjadecharm
isincrediblyvaluablesincetheonlywaytoobtainitisbydefeatingthatdragon!Nobodyelse
hasbeenabletodoitbutyou!Howexceedinglypowerfulyoumustbe!”praisedtheoldman.

Nowrealizinghowvaluablethejadecharm was,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“Howvaluable
arewetalkingabouthere…?”

Boomingwithlaughterinresponse,theoldmanthenreplied,“HowdoIevensaythis…Ican
sayforsurethatevenifyouauctionitforafew milliongoldcoins,you’dstillfindabuyer!
That’show valuableitis!Now thatyouknow how muchit’sworth,pleasetellmewhether
you’dstillliketoauctionit!”

Hearingthatthejadecharm wasworththatmuch,Geraldandtheothertwoinstantlyfound
themselvesgettingexcited.Afterthinkingaboutitforalittlelonger,Geraldfinallydeclared,
“Verywell!I’m agreeingtohaveitauctioned!”

Intheend,nomatterhow valuablethejadecharm was,moneywasstilltheprioritysince
withoutany,theywouldn’tbeabletosurvivelongintheLeicom Continent.

“I’m gladtohearthat!However,donotethattheAurum AuctionHousewillgetashareof
thirtypercentoffthefinalauctionedprice.Doyouaccept?”askedthecrownedoldman.

TurningtolookatNoriandZelig,theydidn’tappeartoobjecttotheidea.Withthat,Gerald
thennoddedinagreement.

“Verywell,then!Pleasecomewithmetothewaitingarea!We’llbeauctioningthejadecharm
ofthegreendragonverysoon!”saidtheauctioneerasheledthetriotoanareawherethe
othersellerswere.Withhowtheareawaspositioned,thesellersweregivenaclearviewof
theiritemsgettingauctioned.

Whateverthecasewas,uponarriving,Geraldandthetwootherssatsidebysideasthey
waitedfortheauctiontobegin.

Itwasonlyafewminuteslaterwhentheysawthecrownedoldmanwalkupthestage.The
auctionwasfinallybeginning!

Clearing his throat,the elderlyman then declared “Ladies and gentlemen!We have a
wonderfularrayofvaluableauctionitemstodayaswell!Withoutfurtherado,herecomesthe
firstitem,thePhoenixFan!”

Followingthat,theoldmanthenpulledtheredclothoffthefirstauctionitem,revealinga
goldenfan!Sincethefeathersonthefanweresupposedlyphoenixfeathers,theitem was
definitelyanexquisiteone.
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“We’llbeginthebidatahundredthousandgoldcoins!Asareminder,eachbid’sincrement
hastoexceedfiftythousandgoldcoins!”explainedthecrownedoldman.

Nowthatthebiddingprocesshadofficiallybegun,thecrowdinstantlywentintoanuproar!

“Twohundredthousandgoldcoins!”shoutedawealthy-lookingman.Sincehehadincreased
thebidbyahundredthousandgoldcoinsrightoffthebat,itwasonlyfairtoassumethathe
wasfilthyrich.

However,rightafterthat,afatman—whowassittingoppositeofthepreviousbidder—stood
upbeforeshouting,“Threehundredthousandgoldcoins!”

Truthbetold,Geraldandtheothertwofeltthattheoldhandfanwasn’treallyworththatmuch.
Evenso,whoweretheytojudge?Thesepeoplewerefilthyrich,sotheycoulddoanythingthey
wantedwiththeirmoney.

Eventually,thehandfanwassold—tothebusinessmanfrom beforewhohadstartedthe
bid—forawhoppingsixhundredthousandgoldcoins!

Followingthat,ittookabouttwomorehoursforthenexttwoitemstobeauctionedoff.

SinceGerald’sjadecharm ofthegreendragonwasthefourthandlastitem tobeauctioned
fortheday,thetriohadtopatientlywaitthroughoutthebiddingprocess.

Now thatthesecond-lastitem hadbeenauctionedoff,allthreeofthem instantlybegan
focusingontheauctionagainasthecrownedoldmanremovedtheredclothcovering
Gerald’sjadecharm…

Clearinghisthroat,theoldmanthendeclared,“Forourlastitem fortoday,wehavethejade
charm ofthegreendragon!I’m sureIdon’tneedtoelaborateonhow rarethistreasureis!
Withthatsaid,thebidstartswiththreemilliongoldcoins,andanyfurtherincrementmust
exceedamilliongoldcoins!Withoutfurtherado,letthebiddingbegin!”

Thesecondhissentenceended,someoneimmediatelyshouted,“Fivemilliongoldcoins!”

“Giveitup!I’m payingsixmilliongoldcoins!”

“Sevenmilliongoldcoins!It’smine!”

Withhowrapidlythebidderswereincreasingthefinalpriceofthejadecharm,itwasn’tlong
beforethebidamountwentovertenmilliongoldcoins…Eventhen,thepricejustkepton
rising!

Eventually,thefinalbidamountedtoawhoppingtwentymilliongoldcoins!Bythatpoint,the
crowdhadquieteddown,andnobodydaredtofurtherincreasethealreadyoutrageousbid
amount.Afterall,twentymilliongoldcoinswasalreadyfarbeyondwhatanyonecouldhave
anticipatedthefinalpricetobe.

Withthatinmind,thecrownedoldmanthenhammeredonthepodium beforelookingatthe
finalbidder—ayoungmanwearingaroyal-lookingoutfitwhowasseatedatthefront-most
row—anddeclaring,“PrinceSeverinhasbidtwentymilliongoldcoins!Evenifanyoneelse
wishestocompeteagainstthat,I’vedecidedthatPrinceSeverinwillbetherightfulownerof
thejadecharm!Withthatsaid,congratulations,PrinceSeverin!Thejadecharm ofthegreen
dragonisnowyours!”

SincePrinceSeverinwastheprinceoftheLeicom Continent’sroyalfamily,thatamountwas



nothingmuchtohim.

Tothetrio,however,itwasasthoughtheyhadhitthejackpot.

Noriherselfwassoexcitedthatshecouldn’tholdherselfbackfrom exclaiming,“Bygod!
Twentymilliongoldcoins!You’redefinitelymadeafortunethistime,Gerald!”

Geraldhimselfhadn’texpectedthejadecharm tofetchsuchahighprice.Ifthejadecharm of
thegreendragonalonecouldbesoldforthismuch,thenthedragoneggwouldsurelysellfor
billions,right…?

Despitethethought,Geralddidn’treallywantotherstoknowthathehadtheeggyet.Besides,
itwasn’tasthoughhewaspoorintheseforeignlandsanymore.

Regardless,soonaftertheauctionended,thetriowatchedasthecrownedoldmanordered
hismentocarrythreehugechestsfilledwithgoldcoinsover…

Thoughhewasextremelywealthyonearth,Geraldhimselfhadneverseensomanygold
coinsatonce!Duetothat,allthreeofthem foundthemselvesmomentarilyshockedbywhat
theysaw…
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Eventuallysnappingoutofit,NorithenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“…That’s…quite
alot.Howoneartharewegoingtocarryallthisaround,Gerald…?”

Thoughitwastruethattherewerethreechestsandthetriocouldtechnicallycarryoneeach,
itwasgoingtobefartoomuchofahassleinthelongterm.Whatmore,oncepeoplesawall
thatgold,theywouldsurelybetemptedtorobthem…

RealizingthatGeraldwasstressedoverhowtobringallthatmoneyaround,thecrownedold
manthenhandedasmallringtohim.

Slightlystartledtosuddenlybegivenaring,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…I’m sorry,but
what’sthisringabout…?”

“It’sastorageringwithaparticularlyhugestoragespace!Youcankeepyourgoldinthatso
youwon’thavetofretaboutcarryingitabout!”explainedtheoldmanwithanamiablesmile.

“That…Ican’tjustacceptsomethinglikethisforfree!Howaboutthis?I’llbuythisringoffyou
foramilliongoldcoins!Isthatacceptable?”askedGeraldwhosimplywasn’tthekindof
persontowillinglytakeafreemealfornothing.

Seeinghow sensibleGeraldwas,theoldmanchosenottorefuse.Andjustlikethat,the
moneywastradedforthering.

Afterslippingtheringon,Geraldgentlytappedit,promptingapocketspacetosuddenly
appearbeforehim!

Uponseeinghow spaciousitwasinside,Geraldquicklyplacedtheremainingmoneywithin
thatspace,makingsuretoputhisbackpackinsideaswell.

Withhow convenientthestorageringwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutconsiderittobea
treasure.

Regardless,nowthatthatissuehadbeensolved,GeraldwasjustabouttoleavewithNoriand
Zeligwhentheoldmansuddenlycalledout,“Pleasewaitforamoment!There’ssomeone
whowishestomeetyou!”

Hearingthat,thetriowasinstantlypuzzled.Afterall,theyhadjustarrivedattheLeicom



Continent.Whoonearthcouldbewantingtomeetthem?

Nowthathehadtheirattention,theoldmanthenledthem toaguesthallattheback.

Uponarriving,theyweresurprisedtoseethattheonewhohadwantedtomeetupwiththem
wasnoneotherthanPrinceSeverin!

Beingthebuyerofthejadecharm ofthegreendragon,PrinceSeverinhadbeenkeenon
meetingthepersonwhohadevenconsideredsellingtheprecioustreasureinthefirstplace.

Eitherway,nowthattheywerehere,theoldmanbowedrespectfullybeforetheprincebefore
saying,“Ladyandgents,thisyoungmangoesbythenameofPrinceSeverin,andhecomes
from theroyalfamilyoftheLeicom Continent!He’salsotheonewhoboughtthejadecharm
ofthegreendragon!”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutstareattheprinceforawhile.Thoughhedidn’treally
knowhowtogreetaprince,Geraldwasatleastsurethathehadtoberespectful.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthengreeted,“It’sanhonortomeetyou,PrinceSeverin!”

StaringbackatGeraldwithacuriousgaze,theprincethenreplied,“…You’retheonewhosold
thejadecharm,correct?”
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Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“That’sright.MycompanionsandIcamefrom
Jaellatra,yousee,andsincewehadnomoney,Idecidedtosellthejadecharm!”

“…You…Doyounotknow how preciousthejadecharm ofthegreendragonis…?”muttered
theconfusedPrinceSeverin.

Gerald,forone,honestlyhadnoclue.

Truthbetold,washenotindireneedofmoney,hewouldn’thavesoldoffthejadecharm.
Afterall,hehadn’tevenstudiedityet.Evenso,PrinceSeverin’stonealonewasenoughtotell
Geraldhowextraordinaryatreasurethejadecharm actuallywas…

Now getting increasinglycurious,Gerald shookhishead beforeasking,“I’m afraid I’m
clueless,PrinceSeverin.Doenlightenme!”

“…Verywell!Yousee,thejadecharm yousoldmeisthesymbolofthegreendragon,andthe
personwhoownsitwillbegrantedthepowersofthegreendragon!Incaseyoudidn’tknow,
amongthefourDivineBeasts,thegreendragonisthestrongestamongthem!”explained
Severin.

Uponhearingthat,thetrioinstantlyfoundthemselvessurprised.Tothinkthatthejade
pendantwasthisuseful!Now thatheknew whatthejadependantwascapableof,Gerald
beganslightlyregrettinghischoiceofsellingit…

Evenso,whatwasdone,wasdone.Hecouldn’tjusttakeitbacknowthatithadofficiallybeen
sold.Whatmore,thebuyerofthejadependantwastheprinceofthiscontinent!Withthatin
mind,gettingitbackwasonlygoingtobeevenmoredifficult!

Understandingthatitwasbestifhejustgaveuponreobtainingit,Geraldthensaidina
slightlyresignedtone,“…Isee.Iappreciateyoutellingmemoreaboutit,PrinceSeverin…
Regardless,thejadependantisnow yours,soyoudon’tneedtoworryaboutmetryingto
reclaim it!”

StaringintoGerald’seyes,theprincecouldsensethatGeraldwasn’tlyingtohim.Withthat,he



thenreplied,“…Wellsaid.Itrustinyou!”

Followingthat,thetwopartiestalkedforawhilelongerbeforegoingtheirseparateways…

AstheylefttheAurum AuctionHouse,Geraldkeptremindinghimselfthatitwasnousecrying
overspilledmilk.Thefactthattheynow ownedafortunedefinitelyhelpedGeraldconvince
himselfthatthisoutcomewasn’tallthatbad.Afterall,itwasbetterthanhavingnothingatall.

Byroughestimation,allthatmoneywasmorethanenoughforallthreeofthem toliveforan
entireyearintheLeicom Continentworry-free.

Withthatinmind,thetriomadesuretonotonlyfindabetterplacetostayin,buttoalso
celebratebyhavingaheartydinnertogether…

Fastforwardtonighttime,Geraldendeduphavingtosharearoom withNoriwhileZeligslept
inanotherroom.

WhileGeraldwasnaturallyreluctanttohavetosharearoom withher,Norikeptinsistingthat
shestayedwithhim withtheexcusethatshewasafraidofbeingalone.Withhow things
currentlywere,itwasobviousthatNoriwonintheend.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheywereinaprivateroom,Geraldfinallytookthechance
totakethegreendragon’seggoutfrom hisbackpack.

Carefullyplacingitonthetable,Geraldthenbeganobservingtheegg,wonderingifanother
greendragonwouldactuallyhatchfrom it.

WalkingovertoGerald’sside,Norithensatbesidehim.Lookingattheeggwithherown
curiousgaze,shethenfoundherselfasking,“…Doyouthinkanothergreendragonwillhatch
from this…?”

“It’spossible.Evenifthat’sthecase,wedon’treallyknowwhenit’sgoingtohatchanyway,”
repliedGeraldrathercalmly.

Thesecondhissentenceended,however,acrispcrackcouldbeheardfrom theegg…

Staringwide-eyedassmallcracksbeganracingdownthedragonegg,GeraldandNoriwere
momentarilyleftspeechlesswhenagreendragoneventuallypeekedoutfrom withinthenow
crackedegg!

WitheyesthatwerethesizeofGerald’sthumbs,thebabydragonsimplystaredbackat
GeraldandNoriuntilNorieventuallysnappedoutofit.

Withhowcuteitwas,Noriwasimmediatelycaptivatedandshefoundherselfsquealing,“It’s…
It’sanadorablebabygreendragon!”
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Justasshewasabouttotouchit,however,thebabydragoninstantlyrespondedwithatiny
roar!Thoughthesmalldragonwasevenbearingitstwotinyfangs,itsactionsonlymade
Nori’sheartmeltevenfurther.

“Oh…?AreyoubeingmeantomeeventhoughI’m treatingyousokindly,littlefella?”scowled
Noriinaplayfultone.

Seeminglyunderstandingthatitwasbeingscolded,thebabydragonquicklycurledupintoa
ball…

Seeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile.



Reachingouthisarm,Geraldthenliftedthebabydragonbeforeplacingitinhispalm…
ContrarytoitsinitialreactiontowardNori,thedragonappearedtotrustGeraldcompletely,
andthiswasmadeevidentbyhowmuchitkeptrubbingitscheekagainsthispalm.

Seeinghow comfortablethedragonwasaroundGerald,Noriaddedinacheerfultone,“It
seemsthatthelittlefellatrustsyoualot!Itdidn’tevenattempttobemeantoyouwhenyou
firsttouchedit!”

Thetruthwas,thebabywasonlybehavingthiswaysinceitwasfamiliarwithGerald’sscent.
Afterall,hehadbeencarryingtheeggaroundthisentiretime.Withthatinmind,itwasonly
naturalthatthedragontrustedGeraldthemost.

Regardless,thetwothenproceededtoplayaroundwiththebabydragonlateintothenight…

Bythatpoint,thebabydragonhadalreadyfamiliarizeditselfwithNori,soitnolongersawher
asanenemy.ToNori’sdelight,itwasevenwillingtoletherholdhim!

Eventually,thethreethenheadedtobed…

Whenmorningcame,GeraldandNoriwereabruptlyawokenbythebabydragon’shisses!

Seeingthatitkepthissingwhilehoppingatoptheirbodies,Noriquicklyrealizedwhatwasup,
promptinghertosay,“…Ithinkit’shungry,Gerald!”

Whiletheynowhadonemysterysolved,anotheronewasinstantlyposed.Whatshouldthey
feedit?Foralltheyknew,dragonsprobablyhaddifferentdietscomparedtohumans…

Unsurewheretoevenbegin,Geraldthenplacedthedragonintothestorageringbefore
leavingthehotelwithNoriandZeliginsearchoffood…

Eventually,theymanagedtofindarestaurantandtheymadesuretoorderallsortsof
delicious-smellingfoods.

Oncethefoodarrived,Geraldslippedsomemeatintothestoragering,hopingthatthedragon
wouldlikeit.

Tohisdismay,allitdidwaslayonitsstomach!ItbarelyhadanyinterestinthefoodGerald
hadprovided!

“Itdoesn’teatmeat…?Thenwhatdoesiteat?”mumbledtheperplexedGerald.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldeventuallydecidedthatitwasbestifthetriofedthemselves
firstbeforeworryingaboutthebabydragon.

Aftertheirmealwasover,thetriothencontinuedwalkingaround,hopingthattheywould
somehowcomeacrosssomethingthatthebabygreendragonwaswillingtoeat.

Astheywerepassingbyamagnificent-lookingmanor,thebabydragonsuddenlyappearedto
grow excitedwithinthestoragering!Findingitsreactiontobeodd,Geraldthenreleasedit
from thepocketspacetoseewhatwasup.

Theseconditwasfreed,however,thedragonboltedrightintothemanor,appearingtobe
drawnbysomethinginside!

Unabletoreactfastenoughtorecaptureit,Geraldthencalledout,“Hey,comeback!”

Leapingoverthemanor’sfence,thetriothenquicklybeganchasingafterthedragon…

Bythetimetheycaughtuptoit,thebabydragonwasalreadymunchingonsomething



underneathatree…

Seeingbitsoffoodallaroundit,Noriraisedaslightbrowasshecuriouslyasked,“Whatisit
eveneating…?”

Allthreeofthem wereequallycurioussincethedragonappearedtobeeatingsocontently
eventhoughitbarelyhadanyinterestinthemeatthatGeraldfeditearlier.

Squattingbesidethedragon,Geraldtookacloserlookatthebitsoffoodbeforesaying,“…It
seemstobeeatingsomekindoffruit…Sinceitlikesitsomuch,it’sonlyfairtoassumethat
whateverit’seatingisthekingoffruits!”
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With thatdeduced,allthree ofthem found themselves looking upward… and to their
amazement,theysawcountlessfruitsemittingdazzlingpinkglowsgrowingonthetree!

“Mygod!Thosefruitslooksobeautifulandjuicy!Whatkindoffruitevenisthat?”exclaimed
Noriinherawe.

Bynomeanswassheexaggeratingwhenshedescribedhowstunningthefruitslooked.From
thelooksofit,thefruitwasnativeonlytotheLeicom Continent…

Uponpickingoneofthefruits,Geraldcouldinstantlyfeelastrangeenergybeingemittedfrom
it.Howmysterious…

Barelyasecondlater,thetriosnappedoutoftheirawewhentwowomen—eachwearinglong
whiterobes—withwhitewingsgrowingontheirbackssuddenlydescendedfrom thesky!

“Whoareyoupeople?Howdareyoubargeinhereandstealourholyfruit!”shoutedoneofthe
womenasshepointedangrilyatGerald.

“Thesewomenarestrong,brotherGerald!”warnedZeliguponseeinghow strangethetwo
womenwere.From whathecouldtell,theyhadatleastenteredtheFourth-soul-rankinthe
SageRealm!

“Um… Sorry,butwe didn’tmean to barge in intentionally!”explained Gerald,trying to
deescalatethesituation.

“Quityourcr*p!You’resayingthatevenwhenyouhaveafruitinyourhand?!I’m teachingyou
thievesagoodlessonifit’sthelastthingIdo!”scowledtheothercurvierwoman.

Thesecondhersentenceended,bothofthem thenchargedtowardGeraldandhisfriends!

“I’lltakecareofthem!Youtwoleavefirst!”orderedGerald.

Notabouttosaynotothat,NoriandZeligthenboundedawaywhileGeraldsummonedhis
bladetotakeonthetwowomen.

ThoughtheduohadenteredtheFourth-soul-rankintheSageRealm,theywerestillunableto
takeonGerald!

Astheduowassentflyingbackbyashockwavefrom Gerald’saurablade,theycouldn’thelp
butlookateachother,feelingslightlytakenaback.Neitherofthem hadanticipatedforGerald
tohavesuchterrifyingpower…Theyweren’tevenhismatchevenwhenworkingtogether!
Theyhadtrulybumpedintoatoughopponentthistime…

Beforethetwopartiescouldclashagain,astream oflightsuddenlyblastedrightbetween
them,promptingthetriotobackaway!

Oncetheblindinglightfaded,Geraldsaw thattheonewhohadsteppedinwasacrowned
womandonningarobewithphoenix-likepatterns…

“Stopit,allofyou!”orderedthecrownedwomaninacalm voice.

“LordMage!”shoutedbothofthewomeninrespectfultonesastheyquicklytookafewsteps
backbeforekneelingbeforeher.

Seeingthat,Geralddidn’tfeeltheneedtocontinuefightingeither.

Whateverthecasewas,thecrownedwomanthenreplied,“Bothofyoucanleavenow.I’ll



handletherest.”

Uponhearingthat,theduothengotupandleft.

Now thattheyweregone,thecrownedwomanthenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,
“Thisyounggreendragon…Isityours?”

Hearing that,Gerald turned to look atthe dragon—who was alreadysavoring another
fruit—beforelookingbackatthecrownedwomanandsaying,“Itis,andtobequitefrank,I
havenoideawhyit’ssointerestedinthatfruit!”
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“Well,forone,thisparticularfruitisaholyfruitknownasHeaven’sapple!”explainedthe
crownedwoman.

Asshewenton,GeraldcametolearnthattheHeaven’sappleonlymaturedonceevery
hundredyears.Sincethefruitwascapableofreplenishingenergyandmendingwounds,it
wasafundamentalpharmaceuticalingredientintheLeicom Continent.

“…Alright,but…Thatdoesn’texplainwhythedragon’ssointerestedintheHeaven’sapples.
Justsoyouknow,Ievenfeditmeatearlier,butitbarelyshowedanyinterest!”repliedthe
confusedGerald.

Chucklinginresponse,thecrownedwomanthensaid,“Sincethat’sthecase,I’m now surer
thaneverthatthegreendragonisoneoftheDivineBeastsoftheLeicom Continent.I’m
assumingyoufounditwhiletakingontheChallengeoftheFairyland?Regardless,justknow
thatthedragonwillonlyfeedonHeaven’sapples!”

SeeingthatGeraldregisteredherwords,thecrownedwomanthenclearedherthroatbefore
addinginamoreserioustone,“Eitherway,sincetheyounggreendragonchoseyoutobeits
master,I’m sureyou’renoordinaryperson.Withthatsaid,Ihopeyou’llnurtureitwell!Ifyou
do,I’m sureit’llhelpyouobtainunimaginablegains!”

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.Evenwithouttheideaofgettinganythingbackinreturn,
hewasstillgoingtotakegoodcareofthebabydragon.

PleasedbyGerald’sdetermination,thewomanthenwavedherhand…promptinghundredsof
Heaven’sapplestobepluckedbeforetheyquicklygatheredinfrontofGerald!

Momentarilydumbfounded,Geraldeventuallysnappedoutofitbeforeasking,“…What’sall
thisthen?”

“Well,let’sjustsaythatIbelievewewerefatedtomeet!Sincetheyoungdragonneedsthe
Heaven’sapplesanyway,considerthesetobemygifttoyou!”repliedthecrownedwoman
withasmile.

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,thecrownedwomanhadalreadyleapedintothesky,andsoon
after,shecouldn’tevenbeseenanymore…

Unsurehow toevenrespondtotheturnofevents,GeraldsimplyplacedalltheHeaven’s
applesintohisstoragering…

Followingthat,Geraldthenbeganwalkingoutofthemanorwiththebabydragon.Sinceitwas
alreadyfull,thehappydragonsoonbegansnoringwithinthestoragering…

Sighinghelplessly,Geraldthenmuttered,“Heynow…Tothinkthatyou’resleepingrightafterI
cleanedupthemessyoumade…ItmakesmewonderifI’m reallyyourmasterhere!”

Still,thedragonwasnowhispet,soGeraldwaswellawarethatitwashisdutytotakegood



careofit.

Eventually,GeraldreunitedwithNoriandZeligwhohadbeenwaitingatthemanor’sgatethis
entiretime.

Seeingthathewasinonepiece,bothofthem instantlysighedinrelief.Thatmadeitquite
evidentthattheyhadbeenworriedabouthissafetythisentiretime.

Evenso,thatdidn’tstopNorifrom lookingaroundGerald—almostasthoughshewastryingto
seeifhehadsufferedanyinjuries—assheasked,“AreyoualrightGerald?Areyouhurt
anywhere?”

Shaking his head,Gerald then replied,“I’m perfectly fine.Iwas able to clearthe
misunderstanding!”

Hearingthat,theduowasrelievedonceagain.Afterall,theywouldsurelybegreatlysaddened
ifsomethingbadhappenedtohim.

Regardless,nowthatthefoodproblem hadbeensolved,Geraldthenlookedattheduobefore
asking,“Speakingofwhich…Doyoutwohaveareasonforcominghere?”

Quitefrankly,hehadnoideawhyhewashereinthefirstplace.

“…Huh?You’retellingusyoudon’tknowwhywe’rehere…?”repliedZeliginsurprise.

“Notaclue.I’m assumingyouknowthereason…?”askedGeraldwithaslightfrownasZelig
andNoriexchangedglanceswitheachotherbeforenodding.
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“We’reheretoenrollintheLeicom Academytotrainandbecomestrongercultivators!”replied
Nori.

“TheLeicom Academy…?”askedGerald,feelingconfused.

Followingthat,NoriandZeligthenbegandetailingtheacademytoGerald.

Essentially,theLeicom AcademywasthelargestacademyforcultivatorsintheLeicom
Continent.Onceeverydecade,theacademywouldselecttalentsfrom differentcontinentsto
enrollthere,andthosewhowerechosenusuallyendedupbecomingthemostpowerfulof
cultivators.Theacademyalsohadasystem wherethestudentwiththemostoutstanding
performancewouldbeappointedaschiefscholar.Needlesstosay,obtainingthattitlewasa
greathonorwithinthatacademy…

Regardless,thatwasprettymuchthereasonwhyallthosepeoplefrom Jaellatrahadcome
over.Geraldhimselfwasn’tawareofallthissinceonlythosefrom Jaellatraevenknewabout
theLeicom Continent.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatGeraldunderstoodwhatwashappening,hewasprompted
toask,“And…Howexactlycanweenrollintheacademy?”

Afterhearinghow prestigiousitwas,Geraldwasnow fireduptogetintotheacademyand
havealookathowgreatitwashimself.Whoknows,hecouldencounteranexperienceofa
lifetimeifhemanagedtoenrollthere…

“Well,wefirstneedtopassatest!”repliedZelig.



“Isee…When’sitgoingtobeheld?”askedGerald.

“Aroundthreethisevening.”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthencheckedthetime…

…Itwasalreadyhalf-pasttwo.Thetestwasinhalfanhour!

“…It’salreadytwo-thirty!Ifwedon’thurry,we’regoingtobelate!”exclaimedGerald,prompting
theduotolookateachotherbeforenodding.

Thankfully,thetriowasabletoarriveattheacademyintime…

Bythree,theLeicom Academy’sfrontgateswerealreadyfloodedwithatleastathousand
people.Thoughmanyamongthem werefrom Jaellatraandhadalreadyundergonetheinitial
selectionprocessintheChallengeoftheFairyland,theywerestillkeenonjoiningthe
academy.

Evenso,justlikealltheprevioustimes,onlyeighthundredpeoplewouldberecruitedinthe
end.Withthatinmind,itwasnoexaggerationthatthecompetitionjusttogetenrolledwas
extremelyfierce.

Lookingatthecrowd,Noricouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Therearesomanypeoplethisyear!”

Secondslater,thecrispsoundofabellbeingrungcouldbeheardfrom withintheacademy…

Followingthat,fourfiguressuddenlyappearedbeforetheacademy’sgates!

TheywerethefourmainguardsoftheLeicom Academy—whohadeachalreadyenteredthe
AvatarRealm—,andtheirmaintaskwastokeeptheacademysafe.Withthatinmind,itwas
clearasdaythatthesefourwereextremelyterrifyingindividuals.

Infact,allfouroftheiraurascombinedweresopressuringthateveryoneinstantlyfellinto
silenceupontheirarrival.

Naturally,Geraldandhisfriendsweren’texcludedfrom thisfeeling.EventhoughGerald’s
mindwaswell-trained,havingtofacesuchstrongcultivatorswhohadenteredtheAvatar
Realm was stillproving to be a little too taxing forhim.Gerald’s strength was near-
incomparabletothefourguards…

Understandingthat,Geraldcouldguessthattherehadtobemanymorestrongcultivators
withintheacademy.ItseemedthatNoriandZeligreallyweren’texaggeratingearlierwhen
theysangpraisesaboutthelargestacademywithintheLeicom Continent…
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Followingthat,everyonewatchedamanwearingabluerobedescendedfrom thesky…

Steadilylandingbeforethecrowd,hispresencesomehow madeeveryonegoevenquieter
thanbefore.

“…Welcome.IgobyKarstenYkink,andI’m theexam proctoroftheLeicom Academy.With
thatsaid,I’llbethechiefexaminerofyourteststoday.Ifanyofyouweren’talreadyaware,
you’llonlybeabletoenrollifyoupassourtest!”explainedKarston.



Withthatsaid,Karstenthenwavedhishand,promptingamassivegustofwindtobegin
blowing…Thenextthingeveryoneknew,twohugeplatformshadmanifestedbeforethem!

“Let’snotbeataroundthebush,shallwe?Thegentsaretoqueuefortheleftplatform while
theladiestheright.Essentially,you’llallbegoingagainstrepresentativesoftheLeicom
Academy,andinordertopassthetest,allcandidateswillhavetowithstandattacksfrom
them!Forthosewhomanagetowithstandthreeconsecutivestrikes,you’llbeallowedtoenter
theeliteclass!Ifyoumanagetotaketwo,you’llbegivenaccesstotheintermediateclass!
Finally,thosewhoareonlyabletowithstandasinglehitwillbeallowedtoenterthebeginner
class.Ifyoucan’teventakethefirsthit,thendon’tevendream ofgettingpastthegates!”
addedKarsten.

Geraldfoundthattheselectionprocesswasprettysimpleandefficient.Ifhewasgoingtobe
completelyhonest,henow”feltthatpassingthetestwasgoingtobeabreeze.

“Confident,brotherGerald?”askedZelig.

“Ofcourse!Whataboutyou,brotherZelig?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Samehere.Whichclassareyouaimingfor?”

“Theeliteoneofcourse!”declaredGerald.

Sincehewasalreadytakingthetimeandefforttoenroll,itfeltonlynaturaltoGeraldtowant
tobeinthebestclass.Tohim,enteringanyotherclasswasprettymuchmeaningless.

Uponhearingthat,Zeligsimplynodded.Withhow confidentGeraldsounded,Zeligtruly
wantedtobelievethatGeraldwascapableenoughtoachievehisgoal…

Shortlyafter,bothofthem heardNorisay,“Well,I’llbeheadingovertotheotherplatform first.
We’llregrouplater!”

Recallingthattheparticipantswereseparatedandtestedbygender,Geraldthensmiledashe
replied,“Alright!Goonahead!”

Withtheirmomentarygoodbyessaid,thetriothenbeganliningupaccordingly…

ComparedtoNori’sside,Gerald’slinewasexceedinglylong.Afterall,thereweredefinitelya
lotmorementryingtogetenrolledcomparedtowomen.

Bylisteninginontheothers’conversations,Geraldwasabletofindoutthatmanyofthe
presentcandidateshadpreviouslyfailedandwereheretoattempttheirluckingetting
enrolledagain.

Itwassometimelaterwhenanangryvoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Getlost!”

Turningaround,Geraldwatchedasamaninabluebrocadeoutfitbeganwalkingtothefront
withtwoothermenfollowingbehindhim.Asthemaninbluecontinuedwalkingforward,his
twolackeysmadesuretoshoveanyonetooclosetohim away.

Themanhimselfwouldscowlorevenstraightupbeatupanyonewhostoodinhispath.With
thatinmind,nobodydaredtogetintohisbadbooks.

Watchingallthistakeplace,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.Afterall,hehatedpeoplelike
thesethemost.

JustasGerald was thinking that,a chubbyyoung man—who wasn’tallthatfarfrom
Gerald—gotpushedtothegroundbyoneofthelackeys.

“Stopblockingtheroad,fatso!”scowledthemaninbluebrocadeasheglaredattheyoung



man.

Uponhearingthat,thechubbymaninstantlygottohisfeetbeforeloweringhisheadand
standingaside.

Watchingasthechubbymandustedhimself,themaninbluecouldn’thelpbutgetslightly
excitednowthatheknewhowwimpythechubbymanwas.

Unabletoholdback,themaninbluethenscoffed,“Youknowwhat?Forblockingmywayin
thefirstplace,I’m teachingyoualessonifit’sthelastthingIdo!Men,beathim up!”

“Rightaway!”shoutedbothofhismenastheypreparedtopunchtheinnocentchubbyman!

However,beforetheycouldevenlandtheirhits,afiguresuddenlyappearedrightbeforethe
chubbyyouth…
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Unabletoevenreactintime,thetwomenwatchedasthefigurelaunchedtwoconsecutive
lightning-fastkicks!Thenextthingtheyknew,theywerealreadyflyingintheair!

Uponseeingthat,themaninbluewasinstantlyshocked.Ithadn’toccurredtohim that
someonewouldactuallydaretobeathismenup!

“Threeagainstone?How shameless!”scoffedGeraldwhowasobviouslytheonewhohad
takenaction.

“…You…Whoareyou?Andhowdareyougetinvolvedinthis!Youmusthaveadeathwishor
something!”retortedthemaninblueasheglaredatGerald.

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tafraidofthem intheleast.

“Who,me?I’m justapasser-bywhocan’tstandscummypeoplelikeyou!”repliedGeraldina
casualtone.

“You…!Lookkid,ifyoudidn’talreadyknow,mynameisYanZanetti!Theeldestyoungmaster
oftheZanettifamilyfrom Jaellatra’sJouenState!Nowkneelbeforemeandapologize!Ifyou
don’t,well…Let’sjustsaythatyou’llsoonbeinforaworldofsuffering!”growledYan.

“LikeIcarewhoyouare.We’reallequalsinmyeyes!Withthatsaid,whoareyoutobully
others?”scoffedGeraldashelookedatYanwithdisdainfuleyes.

“Soyoucravedeaththatmuch,huh?!Finethen!Youonlyhaveyourselftoblameforoffending
mesomuch!”roaredYanasheinstantlylaunchedafistatGerald!

From thelooksofhisattackingstance,Yanwasmostprobablyacultivatorwhohadarather
goodgraspofmartialarts.Unfortunatelyforhim,hisstrengthwasnowherenearGerald’s
immensepower…

Withthatinmind,allittookwasasinglekickfrom GeraldtolaunchYanintothesky!With
howswiftGerald’smovementswere,Yanwasn’tevenabletoreactintime,letalonelandhis
hit!

Shoutinginpainashefelltotheground,itwasevidentthatthefallhurtquiteabit.

Whateverthecasewas,everyonewhohadwatchedallthatplayoutcouldn’thelpbutgawkat
Gerald.Tothinkthathewasthisfastandstrong!



“You…Youdareattackme?!I’m notlettingyouoffifit’sthelastthingIdo!”roaredYan,
attemptingtoacttough.

Hearingthat,GeraldwasabouttocontinuebeatingYanupwhenhefeltsomeonetugonhis
arm.Lookingback,Geraldsawthatthepersonwasahandsomeyoungman…

SmilingashelookedatGerald,theyoungmanthensaid,“You’reareallygoodfighter,brother!
Withthatsaid,let’snotbotheraboutsomeonelikehim!”

“…Andyouare?”askedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

“Ah,wherearemymanners!MynameisCyrilGabrio,andI’m from Jaellatra’sArbreux
Prefecture!”

Thesecondeveryoneheardthat,theywereonceagainflabbergastedoutoftheirminds!

“TheArbreuxPrefecture?!Holycow!”

“Iknowright?!Tothinkthathe’stheeldestyoungmasteroftheGabriofamily!”

“That’swhatsurprisesyou?I’m moreshockedtoknow thathe’sheretoenrollinthefirst
place!”

“Nowthatyoumentionit,yeah!Howutterlyunbelievable!”

AstheotherscontinuedtalkingaboutCyril,Yancouldn’thelpbutwidenhiseyesinshock.
Afterall,YanwaswellawarethatcomparedtoCyril,hewasnothing…
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“…Isee.GeraldCrawford!”repliedGeraldashepolitelyintroducedhimself.

Noddinginresponse,Cyrilthenpraised,“Noted,brotherGerald!Still,youwereamazingjust
now!”

“Itwasnothing,Iwassimplytryingtohelpthebullied,”repliedGeraldcalmly.Afterflashinga
subtlesmileatCyril,GeraldthenturnedbacktolookatYan…onlytorealizethathehad
alreadysnuckoff!

Well,itwasn’tasthoughhewasallthatinterestedinYaninthefirstplace.Afterall,there
weremanyothersintheworldjustlikeYan,andGeraldcouldn’tbebotheredtoteacheach
andeveryoneofthem alesson.

HistrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenheheardCyrilask,“BrotherGerald,Iwonderifyou’d
beinterestedinbecomingmyfriend…?”

Seeingnoreasonnottobe,Geraldsimplynoddedinagreement.

Whateverthecasewas,theselectionprocesssoonofficiallybegan.Sincetheyweren’tinany
particularrush,Gerald,Zelig,andCyrilsimplytookthechancetowatchtheotherparticipants
first.

Standingneartheplatform,Geraldkeptacloseeyeontheacademy’srepresentatives.Itwas
alwaysgoodtoknow youropponentsfirstbeforebattle,andthiswasGerald’schanceto
properlyanalyzetheirabilitiesandthinkofwaystocounterthem.Truthbetold,Geraldwasn’t



planningononlywithstandingthethreestrikes,ohno.Instead,hewantedtocompletely
defeathisopponent.Afterall,thiswaswhatastrongmanshoulddo.Simplyhavingto
withstandthreestrikeswasalittletoobelittlingforGerald’stastes.

Eitherway,Geraldbeganpayingattentiontotheplatform againwhenamandonningblue
robeswalkeduptheplatform.Withafoldingfaninhishand,themanappearedrather
confident.

However,Geraldhadtoactivelyholdbackfrom laughingwhenhesawthatman.

‘Whoevenisthisguy?Canjustaboutanyoneparticipateintheselectionprocess?Whatan
eyesore!’Geraldthoughttohimself.

Withthesoundingofagong,thefirstroundoftestingofficiallybegan!

Understandingthatthetestingprocesshadbegun,themanboltedtowardtheacademy’s
representative,wavinghisfoldingfanbeforehim theentiretime!

However,itwasbarelyasecondlaterwhenthemanwaskickedofftheplatform!Henever
stoodachance!

Notevenbotheringtolookattheman,Karstenthenannounced,“Fail!Next!”

Seeingthat,everyonewhohadwitnessedwhathadjusthappenedinstantlybegandiscussing
thesituation.Nobodyhadanticipatedtheacademy’srepresentativetobethisstrong…!

Despiteeveryone’sworries,Geraldwasascoolasacucumber.Afterall,healreadyknewthat
themaninbluewasweakbeforehewasevendefeated,sotheresultdidn’treallyshockhim
allthatmuch.Thatmansimplyneverstoodachanceinthefirstplace…

Followingthat,manyothercandidatesgotuptheplatform aswell.However,justlikethefirst
man,manyofthem endedupgettingtossedofftheplatform inasinglestrike.

Eventually,Karsten—whohadbeenrelaxingonachair—couldn’thelpbutshakehishead.
Whatadisappointingselection…

“Next!”shoutedKarsten,nowgrowingconsiderablyimpatient.

“Whydon’tyougonext,BrotherGerald!”suggestedZelig.

“Sure,whynot?”repliedGeraldashenoddedbeforeraisinghishand.

UponseeinghowthinGeraldwas,manyoftheparticipantscouldn’thelpbutthinkthatGerald
wouldsurelygetdefeatedinasinglehit.

Walkinguptheplatform andstandingbeforehisopponent,Geraldwasnow infullview of
everyone…
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“Youknow,youlookjustlikeallthepreviousotherswho’vefailed.Withthatsaid,whydon’t
youjusttossinthetowelalready!Indoingso,you’llatleastbeabletoleavewithallyour
bonesintact!”mockedtheacademy’srepresentative.

‘You’relookingdownonmealready?’Geraldthoughttohimselfwithafrown.Afterhearing
that,therewasnowayhewaslettinghisopponentoffeasily.



“So,you’retalkingbigbeforethefighthasevenbegun?Let’sjusthopethatyouwon’tendup
beingtheonetossedouttheplatform instead!”retortedGeraldinaconfidenttone.

“Talkischeap,kid!Regardless,youseem tobeitchingtodie!Withthatinmind,Iwon’tbe
goingeasyonyou!Stateyourname!”scowledtherepresentativeasheglaredatGerald.

“Thename’sGeraldCrawford!Andwhat’syours?HopefullyIwon’tforgetwhoyouareifwe
evermeetagainintheacademy!”repliedGerald.

“Howballsy!Alight,listenup!Myname’sFerdinandGagne,andI’m theclassmonitorofthe
fiftheliteclass!”roaredFerdinand.

Followingthat,thegongwasrungandthetestcommenced!

WatchingasFerdinandchargedtowardhim,Geraldcouldsensethathehadatleastentered
theThird-soul-rankoftheSageRealm.Thoughhisspeedwould’vebeenimpressivetonormal
people,GeraldhonestlyfoundthatFerdinandwasstillquiteweakcomparedtohim.

Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthathedidn’tevenneedtocomeclosetousinghisfullpower.
Atmost,heonlyrequiredthestrengthofaSecond-soul-rankmasterintheSageRealm totake
Ferdinanddown.

Regardless,asFerdinand’sfistcameinchesawayfrom Gerald,everyonecould already
imagineGeraldgettingflungofftheplatform…

Ofcourse,thatwasn’tabouttohappen.

Staring wide-eyed,everyone could hardly believe itwhen Gerald successfully dodged
Ferdinand’sfirstattack!

“…Huh?Did…Didhejustdodgethatattack?!”shoutedseveralpeoplewhowerewatching.

Upon hearing that comment,Ferdinand instantly got simultaneously annoyed and
embarrassed.HowhumiliatingtonotbeabletotakeGeraldoutinasinglestrike!Nomatter,
hejusthadtofinishhim offwithanotherone!

Withthat,FerdinandquicklybeganrunningtowardGeraldagain,thistimeaimingtokickhim!
Withhowdeadlyhisattacklooked,itwasquiteobviousthathewastryingtofinishGeraldoff
forgood!

However,FerdinandwastrulyunderestimatingGerald’scapabilities.Withbarelyanyeffort,
GeraldmanagedtododgeFerdinand’ssecondattackaswell!

“That’sthesecondmove!”cheeredseveralpeoplefrom thecrowd.

Bythatpoint,Karsten—whowasstillseatedthere—turnedtolookatGeraldinsurprise.After
all,hehadn’texpected Gerald—ofallpeople—to beableto withstand two strikesfrom
Ferdinand!

Smilingrathersmuglynow,Geraldthensneered,“Comeon,youhaveonefinalgo!Let’sseeif
youcanfinallylandahit!”

Naturally,Ferdinandexplodedinrageafterhearingthosehumiliatingwords!However,hewas
noidiot.Aftermissingtwoofhisattacks,hewaswellawarethathewasn’tamatchforGerald.

Despiteknowingthat,hisegowasmuchhigherthanhisintelligence.Hecouldn’tjustadmit
defeatlikethis!Withthatinmind,FerdinanddecidedtousehisfullstrengthagainstGerald!

Nowlaughingalmostmaniacally,Ferdinand’sexpressiondarkenedasheconfidentlyscoffed,
“Oh,don’tyouworry!I’m definitelyendingyouwiththismove!”



Thoughhewasbeingthreatened,Geraldbarelyevenflinched.Afterall,henow knew that
Ferdinandwasalltalk.Thefoolwasprobablythinkingthatmerepowerwassufficienttotake
Geralddown!
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Regardless,Ferdinandthenstompedhisfootsohardontotheplatform thatitleftacircular
dentwithinit!Followingthat,heusedallthatforcetoleapintotheairlikesomeferocious
tiger!

Despitefacingthatferalman,Geraldremainedascoolasacucumberasheslowlyliftedhis
leg…beforeswingingitrightintoFerdinand’sstomach!

Instantlysentflyingbackward,Ferdinandlandedquiteadistanceawaywithaloud‘thud’!

Uponwitnessingthat,everyonewasmomentarilystupefied.Whentheyrecovered,however,
theyquicklybeganmurmuringamongthemselvesinadmiration.

“Bygod!Thatperson’ssopowerfulthathewasactuallyabletodefeatFerdinand!”

Naturally,Gerald’svictoryinstantlymadehim themostprominentpersonthere.

EvenKarstenwasamazedbytheturnofevents.TothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallybeableto
takedownsomeonewhohadenteredtheSecond-soul-rankoftheSageRealm soeasily!

Gettingtohisfeet,KarstenthenwalkedovertoGeraldbeforesaying,“Congratulationsfor
passingthetest!Duetoyourperfectperformance,you’llbegivenaccesstotheeliteclassof
Leicom Academy!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedashereplied,“Thankyou,MasterYkink!”

Withthat,theyouththengotofftheplatform aseveryonestaredjealouslyathim…Though
manyenviedhim foralltheattentionhewasgetting,theyknew forafactthattheywould
neverevencomeclosetobeingasstrongasGerald.Afterall,hehadactuallymanagedto
takedownFerdinand!

SpeakingofFerdinand,thoughthetestingperiodresumedimmediatelyafter,hewasinno
shapeoftestinganyothercandidates.Afterall,Gerald’skickhadcausedhim tosuffera
numberofinternalinjuries.

Forcedtorecuperate,thefuriousFerdinandvowedthathewouldn’tletGeraldoffthateasily!

Regardless,thetestingfinallyendedafteranentireday…

Bytheendofit,ZeligwasassignedtothebeginnerclasswhileCyrilandNorimanagedto
makeitintotheintermediateclass.Geraldhimselfwasgrantedaccessintotheeliteclassas
mentionedbefore.

However,amongthethousandoverpeoplewhohadattemptedtoenrollwithintheacademy,
Geraldwasactuallytheonlypersonwhowasqualifiedenoughtoentertheeliteclass!From
that,itwasevidenthowstricttheLeicom Academytrulywas…

TherewereonlyafewdozenstudentswhohadevermanagedtoenterLeicom’sAcademy’s
eliteclass,andeachofthem hadatleastenteredtheFifth-soul-rankoftheSageRealm.

ThedeanoftheacademyhimselfhadalreadyattainedtheSeventhrankintheAvatarRealm.
Atthatrank,hewasalreadyanindividualwhowasnotonlycapableofsteppingintothevoid,
butalsotransformingheavenandearthatwill!ThatwasthepowerofanAvatar…



Asforthetutorsandmastersthere,theirstrengthrangedbetweenthefirsttofifthranks
withintheAvatarRealm.Withhow strongeventheeducatorstherewere,itwasnowonder
whytheLeicom AcademywastheLeicom Continent’ssymbolofpower…

Itwassometimelaterwhenafewmasterscouldbeseentalkingtothedeanintheacademy’s
mainhall.

Shortlyafter,MasterYkinkenteredthescene.Afterbowingrespectfullytowardeachofthem,
hethensatdownbeforedeclaring,“Dean,andMasters!Therecruitmenttestforthisyearhas
ended!Theresultsare…Fourhundrednewstudentsinthebeginnerclass,twohundredinthe
intermediateone,andasfortheeliteclass…Weonlyhaveonenewstudent!”

Hearingthat,thefourmastersinthehallinstantlylookedsurprised.Theyhadn’texpectedso
fewstudentstopassthetest!Whatmore,therewasonlyasinglepersonwhohadmanaged
toentertheeliteclass!
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“…Istheretrulynobodyelsewhowasabletoqualifyenteringtheeliteclass?Onlyasingle
personwasabletowithstandthreemoves…?”askedanoldmasterseatedattheside—who
hadalongpurplerobeon—whowentbythenameofMasterJizo.

WiththestrengthofapersonwhohadenteredtheThirdrankoftheAvatarRealm,Master
Jizowasoneofthemastersteachingtheeliteclassintheacademy.

“Whileit’sunfortunatethatthat’sthecase,thetruthis,notonlydidthatstudentmanageto
withstandthreemoves,butheevenendedupdefeatinghisopponent!Withhow stronghe
was,Ihaveafeelingthathe’salreadyenteredtheFifth-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm!”
repliedKarsten.

“What?Heactuallymanagedtodefeatarepresentativeofouracademy?”exclaimedMaster
Jizoinsurprise.

Eventheotherthreemastersfoundthemselvesexchangingglanceswitheachother.Tothink
thattheirnewesteliteclassstudentwouldhavesuchamazingpower…

Theywererighttobesurprised.Afterall,throughouttheacademy’smanyyears,Geraldwas
thefirstandonlypersonwhohadmanagedtodefeatarepresentativeselectedbythe
academy!

“What’shisname,Karsten?”askedSumeru,thedeanoftheacademy.

“GeraldCrawford,sir!”

“Verywell!Bringhim oversothatwecanmeethim!”orderedSumeru.

“Rightaway!”repliedMasterYkinkasheimmediatelylefttobringGeraldover.

Notlongafter,hereturnedwithGerald,anduponbowingagain,hethenintroduced,“Deanand
Masters,Ipresenttoyou,GeraldCrawford!”

Followingthat,hethenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeadding,“Thatthere,isDeanSumeru,
Gerald!Theotherfourarethemastersoftheeliteclass!HerewehaveMasterJizo,Master
Temple,MasterYushin,andMasterVale!”



Afterbeingintroduced,Geraldthenbowedbeforegreeting,“It’sapleasuretobewithinthe
presenceofmydeanandmasters!I,GeraldCrawford,willbeinyourcarestartingtoday!”

SeeinghowpoliteGeraldwas,allfiveofthem showedsatisfiedexpressionsontheirfaces.

Withtheintroductionsnow over,Sumerucutstraighttothechaseandasked,“So…Iheard
thatyoudefeatedouracademy’srepresentative!Isthattrue?”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Itis,DeanSumeru!”

“Justsoyou’reaware,asidefrom you,therehasn’tbeenacandidatewho’sbeenableto
defeatarepresentativefrom ouracademyfrom thedaytheacademybegan!Withthatinmind,
couldyoutellmewhatyourtruelevelofcultivationis?”askedSumeru.

Appearingtohesitateforabriefmoment,Geraldthenreplied,“…I’vecurrentlymanagedto
entertheFifth-soul-rankintheSageRealm,DeanSumeru!”

Naturally,thatwasalie.Thetruthwas,GeraldhadalreadyenteredtheNinth-soul-rankinthe
SageRealm.Asforwhytheothershadn’tcaughton,itwasbecauseGeraldhadactivelybeen
concealinghistruepower.

“Isee.Nowonderyouwereabletodefeatourrepresentative!AFifth-soul-rankSage…You’re
definitelyastrongone,evenamongyourfutureclassmatesintheeliteclass!”saidSumeruas
henoddedinsatisfaction.

“I’m flatteredtohearthat,dean!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Nicelysaid!Now then,sinceyou’regoingtobeastudentintheeliteclass,youmaynow
chooseanyofthefourmastersheretobeyourtutor!”saidSumeru.
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Uponhearingthat,Geraldturnedtolookatthefourmasterssittingbeforehim…Seeingthat,
themastersstraightenedtheirbacks,anticipatingGerald’schoice.

However,evenafterawhilehadpassed,Geralddidn’tappeartohavehischoicemade.

Withallfiveofthem gettingincreasinglyconfused,Sumerueventuallyasked,“…Areyou
unabletomakeachoice,Gerald?”

Forcingonaslightlyawkwardsmile,Geraldthenreplied,“…DeanSumeru,am Ionlyallowedto
chooseamongthesefourmasters…?”

“You…!Areyoulookingdownonus,kid?!”shoutedMasterJizoasheglaredatGerald,clearly
irritatedbyGerald’squestion.

Keepinghiscool,Geraldthenexplained,“I’m afraidyoumisunderstandme,MasterJizo.I
wouldn’tdarelookdownuponanyofyoufourmasters!I’m justaskingtoseeifthere’sa
betterchoiceforme!”

“Hmm?Whatbetterchoicecouldyoupossiblybelookingfor?”askedSumeruinarather
playfultone.Thisyoungmanwasratherspecial…

Hearingthat,Geraldthenasked,“…Well,Iwonderifyou’dbeinterestedintakingastudent,
DeanSumeru…”



“…Kid,ifyouhaven’talreadynoticed,DeanSumeruistheheadoftheLeicom Academy!How
imprudentdoyouhavetobetorequestforthat?!”snarledMasterJizo.

Watchingasallthisplayedout,MasterYkink—whowasstillstandingbyGerald’sside—found
himselfgettingincreasinglyterrified.TothinkthatGeraldwouldbedaringenoughtosaysuch
things!

SumeruwasthedeanofLeicom Academy!Thehighest-rankedindividualofthisprestigious
place!Therewasnowayhewasgoingtoacceptastudentjustlikethat!

Surprisinglyenough,SumeruhardlyappearedangeredbyGerald’srequest.Onthecontrary,he
wasactuallydisplayingasatisfiedsmile!

“Whileyou’recertainlyabrazenone,you’rethefirsttomakesuchadirectrequestbeforeme!
Notbad!”repliedSumeruwithachuckle.

RealizingthatSumeruwasactuallysubtlypraisingGerald,thefourmastersfoundthemselves
momentarilystunned.Afterall,thiswastheirfirsttimeseeingSumerusointerestedina
student.

“I’venevertakenastudentbefore,youknow?Iguessthatchangestoday!Withthat,Ideclare
thatyou,Gerald,willbemyoneandonlystudent!”declaredSumeruwhilelookingstraightinto
Gerald’seyes.

Andjustlikethat,allfourmastersfoundtheireyeswideningevenmore!Tothinkthathe
wouldactuallymakeanexceptionforGerald!Howunexpected!

“Thankyou,DeanSumeru!No,thankyou,dearteacher!”repliedGeraldwithgreatrespect.

SincehehaddecidedtoenrollintheLeicom Academy,Geraldwasdeterminedtobethetop
student.Withthatinmind,justhavingoneofthefourmastersbehisteacherwasn’tenough.
Hehadplannedtohavethedeanbehismasterfrom theverybeginning!

Now thatithad been agreed upon,Gerald’s status within the academywould surely
skyrocket…

Chapter1680

Followingthat,agoldenwoodentokenflew outfrom Sumeru’spocketandhoveredbefore
Gerald’sface…

“Thatthere,isawoodentokenexclusivelyforyou.Itservesasasymbolofyouridentitywithin
theLeicom Academy.Also,sinceyou’remyonlystudent,you’llhaveaccesstoallthestudy
resourcesoftheacademy!”explainedSumeruasheofficiallygrantedthoseprivilegesto
Gerald.

Beingastudentofthedean,Geraldcouldprettymuchdowhateverhewantedintheacademy.
Itwastrulyanoblepositiontohave…

Evenso,Geraldnaturallycaredlittleaboutthefameaspect.Hewashonestlymoreexcited
aboutthefactthathecouldusetheacademy’sstudyresourcesanytimeandanywayhe
pleased.Withthatprivilege,Geraldwouldsurelybeabletomastermoreskillsandsecret
techniques,henceallowinghim toimprovehimselfmuchfaster.

Withthatsaid,Sumeruthenordered,“Karsten!Cleanupthepavilionintheeastcourt!From
todayonward,thatwillbeGerald’sprivateresidence!”



“Rightaway,dean!I’llbeleadingGeraldthereimmediately!”repliedKarstenwithoutevena
secondthought.

AfterKarstenledGeraldoutofthemainhall,thefourmastersturnedtolookatSumeru,
clearlyunhappywithhisdecision.

“WhydidyouchoosetoacceptGeraldasyourstudent,dean…?”askedMasterJizoina
puzzledtone.

Forcontext,neverhadanyoftheacademy’sdeansacceptedpersonalstudents.Withthatin
mind,thefactthatthedeanmadeanexceptionforGeraldwasdefinitelymindboggling.

Chucklinginresponse,Sumeruthenreplied,“Couldn’ttherestofyoutell?Heisn’tintheFifth-
soul-rankoftheSageRealm atall!He’sbeenactivelysuppressinghistruepower!”

Uponhearingthat,allfourofthemastersinstantlygrewcurious.

“…Ifthat’sthecase,then…Howstrongisheactually?”askedMasterJizo.

“From whatI’vebeenabletotell,heshouldhavealreadyenteredtheNinth-soul-rankofthe
SageRealm!Whatmore,he’salreadyshowingsignsofsuccessfullybreachingtheAvatar
Realm!”repliedSumeru,instantlyshockingthefourmastersevenmore.

EventhemostcapablestudentsintheLeicom AcademywereonlyabletoentertheEighth-
soul-rankoftheSageRealm.IfwhatSumeruhadsaidwastrue,thenGeraldmostcertainly
qualifiedtobethedean’sstudent…

Nowthathewasawareofallthis,MasterJizo’smoodinstantlychangedforthebetterashe
said,“…Ifthat’sreallythecase,thenGerald’salreadythemosttalentedstudentofour
academyeversinceitstarted!There’sjustnocontestinghisstrength!”

Still,whatapityitwasthatGeralddidn’tchoosehim tobehismaster.IfGeraldhadchosen
him insteadofthedean,MasterJizowould’vesurelygainedahigherstatusandmore
braggingrightswithintheacademy…

UnderstandingwhatsocialvalueGeraldnowheld,MasterJuzodecidedthathehadtoform a
goodrelationshipwithGeraldnomatterwhat.

Sometimelater,GeraldarrivedatthepavilionintheeastcourtunderMasterYkink’sguidance.

Whilethepavilionhadpreviouslybeenusedasastorageroom tokeepmiscellaneousitems,
SumeruhadorderedforittobecleaneduptobeturnedintoGerald’spersonalresidence.
Afterall,asastudentofthedean,therewasnowayhewasallowingGeraldtostaywiththe
otherstudentsfrom thelowerclasses.Thatwassimplytoodegradingtoeventhinkof!

Seeinghowthickthedustwasinsidethepavilion,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“I’m assuming
thepavilion’sbeenleftvacantforquiteawhile,MasterYkink…”

Noddinginresponse,MasterYkinkthenreplied,“Indeed!Also,youdon’thavetorefertome
asmasteranymore.Sinceyou’renowthedean’sstudent,you’renolongeroflowstatus!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthenchuckledbeforehumblysaying,“You’reexaggeratingthings,Master
Ykink!Whileit’struethatI’m nowthedean’sstudent,I’m essentiallystillastudenthere!With
thatinmind,Istillhavetorespectyou,ateacheroftheacademy!”

Chapter1681



WhenMasterYkinkheardhim,asmileappearedonhisface.

HisimpressiontowardGeraldwasgettingbetterandbetternow.Afterall,hisstatusnowwas
differentashewasastudentofthedean.

“MasterYkink,livingherealoneisabitboring.CanIgetafewpeopletoliveherewithme?I
havesomefriendsstudyingintheacademyaswell!”

Afterthinkingforawhile,GeraldproposedtoKarsten.

“Um…This…”

MasterYkinkshowedadoubtfulfaceimmediately.

Suchathinghadneverhappenedintheacademybefore,asGerald’sidentitywasdifferent
from therest.

GeraldtookoutaHeaven’sApplefrom hisstorageringimmediatelyandgaveittoKarsten.

“MasterYkink,thisisatokenofappreciationfrom me.Pleasehelpmewiththis!”Gerald
pleadedwithKarsten.

ThemomentKastensawGeraldtakingoutaHeaven’sApple,hewasdumbfounded.

HeneverexpectedGeraldtohaveaholyfruit.

“AHeaven’sApple!Where…wheredidyougetthis?!”KarstenlookedatGeraldinsurpriseand
asked.

InthewholeofLeicom Continent,therewasonlyoneplacethatgrew Heaven’sApples.
Naturally,KastenYkinkwouldknow aboutit.However,hewasverysurprisedthatGerald
actuallyhadone.

“Oh,someonegaveittome!”

Geraldsmiledslightlyandexplainedbriefly.

Nevertheless,KarstencouldsensethatGeraldwashidingsomething,buthedidnotwantto
questionhim anyfurther.

SinceGeraldwassosincere,hewasverywillingtohelphim withit.So,hequicklytookthe
Heaven’sApplefrom Geraldandsecureditinhispocket.

TheHeaven’sApplewassuchapreciousthingthatnotjustanyonecouldget.Karstenwould
ofcourseacceptthegift.

“Justtellme,Gerald.Whoarethefewthatyouwanttoliveherewithyou?Ishallmakethe
arrangementsforyou!”

Afterthat,Karstenagreedrightaway.

GeraldleanedclosertoKarstenandwhisperedthreenamesintoKarsten’sear.

“Alright,noproblem.I’llmakethearrangementsnow.ButGerald,pleasekeepthisbetween
justthetwoofus.Youshouldn’tlettheothersknow aboutthis,orelsethedeanandthe
masterswouldblamemeforit!”

KarstendidnotforgettoremindGerald.



Geraldunderstoodthiswell.Heknewthatthiswasnotanhonorablethingtodo,buthedidn’t
wanttolivealoneinthisplace.

Besides,Zelig,Nori,andCyrilwerehisfriends.Whenhehadsuchagoodthing,ofcoursehe
shouldshareitwiththem.Moreover,Geralddidn’twantthem tolivehereuncomfortably.

“Then,allissettled.Waitherefirst,andIwillmakearrangementsforthem tocomeandlive
herewithyou!”

KarsteninstructedGeraldonelasttimebeforeturningaroundandleaving.

Then,Geraldsatoutsidethepavilionandwaited.

Aftertenminutesorso,hesawKarstencomingtothepavilionagainwithhisthreefriends.

“Gerald!”

AtthesightofGerald,Noricouldn’thelpbutshout.Sheranandskippedforwardhappily.

“Gerald,Ishallnotdisturbyouallnow.Youcancleanuponyourown.Tellmeifyouneed
anything!”Karstendidnotwanttodisturbthem anymore,soheleftafteradvisingthem.

Lookingathow KarstentreatedGeraldwithsuchrespect,Noriandtheothertwowere
shocked.

“Gerald,whathaveyoudonetomakeMasterYkinktreatyouwithsuchrespect?Andwhyare
youhere?Whatdidyoucallusherefor?”
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NoriaskedGeraldthreequestionsinsuccession.

Gerald’slipscurledupward,andhesaidtothem,“From now on,thisplacewillbeour
residence.Iam nowthestudentofthedean!”

Hearingthis,thethreewereevenmoreamazed.

“BrotherGerald,areyoukiddingwithusagain?Areyoureallythestudentofthedean?”Cyril
asked,lookingatGeraldsuspiciously.

“Well,Iknowyouwon’tbelievemerightaway.Here,letmeshowyousomething.Thisisthe
specialwoodentokenthedeangaveme.Ifyoustilldon’tbelieveme,youcangoandask
MasterYkink!”

AsGeraldwastalking,hefishedoutthespecialwoodentokenSumeruhadgiventohim from
hispocketandshowedittothem.

Now,Nori,Zelig,andCyrilfinallybelievedhim.NowonderMasterYkinkwassorespectful
towardGerald.Evidently,thiswasthereasonbehindit.

“Gerald,you’resocool!Youactuallybecomethestudentofthedean,plus,yougettolivein
suchagoodplace!”NoripraisedGeraldandlookedathim withadmiration.

“Ha!Ha!”

Geraldchuckled.

“Butnow,youwillallliveheretogetherwithme.Thatway,Iwon’tbesolonely!”



HearingGerald’swords,Nori,Zelig,andCyrilweretakenaback.Theydidn’texpectthatGerald
wouldletthem liveherewithhim.

Soon,thefourfriendsroughlycleaneduptheplaceandwenttothecanteenfordinner.

InLeicom Academy,therewasaplacespeciallydesignedforthem tohavemeals.Itwasthe
sameastheoneonearth,justthattheonlydifferencewasthatitwasinanotherworld.

Thefourfriendswenttothecanteenandtooktheirfood.Then,theysattogethertoeatand
chat.

“Getoutoftheway!It’stheeliteclass’sturntohaveameal.Getlost,allofyou!”

Rightthen,afuriousandcoldvoicewasheard.

Theywereallstudentsfrom theeliteclass.Justbytakingalookatthem,theyalreadyfeltthat
thesepeoplewereveryarrogantanddomineering.

Thestudentstherequicklyleftwhentheysawthestudentsfrom theeliteclass.Nobodydared
tooffendthem.

“Gerald,theydon’tseem tobefriendly.Whatshouldwedo?”NorilookedatGeraldandasked.

Theothersmightbescaredoftheeliteclass,butnotGerald.Geraldwasastudentofthe
dean,sohisstatuswasevenhigherthanthosestudents.Moreover,Geraldwasstrong,so
whymusthefearthem?

“Justignorethem.Let’scontinueeating!”

Geraldsaidcalmly.Then,theycontinuedtoeattheirmeals.

SeeingthatGeraldandhisfriendshadremainedintheirseats,thefewstudentsfrom theelite
classwalkedtowardthem andsurroundedthefourofthem,

“Hey,youfour.Didn’tyouunderstandwhatwesaid?It’stheeliteclass’sturnformealsnow.If
youknowwhoyouare,getlost,then.Otherwise,don’tblameusforbeingunfriendly!”

Amanwithabuzzcuthaircutglaredatthem andscoldedthem inacoldtone.

TheseelitestudentswereroughlyThree-orFour-soul-rankofSageRealm.Theyweremoreor
lessstrong.

Rightafterthemanwiththebuzzcuthaircuthadfinishedtalking,hewasflungintotheskyby
astrongforce.

Theonewhohadstruckhim wasnoneotherthanGerald.

“Wheredidthatwilddogcomefrom?Thisisasharedeatingplace.Thisisnottheterritoryof
theeliteclass!”

Geraldsqueezedoutthewordscoldly.

Immediately,theotherelitestudentsaroundpreparedtofight.

Allatonce,swordsweredrawn,andthesmelloffirewasverystrong.Abigbattlecoulderupt
atanytime.
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“Kid,youmustbetiredofliving!”Themansaidfuriously.Ashesaidthat,heslammedhisfist
towardGerald.

BeforehecouldtouchGerald,Geraldgavehim aswiftslapandsenthim flyingout.Theman
fellheavilyonthetable,splittingitintotwohalves.

“Stop!”

Rightthen,aseriousvoicewasheard.

ThemasterofthevoicewasMasterYkink.

HecameinthroughthedoorandwalkedtowardGeraldinquicksteps.

SeeingthearrivalofMasterYkink,everyonefellintosilenceanddarednotacthastily.Thefew
elitestudentsevenloweredtheirheads.

“MasterYkink!”

Everyoneatthescenegreetedhim.

KarstenapproachedGeraldandaskedwithaseriousface,“What’sgoingon?Wholetyou
fightinthecanteen?”

AlthoughGeraldheldaspecialstatus,hestillhadtoactsterninfrontofotherpeople.

“MasterYkink,it’sthoseelitestudentswhostartedit.Wewerehavingourmealshere,and
theychasedusoutrightaftertheycamein,sayingthatitwastheelitestudents’turntohave
theirmeal!”

GeraldstoodstillsteadilyandexplainedittoMasterYkink.

Uponhearingthis,MasterYkinkfrownedevendeeper.Then,heturnedtotheelitestudents
andglaredatthem.

“Thecanteenisasharedplace.Sincewhenhasitbecomeyourplaceformeals?”questioned
MasterYkink.

Theelitestudentsdidnotdaretorefutethis.Althoughtheywereintheeliteclass,theydidnot
daretooffendMasterYkink.

“We’resorry,MasterYkink.Wewerewrong!”

Themanwiththebuzzcuthaircutgotupandadmittedhismistakecautiously.

However,hisheartwasburningwithanger.Hefeltveryembarrassed,andhisheartwasfilled
withhatredtowardGerald.Hedecidedheabsolutelyhadtofindachancetogethisrevenge.

“Let’salldisperse.Nomorenexttime!”MasterYkinkadmonishedthem sternly.

Afterthat,themanwiththebuzzcuthaircutquicklyleftthecanteenwithhisgang.

Aftertheyhadleft,MasterYkinkturnedaroundandlookedatGerald.

“Gerald,youhavetobecarefulwiththem.Theboywiththebuzzcuthaircutisanelitestudent
ofMasterJizo.He’scalledLandonZukerberg.He’satroublemakerintheacademywho
alwaysbulliesothers.Also,helikestoplaydirtytricks!”MasterYkinkwarnedGerald.

Geraldnoddedandreplied,“Don’tworry,MasterYkink.I,GeraldCrawford,donotfearsuch
people.Iftheycometome,I’llhandlethem!”



“Right.Gerald,therewillbeacontestsoon.Allofyoubettergetready!”

Beforeheleft,MasterYkinkremindedthem again.

“Okay!”

Geraldnodded.

Thefourdidnotexpectthattheywouldhaveacontestsosoonafterjustjoiningtheacademy.



Chapter1685-1712

However,thiscontestwasnotthatsimple.

Theacademywouldholdthiseventeveryyearaftertheenrollmentofnewstudents.Thiswasalsoto

testthestudents’trueability.Itwouldbecarriedoutintheformofaduelbetweenstudentsfromthe

beginnertotheeliteclasses.

Soon,twodayshadpassed.

AndtodaywastheverydayofthecontestatLeicomAcademy.

Everyoneintheacademygatheredinthesquare.Thebeginnerclasssatintheeastcorner,the

intermediateinthewestcorner,andtheeliteclassinthesouthcorner.

AsforGerald,hesatbesideDeanSumeru.

SeeingGeraldsittingbesideSumeru,everyonewasinshock.Theywerecuriousaboutwhathisstatus

wassomuchsothathewasreceivingsuchgoodtreatment.

“Fellowstudents,todayistheannualmartialartscontestofouracademyaftertheenrollmentofthe

newstudents.Asalways,thestudentsfromthreedifferentlevelswilljointhecontestandduelwith

eachother!”

Afterthat,MasterYkinkcameforwardandexplainedtheflowoftheeventtothestudents.

“Next,letmeintroduceyoutooneperson.He’sthestudentofourdean,GeraldCrawford.Hewilljoin

thiscontestaswell.Youwillhavethechancetoduelwithhimlater!”MasterYkinkintroducedGeraldto

theotherstudents.



Thewholecrowdwasstirredupatoncewithallthepeopletalkingaboutthesamething.

WhowouldhavethoughtthatGeraldwouldbecomeastudentofthedean?Asfarastheyknew,the

deanhadnevertakenastudentunderhisguidance.Andnow,Geraldhadbecomethefirstone.This

madethemwonderhowstrongGeraldwas.

“MasterYkink,Ihaveaquestion.Ifwebeathim,doesthatmeanthatwewillalsobecomethedean’s

student?”

Suddenly,astudentfromtheeliteclassstoodupandaskedMasterYkink.

MasterYkinkwasstunnedafterhearingthequestion.HeturnedandlookedatDeanSumeru.

Sumeruponderedforamomentbeforestandingupandsaying,“Dearstudents,anyonewhocandefeat

himwillbecomemystudent!”

Uponhiswords,itonceagaincausedastiramongthestudentsdownthestage.Itwasclearlyarare

opportunityforallofthem.Thinkingofbecomingthedean’sstudentsjustbydefeatingGerald,they

wereverymuchwillingtodoit.

However,itwouldnotbethateasy,asitwasimpossibleforthemtodefeatGerald.

“Great.Next,let’sstartwiththefirstduelbetweenabeginnerstudentandanintermediatestudent.I

shallinvitethetwoclassestosendouttheirrespectivestudentstothecentreofthesquare!”Master

Ykinksaidtothestudentsimmediately.

Havingsaidthat,astudentfromeachoftheclasseswalkedtothecentreofthesquare.

Itwasabattlebetweenabeginnerandanintermediaterightinthefirstround.Althoughthecontest



mightseemunfair,itwasn’t.Intruth,thedistributionofthestudentsofdifferentstrengthsvaried

amongthethreelevels,sotheremightbesomestrongandpowerfulcharactersinthebeginnerclass.

Soon,theduelbetweenthetwostudentsatthecentreofthesquarestarted.

Itwasworthmentioningthatthestudentfromtheintermediateclasswasquitesatisfactory.Whetherit

washisattackskillsorspeed,hewasmoreexcellentthanthebeginnerstudent.

Evenso,thebeginnerstudentwasnoteasytodealwitheither,andhedidn’tgetdefeatedtoosoon.

Thetwostudentsfoughtforafewroundsbeforetheintermediatestudentfinallydefeatedthebeginner

studentandwonthebattle.

Regardless,thebeginnerstudent’sperformancewasconsideredquitegood.Itwasjustthattherewas

stillasmallgapbetweenhisabilityandhisopponent’s.

“Well,thevictoryofthefirstroundgoestotheintermediatestudent!Next,forthesecondround,let’s

welcomeabeginnerstudentandanelitestudent!”

Withthefirstduelended,MasterYkinkannouncedthesecondmatch.

Abeginnerstudentactuallyhadtofightagainstanelitestudentinthesecondround.Itseemedtobe

toodemanding.

Naturally,nobodyfromthebeginnerclassdaredtostepforward.“Iwilldoit!”

Suddenly,avoicerangoutfromamongthebeginnerstudents.



Geraldfoundthevoiceveryfamiliar,sohelookedinthedirectionofthevoiceimmediately.

ItturnedouttobeZelig.

Geralddidn’texpectthatZeligwoulddaretocomeforward,knowingthatthismatchwasbetweena

beginnerandanelite,whoselevelofstrengthswouldbeapparentlywide.

“What’syourname?”MasterYkinklookedatZeligandasked.

“ZeligLear!”Heblurtedouthisname.

Then,astudentfromtheelitesidecameout.HewasnoneotherthanLevBayfield,whohadrecently

joinedtheeliteclass.

LevBayfieldandZeligLearwerebothfromJaellatra,butLevwasslightlystrongerthanZelig.

ZeligwascurrentlyintheRuneRealm,whereasLevhadalreadybrokenintotheSageRealm.Hence,

therewasabiggapbetweenthemintermsofpower.

Lev’slipscurledupwardintoawrysmile,thinkingthathehadfinallygottenthechancetotortureZelig.

AlthoughtheywerebothpeoplefromJaellatra,theLearfamilywasmoreinfluentialthantheBayfield

family.ThiswasalsoanotherreasonLevlookeddownuponZelig,ashefeltthatitwasabsurdforthe

youngmasteroftheLearfamilytobesoweak.

“Yo,YoungMasterLear,wefinallymeetagain.Butbecareful,don’tblamemeforshowingnomercy!”



LevwalkedforwardandstoodinfrontofZeligashespoke,lookingathimwithagrimsmile.

ZeligignoredwhatLevsaid.HeknewwhatLevwasthinkinginhismind.Hemusthaveseenhim,sohe

haddeliberatelysteppedforwardtofightwithhim.Hehadtobeplanningtohumiliatehimsincehehad

gottenthechance.

EventhoughZeligknewhisabilitywasweaker,hewouldnotretreatnorfeelscared.Hewouldresist

Lev’sattackswithallhismight.

“Getready,thematchisabouttostart!

MasterYkinkcuedZeligandLev.

ZeligandLevgotbacktotheirrespectivesides,formingaten-meterdistancebetweenthemsothat

bothofthemwouldhaveachancetoreact.

Meanwhile,Geraldwaslookingatthemfromabove.Hecouldn’thelpbutstartworrying.

GeraldwasawareofZelig’sstrength.ThismatchwouldmostprobablyendwithZelig’sdefeatsinceLev

wasastrongopponentintheSageRealm.

However,Geraldcouldnotinterveneandstopitsincethiswastheruleofthecontest.

So,GeraldcouldonlyhopethatZeligwouldbeabletowithstandtheattacksandnotlosetooterribly.

“Anditstartsnow!”



Afterthat,thesecondmatchstartedofficiallywithMasterYkink’sannouncement.

Levleapedforwardimmediately,headingtowardZeligattopspeed.

LevwasinfrontofZeligintheblinkofaneye,drawingouthisswordandstabbingitatZelig.

ThespeedofaSagewas,ofcourse,fasterthanaChakraKing.

Butluckily,Zelighadbeenhighlyalertsincejustnow.Hetookafewstepsbackwardimmediatelyand

dodgedLev’sfirstattack.

“Huh.Itlookslikeyourreactionisfastenough!”

LevsmirkedandsmileddisdainfullyashemockedZelig.

Havingsaidthat,Levleapedintotheskyandrotatedhisbodyonehundredandeightydegrees.Then,

swingingtheswordinhishandsofastthatitformedaflower-likeshadow,heattackedZelig.Zelig

immediatelyshonehisswordtoshieldhimself.

“Cascadingpetals!”Levyelled.

ThiswasthenameofLev’smove,andthesword’sshadowscascadedeverywherefromtheskylike

flowerpetals,renderingZeligunabletodeterminewhichonewastherealsword.

Afterafewseconds,Zelig’sshirtwasalreadytornandrippedupwithmarksfromtheswordeverywhere,

andheseemedtobeextremelybatteredandconfused.



Atthismoment,itwasalreadyknownwhohadwonandlost—itwasobviousthatLevhadwonthis

round.

“Alright,bothofyoucanstopnow.Wealreadyhaveawinner!”

MasterYkinkinstantlyyelledandannouncedtheresultofthebattle.

“LevBayfieldfromtheeliteclasswonthesecondround!”

AlthoughZeligwasunsettledandunwillingtoadmitdefeat,hisabilitywasindeednotasgoodasLev’s,

sohecouldonlyaccepttheresult.

“Hmph.ZeligLear,I’mtellingyou,you’regoingtolosetomeforever,so,fromnowon,you’dbetter

scramwheneveryouseemearoundtheacademy.Otherwise,I’llbeatyouupeverytimeIseeyou!”

LevwarnedZeligcoldlyashepointedhisfingerathimbeforeeveryoneelseatthescene.

Hiswordscausedasurgeamongstthecrowdagain.WhowouldhaveexpectedthatLevwouldbeso

recklesstoannouncesuchruthlesswordsinfrontofeveryone,nottomentiontheheadmasterand

greatmasterswerethereaswell.

However,thesewereallnormalhappenings.DeanSumeruandtheothergreatmasterswouldn’tcare

thatmuchasthecompetitionwasreallystronghere.Afterall,studentsfromtheeliteclassindeedhad

higherstatusesthanthosefromthebeginnerclass.

Still,Geralddidn’tthinkthesamewayasthem.HefeltthatLevwastooarrogantandruthlessforhis

owngood,andthismadeGeraldabitenraged.

Zeligwashisfriend,andLevwasobviouslyinsultinghisfriend.Naturally,thismadeGeraldfeelunsettled,



andhedecidedtoavengeZelig’sdignityandjustice.

“Okay,forthethirdround,itwillbetheeliteclassversusthedean’sselectedstudent—GeraldCrawford.

Iwouldliketheeliteclasstoselectsomeoneamongyourselvestofight,andforGeraldtowaitpatiently

inthecenterofthesquare!”

ThebattlewascontinuedwithmasterKarsten’sannouncementofthethirdbattle.

Geraldknewhischancewashere,andhestoodupinstantly,leapingrighttowardthecenterofthe

squareswiftly,becomingthecenterofeveryone’sattention.

EveryonewantedtoseehowincredibleGerald’sabilitywas.

Now,thestudentsintheeliteclasswereallchatteringandhavingacommotion.Alotofthemwanted

tofightagainstGeraldastheywerealltemptedbythereward.

“Deanandfellowgrandmasters,Ihavearequest!”

Atthatmoment,Geraldyelledashestaredrightattheheadmasterandthefourgrandmasters.

“Gerald,pleaseletusknow!”

DeanSumeruaskedinstantly.

“CanIchoosesomeonefromtheeliteclassforthebattle!”Geraldmadearequest.

Hiswordsimmediatelymadestudentsfromtheeliteclassunsatisfied,andtheyfeltasthoughGerald



wastooarrogant.Thissimplymeantthathedidn’treallyvalueanyoftheirabilitiesatall.

“Okay,then.Tellme,whodoyouwishtochoose?”

Afterall,hewasstillthedean’sownselectedstudent,soofcoursehewouldtreathimslightlymore

special.HethenswiftlyaskedGerald.

“Him!LevBayfield!He’stheoneIwishtochoose!”

RightafterSumeru’ssentencehadended,Geraldimmediatelyannouncedanameashepointedrightat

Lev,whohadjustsatdown.

Rightatthatinstant,everyone’seyeswereonLev.NoneofthemhadexpectedthatGeraldwould

actuallychooseLevashisopponent,andthismadethemastounded.

Lev,ontheotherhand,wasexcitedandfeltasifhischancewasfinallyhere.Afterall,ifhebeatGerald,

hewouldbethedean’sselectedstudenthimself.

Undereveryone’sgaze,Levstoodupslowly.

LevwalkedrighttowardGeraldinfrontofeveryone.

“Whowouldhavethoughtthatyouwouldchooseme.Lookslikethepositionasthedean’sselected

studentwillbemineforsure!”

LevridiculedGeraldwithutmostconfidence.



Theyhadn’tevenstartedthebattle,andLevwasalreadyactingsoarrogantly.

Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasn’treallybotheredbyit.Inhiseyes,Levwasjustabuffoon,sohedidn’t

reallyhavetocareabouthisarrogance.

Thestrongonesalwaysheldalowprofileinsteadofshowingoffinahigh-keyway.Ifnot,thatwouldbe

stupid,andthatreferredtononeotherthanLevhimself.

“Bothsides,pleasegetready!”

MasterYkinkspokeupandsignalledatGeraldandLev.

HearingMasterYkink’sinstructions,Levimmediatelyenteredafightingstance,waitingtoattack

anytime.Oncethestartwasannounced,hewouldimmediatelyattackGerald.

Geraldwasascalmandcomposedashehadeverbeenwithhiseyesclosedwhilestandingatthesame

place,withoutevenaslightchangeinhisexpression.

SeeingGerald’saction,everyonearoundthemwonderedwhetherthismeantthatitwasasignthat

Geraldwassurrendering?

“Thebattlestartsnow!”

Afterafewseconds,MasterYkinkannounced.

Assoonasthosewordsfell,Levtookactioninstantlyasheshovedhisswordoutandjettedrighttoward

Gerald.



Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasstillstandingatthesameplacecalmlywithoutmovingatall.Itwas

almostasifhewaswaitingforLevtostabhim.

JustaseveryonethoughtthatGeraldwasgoingtoloseforsure,Geraldopenedhiseyessuddenlyand

extendedtwofingersasheheldLev’sswordinbetweenthemalmostinstantly.

ThesharpheadoftheswordwasjustafewmillimetresfromGerald’seyes!Whatamoverightatthat

juncture!

“What?!”

Levwasextremelyastounded.

Hewantedtotakebackhisswordbutsuddenlyrealizedthathecouldn’ttakeitbackatall.Itwasas

thoughtheswordwasfrozeninmid-air.

Immediatelyafter,GeraldbentandsnappedLev’sswordwithhisfingers.

WithoutwaitingforLevtoreact,GeraldsmackedLev’schestwithhisotherpalm.

Levflewbackwardimmediatelyinanarcacrosstheskybeforecrashingontotheground,bloodleaking

fromhislips.

Geralddidn’tintendtotakeLev’slifewithhispalm.Afterall,thiswasabattletestanditshouldbelight,

notlife-and-deathinanyway.Therefore,Geraldheldback,otherwise,Levwouldbeanice-coldcorpse

bynow.

“Geraldhaswon!”



MasterYkinkannouncedloudly.

Rightatthismoment,DeanSuneruhadasatisfiedsmileonhisfaceashestartedclapping.

Seeinghowthedeanwasclappinghishands,thefourgrandmastersandotherstudentsstartedtoclap

aswell.Instantly,thunderousapplausecouldbeheardfromthescene.

Geraldhadwonwithoutateenyhintofsuspense.

Now,everyoneknewthatGeraldtrulyhadstrongabilities,anditwasnotjustarumor.Hewasindeed

worthyenoughtobethedean’sselectedstudent.

“I’mnotsatisfied.Iwanttocompeteagainsthim!”

Rightatthatmoment,adeepvoicewasheardfromtheeliteclass.

“It’sMasterRay!”

“MasterRayisgoingtofight,lookslikethere’llbeagoodbattletowatch!”

“Yeah!MasterRayisincredible,ofcoursehewon’tacceptthiswillingly!”

Afterdiscoveringtheownerofthevoice,anuproarappearedamongstthecrowdagain.

ThemanwhowasbeingdiscussedbyeveryonewasRayLeighton,thebeststudentintheeliteclass.His

abilityhadreachedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm.



RaygotupandwalkedoutofthecirclecoldlytowardthecenterofthesquaretostandbeforeGerald,

andhepointedatGeraldicilyashesaid,“I,RayLeighton,wanttochallengeyou.Ifyouwin,Iwill

willinglylistenandfollowyou.IfIwin,youhavetoscramfromthispositionofyoursandbemy

underling!”

Ray’swordswereextremelyarrogantwithadominantvibe.

Afterlisteningtohim,Geraldwasn’tangryatall.Onthecontrary,hethoughtthatRaywasvery

interesting.

SomeonelikeRaywasdirectandstraightforward,andhewouldexpresshisdissatisfactionoutright

insteadofdoingsomethingdirtybehindone’sback.Thisdeservedother’srespect.

“Okay,Iaccept!”

Geralddidn’trejecthimandaccepteditimmediately.

WithoutwaitingforMasterYkinktoannouncethestartofthebattle,RaychargedrighttowardGerald

likeaferocioustigerwithacrushingforcelikeatornado.

Rayhadabuffyphysiqueandmuscularbody,andhecrashedhisfistrighttowardGeraldheavily.

Ray,whohadreachedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm,alreadyhadstrongpower.Ifonereally

gothitbyhisfist,hisboneswouldbecrushedintopiecesforsure.

However,Geraldlikedfightingagainstopponentslikethis.Thiswasbecausehecouldtesthisbody’s

strengthatthesametime.



Thenextmoment,Geraldthrusthisfistoutaswell.

GeraldmatchedhisfistwithRay.

Rightinthatinstant,thesandaroundthesquarefleweverywhere,andheatwaveswerecreated,

surroundingthetwoinbetween.

Thegroundbeneathbothofthemwasalreadycrackedandcollapsed,numerousrocksflyingupintothe

air.Itcouldbealreadybeseenhowpowerfultheaftereffectofthemclashingagainsteachotherwas.

Afterthat,dustandthesanddissipated.

EveryonesawGeraldandRaybothstandinginthesamespot,butRayseemedtobeabitsick.

Iftheywerenearer,itcouldbeseenhowRay’spurlicuewasalreadytornwithbloodstreamingoutof

thewoundendlessly,drippingontothecrackedground.

Withjustonemove,thewinnerandlosercouldalreadybedetermined.

ThetwostoodstillforafewsecondsfacingeachotherbeforeRayfinallyretractedhisfistslowly.

“I’velost!”

Hiswordsmadeeveryoneturnsilent.

Everyonewasstillinsurpriseanddisbelief.



Rayhadactuallysurrendered?!

Thisresultwasn’tsomethingthatcouldbeexpectedbyanyone.OneshouldknowthatRaywasthe

strongestmaninLeicomAcademy,andnow,hehadactuallylosttoGerald,whichhehadadmitted

himselfwillingly.Whatastonishingnews!

“You’rereallypowerful!Youhavemyrespect!”

RaysmiledandtoldGerald.

“You’renotbadyourself.Ihopewecanbefriends!”

GeraldsmiledbackpolitelyasherepliedtoRay,stretchingouthishand.

“Ofcourse.Itwouldbemyhonortobefriendswithyou!”Raystretchedhishandoutforahandshake

withGeraldwithoutthinkingtwice.

Atthatmoment,thetwowerelikethestrongonessympathizingwitheachother.Thetrulystrongones

werealwaysrespectedbyeveryone.

GeraldfeltthatRaywouldbeaworthyfriend.TherewerenotmanypeopleasmagnanimousasRay

anymore.

“Okay,that’stheendofourbattletesttoday.TomorrowwillbethepracticetestinHeavenTower,I

hopeeveryonecangetagoodresttonight!”

Aftertheendoftheday,theskyhadbeguntoturndarkbythetimeMasterYkinkmadethis

announcement.



Then,everyoneleftthescene.

HeavenTowerwasthemostpowerfulchallengeinLeicomAcademy,andthereweretwentylevels.

Upuntilnow,noonehadbeenabletoreachthetopsuccessfully.EvenDeanSumeruhadbeenhaltedat

theeighteenthlevelwhilethefourgrandmastershadstoppedattheseventeenth.

Everyfloorhaddifferentchallengesfordifferentpeople,sonooneknewexactlywhatkindofchallenge

wouldbegivenbyHeavenTower.Hence,nooneknewhowtoevencheat.

Thatnight,GeraldwascalledtoSumeru’sbedroom.

“Dean,youwantedtoseeme?”

GeraldenteredtheroomrespectfullyasheaskedSumeru,whowasmeditatingonthemeditationdeck.

SumeruopenedhiseyesslowlyandlookedatGeraldwithasmileonhisface.

“Gerald,youdidwellthisafternoon.I’mverysatisfiedasyourteacher,butareyoupreparedforthe

challengetomorrowatHeavenTower?”

AfterpraisingGerald,thedeanaskedGeraldwithconcern.

“Dean,I’velistenedtoMasterYkinkintroduceHeavenTowerinasimpleway,butI’mcurious,whatkind

ofchallengesarethereinside?Pleaseteachmeaboutthis,teacher!”



GeraldinstantlyaskedDeanSumerucuriously.

“Hoho!”Sumeruchuckledlightly.

“HeavenTowerwascreatedbytheancientgodofAstralTravelerinLeicomAcademy.Afterthegodof

AstralTravelersteppedintothehumanworld,HeavenTowerbecamethemostsymbolicfeatureofthe

LeicomAcademy.EveryscholarwhoentersLeicomAcademyhastopassthechallengeofHeavenTower.

OnlythencantheybedeemedasstudentsofLeicomAcademy!”

“Aboutthechallengesinside,Ican’ttellyouanything.HeavenTowerisfascinating,andthechallengesit

offersvaryfrompersontoperson.You’llonlyknowwhenyougoinsideyourself!”

Sumerudidn’tanswerGerald’squestionandinsteadtoldhimthegeneralinformationaboutHeaven

Tower.

“Dean,IheardfromMasterYkinkthatyoustoppedattheeighteenthfloor,right?”

GeraldaskedSumerucarefully.

“That’sright.ItgetsharderasyouproceedfurtherupHeavenTower.ItwastensofyearsagowhenI

reachedtheeighteenthlevel.Fromthenonward,IneverwentintoHeavenToweranymore!”Dean

Sumerunoddedandanswered.

Sumeru’swordsmadeGeraldmoreandmorecuriousashetoldhimselfthathewouldsurpasstheoldin

thefutureasanewgeneration.

NowthatevenSumerucouldonlystopattheeighteenthlevelofHeavenTower,hehimselfhadto

surpassSumeruandreachthetopofHeavenTowertoprovehimself.



Iftheoldergenerationcouldn’tmakeit,itdidn’tnecessarilymeanthatthenewgenerationcouldn’tdo

itaswell.Afterall,timeswerealwayschanging.

Subsequently,SumerutookoutasachetfromhissleeveandpassedittoGerald.

“Dean,what’sthis?”

Geraldaskedcuriously.

“ThisisasachetIgotfromHeavenTowerbackthen,butIhaveneveropeneditbefore.Now,Iwantto

givethistoyou.MaybethiscanhelpyouwhenyouenterHeavenTower,butyoucanonlyopenanduse

itatthemostcriticalandurgentmoment.Youmustremembermywords!”SumeruremindedGerald

seriously.

“Yes.I’llkeepthatinmind,Dean!”

Geraldnoddedautomaticallyandpromisedhim.

Aftertheirchat,GeraldleftSumeru’sroom.

AfterGeraldhadlefttheroomforawhile,Sumeruwavedhisarm,andastarryskymapappearedright

infrontofhiseyesinstantly.

Thestarlightshonebrightlyonthemap,butonecouldn’tseeanythingbeneaththosestarlights.

“Messystarrymapanddiminishingstarlight—lookslikethecatastropheofLeicomContinentisboundto

arrivesoon!”



Sighingafterthrowingalastlookatthemap,Sumeru’sexpressionturnedcomplicatedandsad.

Butrightatthatmoment,abrightwhitestarlightappearedoutoftheblueinthestarrymap,shining

brightlyandeye-catchingly.“CoulditbethatGeraldwillbethesaintwhowillsaveourLeicom

Continent?!”

Uponseeingthestarlight,Sumerucouldn’thelpbutbecomeastonished.

***

Notlongafter,GeraldreturnedtotheSouthPavilion.

“BrotherGerald!”

Justashereachedthedoor,afamiliarvoicewasheardfrombehindhim.

TheownerofthatvoicewasnoneotherthanRayLeighton,themanwhohadfoughthimthisafternoon.

“BrotherRay,anythingyouneedatthislatehour?”

WhenhesawthatitwasRay,Geraldbecamepuzzledasheasked,notexpectingRaytocometofind

him.

“Hoho!BrotherGerald,I’mheretohaveacasualchat.Wouldyouliketohaveadrink?”

Raychuckledlightlyasheshookthebeerbottleinhishand.



Geraldsmiledunderstandinglyandnodded.“Sure.Comein,then!”

Afterthat,GeraldledRayinsidethepavilion.

Whentheyenteredthepavilion,Noriandthetwoothersweresittinginside.

“Gerald,you’reback!”

SeeingGeraldarrive,Noristoodupandgreetedhim.

“Hmm?Isn’tthisSeniorRay?”

WhentheysawRay,theyallbecamesurprised.

“Gooddaytoyouall!”

RaygreetedNoriandthetwopolitely.

Then,thefewpeoplesatdownastheydrankandchatted.

Beerwas,afterall,somethingtobondpeopletogetherandmakefriendswithoutmucheffort.Gerald

andthethreeweresoongoodfriendswithRay,andthefivewerehappytomeeteachotherasthey

talkedwhilelaughing,makingitseemasiftheyhadknowneachotherforalongtimealready.

Itwasonlyuntillateatnightbeforetheyfinallyfellasleepinthepavilion.



Thenextmorning,witharayofsunshineshiningintothepavilion,Geraldandthefourwokeup.

TodaywasthedayofHeavenTower’spracticetest,andallnewbiesofLeicomAcademyhadto

participateinthepracticetest.

Ofcourse,Geraldwastheonetobearthebrunt.

Asthedean’sselectedstudent,ofcourseGeraldhadtobetheonekickstartingthis.

At9.15am,allthetraineeshadgatheredbelowHeavenTower.

HeavenTowerstoodtallamongsttheclouds,strikingandelegant.

“TodayisthedaywherethenewtraineeswillenterHeavenTowerforthepracticetest.Everynewbie

hastoenterandacceptthetraining.Regardlessoftheresult,onlythosewhoacceptedthetrainingof

HeavenTowerwillbeworthyenoughtobestudentsofourLeicomAcademy!”

MasterYkinkwalkedoutandannouncedtothecrowdbeneath.

“Thedean’sselectedstudent,GeraldCrawford,willbethefirsttoenterHeavenTowerforthepractice

training!”

Afterreceivingtheinstruction,GeraldstoodupandwalkedtowardthedoorofHeavenTowertowait.

Atthatinstant,thedoorofHeavenToweropened,followedbyaloudnoise,thepitch-black

environmentinsidedisplayedtoeveryone.Noonecouldseewhatitlookedlikeinside.



Geralddidn’tsayanotherwordashetookasteptoenterHeavenTower.

FollowingGerald’sentrance,thetowerdoorwasshutinstantly.

Asthetower’sdoorswerelowered,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlookaround,attemptingtogatherhis

bearings.However,thepitchdarknessmadeitimpossibletoseeathing…

JustasGeraldwaswonderingwhattodonext,abeamoflightsuddenlyappearedfromthetower!With

howincreasinglybrightitwasgetting,thelight’sradiancewasreminiscentofaragingbonfire…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeamandonningwhiteclotheswalkedoutfromthelight…

Seeingthat,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Andyouare?”

“IamthegodofAstralTravelerintheLeicomContinent,andtheformthatyou’recurrentlyseeingisthe

finalprimordialspiritthatI’veleftbehindintheHeavenTower.Iwassummonedbyyourarrival!”

explainedtheprimordialspiritasitstaredatGerald.

“You’rethegodofAstralTraveler?Andwhatdoyoumeanmyarrivalsummonedyou?”repliedGerald,

stunnedbythesuddenturnofevents.Forone,hedefinitelyhadn’texpectedthepersonbeforehimto

bethelegendaryancientgodofAstralTraveler…

Chucklingwhenheheardthat,thegodofAstralTravelersimplyextendedhishand…beforesnappinghis

fingers.

Andjustlikethat,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofcountlessstars!Whileitwasmostprobablyjusta

manifestedillusion,ittrulyfeltlikehewascurrentlystandinginthemiddleofspace…

Apparentlynotdoneyet,thegodofAstralTravelerthenwavedhishand…Revealinganothersceneto



Gerald.Agreatlyunsettlingone…

Thecontinentwasinruins,completeshambles!Withcountlessbonesscatteredacrossthelandsandthe

skylayeredwithablanketofdarkclouds,Geraldfeltashiverrundownhisspinejustfromlookingatall

that…

‘Whatthehellhappenedhere…?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

Nowcuriousoutofhismind,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“What…onearthhappenedhere,godof

AstralTraveler…?’

Thesecondhisquestionended,anethereal‘whir’couldbeheard,promptingGeraldtolookatthe

sourceofthesound…andprojectedthere,wasthenumber,‘threehundred’.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldbeganwondering,‘Threehundred?Whatdoesthatsignify?Isitasecret

codeofsomesort…?’

Afteraslightpause,thegodofAstralTravelerthenreplied,“…This…isthefateoftheworldinexactly

threehundreddays…”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasrightfullyshocked.Eyeswidenedandfilledwithincredulity,Geraldthen

asked,“…What?Theworld’sfallingintocompleteruinbythen?”

“Indeed.Onthethreehundredthday,Masrus,thedemonicgodwillberevived…Followingthat,he’ll

surelytakeovertheentireworld!Ifhe’sallowedtodothat,thennotonlywilltheLeicomContinentfall

underhisrule,butJaellatraandtheothercontinentswillsharethatfateaswell!”explainedthegodof

AstralTravelerinasolemntone.

ThoughGeraldfeltthattheclaimwassomewhatreminiscentofsomelegendaryfairytale,heknewthat

thegodofAstralTraveler—ofallpeople—wouldn’tlietohim.Withthatinmind,thatmeantthatthe



world’sfatewastrulylookinggrim…

“…Isee.GodofAstralTraveler,I’massumingyou’reshowingmeallthisforareason.CoulditbethatI’m

capableofpreventingallthissuffering?”askedGerald.

Afterall,theGodofAstralTowersurelywouldn’thaveshownhimallthiswithoutaproperreason.

Couldhebesomeprophesiedsaviorforthenewgeneration…?

“Yourassumptioniscorrect.OnlyyouhavethepowertogoagainstMasrus,andshouldyousucceed,

you’llsurelybecomethesavioroftheworld!”repliedthegodofAstraTravelerashegaveGeralda

determinedlook.

Utterlyshockedbythissuddenrevelation,Geraldcouldonlythink,‘…But…WhywasIchosentobethe

savioroutoftheblue…?’Hesimplyfounditweirdhowtheworld’sfatesuddenlyconcernedhim.

“…Alright,but…Whyme?”askedGerald.

“It’sbecausethereexistsanancientwillhiddenwithinyourbody.Ifyoumanagetoproperlydevelop

thatwill,thenyou’llsurelybeabletoresistMasrus!Withthatinmind,youtrulyaretheworld’sfinal

hope!”explainedthegodofAstralTravelerinapatienttone.

Seeingtherelevanceofhiswords,Geraldthenreplied,“…AndhowdoIdevelopthatwill?”

Hearingthat,thegodofAstralTravelerthencuppedhishandstogether,causingascrollofsortsto

materializethereshortlyafter…

Afterbeinghandedthescroll,Geraldnoticedthattherewasaslotofsortsonit.Itwasquiteapparent

thatsomethingneededtobefittedinsideittoopenthescroll…



“ThatthereistheScrollofStars…Inordertounlockitssecrets,you’llfirsthavetoobtainanitemknown

astheScintillatingGem.Whileyou’llbeabletobegindevelopingthewillinyourbodyafteryouopen

thescroll,knowthatnobody’severbeenabletoobtainorevenlocatethegemfromthedayitcame

intoexistence!”explainedthegodofAstralTravelerashelookedatGeraldwithaseriousgaze.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlookatthescrollforalittlelongerbeforestoringitwithin

hisstoragering.

Withthatdone,GeraldthenturnedtofacethegodofAstralTravelerbeforeasking,“…Well,thataside,

whatexactlyisthetrialoftheHeavenTower?”

‘Icametoparticipateinatrial,no?WhodoInowfeellikeI’mheretoreceiveamissioninstead?’Gerald

thoughttohimself.

“IestablishedthetrialsofHeavenToweronlyasafront.Mygoalhadalwaysbeentoawaitthearrivalof

thedestinedindividual,andyou’vefinallycometoday.Withthatinmind,younaturallydon’thavetogo

throughthetrial.Afterall,allthetrialshereareuselessforyou.Timeisoftheessence,soI’llbesending

youtothetopofthetowerimmediately!”repliedthegodofAstralTraveler.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldonlyraiseaslightbrowasheboundedupthetowerwithextremespeed…

Secondslater,someonefromtheoutsidecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“…H-hey!Lookupthere!

Thetopofthetowerisshining!”

Realizingthatwhatthepersonhadsaidwastrue,Sumeruandthefourgreatmastersinstantly

expressedgreatshock.Afterall,thelight—thateveryonewasnowseeing—wouldonlybeginshining

whensomeonemanagedtoreachthetopofthetower…Withthatinmind,Geraldmusthavebeenable

toachievethat!Howunexpected!

Eversincethetrialswereestablishedhundredsofyearsago,nobodyhadbeenabletofullyscalethe

tower…Untiltoday.



MovingbacktoGerald,uponarrivingatthetopofthetower,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofasword

thatwasemittingawhitelight.

Walkingclosertothesword,Geraldwatchedasitinstantlybeganquiveringinplace.Inasense,italmost

seemedlikeitwasbehavingthatwayduetosometelepathiclinkithadwithGerald…

Beforehecouldgettooclose,thegodofAstralTravelerappearedbeforeGeraldagainbeforesaying,

“ThatthereistheAstrabyssSword,andit’llfunctionasyourspecialweaponfromtodayonward.Beside

it,isabookthatcontainsalltheskillsyoucanperformwiththesword.Ihopeyou’lluseitwiselyand

masteralltheAstrabyss’sskills.Ifyoudo,you’lldefinitelygetmuchstronger!”

Thatwasneedlesstosay,ofcourse,soGeraldsimplynoddedbeforecontinuingtowalktowardthe

sword.

Nowbeforethesword,GeraldheardasthegodofAstralTravelershouted,“Outstretchyourhandand

pullitout!”

MomentarilystunnedbyhowcommandingthegodofAstralTravelersuddenlywas,Geraldquickly

shookoutofitbeforefirmlygraspingthesword’shilt…Onlytoinstantlyfeelaslightpainonhispalm!

UnbeknownsttoGerald,theswordhadcausedatinycuttoformonhispalm,resultinginasingledrop

ofhisbloodcomingintocontactwiththesword’shilt…

Thesecondthathappened,theAstrabyssSwordimmediatelyemittedanetherealring…

Releasingthehiltandtakingastepback,Geraldthenwatchedastheswordquicklybeganflailingwildly!

ItonlytooktheAstrabyssafewsecondstobreakfromitsrestraints,andtheseconditwasfreed,it



instantlyflewintoGerald’shand!

Instinctivelyholdingontothesword’shilttightly,Geraldimmediatelybeganfeelingastrongforce

surgingintohiselixir-of-lifefieldfromhispalm…Thisfeeling…

Hewasabouttomakeabreakthrough!

Feelingtheimmensepowercontinuesurgingintohiselixir-of-lifefield,Geraldquicklysatonthefloor

andbeganmeditating.Withhiseyesnowclosed,Geraldactivelyattemptedtotametheimmensepower

inhisbody…

Tohisdismay,hewasn’tabletodoit!

Momentarilyfeelinganxious,anideasuddenlycametoGeraldashethought,‘Wait,don’tIhaveplenty

ofHeaven’sapples?’

Quicklyretrievingonefromhisstoragering,Geraldthenbitintoit.

Thesecondhedid,hisentirebodyinstantlyfeltcoolandrefreshed!Asforthesurgingpowerfrom

earlier,itwasnolongerpulsingwildlythroughhim…

Inotherwords,GeraldhadsuccessfullybreachedtheNinth-soul-rankoftheSageRealm!Hewasnow

finallyatthefirstrankoftheAvatarRealm!

Withhisbodynowbrimmingwithpower,Geraldcouldtellthathewasmuch,muchstrongerthan

before.

“CongratulationsforbreachingintotheAvatarRealm,Gerald.YounowpossessthepowertoenterGod

Transformationmode,astatewhereyoumomentarilygrowinhumanlystrong!Evenso,you’llonlybe



abletouseitwhenfacingextremesituations.Consideritasalastresorttoremainalive!”explainedthe

godofAstralTraveler.

AsthegodofAstralTravelerhadsaid,GodTransformationwasaskillthatthosefromtheAvatarRealm

couldusetodefendthemselvesneardeath.Atextbookexampleofhowusefulthisabilitywas,wasby

usingGodTransformationtosuddenlygainamassiveboostinstrengthtohopefullyturnthetables

duringalosingbattle.

Ofcourse,therewereprosandconstoeverything.

WhilethepowerofGodTransformationwascertainlynothingtoscoffat,theuserwouldgofeeblefora

ratherlongtimeafterusingit.Withthatinmind,itwaswisetoonlyusethetacticasafinalresort.

“Iappreciatetheadvice,godofAstralTraveler.Regardless,Idefinitelywon’tdisappointyou!”replied

Geraldinagratuitoustoneashebowed.

SeeminglysatisfiedwithGerald’sresponseashelaughed,thegodofAstralTravelerthensaid,

“Remember,you’retheworld’sonlyhope!Usethenextthreehundreddayswisely!”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,thegodofAstralTraveler’sprimordialspiritinstantlydisappeared.Now

thatitsfinalmissionhadbeenfulfilled,thegodofAstralTravelercouldfinallyrestinpeace…

Andjustlikethat,theburdenoftheworldhadbeenplacedonGerald’sshoulders,andhewastheonly

onewhoknewaboutit…

Shortlyafter,theHeavenTower’sentrancewasreopened,andeveryonewatchedasGeraldslowly

madehiswayout…

Bythispoint,hisaurawasimmenselypressuring,andmanyfromwithinthecrowdhadtoshieldtheir

eyesfromthewavesofdustthatrepelledthemselvesfromGerald!



Sumeruhimself—whowasseatedattheseatofhonor—couldonlyrevealasatisfiedsmilewhenhesaw

that.Geraldhaddefinitelysucceeded…

Whennooncame,GeraldcouldbeseenstandinginthemiddleofLeicomAcademy’slargehall.Naturally,

Sumeruwasonceagainseatedattheseatofhonorwhilethefourmajorgreatmasterssatattheside.

BeamingsubtlyashelookedatGerald,Sumerudeclared,“Congratulationsforbeingthefirstpersonto

everfullyscaleHeavenTower!Withthatinmind,I’msureyounowknowwhyallthetrialswereheld

thereinthefirstplace.”

“Ido,Master,andfourgreatmasters!Thisisabouttheeventthatwillbetakingplaceinthreehundred

days,correct?”repliedGeraldasheslowlylookedatallfiveofthem.

Hearingthat,thefourmastersthenturnedtolookatSumeruasthedeannoddedinresponse.

“So,youtrulydoknoweverythingnow…Isupposethatmeansthatyoureallyarethedestinedperson!

Withthatinmind,areyoureadytoholdthatresponsibility,Gerald?”askedSumeruashestaredclosely

atGerald.

“Iam!Aftersomethought,IfeelthatlocatingtheScintillatingGemshouldbeprioritized!”replied

Geraldinaresolutetone.

Hewasplacingpriorityonthegemsincewithit,hewouldbeabletoopentheScrollofStars.Following

that,Geraldwouldhopefullybeabletoquicklydevelopthehiddenwillinhisbodyinordertostanda

chanceagainstMasruswhenthedemonicgodappearedthreehundreddayslater.

“Whileyou’refreetodothingsinwhicheverorderyouplease,pleaserememberthattheclockis

constantlyticking.Ifyoucan’tlocatethegembythetimethethreehundreddaysareup,theonlything

thatawaitsourworldisruin!”repliedSumeruwithoutmincinganywords.



“Iunderstand,master!Also,inordertohastenthesearch,I’mthinkingofbandingtogetherasmallteam!

Whatdoyouthinkofthat,master?”askedGerald.

Gerald,forone,feltthatdoingthingsonhisownagainwouldsurelymakehimfeellonely.Withthatin

mind,GeraldwasplanningtobringNoriandthefourothersalonginsearchoftheScintillatingGem.

“Iseenoissuewiththat.Goonaheadandselectthemembersyouseefittobepartofyourteam!”

repliedSumeru.

Hearingthat,GeraldthenbadefarewelltoSumeruandthefourgreatmastersbeforeleavingthelarge

halltobeginmakinghispreparations.

OncetheyweresurethatGeraldhadleft,Jizocouldn’thelpbutlookratherworriedlyatSumeruashe

asked,“…Doyoureallythinkhe’llbeabletodoit,dean?”

Withthefateoftheworldonhisshoulders,Geraldwasmostprobablyfeelingimmensepressureatthe

moment…

“…Wesimplyhavetobelieveinhimandgivehimallthesupportheneeds.Otherwise,theworldwill

surelyendinruin!”repliedSumeruinafirmtonewithoutgivingJizoadirectanswer.Evenso,whathe

meantwasclearasday.

Withthat,allfourofthemajorgreatmastersnoddedinunderstanding,promptingnofurtherquestions

tobeasked…

Sometimelater,GeraldreturnedtotheSouthpavilion.Uponentering,hesawthatNoriandtheother

threewererestinginsidewhilechattingamongthemselves.



UponrealizingthatGeraldhadreturned,thefourofthemimmediatelysmiledathimbeforepraising,

“You’rejustwaytoopowerful,Gerald!Tothinkthatyou’dactuallybeabletogettotheverytopofthe

tower!Becauseofthatfeat,you’renowimmenselyfamouswithintheacademy,andmanyarenow

lookinguptoyou!”

Despitehearingthat,Geraldreallycouldn’tbebotheredaboutsuchtrivialfame.Afterall,therewere

muchmoreimportantaffairstodealwithatthemoment.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenstoodbeforethefourpeopleandstraightenedhisbackbeforesaying,

“Alright,puttingallthataside…PleaselistencarefullytowhatI’mabouttosaynext.I’llbeleavingthe

academyassoonaspossibletostartlocatinganitemcalledtheScintillatingGem.Withthatinmind,I

waswonderingifallofyouwouldbewillingtocomewithmeandhelplookforthegem.Don’tworry,

I’vealreadygainedthedeanandthefourmajorgreatmasters’permission.Whatdoyousay?”

Hearingthat,Noriandtheothersweremomentarilystunned.Afterall,itwasalottotakein.

Afterashortwhile,Zeligsnappedoutofitbeforeaskinginaslightlypuzzledtone,“The…Scintillating

Gem?Whatexactlyisthat…?Andwhydoweneedtoleavetheacademyallofasuddentolookforit?”

“I’mafraidIcan’tsharethedetailswithyoujustyet.However,I’lldefinitelydosooneday.Regardless,

myquestionremains.Areyouwillingtojoinmeinmysearch?Donotethatwemaybefacingalotof

troublesanddangersthroughoutthejourney,soifyou’rereluctant,IunderstandandIwon’ttrytoforce

youtocomealong.I’mcompletelyfinewithgoingalone!”repliedGeraldasheretainedhisseriousgaze.

Withhowseriousthisaffairwas,Geraldwasn’tevenplanningtomakeajoketolightenupthemood.

SeeingthatGeraldmeantbusiness,Noriandtheothersfoundthemselvesmomentarilyexchanging

glanceswitheachother……I’mwillingtojoinyourteam,Gerald!I’llfollowyouwhereveryougo!”

declaredNoriafterabriefmoment’sthought.

“Countmeinaswell,Mr.Crawford!”



“We’reallwillingtobepartofthis!”

SeeingthatNorihadtakenherstand,Zelig,Cyril,andRayfelttheurgetodothesame.

Uponhearingtheirenthusiasticreplies,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeeltouched.

Inallhonesty,hehadalreadyfactoredinthechancethatnoneofthemwouldgowithhim.Afterall,the

fourpeopleweren’tevenlong-timeacquaintancesofhis.Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthatitwas

alreadyaskingalotforthemtorisktheirlivesjusttohelphim.

Nowthatallofthemwereagreeingwithoutsomuchasasecondthought,however,itshowedGerald

thattheytrulysawhimasafriend.Infact,italsodisplayedhowmuchtheytrustedinhim.

“…Thankyou…Allofyou.WhileI’dliketohaveasentimentalmoment,theresimplyisn’tanytimeto

waste.Withthatsaid,dohurryandstartpackingup!Weleaveintwohours!”declaredGerald.

Sincetimewasoftheessence,thefastertheypackeduptheiressentialsandheadedout,thesooner

theycouldhopefullylocatetheScintillatingGem.

Whilethreehundreddaysmayhavesoundedalot,Geraldwaswellawarethatthedaystheywould

spendsearchingforthegemwouldcomeandgoextremelyquickly.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthathedidn’t

evenhaveanycluesastowherethegemcouldbe.Withthatinmind,thefastertheyacted,thehigher

thechancesofthemactuallysucceedinginfindingthegemintime…

Regardless,afterhearingGerald’sorder,allfourofthemhurriedofftodoastheyweretold.

Thankfully,exactlytwohourslater,allfourofthemregroupedwithGerald,fullyprepared.



Followingthat,thefivepeoplemadesuretobidgoodbyetoSumeruandthefourmajorgreatmasters

beforefinallyleavingtheLeicomAcademy.

Immediatelyafterleavingtheacademy,Geraldandtheothersmadesuretostockuponfoodanddrinks.

Notknowinghowlongtheirjourneywasgoingtotake,themorepreparationstheymade,thebetter.

Oncetheygoteverythingrelevantthattheycouldthinkof,theirhuntforthegemofficiallybegan.

“…Speakingofwhich,whereareweheadedtofirst…?”askedNori.

SinceGeraldhadn’teventoldthemwheretobeginlooking,thefourofthemwerefeelingrightfully

curious.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldopenedupthemapandbeganinspectingit.Ittookhimawhile,buthe

eventuallypointedatanareaonthemapbeforedeclaring,“We’regoingtostartlookinghere!The

SouthWastelands!”

TheSouthWastelandswasadesolatearealocatedsouthoftheLeicomContinent.Literallynobody

inhabitedthatplace,andfewdaredtoventurethere…

However,sinceGeraldhadmadehischoice,Noriandtheotherssimplyagreed.Withthelocation

settled,allfiveofthemimmediatelysetofffortheSouthWastelands…

Ittookthemhalfaday,buttheyeventuallyarrivedattheborderoftheSouthWastelandsbyevening.

UponleavingtheLeicomContinent,thefivefoundthattheplacewasasdesolateastherumorshad

claimed.Nobuildingsandnotevenasinglesoul…Thefactthateveningwasquicklyturningtonight

definitelyamplifiedthecreepinessofthearea.



Evenso,thefivesimplycontinuedwalkingon.Afterall,Geraldwasn’tafraidofsuchthings.

AfterwalkingforawhilewithintheSouthWastelands,thegroupcameacrossaloesswallanddecided

thatitwashightimeforthemtotakeatemporaryrest.

Bythatpoint,itwascompletelydark…Alittletoodark…

Raisingabrow,Noriturnedtolookatthemooninthesky…Onlytohaveajawdrop.

“….H-hey!Lookatthemoon!ItsshinestopsrightattheborderoftheLeicomContinent!Themoon’s

rayscan’treachushereatall!”shoutedNoriasshepointedatthebrightmooninthedistance.

Realizingthatwhatshehadsaidwastrue,theothergroupmembersinstantlyfoundthatfacttobe

rathermysteriousandstrange…TheSouthWastelandstrulywasanextraordinaryplace…Tothinkthat

themoon’sshinecouldn’tgetinhere!Howutterlyperplexing!Evenso,itwasn’tasthoughtheycould

doanythingaboutit.

Withthatinmind,Geraldandtheotherscouldonlycontinuesittingthereastheystaredatthebright

andbeautifulmoon…

Sometimelater,Raywasscanningthroughtheareawhenhesuddenlyshouted,“…Mr.Crawford,come

quick!There’ssomekindofstonetablethere!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandtheotherthreeimmediatelyranovertowhereRaywas.Truetohis

words,allofthemnowsawanerectstonetabletbeforethem…

Wipingthethicklayerofdustoffthetabletwithhishand,Geraldnoticedthatafewwordshadbeen

carvedontoit.



Squintinghiseyestogetacloserlook,Geraldthendeclared,“TheSouthBeastoftheWastelands!”

ImmediatelyafterGeraldreadthatout,anangeredandear-piercingroarcouldsuddenlybeheard

comingfromabovethem!Astheroarcontinuedresonatingacrossthebarrenwastelands,anexplosive

soundwasheard!

Followingthat,everyonecouldonlywatchwide-eyedasamassiveblackfigureleapedoutofthestone

tablet!

Uponlandingrightbeforethefiveindividuals,thecreature’sinhumanlystronglandingcausedthe

groundaroundthemtoquiversomuchthatitwasdifficulttoevenmaintaintheirbalance!What

terrifyingstrength!

“W-whatthehellisthatthing…?”stutteredNoriasshelookedatGeraldslightlyfearfully.

“…Iguessthat’sourSouthBeast!”repliedGeraldashestaredatthehumongousfigurethatsomewhat

resembledalion.

Tothinkthatsimplyreadingthetextonthetabletwouldsummonit!Judgingfromhowangryitseemed,

theymusthaveawokenitfromitsnap!

“D*mnit,weneedaproperlightsource!Wecan’tevenseeitproperlynow!”grumbledZeligashe

frowned.Sincethemoon’srayswereunabletopierceintoSouthWastelands,theirvisionwasseverely

limitedtoonlyafewfeetinfrontofthem!

“Don’tworry,Ihaveasolution!”repliedGeraldashesummonedhistalismanpaperandbrushfromhis

storagering.

Afterswiftlypaintingatalisman,hethentosseditintotheair,promptingthetalismanstoburstintoa

hugeballoffire!



Underthenewlyilluminatedlightsource,everyonecouldnowseethebeastbeforetheminfulldetail.

Withahuge,goldenmane,themassivemalelion’sopenjawsexposeditsextremelysharpteethforall

tosee.Fuminginanger,thelioncontinuedglaringwithitsrage-filledeyesatallfiveofthem…Thoughit

didn’tappeartobeinanattackingstance.

Findingthatfacttobeslightlypuzzling,Zeligwaspromptedtoask,“…Why…isn’titattackingus…?”

Toeveryone’sdismay,thesecondhesaidthat,thelioninstantlybeganrushingtowardthem!

“Youandyourbigmouth!”grumbledCyril.

“Allofyou,hurryandrun!I’lldealwithit!”OrderedGeraldasheboltedtowardthelionwithlightning

speed.

ContinuingtoroarasitchargedstraightforGerald,thelionthenleaped,clearlytryingtoslamitsweight

downontheincomingyouth!

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabouttograntitthatopportunity!

Slidingrightunderthelion,Geraldexpertlystruckthebeast’sbellywithhispalm,instantlystunningit

andsendingtheoversizedlionflying!

Watchingasitsoaredquiteadistanceaway,Geraldhadalreadysummarizedthatthoughthelionwas

massive,itwasboggeddownbyitsweight.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayitwasevergoingtobe

abletomatchGerald’sspeed.

Regardless,Geraldwasn’tparticularlytryingtoendthelion’slife.Onthecontrary,hewasthinkingof

tamingit.Afterall,Geraldwascertainlynotagainsttheideaofhavingsuchalargelionunderhiscontrol.



Movingbacktothelion,thesecondithittheground,itendeduprollingafewtimesbeforefinally

comingtoastop.Shakingitsbodyasitcrawledbacktoitsfeet,itthenturnedtofaceGerald,glaringand

growlingfiercelyathim.

Thoughitwasabeast,itwasn’tstupid.Itwaswellawarethatitwasn’tgoingtobeabletotakeon

Gerald,whichwaswhyitwasrefrainingfromrashlyattackinghimagain.

Seeingthat,Geraldthentookafewstepsforwardbeforepointingatthelionandshouting,“Youhave

twochoices.Thefirstistocomealongwithmeandobedientlyallowmetobeyourmaster.Ifyourefuse,

theonlyotherchoiceyouhaveistogetkilled,cooked,theneaten!Justsoyouknow,I’venevertasted

lionbefore,andI’mquitekeenontrying!Regardless,stateyourchoice!”

Beingadivinebeast,thesupernaturallioncouldnaturallyunderstandhumanspeech.Withthatinmind,

uponhearingGerald’sproposal,thelionappearedtocalmdownabit,seeminglyfallingdeepinto

thought…

Afterabriefmoment,thelionemittedalowgrowl.

“Areyouserious?You’drathergeteatenthanbeundermycontrol?Surelyyouaren’tstupidenoughto

believethatyoucanevencomeclosetodefeatingme!”tauntedGeraldashesnortedcontemptuously

atthelion’sbehavior.

Quitefrankly,ifhehadwantedtoendthelion’slife,Geraldcould’vedonesoextremelyeasily.Giving

thelionachoicetobeunderhimwasalreadyGerald’swayofshowingmercy.

Still,ifthelionwasgoingtocontinuebeingstubborn,Geraldtrulysawnoreasontokeepitalive.He

wouldratherjustdealwithitdecisively.

Eitherway,inresponse,thelionsimplysassilylayonitsbellybeforeturningtolooktothesidewitha

grunt,completelyrefusingtoevenlookatGerald.Howarrogant!



“Aww…DidIpissofftheprincess?”scoffedGerald,seeinghowchildishlythelionwasbehaving.

Allofasudden,somethingflewoutfromGerald’sdirectionbeforelandingrightinfrontofthelion!

Uponseeingit,thelioninstantlywhimperedasitgottoitsfeetandlowereditsheadbeforethetiny

figure…

Ofcourse,thefigureinquestionwasnoneotherthanthesmallgreendragon!

Nowappearingtobemuchtamer,itwasevidentthatthelionwasfeelingintimidatedbythetinydragon.

Tothinkthattheaggressivebeastwouldbethisterrifiedofamerebaby!Itwasshockingtothegroupof

five,tosaytheleast.Whowould’veguessedthatthetinygreendragonwouldactuallybepowerful

enoughtoscarethatlargelion!

“Thatdragonmusthaveanimmenselyprestigiousidentity!Afterall,it’sabletointimidatethatlion

despitebeingsotiny!”saidRayashewalkedtowardGerald’sside.

Followingthat,theywatchedasthedragonletoutatinycrybeforeflyingbacktoGerald,staringathim

whileswayingitsbody.Realizingthatitwastryingtoaskhimforsomething,Geraldeasilyputtwoand

twotogether.

Shakinghishead,Geraldcouldonlysayinresignation,“Igetit,youwantaHeaven’sapple,don’tyou?

Fine,I’llgiveonetoyou!”

Withthat,GeraldretrievedasingleHeaven’sapplefromhisstorageringbeforehandingittothedragon.

However,thedragondidn’tappeartobecontentwithonlyasingleapple.Swayingitsbodyevenmore,

thedragonthencontinuallyalternateditsgazebetweenGeraldandthelion.



UnderstandingthatthedragonwantedhimtogivethelionaHeaven’sappleaswell,Geraldwasslightly

hesitant.Evenso,hehadcometoadorethebabydragon.Withthatinmind,intheend,hecouldn’thelp

buthandasecondappletoit.

Satisfied,thesmalldragon—thatwasholdingthetwoappleswithinitsjaws—thenquicklyflewoverto

thelion.Afterplacinganapplerightbeforethelion,thedragonthenswalloweditsownapplewitha

singlegulp.

Seeingthat,thelionraisedabrowbeforealternatingitsgazebetweenGeraldandtheappleinfrontofit.

Uponconfirmingthatnothingwasamiss,thelionquicklyswallowedtheapplewhole,seeminglyworried

thatsomeonewouldstealtheapplefromit.

Theseconditatetheapple,thelioninstantlyappearedmuchhappier.Asidefromitstemperament

clearlybecomingmuchgentler,thelionalsobeganshrinkingtoaboutthesamesizeasGeraldandthe

others.

Followingthat,thelionthenwalkeduptoGeraldbeforelyingdownandrubbingitscheekagainsthisleg.

Itwasevidentthatthiswasitswayofshowingitssubmissiontohim.

“SoIcould’vebribedyouoverwithjustasingleHeaven’sapple?IfIhadknown,Iwouldn’thavewasted

myenergytryingtofightyouinthefirstplace!”saidGeraldwithachuckleseeinghowdifferentlythe

lionwasnowbehavingtowardhim.

Still,nowthatthelionwasobedienttohim,itmeantthathehadanewpettotakecareof.Withthatin

mind,GeraldthentookanothertwoHeaven’sapplesouttofeedhispets.

ItwasatthatmomentwhenherememberedhowpreciousHeaven’sappleswere.Itpainedhimslightly

toknowthathewasgoingtoloseevenmoreapplesatafasterratenow.

Geraldcouldonlyhopethattheliondidn’tneedtoeatasmanyHeaven’sapplesasthebabydragondid.

Ifthatwasn’tthecase,thenhisapplesupplywouldsurelydepletetonothingsoonenough…



“IfImay,waswhatyoujustfedthelionthelegendaryHeaven’sapple,Mr.Crawford?”askedRayashe

lookedatGeraldinsurprise.

RayhadheardaboutthelegendaryHeaven’sappleforalongtimenow,anditcertainlyhadn’toccurred

tohimthatGeraldwouldactuallypossesstheholyfruit.Truthbetold,itmadehimjealousthatGerald

hadaccesstosuchresources.

Regardless,Geraldsimplysmiledinresponseashereplied,“Bingo!”

NowthattheyknewabouthisstashofHeaven’sapples,Geraldfelttheneedtosharethemamonghis

companions.Withthat,heretrievedfourmoreapplesandhandedthemtoNoriandtheothers.

“Goon,haveoneeach!Withanyluck,yourstrengthcouldimproveafteringestingthem!”addedGerald.

Sincethefourofthemwerenowgoodfriendsofhisandtheywereevenwillingtofollowhiminhis

searchfortheScintillatingGem,Geraldfeltthatitwasonlyrightforthemtoberewardedwiththe

Heaven’sapples.

UponseeingGerald’sgenerosity,thedelightedfourquicklytookanappleeachandbeganmunching

downonthem.

Afterconsumingthem,thegroupoffourinstantlymadebreakthroughsintheirstrength!

ZeligfinallymanagedtoentertheSageRealmwhileNoriwasabletoentertheSecond-soul-rankofthe

Sagerealm.CyrilhimselflandedintheFourth-soul-rankoftheSagerealmwhileRayenteredtheSage

realm’sEight-soul-rank…Regardless,afterthelionwastamed,therestofthenightwasratherquietand

uneventful.Withthatinmind,Geraldandthefourotherswerewell-restedbythetimemorningcame.



SincetheSouthWastelandswasn’texactlyanareaonecouldcallsafe,thegroupoffivedecidedtoset

offasearlyaspossible.Naturally,Geraldmadesuretoopenthemapfirsttofindoutwheretheywere

headednextbeforeactuallystartingtheirjourney.

Shortlyafter,hedeclaredthattheywereheadedtoDragonbloodCitynext.Withanyluck,they’dbeable

tofindthegemthere…

ThereweremanyrumorssurroundingtheancientDragonbloodCity,themostfamousonebeingabout

theexistenceofanancientBloodDragonwithinthecity’sgrounds.Withinsaiddragon,wassupposedly

anobjectknownastheDragonbloodBall,andwhoevermanagedtoobtaintheitemwassaidtobeable

togainthepowersoftheBloodDragon.

Whilethetalewascertainlycompelling,Geraldwasn’tgoingthereinsearchoftheDragonbloodBall.He

wasstrictlygoingaftertheScintillatingGem,whichwaswhyheshowedlittleinterestinobtainingthe

DragonbloodBall.

Eitherway,GeraldandhisgroupoffriendsfinallyarrivedatDragonbloodCityafterwalkingtheentire

morning.

However,justastheywereenteringthecity’sgrounds,thegroupoffivewatchedasseveralaggressive-

lookingpeoplebeganridingtheirhorsespastthecity’sgates!Haditnotbeenfortheirquickreactions,

they’dsurelyhaveendedupgettingtrampledbythosehorses!

Staringattheriders,eachofthemseemedtohaveimmenselymurderousauraswhichonlyservedto

amplifyhowdemonicthosepeoplewere.Whileterrifying,itcertainlysetupthepremisethatthey

weren’tordinarypeoplewhocouldbetrifledwith.

Regardless,thefactthattheyhadjustbarelyavoidedgettinghurtpromptedZeligtoscowl,“Whothe

hellwerethosebrutes?!”

Uponhearingthatquestion,Rayinstantlyreplied,“They’refromtheHulkeroicUnion!”



AseveryoneturnedtolookatRay—unsurehowheevenknewaboutsuchagroup—Geraldcouldn’t

helpbutask,“TheHulkeroicUnion…?”

UnderstandingthatGeraldandtheotherswouldn’tknowabouttheHulkeroicUnionsincetheywere

newtotheLeicomContinent,Raythenexplained,“They’reapowerfulforcewithinDragonbloodCity…”

“…Isee.Callitagutfeeling,butIfeelliketheyaren’tverynicepeople!”repliedGeraldinadecisivetone.

Reisimplyshruggedwithoutsayinganotherword,hissilenceaclearsignthatwhatGeraldhadstated

wasright.

Trueenough,theHulkeroicUnionwasinfamousfordoingallkindsofoutrageousandlawbreaking

activitieswithinDragonbloodCity.Thefactthattheforcewassostrongonlyservedtomakeits

membersmoreviolentduringtheirrampantactsofsavagery.

Withthatinmind,localsofthecityknewthatitwasbesttojuststayawayfromthem.Afterall,

offendingthemwouldonlybringunnecessarytroubletothemselves…

Eitherway,thegroupthencontinuedstrollingaroundDragonbloodCity.Thecity,forone,wasvastly

differentcomparedtotheareaaroundLeicomAcademy…

Astheywerewalkingon,thegroupsuddenlyheardawomanscreaming!

Afterexchangingglanceswitheachother,allfiveofthemthenhurriedovertothesourceofthesound…

Bythetimetheygotthere,theywitnessedfourmendraggingayoungwomanintoanalleyway!Someof

themhadevenbeguntearingherclothesoff!Tothinkthatsuchheinousactivitieswouldoccur,evenin

broaddaylight!



Duringtimeslikethese,someoneneededtoplaytheroleofawhiteknight.Thankfullyenough,Gerald

wasbestatdoingthat.

Withthat,thegroupimmediatelychargedintothealleywaytogether…

Bythetimetheygottothemouthofthealley,thegroupwasjustintimetoseethefourmenshredding

thewoman’sclothestobits!Whatsavages!

Witnessingthat,everyonewasinstantlyinfuriated!

Geraldhatedsuchpeoplewithapassion,andhecouldn’thelpbutpointattheassailantsbeforeroaring,

“Ceasethatatonce!”

UponhearingGerald’sshouts,themensimplyraisedtheirbrowsastheyturnedtoglareattheyouth.

“Scram,youmeddlesomebrat!Thisdoesn’tconcernyou!”scowledoneofthemen.

“YoubetterdoashesaysorI’llendyouwithasingleslice!”growledanotherasheunsheathedhislong

swordtoscareGeraldandhispartymembersaway.

“Youb*stardsaredoingsuchheinouscrimesagainstthiswomaninbroaddaylight!It’dbeasintonot

takecareofscumlikeyou!”retortedGerald,hisexpressioncontortedbyhisfury.

“What’sthat?Idon’tthinkyouknowwhoyou’redealingwith,kid!We’refromtheHulkeroicUnion,you

know?!Offendusanymoreandyouwon’tbeleavingthiscityalive!”scoffedthemanwieldingthesword.

Sneeringinresponse,Geraldsimplyrebuked,“Whoyouaredoesn’tmattertome!I’monlygoingto



warnyouoncesolistenup!Ifyouknowwhat’sbestforyou,releasethatwoman!Otherwise,don’t

blamemeforyourdeaths!”

SeeinghowunafraidanddaringGeraldwas,thefourassailantsweregreatlyinfuriated.Tothinkthatthis

youngmanwouldactuallydaretothreatenthem!Hewasn’tevenintimidatedbythefactthattheywere

partoftheHulkeroicUnion!

“D*mnthisrudekid!Fine,ifyouwanttodiesomuch,beourguest!”roaredanothermanfromthat

groupastheotherthreedrewtheirlongswordsaswell!

AsthegroupoffourchargedstraightforGerald’sgroup,Geraldcalmlyturnedtofacehisownparty

beforeinstructing,“Don’tmoveamuscle.I’mdealingwiththempersonally!”

Hispartynaturallydidn’thaveanyobjectionstothat.Afterall,theyeachknewhowstronghewas.The

opposingpartywasgoingtobeapieceofcakeforhim.

Followingthat,NoriandtheotherswereabletocatchamomentaryglimpseofhowfrigidGerald’sgaze

becameasheturnedbacktofacetheincomingattackers.

Notevenmakingamoveuntiltheywereinchesawayfromhim,Geraldsimplywaitedpatientlyforthem

toswingtheirswords…Butwhentheirbladescamedown,Geraldwasnolongerbeforethem!

Utterlyshockedbythat,theywerejustabouttostartlookingforhimwhenGeraldsuddenlyreappeared

behindthem!However,thistime,Geraldalreadyhadhisaurabladedrawn!

Withaswiftswipe,therewasmomentarysilence…andthenextthingeveryoneknew,bloodwas

alreadygushingoutofthefourassailants’exposednecks!

Withasinglemove,Geraldhaddecapitatedallfourofthemwithbarelyanyeffortneeded.SinceGerald

hadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,therewassimplytoolargeagapbetweentheirstrengthlevels…



Regardless,nowthatthescumwasdealtwith,Geraldwalkedovertotheyoungwomanbeforehelping

herup.Retrievingacoatfromhisstoragering,hethenplaceditonher.

NowfeelingmuchwarmerandpleasedwithhowconsiderateGeraldwasbeing,thewomanwas

compelledtodeclare,“T-thankyou,mybenefactor…!I…Idon’thavemuchtooffer,butI’mwillingto

followyoutilltheendsoftheearth!”

Uponhearingthatshewaswillingtobeunderhim,Geraldsimplyrevealedagentlesmilebefore

replying,“There’snoneedforallthat.Ifyoureallywishtothankme,thenbemorecarefulfromnowon.

Also,takethesegoldcoins.Makesureyouleavethisplacesafelywiththem!”

Aftersayingthat,Geraldthentookahandfulofgoldcoinsfromhisstorageringbeforehandingthemto

thewoman.Oncethatwassaid,Gerladandtheothersthenturnedtoleave…

Staringastheyslowlywalkedoffinthedistance,itwasquiteawhilelaterbeforethewomanclutched

thegoldcoinsinherhandsbeforeleavingaswell.

Fastforwardtoevening,Geraldandtheothershadmanagedtofindasuitablehoteltostaythenightin.

Sinceallfiveofthemweregoingtosharearoomtonight,everyonebeganrelaxingoncetheyweredone

unpacking.

Afterashortwhile,Ray—whowassittingononeofthebedsbythispoint—couldn’thelpbutsay,

“…Honestly,Mr.Crawford,IthinkweshouldleaveDragonbloodCityassoonaspossible.Afterall,the

HulkeroicUnionisdefinitelycomingafterourheadsafterwhatwe’vedone!”

SincetheHulkeroicUnionwassopowerfulinDragonbloodCity,itwasonlynaturalthattheywould

quicklyrealizethatfouroftheirdiscipleshadbeenslaughtered,anditwasexactlybecauseofthatthat

Raywassoworried.



Understandingthatitwouldbedisadvantageousforthemtolingertoolongwithinenemyterritory,

Geraldthennoddedashereplied,“Iseeyourpoint.We’lljuststayhereforthenightandleavethecity

earlytomorrowmorningthen!”

Geraldhimselfdidn’twanttowastetoomuchtimeandenergyontheHulkeroicUnion.Afterall,getting

entangledwiththatgroupwouldcertainlydelayhisimportantmission.Withthatinmind,thesooner

theyleftthisplace,thebettertheirchancesofavoidingtrouble.

Atthatmoment,theshatteringofglasscouldbeheardwithintheHulkeroicUnion’slair…

ThesoundhadstemmedfromanowshatteredteacupthathadbeenthrowntothegroundbyTiger

Layfield,themasteroftheHulkeroicUnion.

Glaringattheporcelainshardslyingatopthespilledtea,Tigergrittedhisteethbeforeferallyroaring,

“Howdaretheykillfourdisciplesofmyunion!I’mnotlettingthemoffifit’sthelastthingIdo!”

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,thepersoninchargeofkillingourmenisratheryoung!Healsohasfour

companionswithhim!Ifmysourcesarecorrect,thentheyshouldstillbeinDragonbloodCity!”reported

ascarfedmanwhowentbyXuioCurticeashelookedatTiger.Hewasthesecondmasterofthe

HulkeroicUnion.

Uponhearingthat,Tigerthengrowled,“Isee!Sendourmenoutimmediatelytosearcheverycornerof

DragonbloodCity!Iwanttheculpritsbroughtbacktome,deadoralive!Nobodymesseswiththe

HulkeroicUnionandgetsawaywithit!”

NoneinthecityhadeverdaredtopissoffthosefromtheHulkeroicUnion.Nowthatfouroftheunion’s

discipleshadbeenmurdered,itdefinitelyfeltlikeadirectchallengeofauthority,atleasttoTiger.It

certainlyexplainedwhyhewassoangered.

Whateverthecasewas,XuiofoundnoissuewithTiger’scommand.Heknewbetterthantofurtherpiss



offthealreadyfuriousTiger.Withthatinmind,hethenrespectfullyexcusedhimselfbeforeleavingthe

hall.Thenightwasdefinitelygoingtobeachaoticone…

Aftergatheringseveraloftheunion’smen,XuioledallofthemaroundDragonbloodCity.Ridingatop

horsestohastentheirhunt,themensearchedeveryhouseholdfromtoptobottom,withorwithout

permissionfromtheresidentslivingthere.

Witheverycornerofthecitybrightlylit,thelocalsweren’ttheonlyonesaffectedbythechaos.

Outsidersofthecity,inparticular,weremercilesslyinterrogatedandmistreatedbythosefromthe

HulkeroicUnion.TheyweregoingtofindGeraldandhispartynomatterwhat!

Duetoallthehullabaloooutside,Geraldandtheothers—whowerealreadyasleepintheirroombythis

point—werenaturallyawoken.

Peekingoutthewindow,Raywasimmediatelygreetedbythesightofagroupofpeoplethoroughly

inspectingthearea.

NoticinghowpaleRayhadgone,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“What’swrong?”

“I-it’sthepeopleoftheHulkeroicUnion…!They’remostprobablyhereforyou!”repliedRayashe

turnedtofaceGerald.

“H-huh…?Then…Whatshouldwedonow…?”UponseeinghowworriedNoriwaswhensheaskedthat

question,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.TothinkthatthosefromtheHulkeroicUnionwouldbethis

quicktoact.

Afterabriefpause,Geraldthenobeyed,“…Packup.We’reheadinguptotherooffornow!”

Uponhearingthat,theothersquicklydidastheywereinstructed.Shortlyafter,allfiveofthemthen

leapedontotherooffromthehotel’swindow.Theplannowwastoliedownthereandobservehowthe



situationplayedout…

ItwasbarelyevensecondsaftertheyhadgottenontotheroofwhenXuioandhismenbeganbarging

intothehotel.

Afterinterrogatingthehotel’sowner,Xuiolearnedthattheonestheywerehuntingforwerehere.With

that,XuioinstantlyorderedthehotelownertoleadthemtoGerald’sroom.

Uponarrivingatthedoor,Xuiokickeditopenwithaloud‘bang’beforeinstructinghismentorushin!

However,theyquicklyrealizedthattheroomwasdeserted!

Raisingabrow,Xuiothenglaredatthehotelownerbeforegrowling,“Wherearethey?Yousaidthey

werestayingthenighthere,didn’tyou?”

“I-Ihavenoidea!Thefiveofthemreallyarestayinginthisroom…!Iassureyouthatnoneofthemleft

throughthefrontdooreither,Mr.Curtice!Please,believeme!”whimperedthehotelownerashe

lookedfearfullyatXuio.

Seeinghowterrifiedthehotelownerwas,Xuiowasprettysurethathewouldn’tdarelietohim.

Noticingtheopenwindow,hethenlookedoutbeforeshouting,“…Theymusthaveescapedthroughthe

window!Wemustpursuethemimmediately!”

Withthat,Xuioandhismenrushedoutandquicklyrodetheirhorsesawayfromthehotel.

Unfortunatelyforthem,Geraldandhispartyhadneverleftthehotel.Theywereontheroofthisentire

time!

AftermakingsurethatXuioandhismenhadleft,Geraldandtheothersthencamedownfromtheroof



andre-enteredtheirroomthroughthewindow.

Thesecondtheygotinside,theysawthehotelownerstandingthereinadaze.

Surprisedtoseethehotelownerinsuchaterrifiedstate,Geraldwasinstantlypromptedtowalkoverto

him.

However,thesecondthehotelownersawhimclosingin,hequicklytookafewstepsbackbefore

runningovertoacornerandcurlingupbeforewhimpering,“P-pleasesir…!Pleasedon’tkillme!Idon’t

knowanything!”

“…Kill?Boss,I’mthinkingofnosuchthing!Iwasjustwalkingtowardyoutotellyounottotellanyone

elsethatwe’restillhere!Also,takethis.Considerittobeextracompensation!”repliedGeraldashe

tookoutahandfulofgoldcoinsbeforehandingthemtothehotelowner.

Asthesayingwent,themostdangerousplaceswereusuallyalsothesafest,andthatsayingdefinitely

appliednow.SinceXuiohadalreadyraidedtheplace,heandhismendefinitelydidn’thaveanyreason

toreturn.Withthatinmind,Geraldandhispartycouldcontinuehidinghere,atleastforthemoment.

Regardless,afterrealizingthatGeraldwasn’tafterhislife,thehotelownergladlyagreedwithhiswish.

SeeingthatGeraldwasevenhandinghimsuchalargesumofmoney,thatprettymuchsealedthedeal

thathewasn’tgoingtobemakingthingsdifficultforGeraldanytimesoon.

Afterthehotelownerleft,Geraldandhispartythenremainedhidingthereforanentireday.

Itwasonlyaftertheupheavaldieddownontheseconddaywhenthegroupoffivedaredtoleavethe

hotel…

Thesecondtheydid,however,theywereinstantlygreetedbyafemalevoicecallingout,“My

benefactor!”



Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,thegrouprealizedthatitwasthewomanGeraldhadsavedthe

otherday!

“Whyareyoustillinthecity?”askedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

“Puttingthataside,Iknowyou’reintrouble,benefactor!Withthatinmind,pleasecomewithme!I’ll

leadyoutoasafeplacewheretheydefinitelywon’tbeabletofindyou!”repliedthewomanwitha

seriousexpressiononherface.

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,allofthemappearedtounanimouslybelieveinher.Withthatin

mind,thepartyoffivethenbeganfollowingherlead…

Afterwalkingforquiteawhile,thepartysuddenlyheardsomeonecallout,“Hmm?Ifitisn’tMissZorn!”

Uponhearingthat,allsixofthemstoppedintheirtracksbeforeturningtolookatwhohadsaidthat…

“…Oh,it’syou.TowhatdoIowethispleasure,youngmasteroftheWroefamily?”repliedthewoman

withasnort.

Justfromherreplyalone,itwasevidentthatshedidn’thaveagoodimpressionoftheyouth.Geraldand

theothersdidn’thaveahardtimeimaginingwhy.Afterall,asingleglancewasallittookforthemto

registerthathewasahedonisticchildwhohadrichparents.

TheyouthwentbyQuaanWroe,andjustasthewomanhadsaid,hewastheyoungmasteroftheWroe

family.TheWroesthemselveswerefamousfortheirstrength,particularlywithinDragonbloodCity.

FromwhatGeraldcouldsee,QuaanhadalreadyenteredtheThird-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm,

whichdefinitelyprovedthattheWroefamily’sstrengthwasnoexaggeration.



“Oh,don’tbesocold,MissZorn!Regardless,Iheardthatyoureldersisterwasdefeatedinthatmartial

artscompetition.IguessthatjustshowshowincapabletheZornsarenow!Addingthattothefactthat

youdon’tevenpossessanymartialartsskills,Iguessit’sfairtosaythatyou’rethemosthumiliating

aspectofyourfamily!”mockedQuaan,hiswordsfilledwithcontempt.

Thewoman’struenamewasMeilaniZorn,andshewastheseconddaughterintheZornfamily.Asfor

hersister,shewentbyJuno,andshehadgottentotheSecond-soul-rankintheSageRealm.

TruetoQuuan’swords,Meilanididn’thaveanymartialartsskills.Asaresult,herfamilyneverhada

goodimpressionofher,causinghersistertousuallybetheprioritizedonebetweenthetwo.

“Itappearsthatmysisterhasn’ttaughtyoualessonforabittoolong,seeingthatyou’refreeenoughto

waitaroundjustforthesakeofmockingme!”grumbledMeilaniassheglaredatthecockyperson.

Laughinginresponse,Quaanthenreplied,“Youmisunderstandme,Meilani!WhyonearthwouldImock

you?No,I’mjustheretoaskwhodefeatedyoureldersister!Youknow,justincaseIbumpintothemon

thestreets!IfIdo,I’llsurelydoyoursisterjusticebyteachingthemagoodlesson!”

SeeinghowshamelesslyQuaanwasbragging,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinhismind.Hownaïve

andamusingforapersonwho’sonlyintheThird-soul-rankoftheSageRealmtobethiscocky!

“…Hmm?Youaren’tpullingmylegareyou?”askedMeilani,hermoodswitchingfromgrumpytocurious

inaflash.Ifonepaidcloseenoughattention,theywouldbeabletoseethegearsinMeilani’shead

grinding…

“Butofcourse!I’mamanofmyword,afterall!IfIevercatchthatperson,they’reasgoodasdead!”

repliedQuaanconfidentlyashepattedhischestbeforeMeilani.

Uponhearingthat,MeilaniturnedtolookatGeraldforamoment…beforefinallysaying,“Well,ifyou

sayso!Thepersonyou’relookingforisrighthere!”



WatchingasMeilanithenpointedatGerald,Quaanfoundhimselfmomentarilystupefied.Tothinkthat

apersonasunnoteworthy-lookingasGeraldwouldbetheculprit!

Geraldhimselfwasequallyasstunnedashethought,‘Whothehellevenishersister?Don’tusemeas

anexcuse!’

“You’rekidding,right,Meilani?Asifthisscrawnyguycouldeverbeatyoursister!”repliedQuaanashe

brieflylookedatGeraldratherdisdainfullybeforeturningbacktolookatMeilani.

“AsifI’djokeaboutsuchaseriousmatter!Though,seeinghowhesitantyou’rebeing,Iwonderifyou’re

justafraid…”tauntedMeilani.

Beingasnaïveashewas,Quaaninstantlytookthebait.Grumblingangrily,Quaanthenpointedat

Geraldbeforeyelling,“Youandme,one-on-one!Doyouacceptmychallenge?!”

“Yousure?”askedGeraldinacasualtone.

“Ofcourse,Iam!Unlessyou’retoochickentoaccept!”scoffedQuaan.

“Ohno,I’mjustworriedthatyou’llloseabittooterriblyforyourtaste!”repliedGeraldcalmlyina

confidenttone.

Still,tothinkthatMeilaniwouldactuallygivehimtrouble…Thewaythingsweregoing,itwasclearthat

hewouldn’tbeabletoeasilywalkoutofthisanyway.

BeforeGeraldcouldsayanythingelse,Meilanisecretlywinkedathimbeforewhispering,“Pleaseteach

himalessonforme,Gerald!Thisguyjustlovespesteringme!”



“AllowmetoremindyouthatI’mnotyourhiredthug!”

“I’msorryifImadeitsoundthatway,butplease,pleasehelpmeout…!Don’tworry,ifanything

happens,I’llbesuretotakeresponsibilityforit!”pleadedMeilaniasshemadepuppydogeyes.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldonlysighasheagreedtoherrequest.

“Heykid,youmust’vecheatedtodefeatJuno,right?Youcouldn’tpossiblyhavetakenherdownanyway

else!Withthatinmind,Ihopeyou’rereadytoreceiveagoodpummelling!”scoffedQuaanashe

pointedconfidentlyatGerald.

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,Quaanbegandashingtowardhim!

However,QuaanwassopitifullyslowthatGeraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelsorryforhim.Comparedto

Meilani—whodidn’tevenhaveanymartialartstraining—,Quaanwasprobablyhalfasslowasshewas!

NowseeingtheunderwhelmingextentofQuaan’sstrength,Geraldfeltthatitwasdisdainfultoeven

makeamoveonthecockyyouth.Evenso,sincethingshadcometothis,hestillneededtodefeat

Quaanintheend.

Whilehedidfeelslightlysorryfortheweakling,Geraldwasn’tagainsttheideaofhavingabitoffun

withQuaanfirstbeforedefeatinghim.

Regardless,GeraldeasilydodgedQuaan’spunchjustbymovingslightlytotheside.

Seeingthathisattackmissed,Quaaninstantlyrespondedwithaclawingattack!

Naturally,Geraldwasquicktorespond,andheraisedhisarmtoblockQuaan’sattack!



WhenQuaan’sattackmanagedtoshredGerald’ssleevetopieces,Geraldfoundhimselfslightly

surprised.Uponcloserinspection,theattackappearedtobetheDragonClaw…Soevensomeonelike

Quaanwasabletousethattechnique!

“Notbad…So,you’vemasteredtheDragonClawattack!Nowthingsaregettingslightlyinteresting!”

saidGeraldashetookastepbackwhilelookingatQuaanwithadevilishsmile.

“So,thisistheextentofyourpower,kid?Hah!IreallyhavenocluehowyouevenmanagedtotakeJuno

down!”scoffedQuaaninreturn,stillbrimmingwithconfidence.Afterall,tohim,Geraldhadnowayof

fightingbackatall.

Meilani,ontheotherhand,knewexactlywhatwasgoingoninGerald’smind.Standingattheside,she

couldeasilytellthatGeraldwassimplytoyingaroundwithQuaan.WithhowstrongGeraldwas,using

actualskillsonQuaanwouldonlybeawasteofenergy!

“Now,now,youhaven’tevendefeatedmeyet!Tillyoudo,don’tyouthinkit’sabitshamelesstobeso

overconfident?”retortedGerald,notevenfindingtheneedtobeangrytowardsuchaweakperson.

“Hah!Fine,then!Herecomesyourfinishingblow!”declaredQuaanbeforeleapingandaimingakick

rightforGerald!

Inresponse,however,thecalmGeraldsimplykickedtheincomingyouthrightintheside!

Unabletoevenblocktheattackintime,Quaanfoundhimselfflyingseveraldozenfeetaway!

Hittingthegroundextremelyforcefully,Quaancouldn’tevenfindtheenergytocrawlbackup.Thatjust

showedhowtrulypowerfulGerald’ssimplekickhadbeen…



ThedelightedMeilanicouldn’thelpbutsmilewhenshesawQuaangettingdestroyedlikethat.Toher,

hewasfinallyreapingwhathesowed,andhedeservedallthathadjusthappenedtohim.

Regardless,whathappenedtohimnextwasoflittleconcerntoher.Withthatinmind,Meilanithenled

Geraldandtheothersawayfromthere…

Itwasn’ttoolongaftertheyleftwhenQuaan—whohadfaintedfromallthepain—slowlyregainedhis

consciousness…

Uponcrawlingtohisknees,heinstantlyplacedhishandagainsthischestwhenhefeltanacutepain

there!Itappearedthathehadsufferedsomeinternalinjuries…

LookingaroundtoseewhereMeilaniandGeraldwere,hequicklyrealizedthattheywerelonggone.

Withanothersurgeofexcruciatingpain,Quaanwasunabletoremainconsciousandendedupflopping

tothegroundagain,completelydevoidofenergy…

Shortlyafter,GeraldandhispartyarrivedattheZornfamily’sresidenceunderMeilani’sguide.

“Ican’tbelievehowmeanyouwereearlier,Gerald!Youcould’veclearlytakenhimoutmuchearlierbut

youmadesuretohumiliatehimfirst!”teasedMeilani.

“Wellexcuseme,princess…You’retheonewhoputmeinthatpositioninthefirstplace!Ican’tjustend

aduelwithinseconds!Also,whilewe’reonthetopic,don’tusemetogetthingsdoneeveragain…”

grumbledGeraldslightlyawkwardly.

HeparticularlymadesuretomakethisclearsothatMeilaniwouldn’tkeepdoingthesamething.After

all,ifshecontinuedusinghimlikeshejusthad,thenGeraldwasfairlycertainthatitwouldn’ttakeher

longtolandhiminevenmoretroublesomeaffairs.

AsidefromtheHulkeroicUnion,henowhadQuaanasanenemyaswell.Geraldwassimplyfacing



dilemmaafterdilemma…

Eitherway,afterhearingthat,Meilaniquicklynoddedbeforereplying,“Gotit!Don’tworry,Ijust

wantedtogetridofhimearlier!Ipromisethattherewon’tbeanothertime!”

Honestly,shewasalreadyverypleasedthatGeraldwaswillingtohelpherteachQuaanalessoninthe

firstplace.

Regardless,whileGeraldandtheotherswerenowattheZornfamily’sresidence,Quaanhimselfwas

soonfoundbythoseunderhim.AfterbeingcarriedtotheWroefamily’sresidence,itwasquicklymade

evidentthatQuaan’smartialartsskillshadbeensealed.Withevenhismotorfunctionsinshambles,

Quaanwasunabletomoveonhisownanymore…

Fastforwardtoafewdayslater,threeelderlymendonninglongrobescouldbeseenstandingaround

Quaan’sbedinthedeadofnight…

QuaanhadremainedlyinginbedeversincehisduelwithGeraldruinedhim.Thefactthatheneeded

helpfromhisservantstodoeventhemostbasicofdailyactivitiessuchasdrinking,eating,andeven

usingthewashroom,broughtimmensehumiliationtohim.

Evenso,QuidWroewasn’thesitantintheslightesttospendmassiveamountsofmoneytocurehisson.

Withthatinmind,hehadpaidnosmallsumtohirethethreeoldmenfromGlenpawaMountain—who

eachhadextraordinarymartialartsskills—tohopefullyhelphissonrecover…

Eitherway,aftersittingbyQuaan’ssideforawhiletocheckhiscondition,oneoftheelderlymen

eventuallysaid,“…Hmm…YoungMasterWroe’sconditionisreallyserious!”

“Howseriousarewetalkingabouthere,Mr.Quarles?”askedQuidinaworriedtone.

AsQuidhadstated,theoldpersonwentbyLidornQuarles,andhehadalreadyenteredtheThirdrankin



theAvatarRealm.

“Extremely,MasterWroe.Afterall,fromtheinjuriessustainedalone,Icanalreadytellthattheperson

whodidthistohimwasimmenselystrong.Theassailant’sattackwasbothfierceanddecisive,andwith

howmuchdamagethatprecisestrikedid,I’mafraiditwon’tbeeasytocuretheyoungmaster,”replied

Lidornasheshookhisheadandsighedinresignation.

Uponhearingthat,Quidcouldn’thelpbutfrownasangersurgedthroughhim.

Well,thiswasjustperfect!Nowthatheknewthattheassailantwasimmenselypowerful,Quid

definitelywasn’tgoingtobeabletotakerevengeonhisson’sbehalf!

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthattheZornsweretheonlytruerivalsoftheWroefamilyinDragonbloodCity.

Withhisson’sconditionlikethis,fallingoutwiththeZornswasthelastthinghewantedatthemoment.

However,QuidhadpaidcloseattentiontoLidorn’schoiceofwordsearlier.Hopingforasilverlining,he

thenasked,“…Yousaidcuringhimwouldbedifficult…However,thatmeanshecanstillbecured,

correct?”

Hearingthat,LidornturnedtolookatQuidbeforenoddingslowly…“Indeed.Whilecuringaperson

whosemartialartsskillshavebeenannihilatedhasbeenimmenselydifficultfromthedawnoftime,

thereisawaytogetitdone…Yoursoncandefinitelybehealedifwemanagetoobtainanancient

secretmedicinecalledtheGuddegella!Oncetheyoungmasteringestsit,he’llsurelybeabletoregain

theabilitytousemartialarts!”explainedQuid.

“AndhowdoIobtainthismedicine?”askedQuideagerly.

Ofcourse,obtainingsuchpreciousmedicinewasnevergoingtobeeasy.

“Well,accordingtothelegend,theGuddegellacanbefoundatthecrisscrossofvastriversandstreams



intheTreholmHighlands.Withthatsaid,it’snoteasilyobtained.Asproofofthat,theGuddegellahas

onlybeensuccessfullyacquiredtwicethroughouthistory!”repliedLidorn.

Whilethatwascertainlydishearteningtohear,itwasbetterthanhavingnocureatall.Attheveryleast

thereexistedachanceforhissontofunctionnormallyagain…

“Don’tyouworry,Mr.Quarles!I’lldefinitelyobtaintheGuddegellaonewayoranother!”declaredQuid

asheconfidentlylookedatLidorn.

“Verywell,then.Speakingofwhich,IwonderifthepersonwhowoundedYoungMasterWroeisstill

withinDragobloodCity…Sincewe’renowhereanyway,wemayaswellseekrevengeonbehalfofyour

son!”saidLidorn.

SinceQuidhadpaidthemsowell,theleasttheycoulddowasseekrevengeforhisson’sbehalf.

Naturally,Quidwasinstantlyoverjoyedtohearthat.Geraldandhispartyweredefinitelygoingtomeet

aterribleendnowthatthesethreeweresteppingin!

Evenso,Quidwaspromptedtosay,“…Areyousure,Mr.Quarles?Yousaidityourselfthatthekidwas

extremelystrong!”

Laughinginresponse,Lidornthenconfidentlyreplied,“Worrynot.Withourpowerscombined,thethree

ofuswilldefinitelybeabletotakehimon!Now,withoutfurtherado,we’llbeonourwaytoseek

revengeonbehalfofYoungMasterWroe!Tillwemeetagain!”

BeforeQuidcouldevenreply,allthreeoftheelderlymenhadalreadyleapedintotheshadows,their

destinationtheWroefamily’sresidence…

Meanwhile,GeraldandMeilaniweresittinginthebackgardenoftheWroefamily’shome.Meilani

herselfseemedparticularlyhappytobeabletositandtalkidlylikethiswithGerald.Afterall,shehad



starteddevelopingfeelingsforhimeversincehesavedher…

Regardless,GeraldandhispartymembershadremainedsafewiththeZornfamily’sresidencethisentire

timesinceMeilani’sfamilywasquiteinfluentialandpowerfulwithinDragonbloodCity.Withthatin

mind,nobodydaredtobehaverashlytowardtheminfearofoffendingtheZorns.

Eitherway,asMeilanicontinuedtalkinghappily,Gerald’skeensensessuddenlydetectedaswordbeing

throwntowardthem!

“Careful!”shoutedGeraldasheimmediatelytuggedMeilanitowardhim,allowingbothofthemto

dodgetheincomingsword!

Staringattheswordthatwasnowlodgedintheground,bothoftheminstantlygrewvigilant.

Astheywerescanningthearea,theduowitnessedasthreepeopledonninggreyrobesleapedoverthe

fencebeforelandingrightinfrontofGeraldandMeilani.

GlaringatGerald,Lidornshouted,“I’mfinishingyouofftoday,kid!”

“Whoevenareyou?Idon’trememberbearinganygrudgesagainstyou!What’syourpurposeofkilling

me?”retortedGeraldashefrowned.

“Cutthecr*pandjustgiveupyourlifealready!”scoffedLidornashesnorted,unwillingtorevealhis

identity…“Goseekshelter,Meilani!I’lldealwiththem!”instructedGerald.

UnderstandingthatstayingherewouldonlygiveGeraldmoretrouble—sinceshedidn’tknowany

martialarts—,Meilanisimplynoddedbeforerunningoff.Attheveryleast,shecouldlookforhelp…

Oncehewassurethatshehadleft,Geraldturnedtolookatthethreeelderlymenagain…andwiththat,



theirbattlecommenced!

FacinganonslaughtofattacksfromthreepeoplewhohadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,itquickly

becameincreasinglystrenuousforGeraldtodealwiththem.Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldonlystall

fortimeandlookforgapsforhimtostrike…

Eventually,however,threeononewasalittletoomuchforhim,andLidornfinallymanagedtolanda

blowonGerald!

Uponimpact,Geraldwasinstantlyflungbackwardasbloodspurtedoutofhismouth!Landinghardon

theground,GeraldwaswellawarethatLidorn’sstrikehadundoubtedlycausedmassivedamagetohis

innerbreathingshield.

StaringatGerald’spatheticstate,Lidornthensneered,“Tothinkthatyou’vemanagedtoenterthe

AvatarRealmatyourage,kid!Whileyoutrulyareamartialartsgenius,you’veunfortunatelyoffended

someoneyoushouldn’thave!Withthatsaid,it’sapity,butyourlifeendstoday!”

Lidornreallymeantitwhenhesaidthat.Afterall,fewwereabletoentertheAvatarRealmatGerald’s

age.Thosewhomadeittothisrealmwereusuallyelderswhohadtrainedhardformany,manyyears…

Whatapitythatthismartialartsgeniushadtogo…

Shakingthethoughtoff,Lidornthenraisedhissword,aimingitatGerald…

Uponseeingthat,Geraldknewhewasdonefor.Withthat,hesimplyclosedhiseyestight,awaiting

death.

However,justsecondsbeforetheswordpiercedhisheart,Geraldsuddenlyrememberedthesilkbag

thatSumeruhadgivenhim.Withthat,heimmediatelygrabbedthesilkbagandopenedit!

ImmediatelyafterGeralddidthat,thebagreleasedagoldenlightthatlituptheentirebackgarden!Due



tohowblindingitwas,Lidornandtheothertwoelderswereforcedtobackawayalittlesincethey

couldn’tseeathing.

Thenextthingeveryoneknew,afigurecouldbeseenleapingofftheroof…andlandingrightbetween

thetwoparties.

BeforeLidorncouldevenreact,hewasgreetedbyaswiftforcepalmfromthefigure!

WatchingasLidornflewbackward,Geraldwasoverjoyedwhenherealizedthatthepersonbeforehim

wasnoneotherthanSumeru!

“M-master…!”calledoutGeraldinaweakvoicebeforefinallyblackingout.

Seeingtheterriblestatehisbelovedstudentwasin,Sumeruwasinstantlyinfuriated!

Leapingbacktohisinitialposition,LidornthenglaredatSumerubeforescoffing,“I’massumingyou’re

thatkid’smaster!Sinceyou’vedecidedtostepin,we’lljustgetridofyoufirst!”

Withthatsaid,allthreeofthembeganchargingtowardSumeru!

Sumeru,however,didn’tbudgefromhisspot.Instead,hesimplystoodthereextremelycalmlyashe

unsheathedhissword…

Andwithanexpressionlessface,hedrewtherestofhisbladeoutinaflashofaneye.Sumeru’sslash

wassofastthatLidornandhismendidn’tevenknowwhathehaddone…

Untiltheyfeltbloodtricklingdowntheirnecks.



EyeswidenedastheystaredatSumeru,allthreeofthemheldontotheirnecksbeforefinallyfalling

lifelesslytotheground…

Lyingintheslowlygrowingpuddleofblood,noneofthemcouldhaveanticipatedthatSumeruwouldbe

thisstrong…!Tothinkthatithadbarelytakenhimasecondtofinishthemoff!

Sumeruhimselfsimplygrowledatthethreecorpses.Theyneverhadachanceagainsthim…Itwas

aroundthenwhenMeilanireturnedtothescenetogetherwithNoriandtheothers.

UponrealizingthatGerald’smasterhadkilledoffthethreeelderlyassailants,Meilaniwasinstantly

shocked.Tothinkthathewasthispowerful…Havingsuchastrongmaster,itnowmadesensewhy

Geraldwasabletobeasstrongashecurrentlywas!

QuicklysnappingoutofitandreturningherattentiontoGerald,Meilanithenrushedovertotheinjured

youthwhilecallingout,“Gerald…!”

Callasshemight,Geraldwasalreadyunconscious…

Withthethreeoldmendealtwith,SumeruthensheathedhisswordbeforeheadingovertoGerald’s

sideandinspectinghiswounds.

“…Hisinnerbreathingstructureisinamess…Ineedtotreathimimmediately!”declaredSumeruafter

checkingforGerald’spulsethroughtheyouth’swrist.

Followingthat,heliftedGeraldinhisarmsandran—underMeilani’sguidance—allthewaytoGerald’s

room.

AfterplacingtheunconsciousGeraldonhisbed,Sumeruthenyelled,“Allofyou,getout!Don’tbother

measIcurehiswounds!”



ThoughMeilaniwantedtostay,intheend,shequicklygaveuptryingtoprotest.

AsMeilaniclosedthedoorbehindherandleanedagainstit—planningtowaittheretillGerald’smaster

wasdonecuringhim—,shewatchedasherfatherrushedtowardher.

“Whatonearthhappened,Meilani?”askedYeurquinZorninananxioustone.

“Threepowerfulpeoplesuddenlyattackedus,declaringthattheywantedtokillGerald!Whilehe’s

terriblyinjured,he’sthankfullystillalive!”explainedMeilaniwhilelookingatherfather.

“What?Howpreposterous!Tothinkthatsomeonewoulddarehurtourfamily’sbenefactor,andwithin

ourresidencenoless!Imustgettothebottomofthis!”growledYeurquin.

Whilehewasgreatlyangered,theprioritynowwasstilltoensurethatGerald’sinjurieswere

successfullycured.Meilaniwasevenmoreanxiousaboutthatthanhewas,andshetrulyhopedthat

Geraldwouldturnoutfineintheend…

“…Speakingofwhich,whereisGerald?Andwhat’shiscondition?”askedYeurquinashelookedathis

daughter.

“…Well…Gerald’smasteriscurrentlytreatinghisinjuries…”mumbledMeilanibeforedraggingher

fatheralittlefurtherfromthedoor.

Raisingaslightbrow,Yeurquincouldn’thelpbutask,“…What’swrong,Meilani?Whysosecretive?”

“W-well,yousee,Gerald’smasterisextremelypowerful!Fromhowcleanthecutswereonthecorpses,

it’sevidentthathekilledallthreeofthosemightyassailantswithasingleslash!”whisperedMeilanias

shelookedatherfatherinherbewilderment.



“…And?Isthatwhyyou’rebeingsosecretive?Mychild,you,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowstrong

Geraldis.Withthatinmind,hismastermustdefinitelybestrongerthanhim!”repliedYeurquinina

calmtone.

YeurquinhadcaughtaglimpseofSumeruearlier—asthedeanwasrushingtobringGeraldtohis

room—,andevenfromthatmoment,hecouldalreadytellthatSumeruwasanextraordinaryperson.

NowthatherealizedthatSumeruwasGerald’smaster,Yeurquinwasabletoconfirmthatassumption.

Tohim,Sumeruwasthekindofpersonwhowouldn’ttakeactionifotherscoulddoso.Afterall,asingle

movefromSumeruwouldcertainlyamazetheworld…

HistrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenheheardMeilaniask,“Say,doyouthinkGerald’smasterwould

takemeashisdiscipleaswell,dad…?”

Raisingabrow,Yeurquinthenretorted,“Asifhe’ddothat,Meilani!Youcan’tjustaskhimtobeyour

master!Besides,healreadyhasGeraldashisdisciple.Whatmakesyousosurehe’llevenwant

another?”

Hearingthat,Meilaniinstantlyzippedhermouth.WhileshealreadyknewthatbeingSumeru’sdisciple

wasnear-impossible,agirlcoulddream…

Atthatmoment,bothofthemheardadoorcreakingopen…Turningtofacethesound,theywatchedas

SumeruwalkedoutfromGerald’sroom…Seeingthat,bothYeurquinandMeilanihurriedovertohim.

“How’sGerald’scondition,master?”askedYeurquininaconcernedtone.

“He’sfinefornow,thoughhe’llneedtorecuperateproperlyforthenextfewdays.Untilthen,dotake

careofhim.WhileI’dlovetostay,Imustleavenowtodealwithsomeaffairs,”repliedSumerubefore

leapingoffanddisappearingalmostinstantaneously.



WhileSumeruhadn’tspecifiedwhatexactlyheneededtodo,Yeurquinandhisdaughterhadahunch

thathewasgoingtoavengeGerald.

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemthenquicklyheadedintotheroomtocheckonGerald.

Sittingbyhisbed,theycouldn’thelpbutworrywhentheysawhowpaleandfeeblehenowlooked.

Afterall,hehadsufferedfromterribleinternalinjuries.

Thankfully,SumeruhadsuccessfullyrepairedGerald’sinternalbreathingshield,andtheonlyminor

drawbacktothisincidentwasthefactthatheneededafewdaystoproperlyrecuperate…

AlittlewhilelaterintheWroefamily’sresidence,Quidcouldbeseensittinganxiouslyasheawaitedthe

threeelders’return.

Shortlyafter,oneofthefamily’sbutlerscameburstinginwhilenervouslyshouting,“T-thisisbad,

master!Something’sterriblywrong!”

“Whatisit?Calmyourself!”retortedQuidasheglaredattheflusteredbutler.

“M-master…Mr.Quarlesandtheothertwoelders…they…they’redead…!”stutteredthequivering

butler.

“What?!”yelledQuid,momentarilystupefied.

Thethreeoldmenwereincrediblystrong!HowhadGeraldmanagedtotakeonthem…?!

Nowstartingtopanic,Quid—whowasstillindisbelief—waspromptedtoask,“…Areyoureallysureof



that?”

“Iswearonmylife,master!Sinceyoutoldmetokeepaneyeontheirprogress,Iwasabletowitnessall

threeofthemgettingdecapitatedinasingleslash!”repliedtheterrifiedbutlerasherecalledwhathe

hadearlierwitnessed.

Uponhearingthat,Quid’sterrorinstantlybegansinkingin.IfthemurdererwasonGerald’sside…then

he’dsurelyfindoutsoonenoughthatQuidwastheoneorchestratingallthis!

Histrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenanexplosivesoundwassuddenlyheard!

Dodgingjustintimetoavoidgettingsquashedbyaflyingdoor,bothQuidandhisbutlercouldonlystare

wide-eyedatthefigurethathadjustappearedbeforethem…

Snappingoutofit,Quidinstantlyattemptedtocallforhisguards…onlytorealizethathecouldn’tmake

asound!

Placinghishandonhisneck,bothQuidandthebutlerquicklyrealizedthatastreamofbloodwas

alreadyflowingdowntheirnecks…

Andjustlikethat,thetwomenfloppedontoanencroachingpuddleoftheirownblood,dead.

Nowthatbothofthemweredealtwith,thefiguremadeanotherleapbeforevanishingwithoutatrace…

BythetimetheotherWroesgottothescene,theywereinstantlygreetedbythesightofQuidandthe

butler’scorpseslyinginapooloftheirownblood…Naturally,thiscausedamajoruproaramongthe

Wroefamilymembers,andtheladyoftheWroefamilyevenblackedout.

FortheWroes,itwasanightofchaosandgreatconfusion…WhenGeraldawokethenextday,hewas



greetedbythesightofhismaster—whohadhiseyesclosed—sittingbyhisbed.

Attemptingtogetup,Geraldimmediatelyrealizedthathisentirebodywasaching…Hecouldn’tevensit

up!

Atthatmoment,Sumerusuddenlyopenedhiseyes.RealizingthatGeraldhadregainedconsciousness,

heinstantlysmiledashesaid,“Gerald!You’reawake!”

“Master,I…”

“Don’tworry,you’llbefine.You’rejustsufferingfromsomeinternalinjuriesatthemoment.You’llbeas

fitasafiddlesoonenoughaslongasyourecuperateproperlyforthenextfewdays!”repliedSumeru

beforeGeraldwasevenabletofinishhisquestion.

Hearingthat,Geraldfellsilent…

Shortlyafter,knockingcouldbeheardfromhisroom’sdoor.

Walkingovertoopenit,SumerusawthatitwasMeilaniwhowasheretobringGeraldhisbreakfast.

Afterenteringtheroom,MeilaniplacedGerald’sbreakfastonhistablebeforeaskinginaconcerned

tone,“Howdoyoufeel,Gerald?Anydiscomfortanywhere…?”

Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforeweaklyreplying,“I’mfine…Ijustneedto

recuperateforawhile…”

SeeingthatMeilaniwasgoingtocareforGerald,Sumeruthenlefttheroom.



Uponseeingthat,Meilanithentookthechancetowhisper,“Say,Ihavesomegoodnews,Gerald!The

masteroftheWroefamilywaskilledinhisownhouseyesterday!”

Appearingmomentarilystunned,itwasmadeevidentthatGeraldhadn’texpectedsuchaneventto

happenoutoftheblue.

Ashortpauselater,Meilanithenadded,“…Also,youmaynotknowthis,butyourmasterwentoff

someplacelastnightto,‘attendtosomething’,ashesaid…”

RaisingaslightbrowasheponderedonMeilani’sobvioushint,Geraldstaredatherforawhilebefore

replying,“You…thinkmymasterdidit…?”

“Ifyouneedfurtherproof,IwentovertolookatQuid’scorpsetoday…Thegashinhisneckwassimilar

totheonesonthethreeeldersyourmasterkilledyesterday!”explainedMeilani.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldbeganthinking,‘Ifwhatshe’ssayingistrue,thenIguessmasterhasalready

avengedme…’

“…Well,eitherway,there’snoneedtoworrytoomuchaboutit,Gerald.Afterall,theWroesdon’tseem

toknowthatyourmasterwasbehindallthis.Whatmore,sincetheWroesattackedyouyesterday,their

familyprobablywon’tbetookeenonmakingthiseventpublic,”saidMeilani.

Aftersufferingtwomajorlossesforattemptingtooutwittheirenemy,theWroesweredefinitelygoing

toplayitmuchsaferafterthis…

Notlongafter,NoriandtherestofGerald’spartyenteredtheroomaswell.

Sittingbythefootofhisbed,theconcernedNoricouldn’thelpbutask,“Howareyoufeeling,Gerald…?”



AfterseeinghowterribleGerald’sstatewasthedaybefore,Norihadbeenfrightenedhalftodeath,

fearingthatGeraldwasn’tgoingtobeabletorecover.

“Don’tworry,I’mfeelingmuchbetternow!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“That’sgreattohear,Mr.Crawford!Dorestupinthenextfewdayssothatwecanresumeourjourney

onceyou’refullycured!”saidRay.

Inhiscurrentstate,therewasnowaythattheyweregoingtobeabletocontinuetheirjourneyattheir

initialrate.Withthatinmind,thebestcourseofactionnowwastowaitforGeraldtogetbetter.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldwentsilentforawhilebeforeeventuallyturningtolookathispartyand

asking,“Speakingofwhich,wheredidmastergo?”

“Ah,thedean’salreadyleft!Hetoldustotakegoodcareofyou,andhealsoinstructedustotellyou

thathe’sresolvedeverythingforyou.WiththeWroefamilycurrentlyindisarray,itwon’tbelongbefore

theyruinthemselves!”explainedRay.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldrestassured.Despitethegoodnews,however,therewasanagging

feelingwithinhim…

Thefactthathewasstillbeatenupthatterriblythedaybeforemeantthathestillwasn’tpowerful

enough…“Eitherway,makesureyourestupproperlyinthecomingdays!Youcanleavehandling

anythingelsetous!”addedNori.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldunderstoodthathedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoicebuttoobey.Withthat,

helaybackdowntorecuperate…

Earlyinthemorningafewdayslater,Juno—Meilani’seldersister—couldbeseenknockingonGerald’s

doorbeforeasking,“Gerald?Areyouawake…?”



Afterwaitingforquiteawhileandgettingnoresponse,Junocouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowasshe

openedthedoor…onlytofindthathewasn’teveninside!

‘Wherecouldhehavegone?Hecouldn’thavejustleft,couldhe?’Junothoughttoherselfin

bewilderment.

Frowningslightly,shehadanideaofwhereelseGeraldcouldpossiblybe…Withthatinmind,she

quicklyheadedtothebackgardentoseeifhewasthere.

Justasshehadthought,JunowasinstantlygreetedbythesightofGeraldandLeitQuerymeditatingon

stonebenchesuponarrivingatthebackgarden.Withtheireyesclosed,bothofthemappearedrather

content…

Rollinghereyes,Junocouldn’thelpbutsigh.Nowonderhisroomwasempty!Thetwohadwokenup

earlyinthemorningtotrainthemselves!

Afteraslightpause,JunothenwalkedovertoGerald’ssidebeforewhispering,“Gerald…!”

Hearinghisname,Geraldthenopenedhiseyesbeforesmilingashereplied,“Ah,YoungLadyZorn!

You’reupearly!Areyouheretotrainaswell?”

MomentarilydisregardingGerald’squestion,JunotookapeekatLeitwhowassittingbesidehim…

Seeingthathehadbarelymovedandtherewerelittletonochangesinhisexpressions,Junocouldonly

sigh.ShewaswellawarethatLeitwasn’tsomeonetobetrifledwith,andshewashonestlyslightlyafraid

thathewouldbeangeredsinceshehadcomelookingforGerald…

Regardless,whenhesensedJuno’sgazeonhim,Leitopenedaneyebeforegettingupandleaping



straightoutofthebackgarden…

Uponseeingthat,GeraldwasslightlypleasedbyLeit’sabilitytoreadthemood.HewassurethatLeit

hadonlyleftsincehedidn’twanttodisturbGeraldandJuno’smoment.

JunoherselfwashappythatLeitgotthehint.Eitherway,nowthathewasgone,Junoquicklyturnedher

attentionbackonGeraldassheasked,“Whyonearthdidyouwakeupsoearly,Gerald?”

“I’mjustusedtowakingupearly!”repliedGerald.

Geraldhaddevelopedthishabiteversincehewasachild,andithadsurprisinglyhelpedhimimprove

bothhisbody’scapabilitiesaswellashismartialartsskillsinlateryears.

“…Isee.Anyway,ifyou’redonemeditating,followme!I’llbringyousomeplace!”saidJunoasshe

instantlygrabbedGerald’shandandbegantugginghimoutofherhomewithoutevenwaitingforhimto

reply…

Seeingthatshehadhermindmadeup,Geraldsimplyallowedhimselftobepulledalong…

Eventually,theyarrivedatabakeryofsorts…

“Breakfastisgoingtobemytreattoday,Gerald!Justsoyouknow,Icomeheredailybecausethebread

theymakeisjustwaytoodelicious!”

Followingthat,shedraggedhimintothebakerybeforeshouting,“Waiter!Threetraysofbread,please!”

SinceJunowasaregular,henaturallyknewherandprioritizedherorder.



Withthatinmind,ittooklessthanaminuteforthewaitertocarrythreetraysfilledwithdelicious-

smellingbreadovertoGeraldandJuno’stable.

“Goon,don’tbeshy!Trysome!”urgedJunoasshepushedoneoftheloavesovertoGerald.

Notevenwaitingforhimtoreply,Junothenbeganstuffingbreadintohermouthwithoutcaringabout

herimageatall.

Juno’sappetitewas…astounding,tosaytheleast.

WhileGeraldwasfullfromjustasingletrayofbread,Junomanagedtofinishthebreadfromthe

remainingtwotrayssheordered!

“…Arathervoraciousappetiteyouhavethere,LadyZorn…”mutteredGeraldinaslightlysurprisedtone

asherestedhispalmagainsthisforehead…Uponhearingthat,JunosimplyturnedtolookatGerald

beforebluntlyreplying,“Whatofit?Iwasjustbornwithabigappetite!”

Shakinghishead,Geraldsimplyzippedhismouth,worriedthatJunowouldflipthetableoverifhe

pressedon.

Regardless,theduothenheadedtoDragonbloodCity’strainingcourtafterfinishingtheirbreakfast.

IntheLeicomContinent,eachcityhaditsowntrainingcourt,andsuchplaceswereusedtohostallsorts

ofyearlycompetitions.Ofcourse,trainingcourtswerealsousedasformalplacesforthoseproficientin

martialartstotrainandbattle.

Eitherway,bythetimetheygottothetrainingcourt,manypeoplewerealreadysparringagainsteach

other.



UponrealizingJuno’spresence,everyonethereinstantlydisplayedrespectfulexpressions,evengoingso

farastoofferJunotheirsparringareas.

Fromthatalone,itwasevidentthatJunostillhadaprettylargeinfluenceinDragonbloodCity.Afterall,

powerfulpeoplewerealwaysrespectedbyothers,regardlessofgender.

Turningdowntheiroffers,JunosimplyselectedasecludedareabeforelookingatGeraldandsaying,

“Allowmetochallengeyoutoaduel,Gerald!”

“Iaccept!”repliedGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitation.

Afterall,hehadpreviouslypromisedtoteachJunosomemartialartsskills,andwhatbetterwaytolearn

suchskillsthantobrawlagainsteachother.Themoretheysparred,themorerapidJuno’smartialarts

skillswouldimprove.

Withthatinmind,bothofthemstoodatoppositeends…

LookingatGerald,shethenasked,“Areyouready?”

“Readyasever!”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Hearingthat,JunowastednotimeandinstantlybeganchargingtowardGerald!Beingquitefast,it

barelytookasecondforherfisttogetinchesawayfromGerald’sface!

Whileshewasdefinitelystrong,Junowassimplyusingthesameattackshealwaysdid.Withthatin

mind,Geraldeasilyavoidedherhitbeforegrabbingontoherarmandyankingittowardtheground!

Duetothesuddenshift,Junolostherbalanceandalmostfellfacefirst!Thankfully,Geraldquicklypulled

herbackuptosaveherthehumiliation.



Whateverthecasewas,uponwitnessingallthat,everyoneelseatthesceneinstantlyrevealedsurprised

expressions.

They,ofallpeople,knewhowstrongJunowas.Afterall,shekeptchallengingtheminthepast,andafter

continuouslygettingpummelledtimeandagain,nobodydaredtoinitiatechallengeswithheranymore.

Shewassimplytoostrongforthem!

WhentheyhadseenGeraldearlier,theythoughtthatshehadjustpulledsomepoorsaptoduelwith

hersinceshehadn’tbeenabletoduelanyoneinawhile.Theycertainlyhadn’texpectedthatyoungman

tobeabletodefeatherthateasily!Itwastrulyastupefyingthingtowitness…

Shortlyafter,Juno—whodefinitelywasn’tgoingtoadmitdefeatsoeasily—thengotonherfeetagain

beforeshouting,“Again!”

Shewassurethatshecouldeventuallybeabletoatleastlaunchmoremovesbeforegettingdisengaged

byGerald.

“Holdonasecond,YoungLadyZorn!”yelledGeraldinreturn.

Raisingaslightbrow,Junothenasked,“Whatisit?”

“Asuggestion…Youmayneedtoconsiderchangingyourattackingstyle.Ifyoukeepcomingatmewith

thesamemove,I’llbeabletodisengageyouinasinglemoveregardlessofhowmanytimesyouattack

me!”repliedGeraldashesharedhisanalysiswithher.

“There’s…aproblemwithmyattackstyle?”askedthepuzzledJuno.

Shehadbeenusingthisattackstyleherentirelife!Junodidn’tfeellikeitneededchanging.Withthatin



mind,whatwasGerald’sreasonforsuggestingthat…?
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Naturally,Geraldwasn’tcommentingontheattackitself.Whileherattackstylewasdefinitelypowerful,

whathemeantwasthatbeforeattacking,sheoftenleftherselfwideopentobecountered.Addingthat

tothefactthatsheneverchangedherattackstyle,anyopponentstrongerthanhercouldmost

definitelybeabletoseethroughherattackpatternsintime.ItexplainedwhyGeraldwasabletodefeat

hersoeasily.

Theonlyreasonwhyshehadbeenabletowinalltheprevioustimeswasbecausetheenemiesshe

bumpedintowerefarweakerthanher.Withthatinmind,theyprobablydidn’thavethechanceor

experiencetoanalyzeJuno’sattackpatterns.

Gerald,however,wasmuchstrongerthanher.Whatmore,hehadbeenpersonallytrainedbyLeit,and

heevenhaduniqueopinionsandanalysisonmartialartsskillsandattacktactics.

Regardless,afterhearingJuno’squestion,Geraldrepliedinaserioustone,“Thinkaboutit.Fromwhat

I’veseen,youtendtoonlyfocusonattacking,andmoreoftenthannot,thatleavesyouopentogetting

countered!Asproofofthat,Iwasabletoeasilydefeatyousinceyoubarelyeverfocusondefense!”

Uponhearingthat,Junopausedforamoment.Ratherthangettingangryforbeingcriticized,Juno

insteadadmittedthatthatwasaprettyhugeflawofhers.Howhadshenotnoticedthatbefore?

Abriefmomentlater,JunothenlookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“…Isee!Thankyoufortheadvice,

Gerald!”

ThiswasdefinitelygoingtohelpJunogreatlyinthelongrun.Nowondershehadalwaysfeltthather

martialartsjourneywasextremelydull.Asitturnedout,shehadbeenlimitingherselftoonlyasingle

attackstyle!

Eitherway,shenowunderstoodthatsheneededtofocusonlearningnewattackstyles.Indoingso,she

wouldsurelybeabletoeventuallyimprovebothherstrengthandmartialartsskills.



Still,shecouldn’thelpbutthinkthatlisteningtotheadviceofwisemenbroughtaboutmuchmore

favorableeffectscomparedtoherreadinguptechniquesalone.

Whateverthecasewas,thoughhermindwassetonchangingherattackstyle,oldhabitsdiedhard,and

Junowaswellawarethatitwasgoingtotakealotoftimeandefforttogetoutofthathabit.

However,shewasn’tdisheartenedbythatfact.Instead,shesimplycontinuedtosparagainstGerald,

slowlytryingtochangeherattackstyle.

Whileitmadehermovementsslightlyawkwardandclunky,attheveryleast,shewasnolongergetting

defeatedinjustasinglemove.Bythetwo-hourmark,shewasalreadyabletomakeuptothreemoves

beforegettingshutdown.

Sincethattookquiteabitoutofher,bothofthemdecidedtotakearestatthetrainingcourt’ssitting

area.

Sweatingprofusely,Juno—whocouldseehowmuchshehadimprovedjustfromsparringagainstGerald

forthosetwohours—sincerelysaid,“Thankyouverymuchfortoday,Gerald!Ifyouhadn’ttutoredme,I

wouldn’thavebeenabletomakethismuchprogressinsuchashortamountoftime!”

Thoughshesaidthat,sheunderstoodthattherewasstillavastdifferencebetweentheircapabilities…

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongbeforeNoriandRaysuddenlyrushedintothetrainingcourt.Uponseeing

Gerald,theanxiousNoriquicklyrantowardhimwhilesaying,“G-Gerald!Thisisbad!Somethingterrible

hashappened…!”

Puzzled,Geraldthenfrownedslightlyasheasked,“What’swrong?”

“W-well,ZeligandCyrilwerecapturedbythosefromtheHulkeroicUnion!Thoughwedidourbestto

getthemback,intheend,thereweresimplytoomanyofthem!Wefailedtosavethem!”explained



Nori.

“What?!”growledGerald,hisangersuddenlyspiking.Tothinkthattheywoulddosomethinglikethisto

hisfriends!TheHulkeroicUniontrulywasgettingoutofhand!

“Thatsettlesit!We’regoingaftertheHulkeroicUnionnow!”Afterdeclaringthat,Geraldwasreadyto

leavetogetherwithNoriandRay.Nomattertherisks,hedefinitelyhadtosavebothZeligandCyril!

Beforehecouldleave,however,hesuddenlyheardJunocallout,“Waitaminute,Gerald!”

“Yes,YoungLadyZorn?Ifitisn’tanythingimportant,I’dverymuchpreferitifyousaveditforlater!I

needtofocusonsavingmyfriendsnow!”repliedGerald.

“Calmyourself,Gerald!Listen,ifyouweren’talreadyaware,themasteroftheHulkeroicUnionhas

alreadyenteredtheThirdrankoftheAvatarRealm!Withthatinmind,simplychargingthereisno

differentfromgoingonasuicidemission!”explainedJuno.

AsidefromGeraldwhohadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,theothers—whowerestillintheSage

Realm—wouldn’tstandachanceagainstthestrongermembersoftheHulkeroicUnion.Withthatin

mind,Junodidn’twantthemtojustthrowtheirlivesawaylikethat.

“Evenifyousaythat,Ican’tjustleavethemthere!”repliedGerald.WhileheunderstoodJuno’spoint,

hewasadamantaboutsavingZeligandCyril.

Afterall,bothofthemhadselflesslyagreedtogoonthisperilousjourneywithhimdespitenotknowing

muchaboutit.Nowthattheyhadgottenintotrouble,itwouldbeinhumaneofGeraldtonotatleasttry

gettingthemback.

“Still…Howaboutthis,I’llsendsomepeopleovertoscoutthesituation.Oncewegetaclearerpictureof

whattheHulkeroicUnionhasuptheirsleeves,wecanthenformulateaplantosavethem!”saidJuno.



Uponhearingthat,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeeventuallynoddingslightly.

Shewasright.Itwasdefinitelygoingtobebetterforthemiftheygotsomeonetoscoutaheadfirst.Her

suggestionwaswaybetterthansimplychargingintotheenemy’sbaseanyway.Besides,thosefromthe

HulkeroicUnionwereprobablygoingtobeonthelookoutforthem,expectingGeraldtocomesavehis

friends.

Regardless,seeingthatGeraldhadagreedwithherplan,thegroupthenleftthetrainingcourtforJuno

tosendsomeofhermentoscouttheHulkeroicUnion’sbase…

…

Meanwhile,ZeligandCyrilcouldbeseenbeingtiedupintheHulkeroicUnionbase’shall.

Appearingsuperiorashesatonhishighthrone,Tiger—themasteroftheunion—simplyglaredatthe

duoasXuioandhismenstoodbytheirleader’sside.

Revealingasinistersmile,Xuiothensaid,“Thesearethatguy’scompanions,master!Nowthatwe’ve

capturedthem,thatguywillsurelycomeovertosavethem!It’shightimewehadourrevenge!”

Sneeringcontemptuously,Tigerthengrowled,“Anyonewhodareslayafingeronthepeopleofthe

HulkeroicUnionmustdie!Regardless,lockbothofthemupinthedungeon,andhavethemguarded

strictly!Asidefromthat,ordereveryonetoremainvigilantatalltimes!I’msurehe’llbecomingover

soonenough,andoncehedoes,hewon’tbeleavingourbasealive!”

Followingthat,ZeligandCyrilwerequicklydraggedawayandlockedinthebase’sdungeon…

“Itseemsthatwetrulyaredoneforthistime,Mr.Gabrio!”mutteredZeligwithasighashelooked



aroundthedungeon.

“Don’tgettooanxiousjustyet!IbelievethatGeraldcaresenoughforustoeventuallycometoour

rescue!”consoledCyrilwhogreatlybelievedinGerald.Afterall,Geraldwasthekindofpersonwho

wouldneverabandonhisallies.

Ofcourse,Cyrilwasright.Geraldandtheotherswerecurrentlyseatedatarestaurantnottoofarfrom

theHulkeroicUnion’sbase.Sincetheywereseatedbythewindow,theycouldkeepaneyeonthe

HulkeroicUnion’sactivitieswhilediscussingtheirnextstep.

“MymenhavemanagedtogatherthatyourfriendsarecurrentlylockedupintheHulkeroicUnion

base’sdungeon.Thedungeonitselfisattheendoftheirbase’smainhall.Inotherwords,we’llhaveto

somehowmakeitthroughtheirmainhalltoevengettoyourtwofriends!”explainedJuno.“Whileit’s

greatthatweknowallthat,howoneartharewegoingtogetpasttheHulkeroicUnion’stightsecurity?

Evenfromhere,wecanalreadyseehowheavilyguardedtheynoware!Hell,they’veevensetuppatrol

teams!Withthatinmind,we’lldefinitelygetcaughtifweheadinrashly!”mutteredRayinresponse.

Hearingthat,GeraldandtheothersknewthatRaywasright.WithhowstricttheHulkeroicUnion’s

securitycurrentlywas,itwasevidentthatthosefromthatunionwereexpectingGeraldtocomesave

theduo.Itwascertainlyadeathtraplikenoother…

“…Anyonehaveanyideasonhowweshouldtacklethis?Whataboutyou,YoungLadyZorn?”asked

GeraldashelookedatJuno.

Uponhearinghisquestion,Junobeganponderingaswell.Whiletheyalreadyknewwherethehostages

were,savingthemwasgoingtoproveextremelydifficult…

“…TheonlythingIcanthinkofistolurethemawayfromthebase…Asidefromthat,Ihavenoother

ideahowwe’llevenmakeitintotheirbasetosaveyourtwofriends!”repliedJuno.

“Isee…Iwasthinkingthesamething.Afterall,simplybarginginisdefinitelyoutofthequestion.



Regardless,oncewe’veluredthemaway,we’lljustsneakintotheirbasetosaveCyrilandZelig!”

mutteredGeraldashelookedseriouslyateveryone.

“We’refinewiththat,Gerald!Detailusonhowyouwanttheplantogo!We’llfollowallyourorderstoa

T!”repliedNori.

“Wellsaid.Anyway,aboutthedetails…Isaywesplitintotwogroupstillthemissionisover.Nori,Ray.

YoutwofollowmeintotheirbasetosaveCyrilandZelig.I’llbecountingonyoutwotocoverforme.As

foryou,YoungLadyZorn…Iknowthisisalottoaskfromyou,butcouldyoubeourdistraction?”replied

GeraldashealternatedhisgazefromNoritoJuno.

“Noproblem!Sincewe’regoingwiththat,allofyoushouldawaitmysignalbeforetakinganyaction.

Oncewe’redonewitheverything,let’sreuniteintheforestrightoutsideDragonbloodCity!How’sthat

sound?”repliedJunoasshelookedatGerald.

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynoddedslightly.Withanyluck,theirplanwouldsucceed…

Regardless,nowthattheplanwasfinalized,JunoquicklyranofftocausehavocwithintheHulkeroic

Unionbase.Shewasgoingtomakesurethateveryonetherewasgoingtobetoodistractedtoeven

noticeGerald…

Gerald,Ray,andNorithemselvesquicklybeganmakingtheirwayacrossthebase’sgrounds.Thankfully,

theHulkeroicUnionhadplentyofhighwalls,andthatgrantedallthreeofthemprettygoodcover

Oncetheygottoablindspot,thetrioquietlyawaitedJuno’ssignal…

Notlongafter,allthreeofthemwatchedasarayoflightshotintothesky…beforefallingrightintothe

HulkeroicUnion’sbase!Thebasehadseveralsmallhouseswithinit,andwiththatinmind,oneofthe

unfortunatehousesinsidewentupinflamesthesecondthelighthitit!



Naturally,thiscausedtheunion’speopletopanic,andallofthemquicklybegantryingtoputthefire

out.

Seeingthat,thetrioknewthatthiswastheircuetomaketheirwayinside.Withthat,Geraldandhis

partyswiftlymadetheirwayintothebase…Oncetheywereoverthewall,allthreeofthemquickly

scannedthearea.Afterconfirmingthatalltheunion’smenwerestilldistractedbythefire,Geraldand

hispartyquicklysnuckpasttheunion’smainhallbeforeheadingstraightforthedungeon…

Nearingthecornerthatwouldleadtothedungeon,Geraldandthetwootherspeekedtoseeifanyone

wasguardingthedungeon’sentrance.Thankfully,thereonlyappearedtobetwopeoplestandingguard

there.

Withthatinmind,aftermakingsurethattheyhadn’tbeennoticedyet,Geraldthenretrievedhis

AstrabyssSwordbeforeunsheathingit…

Followingthat,Geraldboltedtowardoneoftheguardsbeforeexpertlyslicinghisthroat!

Barelyevenabletoreact,bloodinstantlygushedoutoftheguard’snowexposedthroat…Andjustlike

that,hefloppedtotheground,dead.

Uponrealizingthathiscompanionwasnolongeramongtheliving,theothermaninstantlydrewhisown

swordandattemptedtodecapitateGerald!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasabletoeasilydodgetheattack.Followingthat,hekickedawaytheman’ssword

beforelandinganotherkickrightintheman’sstomach!

Asthemanheldontohisnowachingstomach,Geraldtookthechancetopunchhiminthehead,

finishingthemanoffforgood…

WithhowfastandskillfulGeraldwas,itwasnowonderwhyhewasabletososwiftlyfinishbothof



themoffunscathed…

Regardless,nowthattheyhadbeendealtwith,Geraldimmediatelyslashedatthedungeon’schains

withhissword…andsecondslater,theheavy‘clunk’ofchainscouldbeheardasthechainsfelltothe

ground.

DuetohowsharptheAstrabyssSwordwas,slicingthroughchainslikethesewaschild’splayforit.

Eitherway,nowthattheentrancewasnolongerlocked,Geraldpulledthedungeon’sdoorsopenbefore

enteringtolookforhisfriends…

Shortlyafter,anextremelyinfuriatedTigercouldbeseenburstingintothehallwithseveralmenbehind

him.Uponseeingthetwodeadguards,heknewforafactthattheirhostageshadbeensaved.

Dashingoutside,hewasjustintimetoseeGeraldandhisfriendsclimbingovertheirbase’swalland

escaping!

“That…Thatgodd*mnedkidsucceededinsavinghisfriends!Afterhim!Hurry!”roaredTigerashe

instantlyboltedforGeraldtogetherwithhismen.

Sinceallofthemwerenowoverthebase’swall,Gerald—whohadheardTiger’sfuriousshout—quickly

turnedtolookatRayandNoribeforeinstructing,“IwantyoutwotoleadCyrilandZeligawayfromthis

place.I’llbedistractingthemwhileyoudoso!”

“…Butwhataboutyou-”

“Cutthecr*pandgetamoveonalready!Otherwise,noneofusareleavingthisplacealive!”retorted

Gerald,knowingfullwellwhatNoriwasgoingtosay.



Uponhearingthat,NoriandRaycouldonlysilentlyagreeastheydidasheinstructed.

Oncetheywereoutofsight,Geraldinstantlybeganrunningintheotherdirection.Hewasgoingtolure

theunion’smenawayfromhisfriendsifitwasthelastthinghedid…

Justashehadhoped,Tigerandhismenwereabletospothimasheboltedoffinthedistance…

“Thereheis!Capturethatbratandfinishhimoffforgood!”orderedthefuriousTigerashegrittedhis

teeth.

SinceTigerandhisdozenmenwereratherfast,theyquicklymanagedtogainonhim.Tomakematters

worse,GeraldsoonfoundhimselfsandwichedbetweentheHulkeroicUnionandacliffthathada

bottomthatcouldn’tevenbeseen…

“Giveitup,kid!There’snowhereelsetorun!”scoffedTigerbeforesnorting.

Geraldhonestlyhadn’texpectedTigertobeabletocatchuptohimsoquickly.

Frowningslightly,GeraldthenglaredatTigerbeforerevealingaslysmileashetaunted,“Giveup?What,

youthinkyoucanactuallykillme?”

Uponhearingthat,Tigerwasslightlysurprised.Afterall,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtobeable

toescapehiscurrentsituation.

“Bigtalkcomingfromsomeonewho’strappedbetweenbeingbeatentodeathandfallingtoyourdoom!

You’refreetotrymakingaleapoffaith,butonlydeathintheabyssawaitsyou!”snarledTiger.

“Oh?Wellallowmetotrythen!”retortedGeraldasheleapeddownthecliff!



Staringwide-eyed,thestupefiedTigerwasmomentarilyshockedsilentthatGeraldwouldactually

choosetoendhisownliferatherthanfallintohishands.

Eventually,hisfrownreturnedandhesimplysnortedbeforeleavingwithhismen,notevenbotheringto

lookdowntheabyss.Afterall,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtosurvivethatfall.

…OratleastthatwaswhatTigerassumed.

ContrarytowhatTigerhadthought,Geraldwasverymuchstillalive.Alargetreehadbrokenhisfall,

andhewasnowintheembraceofseveralbranches…Evenso,theimpactfromfallinghadbeenabittoo

much,evenforhim.

Withthatinmind,Geraldwasnowunconscious,suspendedaboveafast-flowingriverwiththesupport

ofthetree’sstrongbranches…

Whiletheblacked-outGeraldwasn’tevenawarethathehadsurvivedyet,Ray,Nori,Zelig,andCyrilhad

justmadeittotheforestrightoutsideDragonbloodCity…

Seeingthepartyoffourrunningover,Juno—whohadbeenwaitingthereforthemforquiteawhile

now—quicklytoldhermentosupportZeligandCyrilassherushedoveraswellbeforesaying,“Ray!

Nori!You’refinallyhere!Iwasstartingtogetworriedthatsomethingbadhadhappenedtoyou!

Speakingofwhich…Where’sGerald?”

Uponhearingthat,Raypursedhislipsslightlybeforereplying,“…He…Toldustoruntheoppositeway

sothathecouldbaittherestoftheHulkeroicUnionawayfromus…!”

“…What?Howdangerous!”repliedJuno,shockedthatGeraldhaddonesuchathing.



Knowingthathewouldn’tbeamatchagainstsomanyoftheHulkeroicUnion’smembersatatime,Juno

waswellawarethathislifewasnowingravedanger.

“Don’tworry,MissZorn.YoucanjustwaithereforusasNoriandIgobacktolookforGerald!”replied

Ray.

“Youcan’t!It’stoodangerous!DorememberthattheHulkeroicUnionisactivelysearchingforusnow!

Withthatinmind,you’llsurelygetcaughtinnotimeifyougobacktolookforhim!”repliedJunoalmost

instantaneously.

“Withallduerespect,MissZorn,ifhe’sdead,thenwewon’thavethewilltocontinuelivinganyway!”

saidRaywithafirmtone.

BeforeJunocouldevenreply,RayandNorihadalreadyboltedback,retracingtheirsteps…

Seeingthat,Junocouldonlysighhelplessly.Evenso,shecouldn’tdenythatshewasfeelingslightly

touched.Geraldtrulyhadgoodandloyalfriends…

Regardless,aftersearchingforGeraldforawhile,RayandNorieventuallyarrivedatthecliffwhere

Geraldleapedofffrom…Andtotheirhorror,theycaughtaglimpseofGerald’sjadependantlyingona

stonenearby…!

Feelingherheartskipabeat,Noriremainedsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallyfeelingtearsrun

downhercheeks…

“…No…It…Itcan’tbe…!”mumbledNoritoherselfasshequicklypickedthejadependantupbefore

staringindisbeliefattheabyssbeneaththem…

However,sincethejadependantwassoclosetothecliff,thenGerald…



Pattingherontheshoulder,Raythensaid,“Calmyourself,Nori.Geraldwillbefine.Believeinhim…”

Itwasdifficult,butbothofthemmanagedtomomentarilyconvincethemselvesthatGeraldwasstill

alive.Withthat,theywaitedpatientlyforhimbythecliff…

However,asthehourspassedby,itgrewincreasinglydifficulttobear.Eventually,theduoshooktheir

headsbeforefinallyleavingthecliffside,feelingutterlydejected…

WhenJunosawhowdepressedtheylookedwhentheduofinallygotbacktotheforest,sheknewthat

somethingterriblemusthavehappenedtoGerald.Herworrieswerefurtherconfirmedwhenshe

noticedthathisjadependantwasinRay’shand.

“…MissZorn…Gerald…he…he’smostprobablyfallendownacliff…!Wesaythatsincewewereonly

abletofindhispendantnearacliffside…”mutteredRayinagloomyvoiceasheshowedherthe

pendant.

Uponhearingthat,Juno’sheartsank.Reachingouttotakethependantfromhishand,shepausedfora

momentbeforesaying,“…Let’sreturntomyhomefirst.Wecan’tjustgiveuplikethis!Afterall,just

becausewehaven’tfoundhimyet,itdoesn’tautomaticallymeanthathe’sdead!”

“…You’reright,MissZorn!Webelievethathewon’tdiethateasilyeither!He’sdefinitelystillalive!

Cheerup,Nori!Remember,wehavetobelieveinhim!”declaredRayasheattemptedtocheerNoriup

aswell.

Hearingthat,Norislowlyraisedherheadandnoddedfirmly.

SeeingthatNoriwasfeelingalittlebetternow,Junotookthechancetoorder,“That’sthespirit!

Regardless,wereallyshouldleavethisplacewhilewecan.Wearen’texactlyinasafelocation,sowe’d

bestreturntobasebeforetheHulkeroicUnioncatchesus!”



Followingthat,Junothenquicklyledtheothersbacktoherhome…

Sometimelater,anunconsciousGeraldcouldbeseenlyingbesideablack-robedandmysterious-looking

oldman…Protectedfromtheelementsbystonewallsallaroundthem,theirfaceswereilluminatedbya

firethattheoldmanhadstarted.

Notlongafter,Geraldslowlyopenedhiseyes…

Uponrealizingthathewasstillalive,hebreathedasighofrelief.However,hequicklyrealizedthathe

wasn’talone.

Frowningslightlyashelookedatthepersonsittingbythefire,hewonderedwhotheoldmanwas.Was

hetheonewhohadsavedhim…?

“…Who…areyou…?Didyousaveme…?”

“Also…wherearewe…?”askedGeraldwhenherealizedthattheywereinsidesomekindofcave.

Thoughtheoldmanappearedraggedandsloppy,heknewforafactthathewasn’tanordinaryperson.

Afterabriefsilence,theoldmanrepliedinaraspyvoice,“…I’mjustsomeonewholivesinseclusionon

thismountain.”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasslightlysurprised.Tothinkthatsomeonewouldactuallyliveinsucha

place!

“…MayIknowyourname…?”



“YoucanjustcallmeOldHughes…”repliedtheman.

Shortlyafter,OldHughesledGeraldoutofthecavetheywerein…

Lookingatthesky,Geraldwasgreetedbythesoothingsightofacrescentmoon…

Despitehowcalmthenightwasmakinghimfeel,uponrealizingthattheywereabouttoenteradense

forest,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Mindtellingmewherewe’regoing,OldHughes…?”

Afterall,withhowdensethefoliagewas,theywouldsurelybeengulfedbydarknessinthere,andbeing

inanunlitforestatnightwasaveryunwisethingtodo.

Themorehetriedtofiguretheoldmanout,themoremysteriousOldHughesfelttoGerald.

Regardless,OldHughessimplyignoredGerald’squestionandcontinuedwalkingon…

Abouttenminuteslater,theyarrivedatwhatseemedtobeaminiaturewaterfall…

Despitebeingrathersmall,thequietnessofthenightmadethesoundofsplashingwaterextremely

clear.

“…Whatisthisplace…?”askedGeraldashecuriouslylookedaround.

IgnoringGerald’squestiononcemore,OldHughessimplystaredindifferentlyatGeraldbeforesaying,

“Followme!”



Withthatsaid,theoldmanthenwalkedrightintothewaterfallanddisappearedbehindit!

Momentarilystunned,Geraldquicklyshookhisshockoffandcautiouslystuckhishandintothe

waterfall…beforefeelingthewateryankhimrightin!Thenextthingheknew,thewaterfallwasalready

behindhim!

Nowthatheknewthattherewasahiddenareabehindthewaterfall,Geraldwaspromptlyreminded

abouttheclasstale,‘JourneytotheWest’.Afterall,therewasasimilarareainthetaleknownasthe

WaterCurtainCaveoftheGreatSage,Heaven’sEqual.

Snappingoutofit,Geraldquicklybeganlookingaroundbeforeasking,“…Again,whatevenisthisplace,

OldHughes…?”

Theywerenowinamassivespacesurroundedbystonewallsthatglitteredlikestars…Itwashonestly

oneofthemostbeautifulsightsGeraldhadeverwitnessed,andhetrulyhadn’texpectedallthistobe

hiddenhere,ofallplaces…

Inresponse,however,OldHughes—whowasstandingnottoofaraway—simplygesturedforGeraldto

comeoverashesaid,“Getoverhere!There’ssomethingIwanttoshowyou!”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenhurriedovertotheoldman’sside…

NowstandingbesideOldHughes,Geraldcouldonlystareinamazementasherealizedthattherewasa

toweringandsomewhattranslucentstonepillarbeforehim…Strangerstillwasthefactthatthere

seemedtobesomethingwithinthepillar…

“Whatonearthisthis…?”askedGeraldcuriously.

“…Firstoff,thisplaceiscalledFishgutCave,andsealedwithinthisstonepillar,isanancientlongsword

knownastheFishgutSword,”explainedOldHughesashelookedatGerald.



“…The…FishgutSword?”askedGerald,puzzledtohearsuchanoddnameforalongsword.

Followingthat,OldHughesretrievedarolled-upparchmentfromunderhiscoat.Unrollingitbefore

Gerald,thefirstimagetheyouthsawwasofahandsome,strongmanaswellasanelderly-lookingone

standingtogetherinaplacethatlookedstrikinglysimilartowheretheycurrentlywere…Needlesstosay,

itwasdepictingbothoftheminFishgutCave!

“…That’s…us?”askedGerald,fullyconfusednow.

Slowlyrevealingawrysmile,Hughesthenreplied“Bingo.Itshowsbothofusstandingatthisexact

spot…Youknow,whenIfirstfoundthisparchmenthereandsawitscontents,IknewIwasdestinedto

leadsomeonehere…Andhereyouare,atlonglast!”

Naturally,Geraldwassurprisedbyallthis.However,givenhowseriousOldHugheswaslookingathim,

Geraldcouldtellthatallthiswasn’tamerebluff.Howsurrealthattheparchmentwouldshowsuchan

accuraterepresentationoftheircurrentsituation!

“…Whatexactlyisallthisabout,OldHughes?”askedthepuzzledGerald,notwantingtobeleftinthe

darkanymore.

Howdidthedrawingcometobe?Whatwasthisplace?Andwhywasthelongswordbeforehimso

important?

“Simplyput,you’rethefatedone,Gerald!Sincethedrawingdepictsmebringingyoutothisplace,I’m

surethatyou’retheonewho’sdestinedtodrawtheswordoutfromthestonepillar!”explainedOld

Hughes.

“…Me?Areyousure…?Can’titbesomeoneelse…?”repliedGerald,stillslightlyindisbeliefbyOld

Hughes’sclaim.



“Myboy,I’vebeenwaitinghereforyoueversinceIobtainedthisdrawing.Ifyouaren’ttheone,then

explainourmeetingheretoday.Weweresimplydestinedtocrosspaths!”saidOldHughesinresponse.

“…Isee.Well…what’ssospecialabouttheFishgutSword?”askedGerald,finallygivinginashecuriously

lookedattheswordwithinthestonepillar…

Uponhearingthatquestion,OldHughesthenlookedseriouslyattheyouthbeforereplying,“TheFishgut

Swordisanancientlongsword,saidtograntitswielderwaterbendingskills.Sinceyou’retheperson

depictedinthemap,I’msureyou’retheonlyonequalifiedtowielditinthefirstplace!”

Lookingattheoldman’sseriousgaze,Geraldcouldsensethathewasn’tlying.Cometothinkofit,Old

Hughesdidn’treallyhaveareasontolieaboutsuchthingsinthefirstplace.

“…Alrightthen…Well,sinceI’mdestinedtopulltheswordout,howshouldIgoaboutit?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,theoldmanthenheldontoGerald’sarmbeforepullinghimtowardastone…

Onit,Geraldsawthatapalmprinthadbeencarvedrightintoit…

“Placeyourhandontoit!”orderedOldHughes.

Slightlysurprisedbythesuddenshout,Geraldsimplydidashewastoldbeforelookingbackattheold

manandasking,“…Likethis?”

“Hush!”repliedOldHughes,promptingGeraldtoziphismouth.

Nowthatbothofthemweresilent,theywereabletohearthegurglingofwaterflowingintothecave…



Momentslater,bothofthemwatchedasstreamsofwaterbeganflowingupthestoneGerald’shand

wason,allofthemreachingoutforthepalm-shapedindentonit…

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforethestreamsofwaterwrappedthemselvesaroundGerald’shand.Withthe

wateritselfbeingtranslucent,Geraldwasonlyabletomakeoutthevagueoutlineofhishandbythis

point…

Withoutwarning,theduowasthengreetedbyanexplosivesoundfrombehindthem!

Followingthat,bothofthemwerejustintimetowitnesstheFishgutSwordflyingoutfromthepillar!It

wasalsothenwhenGeraldrealizedthatthestreamsofwaterhadalreadyretracted…

Regardless,histrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenheheardOldHughescallingout,“Getthesword,

Gerald!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldturnedtolookattheoldmanbeforeheadingovertoretrievethesword…

Thesecondhegrabbedontoit,asurgeofpowerrushedfromtheswordandintohisbody.Asthe

immensepowerspreadfromhispalmbeforespreadingthroughouthisbody,Geraldcouldfeelaslightly

familiaruneaseinhiselixir-of-lifefield…

Withsomuchpoweroverflowingwithinhiselixir-of-lifefield,Geraldknewthathewasabouttoundergo

anotherbreakthrough!

“I…Icanfeelanotherbreakthroughcoming!”exclaimedthesurprisedanddelightedGerald.Itappeared

thattheFishgutSwordwasjustaspowerfulastheAstrabyssSword.Afterall,wieldingtheswordsalone

hadallowedhimtomakebreakthroughs!



Alreadyusedtosimilarsituations,GeraldthenquicklysatdownbeforeretrievingaHeaven’sapplefrom

hisstorageringandeatingit.

Shortlyafter—whentheHeaven’sappletookeffect—GeraldsuccessfullyenteredtheSecondrankofthe

AvatarRealm!

“Howareyoufeelingnow,Gerald?”askedOldHughesinaslightlyconcernedtone.

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenchuckledbeforereplying,“I’mfeelinggreat!Theswordwassopowerfulthat

Iwasinstantlyabletobreakthroughanotherrankinmystrength!”

Whilehewaspleasedbyallthis,hewasalsoslightlysurprisedthathewouldbeabletomakea

breakthroughlikethis.Withthatsaid,heknewhehadtoproperlythankOldHughesafterthis.Afterall,

haditnotbeenfortheoldmanleadinghimhere,Geraldwouldn’thavebeenabletoacquiretheFishgut

Sword,norwouldhehavemanagedtoincreasehisstrengthbythismuchinsuchashortamountoftime.

Withallthatinmind,Geraldthenbowedbeforetheoldmanbeforesaying,“Thankyouforbringingme

here,OldHughes!WhileI’mgratefultohaveacquiredtheFishgutSword,I’mstillrathercuriousabout

itsname…”

LaughingwhenheheardGerald’squestion,OldHughesthenexplained,“Well,inactuality,itstruename

istheSwordofCourage!It’soneofthetenancientholyswords,youknow?Thatpoweryouinherited

earlier…It’sthepowerofcouragethattheswordbestoweduponyou!Youshouldknowthatonlyvery

bravepeoplegetacknowledgedbythesword,andthosewhodoaregrantedimmensepower!”

Whilethatdidn’texplainwhytheswordwasnamedthatway,Geraldatleastunderstoodwhyhehad

beenabletomakeabreakthroughjustbyholdingthesword.Afterall,hadhenotbeenacourageous

person,hewouldn’thavedaredtotakeonthetaskofsavingtheworld…

Sothat’swhytheFishgutSwordacknowledgedhim…



“Speakingofwhich…Doyouknowthenamesofthenineotherancientholyswords?Doyouknow

wheretheyare?I’dliketoobtainthem!”saidGerald,clearlyinterestedintheswords.Afterall,nowthat

healreadyhadoneofthem,therewasnoreasonforhimnottogettheothernine.

“Hmm?Well,ifyou’reinterested,thefirstswordgoesbyXyan,theSwordofDivinity.Asforthesecond

andthirdones,they’reXyan,theSwordofBenevolence,andXenith,theSwordofSovereignty…

Empyreanwasthefourthsword,Ibelieve,andit’stheSwordofMight.TheSwordofNobility,onthe

otherhand,isTitan,whichisalsothefifthsword.”

“Asforswordssixandseven,bothofthemaretheSwordsofLove,GwaineandMorgen.Theeighth

swordistheoneyou’recurrentlywielding,Fishgut,theSwordofCourage.IfIremembercorrectly,the

ninthoneiscalledJochem,theSwordofSolitary,andasforthefinalsword,itgoesbythenameof

Charmella,theSwordofElegance!”

“Eachoftheswordsbearuniquepowers,andanyonewhomanagestocollectalltenofthemwillhave

powersbeyondhumancomprehension!Withthatsaid,thewielderofthoseswordswillsurelybecome

thestrongestpersonintheworld!”explainedOldHugheswithaserioustone.

Afterhearingthatinformationdump,Geraldfoundhimselfslightlyoverwhelmedbutalsoveryexcited.

Afterall,ifhemanagedtocollectalltenoftheancientholyswords,hewouldsurelyobtainenough

powertoevenhisbattlewiththedemonicgod!

“…Isee!Then,aboutthelocationofthenineotherswords…”

Shakinghishead,OldHughesthensaid,“I’mafraidIonlyknowwheretwooftheswordsare,Gerald,

andoneofthemisalreadyinyourhands!WhileIdoknowwheretheTitanSword—theSwordof

Might—is,you’reonyourownwhenitcomestofindingtheeightotherswords!”

Delightedtoknowthathewaspossiblygoingtoobtainanotherswordsoquickly,Geraldthenexclaimed,

“YouknowwheretheTitanSwordis?Couldyouleadmetoit?”



“There’snorushtoobtainthat!Afterall,youjustgottheFishgutSword!Regardless,don’tworrytoo

muchabouttheotherswords!SincetheFishgutSwordalreadyacknowledgedyou,Itrulybelievethat

you’rethefatedone!Withthatinmind,you’llsurelyobtaintheotherswordsoneday!”repliedOld

Hugheswithasmile.

“…Isupposeyou’reright!Still,Itrulyappreciateyoubringingmeovertoday!Withoutyourhelp,I’d

surelybeunabletoobtainthissword!Worrynot,I’llsurelyrepayyourkindnessoneday!”declared

Geraldinagratefultone.

Laughingagain,OldHughesthenwavedhishandrathernonchalantlybeforesaying,“That’snot

necessary!Afterall,you’refatedtoobtainthesword!Mypurposeissimplytobeyourguidetoit!

Regardless,Ihopeyouusetheswordwisely!”

Truthbetold,hadGeraldnotbeenthefatedmasterofthesword,hewould’vesurelytakenthesword

forhimselfinsteadofwaitingfortheyouthtocome.Sadly,somethingsweresimplypredestined,and

OldHughes,ofallpeople,understoodthat.

Eitherway,theduosoonwentthroughthesmallwaterfallagaintoleavethearea.Bythetimetheygot

outside,however,Geraldwassurprisedtoseethatthesunwasalreadyabouttorise.

Theyhadn’tbeeninthereforthatlong,handthey?Timesurehadflown…

Allofasudden,bothofthemheardrustlingsoundsswiftlycomingtowardthemfromtheforest!

Withbothofthemnowvigilantoftheirsurroundings,GeraldheldtheFishgutSwordtightlyinhand,

fullypreparedtofight…

Thatis,untilhesuddenlyheardafamiliarvoicecallout,“…Is…Isthatyou,Gerald…?”

Thevoice…ItdefinitelybelongedtoJuno!“…MissZorn?Isthatyou?”askedGeraldashefacedthetrees.



“…Gerald?So,itreallyisyou!”exclaimedJunoinexcitementasshequicklywalkedoutfromthetrees

togetherwithherservants.

“Whatbringsyouhere,MissZorn?”askedthesurprisedGeraldashelookedather.

“Whatdoyoumeanwhatbringsushere?You’vebeengonefortwodays!Still,Iknewyouwerestill

alive!I’mjustgladIfinallymanagedtolocateyou!Regardless,whatareyoudoingallthewayout

here?”

UponhearingJuno’squestion,GeraldmomentarilyturnedtolookatOldHughesbeforeawkwardly

replying,“…Aboutthat…Let’sjusttalkaboutitoncewegetback.Speakingofwhich,howaretherest

doing?”

“Don’tworry,allofthemaredoingfine.They’recurrentlyrestingupintheZornfamily’sresidence!”

repliedJunowithasmileasGeraldheavedasighofrelief.

“Nowthen…Whoisheagain…?”askedJunoassheraisedaslightbrowwhilelookingatOldHughes.

Lookingattheoldmanforawhile,GeraldthenturnedbacktofaceJunoashereplied,“ThisisOld

Hughes,andhe’stheonewhosavedme!”

“…Oh?Isee!Well,thenit’sapleasuretomeetyou,OldHughes!MynameisJunoZorn,andI’mthe

eldestyoungladyoftheZornfamily!ThankyouverymuchforsavingGerald!”saidJunowitha

gratuitoustone.

Smilinginresponse,OldHughesthensaid,“There’snoneedtothankme!Anyonewould’vedonethe

same!Afterall,asthesayinggoes,‘Savingalifebringsmoremeritthanbuildingaseven-flooredpagoda’!

Also,thepleasureismine,eldestyoungladyoftheZornfamily!”



WhilehenaturallyknewabouttheZorns,thiswasOldHughesfirsttimeactuallymeetingsomeonefrom

thatfamily.

“Well,nowthatyou’resafe,let’sgobacktomyplace,Gerald!”saidJuno.Afterall,itstillwasn’tallthat

safestayingouthereforlongperiodsoftime.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenturnedtofacetheoldmanbeforeasking,“Agreed!Speakingofwhich,why

don’tyoucomealongwithus,OldHughes?Regardlessofwhatyousay,I’dstillliketoproperlythank

youforallthatyou’vedone!”

“Gerald’sright!Withthatinmind,pleasecomealongwithus,OldHughes!”secondedJuno.

Inresponse,however,OldHughessimplysmiledasheshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Whatthatsounds

lovely,I’llhavetorefuse…”

Seeingthattheoldmanwasreallyunwillingtocomealong,Geraldcouldonlyhelplesslysay,“…Well,

alrightthen…Sincethat’sthecase,I’llthankyouonefinaltimethen!Worrynot,I’llsurelyfindachance

torepayyourkindness!”

Chucklinginresponse,OldHughessimplyreplied,“Alright,alright,offyougo!Becarefuloutthere,and

remember!Useitwisely!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedfirmly.Eveniftheoldmanhadn’tremindedhim,Geraldwould’ve

usedtheswordproperlyanyway.

Followingthat,Gerald,Juno,andhermenthenslowlydisappearedintotheforest…

However,notlongafterthatgroupleft,ashadowyfigureleapedoutfromtheforest,followedbya

dozenmoremeninblackgarb…



StoppingrightinfrontofOldHughes,theshadowyfigurethenrevealedasinisterexpressionasheasked,

“Howdiditgo,MasterHughes?”

Staringbackattheshadowyperson,OldHughessimplyreplied,“TheswordisnowinGerald’shands.

Withthatsaid,it’snowyourturntodoyourjob!”“Heh!Butofcourse!Still,youreallydohaveimmense

foresight,MasterHughes…Everythinghappenedjustasyou’vepredicted!”

“Hah!ItwasTigerwhofirstbetrayedme,soheonlyhashimselftoblameformebeingunkind!I’ll

definitelytakeovertheHulkeroicUnionbytheendofallthis!”sneeredOldHughesashesmiledsmugly,

hiseyesfilledwithdetermination.

“Indeed!Speakingofwhich,whataboutGeraldandtheothers?Doyouneedmetofinishthemoff?”

askedtheshadowyfigure.

Raisinghispalm,OldHughesthensaid,“Leavethembefornow.Afterall,Geraldandhispartyarestill

usefultous.Besides,sincetheFishgutSwordisnowinhishands,weshouldatleastwaitforhimtokill

Tigerforusfirstbeforeanythingelse.”

“Asyouwish,MasterHughes!”repliedtheshadowyfigurewitharespectfulnod…

Naturally,GeraldhadnoideathattheshadowyfigureandOldHugheswereincahoots…

Regardless,bothGeraldandJunosoonarrivedattheZornfamily’sresidence.Bythatpoint,thesunwas

alreadyhighinthesky…

UponsteppingintoNori’shome,Geraldinstantlycalledoutforhisfriends.

Thoughallfourofthemhadbeensleepinginthesameroom—insittingpositions—atthatmoment,



uponhearingGerald’svoice,thegroupinstantlyjoltedawakeanddashedtowardhisvoice.

Thesecondtheysawhim,NoriandRayweresoecstaticthattheyimmediatelyranovertohim.Before

Geraldcouldevenreact,thetwowerealreadyhuggingontohimtightly!

“You…Youreallyscaredmehalftodeath,Gerald…!IthoughtIwasn’tgoingtobeabletoseeyou

again…!”criedoutNoriasshepattedGerald’sbackinherexcitementandjoy.

“Indeed!Wewereworriedtodeathaboutyou,brotherGerald!I…I’mjustgladthatyou’reokay…!”

addedRay,hisentirebodytremblingfromhowrelievedhewas.

Laughingashepattedboththeirshoulderstocomfortthem,Geraldthenreplied,“There,there…I’m

finenow!Still,I’llsurelybeshoweredwithblessingsnowthatI’vemanagedtogetthroughthis

disaster!”

Atthatmoment,Zelig—whohadbeenstandingtogetherwithCyrilfromafarforawhilenow—couldn’t

helpbutsmileashecalledout,“BrotherGerald…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldgotNoriandRayoffhimbeforewalkingovertoZelig…

OnlytoseeNorirushingforwardandstandingrightbeforehim,staringintentlystraightintohiseyes…

Momentarilyfrozeninplace,unsureofwhatNoriwasevenplanningtodo,theconfusedGeraldthen

asked,“…Is…somethingthematter?”

Insteadofreturningaverbalreply,Norisimplyheldthebackofhisneckbeforepullinghimclosetoher

face…andkissinghimrightonhislips!

Naturally,Geraldwasleftutterlyflabbergasted.TothinkthatNoriwouldbethisproactive!



Eventheotherswereshocked,buttheysoonfoundthemselvesgigglinglikeschoolchildren.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatGeraldwasfinallyback,Junocouldfinallybreatheeasy.Everything

wasgoingtobefineaslongasGeraldwassafe…

“…Humph!So,youstillknowhowtoreturn,huh?AndhereIthoughtyouhaddiedsomewherealone!”

grumbledNoriassheglaredatGerald.

Scratchingthebackofhisheadslightlyawkwardly,Geraldsimplysmiledbackatherbeforereplying,

“…Well…IguessI’mjustaluckyguy!”Meanwhile,OldHughescouldbeseenleadingtheshadowyfigure

andafewmenacrossamountainrangethatwassurroundedbyflames.Withlavaandfireeverywhere,

itmadethemountainnotonlyfeelhot,butalsoratherintimidating…

ThegroupwasheretohelptheshadowyfigureobtaintheSwordofMight,which—justliketheFishgut

Swordwhichwasalsoborninthesamegeneration—wasanancientweapon.Whilesuchswordshad

restrictionsastowhowasabletowieldthem,ifthesworddeemedtheuserworthy,thenthewielder

wouldbegrantedthesword’spowers,andeachswordnaturallyhaddifferentpowers.

Regardless,nowthattheFishgutSwordwasinGerald’shands,itwastheshadowyfigure’sturntoobtain

hisownsword.UponobtainingtheSwordofMight,hewouldundoubtedlybestrongandconfident

enoughtoovertakeDragonbloodCity…

Soonenough,theyarrivedatacave…anduponentering,everyonewasabletoseevein-likestreamsof

lavacreepingalloverthecave’swalls.

Afterwalkingforabit,OldHughesturnedtofacetheshadowyfigurebeforelookingatastonepillar

whilesaying,“Thecavewe’reiniscalledtheTitanCave,andtheSwordofMightiswithinthestone

pillarinfrontofus!”

Franklyspeaking,thelayoutofthiscavewasn’tallthatdifferentcomparedtoFishgutCave,theonly



major—andobvious—differencebeingallthelavastreamsaswellastheimmenseheat.

“Isee!Sothat’stheancientSwordofMightthatpossessesthepoweroffire!”declaredtheshadowy

figure.

“Indeeditis…Seethatstoneoverthere?Theonewiththepalmprintcarvedintoit?Placeyourhandon

itandit’lltransferthepoweroffireintoyourbody!Followingthat,you’llbeabletounlockthestone

pillartoobtainthesword!”explainedOldHughes.

Uponhearingthat,theshadowyfiguredidashewastold…andthesecondhispalmfittedintothe

carving,thestoneinstantlyreactedbysummoningred-hotflamesthatquicklyengulfedtheshadowy

figure’shand!

Clenchinghisteeth,theshadowyfigureresistedtheurgetoshoutashishandburnedwithintheflames.

“Endureit.Thisistheonlywayyou’llbeabletoobtainthesword,”saidOldHugheswhenhesawhow

paletheshadowyfigure’sfacewasgetting.

Understandingthatifheretractedhishandnow,allhispreviouspainwould’vebeenfornothing,the

shadowyfiguresimplycontinuedtoleratingthepainasbestashecould…

Withblueveinsalreadybulginghorriblyonhisarm,theshadowyfigurecouldn’thelpbutscreamin

agonywhenhisentirebodysuddenlyignited!

Barelyasecondlater,anexplosivesoundthatresoundedthroughoutthecavecouldbeheardcoming

frombehindthem.

Lookingback,itappearedthatthestonepillarhadcrackedopenduetotheimmenseflames…



WiththeSwordofMightnowfreefromitsconfines,everyonewasabletoseehowbeautifultheblade

was.Withthehandledecoratedwithfieryredlinesandthebladecarvedwithdraconicpatterns,the

SwordofMighttrulylookedmajestic…

Bythispoint,theshadowyfigurehimselfhadalreadyrecoveredfromhispain.Quicklywalkingoverto

thestonepillar,heinstantlygrabbedthesword’shandlebeforeforcefullyyankingitout!

Thesecondtheswordwaspulledout,dragon-likeflamesinstantlysurgedoutfromthesword’sblade…

Asinistersmileonhisface,theshadowyfigurethenliftedtheswordhighashelaughedarrogantly

beforedeclaring,“TheSwordofMight…It’sfinallymine!Theworldisgoingtobeminesoon!”

Totheshadowyfigure,owningtheTitanSwordessentiallymeantthathehadjustobtained

immeasurablepower.

DuetotheSwordofMight’sabilitytocompletelymeltanyoneitkilled,notonlywouldtheshadowy

figurenowbeabletokillintheblinkofaneye,butnobonesorbloodofhisvictimswouldevenremain!

Ittrulywasaterrifyingitem…

Seeingthattheshadowyfigurehadsuccessfullywieldedthesword,OldHughesthenwalkeduptohim

beforesaying,“Nowthatyou’veobtainedtheSwordofMight,youmustremembertokeepyour

promiseoflettingmebeinchargeofDragonbloodcityafteryou’veconqueredit.”

Naturally,OldHugheshadn’tledtheshadowyfigureherewiththegoodnessinhisheart.Thetruthwas,

hehadonlydonesojustsothathecouldendupbecomingthesupremeleaderofDragonbloodcity

oncetheshadowyfigureobtainedthesword’spower.

AsforwhyhehadallowedGeraldtoobtaintheFishgutSwordfirst,itwasessentiallysothattheTitan

Swordcouldberetrievedinthefirstplace.Puttingitbluntly,theFishgutSwordactedasasortofseal

thatpreventedtheTitanSwordfrombeingobtained.ThismeantthattheTitanSwordcouldonlybe

takenoncetheFishgutSwordwasretrieved.Inlayman’sterms,itwasbasicallylikehowwaterandfire



contradictedeachother.

Regardless,afterhearingwhatOldHugheshadtosay,theshadowyfigurerevealedaslysmilebefore

staringwickedlyattheoldmanashesaid,“Youknow,Istilldon’tknowforsurehowpowerfulthis

swordis,MasterHughes.HowcanIbesurethatI’llbeabletoconquerDragonbloodCitywithouttesting

itfirst…?”

“Youdon’thavetoworryaboutthat!NowthattheFishgutSwordisnolongersealingtheTitanSword’s

power,itsstrengthhasbeengreatlyenhanced!Asimpleswingoftheswordissufficientindealing

massivedamagetoyoursurroundings!Asforwhathappenswhenyouslashsomeonewithit,I’msure

youalreadyknowthatthepersonwillinstantlymelt!”repliedOldHugheswithasmile,notrealizingthat

hisfinalmomentswerenear.

“Howpowerful!Thoughagain,IbelievethatIreallyshouldtestitonsomeonetoseetheeffectsfor

myself…”sneeredthesmirkingshadowyfigureashelookedatOldHugheswithanevilglintinhiseyes.

Nowfeelingratheruneasyfromtheshadowyfigure’sexpression,OldHughescouldn’thelpbutstutter,

“…You…W-whatareyouplanningtodo?”

“Oh,nothingmuch…I’mjustusingyouasmytestsubject!”yelledtheshadowyfigureasheinstantly

stabbedOldHughesheadwithamalicioussmileonhisface!

Withhisheadinstantlycatchingfire,OldHughescouldonlyscreaminagonyasthefirespreadtothe

restofhisbody!

Watchingasfiery-redlinesbegancoursingthroughouttheoldman’sdyingbody,theshadowyfigure

wasnowabletoconfirmthetruepoweroftheSwordofMight.Astheoldmanhadsaid,asingleslash

reallywassufficienttocompletelymeltaperson!

OldHugheshimselfhadn’texpectedsuchaterriblefatetobefallhimself,buttherewaslittlethathe

coulddonow…



Soonenough,allthatremainedoftheoldmanwasaslowlydiminishingflame…

“AsifI’dstillhaveauseforyouafterobtainingtheTitanSword…PlanningontakingoverDragonblood

Cityonmywatch?Dreamon!”scoffedtheshadowyfigureasheglaredatthedyingflame.

OldHugheswasmerelyapawntohim.Apawntohelphimobtainthesword…

Nowthatthepawnhadfulfilleditspurpose,itnolongerhadanyusetohim…Thatnight,chaosensued

withinDragonbloodCity.

TheHulkeroicUnionwascompletelywipedout,andTigerhimself—theleaderoftheunion—metagrisly

endwithallhislimbsbutcheredrightoffhisbody…

Naturally,newsofthatstruckfearinnotonlythepeopleofthecity,butalsoallthemajorclansthere…

Regardless,whenmorningcame,GeraldandtheotherswererestingintheZornfamily’shomewhenall

ofasudden,theywerealertedbythepresenceofseveralpeopleswiftlyapproachingthem.

Thesecondtheygottheirweaponsready,theywerejustintimetowitnessashadowyfigure

descendingfromthesky,followedshortlyafterbyseveralmoremendressedfullyinblack.

“…They’restrongandhavemaliciousintent,Gerald.Please,becareful…!”whisperedJuno.

Geraldhimselfwaswellawareofthis,thoughhesimplynoddedinresponse.Fromwhathecouldsee,

theshadowyfigure—whowasreleasinganimmensemurderousintent—hadatleastenteredtheThird

RankoftheAvatarRealm…



Afterashortpause,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforeasking,“…Whoareyou?Andwhyareyouhere?”

Truthbetold,Geraldfeltthathehadnevercomeacrossthispersonbefore.Withthatinmind,hewas

wonderingwhytheshadowyfigurewasheretocausetroubleforhimandhisfriends.

“Look,justhandtheFishgutSwordoverandI’llspareyourlife!”sneeredtheshadowyfigurewithout

beatingaroundthebush.

Uponhearingthat,Gerald’sexpressiondarkenedalmostinstantaneously.Tothinkthattheshadowy

figurenotonlyknewabouttheFishgutsword,buthealsoknewthatitwasinGerald’spossession!

“Whatkindofswordevenisthat?Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout!”bluffedGerald.

“Cutthecr*pandstopplayingdumb!I’mwellawarethatOldHughesledyoutothatsword!Nowhand

itoveroryou’llsoonbemeetinghimintheafterlife!”threatenedtheshadowyfigure.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyknewthatsomethingmust’vehappenedtoOldHughes.

“…You…Whathaveyoudonetohim?!”growledGerald,afrownonhisfaceasheglaredattheshadowy

figure.

Laughinghystericallyinresponse,theshadowyfigurethenretorted,“Gerald,Gerald,Gerald…Youtruly

aretooinnocentforyourowngood!Doyoureallyrespectthatoldbuffoon?Hewassimplyusingyou!

Justsoyouknow,heonlyletyougettheFishgutSwordfirstsothatIcouldobtaintheTitanSword!The

SwordofMight!ThedealwasformetowipeouttheHulkeroicUnionandmakehimthesupremeleader

ofDragonbloodCityafterIobtainedthesword!Ofcourse,thingsdidn’tgoasheplanned…ButwhyamI

tellingyouallthis,you’llsoonbemeetinghiminhellanyway!”

Afterhearingallthat,Geraldfoundhimselfmomentarilyflabbergasted.TothinkthatOldHugheswas

actuallysuchaperson…



“…WhatdoyoumeanyouwereonlyabletoobtaintheTitanSwordafterIgottheFishgutSword?How

arethosetwothingsevenrelated?”askedGerald.

“Hah!Yousee,theFishgutSwordwassealingtheTitanSword!Thankstoyoutakingitaway,Iwasable

toobtaintheTitanSword!”explainedtheshadowyfigure.

Sothat’swhy…Itappearedthathetrulyhadbeenused.

Followingthat,theshadowyfigureevenliftedtheTitanSwordforGeraldtosee,theswordconstantly

emittingstrong,crimsonflamesandanoverwhelmingaura…“Regardless,don’tmakemerepeatmyself!

HandovertheFishgutSwordandI’llspareyourlives!Otherwise,you’llallgetatasteoftheTitan

Sword!”threatenedtheshadowyfigure.

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tgoingtohanditoverthateasily.Afterall,theFishgutSwordwasoneoftheten

ancientholyswords.Itwasn’teasyforhimtoobtainit,sohesureashellwasn’tgoingtojustgiveit

awaysosimply.

Truthbetold,Geraldalsofeltthattheshadowyfigurewasn’tstrongenoughtodefeathim.Withthatin

mind,GeraldwonderedifhecouldobtaintheTitanSwordaswellafterdefeatinghim…

Asanideacametohim,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeyelling,“Allofyou,seekshelterfirst!I’ll

dealwithhim!”

Whateverthecasewas,Junoandtheothersweren’ttheshadowyfigure’smatch.Withthatinmind,

themstayinghereforanylongerwouldonlyresultinthemgettingkilled.

Understandingthattheywouldonlybeaburdentohiminthissituation,Gerald’spartysimply

exchangedglancesbeforenoddingandrushingoff.



OnceGeraldwassurethattheyweregone,hethenturnedtofacetheshadowyfigurebeforedeclaring,

“Iproposethatwehaveadueltothedeath!Justthetwoofus!IfIlose,youcanhavemylifeaswellas

theFishgutSword!However,you’llalsohavetopromisethatyou’llsparemyfriends’lives.Deal?”

Withouteventheslightesthesitation,theshadowyfigurethenreplied,“Deal!AsifI’deverlosewiththe

SwordofMightinmyhands!”

Totheshadowyfigure,Geraldwasn’tevergoingtobehismatch.Afterall,possessingtheTitanSword

wasakintohimholdingallthepowerintheworld,andthatdefinitelyservedtoamplifyhisarrogance…

Evenso,sincebothofthemhadalreadyenteredtheThirdrankoftheAvatarRealm,itwasn’tclearwho

wouldbethevictorofthisbattle…

Eitherway,afterwieldingtheirswordsandgettingintotheirattackstances,bothofthemsimplyglared

ateachother,remainingmotionlessastheyawaitedtheotherpartytostrike…

Withouttheslightestwarning,theshadowyfigurethenletoutamightyroarbeforeswinginghissword

andsendingasurgeofflamesflyingtowardGerald!Withhowfastthesolidifiedflameswereflying

towardGerald,anyregularpersongettinghitbythatattackwouldsurelyendupgettingslicedinhalf!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tafraidatall.Instead,hesimplyswungtheFishgutSword,sendinghisownsurge

ofsparklingwaterflyingtowardtheshadowyfigure’sattack!

Itwasclearthattheshadowyfigurehadforgottenthatwatertriumphedoverfire.Asproofofthat,the

TitanSwordwasonlyabletobeobtainedaftertheFishgutSwordwaspulledout.Withthatinmind,just

likehowwatercouldputfireout,theFishgutSwordcouldeasilycanceloutanyoftheTitanSword’s

attacks.

Withthatinmind,Gerald’ssurgeofwatereasilyputouttheshadowyfigure’sfieryattack!



Naturally,thisstunnedtheshadowyfigure.Hehadn’ttakenthisintoaccount!

Seeingthattheshadowyfigurewasmomentarilyflabbergasted,Geraldquicklytookthechancetofish

outatalisman—fromhisstoragering—beforetossingitintothesky!

Thenextthingtheshadowyfigureknew,thetalismanhadburnedupintheair,summoningseveral

pricklylianavinesthatquicklywrappedthemselvesaroundhim!

Followingthat,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSwordbeforepointingitsbladetowardthesky

andyelling,“BythePoweroftheAstrabyss!”

Immediatelyafter,apurplevortexwithflickeringlightningbeganforminginthesky…andsecondslater,

abeamoflightboltedoutofthevortexandrightintotheAstrabyssSword!

Withthatdone,Geraldthenswunghissworddownhard,sendingasurgeofblindingwhitelightflying

towardtheshadowyfigure!

Theshadowyfigurecouldonlyscreaminagonyasthelightslicedthroughhisbody…!Untilnofurther

screamingfollowed.

Nownothingbutashes,theshadowyfigurewasnomore.Tillhisdyingbreath,hehadn’texpectedtobe

killedoffbyGeraldsoeasily…Withtheshadowyfigurenowdead,hismeninstantlyturnedtofaceeach

otherbeforefleeingthearea!Afterall,nowthattheirbosswasdead,therewasnopointinthem

stayingthereforanylonger.

Realizingthattherewasatokenofsortswithintheshadowyfigure’sashes,Geraldpickedituptosee

whatwaswrittenonit…

Thewords‘GhostSect’hadbeencarvedintricatelyontothetoken,andGeraldcouldonlyraiseaslight

browwhenhesawthat.WhatkindofmysteriousorganizationcouldtheGhostSectbe…?



HistrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardNoricallingout,“Gerald!”

Turningaround,hewatchedashisfriendsquicklyrantowardhim.

StoppingrightbeforeGerald,Norithenaskedinaconcernedtone,“Areyoualright,Gerald?Areyou

hurtanywhere?”

Smilinginresponse,Geraldsimplysaid,“Don’tworry,I’mfine!”

Uponhearingthat,Noriandtheotherswereinstantlyrelieved.Tothem,aslongasGeraldwasfine,all

waswellintheworld…

Nowthatthingshadcalmeddown,GeraldturnedtolookattheTitanSwordthatwashovering

menacinglyintheair…

Walkingovertoit,hethengrabbedontothehilt…andthesecondhedid,hotandpowerfulenergy

surgedrightthroughhispalmandintohiselixir-of-lifefield!

Withhowburning-hothiselixir-of-lifefieldwasnowfeeling,Geraldcouldtellthatallthepainhewas

currentlyexperiencingwasduetothesword’spower!

“G-Gerald?What’swrong?”askedNoriwhenshesawhispainedexpression.

“Stayback!”yelledGeraldashequicklysatattheside.

Hearingthat,Noriandtheothersdidn’tdaregoclosetohim.Theycouldonlystareathimfromafar,

hopingthathewouldturnoutfine…



Regardless,GeraldquicklytookoutaHeaven’sapplebeforedevouringit.Oncethatwasdone,he

instantlybeganmeditating.

Tohisshock,eatingtheholyfruitdidn’tlessenthefierysensationinhisbodyatall.Infact,itonlymade

itmoreintense!

Yellinginagony,Gerald’sforeheadwasnowdrenchedinsweat,showingjusthowmuchpainthe

sword’spowerwasinflictingontohim.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldeventuallycollapsedfromtheexcruciatingpain!

Uponseeingthat,Noriimmediatelyshouted,“Gerald…!”

Assheranovertocheckonhim,Junoherselfquicklyorderedherservantstocarryhimoverintoaroom

torest.

Unbeknownsttotheothers,theTitanandFishgutSwordhadbothmorphedintoasinglebeamoflight

thatthenenteredGerald’sbody…

ItwouldtakeanentiredaybeforeGeraldregainedconsciousnessagain…

Whenthedazedyouthfinallyawoke,thefirstthinghesawwasNorilyingbythesideofhisbed.He

couldn’thelpbutthinkhowlovelyshelooked,evenwhenshewasasleep…

Herearstwitchingashisbedsheetsrustled,NoriwokewithastartbeforelookingatGeraldandjoyously

exclaiming,“G-Gerald!You’refinallyawake…!”



AfterGeraldfaintedthedaybefore,allhisfriendshadbeenscaredhalftodeath,thinkingthat

somethingterriblehadbefallenhim…

Nowthathewasawake,Noricouldfinallybreathealittleeasier…

Noddingslowlyinresponse,Geraldquicklyfoundthathebarelyhadanyenergytoevenmove.

Still,whilehewasnowfeelingextremelyweak,Geraldcouldtellthathehadsurprisinglyalready

breachedintoyetanotherrank!Withthatsaid,hewasnowintheFourthrankoftheAvatarRealm…

Whilethatwasthecase,whywashefeelingsoweakafteradvancing?Ittrulywaspuzzling…

Ashethoughtaboutit,hefiguredthatithadsomethingtodowiththeSwordofMight.Afterall,before

fainting,hevaguelyrememberedthatnotonlyhadthefierypoweroftheTitanSwordsurgedintohis

body,buthisownpowerhadalsobeencontinuouslysappedbysomething.

Whateverthecasewas,theSwordofMighttrulywasapowerfulweapon…Evenmorepowerfulthan

theFishgutSword,infact.

Thoughthatwasthecase,whywastheshadowyfigurenotGerald’smatchwhenhewieldedit?From

whatGeraldcouldtell,itwasbecausehewasn’tthefatedone.Withthatinmind,theshadowyfigure

probablywasn’tabletoinheritandusethesword’spoweratitsfullestpotential.

Withthatinmind,Gerald—beingthefatedone—probablyexperiencedthefullbruntofthesword’s

powerduetotheTitanSwordacknowledginghim,whichledtohimeventuallyfainting…

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Geraldfeltthathisthoughtprocessmadesense,andthatallthatpain

wasnecessarysothathecouldpossessthefullpoweroftheTitanSword…



Nowthathisquestionshadbeenanswered,GeraldretrievedaHeaven’sapplefromhisstoragering

beforeslowlymunchingonit…

Notonlywastheholyfruitabletohelphimundergobreakthroughs,butitwasalsocapableofhealing

injuriesandrestoringhisenergy.Ittrulywasatreasuredspecialmedicine…

Trueenough,afterfinishingthefruit,Geraldpromptlyregainedhisstrength,andtheaurainhisbody

finallystabilized…

Nowthathehadrecovered,GeraldgotoutofbedbeforeleavingtheroomtogetherwithNori…

Astheypassedbythecourtyard,theduosawRayandtheothertwofromhispartychattingthere.

UponrealizingthatGeraldhadregainedconsciousness,thesurprisedRayquicklyranovertohimwhile

shouting,“BrotherGerald!You’reawake!”

Cyrilranoveraswell,andhequicklyaddedinaconcernedtone,“Howareyoufeeling?Areyoualright?

Youscaredushalftodeathyesterday,youknow?”

Smilingasheshookhishead,Geraldthenreplied,“I’mfeelingfinenow!ThepoweroftheTitanSword

wassimplytooimmense,whichwaswhyIendedupfaintingyesterday!”

“Isee!Speakingofwhich,BrotherGerald,Ican’thelpbutnoticethatyourpower’sincreasedagain…

Haveyoubrokenthrough?”askedRayobservantlyashelookedatGerald.

“You’reright!Iwassurprisedtofindoutaboutthattoo,butIguessI’venowenteredtheFourthrankin

theAvatarRealm!”repliedGerald.

Beingabletoriseuptworanksinlessthanaweek…Geraldtrulywasenviable…



“Youreallyareagodforbeingabletobreakthroughsofast,BrotherGerald!Tothinkthatyou’ve

alreadyenteredtheFourthrankoftheAvatarRealm…Yousimplyaretoopowerful!”praisedCyrilwitha

smile.

Afterall,regularpeoplecouldn’tevenbreakthroughasinglerankaftercultivatingfordecadesandeven

centuries!YethereGeraldwas,risingtherankssoeasily!Ifthosewhohadtrainedforsolongknew

aboutthis,they’dsurelybeirritatedtodeath!

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplysaidinahumbletone,“It’snothing,really.I’mjustreallylucky!”

Shakinghishead,RaypausedforamomentbeforetakingoutablacktokenandhandingittoGeraldas

hesaid,“Speakingofwhich,BrotherGerald,youdroppedthisblacktokenthedaybefore…Where

exactlydidyougetthis?”

“Ah,thattokenwasallthatremainedafterhedied.Why?Doyouknowaboutthetoken?”askedGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Raythenexplained,“It’sanexclusiveitemoftheGhostSect!”

“Ray,whatexactlyisthisGhostSect?”Geraldaskedcuriously.

Then,Raystartedexplainingindetail.

Afterlisteningtotheexplanation,Geraldandtherestunderstooditnow.Apparently,GhostSectwasa

placewheretheghostslived,andtheblackshadowshouldbeamemberofGhostSect.

“Then,howcanIgothere?”



Afterapause,Geraldaskedboldly.

Rayopenedhiseyeswideandstaredathiminsurpriseuponhearinghim.Hedidn’texpectthatGerald

wouldhavethisidea.

GhostSectwasnotaplacethatanyonecouldgoto.ItwasintheterritoryofGhostRealm,aplacefor

lonelysoulsandwildghostswhichwereruledbytheGhostKing.

“BrotherGerald,GhostSectisnotagoodplace.Itisbetternottogothere!”

RayremindedGeraldseriously.

“Ray,don’tworry.SincethismatterisrelatedtoGhostSect,IthinkIshouldgothereandinvestigate!”

Geraldpattedonhisshoulderandsaid.

WhydidthepeopleofGhostSectcometoDragonbloodCityandtrytosnatchthisancientholysword

away?ThismysterymadeGeraldverypuzzled.Hehadtosolveit.

“Alright.Sinceyouinsistongoing,Iwillgowithyou!”

RayknewthathecouldnotpersuadeGeraldnottogo,sohecouldonlychoosetoaccompanyhim.

Afterthat,RaytoldGeraldthetimewhenGhostSectwasopenedanditslocation.

Twodayslater,atmidnight.

ThiswasthedaywhentheentranceofGhostSectwouldopen.



Onthisday,alltheghostswouldgatherheretoenterGhostSect.

GeraldandRaywenttotheentranceofGhostSect.Asfortheotherthree,Geralddidnotletthemcome

alongtoavoidbeingnoticed.

Therewerealotofghostsattheentrance.

ItwasthefirsttimeGeraldhadseensomanyghosts,andthisamazedhim.

“Ray,willtheseghostshurtpeople?”

GeraldleanedclosertoRayandwhisperedintohisear.

Rayshookhisheadslightlyandreplied,“Don’tworry,theywon’t.Todayisthedayofpeace.Noghost

canhurtotherghosts.”

Hearingthis,Geraldfeltrelieved.

However,theyonlyhadtwelvehours,ortobeprecise,itwasGeraldwhoonlyhadtwelvehours.

Whenthetimewasup,hehadtoleaveGhostSectimmediately,orhewouldnotbeabletogetout

foreverandremainthereasaghost.

Soon,itwastime.Thedoorofthespiritualworldopened,andalltheghostsflockedin.

RayledGeraldintothespiritualworldthroughthedoor.



Onceinside,theysawahugeghostcitywheremanyghostshadsetupstallstosellthingsjustlikea

townintheoldendays.

TodaywasthemostenjoyabledayfortheghostbecausetheycouldcometoGhostSecttobuythings

forthemselves.Theonlythingwasthattheydidnottradewithordinarycoins,butcoinsspeciallyused

inGhostSect.So,theyhadtogotoexchangeforsome.

“Ray,areallthesethingsaroundhereedible?They’remakingmehungry!”

Walkingalongthestreet,Geraldsawalotoffoodaroundhimwhichmadehimhungry,soheasked.

“Hehe,youcaneatthem,butyouwilllosealotofmasculineauraonceyoudosobecausetheseare

foodforghosts,nothumans.”

RaysmiledandrepliedtoGerald.

Geraldwasdiscouragedimmediatelyuponhearingthis.Hedidnotdaretothinkaboutitanymoreashe

didnotwanttolosehismasculineaura.

“Let’sgo.I’llbringyoutoaplace!”

RaytoldGeraldandbroughthimtoabuildingnotfarawaywithbigsteps.

Onceinside,Geraldrealizedthatitwasahugecasino.

ThiswasacasinoinGhostSect.Itwasdifferentfromthecasinosinthehumanworld.



“Ray,whydoIhaveafeelingthattheghostscan’tfeelme?”

Suddenly,GeralddiscoveredsomethingandaskedRay.

Hehadafeelingthathewasbeingtotallyignored,andtheghostsarounddidn’tnoticehimatall.What

madehimfeelevenstrangerwasthatsomeghostsevenpassedrightthroughhisbody.

“Becauseyouarenotarealghost,theywon’tdiscoveryou.Moreover,nohumansareallowedinhere!”

RayexplainedtoGeraldimmediately.

WhenGeraldheardhim,hewasveryexcited.Thatwouldmeanthathewasinvisiblerightnow.

“Gerald,it’suptoyounow.Youcanuseyourinvisibilitytohelpmegamblesothatwecanwinsome

moneytobuysomegoodthings.”

RaysuggestedtoGerald.

“Alright,Ray.Noproblem,justwatchme!”

Geraldagreedwithoutreservation.Itwasgreatthathehadfinallyfoundhisadvantagehere.

Later,RaygotGeraldtostandintheinnermostpositionsothathecouldgetagoodpeeptosee

everything.

AsforRay,hesatinfrontofthetable.Justamomentago,whenhewassqueezingthroughthecrowd,



hehadstolenaghostcoinfromaghosttomakethecoinhisstartupcapital.

Soonafter,theghoststandinginthemiddleofthetablestartedtorollthedice.

Afterrollingforawhile,theghostcoveredthedicewithalid,andRaylookedatGeraldwhowasbehind

theghost.

Afteraquickpeek,GeraldgaveRayahandsignal.

“Ibetlow!”

AfterseeingGerald’shandsignal,Rayshoutedloudly.

Then,heputthemoneyonthelowslot.

Aftermakinghisbet,theghostrevealedthedice.

Whenheopenedit,itwasindeedalownumber.

Thismadetheghostsaroundthemapplause.Theydidn’texpectRaytobesogoodatgamblingsomuch

sothathehadmadeprofitsinjustonego.

However,Raydidnotplantostopthere.

Sincetheywerealreadythere,hewantedtomakeafortune.



Soonafter,thesecondroundstarted.

Justlikebefore,theghostinthemiddlerolledthedice.

Then,hecoveredthediceagain.

Meanwhile,Gerald,whowasbehindtheghost,toldRaythenumberusinghandsignals.

Afterlookingatthehandsignal,Rayputallhismoneyonthelowslotoncemore.

“Istillwanttobetlow!”

Rayshoutedandputallthemoneyonthelowslot.

Later,theghostrevealedthedice.

Sureenough,itwasalownumber.

Raywonagain.Butthistime,hewonmuchmorethanthefirsttime.

“Alright,Ihavehadenough,soI’llstopplaying!”

Hehadmadeenoughtoaffordafeast.Therefore,Raydidn’twanttocontinuegambling.

However,therewasanunspokenruleincasinosinthehumanworld,andthatwas,thosewhowon

shouldnotleave.Ofcourse,thisappliedtocasinosinthespiritualworldaswell.



“Wait!”

BeforeRaycouldtakeanotherstep,afewghostsstoppedhim.

TheghoststandinginthemiddlewalkedtowardRayandstaredathim.“Thereisnosuchthingas

leavingafterwinning.”

“Why?Doyouguyshavethegutstoplaythegame?Orisitthatyoucan’taffordtolose?”

Raystaredattheghostcoldly.Hedidn’texpectthattheghostherewouldbejustlikehumansinthereal

world,playingroguewhentheycouldn’taffordtolose.Theystillwantedtoberascalswhentheywere

alreadyghosts.ThisirritatedRayalot.

“Huh!Youcaneithercontinuetogambleuntilyouloseallthemoney,oryoucanhandoverthemoney

beforeyouleave.Therearetwooptions,youchoose!”

TheghoststandinginthemiddlesneeredandwarnedRay,staringathimwiththreateningeyes.

Itseemedthattheghostdidnotplantolethimleave.

Sincethatwasthecase,Raywouldnotletthemhavetheirway.

“Isthatso?WhatifIdon’tchooseeitherofthem?”

Raylookedatthemandaskedagain.



“Then,don’tblameusfornotshowingmercy!”

Theghostinthemiddlesnortedandsignaledtheghostsaroundhim.

Rightafter,thesurroundingghostschargedtowardRayandGerald.

Sincetheyhadmadetheirmoves,Geraldwasdefinitelynotgoingtosparethem.

HesummonedhisFishgutSwordimmediatelyandslashedthem.

Swish!

Atonce,theFishgutSwordwipedoutafewghostseffortlessly.

Seeingthis,theghoststandinginthemiddleshowedfearonhisface.Hedidn’tknowthatGeraldwould

bethispowerfulandpossesssuchapowerfulweapon.

“Youarenotaghost,butahuman!”

Theghostshoutedinsurprise.

“Hehe.Goodthatyouknownow.So,areyoustillgoingtostopme?”

Geraldsmirkedandaskedtheghost.

Now,theghostdidnotdaretobearrogantanymore.Heloweredhisheadandsaid,“No,Iwon’tdareto.



Please,youmayleave!”

Hearingthis,Geraldsmiledinsatisfaction.Then,heleftthecasinowithRay.

Aftertheyhadleft,GeraldandRayfoundaspottositdown.

“Wow,that’ssomuchmoney!”

Gerald’seyesglowedashelookedatthebagfullofmoneyinRay’sarms.

“Hehe.Thisisnotrealmoney,butthemoneyofghosts.”

RaychuckledandexplainedtoGerald.

ThemoneycouldonlybeusedinGhostSect.Itcouldn’tbeusedintherealworld,so,itwaskindof

uselesseveniftheyhadalot.

“Ray,I’mveryhungry.WhatshouldIdo?”

AsGeraldwastalkingtoRay,hisstomachwasalreadyrumblingloudly.

“Okay.Letmeseeifthere’saplacewhereyoucaneat.Weshouldfindaplacetospendthemoney!”

Onceheheardthat,RaysuggestedtoGerald.

Then,RaystartedscouringGhostSectwithGerald.



Soon,Raysawabigrestaurantthatlookedsimilartoarestaurantintherealworld.

HeledGeraldintotherestaurant.

“Boss!”

Rayshoutedloudlyoncehewentin,onlytoseeamaninwhitecomeoutfrominsideandgreetthem

withabrightsmile.

“Hehe.Whatwouldyouliketoeat?”

TherestaurateuraskedbothRayandGerald.

Hearingthis,RayandGeraldwereshocked.Theydidn’texpectthattherestaurateurcouldseeGerald.

“Youcanseeme?”Geraldlookedattherestaurateurinsurpriseandasked.

“Ofcourse!”

Therestaurateursmiledandanswered.

Hearingthis,GeraldlookedatRayimmediatelyandstartedworrying.

“Ray,itcan’tbethattheeffectofmymedicinehaspassed,right?”



GeraldaskedRayinsurprise,then,hequicklytookouthismobilephonetocheckthetime.

Lookingatthetime,twelvehourswerenotupyet.Hehadonlybeenherefortwohours.

Butwhycouldthisrestaurateurseehim?ThismadeGeraldwonderinastonishment.

“Boss,whycanyouseehim?”

Rayaskedtherestaurateurcuriously.

“Ha!Ha!BecauseI’mahuman,justlikeyou!”

Therestaurateursmiledandexplained.

RayandGeraldfinallyunderstoodthesituation.So,thatwaswhy.

“Areyoualsoahalf-phantom?”

Rayaskedsuspiciously.

Therestaurateurnoddedandsaid,“Yes,Iam.Letmeintroducemyself.MynameisGarrenHenry.I’m

theownerofthisrestaurant,andIamspecificallyresponsibleforreceivingpeoplefromtherealworld

here!”

“Nicetomeetyou,Garren.IamRayLeighton,andthisismyfriend,GeraldCrawford.Wewerehungry,

sowecametogetsomefood.Sincewearenothalf-phantom,wecan’teatthefoodinGhostSect!”



Then,RayintroducedhimselftoGarranandexplainedthereasonforcomingtothisplace.

“Noproblem.Don’tworry.ThefoodIservehereissafeforhumans!”

Garrensaidimmediately.

Then,heseatedRayandGeraldatatable

“Garren,dohumanscomehereoften?”

Onceseated,RayaskedGarren.

“Notreally.Mostoftheguestswhocomehereareghosts.Humansrarelycome.Besides,Ionlycome

hereforbusinesswhentheentranceofthespiritualworldisopen.Youarethefirsttwohumansfrom

therealworldI’vemet,”Garrenexplained.

“Right,youdon’tlooklikeordinarypeople.Youmustbecultivators,right?”

Afterthat,GarrenlookedatRayagainandasked.

RaywasstartledwhenheheardGarren’swords.Hedidn’texpectthatGarrenwouldknow.

“Howdidyouknow?”

Rayaskedinsurprise.



“Hehe.Peoplewhocometomyplaceareallcultivators.Therewouldn’tbeanyotherpeople!”

Garrenchuckledandexplained.

“Then,youmustbeoneaswell!”

RaystaredatGarren.Sincehewasahalf-phantom,hehadtoalsobeacultivator.

“Hehe,I’mnotreallyacultivator.It’sjustthatIbecamelikethisbecauseofanaccident.”

Garrenlaughedbitterlyandexplained.

Intruth,therewereveryfewpeoplewhocouldbecomehalf-phantoms.Somebyaccident,andsomeby

experiment.

However,RayandJunohadbecomehalf-phantomsduetoaccidents.

Soonafter,Garrenservedalotoffoodontheirtable.Allthefoodwasfromtherealworld.

Lookingatthefood,theireyesglowed.

“Comeon,digin.There’smoreifthisisnotenough!”

Garrentoldthem.

Afterthat,GeraldandRaystartedfeasting.



“Bytheway,didyouguyscomeherefortheGhostlyPearl?”

“GhostlyPearl?”

Geraldwaspuzzledwhenheheardthat.

ItwashisfirsttimehearingaboutthisGhostlyPearl.

“What?Youdon’tknowaboutit?”

GarrensawGerald’spuzzledlookandaskedinsurprise.

GeraldandRayshooktheirheads.

“TheGhostlyPearlisthetreasureofGhostSect.Itissaidthatitcanincreaseone’scultivationlevel

manyfold.That’swhymanysoulcultivatorswantedtostealit.Andyet,youactuallydon’tknowabout

it?”

GarrenstaredatGeraldinsurpriseasheexplained,hisfaceexpressinghisdisbelief.

“Then,wherecanIgetthisGhostlyPearl?”

Geraldaskeddirectly.

SincetheGhostlyPearlwassoprecious,ittriggeredGerald’sinterestgreatly.Now,hewasthinkingof

gettingit.



“It’snotthateasy.TheGhostlyPearlisinthehandofGhostKing.It’sthetreasureofGhostKing,so

gettingtheGhostlyPearlwouldnotbeasimpletask.Manysoulcultivatorsdiedathishands!”

Later,Garrentoldthemwithadoubtfullook.

FromGarren’swords,theyknewthattheGhostlyPearlmustbeaveryextraordinarything.Besides,the

GhostKingthathementionedwastheleaderofGhostSect.Hewasn’tsomeonewhocouldbedefeated

bysimplyanyone.

“WhereisGhostKing?”

Geraldcontinuedtoaskcuriously.

“GhostKingisinthedeepestghostcave.Thatishisterritory.Besides,manyghostsoldiersandghost

generalsareguardingtheplace,soit’sverydifficulttogetinside.Evenifyoudogetintothecave,it’s

verydifficulttofindtheGhostlyPearl.”

GarrentoldGeraldthelocationofGhostKingimmediately.

“HowlongwilltheGhostSectremainopen?”

Afterapause,GeraldaskedGarren.

Franklyspeaking,thiswasalsoGerald’sfirsttimecomingtoGhostSect.

AlthoughheheardaboutitfromOldFlint,itwashisfirsttimeactuallycominghere,anditwasindeeda

verydifferentexperience.



“Onemonth.However,theentrancewillbeclosedduringthedayandonlyopenatnight!”Garren

repliedimmediately.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedwithaseriousface.

SinceGhostSectwouldremainopenforamonth,itwouldmeanthathehadenoughtimetoplanhow

togettheGhostlyPearl.

IfGeralddidnotknowabouttheGhostlyPearl,hewouldnothavebothered.

Butnowthatheknewaboutit,hewouldnotletgoofsuchagreatopportunity.

“Good.Garren,weneedyourhelp.IwanttogetthisGhostlyPearl!”

Afterthat,GeraldtoldGarrendefinitively.

WhenGarrenheardthat,hewasshocked.Hedidn’texpectGeraldtoactuallyhavetheideaofgetting

theGhostlyPearl.

“ButasItoldyou,Gerald,theGhostlyPearlisnotthateasytoobtain!”

GarrenremindedGeraldworryingly.

“Yes,Iknowthat.AndthatisthereasonwhyI’minterestedinit.Themoredifficultitis,themoreIwant

totry.Andmaybe,Iwillsucceed!”



GeraldlookedatGarrenwithadeterminedfaceandsaid.

Afterhearingthis,Garrencouldn’thelpbutagreetohelp.

“Alright.TellmewhatIcanhelpyouwith.”Garrenaskeddirectly.

“Ihaven’tthoughtofaplanyet.WaituntilIhaveaplan,andIwilltellyouwhattodo!”

Geralddidn’treplytoGarren’squestion,buthesimplyremindedhim.

“Okay,noproblem.Onceyouhaveformulatedaplan,tellme,andIwilldomybesttohelpyou!”

Garrenagreedreadilywithoutanyobjection.

Rightthen,GarrencompletelytreatedGeraldandRayashisfriends.

Sincetheywerefriends,itwasonlynaturalforthemtohelpeachother.

“Right,IhaveagoodthingherethatIcangivetoyourdisciple!”

Justthen,Garrensuddenlyrememberedsomething,andhehurriedlystoodup.Then,hewalkedintothe

house.Afterashortwhile,GarrenwalkedoutwithatagandhandedittoRaydirectly.

“What’sthis?”

Rayreceivedthetag,andheaskedindoubtallofasudden.



“This…”

“ThisisthetokenofGhostKing,right?”

WithoutwaitingforanexplanationfromGarren,GeralddirectlyrevealedthenameofthetaginRay’s

hand.

“That’sright.It’sthetokenofGhostKing,andit’salsothethingonaghost’sbody.Withthis,your

disciplecanhavefreeaccesstoGhostSect.It’sfineeveniftheeffectofthemedicinehassubsided!”

GarrenlookedatRayandGeraldasheexplained.

Hearingthat,bothGeraldandRaywereveryjoyful.Unexpectedly,Garrenactuallyownedsuchanitem!

“Thankyou,BossHenry!”

RayimmediatelyexpressedhisgratitudetowardGarren.

“Alright,itshouldbedawnsoon.Thelargeentranceofthespiritualworldisabouttobeclosed.Ialso

needtopackupandleavethisplace!”

Garrenlookedatthetimeimmediatelyafterthat.Hefoundthatitwasalmostearlymorning,sohe

immediatelyremindedbothGeraldandRay.

“Hmm,fine.BossHenry,we’llleavefirst,then!”



GeraldalsostoodupandsaidtoGarren.

Afterbiddingeachothergoodbye,GeraldbroughtRayalongandlefttheGhostSectdirectly.

BythetimetheywentoutofthelargeentranceoftheGhostSect,theskyoutsidehadturnedwhite,just

likethebellyofafish.Itmeantthatitwouldsoonbemorning.ThelargeentranceoftheGhostSectwas

abouttobeclosed.

“Huh!

“Thefreshairissogood.It’sindeedverycomfortable!”

Themomenthecameout,Raylookedupattheskyandsighedemotionallyinaloudvoice.

Atthatmoment,thewaterfallbehindthemwasrestored,andtherewerecountlesssplashesofwater,

symbolizingthatthelargeentranceofGhostSecthadbeenofficiallyclosed.

“Gerald,Ihaveaclassmatepartytonight.Canyoucomewithme?”

Inthatinstant,JunosuggestedtoGerald.

“Whattimeisit?”

“Seveno’clock!”

“Fine,noproblem!”



GeraldchattedwithJunocasuallybeforeheagreedtodoso.

SinceitwasJuno’sclassmateparty,Geraldcertainlyneededtokeephercompanyandgowithher.

HearingthatGeraldhadpromisedtogo,Junoalsorevealedadelightedsmile.

Atnight.

Geralddroveacarandwenttoherclassmate’spartywithher.

InTrekaCity.InRoyalGrandHotel.

“Juno,itseemslikeyourclassmatesarequiterich.”

GeraldsmiledandlookedatJuno,teasingher.

Junoalsosmiledlightlyandresponded,“It’sbeenalongtimesinceI’vemetthem.Theysentmean

invitationcardthistimearound,andthat’swhyIknowofsuchaclassmateparty!”

Aftershehadsaidthat,Geraldparkedthecarpromptly.Then,hebroughtJunointothehotel.

“Juno!”

Atthatmoment,theyheardacallfrombehindthem.

Bothofthemimmediatelyturnedaroundandtookalook.Itwasawomaninalongpurpledress.She



waswalkingtowardthemwithagentlesmile.

“Ruth!”

Junosuddenlysquealed.

Aftersimplyexchangingpleasantrieswitheachother,thethreeofthemimmediatelywentupstairs.

Theclassmatepartywasheldinalargebanquethall.

“Iheardthatthisclassmatepartyisorganizedbytheclassmonitoralone.Itseemslikealotofmoney

wasspent!”

AsJunoandRuthGurvellwerewalking,theychattedwitheachother.Thethreeofthemopenedthe

doorofthebanquethallandwalkedintothehall.

AssoonasJunoandRuthhadenteredthevenue,theysoonattractedallofthepeople’sattentioninthe

hall.

“MissZorn,thebeautyishere!”

Suddenly,aman’sexcitedvoicewasheard.

Amaninabluesuitwalkedoverhurriedlyimmediatelyafterthat.HecametostandbeforeGeraldand

thetwoladies.

“Juno,finallyyou’rehere.I’vebeenwaitingforyou!”



ThemaninthebluesuitwasfullofsmilesashelookedatJunoandgreetedher.Hiseyeswerefilled

withferventjoy.

ThatpersonwasJuno’sclassmonitorinuniversity,andhisnamewasXanryQuirke.

“Ha!Ha!Monitor,you’veexaggeratedit.Theclassmatepartywouldstillbelivelyevenwithoutme.”

Junosmiledfaintlyandsaid.

LookingatXanrybeforehermadeJunofeelthathewasjustasannoyingasheusedtobeinthepast.

ThemainthingwasXanryalwaysaddressedherasJuno,anditmadeheruncomfortablewhenshe

heardthat.Afterall,shedidnothaveaverycloserelationshipwithXanry,andtheywerenotconsidered

particularlyfamiliarwitheachother.

However,sincethereweresomanypeoplethere,Junohadnowaytosaymuch.Theywereclassmates,

anditwasunnecessarytohumiliateothers.

“Alas!Juno,you’rewrong.Ifyoudidn’tcome,what’sthefunofourclassmateparty?”

XanryimmediatelygrabbedthechancetosaythistoJuno.

Standingattheside,GeraldobservedXanry.HefeltthatXanrywasextremelygoodatpretending.

Intruth,GeraldhadalreadyseenthroughXanry’sinnerthoughts.XanryjustwantedtoobtainJuno.



Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldwasnotabouttogivehimthatchance.

“Juno,ishetheclassmonitoryoumentionedbefore?”

GeralddeliberatelywalkedforwardandhuggedJuno,askingherwithafaintsmile.Hejustwantedtodo

thatpurposelyinfrontofXanrytoletthelatterknowthatJunobelongedtohim.

SeeingGeraldputtingonsuchanact,Junowasnotsurprised.Onthecontrary,shefeltwarminwardly

withadeepsenseofsecurity.

“Hmm.That’sright.He’smyclassmonitor—XanryQuirke!”

Junolookedobedientandcharming,leaningclosetoGerald’sshoulderassherepliedtohim.

Seeingthis,Xanrywasstunnedallofasudden.Hetotallydidnotexpectthattherewouldbesucha

scene.

“Juno…Thisis?”

Afterapause,XanryaskedJunoslightlyawkwardly.

WithoutwaitingforJunotosayanything,GeraldlookedatXanrywithasmileashegreetedhim,

“Monitor,nicetomeetyou.Letmeintroducemyself.I’mJuno’sboyfriend,andmynameisGerald

Crawford!”

Hearingthat,Xanry’sheartskippedabeatinstantly.



IthadneveroccurredtohimthatJunohadaboyfriend.ItwasevenbeyondhisexpectationthatJuno

wouldactuallybringherboyfriendalongtojointheclassmateparty.

PuttingXanryaside,theotherclassmateswhowerearoundalsorevealedshockedexpressionsoneafter

another.

TheyknewforafacthowmadlyXanryhadtriedtogainJuno’saffectionsinthepast.However,hewas

alwaysrejectedbyJuno.

Yetnow,Junoactuallyhadaboyfriend.Thatwouldindeedmakethemfeelshockedandincredulous.

TheywonderedwhatkindofpersonGeraldwassincehewasactuallyabletogainJuno’saffections.

Atthatmoment,Xanrywasveryannoyedinwardly,buthecouldnotexpressthat.Therefore,hecould

onlypretendtobefine.

“Hello,nicetomeetyou!”

XanryrevealedasmileashegreetedGerald.

Theclassmatepartyofficiallystartedimmediatelyafterthat.Everyonetooktheirseatsoneafteranother,

sittingatthediningtableastheyateandchattedamongthemselves.

Naturally,bothGeraldandJunosatatthesamediningtablewithRuth.OfcourseXanrywastheretoo.

“Come,Mr.Crawford!Letmetoasttoyou!”

Atthatmoment,Xanrytooktheinitiativetostandup,holdingthewineglass.Hethensmiledfaintlyat

Gerald,toastedtohim,andsaid.



Seeingthat,GeraldalsocordiallystoodupashetoastedXanry,“Ha!Ha!Thankyou,monitor!”

Afterhehadsaidthat,bothofthemgulpeddowntheentireglassofwineatthesametime.

“Ha!Ha!Mr.Crawford,you’requitegoodatdrinking.Itseemsthatyoumusthavealwaysdrunkalot!”

WhenXanrysawGeraldgulpdowntheglassofwineinsuchafrankandstraightforwardmanner,he

smiledandteasedGerald.

“There’snosuchthing.Idon’tdrinkwineusually.Ionlyhaveaglassortwo.Honestly,I’mnotgoodat

drinking!”

GeraldrespondedtoXanryinaveryhumblemanner.

GeraldcoulddiscernthatXanrywassoundinghimout.However,sinceXanrywantedtosoundhimout,

hecertainlyhadtoputonanacttoconformtoXanry’saction.HewantedtoseewhatexactlyXanry

wantedtodo.

“Ifthat’sthecase,Mr.Crawford,youneedtodrinkmoretoday.Afterall,you’reJuno’sboyfriend.You

mustbeextraordinarysinceyouwereabletobecomeJuno’sboyfriend.Iwonderwhatkindofhighpost

youhavenow.”

XanrythenstartedaskingGerald.

Hearingthat,onesoonknewthatXanryhadcertainlystartedtocomparehimselfwithGeraldinan

offensivemanner.ItseemedasthoughXanrywantedtoretrievealittlebitofconfidenceandadvantage

inotheraspectsofGerald.



Still,nomatterwhatXanrywantedtodo,itwastonoavail.ItwasbecauseGeraldfeltthatXanrycould

neverbecomparedwithhim.Xanrywasentirelynotonparwithhim.

“Ha!Ha!Monitor,you’rejoking.I’mnotworthyofahighpost,andI’mjustdoingasmallbusiness

myself.”

GeraldsmiledverycalmlyashelookedatXanryandresponded.

Hearingthat,Xanrywasdeeplyhappyinwardly.HewaswonderingwhatkindofjobGeraldhad,but

Geraldhadabsolutelynowaytobecomparedtohim.

“Mr.Crawford,you’reveryhumble.Come,Mr.Crawford.Let’shaveanotherglassofwine!”

XanryliftedhiswineglassagainandtoastedGerald,sayingsuchwords.HewantedtomakeGerald

drunk.

GeraldcertainlywouldnotletXanryhavehisway.ItwasbecauseXanrycouldneverimaginehowgood

atdrinkingGeraldwas.

Soon,thefirststageoftheclassmatepartywasover.

Afterthemeal,thesubsequentactivitywascertainlytheamusementactivities.

“Ladiesandgentlemen,I’vebookedtheentertainmenthallupstairs.Dogoupstairsandhavefun.I’llpay

forallexpensestonight!”

Xanrythenshoutedatthesurroundingclassmatesinaloudvoice.

Hearingthat,thesurroundingclassmatescheeredandwhoopedloudlyoneafteranother.ItmadeXanry



feelverygood,andhefeltthathehadeveryone’sattentionatthatmoment.

Afterthat,theywenttotheentertainmenthallupstairs.

Meanwhile,GeraldsatonthesofaatthesidewithJunoandRuth.

“Juno,yourclassmonitorisverygenerous.”

Aftertheyhadsatdown,GeraldinevitablymadeasarcasticjokeandsaidtoJuno.

Quitefrankly,Gerald’swordswerefilledwithridicule.Intruth,heknewthatXanryjustwantedtoshow

himselfoffbydoingso,makinghimselfthecenterofattraction.Xanrywantedeveryonetothinkthathe

wasverysuccessful.

AfterJunoheardthat,shesaidnothing.ShewasuninterestedinanythingrelatedtoXanry.

Justthen,theysawXanrywalkingtowardthem.

“Mr.Crawford,itturnsoutthatyou’rehere.Whyareyousittinghere?Doyouwanttogoandplay

bowlingwithme?”

XanrywalkedovertoGeraldandsuggested,fullofsmiles.“Bowling?Alas!Itrulyhaveneverplayedit

before.”

AfterGeraldheardthat,hepretendedtoreplyindoubt.

Sincehewantedtoputonanact,hecertainlyneededtogothroughwithit.Hewantedtohavefunwith

Xanryproperly.



“It’sfine.Letmeteachyou.Come!Let’sgoandhavefun!”

AfterXanryheardthat,hewasnotdoubtfulatall.HecheerfullysaidthistoGerald.

“Alright,then.I’llgoandhavefunwithyou!”

Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.Afterthat,helookedtowardJuno.

“Juno,I’llgoandplaybowlingforawhile.Justhaveachathere!”

AfterJunoheardthat,shenaturallyhadnoobjection.SheknewthatGeraldcertainlyhadhisown

thoughts.Naturally,shewouldnotstophim.Shecouldonlyremarkthatitwasnotagoodchoicefor

XanrytolookfortroublewithGerald.Tillthen,Xanrywoulddefinitelyregretit.

SoonGeraldhadarrivedatthebowlingalleywithXanry.

BothXanryandGeraldoccupiedalanerespectively.

“Come,Mr.Crawford.I’llteachyouhowtoplaythisgame.Justobserveme!”

XanrysmiledandsaidtoGerald.Afterthat,hepickedupabowlingballandhelditinhishand.

Xanrywalkedforwardandthenexertedhimself,pullingthebowlingballinhishandbackwardbefore

throwingitforward.

Thebowlingballsoonstartedrollinginthelane.



Bang!

Withthatoneshot,thepinswerehitdirectly.Xanry’sshotdirectlyknockeddownallofthepins.

Seeingthat,GeraldknewthatXanryclearlyhadconsiderableexperiencewithbowling.Besides,hewas

alsoapersonwithverypowerfulstrength.

ItseemedlikeXanryhaddeliberatelyaskedhimtoplaybowlingtogetherjustforthesakeofbullying

him.

ButXanryhadassumedthatGeraldwastooweak.

Unbeknownsttohim,Geraldhadplayedbowlingbefore.Notonlythat,buthealsohadalotof

experience.

GeraldhaddeliberatelyclaimedthathedidnotknowhowtoplaybowlingjustsoXanrywouldnotsee

throughhisact.ItwasallforthesakeofexposingXanry’struecolors.

SinceXanrywantedtoplaythisgame,Geraldwouldplaywithhimproperly.

“Come,Mr.Crawford.Giveitatry!”

Atthatmoment,XanrypickedupabowlingballandhandedittoGeraldbeforesayingthat.

Geraldreceivedthebowlingballandwalkedforward,pretendingtobeunfamiliarwithit.Hedidthe

sameactionasXanryhaddonebefore.Hethenthrewthebowlingballinhishandforward.



However,Geraldpurposelythrewitinanaskewmanner,andhedidnothitasinglepin.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!”

WhenXanrysawthatGeraldhadfailedtohitthepins,hesoonburstintoaroarofloudlaughterallofa

sudden.

“Mr.Crawford,itseemslikeyouneedtopracticemore.It’llbefineafteryoupracticeafewtimes!”

XanrypretendedtobekindandremindedGerald.

Geraldalsodidnotbotherabouthim.Instead,hecontinuedtopickupanotherbowlingballand

purposelypracticedhisskills.

Xanrywasindeedstupid,forhehadnotseenthroughanything.Hehadabsolutelynotfoundoutthat

Geraldwasactuallypretending.

Ifitwassomeoneelsewhowasprofessional,Geraldwasafraidthattheywouldhavelongseenthrough

itandfoundthathedefinitelyknewhowtoplaybowling.

Afterashortwhile,XanrylookedtowardGeraldagain.

“Mr.Crawford,Iseethatyou’vepracticedforsolong.Whydon’twehaveacompetition?Let’shavea

round,shallwe?”

XanrysuggestedtoGerald.



GeraldknewthatXanrywasabouttostart,andhistruecolorswereabouttobeexposed.

Asexpected,thatwasXanry’spurpose.XanrywantedtocompetewithGeraldandbullyhimfiercelyin

ordertohumiliatehim.

Geraldhadseenthrougheverything,buthewasunwillingtopointthatout.

Certainly,Geraldwasnotthekindofpersonwhowouldnotconformtothat.

“Sure!”

Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.“Howaboutthis?Wedefinitelyneedsomethingatstakefora

competition,right?Whatdoyouthinkabout150dollarsforaround?”

Atthatmoment,XanrylookedtowardGeraldandsuggestedtohim.Hehadlongplannedasmall

schemeinhisheart.

Geraldsneeredinwardly.ItseemedlikeXanrywasmadaboutmoney.Heactuallywanted150dollarsfor

oneroundofbowling.

“Sure,noproblem!”

Afterapause,Geralddirectlyagreedtodoso.

Afterall,moneywasnothingtoGerald.Besides,itwasuncertainthathewouldloseterribly.

Everythingwasinhiscontrol.



“Monitor,don’tbullyJuno’sboyfriendinsuchaterriblemanner.Ifnot,Junowillgetangry!”

Inthatinstant,amaleclassmatewhowassittingatthesidewatchinganother’smisfortuneteasedXanry.

HistonewasfilledwithridiculeforGerald.

Geraldalsodidnotcareaboutthosepeople.Afterall,everythingwouldbeknownlater.

Geraldwouldhumiliatethemvehemently,givingeveryoneofthemasoundlessslap.

Theywantedtobullyhim,buttheydidnotcutthecoataccordingtotheirclothes.Wasitthateasyto

bullyhim?

“Comeon!Mr.Crawford,we’lltaketurns.Let’sseewhohasthehighestscoreattheend!”

XanryimmediatelydescribedtherulestoGerald.HewasratherimpatienttobullyGeraldvigorously.

Geraldnoddedslightlywithoutsayinganything.

Soon,themachinehadplacedthepinsnicely,andthecompetitionstarted.

Xanrywasthefirsttobegin.Hetookabowlingball,directlymakingaperfectarcintheairbeforethe

ballfellonthefloorandrolledout.

Afterhethrewtheball,hedidnotevenspareitaglance.Hewasfilledwithconfidence.

Therewasthecrispsoundofacrash.

Duringthefirstround,Xanryhadhitallofthepins,gainingtenpoints.



Therewereatotaloftenpins,andonepointwouldberewardedforknockingdownapin.

“Wow!”

“Monitor,you’resoawesome!”

“That’sright!Monitorisjusttoohandsome!”

SeeingthatXanryhadknockeddownallofthepins,thesurroundingclassmatescheeredoneafter

another,allofthempraisinghim.

Foramoment,Xanrywaswallowingintheenjoymentofpleasure.

Next,itwasGerald’sturn.Hegotupandpickedupabowlingball.Geraldcertainlywouldnotdirectly

showhistruestrengthduringthatround.Itwasbecausethetimehadnotcome.

Hence,Geraldhadtopurposelyfailtohitthepinsnomatterwhat.

Afterhehadthoughtitover,hethrewtheballoutrandomly.Thebowlingballrolledinthelaneswiftly

beforerollingoutofthelane.Theresultwasinvalid,andhegainednopointsforthatround.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!Ha!”

Thatscenesoonmadeeveryonearoundthatplaceburstintoroarsoflaughter,andtheythoughtthat

Geraldwasjusttooweak.



However,Geralddidnotbotheraboutthosepeople.

Geraldhaddonethatonpurpose,soheletthemmockhimalltheywanted.

Themoretheymockedhimnow,thedeeperthehumiliationtheywouldsufferlater.

“Hmm…Mr.Crawford,it’sfine.Everyonemakesmistakes!”

Xanrypurposelyendureditandrefrainedfromlaughing.HelookedatGeraldandconsoledhim.

Afterthat,ashewastalking,hepickedupthebowlingball.Hestartedtothrowtheballforthesecond

roundofthegame.

Themachinehadjustresetthepinsnicely.Thesecondroundofthegamehadbegun.

Itwasthesameasbefore,andXanrydecisivelythrewoutthebowlingballinhishand.

Thebowlingballrolledonthelane,rollingtowardthepinsquickly.

Bang!

Ithitthepinssuccessfully.

However,thesecondroundwasnotassmoothasthefirstround,andXanryonlyknockeddownseven

pins,gainingsevenpoints.

Actually,Xanryhaddonethatpurposely.HedeliberatelywenteasyonGerald.Ifnot,hewouldbe

deemedtoocruel.Besides,GeraldwasJuno’sboyfriendnomatterwhat.HedidnotwantJunotoget



angryathimlater,thinkingthathewasentirelybullyingGerald.

“Yourmove,Mr.Crawford!”saidXanryasheturnedtolookatGeraldoncehewasdone.

Itwasnowthestartofthesecondround,andGeraldknewthathecouldn’taffordtoobtainzeromarks

againorthegapbetweenhisscoreandXanry’swouldbecometoolargeforhimtoturnthegame

aroundlater.

Withthat,Geraldpickedabowlingballupbeforeslowlywalkingtowardthelane.

Thesecondhegotintoposition,however,GeraldheardXanryyelloutfrombehindhim,“Justmake

someboldtoss,Mr.Crawford!It’sfineifyoudon’thitanything,justtakeitaspractice!Afterall,you

needalotmoreofittoevenbeabletotakeonme!”

Asroarsoflaughterensued,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyes…Beforeslowlyopeningthemagain.

Takingastepforward,Geraldthentossedthebowlingball!

Ratherthanswervingtothesidethistime,theballinsteadrolledstraightforthepins,momentarily

surprisingXanryandtheothers.

Whilethesoundofbowlingpinsgettingknockedovercouldbeheard,Geraldonlymanagedtohitfive

pins.Withthatinmind,hewasnowtwelvemarksbehindXanry.

Sincethereweresixmoreroundsbeforethegameended—withthegameconsistingofeightroundsin

total—GeraldfeltthatbeingtwelvemarksbehindXanrywasn’treallyaparticularlylargedifference.

Afterall,hesimplyneededtogetahigherfinalscorethanhimtowin.

“…Notbad,Mr.Crawford!Iguessyoureallydohavesometalenttobeabletohitfivepins!”saidXanry



asheinsincerelypraisedGerald.Truthbetold,thefactthatGeraldhadmanagedtohitfivepinsinthe

firstplacewastrulyvexinghim.Howlucky!

Whilethathitwascertainlysurprising,XanryquicklysummarizedthatGeraldstillwasn’tathreattohim.

He’ddefinitelystillbeabletowinandobtainthathundredandfiftydollars!

Withthat,theirlittlecontestresumedandthethirdroundbegan.

Usinghisusualtactic,Xanrytossedtheballaseasilyasthefirsttworounds…andfollowingtheclattering

offallingpins,onlyasinglepinremainedstanding!

Sincehehadmanagedtogainninepoints,Xanrynowhadatotaloftwenty-sixpointsandthisledthose

surroundinghimtoinstantlycheer.

EvenbeforeGeraldmadehismove,however,hecouldalreadytellthatthatsamecrowdwasgoingto

jeerathimnomatterwhatscorehegot.Still,itwascleartohimthatthosespectatorsweresimplyfools

fawningoverXanry.Withthatinmind,theirjeersmeantlittletoGerald.Geraldhadn’tevendisplayed

histruecapabilitiesyet.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenretrievedhisthirdballandtosseditskillfullywithouttheslightest

hesitation,aclearcontrasttohowhetossedhisballintheprevioustworounds.

Thiswasallaccordingtoplan,ofcourse.Geraldhadappliedperfectamountsofforcetohisthrowsto

displayincreasingamountsofstrengthandskillineachpassinground.Thatway,notonlywouldXanry

notbetooquicktobesuspiciousofhim,buthewouldalsobeabletoensurethathewasmaking

progressinthegame.

Ifeverythingwentsmoothly,everyonewouldsurelyhaveavastlydifferentopinionofhimbytheendof

thebowlingmatch.



Regardless,astheballrolledseamlesslyonthelane,thefamiliarclatterofbowlingpinscouldbeheard…

Geraldhadmanagedtohitsevenpinsthistime,andhenowhadtwelvepoints,whichmeantthathe

wasnowonlyfourteenmarksbehindXanry!

SeeingthatGeraldhadmanagedtohitevenmorepinsthistime,Xanry’sexpressionturnedevenmore

unpleasant.TothinkthatGeraldwouldbeabletoprogresssoquickly!Heknewhecouldn’taffordtogo

easyontheyouthanymoreortheirscoreswouldjustkeepgettingcloser!

“…Itappearsthatyou’regettingthehangofthegameextremelyquickly,Mr.Crawford!IguessIcan’tgo

easyonyouanymore!”declaredXanry,makingsuretomakeitobviousthathehadbeengoingeasyon

Geraldthisentiretime.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinhismindashethought,‘Iwonderwho’struly

goingeasyonwhonow…’

Whateverthecasewas,thefourthroundsoonbegan…

SinceXanrywasupfirst,hegothisballbeforeconcentratinghardonthepinsbeforehim…

Oncehewasready,hetossedthebowlingballtowardthepinsextremelyswiftly!Xanryrealizedthathe

hadmadeamiscalculationthesecondtheballhitthelanewithaloud‘thud’beforeswervingrightinto

thegutter!Withthatinmind,Xanryendedupgettingnopointsforthatround.

Seeingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutfrown.Tothinkthathewouldactuallymakesuchamistakeatthe

worstpossibletime!Howdissatisfactory!

Geraldhimselfwasn’tabouttomissthechancetoridiculeXanry.Laughingaloud,Geraldthenscoffed,“I

guessyoumadeamistakejustintimeformetocatchuptoyou,Monitor!Youhavemythanks!”

Hearingthat,Xanrygrewimmenselyannoyed,thoughhedidn’treallyhaveanythingtoretort.Afterall,



hewastheonewhohadbeencareless.

Laughingbitterlyinresponse,Xanrythenreplied,“…That’sright!Iguessyoudohaveachancenow!”

WhileGeralddidn’tsayitout,inhismind,hewasthinking,‘Goonpretending!You’restilltryinghardto

putupanactevenafterI’vegivenyouaplatform,huh?’

NowthatitwasGerald’sturnagain,hefiguredthatitwashightimehestartedclosingthegapbetween

theirscoresevenmore.AslongasheremainedafewpointsbehindXanry,hewouldn’tmakehis

capabilitiestooobvious,andXanrywouldsurelycontinuebeingsmugaboutittilltheverylastmoment.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthengotupandtookyetanotherball.Tossingitinonefluidmotion,theball

rolledsosteadilythatbythetimeitgottothebowlingpins,alltenofthemendedupfalling!

Whilegaspscouldbeheardfromtheaudience,Xanry’sfrownonlydeepened.NowthatGeraldhad

twenty-twopoints,hewasonlyfourmarksbehindXanry.Ifhewasn’tcareful,Geraldwassurelygoingto

surpasshisscoreinthenextround!

“LookslikeI’mabouttocatchuptoyou,monitor!”saidGeraldwithachuckle.

Forcingalaugh,theawkwardXanrythenmovedtotakehisfifthball.

Henowunderstoodthatduetohimwantingtowinsomuchinthepreviousround,hehadgotten

impatient,whichledtohisterribleperformance.Asthesayingwent,‘slowandsteadywinstherace’.

Withthatinmind,Xanrymadesuretocalmhimselfbeforetossinghisnextshot.

Naturally,nowthathewasmuchmorefocused,Xanrywasabletogetastrikeaswell!

Seeingthat,hisclassmatesinstantlybegancheeringoncemore!



“Hellyeah!”

“Awesome,monitor!Yougotastrikeagain!”

Nowthathehadreturnedtohisnormalperformance,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutflashasmile.Hewas

goingtotriumphoverGeraldifitwasthelastthinghedid!

Gerald,ontheotherhand,simplyretainedhispokerface.Standingtherecalmly,italmostseemedlike

hedidn’tevencareaboutXanry’sperformance…

Thetruthwas,however,thatGeraldwascookingupaplaninhishead.Inhismind,hewasthinkingthat

insteadofsimplywinningthecompetitionbyalandslide,wouldn’titannoyXanryevenmoreifhewon

withonlyasinglepointhigherthanXanry?

JustasGeraldwasthinkinghowinterestingthatoutcomewouldbe,histrainofthoughtwascutshort

whenXanryscoffed,“It’syourturnnow,Mr.Crawford!Coulditbethatyou’regettingfrightenedof

me?”

ThefactthatGeraldstillhadn’tmadehismovemadeXanrydelightedtonoend.Hishumiliationearlier

wasdefinitelybeingredeemednow!Noddingslightly,Geraldthenpickedupanotherbowlingballbefore

tossingitalmostnonchalantly.Evenso,heendedupgettingyetanotherstrike!Howastonishing!

“I’msorry,monitor!ItappearsthatI’vehitallofthemagain!IguessI’vealreadymasteredbowling!”

repliedGeraldashesmiledwhilelookingatXanry.

Currently,whileXanrywasstillaheadwiththirty-sixpoints,Geraldwasonlyfourpointsbehindhim.

Withonlythreeroundsleft,thecompetitionwasgoingtoendsoon.Whowasgoingtobethevictor?



“…Abittooearlytocelebrate,wouldn’tyousay,Mr.Crawford?Afterall,westillhavethreeroundsto

decidethevictor!”scoffedXanryashepickedyetanotherbowlingballtostartthefifthround.

Afterpositioninghimself,Xanrythenaimedforthepinsbeforeswiftlytossingtheballtowardthem!

Whentossingabowlingball,theroutetheballendeduplandinginwouldaltertheball’sstrengthas

wellasthenumberofpinsitcouldhit.Withthatinmind,noteveryonecouldjusthitastrikeasthey

pleased.Iftheywerereallyunlucky,thenthebowlingballwouldevenenduprollingintothegutter!

Evenso,Xanryhadmadeuseofthisknowledge—aswellashisaimingskills—toperfectlycalculatethe

directionandstrengthoftheball.Withhowstraighttheballwasnowrolling,Xanrywasmorethan

certainthathehadsecuredhimselfanotherstrike!

Astheballcrashedintothepins,everyoneheldtheirbreathastheywatchedtheonesatthesides

wobbletoandfro…Untileventually,onlyonepinremainedstanding!Withninepinsknockedover,

Xanrynowhadforty-fivepointsinthebag!

Evenso,Xanryfeltthattheresultsweren’tideal.Afterall,nowthathehadmissedonepin,Geraldwas

onepointclosertocatchinguptohim!

Regardless,itwasnowGerald’sturn.Aslongashemanagedtohitallthepins,therewouldonlybea

three-pointdifferencebetweentheirscores!

PickingtheballupbeforeXanryevenhadachancetotaunthim,Geraldthencasuallytosseditdownthe

lane…onlytoendupgettinganotherstrike!Howstupefying!

Duetothat,therewasnowonlyathree-pointdifferencebetweenthetwo.Withonlytworoundsleftin

thegame,thewinnerofthecompetitionwassoontobeannounced…

Lookingdeadseriousnow,Xanrywasworriedoutofhismind.Afterall,ifhedidn’tperformwellinthe



finaltworounds,missingasinglepinwouldresultinGeraldwinningthecompetition!

“Ah…Sorrymonitor,butitseemsthatIgotanotherstrike!Luckyme!”saidGeraldinanapologetictone

asheputonaninnocentfaçade.

Hearingthat,XanrywassoinfuriatedthathewantedtopummelGeraldtobits!However,heknew

betterthantodothat.Afterall,thatwouldsurelymakehimlooklikeasoreloser!

Withthat,thesixthroundthenbegan…

Pickingtheballup,theworriedXanrycouldn’thelpbutquiverslightly.Heknewthatbeingdefeatedby

Geraldwouldsurelybringhimimmensehumiliation,andunderstandingthatonlyservedtoamplifyhis

nervousness…

Afterslightlyhesitating,Xanrythentossedtheballforward…However,itinstantlyrolledaskew!

Seeingthat,Xanryinstantlyknewthattheresultswouldn’tlookpretty.Fortunately,hestillendedup

hittingfourpins.Withthat,henowhadatotalofforty-ninepoints.

“Ohno,itappearsthatyou’vemadeanothermistake,monitor!”saidGeraldwhowasn’tgoingtomiss

thechancetohumiliatehim.

Fumingmad,Xanrythoughttohimself,‘LikeI’mblind…Icanseethat…!Youdon’thavetorubitin!’

Whateverthecasewas,XanrycouldnowonlyhopethatGeraldwouldalsomakeamistake.Ifthat

happened,thenXanrywouldstillhaveonefinalchancetoturnthingsaround…

Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldwasn’tabouttogranthimsuchachance.



Immediatelypickingthebowlingballup,Geraldthenwalkedtowardthelane…Withoutevenhavingto

lookwherehewasthrowing,Geraldthenconfidentlytossedittowardthepins.

Everydoghaditsday,anditwasnowGerald’sturntodothemocking.Afterall,hewassimplydoingthe

samethingthatXanryhaddonetohiminthefirstround.

Whateverthecasewas,asexpected,nopinsremainedstanding,signifyingyetanotherstrikefrom

Gerald.Withthescoresbeingfifty-twoagainstforty-ninenow,Gerald’sscorehadfinallysurpassed

Xanry’s…

WithGerald’sturnover,thestartoftheseventhandfinalroundbegan…

Bythispoint,Xanryknewthathecouldn’taffordtomessupanymore.Ifhedidn’tlandastrike,thenhe

wouldsurelylosetoGerald!

HewasalsoworriedthatGeraldwouldgetyetanotherstrike…Ifthathappened,thenXanrywouldstill

losethecompetition,regardlessofwhetherhemanagedtogetthatfinalstrikeornot…Withthatin

mind,hecouldonlypraythatGeraldmadeamistakeinhisfinalthrow.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Xanrythenpickedhisfinalbowlingballbeforewalkingtowardthelane…

Ashetookinadeepbreath,Xanryheardashisclassmatesbegancheeringforhim.

“Monitor,comeon,youcandoit!”

“Yeah!You’lldefinitelywin,monitor!”



Uponhearingthat,Xanryfelthisconfidenceslowlyreturntohim.

Nowthathehadrecoveredhisstrength,heglaredatthepinsbeforetossingtheballforwardinafluid

motion!

Rollinginastraightline,theballneverswerved,andintheend,alltenpinswerehitwithaloudclatter!

“Strike!”yelledXanryasheinstantlyjumpedinjoyandexcitement.Attheveryleasthisfinalthrow

wasn’tadisappointment.

However,nowthatthatwasover,itwasnowGerald’sturn…

Gerald’sperformanceinthisfinalroundwoulddecidewhowonthebattle.IfGeraldgotanotherstrike,

thenitwouldofficiallybeXanry’sloss.However,ifGeraldflubbedhisroll,thenitwouldbeXanry’swin…

LookingatXanry’sscoreoffifty-nine,Geraldknewthatheonlyhadtohiteightpinsinordertosurpass

Xanrybyasinglepoint.Ofcourse,withhoweasilyhehadbeengettingstrikes,hittingeightpinswas

nothingtoGerald.

Withthat,Geraldthenpickedhisfinalbowlingballandadjustedthestrengthinhishands…before

tossingtheballforward!

Swiftlyrollingalongthelane,theclatteringofpinscouldsoonbeheardasthebowlingball’sstrikeleft

onlytwopinsstanding…

JustasGeraldhadhopedfor,hehadmanagedtohitexactlyeightpins,andwithhisscorebeingsixty,he

hadmanagedtowinagainstXanrybyexactlyonepoint!

Xanryhimselfcouldonlystandthere,completelyflabbergasted.Tothinkthathewouldbedefeatedby



someonewhohadn’tevenplayedbowlingbefore!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasnostrangertobowling,butXanrydidn’tknowthat,nordidheneedto.

Regardless,despitewinning,Geralddidn’twantXanrytogettooembarrassed.Afterall,intheend,he

wasstillJuno’smonitor.Withthatsaid,GeraldknewhehadtogiveXanryatleastsomerespect.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensmiledfaintlybeforesayinginahumbletone,“IguessIwon,monitor!

Sorryforthat!However,Iknowhowmuchofaproyouareinthisgame,soI’mprettysureyou

deliberatelylosttome,right?”

Uponhearingthat,XanryinstantlycaughtontowhatGeraldwastryingtodo.SinceGeraldwasgranting

himachancetolessenhisshame,Xanrywascertainlynotgoingtosaynotothat.

Withthat,XanrythengothiswalletbeforefishingahundredandfiftydollarsouttohandtoGerald.

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabouttosaynotothatmoney.Afterall,hedeservedit,andhewasn’t

embarrassedtotakeit.

Nowthatthegamewasover,GeraldthenwavedfarewelltoXanrybeforeheadingbacktoJuno’sside.

Seeingthathewasfinallyback,Junowaspromptedtoask,“Whattookyousolong?”

“Well,Ijustplayedaroundforawhile.Regardless,IgotabittiredsoI’mbacknow!”explainedGerald

withafaintsmile.

Naturally,shebelievedGerald’swords.Afterall,therewasnowayshecould’veknownaboutthe

incidentbetweenGeraldandXanry.Thenagain,evenifshewasawareofit,sheprobablywouldn’thave

thoughtmuchaboutit.Hell,shewouldprobablyfeelthatGeraldhaddonewellinteachingXanrya



lesson.

Regardless,afterashortwhile,bothofthemwatchedasXanrywalkedovertothemwithafewbottles

ofwineandwhatappearedtobesomediceinhand.

SittingrightbeforeGerald,Xanrythensmiledbeforesaying,“I’dsaywedidn’thavethatmuchofagood

timeearlier,Mr.Crawford.Withthatinmind,whatsayyouandmeplaysomethingnew?”

Hearingthat,Junocouldn’thelpbutfrownslightlyasshelookedatXanry,wonderingwhathewasupto.

Geraldhimselfcouldonlycontemptuouslythink,‘So,comebacktolookformoretroubleafterI

defeatedyouearlier?Howreluctanttoloseareyou?Iguesstheonlywaytodrillitintoyouisby

showingyouthegrimrealityofthings!’

SinceXanrywasstillpesteringhim,Geraldwasnolongeragainsthidinghistruestrength.Ifitwasa

gameXanrywanted,thenGeraldwasgoingtoplayproperlytoshowXanryjusthowpowerlesshetruly

wasagainsthim.XanrywasabouttolearnthehardwaythatGeraldwasn’tsomeonewhocouldbe

trifledwith.

“Notaproblem,monitor!ThoughIwonderwhatyou’replanningtoplay?”askedGeraldwithasubtle

smileafteraslightpause.

HearingGerald’sagreement,XanrythenplacedthedicebeforeGeraldbeforesaying,“We’replayinga

gameofdice.Haveyouplayedbefore?”

Noddingslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Justalittle!”

“That’sgreattohear!Iwon’tbetellingyoutherulesthen.Regardless,whatsaywespiceupthegame

bybettingseventy-fivedollarsperround?I’msurethatthatsmallamountwon’tbeanissueforyou.

Besides,youalreadygainedahundredandfiftydollarsfrommeearlier!”suggestedXanry,ahintof



annoyanceinhistone.Sincehehadbeenhumiliatedsomuchearlier,hewassurelygoingtogetGerald

backforitthistime.

Headmittedthathehadbeenabittoocarelessearlier.Whateverthecasewas,hewasaveteranwhen

itcametodice.Withthatinmind,hedefinitelyhadamajoradvantageoverGeraldthistimearound.

“Noproblem!Iaccept!”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Juno—whohadbeensittingattheside—couldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldwithslight

bewilderment.

Tuggingonhissleeve,Junothenwhispered,“Hey,don’tgoactingallrecklesslynow,Gerald!”

“Don’tworry,I’msensibleenoughtoknowmycapabilities!”repliedGeraldashelookedbackatJuno.

“That’sright,Juno!YoushouldbelieveinMr.Crawford,youknow?”addedXanry.

Hearingthat,Junochosetoremainsilent.Afterall,she,ofallpeople,trustedthatGeraldwasn’toneto

actrecklessly.

Withthatsettled,XanrythenpushedthedicetowardGerald.

Pickingthemup,Geraldthenbeganshakingthedice.

Hewasnostrangertothegame,whichexplainedhiscurrentconfidenceagainstXanry.Whatmore,he

hadasecretweaponthattheotherswereunawareof,thatbeingthefactthathecoulddifferentiatethe

pointsofthedicejustbylistening!



Naturally,thiswasaprettyexclusiveskillthatordinarypeoplecouldneverhopetoachieve.Gerald,

however,wasnoordinaryperson.

Withallthatinmind,itwasprettymuchsetinstonethatGeraldwasgoingtobethevictorbeforethe

gameevenbegan…Withthat,theduothenbeganshakingtheirdicearoundforafewseconds…

Oncebothofthemstopped,Xanryimmediatelysmiledashesaid,“Afteryou,Mr.Crawford!Makeyour

guess!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthendeclared,“Threesixes!”

“Isee!Foursixesthen!”shoutedXanryinresponse.

FromwhatGeraldhadbeenabletohear,heknewthatXanrydefinitelyhadtwosixes.Geraldhadtwo

sixeshimself,whichwaswhyhedefinitelycouldn’topenit.

Regardless,theonlywaytoproperlydealwithXanrywouldbetodeliberatelylosetohimforafew

rounds.AllowingXanrytobesmugthefirstfewroundswoulddefinitelymakeGerald’seventualvictory

muchsweeter.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenshouted,“Fivefives!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutsmileashedeclared,“Open!”

SinceXanryhadchosentoopenGerald’sdice,Geraldnaturallyhadtodoso.

Lookingattheresults,thepointsofthedicedidn’tadduptofivefives.Instead,therewereonlythree

fives,whichmeantthatGeraldhadlostthisround.



Ofcourse,thelosswascalculated,andGeraldwasstillperfectlyundercontrolofthesituation.

“Alas,itseemsyou’velost,Mr.Crawford!”saidXanryashelookedattheindifferentGerald.

Geraldhimselfdidn’treallycareabouttheloss.Afterall,itwasonlyseventy-fivedollars.Inaway,he

wassimplyreturningXanry’sownmoneytohim,anditwasadetailthatGeraldhonestlyfoundboth

hilariousandpathetic.

Regardless,afterbeinghandedthemoney,XanryquicklytookitfromGerald.Itwasalmostasthoughhe

wasworriedthatthemoneywoulddisappearorsomething,anditclearlyshowedjusthowmuchXanry

caredaboutmoney.

Eitherway,nowthathehadfinallywonsomecash,Xanryimmediatelysaid,“Shallwecontinue,Mr.

Crawford?”

“Finebyme!”repliedGeraldasbothofthembeganshakingtheirdiceagain…

Thesecondtheystoppedshaking,Xanryinstantlysaid,“Sinceyoulostinthepreviousround,you’llstart

first,Mr.Crawford!”

Noddingandknowingforafact—withtheaidofhiskeenhearing—thatXanryhadtwothreesandthree

fives,GeralddeliberatelyansweredwronglytoletXanrywinagainbydeclaring,“Threefives!”

Geraldhimselfhadtheexactoppositedigits,withhimhavingtwofivesandthreethrees.

Whateverthecasewas,Xanrythenshouted,“Fourfours!”



Naturally,itwasanumberthatneitherofthemhad.

Tobequitefrank,GeraldreallywantedtoopenXanry’sdicenow,butherefrained.Afterall,hedidn’t

wantXanrytolosethatquickly.InordertomakeXanry’sdefeatreallysting,Geraldwasgoingtoallow

Xanrytowallowinvictoryforafewroundsfirst…Withthatinmind,afterabriefpause,Geraldthen

declared,“Fivefours!”

“Open!”yelledXanryalmostinstantaneously.

RatherthanfeelingsurprisedthatXanrywouldchoosetoopennow,Geraldinsteadfeltdelighted.After

all,hehadbeenwaitingforXanrytodoso.Everythingwassimplygoingtoplan…

Regardless,GeraldthenrevealedhisdiceforXanrytosee.

Uponseeingthathehadwonagain,theclearlysarcasticXanrysaidinanapologetictone,“Apologies,

Mr.Crawford,butitappearsthatyou’velostagain!Lookslikeyou’llbeforkingoutmoremoneytome!”

Itdidn’ttakeageniustoknowthatXanrywasalreadydrunkwithpower.Xanryclearlythoughtthat

Geraldwasnomatchagainsthiminthisgame.

“Youwinsome,youlosesome!”repliedGeraldinacasualtoneashehandedanotherseventy-five

dollarstotheoverjoyedXanry.

SeeingthatGeraldhadalreadylostahundredandfiftydollars,JunoquicklylookedatGeraldbefore

mutteringslightlyworriedly,“Gerald,justforgetaboutthegameandlet’sleavealready…!”

Whileseventy-fivedollarswasnothingtothem,ifGeraldcontinuedlosing,hismonetarylosseswould

surelystackuptodangerousamounts…



Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Don’tworry,Juno!Theshowhasonlybegun!Besides,I

haven’tlostasinglecent!Iwonahundredandfiftydollarsfromhimearlier,soallI’vedoneisreturnhis

ownmoney!”

Hearingthat,JunosimplychosetoremainsilentasthecompetitionbetweenGeraldandXanryresumed.

NowthathehadreturnedallofXanry’smoneytohim,itwashightimeGeraldrevealedhistruestrength.

Itwasfinallytimetogoallout!

Withthat,bothofthembeganshakingtheirdiceagain.

ThesecondhesawGeraldstopshakinghisdice,Xanryimmediatelysaid,“Afteryou,Mr.Crawford!”

FromwhatGeraldwasabletohear,Xanry’sdiceshowedfourfoursandonethree.Asforhisowndice,

Geraldhadfourtwosandonefive.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthendeclared,“Threetwos!”

Hearingthat,Xanryyelled,“Threefives!”

“Open!”shoutedGerald,nolongerplanningtoallowXanrytowin.

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasmomentarilystunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldchoosetoopenhisdice!

Unabletodoanythingaboutit,XanrythenopenedhisdiceatthesametimeGeralddid…

“Ohmy…ItappearsthatIonlyhaveonefive!Sorrymonitor,butitseemsyou’velost!”saidGeraldina



calmtoneashelookedatXanry.

Findingithardtobelievethathehadlost,theunwillingXanrythenfishedoutseventy-fivedollarsand

handedittoGeraldwhilesaying,“…Fine!Youwinsome,youlosesome!Here’sthemoney!”

TothinkthathehadtoreturnthemoneytoGeraldsoquickly!

Eitherway,GeraldwasnaturallynotdonewithXanryyet.Hewasn’tgoingtoletXanryoffwithamere

seventy-five-dollarloss!

Withthat,Geraldthenasked,“So,howaboutit,monitor?Doyoustillwishtocontinue?”

Nowthathewasn’tholdingbackanymore,Geraldnaturallywantedtocontinuethegame.

NotfindingitoddthatGeraldsuddenlylookedmuchmoreinterestedinthegame,Xanrysimplyreplied,

“Ofcoursewe’llcontinue!Afterall,we’veonlyplayedafewrounds!Iwon’tbegoingeasyonyouafter

this,Mr.Crawford!”

Hearingthatsamesentenceagain,Geraldfoundhimselfgettingincreasinglyfedupwiththosewords.

Xanrywaswaytooconfidentforhisowngood.However,themoreconfidenthewas,themorearrogant

hebecame,andwhenthathappened,Geraldknewforafactthatthingswouldn’tendwellforhim.

Withthat,bothofthemquicklybeganshakingtheirdiceagain.

WhileGeraldonlyshookhisdiceforaroundtwoseconds,Xanrycontinuedshakinghisowndiceforquite

awhile.Evenso,GeraldwasstillabletoeasilydiscernwhatXanry’sdicewere.Afterall,nomatterhow

longheshookhisdice,Xanrywouldn’tbeabletoescapeGerald’skeenhearing.Still,thefactthatXanry

thoughtthatshakinghisdicelongercouldconfuseGeraldwashonestlylaughable.



WhenXanryfinallystoppedrolling,hethendeclared,“It’sfinallymyturntostartfirst,Mr.Crawford!”

ThoughithadbeenawhilesinceGeraldhadlastplayed,heclearlyrememberedthattheonewhohad

losthadtherighttoshoutfirst.Thenagain,sowhatifXanrycouldshoutfirst?Itwasimpossibleforhim

towinintheend.Shakingthedicelongerwasprettymuchonlyawasteofenergy.

Regardless,GeraldwasquicklyabletotellthatXenry’sdiceshowedthreesixes,onefive,andonefour.

Sincehisdicerollsthisroundwasn’tallthatgreat,hischancesofwinninghadbecomeevenslimmer

thanbefore.

Followingthat,Xanrythenshouted,“Threetwos!”

Momentarilycaughtbysurprise,Geraldhadn’texpectedXanrytoactuallyshoutanumberthathedidn’t

evenhaveinhisroll.Italmostseemedlikehewastryingtotraphim…Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’taboutto

letXanryhavehisway.

Withthat,hechosenottoopenXanry’sdicejustyet.Ifhedid,itwouldjustbetooobvious.

Instead,Geraldshoutedoutthenumbersofhisowndice,thatbeing,“Threefives!”

Hearingthat,XanrywasdefinitelynotgoingtoopenGerald’sdice.Afterall,thepossibilityofhaving

threefiveswassimplytoolow.

Afterthat,Xanrythenyelled,“Fourfours!”

“Open!”declaredGerald.SinceGeralddidn’thaveasinglefour,ifhedidn’topennow,howmuchlonger

wouldhehavetowait?

WhileXanryfoundhimselfstunned,hequicklysnappedoutofitbeforeopeninghisdice…



DuetoGeraldnothavinganyfoursandXanryhavingone,itwasevidentthatXanryhadlostthisround

aswell.

Tothinkthatsuchresultswouldturnup…Hetrulyhadbroughtruinuponhimselfagain…

WatchingasXanry’sexpressionsoured,Geraldapologeticallysaid,“Sorrymonitor,guessIwinagain!”

ThoughXanrywasvexedoutofhismindwhenheheardthat,therewasnothinghecoulddo.Afterall,

bothJunoandRuthhadbeenwatchingthemplaythisentiretime.Itwasimpossibleforhimtogoback

onhisownbet.

Withthat,theresignedXanrycouldonlyreturntheremainingseventy-fivedollarsthathehadjustwon

backtoGerald.

Asthesayingwent,‘thingswouldalwaysreturntotheirrightfulowners’.

Withthehundredandfiftydollarsback,GeraldsmiledasheturnedtofaceXanrywhilesaying,“Ithink

weshouldn’tplayanylonger,monitor!It’snotgoodtogamblethismuch!”

Whilehiswordswerekind,GeraldwaswellawarethatsayingthatwouldonlyfurtherprovokeXanry

intoplayingmore.

“…Ofcoursewe’llcontinueplaying!I’veonlylostahundredandfiftydollars,youknow?I’lldefinitely

winthatamountbacklater!”repliedXanryinaconfidenttone.

Hearingthat,Geraldwasinstantlydelightedashethought,‘Tothinkthathe’sstilltryingtointimidate

me!Sinceit’scometothis,don’tblamemefortakingmoreofyourmoney!’



Somepeoplejustneededtobepersistentlyandmercilesslydealtwithforthepointtofinallygetacross

theirthickskulls.

Regardless,thetwoofthemthenpromptlystartedtheirnextround.

Throughouttheprocessofshakingtheirdice,XanrykeptacloseeyeonGerald.Tohisannoyance,

Geralddidn’tappeartohaveanytricksuphissleeve.Still,XanrysimplyhadafeelingthatGeraldwas

different,thoughhecouldn’tpinpointwhatmadeGeraldsospecial…

Whateverthecasewas,afterawhile,thetwoofthemstoppedshakingtheirdiceatthesametime.

Thistime,Geraldhadfourtwosandasingleone.Inthegame’sterms,suchresultswereknownas

‘leopard’sincesomanyofthediceyieldedthesamevalue.Xanry,ontheotherhand,hadfourthrees

andasingletwo.

Lookingatthevalueofhisowndice,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutsmileconfidently.

Seeingthat,Geraldthensaid,“Comeon,monitor!Afteryou!”

“Fourtwos!”declaredXanry,evidentlystilltryingtoframeGerald.Unfortunately,theonlywayhecould

succeedwithhisplanwasbygettingdefeatedbyGeraldagainthisround.

Naturally,GeraldwasnofoolsohesimplyyelledoutXanry’spoints,thatbeing,“Fourthrees!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrycouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.HowcouldGeraldhaveknownhisexact

points?

Quicklyshakingthethoughtoff—figuringthatGeraldhadjustyelledoutsomerandomnumbers—Xanry

thenshouted,“Fivetwos!”



“Oh?I’lladdonemorethen!Sixtwos!”yelledGeraldinreturn.

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasstunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldbethisquicktoact!

Regardless,nowthatGeraldhadcalledforsix,thesituationwasgettingmoreandmoredangerous.Ifhe

continuedshouting,hewasafraidthatGeraldwouldeventuallyopenhisdice.Withthatinmind,Xanry

couldonlychoosetoopenGerald’sdicefirst.

“…Fine!I’mopeningyours!Idon’tbelievethatyoucouldhavesixtwos!”grumbledXanryasherevealed

hisdicebeforestaringatGeraldconfidently.

Unfortunatelyforhim,nothingwentaccordingtoXanry’splans.

“Ohmy,I’mtrulysorry,monitor!ItappearsthatIreallyhavesixtwos!Whatmore,notonlydoIhavesix

ofthem,butIalsohavea‘leopard’!”declaredGeraldashesmuglylookedatXanry.

How…Howwasthispossible?!ItwastrulystupefyingtoXanry.

Whowould’veguessedthatGeraldwouldgetaleopard!NowonderGeraldhadshoutedthatoutso

confidently!Hehadcalculatedalltheoddsextremelycarefully!

Whateverthecasewas,thisfacttrulymadeXanrysufferagreatloss.

“…Fine!Youwinsome,youlosesome!”grumbledXanryashetookanotherseventy-fivedollarsout

fromhiswallet,unabletoplayanytricks.

Takingthemoney,GeraldthenhandedittoJunobeforesayingwithasmile,“Holdontoitforme,will



you,Juno?Afterall,it’sprobablyrarethatmonitoristhisgenerous!”

Uponhearingthat,Xanrywasinstantlyinfuriated.Whilehewasfilledwithresentment,thetruth

remainedthathehadlost,sohecouldn’tjustburstintoanger.Whatmore,ifheflewintoaragenow,

Xanrywasworriedthattheotherswouldstartclaimingthathewasn’twealthyenoughtoplaythegame,

andthatwasaformofhumiliationheneverwantedtoexperience.

Hehadjustlosttwohundredandtwenty-fivedollars.Itwasn’tmuchtohim,sohecouldsurelystillgo

on…!

BelievingthatXanrywouldn’twanttocontinueplayingaftersufferingsomanylosses,Geraldthen

lookedathimbeforeasking,“Areyougoingtoplaymore,monitor?”

“Butofcourse!Let’sresume!”declaredXanry.Athiscurrentstate,itwasclearthatXanryhadthe

temperamenttypicalofagambler.UnlesshewonagainstGerald,hewouldn’tbeabletoresteasy.

NotthatGeraldwascomplaining,ofcourse.HewantedtoseehowmuchmoreXanrycouldtake.

“Verywellthen,monitor!However,sinceyousuggestedthepreviousgame,Ithinkit’shightimeI

suggestedmyown.Whatdoyousayweswitchitupalittle?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Xanry—whowassurethathewouldbeabletodefeatGeraldnomatterwhatgame

hewantedtoplay—thensaid,“Iaccept!Dosharethedetailsofthegame!”

“It’squitesimple,really.We’llbothhavefivediceeach,andwe’llhavetoguessthepointsofour

opponent’sdice.Forexample,ifyouguessclosetothenumberofpointsIhave,thenyou’llwin.With

myloss,I’llhavetopayyouthedifferenceinpointsbetweentheactualpointsandtheamountyou

guessed,witheachpointsymbolizingfifteendollars.Whatdoyouthink?”explainedGerald.

FindingGerald’sgameintriguing,Xanryquicklyreplied,“Agreed!Let’sgowiththisthen!”



Forapersonwhoenjoyedgambling,they’dsurelyendupgettingaddictedextremelyquicklywithsuch

high-riskhigh-rewardgames.Ifitwasn’talreadyobviousenough,Xanrywassuchaperson,andhewas

trulyunfortunatethatGeraldwashisopponent.

Regardless,bothofthemquicklypickedtheirdiceupandbeganshaking…

Thesecondtheystopped,GeraldturnedtofaceXanrybeforesaying,“Afteryou!”

Hearingthat,Xanryinstantlywentwithahighvalue,stating,“Twenty-fivepoints!”

Geraldhimselfreplied,“Ahighguess!Well,Iguessthatyouhavenineteen!”

ThoughGeraldknewtheexactpointsXanrycurrentlyhad,hecouldn’tjustrevealthatnumber.While

GeraldhadtoalwaysmakesurehewasafewpointsaboveorbelowXanry’sscore,hewascertainthat

he’dstillbeabletotakeXanrydown.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatthevalueshadbeenshoutedout,bothofthemdisplayedtheirdice

foreachothertosee…revealingtwentypointsonGerald’ssideandsixteenonXanry’sside.

ThismeantthatGeraldhadwonthisroundsinceGerald’sguesswasonlythreepointsshortofwhat

XanryhadrolledwhereasXanrywasfivepointsshort.

Smiling,GeraldthenlookedatXanrybeforesaying,“Well,guessI’vewon!Timetopayup,monitor!”

Nowfeelinggloomierthanbefore,XanryrealizedthatGeraldmustbeexperiencedinthegame.It

certainlyexplainedwhyGeraldhadchosenthisspecificgametoplaywithhim.



Still,nowthattheywerealreadyinthemiddleofthegame,therewasnowayhewasgoingtosuddenly

askforittostop.Doingsowouldonlyenduphumiliatinghim,andforXanry,hisdignityandpridewere

aboveallelse.Withthatinmind,hehandedyetanotherseventy-fivedollarstoGerald.

Whileitwastruethathewasrich,hisheartstillachedtohavetohandGeraldthatmoney.Afterall,

thoughthemoneyhehadlostwasnothingparticularlynoteworthytohim,thefactremainedthathe

hadn’twonasinglecentfromGerald.Xanryhadsimplybeenlosingmoneythisentiretime!

Geraldhimselfcouldn’treallybeblamed.Afterall,Xanrywastheonewhohadwantedtocontinue

playingthisentiretime.Xanrywassimplyreapingwhathehadsownforcontinuallytryingtooffend

Gerald.

Regardless,nowthatthisroundwasover,GeraldthenlookedatXanrybeforeasking,“So,onemore

round,monitor?”

Aftersufferingsomanylosses,Xanrycertainlydidn’twanttostickaroundanymore.

Bythispoint,heknewthatGeraldhadsomehiddenabilitythathadbeenallowinghimtowinsomany

timesinarow.XanryhadalsobecomeawarethatGeraldhadsimplybeenpretendingtobeweakthis

entiretime.Withthatinmind,itmadesensethathimconstantlylookingdownonGeraldwouldleadto

suchanoutcome!



Chapter1751-1753

Chucklinginresponse,Xanrythensmiledbeforesaying,“Beforethat,I’dliketoheadtothewashroom

first!”

“Surething!”repliedGeraldwithanod.WhileheknewthatXanrywastryingtoescape,Geralddidn’t

feeltheneedtoexposehim.

Whateverthecasewas,Xanrythengotupandquicklyleftforthewashroom.

NowthathehadfinallymanagedtoescapefromGerald’sevilgrasp,therewasnowayinhellthathe

wasgoingtodareoffendGeraldanymore.

Soonenough,theclassmatepartyendedsmoothlyandGeralddrovehometogetherwithJuno…

Thesecondtheysteppedintoherhouse,JunoinstantlysmiledassheturnedtolookatGeraldbefore

saying,“You’veteasedXanrysomuchtoday,Gerald!”

Laughingheartilyinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“He’satfaultforoffendingmeinthefirstplace!I

certainlycouldn’tjustlethimoffafterhedidthat,couldI?Besides,you’rehappythatIteasedhimtoo,

no?”

Uponhearingthat,Junonoddedbeforedelightedlysaying,“OfcourseI’mhappy!Thatguy’sbeen

pesteringmesincemyuniversitydays,youknow?Atlonglast,someonehumiliatedhim!”

SinceGeraldhadhumiliatedhimsomuch,shewassurethatXanrywouldn’tpesterhereveragain.That

wasonetroublesomepersondonewith…

Atthatmoment,atinycreakwasheard…



Turningtofacethedoorthathadopened,theduowatchedasRayslowlywalkedout…

Uponseeingthem,hethenquicklyjoggedtowardthemwhilesaying,“Mr.Crawford!MissZorn!You’re

back!”

“Weare,butwhyareyoustillup,Ray?”askedJuno.

“I…I’vebeenwaitingforyoutoreturn!OldFlintsentyousomething!”explainedRay.

“What?Hedid?Whatdidhesendover?”askedGeraldcuriously.

Uponhearingthat,Rayre-enteredhisroombeforereturningwithaboxandhandingittoGerald.

“It’sthisunopenedboxwithaletterattachedtoit!I’mguessingthatOldFlintwrotetheletter!”

explainedRay.

Hearingthat,Geraldthentooktheboxandquicklyopenedit…onlytorevealaperfumebaginsidethat

constantlyemittedafaint,pleasantsmell…

“…Thatsmellssowonderful!IwonderwhyOldFlintsentyouaperfumebagofallthings…”muttered

Ray.

WhilethegiftwasapleasantsurprisetobothRayandJuno,theyquicklyrealizedthatGeraldwas

instead,frowning.Didtheperfumebagsymbolizesomething…?

NotevenbotheringtoreplytoRay’sstatement,GeraldthenquicklybeganreadingthroughOldFlint’s

letter…andbythetimehewasdone,hisfrownwasmuch,muchdeeperthanbefore.



SeeinghowfurrowedGerald’sbrowsnowwere,Ray—whohadneverseenGeraldshowsuchan

expressionbefore—couldn’thelpbutaskinaconcernedtone,“What’swrong,Mr.Crawford?What

happened?Yourexpressionlookssounpleasant!”

“Indeed!WhatdidOldFlintsay,Gerald?”askedJuno.

“…Firstofall,thisperfumebag…It’scalledghost-luringperfume,andasitsnamesuggests,it’susedto

lureghosts.Movingontotheletter,OldFlintapparentlywantstoheadtoaplacecalledGrimhelmto

investigatesomesecretsregardingvampires.Thoughhe’saskingmeifI’mwillingtogowithhim,since

hesentmethisperfumebag,I’msurehemeansbusiness.Afterall,Itoldhimtoonlysendthisparticular

kindofperfumebagoverifmajorissuescameup!”

AfterhearingGerald’sexplanation,bothofthemfinallygotthewholestory.Asitturnedout,the

perfumebagreallydidsymbolizesomething.

“…Still…couldn’tthe‘majorissue’beagoodaffair?”askedRay.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Unfortunately,I’veheardtalesofGrimhelmbeforeaswell.It’s

anextremelyviciousplace,sothefactthathe’sgonetheremustmeanthathe’sbumpedintosome

trouble.”

GeraldalsoknewthatOldFlintwaswiseenoughnottosendsuchaperfumebagoverundernormal

circumstances.Hewould’veonlyposteditwhenhewasinurgentneedofhelp…

“…Isee!Then…Whenareweleaving?”

“Weleaveatninetomorrowmorning!”declaredGerald,knowinghowurgentthesituationwas.

Followingthat,heturnedtofaceRayandJunobeforeinstructing,“Ray,Juno,gowakeNoriupanddetail

heronallthis.Oncethat’sdone,startpackingup.I’llbeneedingyouthreetofollowmethere!”



Withhowseriousthematterwas,Geraldneededallthehelphecouldget.Afterall,withevery

additionalpersontheyhad,themorepowertheirpartywouldpossess.

Hearingthat,Junothenreplied,“Gotit!”

Rayhadnoobjectionseither,sotheduoquicklypartedwayswithGerald.

Afterthat,allfourofthemquicklybeganpackingupandreadyingthemselvesforthetriptomorrow

morning…

WhileGeraldfinishedpackingrelativelyearly,henaturallyhadarestlessnight…

Byearlymorning,allfourofthemwerealreadyup,andaftercleaningthemselvesandhavingtheir

breakfast,thepartyoffourthensetoff.

WithRaybeingthedriver,thepartythendroveallthewaytothehighwayentrance—whichtookabout

halfanhour—nearthesea.Accordingtothemeetingtimeintheletter,OldFlintshouldbewaitingfor

themtherebythen…

Trueenough,uponarrivingatthehighwayentrance,allfourofthemsawanoldpersonwearingablack

windbreaker—aswellasablackhat—sittingbytheroadside,asandalwoodscepterinhand.Itwasn’t

hardtodiscernthatthatwasnoneotherthanOldFlint.Withthat,GeraldthentoldRaytostopthecar

nexttohim.

Thesecondthecarstopped,Geraldsteppedoutbeforerespectfullygreeting,“OldFlint!”

Noddingslightlywithagrunt,theoldmanthengotintotheshotgunseatwithGerald’shelp.



Withthatdone,GeraldthentoldRaythathewouldbedrivingnext.

Itwasn’tasthoughRayhadbaddrivingskillsoranything,butthefactremainedthatonlyGeraldandOld

Flintknewwheretheirdestinationwas.Withthatinmind,itwouldbebetterthatGeralddroverather

thanhavingtopointoutthedirectionstoRaythroughouttheentirejourney.

Beforeleaving,Geraldmadesuretoask,“Isthereanyoneelsejoiningus,OldFlint?”

Shakinghisheadslightly,OldFlintthenleanedagainsthisseat,notsayingaword…

Sincehehadapairofsunglasseson,nobodytrulyknewwhetherhiseyeswereopenorclosed.

Regardless,seeingthathewasn’tgoingtogetareply,Geraldthensteppedontheaccelerator,driving

straightintothehighway…

“It’llbeabouttenhoursbeforewegettoourdestination.Thethreeofyoucangetsomerestifyou

wantto.Afterall,wewokeupprettyearly!”suggestedGerald.

Hearingthat,allthreeofthemnodded.Afterall,therewasnotmuchelsetodoonthehighwayunless

theycameacrossanyrestareas.Withthat,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthreeofGerald’scompanionsdozed

off…

Whenthathappened,therewascompletesilenceinthecar.Afterall,Geraldwasdrivingattentively

whereasOldFlintremainedassilentasever.

Thoughsuchasituationwouldsurelybetiresomeforregularpeople—sinceaten-hourdrivewasrather

long—,itwasarathereasyaffairforGerald.Hewasn’ttiredintheleast…

ItwasataroundeleventhatnightwhenGeraldandtheothersfinallyarrivedattheEmeraldRealm.The



vampires’territorywasanoldforestlocatedonanancientmountainthere,andsinceancienttimes,few

hadventuredintotheforesttomeetthem…

Fortunatelyfortheparty,therewerestillsomeoperatinghotelsandinnsinthevicinity.Withthatin

mind,thegroupoffivecouldfinallysettledownandgetsomeproperrest…

Afterbookingsomerooms,heallowedeveryonetoheadtotheirrespectiveroomstogetsomewell-

deservedsleep.Afterall,theyneededtobefullyrestedbeforeofficiallyenteringvampireterritoryearly

thenextmorning…

Bydawn,allofthemcheckedoutearlyandimmediatelybegandrivingtowardtheoldforestinthe

mountains…

Afteraboutfortyminutesofdriving,thecarfinallycametoahaltatthefootofthemountain.Sincethe

carcouldn’tbedrivenanyfurther,theyhadnootherchoicebuttocontinueforwardonfoot.

Oncetheygottheirluggage,theybegantheirjourneyupthemountain…

Astheywerewalking,Raycouldn’thelpbutdeclare,“…I’mnotsureabouttherestofyou,buttheair

hereisamazinglyfresh!Itfeelsrathernicetobeawayfromthehustleandbustleofthecity!”

Theothersknewwhathemeant.Afterall,theenvironmentherewasdefinitelyfreshercomparedtothe

city’s.Asidefromthecrispair,theywerealsosurroundedbytherejuvenatingauraoftheplantsaround

them…

Regardless,afterwalkingforabouthalfanhour,thefiveofthemeventuallyarrivedatavillage.

Thevillageitselfwasbuiltbythelocalvampires,andsincetheylivedinsuchseclusion,theircustoms

werenaturallydifferent.



Withthatinmind,thesecondthesurroundingvampiresnoticedGeraldandhisparty’spresence,they

instantlystoppedwhatevertheyweredoing.Asallthevampiresstoodupandstaredvigilantlyatthe

group,amanwearingaleatherjacketwalkeduptoGerald,glaringattheyouthasheasked,“Whoare

youpeople?”

Naturallystoppingintheirtracks,Geraldthensmiledsubtlyashereplied,“Greetings!We’re

merchants!”

“Hah!Amerchant,yousay?Look,I’veseentonsofpeoplelikeyou,socuttheactalready!Tellme,are

youhereforthetreasureintheforest?”sneeredtheman.

Frowningslightlyuponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutthinkthatthevampireswereabitmore

difficulttodealwiththanhehadinitiallyanticipated.

Afteraslightpause,hethenordered,“Ray,bringthefoodout!”

Uponhearingthat,Rayimmediatelytookallthefoodoutofhisbackpackbeforehandingsometo

Gerald.

Takingthefood,Geraldthenhandedthemtotheleather-coatedmanbeforesaying,“Wereallyare

merchants!We’rehereinexchangeforsomegoodsandlocalspecialties!Ifyoustilldon’tbelieveus,

comeexamineourwares!”

Ofcourse,Geraldwassayingthistoavoidthemanfromfurtherbeingsuspiciousofthem.

AfterhearingGerald’swordsandseeingthefood,themanloweredhisguardslightlybeforetakingthe

foodthatGeraldhadhandedouttohim.



Evenastheleather-coatedmanwasstillinspectingthefood,theothervampireswerealreadyrushing

towardGeraldandhisgroup.

WhileGeraldandtheothersquicklybecamethemostwelcomepeopleinthevillage,italsocausedtheir

foodsupplytorapidlydiminishasthevillagersreadilytradedingoldforthewares.

Naturally,thismadeRay,Nori,andJunoslightlyworried.Afterall,iftheyhadnofoodleft,whatwere

theygoingtoeatwhentheyventureddeeperintotheoldforest?

Atthatmoment,agruffvoicecouldbeheardshouting,“Stepaside!”

Followingthat,everyonewatchedasafatmanfumbledforwardwithafewshabbily-dressed

subordinatesfollowingbehindhim.

“Oho!Outsiders,hmm?Whatgoodthingshaveyoubroughtover?”Lookingatthelarge-bellied

man—whowasstaringatGeraldandhisgroup—,Geraldalreadyknewthathewastrouble.More

accurately,hefeltthatthefatmanwasabanditandaplainbullyinthevillage.

WhileGeraldwasn’ttookeenongettingintocontactwithhimorhissubordinates,hestillputonasmile

ashereplied,“It’sjustsomefood,butallofithasalreadybeenexchangedandtakenbythevillagers!”

Hearingthat,thebig-belliedmanthenraisedhisheadbeforedeclaring,“Listenhere!I’mcalledFane

andI’mthebossofthisvillage!Sinceyou’vecometomyvillage,youshouldhandussomethingasa

welcomegift!Otherwise,it’llbehardformetoallowyoutostayhere!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlyknewthatFanewasmerelyagangstertryingtoblackmailthemfor

money.Whilethethreatswouldsurelyfoolthemoregulliblepeople,Geraldwasexperiencedwith

peoplelikeFane.Withthatinmind,hewasn’tabouttoallowFanetotakeadvantageofthem.

Regardless,beforeGeraldcouldevenreply,Fane—whohadhisgazefixedonJunoandNoriforawhile



now—revealedasinistersmilebeforesaying,“Oho,thosetwobeautiesatthebacklookrathernice!”

Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlysteppedinbetweenhimandthetwogirlsbeforestaringstraightinthe

eyeatFanewhilesaying,“Sir,we’remerchantswhoareheretodobusiness!Nowthatwe’vesoldallour

goods,weshouldleave!”

JustashesignaledforJunoandNoritobeginleaving,GeraldheardasFaneangrilyshouted,“Stopright

there!DidIsayyoucouldleave?Itoldyou,ifyouwishtoleave,youhavetoleavesomethingbehind!

Otherwise,don’tevendreamofgettingoutofthevillage!”

Whenheheardthat,Gerald’sexpressioninstantlysoured.LookingatFane—whowasglaringallhigh

andmightilyathim—Geraldwasprettysurethatthefatmanwasn’tabouttotakehimseriously

anytimesoon.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldonlythink,‘Howabsolutelyshameless…Tothinkthathesobadlywants

tostandagainstme!Well,that’sjustgreat!Iwon’thesitatetodealwithyoutoo,then!Daringtoeven

haveulteriormotivesagainstme…Youtrulyarecourtingdeath!’

“Then,whatexactlydoyouwishformetoleavebehind?”askedGeraldinacasualtone.

Laughingoutloud,Fanethendeclared,“Youcaneitherhandoverallyourmoneyorleavethosetwo

womenbehind!”scoffedFaneashesnortedwhilelookinglustfullyatJunoandNori.

“AndifI’mreluctanttodoeither?”repliedGerald.

“Youmother*cker!Areyouplayingdumbnow?Ifyouwanttobethisdefiant,I’lljustordermymento

ruinyou!”growledFane.

BeforeFanecouldsayanythingelse,however,hequicklyfoundhimselfflyingbackward!



Naturally,thiswasbecauseGeraldhadmadeamove.

NotonlywasFanevulgartowardhim,butheevenhadsuchulteriormotivesonJunoandNori!The

combinationofthetwowasdefinitelyenoughtowarrantbeingtaughtalessonbyGerald.

Regardless,afterseeingtheirbossgettingbeatenup,Fane’ssubordinatesinstantlyrushedtoward

Geraldtoavengehim.

Ofcourse,Geraldsimplycounteredtheirassaultswithlightning-fastkickswithouttheslightest

hesitation.

Asallofthemwerepromptlytakenoutinasinglehit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheywereall

idiotsforevendaringtolookfortroublewithhimwhentheyweresoweak.

Rayandtheothers,ontheotherhand,simplywatchedthesceneplayoutinsilence.Afterall,theyknew

thatnothingbadwouldhappentothemwithGeraldthere.



Chapter1754-1776

Soonenough,nightfellandtheentireareawascompletelyengulfedindarkness.Withhowsilentitwas,

thecracklingofthebonfire—thatGeraldandhispartyhadstartedintheyardandwerecurrentlysitting

around—wascrispasday…

Withthepresenceofaverylargepieceofmeatfordinner—thatwascurrentlycookingoverthe

bonfire—,itwasevidentthatGeraldhadsavedsomefoodforarainyday.Geraldhadmadesuretokeep

somerationsinhisownbag,anticipatingthepossibilityofthevillagersexchangingallofthefoodin

Ray’sbackpack.

Duetohowlargethemeatwas,allfiveofthemweresufficientlyfullbythetimedinnerwasover.

Withtheirbelliesnowfilled,Raycouldn’thelpbutaskinaslightlyworriedtone,“…DoyouthinkFane

andhisgangwillcomelookingfortroublewithustonight,Mr.Crawford?”

“Don’tworry,we’lljusttaketurnsbeingonguardtonight.Youcansleepfirst,andaftertwohours,we’ll

switchplaces.Thatway,nobodywillbeabletosneakuponus!”saidGerald.

EvenifFanewasn’tpresent,Geraldwould’vestillsuggestedforthesamethingtobedone.Afterall,

theywerecurrentlyinunfamiliarterritory.Withthatinmind,theyneededtobeonguardatalltimesto

preventgettingsneakattacked.

InclusiveofOldFlint,GeraldwasmoreworriedaboutJunoandNori’ssafety.Hesworetohimselfthat

hewouldn’talloweitherofthemtosufferfromanyinjuriesorgethurtduringthisjourney…

Regardless,RaywasnaturallynotagainstGerald’ssuggestion,andhenoddedinagreement.

ItwaslateintothenightwhenJunoandNorifinallyfellasleep,theirshouldersleaningagainsteach

other.OldFlinthimselfcouldbeseenmeditatingatthesidewhileRayeventuallydozedoffasheleaned

againstapillar.



AsforGerald,hesatbeforethebonfire,keepingalookoutfordangerwhileoccasionallylookingatthe

sky…

Fromwherehesat,thenightskylookedutterlypicturesque.Soonenough,abrightcrescent

moon—thathadearlierbeenblockedbyclouds—revealeditselfalongwithcountlessdazzlingstars…

Duetoalltheneonlightsandstreetlampsincities,suchbeautifulsightswereimpossibletoenjoyin

urbanareas.Withthatinmind,thenaturalbeauty—thatcouldonlybewitnessedouthereinthe

wilderness—wouldsurelybeabletorefreshanyone’smind…

Whateverthecasewas,thenightwasuneventfulandendedpeacefully.

ItappearedthatdespiteFaneandhisgang’srashness,theyknewtheirlimitationswell.Afterall,that

groupofbullieshadn’tcausedtroubleforGeraldandhispartyatallthatnight.

Evenso,Geraldwasabruptlyawokenearlythatmorningwhenheheardaracketnearby.

Withthat,theawakenedGerald—whohadfallenasleepatdawnsincehefiguredthatnobodywouldbe

dumbenoughtoattackthemindaylight—instantlyranouttohavealook.

Shortlyafter,hecameacrossagroupofvillagerswhowerediscussingsomethingwhilestandingaround

awell.Withhowunpleasanttheirexpressionswere,Geraldcouldonlyassumethatsomethingbadhad

happened.

WhenthevillagersnoticedthatGeraldwascuriouslywalkingtowardthem,theyquicklysurroundedhim.

BeforeGeraldcouldevenaskwhattheyweredoing,oneofthevillagerspointedathimbeforeasking,

“Wasityou?”



Raisingaslightbrowinhisbewilderment,Geraldthenreplied,“…Wasitme,what?Whathappened?”

Uponhearingthat,thevillagerthenharrumphedbeforefuriouslyretorting,“WasityouwhokilledFane?

Afterall,heoffendedyouyesterday!”

Aftertheangryvillagersaidthat,theothervillagersquicklypointedatthewell,promptingGeraldto

walkoverandlookdown…

Thesecondhedid,Geraldwasinstantlygreetedbythesightofamassivefloatingcorpse…Withhowfat

itwas,hehadnodoubtthatthebodybelongedtoFane…

StunnedthatFanewoulddiesosuddenly—andbefounddeadinthewellofallplaces—Geraldthen

facedthevillagersbeforeasking,“How…Didhedie?”

“…Whatdoyoumean,howdidhedie?Areyouseriouslypretendingtobesurprisedthathisbodyis

here?You’retheonlyoneherewhohasagrudgeagainsthim,youknow?Whoelsecould’vekilledhim?”

blamedanothervillager.“Look,Ididn’tevenleavethehouse!HowcouldIhavekilledhim?”explained

Gerald.

Whilethatwasthetruth,heknewthevillagersweren’tgoingtobuyitsoeasily.Withthatinmind,the

bestwaytoclearthingsoutwouldbebyinvestigatinghowFanetrulydied.

Still,Fane’sdeathcertainlyexplainedwhyheandhisganghadn’tcausedGeraldandhispartyany

troublethepreviousnight.

ThoughFanewasdefinitelyavillainouscharacterthatdeservedretributionsoonerorlater,Geraldhad

toadmitthathisdeathwasabittoountimely.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenadded,“…Look,beforewestartpointingfingers,let’sjustgetthe

corpseupfirsttoseehowhereallydied!”



Hearingthat,thevillagerscouldn’targuewithGerald’slogic,sotheybegantugginghiscorpseup.

Thesecondthefatcorpsewasoutintheopen,everyonesawthathisfacehadbeencompletelyruined.

Withhowbadlyhisfacehadbeenclawedup,Fanebarelyhadanynotablefacialfeaturesleft.

SquattingdowntogetacloserlookatFane’scorpse,GeraldeventuallyfoundadeepgashinFane’sneck.

Withthatinmind,Geralddeducedthathehaddiedfrombloodloss.

Oncehegotbacktohisfeet,Geraldthenturnedtolookatthevillagersbeforedisplayinghishands

whilesaying,“FromwhatIcansee,whateverkilledFanehadsharpclaws.Imean,justtakeagoodlook

athismangledface!There’sadeepgashinhisnecktoothatcould’veonlybeeninflictedbyextremely

sharpclaws!Withthatinmind,Icouldn’thavebeenthekiller!”

RealizingthatGerald’sstatementmadesense,thevillagersquicklyacceptedthathewasn’tthekiller.

However,ifthatwasthecase,thenwhowasthemurderer?Whathappenedthepreviousnight?Also,

whyweren’tFane’ssubordinateswithhim?Allthesewerestillmysteries…

Allofasudden,everyonesuddenlyheardayoungvoiceshouting,“S-somethingterriblehashappened!

D-deadbodies!”

Turningaroundtoseethenervousboywhowasrunningtowardthem,thevillagersexchangedglances

beforeoneofthemsaid,“Calmyourself.Whathappened?”

“F-Fane’sunderlings…Allofthemhavediedattheirhome!”exclaimedtheterrifiedyouth.

Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlybegantrembling.Nobodycould’veseenthiscoming…

Regardless,GeraldandthevillagersthenhurriedovertowhereFane’ssubordinateswerestaying.Upon



arrivingattheshabby-lookingyard,everyonecouldseetheirdeadbodieslyingallovertheyard.Upon

closerinspection,allofthemhaddiedthesamewayFanehad,withbloodygashesontheirnecks.With

thatinmind,Geraldknewthatthesamepersonhaddonethedeed.

“Whatonearthcouldhavecausedallthistohappen…?”

“Indeed…could…couldtheghosthavecomeoutoftheforest?”

“T-that’simpossible!”

Thoughthevillagerswerenowtheorizingthecurrenteventsamongthemselves,Geralddidn’tbother

aboutthem.Instead,hequicklyreturnedtowheretheywerestaying,onlytofindthatRayandthe

othershadawoken.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturned,Raywaspromptedtoask,“Wheredidyouheadoffsoearlyinthe

morning,Mr.Crawford?”

IgnoringRay’squestion,GeraldinsteadturnedtofaceOldFlintbeforesaying,“OldFlint,please,come

withme!”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanquicklyfollowedGeraldout.

Curious,Rayfollowedbothofthemoutaswell.WhileRayhadnoideawhatwashappening,judging

fromGerald’sexpression,heknewthatitwasaseriousincident.

Itwasn’tlongbeforethetrioarrivedatthewell.

PointingatFane’scorpse—thatwasnowlyingontheground—Geraldthensaid,“Pleasehavealookat

thiscorpse,OldFlint!Somethingattackedhimyesterdaybeforetossinghimdownthewell!”



Uponseeingthecorpse,theshockedRaythenshoutedindisbelief,“…I-isn’tthatFane,Mr.Crawford?

Wejustmethimyesterday!Howcouldhediesoabruptly?”

NotevenbotheringtoanswerRay’squestion,GeraldsimplykepthisgazeonOldFlint.

OldFlinthimselfsimplystaredatthecorpse,clearlyanalyzingit.Afterashortperiod,hethensaid,

“…Thisistheworkofferalvampires!”

“Feralvampires?”repeatedGerald,surprisedbyOldFlint’sanswer.

“Indeed.Onlytheirkindwouldhavesuchsharpclawsthatcouldeasilykill.Whatmore,ifyoupaycloser

attention,you’llbeabletoseebitemarksonhisneck!Itcanonlysignifythathisbloodhadbeensucked

up!”explainedOldFlint.

“So,whatyou’resayingisthatthereareferalvampiresintheforestsaroundus?Whyweren’twe

attackedlastnightinstead?”askedGerald.

SeeingthatGeraldwasratherdoubtfulabouthisclaim,OldFlintthenreplied,“That’sbecausetheferal

onesareafraidoffire.Wehadabonfireburninglastnight,remember?That’swhytheferalvampires

didn’tgoafterus.MyguessisthatthisFanepersonmusthavegoneoutinthemiddleofthenight.

Seeingthattheycouldn’ttargetus,theferalvampiresmusthavegoneafterhiminstead!”

OldFlint’sdeductionmadesensetoGerald,soheboughthiswords.Tothinkthatallthishadbeenthe

workofferalvampires!

Whateverthecasewas,OldFlintthenadded,“Wemustn’tlingeraroundforanylonger.Wehavetoset

offimmediately!”



WatchingasOldFlintthenturnedtoleave,GeraldtookonefinalglanceatFane’scorpsebefore

followingOldFlinttogetherwithRay.

Oncetheywerebackhome,theyquicklypackedtheirstuffandsilentlyleftthevillage.Afterall,ifthe

villagersknewthattheywereleavingundersuchshortnotice,they’dsurelyattempttostopGeraldand

hisparty.

Regardless,afterwalkingforabit,theyeventuallymanagedtoentertheoldforestdeepinthe

mountain…

Nowenshroudedbytrees,thegroupremainedvigilantastheyslowlyproceeded.

Whilewalkingon,Raycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Whatdoferalvampiresevenlooklike,Mr.Crawford?”

Hearingthat,Geraldwasn’ttoosurehowtoreply.Afterall,hehadneverpersonallymetaferalvampire

either.Withthat,hethenturnedtolookatOldFlintbeforesaying,“Notaclue.Doyouknowwhatthey

looklike,OldFlint?”

“Feralvampireshaveparticularlysharpfingernailsthatcaneasilytearthroughhumanskin,notunlikea

predatoryanimal’sclaws.They’realsoreliantonandenjoydrinkingblood,somuchsothattheyhavea

keensensetowardblood!”explainedOldFlint.

Nowunderstandingthattheyrequiredbloodtolive,Raythenasked,“…Ifthey’reasscaryasyousay,

thenwhyareweevenlookingforthem?”

Hearingthat,neitherGeraldnorOldFlintresponded.OnlyGeraldandtheoldmanwereallowedto

knowthereasonfornow,anduntiltheyarrivedatthevampires’territory,theremainingtriowasn’t

goingtogetaclearexplanationabouttheirmissionfromeitherofthem.

Untilthen,thetriosimplyhadtofocusonhelpingGeraldandOldFlintremainvigilantagainstsurprise



feralvampireattacks.

Notlongafter,thegroupwasabletohearratherloudrustlingfromwithinthetrees.Stoppingintheir

tracks,Geraldandtheothersimmediatelyheightenedtheirvigilance!

Secondslater,agroupofpeople—whoweredressedinclothingthatmadethemblendwellwiththeir

surroundings—rushedoutfromthetreesbeforequicklysurroundingGerald’sparty!“…Whoarethese

people,Mr.Crawford?”whisperedRayasGeraldshookhishead,adeepfrownonhisface.Quitefrankly,

hehadnoideawhotheywereeither.

Followingthat,amanwithabuzzcutsteppedforward,staringatGeraldandhisgroupbeforeasking,

“Whoareyoupeople?”

“Kindsir,we’remerelymerchantswhoareheretohavesomefun!”repliedGerald.

“…Merchantsyousay?Outhereinthemiddleofnowhere?Whoareyoutryingtofool?”retortedthe

manasheglaredatGerald.

“You’refreetochoosenottobelieveus.Regardless,whatareyouandyourmendoingallthewayout

here?”repliedGerald.

“We’reheretolookforthevampires’territory!”declaredthemanwiththebuzzcut,notseeinga

reasontolie.

“…Oh?You’reheretolookfortheirterritoryaswell?”repliedGeraldinsurprise.Tothinkthatthese

menhadthesamegoalashehad!

“Hmm?So,you’resayingweshareagoal?”saidthemanashesignaledfortherestofhismentolower

theirweapons.



“Wellthen,ifthat’sthecase,allowmetointroducemyself!IgobyLechZak,andI’mtheleaderofmy

team!”saidLechashestretchedhishandout.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenreturnedafirmhandshakeashereplied,“GeraldCrawford!”

Followingthat,Lechthensaid,“Didn’texpecttobumpintootherteamslookingforthevampires’

territoryaswell!”

Noddinginagreement,GeraldthenturnedtolookatOldFlintwhohadbeenstandingbehindhim.

Seeingthattheoldmanwasn’tshowinganyresponse,Geraldwasinstantlyrelieved.Afterall,this

meantthatOldFlintdidn’thavetoomuchanimositytowardLechandhissubordinates.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenturnedtofaceLechbeforeasking,“Doyouknowwhereexactlythe

vampires’territoryislocated?”

Retrievingamapfromhispocket,LechthenspreaditoutforGeraldtohavealook.

“We’recurrentlyhere,yousee,andthevampires’territoryiswithinthismountain.Withthatinmind,

we’llneedtodigourwayintotheirterritory!”explainedLech.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldinstantlytellhowwell-preparedLechandhissubordinateswere.

Regardless,sincebothpartieswerelookingforthevampires’territoryanyway,theyfiguredthatthey

mayaswelljustworkasateam.

Withthat,afterashortrest,thetwogroupsthenresumedtheirjourney.



Eventually,theyfinallyarrivedattheareawheretheyhadplannedtostartdigging.

“Thisisit,Gerald!”exclaimedLechashewavedhishandathisteammembers—whowerefollowing

behind—,indicatingthattheyhadarrived.

Withthat,Lechandhisteammatesretrievedtheirshovels—alongwithanyrelevantequipment—before

startingtodigtheearthbeneaththem.

“Youguyskeepaneyeonthingswhilewedig!Let’sgetourwell-deservedrestoncewemakeittothe

otherside!”saidLech.

Knowingthatitwasn’teasytodigoutapassagewayandthatitwouldbesometimebeforeLechandhis

menweredone,Geraldnaturallyhadnoobjections.

Afternoddinginagreement,hethenreturnedtohisownpartytostartkeepingwatch.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturned,Raythenaskedinaslightlyworriedtone,“…Doyoutrustthesepeople,

Mr.Crawford…?”

UnderstandingwhereRaywascomingfrom,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry,Icansensethathe’sa

righteousman!”

Uponhearingthat,Ray’sworriesquicklysubsided.Afterall,hetrustedGerald’sjudgment.

“Whataboutyou,OldFlint?WhatdoyouthinkaboutLechandhismen?”askedGeraldasheturnedto

lookattheoldmanwhowassittingclosetothem.Throughouttheirjourney,OldFlinthadremained

strangelyquiet…

Regardless,theoldmansimplyreplied,“We’llhavemorehelpwithanadditionalteam.There’ssafetyin



numbers!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedinagreement…

Aftertwohours,aloudsoundcouldbeheardcomingfromwhereLechandtheothershadbeendigging.

GuessingthatLechandhismenhadmanagedtodigoutapassageway,Geraldandhispartyquicklyran

towardthesound.

Astheyhadguessed,agiantpassagewaywasnowvisibleforalltosee…Withhowdarkitwasinside,it

wasprettymuchimpossibletotellwhatwasdownthere…

Regardless,GeraldandhispartywerejustintimetoseeLechorderinghismen,“Youtwo!Getinthere

andscoutahead!Ifyoufindthatanything’samiss,getoutimmediately!”

“Copythat!”repliedthetwomenastheyswitchedtheirflashlightsonandbeganwalkingintothenewly

formedpassageway…

Reappearingminuteslater,thetwomenthenreported,“Everything’snormalinside!Wecango

through!”

“Excellent!Still,pleasebecareful,everyone!Don’tmovearoundrecklesslyandalwayskeepalookout

foryourteammembers!”declaredLech.

“Loudandclear!”yelledeveryoneinresponse.

“Come,Gerald!Let’sheadintogether!”saidLechashelookedatGerald.

Hearingthat,GeraldnoddedslightlybeforeenteringthepassagewaybyLech’sside,therestofGerald’s

partyfollowingcloselybehindthem.



Onceinside,theysoonsawallsortsofcolorfulpaintingsoneithersideofthestonewalls.Fromhow

primitivetheylooked,onecouldeasilyguessthatthesepaintingshadbeenhereforages…

“…Canyoudiscernanythingfromthesepaintings,OldFlint?”askedGeraldashecuriouslyturnedtolook

attheoldman.

Afterlookingforawhile,OldFlintthenreplied,“…Thepicturesdescribethehistoryofthevampires’

developmentinancienttimes!Itveryclearlydescribesthestartoftheirspeciesuptilltheireventual

decline!Withthatinmind,Icansafelysaythatwe’vemadeitintothevampires’territory!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldandtheotherswerepleasantlysurprised.Aftergoingthroughsomucheffort,

theyhadfinallymanagedtoenterthevampires’territory!

“…However,thefactthatthosecorpseswerefounddeadlikethat…Itcanonlymeanthatsome

vampiresarestillalive!They’reincrediblydangerousopponents,sopleasebecareful,everyone!”added

OldFlint.

Vampiresingeneralwereanindependentracethatalmostneverhadcontactwithpeoplefromthe

outsideworld.Itdefinitelyexplainedwhytheyresentedthosefromtheoutsideworldsomuch.Itwas

alsothereasonwhytheyusuallyattackedanynon-vampiresonsight.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatvampireswerenaturallyfastandcouldeasilykillanynumberofpeoplethey

wanted.

“Nottoworry,sir!Allofusareexpertsatfighting,sowearen’ttobetrifledwitheither!Withthatin

mind,Ibelievethatthevampireswon’tdaretoactallunrestrainedonus!”repliedLechinaconfident

tone.

Uponhearingthat,OldFlintgavenoreply…



Regardless,afterabouttenminutesofwalking,everyonefinallymadeitoutofthepassagewaythat

spannedatleastafewhundredfeet.Thoughtheycould’vemadeitacrossmuchfasterhadtheywanted

to,theyhadtakentheirtimewhilewalkingacrosssinceallmannerofsharpgravelwerescattered

throughoutthearea.Withthatinmind,theywereallhonestlygladthattheyhadthick-soledshoeson…

Eitherway,attheendofthepassagewaylayagigantichall…Inthemiddleofthehall,wasawheelof

sortsthatonlyservedtoaddtothearea’sstrangenessandmysteriousness…

Afterlookingaround,theastonishedRaycouldn’thelpbutsay,“Colormesurprised!Tothinkthatsucha

largepalace-likeplacewouldexistuphereinthemountains!”

Trueenough,thisplacewasmuchlargerthanthetombtheyhadseeninGhostCountry.Withthatin

mind,itappearedthatthevampireswereextremelypowerful…

Whateverthecasewas,theothersthenbegancuriouslyinspectingtheirsurroundings…Gerald

himself—aswellasafewothers—immediatelywentforthewheelinthemiddleoftheroom…

Lookingatthewheel,Raythenasked,“Anyideawhatthiswheelsymbolizes,Mr.Crawford?”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,OldFlintexplained,“That’sthevampires’WheeloftheSunandMoon!

Theyuseittocalculatetime!”

“Calculate…time?Whywouldtheyrequiresuchabigwheeljusttocalculatetime?”askedRay.

“Oh,theydidn’tuseittocalculateregulartime.Instead,thewheelcalculateswhentheyneedto

replenishtheirblood!”repliedOldFlint,instantlycausingachilltorundownRay’sspine.

Asitturnedout,thevampiresusedthiswheeltocalculatewhenexactlytheyneededtosuckfreshblood,



andthethoughtofitalonewashonestlyspinetingling…

Atthatmoment,oneofLech’steammemberscouldbeseenstretchingouthishandtograbwhat

seemedtobeapearl—thatwasembeddedononeofthestonewalls—asheshouted,“Heycaptain,

there’sapearlhere!I’msureit’llsellforalot!”

Uponrealizingwhatwashappening,Geraldinstantlyyelled,“Don’tpluckitoffthewall!”

Unfortunately,Geraldwastoolate.

Theteammemberhadalreadytakenitoffthewall,andhewasnowlookingatGeraldinbewilderment,

wonderingwhyhewasgettingsoworkedupaboutthepearlinhishand.

Beforeanyonecouldreactanyfurther,athunderoussoundcouldsuddenlybeheard!

Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,everyone’seyeswidenedinhorrorwhentheyrealizedthata

massivestonehadfallenandcompletelyblockedthepalace’sentrance!

“Everyone,duck!”shoutedGeraldasheinstantlypushedOldFlintandtherestofhispartymembersto

theground.

Thesecondhissentenceended,countlessarrowsbeganshootingoutfromthesurroundingstonewalls!

Sadly,someofLech’steammembersweren’tquickenoughtoreact,whichledtothemgettingpierced

byvolleysofarrows!Soonenough,thosemembersfloppedtotheground,deadandlyingintheirown

poolsofblood…

Forthosewhomanagedtoduckintime,noneofthemdaredtoevenraisetheirheads,afraidthat

arrowswouldpiercerightthroughtheirskulls…



Nobodycould’veanticipatedtheretobesuchadeathmachineinthisplace…Itwasn’tlongafterbefore

theplacewentsilentagain…

Sincenomorearrowswerebeingshotout,itwasonlyfairtoassumethattheterrifyingmechanismhad

finallyended…

Breathingasighofrelief,Lechthenfearfullysaid,“Tothinkthatsuchadeathtrapwouldbehereofall

places,Mr.Crawford…!”

Nobodycouldhaveforeseenthis…However,thatdidn’tchangethefactthatthishadbeencausedby

oneofLechs’men.Theculprithimselfhadbeenpiercedbydozensofarrowsandwascurrentlylyingin

hisslowlyencroachingpoolofblood…Whataterriblewaytodie…

Still,thiswaswhathappenedwhenpeoplerandomlytouchedthingsinhere.Withthatinmind,Lech

thenglaredathismenbeforeyelling,“Listenup!Therestofyouaren’tallowedtomoveuntilIsayso!”

Hearingthat,allofLech’smensimplynoddedandremainedstandingwheretheycurrentlywere…Not

thatanyofthemweredaringenoughtotouchanythinganymore.Afterall,whoknowswhattheycould

triggernext?Thenexttraptheytriggeredcouldverywellbetheendofthem!

Seeingthathismenweren’tobjecting,LechthenturnedtofaceGeraldagainbeforeasking,“Whatdo

youthinkweshoulddo,Gerald?Theexit’sbeensealedshut!”

AsLechhadsaid,therewasnowagiganticstoneblockingtheexit,whichmeantthattherewasnoway

theyweregoingtobeabletoleavethewaytheycameinfrom.Withthatinmind,theycouldonlylook

foranotherexit…

“…Cave-likestructuresdefinitelyhavemorethanoneexit,thoughtheproblemliesinhowdifficultitis

tofindthem!”repliedGerald.



Hearingthat,Lechthenordered,“Alright,listenup,men!Therehastobeawaytoleavethisplace,so

let’sstartlookingforanexit!”

Withthat,everyonefromLech’steambeganscanninghighandlowforawaytoleavetheunderground

palace…

Geraldandhisparty,ontheotherhand,stoodbeforethewheel,studyingittoseeifithadanywayof

gettingthemoutofthere…

Sometimelater,Raydeclared,“…Mr.Crawford!Thereappearstobeamechanismofsortsdownhere

thatcanbeturned!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldsquatteddownandsawthatRaywasright.Therewasindeedaround

mechanismthatlookedlikeitcouldbeturned…

OldFlinthimselfthensaid,“Ifmyguessiscorrect,turningthatroundmechanismshouldactivatethis

wheel!”

MomentarilyturningtofaceOldFlint,Geraldthennodded.Hebelievedintheoldman’swisdom,sohe

quicklybeganturningthemechanismwithoutanyhesitation…

Soonenough,aloud‘clank’couldbeheard.

Afterrealizingthatthewheelitselfwasstartingtoturn,Geraldandtheothersquicklytookafewsteps

back,fullyvigilantsincenobodyknewwhatwasgoingtohappennext.

Thewheelitselfonlystoppedturningafteritslowlyspunbyahundredandeightydegrees…Andthe

secondtheturningended,anexplosivesoundwasheard!



Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,everyonewatchedasanopeningslowlyrevealeditselfonthe

wallwherethewheelendedupfacingonceitstoppedmoving.Bythetimethestoneslabwasfullylifted,

everyonecouldonlystarewide-eyedatthenewentrancebeforethem.

Quicklyshakingtheshockoff,Geraldthensaid,“Let’sgo!”

Withthat,heandhispartyinstantlyenteredthenewopening.Naturally,Lechandhismenquickly

followedafteraswell.

Whiletheyhadanticipatedthistobetheirticketoutofhere,itwasanythingbut…Asitturnedout,it

wastheentranceofyetanotherundergroundpalace!

Thereweretoweringstonepillarsoneithersideofthenewlyuncoveredundergroundpalace,and

besideeachpillarwasaplatform.Themiddleofeachplatformgaveoffafaintlight,illuminatingjust

enoughforallofthemtoseewheretheyweregoing…

PreviousChapter

“Hotd*mn!Tothinkthattherewasanotherpalacedownhere!Infact,thisonelooksmuchlargerthan

thepreviousone!”exclaimedRay.

“Pleasebecareful,everyone!Anddon’tdoanythingstupid!”warnedGerald,hopingthateveryonehad

learnedtheirlessonaboutrandomlytouchingthings.

“Copythat!Still,whatarethosethings,Mr.Crawford…?Theylooksoluxurious!”askedRayashewalked

towardoneoftheplatformstogetacloserlook.

“ThoseareTreasureGlazePlatforms.They’respeciallyusedtolightupcandlesticksusedforsacrificial

rituals.Thefiresinthemcanlastforever!”explainedOldFlintwhenhesawthatGeraldwasmakingno

efforttoreply.



Uponhearingthat,Raywasrightfullyshocked.Tothinkthatsuchmagicalitemsexisted…

Hisawewascutshort,however,wheneveryonesuddenlyheardoneofLech’smenscreaminagony!

Bythetimetheyturnedtolookathim,hisentirebodywasalreadyburning!Withscorchedskinand

eerilyhollowed-outeyes,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthatremainedofthemanwasapoolofbloodonthe

ground!

Withhowgruesomelyhehaddied,everyonewasunderstandablyterrified.

Thoughtheymadesuretodistancethemselvesfromthatpoolofblood,thesamethingsoonhappened

toyetanotherofLech’steammembers!Beforethesecondmemberdied,however,Geraldandthe

otherswereabletonoticeseveralblack,spider-likecreepy-crawliescrawlingalloverthepoorman’s

body.

Beforetheycouldevenregisterwhatwasgoingon,everyonefrozewhenmillionsoftiny‘squeaks’could

suddenlybeheardallaroundthem!

Immediatelylookingaroundtoinvestigate,Geraldrealizedthatcountlessofthespider-likecreatures

hadappearedandwerecurrentlyalloverthesurroundingpillarsandontheground!

“Run!Hurry!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelydraggedhispartytowardtheinnermostpartofthe

undergroundpalace.

Ofcourse,Lechandhisremainingmenfollowedcloselybehind,thoughsoonenough,bothpartiesfound

thatitwasuseless.Theywerecompletelysurroundedbyendlessspiders!Therewassimplynowhereto

retreat!



“W-whatshouldwedo,Mr.Crawford?!”askedtheanxiousRayinafearfulvoice.

Asinglespiderwasscaryenough,butnowthatthereweremillions?Itwasbeyondterrifying,tosaythe

least.

Frowningdeeply,Geraldthenyelled,“Tryusingfire!”

Hearingthat,everyonequicklygatheredwhatevertheysawthatcouldbeburnedbeforelightingthem

upandtossingthemtotheground.

Totheirhorror,manyofthespiderspersevered,andthefirewasnothingmorethanatemporary

obstructionforthem!

Withthatinmind,itwasn’tlongbeforemoreofLech’steammembersgotintocontactwiththespiders

andturnedintopoolsofbloodaswell…

Seeingthat,Geraldandtheremainingsurvivorswereterrifiedoutoftheirminds…Noneofthem

wantedtodiesoterribly…

Calminghimself,Geraldrackedhismindforasolution,untilsuddenly,anideacametohim.

LookingatJuno,Geraldthenquicklyasked,“Juno!Doyouhaveanythingthatrepelsinsectswithyou?”

Uponhearingthat,shenoddedbeforereplying,“I-Idohaveacanofinsecticidewithme!Idon’tknow

howusefulit’llbe,though!”

“Justgiveittome!Hurry!”instructedGeraldasJunoquicklyfishedoutherinsecticidefromherbag.



Thankfully,Junohadbroughtalongthatcanofinsecticidetodeterinsectsfrombitingthemwhilethey

wereintheforest.Tothinkthatitwouldactuallybealifesaver…

Regardless,thesecondtheinsecticidewasinGerald’shand,heimmediatelysprayeditonthe

surroundingspiders…anditseemedtowork!

Thesecondtheycameintocontactwiththeinsecticide,thespidersrapidlybeganretreating!Theywere

saved!“…Thankgodyoubroughtalongthisyoungwoman,Gerald…!Otherwise,wewould’veallmetour

makertoday…!”mutteredthestillfearfulLech,asheexpressedhisgratitudetowardbothJunoand

Gerald.

HadJunonotbroughtalongthatcanofinsecticide,they’dsurelyhavediedtoday…

Followingthat,Geraldthenbrokethecanopenbeforerubbingsomeoftheliquidinsideonhisclothes.

“Rubsomeofitonyourbodies!Withanyluck,it’llcontinuewardingoffthespiders!”instructedGerald.

Hearingthat,everyonethenquicklybegandoingjustthat,makingsuretorubasmuchoftheinsecticide

aspossibleontotheirclothesandshoes.Hopefully,thiswouldkeepthespidersaway…

Nowthatthecrisiswasover,OldFlintthensaid,“…I’mguessingthevampiresraisedthosespiders.Ifmy

analysisiscorrect,anybloodthatthespiderssuckcanlaterberetrievedbythevampiresfortheirown

consumption…”

“Howabominable!Tothinkthattheywouldactuallyraisesuchhorriblecreatures!”scowledGerald.

Thenagain,itmadesense.Onlythevampirescouldthinkofsuchaviletactic…

Regardless,Geraldandtheothersthenresumedinspectingtheareasoonafter…



Sometimelater,oneofLech’smencamerunningtowardthem—fromthedeeperpartsofthe

undergroundpalace—asheshouted,“Captain!We’vemanagedtolocateastonedoordeeperin!”

Hearingthat,bothpartiesimmediatelyrushedtowardthatplace,andsoonenough,theyweregreeted

bythesightofamassivestonedoor…

“Pushthedooropen!”yelledLech.

“Copythat!”repliedhisremainingmenastheyinstantlybeganpushingthedoorinhopesofopeningit…

Totheirdismay,nomatterhowmuchtheypushed,thestonedoornevermovedaninch!

Seeingthat,Geraldthensaid,“Sinceitcan’tbeopenedbyforce,I’msurethere’samechanism

somewherethat’llgetittoopen!”

Followingthat,Geraldquicklybeganinvestigatingtheareainsearchofmechanismsthatwouldtrigger

thedoortoopen…

JustasGeraldhadanticipated,itwasn’tlongafterbeforehefoundaspotonthewallsthatcouldbe

pushed.Pushingitdownhard,thestonebeganmovingbackward…andsoonenough,aloudsound

couldbeheard!

Withthemechanismnowtriggered,thestonedoorbeganquivering,andsoonenough,itbeganrising!

“Marvellous!Youtrulyareamazing,Mr.Crawford!”praisedLech.

Eitherway,bythetimethestonedoorwasfullyopened,everyonecouldn’thelpbutmomentarilygape



inawe.Pastthedoor,wasalarge,glazedhouse,alongsidetwostonebridges.Addingthattothefact

thatthefloorwaspavedwithbluestone,thesightwasnothingshortofextraordinary…

Oncetheysnappedoutofit,everyonerushedtooneofthestonebridges.However,uponpeering

below,whatawaitedthemwasn’tarivernorapool…Instead,itappearedtobeabottomlessabyssthat

struckfearintoanyonewhosawit…

Regardless,thegroupthenmovedpastthebridgeandsoonfoundthemselvesstandingrightbeforethe

glazehouse.

“…Thehouseappearsancient…Ifmyguessiscorrect,thenthisshouldbethecentermostpartofthe

vampires’territory!”declaredOldFlintashesighedratheremotionally.

Tothinkthatallofthemhadfinallyreachedthedeepestpartofthevampires’territory…Theentire

journeytrulyhadbeendifficult,andmanylargesacrificeshadundeniablybeenmadetogetthisfar…

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldandtheothersnoticedaproblem,thatbeingthefactthat

thehouse’slargedoorwaslocked.

Seeingthat,Lechimmediatelyordered,“Men,unlockthedoor!”

Hearingthat,aspecialistfromLech’steamquicklytookafewtoolsoutfromhisfannypackandgotto

work…

Nottoolongafter,aclattercouldbeheard,signifyingthattheunlockingprocesswasasuccess!

Withthat,Lechthenpushedthedooropenandeveryoneelsemadesuretofollowbehindhim.Upon

entering,however,theyquicklyrealizedthattheinsidesweremostlybarrenasidefromalargediscin

themiddleofthehousethatwassurroundedbyfourpillars…



“Nowwhatcouldthatbe…”mutteredtheslightlycuriousGerald.

Hearingthat,OldFlintthensaid,“…Thisshouldbewherethevampirescultivatethemselves.Lookingat

thedisc,I’mguessingthatonlytheleaderofthevampiresisallowedtositthere!”

AsGeraldnoddedinunderstanding,Lechhimselfcouldbeseenfrowningasheaskedinadissatisfied

tone,“…Whateverthecaseis,there’snothinginhere!Areyousurewe’vefoundtherightplace?”

TherewassimplynothingofvaluethatLechcouldsee.

“Thisisdefinitelythevampires’territory!I’msureofit!”repliedOldFlint,histoneresolute.

Uponhearingthat,thedisappointedLechcouldonlychoosetobelievetheoldman’swords.

Shortlyafter,Lechledhismenawaytostartsearchingtheplaceforvaluables.Geraldandhisparty,on

theotherhand,remainedintheglazehouse,hopingtouncoveranyinformationfromthedisc.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeLechandhisteammatesdiscoveredasecretroomatthesideofthehouse…

Uponentering,theireyesinstantlywidened.Thisplacewasfilledwithrichesandtreasuresofallkinds!

Uponcloserinspection,therewasevenagiantpellet-makingfurnaceinthemiddleoftheroom!

Walkingtowardthetablebythefurnace,Lechwasquicktonoticeseveralbottles—rangingfromsmall

tolarge—placedneatlyonit.

“Therearelotsofpelletshere,captain!Arewetakingthemawayaswell?”askedoneofLech’smen.



“Whatkindofbullsh*tquestionisthat?Ofcourse,we’retakingthem!They’revaluablemedicines,you

know?They’llsurelysellforaheftyprice!”retortedLech.

Hearingthat,hismenthenimmediatelybegantakingaction,carryingeverythingvaluable—thatthey

could—outoftheroom.Naturally,thisincludedthepellets.

Bythatpoint,Geraldandtheothershadalreadyleftthehouse.WhentheysawLechandhisteam

memberstakingsomanyspoilswiththem,allofthemwerenaturallyshocked.

Evenso,Geralddidn’ttrytostopthem.Afterall,unlikeLech—whohadspecificallycomehereinsearch

oftreasure—,Geraldandhispartyhadotherobjectives.Withthatinmind,therewasnoreasonforhim

tofightforanyspoilswithLechandhisteammembers.

Still,thatdidn’tstopRayfromwhispering,“Thosepeoplearewaytoocrazy,Mr.Crawford!”

“Paythemnoheed.Let’sjustfocusontakingcareofourselves!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

OldFlinthimselfthenaddedinaserioustone,“They’llbepunishedsoonerorlater.Afterall,those

treasuresarecursed!Whoevertakesthemwillsurelynothaveagoodend.Withthatsaid,don’teven

thinkabouttouchinganyofthetreasuresyousee!”

“OldFlintisright.Nomatterhowprecioustheitemsyouencounterare,nevertakethem!Actually,tobe

onthesafeside,don’teventouchthem!”GeraldmadesuretorepeatOldFlint’smessagejustto

emphasizehowdangerousitwastoeventouchthetreasuresinthisplace.Whilehumangreedwasnear

endless,self-controlwaskeyinsurviving,especiallyintheircurrentsituation…

Regardless,afternearlyhalfanhouroftransferringallmanneroftreasuresoutofthatroom,Lechand

hismenhadcompiledenoughrichestofillatleasttwolargecars…Seeinghowmuchtreasuretherewas,

itwasnowonderwhyLechandhismenhadbeendrawntothisplace…



Eitherway,onceLechgotoutofthesecretroomforthefinaltime,hethenwalkedtowardGerald

beforesmilingashesaid,“Thesearethetreasureswegotfromthatsecretroom,Gerald!Sinceboth

partieshavecontributedalottogetthisfar,I’mwillingtosharesomeofourspoilswithyou!”

Smilingsubtlyinreturn,Geraldthenreplied,“Iappreciatetheconsideration,Mr.Zak,butwedidn’t

comehereforthevampires’treasures.Withthatinmind,you’refreetokeepallthespoils!”

Uponhearingthat,Lechwasmomentarilystunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallyrejecttreasure!

‘Ifheandhispartydidn’tcomeherefortreasure,thenwhatdidtheycomeherefor…?’wonderedLech.

Afterabriefpause,Lechthensmiledashesaid,“…Wellthen!Sinceyou’rebeingsokind,I’llgladlyjust

takeallthetreasurewithmymen!”

Withthat,Lechandhismenthenbeganleavingthearea.

Oncetheywerequiteadistanceaway,oneofLech’scouldn’thelpbutaskinanastonishedtone,

“Were…theyuninterestedinthetreasure,captain?Butifthat’sthecase,whydidtheycomehereinthe

firstplace…?”

Lechonlysneeredinresponse,hisexpressiongloomy.

‘Thereareclearlyonlytworeasonswhytheywouldhaverejectedmyoffer…Eithertheyreallydohave

anotherobjective…Orthere’ssomethingevenmorevaluabledownhereasidefromwhatwe’vefound!’

Lechthoughttohimself.

Attheveryleast,hehadmoreorlessaccuratelyguessedthatGeraldandhispartyhadnointerestinthe

treasuresincetheywereaftersomeotherimportantthingthatwasuselesstoLechandhismen.



Geraldandhispartythemselveswould’veneveranticipatedthatLechwouldactuallythinkaboutthem

thatway…

Allofasudden,oneofLech’smenbeganscreaming,“S-spiders!Massivespidersupahead!”

Turningtolookatthemanwhohadshouted—whowascurrentlyattemptingtofleebackward—Lech

staredwide-eyedasseveralhumongousspidersbeganleapingoutfromtheabyssunderthestone

bridge!WithoutevengivingLechandhismenafightingchance,thelargespidersinstantlyattacked

them!

Astheyattemptedtodefendthemselves,Lechandhismenquicklyrealizedthathundredsofsmall

spidershadalsorushedoutandhadnowcompletelysurroundedthem!

Seeingthat,GeraldandRayinstantlywantedtohelpthem.However,theywerepromptlystoppedby

OldFlintwhodeclared,“Stop!Notastepfurther!”

“What?Whycan’twehelpthem?”askedthevexedGerald.

“Haveagoodlook!Thespidersaren’tcomingforusatall!They’reonlyrushingforthatgroup,which

provesthatthecurseofthetreasuresisstartingtotakeeffect!”explainedOldFlint.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfinallyunderstoodwhyallthiswashappening.“Sowhatyou’resayingisthat

thespiderswillonlyattackthosewhotouchthetreasures?”askedGerald.

WatchingasOldFlintnodded,Geraldandhispartywereinstantlyshocked.Tothinkthatthespiders

wouldactuallyselecttheirpRay…

Meanwhile,Lechandhisremainingteammemberswerebeingswallowedalivebythegiganticspiders!



Itwastrulyagruesomesight…

StaringatGerald—whowasstillstandingbythedoor—thepitifulLechwhowasgettingdevouredcould

onlyplead,“B-brotherCrawford…!Please,saveus…!”

“H-Help!Please…!”screamedtheotheragonizedmembersofLech’steamaswell.

Evenso,therewasnothingthatGeraldcoulddo.Allofthemhadtakenthecursedtreasuresduetotheir

immensegreed.Inotherwords,theyhadbroughtallthisuponthemselves.Withthatinmind,Gerald

couldonlywatchhelplesslyastheycontinuedscreamingandgettingeaten…

Lechhimselfwastorncleaninhalfbeforebeingtossedrightintotheabyss…

Asfortherestofhisteammembers,theywerecompletelyswallowedupbythesmallerspiders,andall

thatwasleftofthemnowwerepuddlesofblood…

IthadbarelyeventakenminutesforLechandhisgrouptobecompletelytakenout…

Regardless,nowthatLechandhismenhadbeendealtwith,thegiantspidersthenturnedtoeyeGerald

andhisparty.

ThoughGeraldandhispartyvigilantlystaredbackatthem,intheend,thespidersnevermadeamove

onthem.Instead,theysimplyreturnedintotheabyssunderthestonebridgealongwiththesmaller

spiders…

ThiswasnaturallyapleasantsurpriseforGeraldandhisgroup.Tothinkthatthespiderswouldactually

leavethembe!Withtheirworstfearsnowover,theycouldallfinallytakebreathsofrelief…

Rayhimself—whohadearlierbeenanxiousoutofhismind—couldn’thelpbutsitontheground,finally



abletocatchhisbreathnowthatthedangerhadpassed.Afterawhile,thestilljitteryRaythenturned

tofaceGeraldandOldFlintbeforesaying,“Thatwaswaytoonerve-wracking,Gerald!Thankfullyyou

warnedusaboutnottouchingthetreasure,OldFlint!Otherwise,wewould’vesurelysufferedthesame

fate!”

Afternoddinginagreement,GeraldandOldFlintthenbeganheadingovertowhereLech’steammates

haddied…Evenfromafar,allthetreasuretheyhadbeencarryingcouldbeseenlyinginpilesonthe

ground…

Astheygotcloser,Gerald’snosecouldn’thelpbuttwitch,promptinghimtoask,“…Doyousmellthat?”

SmellingthesamelightscentthatGeraldwas,OldFlintthenexplained,“…Thisissandalwoodincense.

Thevampiresmusthaveusedthistolurethespiders!Itappearsthatthisishowthe‘curse’operates!”

Feelingenlightened,Geraldthenreplied,“Sowhatyou’resayingisthatthesmell—thathadoriginated

fromthetreasure—endeduptransferringontoLechandhismenaftertheytouchedthem?Andthatthe

spidersonlyattackthosewhohavethesmelllingeringaroundthem?Ifthat’sthecase,everything

makessensenow!”

Asitturnedout,the‘curse’wasmerelyanoverstatement.Intheend,itwasanexplainable

phenomenonthatsimplyrequiredalittlemoreinvestigation…

Shakinghishead,OldFlintthensighedbeforesaying,“Still,theyonlyhavethemselvestoblame…Had

theynotbeengreedyenoughtotouchthetreasure,thespiderswouldn’thaveattackedtheminthefirst

place!”

Asthesayingwent,youreapwhatyousow…

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwasn’tinterestedinthinkinganyfurtheraboutitanymore.Somethings

andpeopleweresimplydestinedtoberuined.WhilehewantedtosaythatLechwassimplyunlucky,it

washonestlynotthatmuchofasurprisethatheendedupdyingthisway…



Soonafter,Geraldandtheothersreturnedtothechamberoncemore…

However,onceinside,theyweresuddenlygreetedbyoddknockingsounds…

Nowfeelingvigilant,Raycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Doyouhearthat,brother

Gerald?”

Nodding,Geraldthenreplied,“Ido.”

Withthat,allfiveofthemimmediatelybeganlookingfortheexactsourceofthesound…until

eventually,Geraldrealizedthatitwascomingfromtheverycenteroftheroundplatforminthe

chamber…

“…Thesoundiscomingfromoverthere!”saidGeraldashepointedattheplatform.

Hearingthat,everyonequicklygatheredaroundtheplatformbeforepressingtheirearsontoit…True

enough,nowthattheirearsweredirectlyontheplatform,theconstantknockingbecameevenclearer!

Uponcloserinspection,theknockingsoundedalmostrhythmicaswell.

“…Do…youthinksomeonecouldbetrappedinside,Gerald…?”askedRay.

“…Judgingfromtherhythmicknocking,thatmayjustbethecase!”repliedGerald,feelingthatonlya

livingthingwouldbecapableofmakingsuchvariedknocking.

Afteraslightpause,Geraldtheninstructed,“…Investigatetheplatform,Ray!Wemaybeabletoopenit

up!”



Hearingthat,Rayinstantlydidashewastold.Afterawhile,henoticedsomethingodd.

Pointingatanobscurepullringontheroundplatform,Raythensaid,“Gerald,IthinkI’vefound

something!”

Walkingovertohavealook,Geraldcouldseethatachainwasattachedtothepullring.Inotherwords,

itcoulddefinitelybepulled.

“…Allofyou,standback!I’mpullingthering!Thesecondyoufeelthatsomething’swrong,Iwantyouto

leavethisplaceimmediately!”orderedGeraldashelookedattherestofhispartymembers.

Oncetheywerequiteadistanceawayfromhim,Geraldthenbegantuggingthepullring…

AsGeraldclosedhiseyestight—sinceheneededquiteabitofforcetoeventugthepullring—the

othersheldtheirbreathsastheykepttheireyesgluedontheroundplatform,readytoboltifanything

badhappened.

Regardless,theclankingofchainssoonbeganechoingacrossthechamber…

Afteralittlewhile,Geraldcouldn’tbebotheredtuggingslowlyanymoreandsimplyyankedthe

chain—thatwasseveralmetersinlength—tillitcouldnolongerbetugged.

Nowthatthechaincouldn’tbetuggedanyfurther,theroundplatformslowlysplitintwo,revealingan

openinginthemiddleofit!

Seeingthat,Rayandtheothersdidn’tdaretomoveaninch,simplyremainingvigilantastheywaitedto

seewhatwouldhappennext…

Gerald—beingthefearlesspersonhewas—ontheotherhand,simplytossedthechainontotheground



beforewalkingtowardthenowopenplatform…

Staringintothehole,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraisehiseyebrows…Imprisonedatthebottom,appeared

tobeastrong,long-haired,ape-likecreature…

“…What’sdownthere,BrotherGerald?”askedRayinawhisperyvoice.

Lookingatthem,Geraldthenquietlysignaledforthemtocomeovertohavealookforthemselves.

Seeingthat,theothermembersofGerald’spartythencreptoverbeforepeeringdownaswell.

LookingatOldFlint,Geraldthenasked,“…Doyouhaveanyideawhatthatis,OldFlint…?”

Afterseeminglythinkingforawhile,OldFlintthenreplied,“…Ifmyeyesdonotdeceiveme,thatshould

beablackgibbon.Irecallataleaboutthevampiresraisingablackgibbonandusingittohelpthem

catchhumans…Perhapsthisistheone!”

AsGerald’seyeswidened,Rayquicklysaid,“Then…thisblackgibbonmustbeafiercebeast!It’sbest

thatwekeepitlockedundertheplatform!”

Trueenough,suchaviciousblackgibboncouldn’tbeallowedtorunfree.Otherwise,itwouldsurely

spelltrouble!Unfortunately,Rayhadsaidthatabittoolate.

Afterall,thebeasthadlongbrokenfreeofitschains,andithadsimplybeentrappedbeneaththeround

platformforthelongesttime.Nowthattheplatformwasfinallyopen,however,itnaturallywantedto

escape.

Withthatinmind,thesecondRay’ssentenceended,anear-piercingroarcouldbeheard!Asplitsecond

later,theblackgibbonleapedrightoutfromthebottomoftheplatformthatwasatleastafewmeters



high!Whatsuperiorjumpingcapabilities!

Seeingthat,Geraldandtheothersinstantlybackedawayastheyvigilantlystaredintotheeyesofthe

beast.Thegibbonitselfstaredbackateachofthembeforebeatingitschest!

Beforeanyonecouldreact,thebeastboltedrightoutofthechamber,disappearingfromview!

Sinceithadn’tattackedthem,allofthemfoundthemselvesfeelingslightlyconfused.Thenagain,they

weren’tcomplaining.Afterall,attheveryleast,theynowhadonelessproblemtoworryabout…

“…Alright,weneedtostartlookingfortheexit.Weshouldn’tstayhereanylonger!”declaredGerald.

Afterall,whoknowswhatotherdangerstheywouldfacehere.

Whileitwastruethatthegibbonandspidershadn’tchosentoattackthem,itdidn’tmeanthatthere

weren’tanyotherthreatsdownhere.Geraldhimselfbelievedthattheyshouldn’tpushtheirluckby

stayingdownhereforanylonger…

Regardless,afterhearingthat,Ray,Juno,andNorireadilyagreed.Afterall,theyhadallbeeneagerto

leavethisplaceforawhilenow.OldFlinthimselfsimplyagreedcalmly.Afterall,beingusedtosuch

situations,fearwasthelastthingonhismind.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldandtheothersthenbeganlookingfortheexit…

Insteadofanexit,however,thepartysoonbumpedintowhatappearedtobetheentranceofanother

chamber…

Uponentering,theywereinstantlygreetedbythesightofasandalwoodcasketdecoratedwithgold

trims…Thecasketitselfwassuspendedafewmetersabovethegroundbyfourchainsthatheldontoits

corners…



“Mygod!Ineverimaginedallthistobewithinamountain!Whatamassiveplace!”exclaimedRay,his

eyeswidened.ForRay,thisentiretriphadbeenincredible,andnearlyeverythingthathadhappened

hadamazedhim…

OldFlinthimselfslowlywalkedtothebottomofthecasket.Afterexaminingitforawhile,hisvoice

almostsoundedemotionalashemuttered,“This…Thismustbewherethevampiresburiedtheir

ancestors…!Thiscasketmusthavebelongedtothefirstancestorofthevampires…!”

“What?Butthatmeansthiscasketmusthavebeenhereforthousandsofyears!”exclaimedGerald.

Indeed.Countlesspeoplehaveattemptedtolocatethecasketofthefirstvampireancestorinorderto

obtainthevampiricpearlwithinit…”repliedOldFlintwithanod.

“Thevampiricpearl?Youcameherelookingforthat,right?”askedGerald.

“Idid.Thevampiricpearlisatreasureofthevampiresthat’llallowmetoobtainanewbody!”explained

OldFlint.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.Whilethetreasurecertainlysoundedintriguing,hewasn’tall

thatinterestedinit.Afterall,hehadonlycomeheretohelpOldFlintout.

Regardless,afterproperlyinspectingit,Geraldthensaid,“…Well,itseemssafeenough.Let’sopenthe

casket!”

Hearingthat,OldFlintthennodded,eagertofinallybeabletogethishandsonthevampiricpearl.

SeeingnoobjectionsfromOldFlint,GeraldthenturnedtofaceJunoandNoribeforesaying,“Youtwo,

stayadistancefromus!Ifanythinggoeswrong,runforit,understand?”



Naturally,JunoandNoriobeyed.Quicklywalkingtowardtheentrance,bothofthemthenstoodstill,not

daringtomovearoundtoomuchastheywaitedforGeraldandtheothertwotobeginuncoveringthe

casket…

Seeingthatthegirlswerenowatasafedistance,GeraldthenfacedRaybeforeinstructing,“Ray,come

overhere!You’reinchargeofunchainingthosetwocornerswhileIunchainthesetwo!”

Oncebothofthemgotintoposition,GeraldandRaythenslowlybeganunchainingthecasket…and

oncethefinalchainswerereleased,thecasketfelltothegroundwithaloud‘thud’,instantlysendinga

cloudofdustflyingallovertheplace!

Sincethecaskethadbeenhereforthousandsofyears,itwasn’tallthatsurprisingforittobethisdusty.

Whateverthecasewas,theirnextstepwastoopenit…

“…Alright,standthereandhelpmepushthelidoff!”orderedGerald.

“Surething,Gerald!”repliedRayashedidashewastold…

Followingthat,Geraldthenpushedhardtoopenthelidofthecasket…andsoonenough,thecontents

insidewereplainforalltosee.

Everyonecloseenoughwasgreetedbythesightofabodythatcouldn’tdecayanyfurtheraswellas

severaltreasuresthathadbeenplacedalongwiththecorpse.

Seeingthat,OldFlintinstantlybeganinvestigatingthecontentsofthecoffin…

“Wherecouldthevampiricpearlbe…?”askedGeraldinacurioustone.



However,beforeOldFlintcouldcomeupwithananswer,Gerald—whohadnoticedthatthevampire’s

throatwasbulgingslightly—quicklyadded,“…I…Ithinkit’sinhisthroat!”

Withthatsaid,Geraldthentookasmallknifeoutbeforeslicingopenthecorpse’sthroat…Andsure

enough,ablood-redpearlsoonrevealeditself!Itwasthelegendaryvampiricpearl!

HandingittoOldFlint,Geraldthenasked,“Thisshouldbeit,right?”

Theoldman’shandsnowquivering,OldFlintthenemotionallyreplied,“…Yes…Yes,itis…I’vefinally

foundit…Thevampiricpearl…!Tothinkthatitwouldbesowellpreserved…!”

Despitethejoyousoccasion,itwasaroundthenwhenthevampire’sbodycrumbledintoashesbefore

promptlydisappearing…

Seeingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.Forsomereason,hefeltthatsomethingwasoff…

Regardless,theoldmanquicklybeganmumblingexcitedlytohimselfashewalkedovertoalonecorner

toadmirethepearl…

Whilehisbehaviorwasslightlyodd,GeraldandRaysimplyexchangedglanceswithoneanother.

Whateverthecasewas,theirmissionwascompletenowthattheyhadobtainedthepearl.Withthatin

mind,itmeantthatitwashightimetheyfinallyleftthishorribleplace…

Withthat,Geraldthensaid,“…Alright,sincewe’vegotwhatwewanted,let’shurryandleavethisplace

already!”

Naturally,Nori,Juno,andRayagreedtothatwithoutasecondthought.

Astheyquicklygatheredtheirthingstopreparetoleave,Raycouldn’thelpbutnoticethatOldFlintwas



stillstandinginthesamecorner,thoughhewasnowtremblingforsomereason…

Findingitslightlyodd,Raythencalledout,“OldFlint,we’reabouttoleavenow!”

However,thesecondhissentenceended,Ray’seyeswidenedwhenOldFlintturnedbacktoglareathim,

hiseyesnowfullycrimson…

Shiveringinfear,Raythenyelled,“Um,G-Gerald?Something’swrongwithOldFlint…!”

Hearingthat,heturnedtolookattheoldmanandquicklyfoundhimselfshockedtoseeOldFlint’sstate

aswell.

“…OldFlint…?What’swrong?”askedGeraldinaserioustone,hiseyebrowsfurrowed.

Unfortunatelyforthem,thiswasn’ttheOldFlinttheyusedtoknowanymore.Whilehisappearance

remainedthesame,thered-eyedbeingbeforethemwasnownothingmorethanablood-craving

monster…

“Gerald,lookathisthroat!There’saredglowthere!”yelledRay,promptingGeraldtofocushisgaze

there.

TruetoRay’sobservation,therereallywasaredglowthere,anditwasthenwhenGeraldunderstood

whatwashappening.OldFlintmusthaveswallowedthevampiricpearl!Asaresult,hewasnowa

bloodthirstyvampire!

Withabloodcurdlingroar,everyonewatchedwide-eyedasblooddrippedfromthecornersofOldFlint’s

widenedmouth…beforetheoldmanboltedforGeraldandhisparty!

Vampireslovedconsumingthefreshbloodofthelivingthemost…Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthat



OldFlintnowsawhimandhispartyasnothingmorethanameal!

Understandingthat,Geraldquicklyrushedforwardwhileyelling,“Getout!Allofyou!I’lldealwithhim!”

Uponhearingthat,RayinstantlybegandraggingJunoandNorioutofthearea,thetriothenhidingnot

toofarofftoobservewhatwouldhappennext.

GeraldhimselfimmediatelysummonedhisAstrabyssSwordbeforeslashingitontoOldFlint!

However,whatfollowedwasaloud,‘clunk’!Asitturnedout,notonlywastheswordineffectiveagainst

theoldman,butOldFlint’sbodywasnowashardassteel!Fromthelooksofit,theoldman’sskinwas

nowprobablyswordandbulletproof!

SeeingthatGeraldwasfightingback,OldFlint—whonolongerrecognizedGerald—attemptedtoclawat

theyouth,thoughGeraldwasabletododgehisattackbytakingastepback.

Growlinginannoyance,theoldmanthenleapedatGerald,attemptingtopinhimdown!Ofcourse,

Geraldwasn’tabouttogivehimthatchance.Afterwaitingfortheperfectmoment,Geraldretaliated

withakick,sendingtheoldmanflyingbackward!

WhileGeraldmanagedtoavoidgettingattacked,OldFlinthimselflookedperfectlyfineashegottohis

feetagain.Fromthelooksofit,Gerald’spowerfulkickprobablyfeltlikenothingmorethanatickleto

theoldman…

Roaringinanger,OldFlintquicklybeganchargingtowardGeraldagain,thistimemorefranticthan

before!

Inresponse,Geraldtossedoutwhatseemedtobeaghostlychainasheyelled,“SoulChain!”



ThechainitselfflewtowardtheoldmanbeforewrappingitselfaroundOldFlint’sbody!Nowbound,Old

Flintbeganthrashingaround,desperatelytryingtofreehimself.Withhowviolenttheoldmanwas,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutthinkthathadheusedropeinsteadoftheSoulChain,OldFlintwould’ve

brokenfreebynow…

Regardless,seeingthattheoldmanwastemporarilybound,GeraldwordlesslyboltedtowardOldFlint

beforepokingathisthroat!

Andjustlikethat,thevampiricpearlcameflyingrightoutofOldFlint’smouth!

Theseconditwasout,OldFlintappearedtocalmdownconsiderably,hiseyesquicklyreturningtotheir

initialcolor…Asitturnedout,thevampiricpearltrulywastheculprit…

Whateverthecasewas,OldFlintsoonregainedhisconsciousness…Nowsoberedup,thefirstthingthe

oldmanaskedwas,“…What…Whathappenedtome…?”“…Don’ttellme…Youdon’tremember

anythingatall?”repliedGerald.

Shakinghisheadinhisslightconfusion,ittrulyappearedthathehadnomemoryofwhathadjusttaken

place.

“…Tellme,whydidyouswallowthevampiricpearl?”askedGerald.Afterall,hadtheoldmannot

swallowedit,hewouldn’thaveenteredthatmaddenedstate.

“I…What?I…swallowedit…?!”repliedOldFlint,hiseyeswidenedindisbeliefashestaredatGerald.

“Youdid!Afterswallowingit,youturnedintoamadmanandstartedattackingus!”explainedGerald.

AfterhearingeverythingthathadhappenedfromGerald,OldFlintcouldn’thelpbutlookatthe

pearl—thatwasstillontheground—ashemutteredinhisbewilderment,“…I…ThelastthingI

rememberwasyougivingthepearltome…IhadnoideaIdidallthatafterthat!”



Staringattheoldman,Geraldhadafeelingthathewasn’tlying.Callitagutfeeling,butGeraldchoseto

believeOldFlint’spointofview.

However,ifOldFlinttrulyhadn’tbeenincontrolofhimselfwhenhestartedattacking,thatclearly

meantthatthevampiricpearlwasthesourceoftheproblem.

Still,ifthatwasthecase,whydidn’tanythinghappentoGeraldwhenhetouchedthepearlearlier?

Whatbizarresecretslaybehindallthis…?

Whateverthecasewas,afterthinkingforabriefmoment,GeraldtoldRaytohandhimapieceofcloth.

Onceheobtainedit,Geraldthenwrappedthepearlinitbeforeslippingitintohisbag.

Itwasbetternottohavesuchaterrifyingitemtooclosetohim.Otherwise,whoknewwhatwouldend

uphappening?

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldandtheothersmanagedtofindawayoutofthevampires’

territory.However,nowthattheywerefinallyfree,thepartyoffivedidn’tdescendthemountain.

Instead,theywentupward.

Soonenough,itbegansnowingratherheavily…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthenorthwindwasblowing

sohard.

“Whythehellisitsnowingallofasudden?!Whatevenisthisplace?”exclaimedRayinhissurprise.

“Let’snotthinkaboutthatfirst…Weneedtofocusonfindingshelter!”repliedGeraldashekeptaneye

outonanyplacetheycouldhidefromthesnow.

AgreeingwithGerald,thefivepeoplequicklybeganscoutingthroughthearea…andeventually,they



foundadarkcave.

Bythatpoint,thesnowwasfallingsoheavilythatitwasevidentthatasnowstormwascomingsoon.

Withthatinmind,Geraldandtheotherswerethankfulthattheyhadmanagedtofindshelterbefore

thathappened.

Uponentering,theyfoundthatitwasaprettysuitableplacetowaitoutthesnowstorm.Evenifitwasn’t,

itstillbeatbeingburiedbysnowinthemiddleofnowhere…

Oncetheyenteredabitdeeper,however,Rayquicklypinchedhisnoseashegrumbled,“Thehell?What

onearthisthishorriblesmell?”

HearingRay’scomplaint,Geraldandtheothersquicklycaughtontothepungentodoraswell.Soon

enough,itgotsoterriblethattheyfeltlikevomiting!Evenso,theydidn’thavemuchofachoicebutto

remainhere.Itwaseitherthis,ordyingunderlayersofsnow…

“…Justbearwithit.Someanimalsmayhavebeenherebefore!”repliedGerald.

Noddinginresignation,everyonesimplysatdown,hopingthatthesnowstormwouldendsoon…

Totheirdismay,itshowednosignsofstopping,evenafterquiteawhile.

Whiletheydidn’trealizeit,allfiveofthemslowlybegandozingoff…Tobefair,theyhadn’trestedforan

entireday,soitonlymadesenseforallfiveofthemtofeelcompletelydrained…

Thoughhavinganapwasn’treallyanissue,therealproblemwasthattheydidn’tknowwhatinhabited

thiscave…

Andsoonenough,tworedglintscouldbeseencomingfromdeeperwithinthecave…Asthetwoglints



camecloser,itwasslowlyrevealedthattheyweretheeyesofahugewhitebear!

SinceGeraldandtheotherswerecurrentlyfastasleep,noneofthemknewhowdangeroustheircurrent

situationwas!

Regardless,afterlookingatthefivepeoplewhohaddozedoffatthecave’sentrance,thebearseemed

particularlyinterestedinRay.ThefactthatRaywassnoringonlyattractedthebear’sattentioneven

more!

SlowlymovingtowardRay,thebearquicklybeganlickinghisface!

“…Fivemoreminutes…WhatisitGerald…?Hasthesnowstopped…?”mumbledthesleepyRayashe

beganpattingthebear’sface…

Thesecondhefelthowunnaturallyfurry‘Gerald’was,Rayinstantlyfroze.This…Thiswasn’tGerald,was

it.

Bythetimeheopenedhiseyes,Geraldandtheotherswerealreadystaringvigilantlyatthebear.To

thinkthatsuchadangerouscreaturewouldbelivinginthiscave!Withhowclosethebearwas,allof

themcouldsmellitandevenfeelthewarmthitsbodywasexuding…!

SlowlymotioningforRaynottomovehastily,Raygulpedbeforeslowlyturningtoseewhathewas

patting…andthenextthingheknew,hewasstaringstraightintotheeyesofthewhitebear…!

Instantlyoverwhelmedwithfear,thebearappearedtosensethat,anditimmediatelyletoutaterrifying

roar!

Seeinghowwidethebear’sjawsnowwere,GeraldimmediatelyyankedRayawayfromthebearbefore

yelling,“Run!”



Hearingthat,therestofthepartyinstantlyboltedoutofthecavetogetherwithGerald!

Quitehonestly,theywould’vebeenmuchbetteroffiftheyhadn’tchosentorun.Afterall,thewhite

bearimmediatelygotexcitedwhenitsawhowfastGeraldandhispartywererunning.Intheend,itwas

acarnivore,anditcravedfreshmeat,especiallyfromsuchlivelyhumans!

Withthat,thewhitebearquicklybeganchasingafterthem!

Instinctivelyturningbacktolook,Raywashorrifiedwhenhesawthatthebearwaschasingafterhim!

“H-hey,now!I’mallskinandbones,brother!Stopchasingmealready…!”yelledRayinhisdesperation

ashecontinuedfleeingfromthehungrybear.Itwashisfirsttimebeingchasedbyawhitebear,andhe

hopedthatifhesurvived,therewouldn’teverbeasecondtime.Whatanutterlyhorribleexperience!

Bythatpoint,GeraldhadmanagedtofindasafespotforJunoandthetwootherstohidein.

RunningtowardRay,Geraldthenyelled,“Overhere!Hurry!”

Uponhearingthat,RayinstantlybeganrunningtowardGerald!

SeeingthatthebearwasstilltargetingthefranticRay,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSword,

hopingtofinishoffthewhitebear.

“Leaveittome,Ray!Gohidewiththeothers!”orderedGeraldasthebearcamedangerouslycloseto

him.

Aimingclosely,Geraldthenslashedtheswordthesecondthebeargotcloseenough!Whiletheattack

wasabletohit,Geraldhadonlymanagedtoinflictaminorcuttothebear’sunderbelly!Inotherwords,

thebearwasn’tallthathurtyet!



Nowirritated,thebearstompeditspawsbeforechargingfiercelytowardGerald!

Inbarelyasecond,thebearwasalreadyinchesbeforeGerald!Evenifhedidn’tdiefrombeingsmacked

bythewhitebear,hewassuretostillgetseriouslyinjured!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttograntitthatopportunity.

Dodgerollingtillhewasrightunderthewhitebear’sbelly,Geraldthenstabbeditrightintothebeast!

Withhowloudlythebearhadroaredinresponse,Geraldknewthathehadfinallymanagedtodeal

substantialdamageonthebear!

Evenso,thatstabwasn’tenoughtokillit.Infact,itonlymadethebearevenmoreenraged!Now

lookinglikeithadgonemad,thebearbeganattackingGeraldwithallthatithad!

Ifitwasn’tforthefactthatthiswasalife-or-deathsituation,thesightofGeraldandthebearleapingall

overthemountainwashonestlyquiteamusing.

Regardless,afterrealizingthatitwasn’tgoingtobeabletogetitshandsonGerald,thebearsuddenly

switchedtargetstotheotherswhowerehiding!

Realizingthatthebearwasrunningtowardhisfriends,Geraldthenyelled,“Careful!It’scoming!”

Seeingtheincomingbear,therestofGerald’spartyquicklyattemptedtodispersefromthetreethat

theyhadbeenhidingbehindthisentiretime!

Beforetheyknewit,however,thebearhadrammeditsheadrightintothetree!Whilenoneofthem



weredirectlyhitbythebear,theimmenseimpactofthecollisioncausedallfourofthemto

momentarilylosetheirfooting!

Unluckily,Junotookasteptoofarbackwardandwasnowfranticallyattemptingtobalanceherselffrom

fallingrightintothevalley!

Uponseeingthat,Geraldinstantlyboltedtowardthescene!

Givingthewhitebearahardkick,thebeastendedupflyingrightdownthevalley!Withthemainthreat

nowgone,GeraldthenrushedtosaveJuno!

Whilehewasjustintimetograbontoherhand,thesoilattheirfeetwasabittooloose,andbothof

themendedupfallingrightintothevalley!

Eyeswidenedinhorrorastheywatchedtheirfriendsfalldownthevalley,RayandNoricouldonlyyell,

“Gerald!Juno…!”

Itwassometimelaterbeforetheduofinallyawokeagain…Somehow,theyhadmanagedtosurvivethe

fall…Lookingaround,theyquicklyrealizedthatastraybranchhadbrokentheirfall!

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfoundhimselfquicklyaskinginaconcernedtone,“Areyoualright,

Juno?”

Noddingsubtly,Junothenreplied,“I’mfine…Ijusthurtmyarmabit…I’mguessingit’sasprain!”

Watchingassherubbedherarm,Geraldquicklybeganexaminingitbygentlypinchingit…Afterawhile,

Geraldbreathedasighofreliefashesaid,“…Yeah,itshouldjustbeasprain.Thankfullyit’snota

fracture!”



Hearingthat,Junofeltmuchmorerestassured.

Still,shecouldn’thelpbutlookdown.Theywerestillquiteadistanceofftheground…Itcertainlydidn’t

helpthatitwaspitchdarkdownthere.Neitherofthemknewwhatlaydownthereatall…

“…Say…howareweevengoingtogetdown…?”mutteredJuno.

“Hush.Doyouhearthat?”repliedGeraldashelookedatthegirl.

Uponhearingthat,bothofthemmomentarilyfellsilentastheyperkedtheirears…

Afterashortwhile,bothofthemwidenedtheireyesbeforeshoutingatthesametime,“…That’sthe

soundofflowingwater!”

“…Say,Gerald…?Doyouthink…?”mumbledGeraldassheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Indeed!Fromthesoundofit,thereappearstobeariverdownthere!”repliedGeraldashenodded

confidently.

“…Then,areyouthinkingof…?”askedJunoasshepaidcloseattentiontohisresponse…

SeeingthesubtlesmileonGerald’sfaceaftershesaidthat,sheknewthatGeraldhadgotthemessage.

Intheend,Junowasprobablytheonlypersonwhocouldunderstandhimsoquickly…

“Youknowme,Juno!Sincewedon’thaveanyfurtheroptions,wecanonlytakerisks!”repliedGerald.

Sinceitwasquiteadistancedownandtheydidn’thaveanyotherwayofdescending,theyjusthadto



taketheriskandhopetheyfellintotheriver…

“…Agreed!I’mwithyou!”

JunotrustedGeraldalot,whichwaswhyshewasn’tagainstGerald’sdare-devilishsuggestion.

Whatmore,iftheyleapedtogether,they’datleastdietogether…Thoughneedlesstosay,surviving

togetherwasdefinitelystillJuno’smaingoal.

Regardless,afterreadyingthemselves,GeraldthenlookedatJunobeforeasking,“Ready?”

Watchingasshenoddedfirmly,Geraldthenhuggedhertight…beforebothofthemplungeddeepinto

thevalley!

Fallingfaster,andfaster,itwasonlyafewsecondslaterwhenbothofthemfellintoabodyofrunning

waterwithamassivesplash!

Astheyhadguessed,therereallywasariveratthebottom,andthankgodtheywereright.Theriver

savedtheirlives…

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheywerestillalive,Gerald—whohadn’tletgoofJunothisentire

time—quicklyswamJunototheriverbank…

Nowsoakingwetandfreezing—sincetheriverwaterconsistedoffreshlymeltedsnowfromthe

mountains—Junocouldn’thelpbutfindherselfshivering.

Seeingthat,heknewhehadtogetthemwarmassoonaspossible.



Withthatinmind,Geraldthenwordlesslybeganrunningintoanearbyforesttogatherdrybranches

andtwigs.Oncetherewasenough,hequicklyrubbedtwostickstogether,andwithenoughfriction,a

firewaseventuallystarted…

Pleasedwithhowwellthebranchesandtwigswereburning,Geraldthencalledout,“Overhere,Juno!

Hurryandtakewhateverclothesyoucanofftoletthemdryaswell!”

Toocoldtoevenreply,Junothenshiveredoverandremovedeverything—buther

undergarments—beforesittingrightbesidehimbythefire…

SeeingthatGeraldthenwrappedhisarmsaroundherforextrawarmth…

Whenshefinallygotwarmenough,Junocouldn’thelpbutblushwhensherealizedhowcloseshenow

wastoGerald…

Geraldhimselfcouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheshygirllookedextremelylovelyunderthelightofthe

fire…

Regardless,withhowtightlyhewasholdingontoher,Junofeltagreatsenseofsecurity…And

throughoutherlife,Geraldhadbeentheonlypersonwhohadmadeherfeelthissecure.

Eventually,Junocouldn’thelpbutraiseherhead,smilingasshesaid,“It’ssonicetohaveyoubymyside,

Gerald!”

Smilinginresponse,Geraldthenpeckedheronherforeheadbeforereplying,“I’llbebyyourside

throughoutthisJuno!You’llalwaysbesafewithme!”

Nodding,Junogladlybelievedinhiswords.Aslongasshewaswithhim,shefearednothing.



Itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhentheirclothesfinallydriedup.Withthat,theduogottotheirfeet

andbeganleavingtheforest.Afterall,thesoonertheyreunitedwithRayandtheothers,thebetter.

Afterstridingthroughtheforestforawhile,ablackwolfsuddenlyleapedoutfromthebushes!

Watchingasitchargedtowardthem,Geraldswiftlypuncheditrightinthehead,resultinginthe

agonizedwolfhowlingonefinaltimebeforeitfelltotheground,dead!

Tobeabletokillawolfwithjustasinglehit,Gerald’spunchingforcewastrulynothingtoscoffat…

Eitherway,Geraldfoundthewolf’sappearancetobeablessing.Afterall,theydidn’thavetoworry

aboutstarvingnow!

“Areyouhungry,Juno?Also,I’massumingyou’venevertriedwolfmeatbefore?”askedGerald.

Startled,Junoinstantlyshookherhead.Sheknewwherethisconversationwasgoing…

“Great!Ihaven’ttastedwolfbeforeeither,sothiswillbeanicegustatoryexperienceforbothofus!Not

thatwehaveanyotherfoodsourcesanyway,sowemayaswelljustfillourbellieswithwhatwehave!”

addedGerald.Naturally,Junowasn’tagainstthatidea.

Regardless,Geraldthengottoworkprocessingandbutcheringthewolf.

Hemadesuretoproperlyskinthewolfsincewolffurcouldbesoldforaprettyheftyprice.Oncethat

wasdone,hethenslicedthewolf’smeatintomanageablepieces.

Afterwashingthemeatbytheriver,Geraldstartedanotherfire.Oncethatwasup,grilledwolfmeat

wassoontocome…



Itwasneveragoodideatotravelwithanemptystomachandbothofthemknewit.Withthatinmind,

eatingtilltheywerefullwastheircurrentbestcourseofaction.

Inlessthanhalfanhour,thewolfmeatwasalreadywell-doneandbothofthemcouldfinallydigin.

Usingalargeleafhefoundasaplate,Geraldthentoreoffafewchunksofthecookedmeatbefore

handingthemtoJuno.

Aftergettingsomeforhimselfaswell,bothofthemthensatunderatreetoenjoytheirmeal.

Takingthefirstbite,Gerald—whoreallyhadn’ttastedwolfmeatbeforethis—couldn’thelpbutexclaim,

“Mygod!Wolfmeatisdelicious!It’sunlikeanythingI’veevertastedbefore!”

Whilethetastinesswasdefinitelyaplus,evenifitwasn’tdelicious,Geraldwould’veeatenthemeat

anyway.Afterall,thegoalwasjusttofilltheirbellies.

Eitherway,oncetheyhadtheirfill,thetwoputthefireoutbeforegettingtotheirfeet,readytoresume

theirjourney.

However,atthatmoment,therustlingofleavescouldbeheard…Alertedbythesound,Geraldquickly

pulledJunoalongandhidinanearbybush.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeafewoddandfragile-lookinghumanoidscameoutfromtheforest…

Shockedbywhattheywereseeing,GeraldandJunothenwatchedonasthecreaturessurroundedwhat

remainedofthewolf’scorpsebeforegnawingatitsbones!

Judgingfromthewaytheyweredevouringthecorpse’srawmeatandsuckingitsblood,Geraldsuddenly

hadanideawhattheycouldbe.



Could…thosebeferalvampires?

“Gerald…?Doyouhaveanyideawhatthosemonstersare…?”askedtheconfusedJuno.

“Ifmyguessiscorrect…They’referalvampires!”mutteredGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Junogaspedloudlythoughshemanagedtostopherselffromscreaming.

Unfortunately,thatwasallittookfortheferalvampirestorealizethattheyweren’talone.

Watchingastheferalvampiresbeganlookingaround,Geraldknewforafactthatitwasonlyamatterof

timebeforetheygotdiscovered.

Withthatinmind,hethengrabbedJuno’sarmbeforewhispering,“We’vebeenfound!Weneedto

run!”

BeforeJunocouldevenreply,Geraldwasalreadytuggingheralongasheboltedfromthescene.

Naturally,thisinstantlycaughttheferalvampires’attention!

Roaringferociouslyastheygavechase,thesightofalivinghumanthatpromisedfreshbloodwassimply

toomuchofatemptationfortheseblood-cravingcreatures!

Andthusbeganthegameofcatandmousebetweentheduoandtheferalvampires.

Withhowfasttheferalvampiresnaturallywere,allofthemsooncaughtupwithGeraldandJuno!



Realizingthattheyhadbeensurrounded,theterrifiedJunocouldn’thelpbutworriedlyask,“W-what

now,Gerald…?”

“Don’tworry,I’mhere!”comfortedGeraldastheglaringferalvampirescontinuedgrowlinglikebeasts

atthetwohumans…Therewassimplynoeasywayoutofthis.

Theverynextsecond,thefourferalvampiresbegantheirassaultonGeraldandJuno!

Watchingastheirclawsextendedtowardtheduo,GeraldquicklysummonedhisAstrabyssSwordbefore

slashingthefirstferalvampirethatgottooclose!

Andjustlikethat,theferalvampirethatwasslashedwascutcleaninhalf!

Withbloodspewingoutoftheirdeadbrethren,theotherthreeferalvampiresinstantlybeganbacking

off.Afterall,theynowknewthatGerald’sswordwasnottobetakenlightly.

“Comeatmeifyou’renotafraidtodie!”growledGeraldasheglaredattheremainingferalvampires.

Seeminglyunderstandingwhathehadjustsaid,thetriothenturnedaroundbeforeboltingoff.

Whilethecrisiswasnowlifted,Geraldhadcometolearnthatthoseferalvampireswereactuallyrather

timid.Afterall,theywereeasilyscaredandfledsoquickly.

Regardless,Geraldthenputawayhisswordbeforesaying,“Alright,let’sleavethisplacebeforethose

feralvampirescomeback!”

Withthat,theduoresumedtheirjourneywithGeraldtakingthelead…andhalfanhourlater,they



finallymadeitoutoftheforest.

Oncetheywereoutside,Geraldimmediatelytookhisphoneout.Finally,somereception!

HehadearlierplannedtocontactRayandtheothers,thoughtheforestnaturallypreventedhimfrom

calling.Whateverthecasewas,therewasreceptionnowsoitwashightimehefinallytriedtocontact

Raysothattheycouldregroup.

ToGerald’sdismay,Raywasn’tpickingup.Frowningslightly,hethentriedafewmoretimes.Intheend,

however,theresultremainedthesame…

ThefactthattherewasbeepingasthecalltriedtoconnectmeantthatRaydefinitelyhadreception.So

whywasn’thepickingGerald’scallup…?

Thinkingaboutit,therewereonlytwopossibilitiesastowhythiswas,thefirstbeingthatRayandthe

othershadn’tnoticedthecall.Thesecond,however,meantthattheycouldverywellhavegotten

themselvesintotroubleandwereunabletoanswer…

Whileitwasunfortunate,Geraldhadahunchthatthesecondpossibilitymademoresense…

Afterall,Raywasaddictedtogadgets,sotherewasnowayhewouldeverignorehisphone.Thefact

thatRaystillwasn’tansweringeventhoughhehadreceptiononlysolidifiedGerald’stheorythat

somethingmusthavehappenedtothem.

SeeingthatGeraldwasstilltryingtocallRay—afterquiteawhile—theconcernedJunowaspromptedto

ask,“…Do…Youthinksomething’shappenedtothem,Gerald…?”

Furrowinghisbrowslightlyatthethoughtofit,Gerald’sexpressiondarkenedashenoddedwhilesaying,

“…That’sverypossible,especiallysincewe’vebumpedintoferalvampireshere.Ihaveasneaking

suspicionthatRayandtheothersmusthaveencounteredthemaswell!”



“…W-what?Then,they…”exclaimedJuno,herheartfeelingheavy.

“Don’tworry,OldFlint’swiththem.Ifanyoneknowshowtodealwithferalvampires,it’shim!Withthat

inmind,theferalvampiresshouldn’tbeabletohurtthemthateasily!”repliedGerald,attemptingto

reassureJunothoughhewasn’tallthatsureabouttheirsafetyeither.Still,hesimplydidn’twantJunoto

worrytoomuchaboutthematthemoment.

Afterall,theimportantthingnowwastotryregroupingwiththem.

Withthatinmind,theduoimmediatelybegansearchingfortheirpartymembersattheedgeofthe

forest.

Notlongafter,theymanagedtocomeacrossabagthatlookedstrikinglysimilartoRay’s…Upon

rummagingthroughit,theyfoundhismobilephone.Withthatinmind,thebagundoubtedlybelonged

toRay…

Nowonderhehadn’tansweredanyofGerald’scalls…Hehadbeenseparatedfromhisbagandphone!

Whiletheyatleastknewwhyhehadn’tbeenpickingupnow,GeraldandJunowerealsomuchsurer

thatsomethingterriblemust’vehappenedtotheirotherpartymembers…



Chapter1777

Theverynextmorning,GeraldtookReywithhimandsetoff.

“Whereareweheadedtothisearlyinthemorning,Gerald?”askedthepuzzledRey.

Hehadn’tbeenabletogetagoodnight’ssleepinthepastfewdays,andwhenhewasfinallyableto

sleepinhisownbed,Geraldhadcomeearlyinthemorningtodraghimout!Ittrulymadehimfeel

helpless.

“We’regoingtotheDarkSectofGhostCity!”repliedGerald.

Astheytalkedon,theysoonarrivedatthetoweroftheDarkSectofGhostCity…

SincethemanhuntfortheEmberLordwasstillon,theconstructionoftheDarkSecthadbeenputtoa

halt,leavingtheentiretowersealed.Duetothatsuddenhalt,however,manypeopleendeduplosing

theirjobs.

Justasthesayingwent,‘Karmawouldalwayscomebacktobite’.

Regardless,uponsteppingbeforethetower’sentrance,bothofthemfoundthatthedoorhadbeen

lockedwithchains.Therewasevenastripsealattachedtoit!

“Howdoyouproposewegetin,brotherGerald?”askedRey.



Givingnoresponse,Geraldsimplywalkedaroundthetower,lookinghereandthereuntileventually,he

foundanairventconnectedtothebackofthetower.

Removingthelid,Geraldthenbegansqueezingintoit!Seeingthat,Reyknewthatallhecoulddowas

follow…

Aftercrawlingforawhile,theduoeventuallymadetheirwayintothetower’sthird-floorbathrooms.

KnowingthattheEmberLord’schamberwasonthesixteenthfloor,Geraldthenheadedforthestairs

andbeganrunningallthewayup!Evenafterrunningallthewaytothetop,however,Gerald’sface

barelyreddened,nordidhisheartrace.Infact,hedidn’tevenfeeltheneedtogaspforair!

Rey,ontheotherhand,foundhimselflaggingfarbehind.Takingatleasttenminutestogettowhere

Geraldwas,Reyimmediatelyfloppedontoanearbycouchthesecondhesawone.

Gaspingforair,Reythenmuttered,“C-couldwe…please…notgosofastnexttime…?I’mdyinghere…!”

HereallyhadnoideahowGeraldcouldjustboltupsixteenfleetsofstairs…Itwassimplyaninhuman

feat!

Thenagain,Geraldwasn’taregularhumantobeginwith.Bythispoint,hewasalreadyahalf-phantom,

sohisbodynolongerfunctionedlikearegularhuman’s.Withthatsaid,sixteenfleetsofstairswere

nothingtohim.

Regardless,Geralddidn’tbotherreplyingtoRey’sstatementandinsteadbeganlookingforcluesabout

theEmberLordwithinthechamber.



AfterwhatJunohadtoldhimthedaybefore,Geraldknewthathecouldn’taffordtoremainpassive

anymore.TheyhadtotaketheinitiativetomaketheEmberLordcometothem,andtheonlywaythat

wasgoingtohappenwasifGeraldmanagedtofindsomethingthattheEmberLordcaredabout.

Oncehemanagedtogethishandsonsuchathing,Geraldwouldsurelybeabletocatchhim.

Eitherway,aftersearchingforawhile,Geraldeventuallymanagedtofindasmallwoodenboxinthe

chamber.Itwasjustasimple-lookingoldboxthatdidn’tlookparticularlyspecial.Evenso,thefactthat

EmberLord—apersonwithsuchhighstatus—wouldevenpossesssuchanormal-lookingboxwas

strangeinitself.

Withthatinmind,Geraldfiguredthatthewoodenboxmustcertainlycontainsomethingimportantto

theEmberLord,andthathemusthaveforgottentotakeitwithhim.

Immediatelyopeningtheboxtoseeifhewasright,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofaringmadeof

greenjade…Withhowdullthejaderinglooked,itwasclearthatitwasextremelyold…

Afterexaminingtheringforabitlonger,Geraldthenplaceditbackintothewoodenboxbeforeslipping

theboxintohispocketwiththeintentofbringingitbackwithhim.

Atthatmoment,afuriousvoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Who’sthere?”

Hearingthat,GeraldandReyinstantlyturnedtolookatthedoor…onlytorealizethatitwasOldFlint

andafewothermen!
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Chapter1778

RealizingthatitwasonlyOldFlint,GeraldandReybreathedasighofrelief.

OldFlint,onthehand,couldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowashepuzzledlyasked,“…It’syoutwo?What

areyoudoinghere?Andhowdidyougetin?”

ThechiefinspectorhadalreadyorderedhimnottohaveanycontactwithGeraldanymore.Whatmore,

hehadalsobeentoldthatGeraldwasn’tallowedtohelpthemintheinvestigationanylonger.Withthat

inmind,OldFlintcouldonlyobeyhissuperiors.

“We’reherelookingforclues!”repliedGerald.

“Look,I’msorry,butyoutwoaren’tallowedtogetinvolvedwiththiscaseanymore.Withthatinmind,

pleaseleave!Ifyoureturnhereagainouronlyoptionwillbetotakeyoubackwithus!”warnedOldFlint.

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.

Notwantingtomakethingsdifficultfortheoldman,Geraldthenreplied,“Copythat!”

JustashewasabouttoleavewithRey,however,heheardOldFlintyelling,“Holdonaminute!Didyou

findanyclueswhileyouwerehere?Ifyoudid,pleasehandthemtous!”

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Sorry,OldFlint,butwedidn’tmanagetofind

any!”



Withthat,theduothenleftthetower…

WhowasOldFlintkidding?AsifGeraldwouldeverhandoverthecluehefoundtohim!

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheyhadlefttheDarkSectofGhostCity,GeraldandRayquickly

returnedtotheiroffice…

ItwasonlyoncetheywereinsidewhenGeraldtookthejaderingoutofthewoodenboxagain.

StaringatGerald,thepuzzledReycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Istheresomethingspecialaboutthatjade

ring?Whydidyoufeeltheneedtobringitbackhere…?”

Hearingthat,Geraldthenreplied,“Justthinkaboutit.Whywouldapersonwithsuchhighstatusashim

keepsuchanoldjaderingaround?Don’tyoufindthatodd?”

ItwasthenwhenReyrealizedthatwhatGeraldhadsaidwastrue.

Atthatmoment,Junoenteredtheroombeforesaying,“Thatjaderingshouldbelongtoanoldperson!”

“Andwhere’sthiscomingfrom?”askedGeraldashelookedather.

“Well,notonlydoestheringlookweathered,butthecarvingsonitarealsoextremelyold-fashioned!

Mygrandmausedtowearasimilarring,yousee,whichiswhyIfeelthatthewearermustbeoldas

well!”explainedJuno.



Uponhearingthat,Geraldfeltthatherstatementmadesense.

Withthatinformation,GeraldassumedthattheringoncebelongedtotheEmberLord’sgrandmother,

thoughshelaterpasseditdowntohim.

“…Imean,that’sniceandall,butevenifwehavethering,wemaynotbeabletocatchtheEmberLord,

right…?”mutteredRey.

“…No.Ibelievethatthisjaderingwillsurelyhelpusfindhim!Infact,Ialreadyknowwhohisnextvictim

willbe!”declaredGeraldinaconfidenttone.

Followingthat,hewalkedrightoutoftheoffice,andReycouldonlyfollowbehindhim.

Oncetheyweredownstairs,GeraldthrewhiscarkeysatReybeforesaying,“Youdrive.Ourdestination

istheCensusBureau!”
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“Hello?Whatisit,Gerald?”askedOldFlintfromtheothersideoftheline.

“OldFlint,whileIknowyoucan’tletusjointheinvestigation,Ihopeyoucanstillhelpusout.Essentially,

ifyouwanttosolvethecaseandcapturetheEmberLord,listencloselyandbelievemewhenIsaythat

everythingthatI’mabouttotellyouisgoingtobeextremelyimportant!”repliedGeraldinaserious

tone.



Hearingthat,OldFlintpausedforamoment.Eventually,however,heknewhecouldtrustGerald,sohe

waswillingtoriskit.Afterall,bothofthemwantedthecasetobesolvedandhavetheEmberLordbe

captured.

“…Alright,tellmehowIcanhelp!”

“HeadtotheCensusBureaunow.I’mcurrentlyheadingoveraswell,andI’lltellyoumoreaboutitwhen

wemeet!”repliedGeraldbeforehangingthecallup.

Halfanhourlater,ReyandGeraldmetupwithOldFlintattheassignedvenue.

“Whatareweevenherefor,Gerald…?”askedtheconfusedoldman.

“Look,IneedyoutodoabackgroundcheckontheEmberLordaswellashisfamily,andnotjusthis

parentseither.Ineedyoutothoroughlyresearchanyonerelatedtohisparentsaswell!”orderedGerald

withoutgivingsomuchasanexplanationastowhy.

Evenso,OldFlintknewthatGeraldmusthavehisreasonsforaskingforthat.Withthatinmind,theold

manthensaid,“…Copythat!”

Shortlyafter,OldFlintthenenteredthebureau.Geraldneededtheoldman’shelpsinceonlysomeone

withhiscredibilitywasallowedtoaccessandretrievetheinformationandprofilesofothers…

ItwasaboutanhourlaterwhenOldFlintfinallyexitedthebureauwithathickstackofpapers.



Gettingintothecar,hethenhandedthepaperstoGeraldbeforesaying,“Here’severythingaboutthe

EmberLordandhisfamily,includingtheinformationabouthisparentsandgrandparents!”

Hearingthat,Geraldimmediatelybeganscanningthroughthedocuments,hisreadingspeedfasterthan

someoneskimmingacrossthepagesofabook.

WithhowseriousGeraldwas,OldFlintcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Whatexactlydidyoudiscover,

Gerald…?”

Gerald,however,simplyignoredtheoldmanandcontinuedbreezingthroughthepapers…until

eventually,Geraldstopped.

Pullingoutafilethatwaslabeled,‘YamiletFaes’,hethenshowedittoOldFlint.

YamiletFaeswasnoneotherthantheEmberLord’sgrandmother.Evenso,shepassedawayaboutthree

yearsago.Everythinginthefilewasinformationfromabouttwoyearsago…

“…Am…Isupposedtounderstandsomethingfromthis…?”askedthepuzzledoldman.

Followingthat,GeraldimmediatelystatedYamiletFae’saddressbeforesaying,“Rey,checkifthe

coordinatesoftheaddressmatchthenumbersleftbehindbytheEmberLord!”

Hearingthat,Reyquicklytookhistabletoutandbegansearchingfortheaddress…andsureenough,

oncetheresultscameout,thenumbersleftbytheEmberLordtrulyseemedtobethecoordinatesofhis

grandmother’shome!



“You…You’reright!Thenumbersareexactlythesame!”exclaimedReyashelookedatGeraldandOld

Flint.

Hearingthat,GeraldandOldFlintexchangedglanceswitheachother.Theyfinallyknewwhatthe

numbersrepresented!
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Therewasnowayinhellthatthosetwofactscouldbecoincidences.Withthatinmind,thatcouldonly

meanthattheEmberLordwashidingthere.

However,sincetheEmberLordhadleftthathintforthem,itwaspossiblethatinsteadoffindinghim

there,theywouldinsteadfindthelocationofhisnextvictim.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,OldFlintthenstartedthecarandimmediatelysteppedonthegas!

TheyneededtoheadtoYamiletFae’shomerightnow!

“AreyoureallysurethattheEmberLordwillbehidingthere,Gerald…?”askedReyontheirwaythere.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenrepliedwithaseriousexpression,“Tobequitehonest,I’mnottoosure.

Afterall,theEmberLordisameticulouspersonwhoneverplaysbytherules.Myguessisthatthe

numberswillleadustothenextvictim,butinfindingthatvictim,we’llsurelygetonestepcloserto

wheretheEmberLordishiding!”



Hearingthat,Reythennoddedinunderstanding…

Afteraboutfortyminutesofdriving,thetriofinallyarrivedattheEmberLord’sgrandmother’shouse.

Yamiletlivedinasmall,remotevillage,andthetriosoonfoundthemselveswalkingalongtheroadinthe

village.

Sincetheydidn’tmeetanyonealongtheway,itwasquicklymadeevidentthatthevillagehadveryfew

residents.Whatmore,despitethefactthattherewerequiteanumberofhousesinthearea,manyof

themwerelockedandshowedsignsofbeingunoccupiedforaratherlongtime…

Thenagain,itwasn’tallthatsurprising.Afterall,thecitywasmuchbetterdevelopedthanthisplace.

Withthatinmind,whowouldbewillingtocontinuesufferinginsuchaplacewhentheycouldlivein

muchbetterhomes?

Regardless,afterwalkingforquiteawhile,theyfinallycameacrossaplainlydressedperson.Withhow

oldhisclotheslooked,allthreeofthemassumedthathewasjustafarmerlivinghere.

“Hellothere!”calledoutOldFlint.

Hearingthat,theoldmaninstantlyturnedtofacethetrio,lookingrathersurprisedthatoutsiderswould

evencometothisvillage.

“…Yes?Who…areyou?”askedtheoldman,soundingslightlyfrightened.

“Don’tworry,I’mjustfromtheGrandCouncil!Cuttingstraighttothechase,I’dliketoknowifyouknow

whereYamiletlives?”repliedOldFlint.



HearingthatOldFlintwasfromtheGrandCouncil,thefarmerloweredhisguardbeforeasking,“…I’m

sorry,who…?”

“YamiletFaes!She’sanoldlady!”repeatedOldFlint.

“Oh,you’relookingforher?Shepassedawaysometimeago!Doyouhavebusinesswithher…?”asked

thefarmer.

Ofcourse,OldFlintandtheothertwoalreadyknewthatshewasdead.

“Weknowaboutthat,butwestillneedtogotoherhome.There’ssomethingweneedthere!”

explainedOldFlint.

“Oh!Well,ifthat’sthecase,I’llbringyouthere!”repliedtheoldfarmerashecheerfullyagreedtohelp.

Delighted,OldFlintthenreplied,“I’mgladtohearthat!Thankyou,goodsir!”

Nowthatsomeonewasleadingtheway,theydidn’thavetogolookingaroundforherplaceanymore.

Withthefarmer’sguidance,allthreeofthemsoonarrivedatYamiletFaes’shome.

Whileitwasasimplewoodencottagethathadfallenintodisrepairovertheyears,thedoorstill

appearedtobelocked.



Lookingatthestateofthehouse,Raycouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…I…don’tthinktheEmberLordwould

hideinsuchashabbyandcreepyplace,Gerald…!”
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“Hehe,Rey,don’tforgetthatEmberLordisnolongerahuman.He’sevencreepierthanaghost.Doyou

thinkhewillbescaredhidinginthisplace?”

GeraldchuckledandremindedRey.

WhenReyheardhim,hefoundthatitsomehowmadesense.

“Youcantakealook,andIshallleave,then!”

Theoldmansaidtothethree.

“Okay,oldman.Thanksalotforyourhelp!”

OldFlintthankedtheoldmanquickly.

“Don’tmentionit!”



Theoldmanrespondedbywavinghishand.

Aftertheoldmanhadleft,Geraldandtheothertwostoodinfrontofthewoodencottage,staringatit

blankly.

Theydidn’tknowwhattodo.Theycouldn’tenterthecottage,nordidtheyknowhowtogetintoit.

“Gerald,OldFlint,whatshouldwedonow?Kickthedooropen?”

ReylookedatGeraldandOldFlintandasked.

“No,that’snonsense.Trespassingisnotright!”

OldFlintstoppedReyimmediately.

AlthoughYamiletFaeswasnolongeralive,thiscottagestillbelongedtoher.So,theycouldnotsimply

dowhattheywanted.

“Then,whatshouldwedo?Wedon’thavethekey.”

Reysighedhelplessly.

“We’llwaituntilnighttimeandseeifEmberLordwillmakeanappearancehere!”



Afterawhile,Geraldsuggested.

Andso,theyjustwaitedtherejustasGeraldhadsuggested.

Thewaitlastedforafewhours.

Theywaiteduntileighto’clock,butstill,EmberLorddidnotappear.

Thewholesurroundingfellintodarknessandstillness.

Beinginsuchadarkenvironmentcouldreallyintensifythefearinone’sheart.

ApartfromGerald,ReyandOldFlintshrunktheirnecksandpulledtheirclothestighter.

“Gerald,it’sbeensolong.It’ssodarkalready,dowestillhavetowait?”

ReylookedatGeraldandasked.

“Yeah.Gerald.Whydon’twegetbackintothecar?It’satleastbetterthanstayinginthecoldlikethis!”

OldFlint,whowasbesidethem,quicklymadeasuggestion.

WhenGeraldheardthis,henoddedinagreement.



SeeingGeraldagree,OldFlintandReyinstantlyfeltdelighted.

Afterthat,thethreegotupandwerereadytoleave.

Justthen,alightshonefromthewoods.

Assoonasthelightcameon,itcaughtGeraldandthetwo’sattentionimmediately.Theywerealerted

andsquatteddownagainimmediately.

“Youthree?”

Then,theyheardthevoiceoftheoldmanfromjustnow.

Hearinghisvoicemadethethreebreatheasighofrelief.

Theyhadthoughtthatitwassomeoneelse.Apparently,itwashim.

Geraldandthetwogotoutofthebushesrightaway.

“Oldman,whyareyoustilloutwanderingaroundatthislatehour?”

OldFlintaskedtheoldmandoubtfully.

“Isawthatyouhavebeenwaitinghereforsolong.So,Icametocheckonyou!”



Theoldmansmiledandanswered.

“We’refine.We’rejustwaitingforsomeonehere!”

OldFlinthurriedlyexplainedtotheoldmanashedidnotwanttheoldmantosensethatsomethingwas

wrong.Chapter1782

“Eh,it’salreadysolate!I’msurethepersonyouarewaitingforwillnotcome.Come,let’sgotomy

placeandrest!”

Theoldmansighedandproposedtothethree.

WhenOldFlintheardhim,heturnedaroundimmediatelyandlookedatGerald,seekinghisopinion.

Geraldsawhisreactionandnoddedsubtly.

Sincetheyhadnootherchoice,fornow,theycouldonlyrestattheoldman’splace.

Besides,theskywasalreadyverydark,anditwasnotsafe.Whoknewwhatwouldbelingeringoutside?

Aftertheconversation,Geraldandtheothersfollowedtheoldmanandleftthewoodencottage.

TheoldmanbroughtGeraldandtheotherstohishouse.Althoughitwasnotveryold,itlookedlikeit

shouldhavebeenrebuiltbefore.



“Oldman,areyoutheonlyoneleftinthevillage?”

Oncetheywereintheoldman’shouse,OldFlintaskedcuriously.

“Hehe!”Theoldmanchuckled.

“Yes.Theothershavemovedintothecitiesalready.I’mtheonlyonelefthere!”

Afterhechuckled,heanswered.

“Then,whydidn’tyoumoveintothecity?Isn’titmorecomfortablelivinginthecity?”

OldFlintcontinuedtoask.

“Alas,Ihavenorelativesorchildren.Idon’twanttoliveinthecityanyway.It’sgoodlivinghere.I’m

usedtolivinghere!”Theoldmanspokewithabittersmile.

Theycouldhearthehelplessnessintheoldman’svoice.

Havingnofamilymemberatanoldagewasindeedpitiful.

Perhapsthiswasthedestinyofthisoldman.Hewasdestinedtoliveinthemountainsforhiswholelife.

Itwasnotbadforfallenleavestoreturntotheirroots.



“Right,whoareyouwaitingforactually?”

TheoldmanaskedOldFlint.

“Oldman,didyouknowthatYamiletFaeshasagrandsonnamedEmberLord?”

Afterapause,OldFlintaskedtheoldman.

Oncetheoldmanheardthat,hewasstartledforamoment,andthenhesaid,“Yes,Iknowhim.

SpeakingaboutEmberLord,heisindeedagoodyounglad.Hewastheonewhospentmoneytohelp

merebuildmyhouse.Heusedtobeanobedientboy.Sometimes,hewouldstayherewithhis

grandmother.Sometimes,hewouldcometomyplacetoplaywithme.However,afterhisgrandmother

passedaway,hehasnevercomeback!”

Theoldmansighedasherecountedhisstory.

“Oh?Oldman,didyoufindanythingstrangelately?Ormaybesomethinghappenedinthewooden

cottageofYamiletFaes?”

Afterthat,OldFlintaskedtheoldman.

SincetheoldmanknewEmberLord,thenumberEmberLordhadgiventhemwouldnotbethatsimple.

“Ididn’thearanything.IwouldpassbythewoodencottageeverydaywhenIgoupanddownthehill,

butI’veneverheardanynoise.”



TheoldmansaidtoOldFlint.

“Youguysareaskingaboutitsomuch.Whatishappeninghereexactly?WhathasEmberLorddone?”

Theoldmanaskedinconfusion.

“It’snothing,oldman.We’rehisfriends.It’sjustthatwecouldn’tkeepintouchwithhimlately,sowe

wantedtocomehereandcheckifheishere!”

OldFlintquicklymadeupanexcusetoexplainittotheoldman.

“Oh,Isee.”

Aftertheoldmanheardhisexplanation,hedidn’tsuspectanythingandsimplynoddedhishead.

Geraldandtheotherssatinthehouseuntillateatnight.

However,noneofthemfellasleep.

Itwasn’tthattheydidn’twantto,butitwasbecausetheydidn’tdareto.

Iftheyfellasleep,nobodyknewwhatwouldhappen,muchlessifEmberLordwouldappear.

Creak!

Suddenly,thedoorwasopened.



Afterthesoundofthedoorbeingopenedwasheard,thesoundofthedoorbeingclosedwasheard

immediatelyafter.

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1783

Thethreequicklylookedoutsideonlytoseethattheoldmanhadleftthehousealone,carryingabasket

withhimasheheadedtowardYamiletFaes’woodencottage.

Seeingthis,thethreeexchangedglances.

Theyfounditratherstrangethattheoldmanwouldwanttogooutinthemiddleofthenightcarryinga

basket.Therehadtobesomesecretunknowntopeoplehiddenbehindit.

Soonafter,Geraldandthetwogotoutofthehouseandfollowedtheoldmanquietly.

Theyfollowedtheoldmanallthewaytothewoodencottage.Then,theysawhimtakeoutakeyfrom

hispockettounlockthedoor.

Oncethedoorwasunlocked,theoldmansurveyedhissurroundingscarefully.Aftermakingsurethatno

onewasaround,onlythendidhepushthedooropenandwalkinwithreassurance.

Geraldandthetwoothersalsowalkedtothewoodencottageimmediatelyandstoodinfrontofit.



“Gerald,itlooksliketheoldmanmustbehidingsomethingfromus.Heactuallyhasthekeytothis

house!”

ReywhisperedtoGerald.

Now,itcouldbeseenthattheoldmanwasnotassimpleashelooked.Hemusthavesomekindof

relationshipwithEmberLord.

“Rey,OldFlint,youtwoshouldhide.I’llgoinandtakealookfirst!”

Later,GeraldinstructedReyandOldFlint.

Hearinghiswords,ReyandOldFlintdidnotobject,Instead,theynoddedinagreementrightaway.Then,

theyquicklyretreatedtoabushnearbyandhidinthere.

AsforGerald,hewenttothesideofthewoodencottageandsatbesidethewall.Then,hefreedhissoul

fromhisbody.

OfcourseGeraldwouldnotenterthehousedirectly.Otherwise,hewouldalertthemandbediscovered

bytheoldman.

Oncehehadfreedhissoul,Geraldwentintothewoodencottageandstartedsearchingupanddown.

Whenhewentupstairs,hecouldheartheoldman’svoice.Itsoundedasthoughhewastalkingto

someone.



Soon,aftertheoldmanfinishedtalking,thevoiceofEmberLordwasheard.

Geraldknewitwashimthemomentheheardhisvoice.EmberLordhadindeedhiddeninthisplace.

Geralddidn’texpectthatthisoldmanwashidingitsowellandthatheindeedhadarelationshipwith

EmberLord.

“EmberLord,thosethreewhoarelookingforyoumustbelookingfortroublewithyou,right?”

Theoldmanasked.

EmberLordsatonthechairandsnorted.

“Hmph,thosethreewanttocatchme.Itlooksliketheyaresmartenoughtofindthisplace!”

“It’snotthatwearesmart,butitwasyouwhogaveustheclue,EmberLord!”

ThemomentEmberLordfinishedtalking,Gerald’svoicerangintheroom.Then,Geraldappearedin

frontofEmberLordandtheoldman.

“GeraldCrawford!”

AtthesightofGerald,EmberLordwasenraged.



HeyelledangrilyandchargedtowardGerald,wantingtotearGeraldintopieces.

GeraldreactedquicklyandkickedEmberLordaway.

Now,sinceGeraldwasalsoahalf-phantom,hewasnotafraidofEmberLordatall.Everythinghadto

cometoanendtoday.

“EmberLord,Iamnotgoingtoletyouescapeagaintoday!”

GeraldglaredatEmberLordandsaid.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldthrewouttheSoulChaininhishand.

TheSoulChainflewtowardEmberLordandboundhimtightly.

Ofcourse,EmberLordwasn’tthateasytodealwith.Hemorphedintoablackmiasmaandcharged

towardGerald.

GeraldsummonedhisAstrabyssSwordswiftlyandsentoutaspiritbladetowardEmberLord.

Whentheoldmansawthis,heranforwardandthrewhimselfinfrontoftheblackmiasma,notwanting

toletGerald’sspiritbladehurtEmberLord.

Swish!

Thespiritbladepassedthroughthebodyoftheoldman.
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Atthesametime,theblackmiasmaofEmberLordwrappedaroundtheoldman.

Soonafter,theblackmiasmaabsorbedthesoulandenergyoftheoldman,directlyturningtheoldman

intoadrycorpse.

ThissurprisedEmberLordverymuch.Hedidn’texpectthiswouldbetheoutcome.Moreover,henever

expectedthattheoldmanwouldactuallyblocktheattackfromGeraldforhim.

“EmberLord,you’vekilledanotherinnocentpersonagain!”

GeraldshoutedatEmberLordangrily.

Havingsaidthat,GeralddecidedtousehisforbiddentechniquetocompletelydestroyEmberLord.

Atthismoment,EmberLordhadtotallylostconsciousness.Hestoodtheremotionlessly,almostasifhe

hadlosthissoul.

“ThousandSectDestructionTechnique!”

GeraldshoutedandthrewtheAstrabyssSwordinhishanddirectlyatEmberLord.



WhentheswordpiercedintoEmberLord’sbody,itimmediatelyemittedabrightlightandengulfed

EmberLordcompletely.

“Argh!”

EmberLordshrieked.

Thenextsecond,EmberLordwasturnedintoashes.

Atlast,GeraldhadwipedoutEmberLord.

Finally,GeraldhadavengedthevillagersofMoonsetVillage.

Whentheyheardthecommotioninthewoodencottage,OldFlintrushedinwithReyandwentstraight

tothesecondfloor.

Whentheysawthedrycorpseoftheoldmanandapileofashes,theywereextremelyshocked.

“This…Whatisgoingonhere?!”

Theydidn’tseeGeraldanywhere.



Afterafewseconds,Geraldcamefromdownstairs.

“Huh?Gerald,whydidyoucomeinfromoutside?Didn’tyoucomeinsidealready?”

OldFlintstaredatGeraldinsurpriseandasked.

“I’vefinishedoffEmberLord!”

Geralddidnotanswer.Instead,hepointedtothepileofashesandtoldOldFlint.

OldFlintlookedatthepileofasheswithasurprisedlookonhisface.

“AreyoutellingmethatthisisEmberLord?!”

OldFlintaskedagainindisbelief.

Geraldnodded.Then,heturnedaroundandleftthehouse.

OldFlintandReyexchangedglances,buttheydidnotbothersayinganythingelse.Theyjustfollowed

himout.

Afterleavingthewoodencottage,thethreereturnedtotheircar.

Oncetheygotintothecar,theystartedtheengineandleftthevillageimmediately.



Atlonglast,EmberLordwasdead,andGeraldcouldfinallybreatheasighofrelief.

“OldFlint,pleasesendushome.Youhavebeenworkingveryhardlately.Thismatterisfinally

consideredsettled!”

Sittinginthecar,GeraldlookedatOldFlint,whowasdriving,andsaid.

OldFlintnoddedinagreementwhenheheardhim.

OfcourseheknewwhatGeraldmeant.

“Thankyou,Gerald!”

OldFlintthankedGeraldaswell.

Ifitwasn’tbecauseoftheclueGeraldhadfound,theywouldn’thavefoundthisplaceatall,andthey

wouldn’thavebeenabletofindEmberLordandfinishhim.

AlthoughOldFlintwassomeonefromtheGrandCouncil,heagreedwithGerald’swayoftacklingthis

matter.

Afterall,EmberLorddeservedtodie,andhisdeathwasnotregrettableatall.
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Thenextmorning,asGeraldandReywerestillsleeping,thedoorbellwokethemup.

Reywalkedoutoftheroomtothedoorhalfasleepandopenedit.

Oncethedoorwasopened,hesawafewmeninuniformsstandingoutside.Atthesightofthelogoon

theiruniforms,heknewthattheywerefromtheGrandCouncil.

“Excuseme,areMr.GeraldCrawfordandMr.ReyLeightonhere?”

Oneoftheinspectorsenteredthehouseandasked.

Reynoddedandreplied,“I’mRey.Whatisit?”

“Takehimaway!”

OnceheheardRey’swords,theinspectororderedhismen,andimmediately,twoinspectorscame

forwardandgrabbedRey’sarms,dragginghimoutside.

“Hey,whatareyoudoing?!”

Reyshoutedimmediately.

ThecommotionwokeGerald,Juno,andNoriup.



Theygotoutoftheirroomsquickly.

“Whoareyou?”

WhenGeraldcameout,helookedatthepeoplefromtheGrandCouncilinsurpriseandasked.

“YoumustbeMr.GeraldCrawford.WesuspectthatyouarerelatedtothedeathofChiefLake,whois

alsoknownasOldFlint.So,wewanttobringyoubackforaninvestigationnow!”

Astheinspectorwastalking,hetookoutanarrestwarrantandshowedittoGerald.

“Wait.Whatdidyousay?ChiefLakeisdead?!”

Geraldwasstunnedwhenheheardthis.

ThisnewswasreallytoosurprisingtoGerald.

TheyhadstillbeenwithOldFlintearlythismorning.Howcouldhebedeadnow?!Thiswassimplytoo

bizarre.

“Mr.Crawford,Ihopeyouwillcooperatewithus!”



TheinspectorwaswellawareofGerald’sidentity.So,hemaintainedagentletonewhenhewastalking

toGerald.

“Alright.Pleaseletusgetdressedbeforegoingwithyou!”

Geraldhadnoproblemwithitandagreedtoitrightaway.

Soonafter,GeraldandReygotchangedandleftwiththeinspectorsoftheGrandCouncil.

OnthewaytotheGrandCouncil,Geraldremainedsilentinthecar.

OldFlint’sdeathwascompletelyunexpected.Geraldtrulyhadnoideahowhehaddied.

Itseemedliketherewassomethingweirdinregardstothis.

Soon,GeraldandReywerebroughttotheGrandCouncilandintoseparateinterrogationroomsfor

questioning.

Afterawhile,twoinspectorspushedthedooropenandsatdown.

“Mr.Crawford,canyoutellmewhereyouwentwithChiefLakelastnight?Whatdidyoudothere?”

OneoftheinspectorsstaredatGeraldandasked.

“WewenttoEmberLord’shomelastnight,”Geraldtoldtheinspector.



“Whattimedidyoucomeback?”askedtheinspector.

“Abouttwoo’clockinthemorning.ItwasChiefLakewhodroveushome.Afterthat,heleftonhisown,”

Geraldrepliedseriously.

“Didyoutwostayinyourhouseafterthat?Didyougooutatall?”questionedtheinspector.

Geraldfrowned.

“Isuggestthatyoudonotwasteyourtimeonthetwoofus.DoyouhonestlythinkwewouldkillChief

Lake?Besides,thereareCCTVsalongthestreetwhereChiefLakemetwiththeaccident.Whydon’tyou

retrievethefootageandwatchit?”

Geralddidn’twanttokeeponansweringthequestionsanymore,soheaskedtheinspectorinreturn.

HearingGerald’swords,theinspectorwasspeechless.

Indeed,whatGeraldhadjustsaiddidmakesense.

Intruth,theyhadbroughtGeraldandReybackjusttograspthesituation.

NoevidenceshowedthatitwasGeraldandReywhohadkilledOldFlint.

However,apartfromthetwoofthem,OldFlinthadnothadanycontactwithotherpeople.
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TheyhadindeedwatchedtheCCTVfootage.

Whentheaccidenthappened,therewasnooneandnoothercararound.Moreover,OldFlintwasthe

onlyoneinhiscar.

So,thatmeantthatthesituationwhenOldFlinthadmetwiththeaccidentwasutterlybizarre.

Inthefootage,OldFlint’scarhadsimplyskiddedandrolledoutofcontrolonitsownallofasudden.

GeraldandReywereonlyreleasedintheafternoon.

TheytookacabbacktotheofficeoncetheyhadlefttheGrandCouncil.

Onthewayback,ReylookedatGeraldwithaverypuzzledlookandasked,“Gerald,whatdoyouthinkof

OldFlint’sdeath?Howdidhedie?”

Gerald’sfacewasverygrave.Hewasnotsureaboutiteither.However,hewassurethattheincident

wascertainlynotthatsimple.

“DoesthismeanEmberLordisnotdeadyet?”

Thenextsecond,aboldideacameacrossRey’smind.

Geraldfeltthatthepossibilityofthisspeculationwasverytiny.Afterall,EmberLordhaddiedbeforehis

eyes.Howcouldhestillbealive?



“Let’sgobackfirst.Maybeitreallywasjustanaccident!”

GeraldtoldRey.

Soon,theyarrivedbackattheoffice.

“Gerald,Rey,youtwoareback!Areyoualright?”

Seeingthemreturn,Junohurriedforwardandaskedtheminconcern.

WhentheyweretakenawaybythepeoplefromtheGrandCouncil,ithadreallymadeJunoandNori

worry.

Butnow,seeingthemreturnsafeandsound,theywererelieved.

“We’refine.Wejustwenttheretohelpwiththeinvestigation!”

GeraldsmiledgentlyandexplainedtoJuno.

“Bytheway,didyouguysfindEmberLordthistime?”



JunohandedaglassofwaterovertoGeraldandasked.

Geraldtookthewaterandtookasip.Heanswered,“Wefoundhim,andIhavekilledhim!”

Hearingthis,Junoinstantlyfeltrelieved,seeingasthemurderousmonsterhadfinallybeen

exterminated.

“ButwhataboutOldFlint’sdeath?Isawthenewsjustnow,sayingthathisdeathwasverystrange.It

doesn’tseemtobecausedbyahuman?”

Immediatelyafterward,Junogotcuriousagainandasked.

“I’mnotsureaboutthat.Whenwecamebacklastnight,OldFlintwasstillfine.Nothingspecial

happenedalongtheway.”

Geraldsaidwithagloomyface.

Everythingthathadhappenedmadepeoplefeelratheruncomfortable.

“Sigh.”

JunosighedheavilywhensheheardwhatGeraldhadsaid.

Knock!Knock!Knock!

Rightatthatmoment,someoneknockedatthedooroftheoffice.



“Rey,goandseewhoitis.”

WhenGeraldheardit,hetoldReytoanswerthedoor.

Reystoodupandwalkedtothedoor,onlytoseeadeliveryboystandingoutside.

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout.

“Hello,doesMr.GeraldCrawfordlivehere?There’saparcelforhim!”

ThedeliveryboysaidtoReywithasmilingface.

“Yes.”

Reyrepliedimmediatelyandsignedfortheparcel.

“Gerald,there’saparcelforyou!”

ReytoldGeraldwhenhecameback.

“Aparcelforme?”

Geraldwaspuzzledwhenheheardhim.Hehadn’tboughtanything.Whywouldhereceiveaparcel?
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Theparcelwasasmallsquarebox.

Geraldshooktheboxgently,buttherewasn’tanysoundcomingfromthebox.

“Let’sseewhosentittoyou!”

Juno,whowassittingattheside,remindedGerald.

Geraldquicklycheckedtheinformationonthesender.Apartfromhisnameandaddress,therewasno

informationaboutthesender.

Geraldandtheotherswerebaffledbywhattheywereseeing.WhocouldhavesentGeraldtheparcel?

Whatexactlywasintheparcel?

Geraldwasnotinarushtoopentheparcel.Hefeltthattherewasaproblemwithit.Maybe,itwasa

scheme.

“Backoff,youguys!”

Geraldtoldhisfriends.

UponhearingGerald’swords,Reyandthegirlsstoodupimmediatelyandmovedbackward.

Geraldpickedupasmallknifeandslashedtheboxopenwithextremeprecision.



Oncetheboxhadbeenslashed,thelidpoppedopen.

Geraldlookedattheboxcarefully.Aftermakingsureitwassafe,onlythenwasherelieved,andhe

signaledhisfriendstocomeforward.

ThethreewalkedtowardGeraldandstoodbesidehimoncemore.

“Gerald,whatexactlyisinthebox?”

Reyaskedcuriously.

Geraldputdownthesmallknife.Then,hegrabbedtheboxandopenedit.

Therewasonlyapurpleenvelopeinthebox.

“It’sapurpleenvelopeagain!”

WhenReysawtheenvelope,heyelpedinsurprise.

ThepurpleenvelopeswouldkeeponappearingwhenEmberLordwasstillalive.Nowthathewasdead,

theydidn’texpectthatitwouldappearagain.



“Gerald,isn’tEmberLorddeadalready?Whyisthispurpleenvelopeappearingagain?!”

ReyaskedGerald,lookingathimindisbelief.

Geraldalsocockedhiseyebrows.Helookedveryserious.

Hereckonedthisincidentwascertainlynotsimple,asifeverythinghadnotendedyet.

“Come,let’sgotothecouriercompany!”

Soonafter,GeraldregainedhissensesandsuggestedtoRey.

Then,GeraldlefttheofficewithReyandheadedtothecouriercompany.Hewantedtoknowwhohad

senthimtheparcel.

Afterashortwhile,theyarrivedatthecouriercompany.

Oncetheyenteredtheoffice,Geraldstartedlookingfortheperson-in-charge.

“Hello,mayIknowwhosentmethisparcel?”

Geraldhandedtheboxtotheperson-in-chargeandasked.

Whentheperson-in-chargetooktheparcel,hesaidsomethingthatmadeGeraldandReydumbfounded.



“Thiscourierboxisnotourcompany’scourierbox,andthepackagingisnoteither!”Hesaidtothetwo.

“What?It’snotyourcompany’scourierbox?Howcanthisbe?!Itwasclearlydeliveredbyadeliveryboy

fromyourcompanyjustnow.”

Reytoldtheperson-in-chargeimmediately.

SeeingasGeraldandReyrefusedtobelievehim,theperson-in-chargebroughtthemintohisoffice.

“Look.Thisisthestandardcourierboxandpackagingofourcompany.So,thisboxisreallynotfromour

company!”

Theperson-in-chargepointedattheboxesandexplainedtothem.

Now,GeraldandReywerecompletelyperplexed.

Iftheparcelwasn’tfromthiscompany,wherediditcomefrom?

“CanImeetthedeliveryboywhosentustheboxjustnow?”

Then,Geraldproposedtotheperson-in-charge.

“Sure,noproblem!”

Theperson-in-chargewasveryhelpfulandagreedtoitrightaway.



Soon,hecalledthedeliveryboyoutforGeraldandRey.
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GeraldlookedatthedeliveryboyandaskedRey.

“Yes,that’sright,Gerald.Itwashimwhosenttheparcel.”

Reynoddedfirmlyandsaid.

“What’swrong?Isthereanyproblem,misters?”

Thedeliveryboystandinginfrontofthemaskedinpuzzlement,notknowingwhatwashappening.

“Letmeaskyou.Thisparcelwasdeliveredbyyoujustnow.Wheredidyougetitfrom?”

Geraldstaredatthedeliveryboyandquestionedhim.

ThedeliveryboytooktheboxfromGeraldandtookalook.

“That’sright.Itwasmewhodeliveredtheparcel.Ialsowonderedwhytherewasonlythereceiver’s

nameandaddressontheparcel,andthepackagingwasdifferent.Iaskedaboutitforalmostaday,but

noonebotheredtoanswerme,soIcouldonlydeliveritaccordingtotheaddress!”



Thedeliveryboyadmittedthathewastheonewhohaddeliveredtheparcel,buthehimselfdidnot

knowwhothesenderwas.

Uponhearingthis,GeraldandReyexchangedglances.

Theinvestigationcametohaltoncemore.Thecluedidn’thelpthemtofindoutthesender.

“Okay.Thanksforthetrouble!”

Later,GeraldthankedthedeliveryboyandleftwithRey.

“Gerald,doyouthinkEmberLordistrulydead?”

Whentheywereinthecar,ReyaskedGeraldagain.

“It’simpossiblethathe’snot.Iwitnessedhisdeathwithmyowneyes.Howcouldhestillbealive?”

GeralddeniedRey’sspeculationdirectly.Hedidn’tbelieveEmberLordwasstillalive.

“Then,this…”

“Forgetit.We’llgobackandseewhat’swrittenintheletterfirst.”



Leftwithnochoice,Geraldcouldonlychoosetostudythepurpleenvelopefirst.

IfGeraldhadguesseditcorrectly,thereshouldbenumbersontheletter,justlikethepreviousone.

Whentheygotbacktotheoffice,Geraldimmediatelyopenedthepurpleenvelope.

Atthesightofit,Geraldwastotallybaffled.Hehadguesseditwronglythistime.Therewasn’tany

numberonit,butapatternoftheStarofDavid.

“It’sapattern?It’snotthesameasbefore!”

Geraldexclaimedwhenhesawit,hisfacefullofdisbelief.Itwasindeeddifferentthistime.

LookingatthepatternoftheStarofDavid,Geraldsankintocontemplation.

Immediatelyafterward,ReysearchedforinformationabouttheStarofDavidonline.

“Gerald,thisisalltheinformationabouttheStarofDavid.Youcantakealook!”

ReyhandedthetabletovertoGerald.

Geraldtookthetabletandstartedreadingwhenheheardthat.

Afterreadingforawhile,Gerald’sfacestartedturningdark.



Andrightatthatmoment,Gerald’sphonerang.

Geraldfishedouthisphoneandfoundthatitwasanunknownnumber.

Afterhesitatingforawhile,heansweredthecall.

“Hello.Who’sthis?”

Oncethecallwasconnected,Geraldaskedthecallerinadeepvoice,onlytohearaman’ssinistervoice

ontheotherendofthephone.

“Mr.Crawford,youshouldhavereceivedthepresentIsentyou!”

WhenGeraldheardhisvoice,hefrowned.

“Whoareyou?”

Geraldaskedthemanontheotherendofthephone.

“Hehe,don’tbesonervous.!I’mjustanobodywhowantstoplayagamewithyou!”

ThemanlaughedwickedlyandsaidtoGeraldwithouttellingGeraldhisidentity.

“Playagame?Hmph,Ihavenotimetoplaywithyou.Ifyouaretryingtoplayaprank,sorry,youhave

thewrongperson!”



Geraldsnortedcoldlywhenheheardwhatthemanhadsaid.
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“Gerald,whowasit?”ReylookedatGeraldandasked.

“Idon’tknow.Itwasaman.Hewastheonewhosenttheletter,andhetoldmethathewantstoplaya

gamewithme.He’snuts!”Geraldsaidhelplessly.

Whattimewasitalreadythathestillwantedtoplayagamewithhim?!Geralddidn’twanttobotherso

muchaboutthis.

IthadindeedmadethemalittleanxioustothepointthattheyhadthoughtitwasEmberLordandhe

hadnotdied.

Asfortheidentityofthisman,Geraldwasuninterestedtoknowaboutit.

AfterhearingwhatGeraldhadsaid,thethreedidnotaskanymorequestions.Theyfeltthatitmightjust

beaprank.

However,everythingwasnotassimpleasGeraldhadthought.

Thatday,GeraldbroughtReyouttobuysomegroceries.



Theyhadnotbeenabletorestproperlyforalongtime.So,theydecidedtobuysomegoodfoodand

cookaheartymealtogether.

GeraldandReywenttothesupermarket.Whentheycameout,bothofthemwerecarryingtwobig

bagsintheirhands.

Boom!

Suddenly,aloudexplosionwasheard.

Theimpactoftheexplosionwassostrongthattheentiresurroundingwasshaken.Theglassof

countlesscarsandshopswasshatteredbytheexplosion.

AsforGeraldandRey,theywerethrowntothegroundbytheforce.Everythingintheirhandsscattered

allovertheplace.

That’sright.Acarnotfarawayfromthemhadexploded.

“Gerald,it’sourcar!”

Reyrealizedsomethingandlookedatthecarthathadbeenblownup.Then,heshoutedinshockat

Gerald.

Geraldgotupandwentforwardtotakealook.



Atthesightofit,sureenough,itwashiscar.

Atthatmoment,thecarhadalreadybeencompletelydestroyed,stillburninginthehugefire.

Soonafter,peoplefromtheGrandCouncilandthefirefighterscametothesceneandstartedexamining

thecarafterputtingoutthefire.

Andso,GeraldandReywereinvitedtotheGrandCouncilonceagain.

“Afterourinvestigation,wefoundthatsomeonehadinstalledakindoffuseinyourcar.Thefirefighters

foundsomefragmentsatthescene.Itseemslikeyourcarwasdeliberatelytamperedwithbysomebody.

Anyway,it’sfortunatethatbothofyouwerenotinthecarandescapedthecatastrophe!”

AninspectorcameinwiththedocumentsandexplainedthemtoGeraldandRey.

“Doyouknowwhodidthistoyou?”askedtheinspector.

Geraldwasstartledforawhile.Then,hereplied,“No.Maybeitwasjustaprank.”

However,whenGeraldsaidthat,notonlydidtheinspectornotbelieveit,evenGeraldhimselfandRey

didnotbelieveit.

Nevertheless,Geralddidn’twantpeoplefromtheGrandCounciltogetinvolvedwiththis.Itlookedlike

thisincidenthadsomethingtodowiththemanwhohadcalledhimlasttime.



Now,Geraldwasenraged.

Hedidn’texpectthatthemanwoulddaretolayhandsonhim.Sincethatwasthecase,Geraldwould

definitelynotlethimgo.

Afterthat,GeraldandReycompletedtheformalitiesandlefttheGrandCouncil,returningtotheiroffice

bytakingacab.

Seeingthetwocomebackintact,Juno’sheavyheartwaslightenedoncemore.

Uponreceivingthenewsofthecarexplosion,theyhadbeenveryscaredandworried.

Ring!Ring!

Justthen,Gerald’smobilephonerang.

Geralddidn’tevenhavetoguess.Healreadyknewitmustbethestrangemancalling.

Hepickedupthecallrightaway.

“B*stard,whatexactlydoyouwant?!IfIfindyou,Iwillkillyou!”
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Geraldcursedatthemanangrily.

“Hehe,chill,Mr.Crawford.Iwasjustjokingwithyou.Afterall,itwasyouwhodidnotwanttoplaythe

gamewithme.”

Themanlaughedandrepliedinaneerievoice.

Itwasjustajoke?!

Ithadbeenabigexplosion,butthismanhadactuallysaidthatitwasjustasmalljoke.Itwasreally

drivingGeraldcrazy.

“Whatexactlydoyouwanttoplay?”

Geraldcalmedhimselfdownandquestionedthemanoverthephone.

“Hehe!Mr.Crawford,Iknowyourability,andI’mveryimpressedwithyourpower.So,youaretheonly

onewhocanplaythegamewithme.

Doyoustillrememberthepurpleletter?There’sapatternoftheStarofDavidonthepaper.

Thepatternrepresentseachdifferentarea,andadifferentthingwillhappenineachoftheareas.Itmay

beapersonorathing,andeverythingdependsonyoutodiscoverityourself.



Right,sinceit’sagame,theremustbeawinandaloss.

Ifyouwin,Iwillgiveyoutheaddresstosaveapersonsothatyoucangoandsavehim.Ofcourse,ifyou

lose,thepersoncanonlydie!”

ThestrangemanexplainedtherulesofthegametoGerald.

“Youb*stard!WhatifIdon’tagreewithit?”Geraldshoutedangrilyagain.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!Mr.Crawford,perhapsyouhavefeltthepoweroftheexplosion?Ifyoudon’tplaywithme,

Ican’tguaranteewherethenextexplosionwillhappen.

Andyouwillhavetoberesponsibleforthedeathofthosepeoplebecauseyouwerethecauseoftheir

deaths!”

WhenthestrangemanheardwhatGeraldhadsaid,heburstoutlaughingashereplied.

“Okay,Mr.Crawford.Thedecisionisyourstomake.Therewillbeanotherletterforyoutomorrow

morning.Youcandecidewhetheryouwanttoplaywithmeornot!”

Then,thestrangemanremindedGeraldoncemorebeforehangingupthecall.Hedidn’tgiveGeraldany

chancetospeak.



Geraldthrewhismobilephoneawayangrily.

“Gerald,whatdoeshewantexactly?”

Reyasked,frowning.

“Itlookslikewehavenochoicebuttoplaywithhim!”

Geraldhadnootherchoicebuttohelplesslycompromise.

Moreover,hestilldidnotknowtheidentityoftheman.Therefore,hecouldonlylookforcluesbasedon

whathehadtoldhim.

Fromwhathehadsaid,Geraldwassurethatthestrangemenhadsomehostagesinhishands.IfGerald

didn’tplaythegame,thehostageswouldbeindanger.Bythen,Geraldwouldtrulybecomeasinner.

Thatnight,Geralddidn’tsleep,ortobemoreprecise,hecouldn’tsleepatall.

Thenextmorning,Geraldwenttotheofficealone.

Themomenthearrivedatthedoorway,Geraldsawanenvelopelyingonthefloorinfrontofthedoor.It

wasthatfamiliarpurpleenvelopeagain.

Geraldpickeduptheenveloperightaway.Heopenedthedoorandstartedreadingtheletter.

Onceopened,therewasapaperwithonlyonesentencewrittenonit.



‘Waterfliesstraightdownthreethousandfeet.’

Seeingthisphrase,Geraldfellintoconfusion.

Wasn’titaphrasefromaclassicalpoem?

Whatdidhemeanbythis?

Whatwasthehiddenmessagebehindthis?

Soonafter,Geraldturnedonhiscomputerandstartedsearchingforinformationaboutthephraseof

thepoem.

However,Geraldcouldn’tfigureoutthemeaningofthisphraseinthepoematall.

Ding!

Rightthen,Gerald’sphonerang.

Geraldtookitoutimmediatelyandsawanewsmessage.
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Uponlookingatthemessage,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmomentarilypause.



“Waterthatcomescrashingdownfromthreethousandfeet…Couldthatbehintingatsomekindof

waterfall…?”

Afterthinkingaboutitforashortwhile,Geraldinstantlysteppedoutofhisoffice—makingsureto

properlylockthedoorbehindhim—beforedrivingofftothenewestwaterfallintheLeicomContinent.

Allofthis…itcouldn’tjustbepurecoincidence.

Thecluesthattheotherpartyprovidedmostprobablyinvolvedincidentsthatwerehappeningaround

Gerald,andifGerald’sthoughtprocesswascorrect,thentheoldpoemwasprobablyhintingthatthere

wasahostageinthatarea…

Whateverthecasewas,afterabouthalfanhour,GeraldarrivedatDurduffMountainwherethenewest

waterfallwaslocated.TheareaitselfhadthelargestmountainrangeinalloftheLeicomContinent,

leadingmanytouriststohavetheirvacationshere.

Regardless,uponenteringthemountain,Geraldblendedinwiththecrowd.Afterfollowingthemfora

while,heeventuallyarrivedatthenewestwaterfall…

Lookingup,Geraldsawthatitwasbarelyevenahundredfeettall.Whileitcertainlydidn’thaveaheight

ofthreethousandfeet,Geraldwaswellawarethattheancientpoem’sdescriptionwassimplya

hyperbole.Afterall,didawaterfallspanningthreethousandfeetevenexist?

Withthat,Geraldimmediatelyresumedlookingforhintswhileeveryoneelsewasstillaweingatthe

waterfall.

Whilelookingaround,thecornerofGerald’seyecaughtaglimpseofwhatappearedtobearather

narrowandmysterious-lookingboulevardontheleftofthewaterfall.Fromthelooksofit,onlyone

personcouldpassthroughatatime…



Still,Geraldfeltcompelledtoheadthere,whichwaswhyheimmediatelydidjustthat…

Afterwalkingforabit,heeventuallyarrivedattheopeningofalargecave.Beforehecouldeven

venturein,however,hesuddenlyheardsomeonefrominsidecryingout,“H-help…!”

Hearinghowanxiousthefemininevoice’scrieswere,Geraldimmediatelydeducedthatshewasingrave

danger.Withthat,heboltedrighttowardthesourceofhervoicewithoutanyhesitation!

Asthescreaminggrewlouder,Geraldsooncaughtsightofawomanwhohadbeentiedtoastonepillar.

Withwaterappearingtoconstantlydripfromaboveher,itcertainlyexplainedwhyshewassodrenched.

Runningovertofreeher,Geraldalsonoticedthatbothhereyeswerebloodshot,signifyingjusthow

longshehadbeentrappedhere…

Eitherway,uponseeingGerald,theoverjoyedwomaninstantlycriedout,“H-hello!P-please,save

me…!”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenretrievedasmallknifefromhisbackpackbeforeeasilyfreeingthe

womanfromtherope.

Realizingthatshewasfinallyfree,therelievedwomaninstantlyhuggedGeraldtight.

Notevenflinchingfromthat,Geralddidn’tbeataroundthebushandimmediatelyasked,“You’resafe

now.Regardless,mayIknowhowlongyou’vebeentrappedinhere,miss?”



Hearingthat,thewomanshookherheadbeforereplying,“…That…I’mnottoosure,honestly…AllI

rememberisthatIwasknockedunconsciousbysomeoneasIwasheadinghomelastnight…Upon

wakingup,Iwasalreadyhere…”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrownedbeforeasking,“…Isee.Priortogettingknockedout,are

youabsolutelysureyoudidn’tcomeacrossanyweirdsituationsonyourwayhome?”

Shakingherheadagain—andfeelingslightlyconfusedastowhyshewasbeingaskedallthis—,the

womanthenreplied,“Notatall.Afterall,Ialwaysgetoffworkataroundeight.Whileit’struethatI

leaveworkalone,Ialsodrive,yousee,andImakeitahabittogostraighthomeafterofficehours…”

AsGeraldregisteredherreply,thecornerofhiseyessuddenlycaughtaglimpseofwhatappearedtobe

apurpleenvelopethathadbeenslippedintoastonewithatinycreviceonitsside…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenwalkedoverandpickeditup.

“…Huh?Anenvelope…?”mumbledtheconfusedwoman.

“…Whateverthecaseis,you’resafenow,miss.Evenso,I’llneedyoutoreportwhathappenedtoyouto

theGrandCouncil.Also,pleasebemorecarefulinthefuture!”
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Geraldhaddeliberatelyavoidedherquestionsothatshewouldn’tasktoomuch.



Gettingthehint,thewomanthennoddedbeforequicklyleavingthecave.

Seeingthatshewasnowgone,Geraldquicklyopenedtheletterandbeganreadingthroughit…

‘Congratulationsonfindingthefirsthostage,Mr.Crawford!Nowhurryalongandgofindwherethenext

hostageis!There’snomoneyhiddenhere!’

Afterreadingthroughtheletter,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.Anotherancientpoem…?Theculprit

reallyenjoyedusingancientpoemsasclues,didn’the?

Regardless,thehintthistimewasprettystraightforward.Sincethepoemincludedtheword‘money’,it

wasonlyfairtoassumethatthenexthostagecouldbefoundinabank.

However…whichbank?TherewerewaytoomanybanksintheLeicomContinentforGeraldtofindthe

rightoneinsuchashortamountoftime.

Realizingthathewasn’tgoingtogetanythingdonejustbyspeculatingherealone,Geraldimmediately

leftthearea,intentonstudyingthecluewithReybackattheoffice.

Thesecondhegotintohiscar,however,heimmediatelyreceivedacallfromanunknownnumber.

“Itappearsthatyou’verescuedthefirsthostage,Mr.Crawford.I’mguessingyou’vefoundthepurple

envelopeaswell,then?”

WhileGeraldcouldtellthatthespeakerwasamale,hisvoicewasweird,tosaytheleast.Whateverthe



casewas,Geraldthenretorted,“Ihave,alsof*ckyou.Youwon’tgetawaywithallofthis!I’llmakesureI

captureyouifit’sthelastthingIdo!”

Followingthat,Geraldimmediatelyhungup,notwantingtowastehisbreathonthisstrangeman.

Withthat,GeraldthendroveJuno’scarbacktohisoffice.Sincehisowncarhadpreviouslybeenblown

up,hecouldonlyusehersforthemoment…

Regardless,uponenteringhisoffice,GeraldwasinstantlygreetedbythesightofReyandtwoothers

inside.

SeeingthatGeraldwasback,Reytookthechancetoask,“Mr.Crawford,you’reback!Wheredidyou

headoffsoearlyinthemorning?”

Sinceallthreeofthemhadn’tseenGeraldallmorning,theyallhadahunchthathehadprobablygone

offtodosomepersonalinvestigating.

Eitherway,despiteRey’squestion,Geraldsimplyordered,“Rey,Ineedyoutoimmediatelystart

investigatingthephrase,‘There’snomoneyhiddenhere’!”

Notevenbotheringtoaskwhy,Reyimmediatelyheadedtohiscomputertogettoworkashereplied,

“Loudandclear!”

WhileReywasusedtonotgettingimmediateanswersfromGerald,Junowasn’t.Withthatinmind,she

quicklywalkeduptohimbeforeasking,“What’swrong,Gerald…?”



Hearingthat,GeraldretrievedthepurpleenvelopefromhispocketbeforehandingittoJuno.

Afterreadingthroughit,shemomentarilyappearedshocked,thoughthatwastobeexpected.

WhatGeraldhadn’texpected,however,wasthefactthatJunowouldsuddenlysay,“…I…IthinkIknow

wheretheletterispointingto!Ifmyguessiscorrect,itshouldbereferringtoabankorataxbuilding…

Andthere’sonlyoneplaceIcanthinkofwherebothbuildingscanbefoundclosetogether!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldimmediatelyknewtheareaJunowasreferringto.Withthatinmind,he

pattedRey’sshoulderbeforesaying,“Youheardher.Let’sheadthererightnow!”

Withthat,GeraldandReyboltedoutoftheofficebeforespeedilydrivingtowardthetaxbuildingJuno

hadtalkedabout.

SinceJuno’sguessmadetotalsense,Geraldhadafeelingthatthesecondhostagewasdefinitelygoing

tobethere…
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Whiletheywereontheirwaythere,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“So…mindfillingmein,Mr.Crawford…?”

TurningtolookatReyforamoment,Geraldthenreplied,“Rememberthatcallfromyesterday?”

Noddinginresponse,Reythensaid,“Ido.Thatpersonsaidhewantedtoplayagamewithyou…Don’t

tellmeit’salreadystarted?”



“Ithas.Thatpersonhaschallengedmetorescuesixhostages,andI’vealreadyrescuedonethismorning.

We’recurrentlyonourwaytorescuethesecondone!”explainedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reyfoundhimselfmomentarilyspeechless.NowonderGeraldhadn’tbeenaroundthis

morning…Hehadalreadysavedsomeonewhiletheywerestillbarelyawake!

DisregardinghowstunnedReylooked,Geraldthenadded,“Eitherway,thatphraseItoldyouto

investigateearlier,‘There’snomoneybeinghiddenhere,’directlyrelatestothesecondhostage’s

location,whichiswhywe’recurrentlytargetingthebanknearthetaxbuilding!”

JustasGeraldcompletedhisexplanation,bothofthemarrivedattheentranceofthetaxbuilding.

Aftergettingoff,theduobeganlookingaroundforthebank,andsoonenough,theyfoundit.However,

sinceitwastheweekend,thebankwasclosed,andonlytheself-servicebank—attheside—remained

open.

“Closed,huh…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford?”mumbledReyashelookedatGerald.

“I’msuretheculpritanticipatedthebankbeingclosedtodayaswell.Withthatinmind,thesecond

hostageshouldbewithintheonlyoperationalpartofabankonaweekend,thatbeing….”

“Theself-servicebank!”yelledtheduoatthesametime.



Nowthattheyhadcometothisconclusion,bothmenrushedintotheself-servicebankandimmediately

beganlookingaround.

Ashortwhilelater,Rey—whohadsearchedhighandlowforcluesofwherethehostagecould

be—couldn’thelpbutsay,“…Theredoesn’tappeartobeanyonehere,Mr.Crawford…Couldwehave

beenmistaken…?”

“Negative.I’msureJunomadetherightguess!”repliedGeraldwithoutanyhesitation.

Thehostagewasdefinitelyhere.Theyjusthadn’tfoundthemyet.

Thankfully,sincethereweren’ttoomanypeoplearound—duetoitbeingtheweekend—aftertheduo

wentsilentforawhile,theywereabletohearfaintknockingsoundscomingfrombehindthem!

Turningaround,Reyperkedhisears…beforepointingatoneoftheATMmachinesandshouting,“It’s

comingfromthethirdATM,Mr.Crawford!”

Noddinginagreement,bothofthemthenhurriedovertothemachine…

AsGeraldsquattedandbeganinvestigatingtheATM,theduowascaughtslightlyoffguardwhenthey

heardavoicecomingfromtheareawhereonewouldusuallysliptheircardsinto!

Thevoiceitselfwasfeminine,anditwascallingoutinaweakvoice,“H-help…Please…”

Hearingthat,Reyinstantlyyelled,“We’vefoundthesecondhostage!Wereallydidcometotheright

place!”



“Indeed,butit’stooearlytobecelebrating!GocalltheGrandCouncil,Rey!Tellthemtosendpeople

overtoopenthismachineup!”orderedGerald.

“Rogerthat!”repliedReyashequicklyfishedhisphoneoutandbegancallingtheGrandCouncil…
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Abouthalfanhourlater,peoplesentbytheGrandCouncilcouldbeseenrushingoveralongsideafewof

thebank’sstaff,allofthemappearinganxious.Afterall,itwasdefinitelyflabbergastingtolearnthata

personwaslockedinsideanATMmachine.

AfteraboutanothertenminutesofpryingtheATMopen,theyfinallymanagedtorevealwhatwas

inside…

JustasGeraldandReyhaddeduced,theretrulywasawomantrappedinside!Tomakematterseven

moreshocking,shewasoneofthebank’sstaff!

Regardless,oncethewomanwashurriedlysenttothehospital,thosesentoverbytheGrandCouncil

beganinspectingthescene…

Fromwhattheycouldgather,thelid—atthebackofthemachine—hadbeendeliberatelyweldedtightly

bytheperpetrator…

Astheycontinuedinvestigating,oneofthesupervisorsretrievedapurpleenvelopefromwithinthe

machineasheasked,“…Hmm?Aletter?”



Hearingthat,Geraldimmediatelytookitfromhim.Thesupervisorhimselfmadenoefforttostophim.

Afterall,GeraldhadbecomequitefamousamongthoseintheGrandCouncil,whichexplainedwhyhe

wasawareofwhoGeraldwasandwhyheknewbetterthantomeddleintheyouth’sbusiness.

Inanycase,withtheletternowinhishands,GeraldthenledRaybackintothecar…

Onceinside,Geraldimmediatelyopenedtheenvelope…butinsteadofamessage,theonlythinginside

wasapinkhairpin…

“…Hmm?Ahairpin…?”mutteredGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

‘Thisisanewone…Wastherereallyaneedtomakesuchamajorchangeinhowyougiveyourclues

out?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

Whiletwoheadsweredefinitelybetterthanone,neitherofthemcouldfigureoutwhatthedealwas

withthehairpin.

Duetothat,theduoeventuallygaveupforthemomentanddecidedtoreturntotheofficefirst.

Womenwouldprobablyknowmoreabouthairpinsthanthem,andthankfully,theyhadJunoandYrsa

ontheirside.Withanyluck,they’dbeabletodecipherthemessagebehindthehairpin…

Withthatinmind,uponreturningtothefirm,Geraldinstantlyhandedthehairpintoherbeforesaying,

“Say,Juno,havealookatthishairpin.IfIwantedtobuysomethingsimilar,wherecouldIgetit?”

Takingthehairpinandfrowningslightly,Junothenbroughtitwithhertothecomputerandquickly

beganresearchingit…



Shortlyafter,sheexclaimed,“I’vegotit!It’saspecialhairpinthat’scurrentlybeingdistributedtoallthe

staffmembersofoneofthebanks!They’regivenoutinpairs!”

Hearingthat,Reywasmomentarilystunned.Aftergatheringhisthoughts,hethenturnedtofaceGerald

beforesaying,“…Youknow,thewomanwesavedbeforehadasimilarhairpinon!However,I’mpretty

suresheonlyhadoneon,whichiswhyI’massumingthispinishers!Nowonderthehairpinfeltso

familiarwhenyoufirsttookitoutoftheletter!”

“What?Areyouabsolutelysure?”askedGerald.

“Positive!”repliedRey.

“Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’sheadtothehospital!”declaredGeraldasheandReyboltedoutof

theofficeagain,drivingstraightforthehospital…

Whiledriving,Gerald—whonowunderstoodthattheincidenthadbeentoostraightforwardforittobe

over—waspromptedtosay,“Theincidentisfarfromover…FreeingthatgirlfromtheATMwasonlythe

firststep!Withthatinmind,wehaven’tmovedpastthecrisisregardingthesecondhostage!”

Forgetthethirdhostage,theyweren’tevendonesavingthesecondoneyet!Regardless,nowthat

Geraldwassurethattheincidentwasn’toveryet,heknewthathehadtoprotectthesecondhostageat

allcosts.

“Isee…Howabominableouropponentis…!Tothinkthathe’dfooluslikethis!”grumbledRey.

Eitherway,theduosoonarrivedatthehospital…



Afterquicklyinquiringaboutthewoman,theyrealizedthatshehadleftthehospitalnottoolongago!
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Hearingthat,GeraldandReydashedoutofthehospital,hopingtocatchupwiththewoman.Asthey

rushedout,theduothankfullystoppedjustintimetoavoidgettingrunoverbyaspeedingblackcar!

“Wherethehelldidyoulearntodrive,b*stard?!”scowledReyasheglaredwhilepointingattheblack

car.

Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasmuchmoreinterestedinthepurpleletterthathadflutteredoutofthe

carandwasnowlyingontheground.

Quicklyopeningit,Geraldthenreadtheletter…

‘Thesecondgamehasofficiallybegun!’

“Thatutterb*stard…!”growledGeraldashecrumpledtheletterup,knowingfullwellthathehadbeen

asteptoolate.

Sincetheenvelopehadcomefromthatblackcar,thecarwasundoubtedlythekey!

Still,nowwasn’tthetimetofeelsorryforhimself.Withthat,Geraldbeganrunningtowardtheircar

whileshouting,“Hurry,Rey!Wehavetopursuethem!”



Oncebothofthemwereinside,Geraldsteppedontheaccelerator,sendingthecarlungingforward!

Sincetheblackcarwaslonggone,Geraldcouldonlyspeedinthedirectionhehadlastseentheblackcar

in.

Unfortunately,eventhoughGeraldacceleratedalltheway,soonenough,heunderstoodthathehad

losttheblackcarforgood…

Thinkingthesamething,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”

Neitherofthemevenknewhowtoproceedsincetheculpritwasalwaysonestepaheadofthem…

AsGeraldwonderedhowtoevenreplytoRey,hisphonesuddenlybeganringing.

Immediatelyknowingwhothecallerwas,theangeredGeraldpickeditupandroared,“Youb*stard!

Whatthehelldoyouwant?Areyoufoolingaroundwithme?!”

Laughingmaniacally,thecallerthenmocked,“Notsocalmanymore,eh,Mr.Crawford?It’snotyour

styletobethismanic!”

“…Don’tgettoosmugjustyet!I’lldefinitelycaptureyou…!”sneeredGerald.

“Hah!Bemyguest!Ifyoucan,thatis!Regardless,let’smeetattheMoonObservationDeckatseven

tonight!Ifyoudon’tcome,well…thiswomanisn’tgoingtobealiveformuchlonger!”scoffedtheman

beforehangingupthephone.

TheMoonObservationDeckwasaviewingplatformintheLeicomContinentthatwasonlyopenatnight.

Fromupthere,onecouldseetheentirecontinent…



Regardless,sincetheperpetratorhadmadeanappointmentthere,Geraldwassurethatsomethingwas

definitelygoingtohappenattheobservationdeck.Evenso,whatchoicedidhehavebuttoobeythe

scoundrel’sorders…

Withthat,GeraldandReythendrovetotheMoonObservationDeck…Whileitwasstillnoonbythe

timetheyarrived,theirwaitinthecardidn’tfeellongatall.

Soonenough,theclockstrucksevenandtheMoonObservationDeckbecameopentothepublic.With

thatinmind,itbarelytookafewminutesfortheentireplacetobepackedwithpeople.Everyonehad

comeovertoenjoythenightviewfromthefamedobservationdeck…

Well,everyoneexceptforGeraldandRey.Theywereheretosavesomeone.

Eitherway,nowthattheobservationdeckwasfinallyopen,theduogotoutoftheircarand

immediatelybeganlookingforthatwoman…Totheirdismay,nomatterhowmuchtheylooked,they

simplycouldn’tfindanytracesofher!

“…Couldthatb*stardbeplayingaroundwithusagain…?”speculatedReywithaslightfrownonhisface.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldgavenoresponse.However,itwasshortlyafterwhenGeraldnoticedthe

presenceofaratheroddspot.

Pausingforamoment,Geraldthensaid,“…Comewithme.IthinkIhavealead!”

Withthat,ReybeganrunningafterGeraldwhowasalreadyboltingtowardthatplace…
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Soonenough,theduoarrivedatwhatappearedtobeasuspendedplatform.

Lookingupandpointingtowardit,Geraldthenshouted,“Upthere!”

AsReyturnedtolookup,hewassurprisedtoseethehairofawomanhangingfromthesideofthe

platform!

Itdidn’ttakeageniustofigureoutthatthewomanlyinguptherewasnoneotherthanthebankstaff

membertheyhadpreviouslysavedfromtheATMmachine!Tobecapturedagainimmediatelyafter

beingreleasedfromthehospital…Whatanunfortunatewoman…

Atthatmoment,bothofthemnoticedthatafigurehadbeenstaringintentlyatthemfromsome

rockeryformationsnearby.

Seeingthat,Geraldordered,“…Gosavethatwoman,Rey.I’mhuntingthatpersondown!”

Followingthat,Geraldboltedstraightforthefigure,believingthathewasdefinitelytheculpritbehind

allthis!

Asheswiftlygainedonthenowfleeingman,thefrustratedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutyell,“Stoprunning,

youcoward!”



ToGerald’ssurprise,themandidasGeraldtold.

Afterhisabrupthalt,themanthenslowlyturnedaroundtolookatGerald—whohadstoppedinhis

tracksaswell—beforesayinginasinistervoice,“So,wefinallymeet,Mr.Crawford!”

“…Whothehellareyou…”growledGeraldasheglareddaggersattheman.

“Hah!I’mjustsomeonewho’sabouttodie!”repliedthemanasheslowlyslidhishoodofftorevealhis

face…

OnlyforthenowstunnedGeraldtorealizethatthepersonwasfaceless!

Blank,smooth,andwhite,theexpressionlesspersonwould’veterrifiedanyordinarypersontothepoint

offainting!Thankfully,Geraldwasnoordinaryperson.

“You…You’renothuman,areyou!”yelledGeraldashestaredatthefacelessman.

“ThatI’mnot!Thoughthesameappliestoyoutoo,no?Still,unlikeyouwho’sonlyhalfghost,I’man

actualdeadpersonwhodieddrowning!”sneeredthestrangeman.

“…Alright,so…Whydidyoucomelookingformethen…?”askedGeraldwhowasnowmoreconfused

thananything.

“Listenup!MynameisYorrekGurlandandIdrownedinariverthreeyearsago!Theonewhodrowned

mewasnoneotherthanthechairmanoftheEmberLordGroup,theEmberLordhimself!Regardless,

afterfindingoutthatyouhadkilledtheEmberLord,Ijustcouldn’tcometotermswithit,whichiswhyI

camelookingforyou!”declaredYorrek.



NowunderstandingthatthispersonhadcomelookingforhimforkillingtheEmberLord,Geraldthen

replied,“…Couldn’tcometoterms?I’mnotsurewhatyourthoughtprocessis,butshouldn’tyoube

thankingmenow?Afterall,I’vetechnicallyavengedyoubykillinghim!”

“Silence!Heshouldhavediedbymyhands!Youruinedeverything!”roaredYorrekalmosthysterically.

Hearingthat,GeraldcouldimmediatelytellhowdeephishatredwastowardtheEmberLord.Tothink

thatYorrekwouldbesoreluctanttolethimgo,evenaftertheEmberLord’sdeath…

“…Well,whateverthecaseis,he’salreadydead!Whatelsedoyouwant?”askedGerald.

“Heh!Whilehe’sdead,you’restillalive!Sinceyou’retheonewhokilledhim,I’mholdingyou

responsibleforallthis!Withthatsaid,I’mkillingyouashissubstitute!”retortedYorrekinafrigidtone.
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“…Oh?Doyoureallythinkyou’recapableofgettingridofme?”retortedGeraldashelookedatYorrek

withadisdainfulexpression.



Forgetgettingridofhim,Yorrekwasprobablyincapableofevenharminghim!

“Whileit’struethatIcan’tpersonallykillyou,Icanstillgetridofothers!”sneeredYorrekbefore

immediatelydashingtowardGerald!

Seeingthat,GeraldquicklydrewtheAstrabyssSword,readytoslashYorrekwhenhecamewithinrange!

However,intheverynextsecond,Yorrekseemedtojustdisappearintothinair!DespiteGeraldhaving

hisswordattheready,Yorrekappearedtohavesuccessfullyescaped…

Whileitwascertainlydisappointing,GeraldwassurethatthegamebetweenhimandYorrekwasn’t

overyet.Infact,thismeetingprobablysymbolizedthetruestartofthegames…

Fastforwardtosometimelater,Rey—whoappearedquiteflustered—couldn’thelpbutlookatGerald,

histonebrimmingwithadmirationashesaid,“You’re…reallyamazing,youknowthat,Mr.Crawford?”

“AmI?”repliedGeraldinahumbletone.

Toexplainwhatledtothisexchangeofwords,let’sgobacktowhenGeraldfirstregroupedwithReyat

thecarpark.Bythatpoint,ReyhadalreadysavedthewomanandhewassimplywaitingforGeraldto

return.

WhenhefinallysawGerald,hewasabouttocalloutwhenallofasudden,Geralddisappeared!Thenext

thingReyknew,agustofwindhadrushedpasthim,andasecondlater,allofTyson’smen—whohad

beenlyinginambush—couldbeseenlyingontheground,defeated.Geraldwastheonlyonewho

remainedstandinginthemiddle…



Naturally,thathadstunnedReygreatly,andhebecamesurerthaneverthatGeraldwasactuallysome

kindofmythicalbeing…Thinkingback,ittrulywasawisedecisiontoremainbyGerald’sside.

Geraldhimselffoundthosementobetrivialaffairs.Afterall,itbarelytooksecondsforhimtodefeatall

ofthem.

Whilehispastselfwould’vesurelybeenafraidinthatsituation—duetohislackofabilitybackthen—,

hispresentselfwasdifferent.HewasnolongerafraidofgoingagainstpeoplelikeTysonoranyone

possessingthatlevelofstrength.

“Ofcourse,youare!Youwereabletobeatthosetenmenliketheywerenothing!Whatmore,youwere

sofastthatIwasn’tevenabletowitnessyoudefeatingallofthem!”

“Barelypraiseworthy.Theywerejusttooweak!Speakingofwhich,callitagutfeeling,butitseemedlike

thosemenwerejusttryingtostealsomethingfromyou.AmIcorrect?Andifso,whatweretheytrying

toobtain?”repliedGeraldrathercuriously.

“…That…”mutteredRey,soundingslightlyhesitanttoreply.

SeeingRey’shesitation,Geraldthensaid,“…Ifit’sinconvenienttoshare,justforgetaboutit.Iwon’t

forceyou!”

ThefactthatReywasbeingsowaryaboutsharingtheinformationmusthavemeantthattheitemwas

extremelyextraordinaryandspecialtohim…

“…Ratherthanitbeinginconvenienttome,I’mjustworriedthatit’llbringtroubletoyou!Forcontext,



thisitemIhave…It’sunique,tosaytheleast…”repliedRey.

Reywasn’tlyingwhenhesaidthateither.Afterall,ifheendedupbringunnecessarytroubletoGerald’s

doorstep,hewouldsurelyendupbeingfilledwithself-reproach…

Evenso,Rey’swarningonlymadeGeraldevenmorecuriousthanbefore.

“…NowI’mreallycurious.Justtellmewhatitisalready.Don’tworry,I’mstrongerthanyoucouldever

imagine.Whoknows,Icouldevenhelpyousolvewhat’sbeentroublingyou!Besides,I’drathernothave

youbearsuchagreatriskalone!”saidGerald.
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SeeingthatGeraldhadhitthebrakes,Reytookthechancetotakeawoodenboxoutfromhisbackpack.

Theboxitselfhadapaintingresemblingaspideronthelid…

Followingthat,Reyslowlyopenedthewoodenbox…Revealingasingleblackbead.

“Theitemtheywereafter…isthisbead!”saidReyashehandedtheboxtoGerald.

Takingthebox,Geraldthenstaredattheblackbead…andbarelyasecondlater,thebeadmomentarily

glowedred!

Seeingthat,bothofthemexchangedglanceswitheachother.Itappearedthatbothofthemhad

witnessedthesamething.



“…Whereonearthdidyouevengetthisthing?”askedGeraldafterashortpause.

“Well,rememberwhenwewentforatriptothecountryside?Ifounditbyasmallriverandsimplyfelt

compelledtopickitup…Lateron,TysonandtheothersrealizedthatIhadthebox,andtheyinstantly

wantedmetohandittothemthoughIrefused…”repliedRey.

“Isee…Haveanystrangeincidentshappenedtoyouafteryoutookthebox?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reytookamomenttothinkaboutit.

Afterquiteawhile,Reyeventuallysaid,“…Cometothinkofit,thereisoneincident…Backthen,Iwas

justreturninghomewhenthebeadsuddenlybeganemittingared,dazzlingglow…Truthbetold,Iwas

surethatitwasgoingtoexplodebackthen!However,theglowsimplydimmedafterthat,andthebead

hasn’tbehavedstrangelyeversince…”

“…Aredglow…Youmeantheonewejustwitnessed?”

“Bingo.Regardless,doyouhaveanyideawhatthisblackbeadevenis,Mr.Crawford…?”askedReyashe

lookedatGerald.

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyshookhishead.Whilehehadn’ttheslightestcluewhatthebeadwasused

for,hedidknowthatitwasbrimmingwiththeauraofanevilspirit.Withthatinmind,thebeadwas

definitelybadnews.

Withthatinmind,afterlookingatthebeadforawhilelonger,Geraldthenclosedthewoodenbox



beforereturningittoRey.

“Holdontothisfirst,Rey.Oncewegetbacktotheoffice,I’llhavesomeonelookatit.Withanyluck,

we’llbeabletofindoutmoreaboutitshistory!”saidGeraldinareassuringtone.

Noddinginresponse,Reythenreplied,“Loudandclear,Mr.Crawford!”

AftermakingsurethattheboxwassafelyreturnedintoRey’sbackpack,Geraldthenstartedthecar’s

engineagainbeforedrivingstraightfortheoffice…

Uponreturning,theduosawthatJunohadalreadypreparedeverythingforthetrip.

“I’vepackedalltheequipmentwe’llbeneeding,Gerald!We’reallsettogo!”reportedJuno.

“Excellent.We’llbeheadingoffatdawnthen!”declaringGeraldasheturnedtofacebothJunoandRey.

“…Well,ifyouinsist…”repliedRey,sensinghowsincereGerald’sconcernwastowardhim.

Withthat,abriefscreechingoftirescouldbeheard…
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“Copythat!”repliedbothofthem.

Sincetheyweregoingintotheadventuremostlyblind,allthreeofthemhadnoideawhattroublesto

evenexpect.Withthatinmind,alltheycoulddowaspreparedifferenttacticsandequipmentinhopes



thatitwouldallowthemtobereadyenoughtodealwiththesituationstheyeventuallycameacross.

Still,withGeraldthere,JunoandReyundoubtedlyfeltmuchmoreassured.Afterall,theduoknewthat

Geraldwouldneverletanythinghappentothem.

Regardless,allthreeofthemturnedinearlythatnight.Afterall,theywereembarkingonanew

adventurethenextday,sotheyneededtobewell-restedandbeingoodshape.

Ateightthenextmorning,thetriotookonemorelookatGerald’smap—thatOldFlinthadgiven

them—beforegettingintotheircaranddrivingforSunsetVillage…

Fromtheirstartingpoint,itwouldtakeapproximatelytwodaysbeforetheywouldarrivethere.With

thatinmind,theywouldhavetospendtwowholedaysontheroad…

WhileGeraldspeedilydrovealongthehighway,Juno—whowasseatedattheshotgunseat—passedthe

timebyreadingabookentitled,‘YinandYangTheory’,thatshehadborrowedfromRey’shouse.

ItwasawhilelaterwhenJunoclosedthebookforamoment…Anditwasalsothenwhensherealized

something.

“…Say,thebookdoesn’tspecifywhotheauthoris!”mutteredJuno.

“Yeah,Irealizedthattoo.Iwonderiftheyjustforgottoaddtheauthor’snameinwhilepublishingit…”

repliedReywhohadevidentlyrealizedthatmuchearlieron,thoughhedidn’tparticularlyfindit

noteworthy.

“Forgot?Suchbookshavetoundergostrictexamination!Withouttheauthor’sname,thebookcouldn’t



havebeenpublishedinthefirstplace!Atleastnotlegally!”repliedJuno.

“Well,there’salsothecaseofthebook’sauthorbeingaspecialperson.Withthatinmind,theauthor

could’veeasilybypassedtheneedofhavingtheirnamewrittenonthecovertobepublished!”said

Gerald,puttinghistwocentsin.

“…Whenyouputitthatway,itdoesmakequiteabitofsense!”repliedJunoinagreement.

“Still…Iftheauthortrulyisthatspecial,thendoesn’tthatmakethebookveryspecialaswell?Why

wouldtheystillchoosetopublishitthen?”saidReyinaconfusedtone.

“Avalidquestion.Still,apublishedbookwithamysteriousauthor…Iwonderifthebookholdsany

secretsinit…”mutteredJuno.

“…Speakingofwhich,didthebookmentionanythingaboutthetokenofDemonicBlood?Fromthe

DemonicBloodClan?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Junobeganflippingthroughthepages…andafterawhile,sherealizedthattherewere

mentionsofthetoken!

“Thereare…Apparently,thetokenofDemonicBloodisadivineartifactoftheDemonicBloodClan.It

canbeusedtoruleallghostsandspirits!”repliedJuno.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedslightly.Asitturnedout,whatOldFlinthadtoldhimwastrue.



“…Say…AreweheadingtoSunsetVillageforthetokenofDemonicBlood…?”askedReywhoappeared

tohavecaughtontosomething.

JunoturnedtolookatGeraldaswellwhensheheardthat.

“Weare,actually.We’regoingtothemostfeminineplacetolookfortheDemonicBloodClan’sterritory.

Withanyluck,we’llfinallybeabletoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood!”repliedGeraldwithoutthe

slightesthesitation.

Sinceallthreeofthemwereinthistogether,Geraldfoundlittlereasontohidesuchcrucialinformation.
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“…Isee…Evenso,itwon’tbeeasytogetthattoken…Afterall,thebookalsostatesthatmanyothers

haveattemptedtoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood.Intheend,notonlydidallofthemfail,butthey

allhadtopayheavypricesaswell…”repliedJuno.

“I’maware.Still,Ibelievethatwe’llultimatelybeabletoobtainthetoken!”declaredGeraldconfidently.

Afterall,thoughtheothersfailedtogetthetoken,Geralddidn’tnecessarilyhavetofailaswell.Gerald

wassurethatwithhowtimeshadchanged,thecapabilitiesofhisgenerationshouldbemuchharderfor

theDemonicBloodClantodealwith.Whatmore,withhowpowerfulhecurrentlywas,hetrulybelieved

thathehadtherighttoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood…

Regardless,afterdrivingfortwodays,thetriofinallyarrivedatSunsetVillage…



Uponarriving,GeraldtoldJunotolookforahotelforthemtostaythenight.Theywouldcontinuethe

secondstageoftheirjourneythenextday…

Followinghisorders,Junoquicklyfoundahigh-endhotelforthemtostayin.

Aftergettingtheirluggagetotheirrooms,thetriothenheadedtotherestaurantdownstairstohave

theirdinner.

Thesecondtheysteppedintotherestaurant,however,Reysuddenlyfrownedasheheldontohisbelly.

LookingatGeraldandJuno,hethensaid,“…I…mayneedtoheadtothewashroomforabit.Youtwogo

onahead,andorderwhateveryou’reorderingforme.I’mnotapickyeater,sodon’tworry!”

Followingthat,theduowatchedasReyhastilydashedforthebathroom.

Choosingnottothinkmuchofit,GeraldandJunothenfoundadiningtableforthreeandbegan

ordering…

ItwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenReyfinallyreturned.However,heappearednoticeablynervousas

hequicklywalkedovertoGerald’stable.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Is…somethingthematter?Whydoyoulookso

nervous?”

“…W-well…Yousee,whenIwasinthebathroomearlier…”stutteredReywhowassoundingratherout

ofbreath.



“Holdup.Drinksomewaterandcalmdownfirst…”saidJunoasshepassedaglassofwatertothe

anxiouslad.

Nodding,Reythentookasipofwaterbeforetakinginadeepbreath.Oncehewascalmer,Reythen

loweredhisheadbeforewhispering,“…Alright,so…WhileIwasatthewashroomearlier,Ioverhearda

conversationbetweentwomen…FromwhatI’vemanagedtogather,they’reherefortheDemonic

BloodClan,justlikeus!”

Hearingthat,bothGeraldandJunoimmediatelybeganlookingaroundtoseeifanyoneoverheardthat.

Oncetheyweresurethatnobodywasclosetothem,theyturnedbacktofaceRey.

“…Areyouabsolutelysureyoudidn’thearwrongly,Rey?”askedGeraldwithaserioustone.

“Onehundredpercent!”repliedReywithadeterminednod.

Basedonhowsurehelookedandsounded,theduodefinitelydidn’thaveanyfurtherdoubts.Asit

turnedout,thetriowasn’ttheonlyoneslookingfortheDemonicBloodClan…

“…Doyourememberwhattheduolookedlike?”askedGeraldafterabriefpause.

Uponhearingthatquestion,Reyimmediatelybeganlookingaround…untilfinally,hefoundthetwo

peoplehehadeavesdroppedonbackinthebathroom.

Subtlypointingtowardthemen—whowereseatedquiteclosetothem—,Reythenwhispered,“That’s

them!”



TurningtolookatwhereReywaspointing,Geraldsawfourblack-robedmensittingaroundadining

table.Evenfromafar,hecouldalreadytellthattheseweren’tgoodpeople…
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“…Bothofyou,stayhere.I’mheadingtheretohavealook!”instructedGeraldashegotupandtookhis

emptyglassbeforewalkinginthedirectionwherethefourmenweresitting.

Sincethecustomershadtorefilltheirowndrinksinthisrestaurant,itwasperfectlynormalforGeraldto

getmorewaterforhimself.Onhisreturntrip,however,hemadesureto‘accidentally’drophisglass

rightnexttothefourmen’stable!

Seeingthatsomeofthewaterhadaccidentallysplashedontoafewofthemen’spants,Geraldquickly

reachedfortheglasswhile‘apologetically’saying,“I-I’msorry!”

Inresponse,oneofthemensimplygotGerald’sglassforhimbeforehandingitbacktotheyouthwhile

saying,“It’sfine.Bemorecareful!”

“I-Iwill!”repliedGeraldashenoticedthetattooontheman’swristwhiletakinghisglassback.

Followingthat,hethenhurriedbacktohisdiningtable.Thesecondhesatdown,however,his

expressioninstantlyturnedslightlyunpleasant…

Noticingthechangeinhismood,Junowaspromptedtoask,“…What’swrong,Gerald?Didyoumanage

togatheranything…?”



“…Well,forone,thosearen’tordinarypeople…TheybelongtotheSoulHunterorganization!”

whisperedGerald.

“TheSoulHunters?That’sthem?Tothinkthey’dbehereaswell!”repliedtheshockedJunoinahushed

voice.

Raisingaslightbrow,Reythenasked,“…Um…WhoexactlyaretheSoulHunters…?”

Asthenamesuggested,theSoulHunterswereanorganizationthatspecializedinhuntingandkilling

ghostsandspirits.Naturally,theyalsopossessedspecialequipmentthatwouldhelpthemdetectthe

presenceofwhattheyhunted.

Regardless,GeraldignoredRey’squestionbeforesaying,“…Sincethey’relookingfortheDemonicBlood

Clan’sterritory,they’redefinitelyafterthetokenofDemonicBloodaswell…”

Ifthatgroupmanagedtogettheirhandsonthetoken,thentheconsequenceswouldbenear

unimaginable…Afterall,theywouldbeabletoruleovereveryghostandspiritontheplanet!Things

wouldsurelygooutofhandbythen!Withthatinmind,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtoletthem

havetheirway.

“Figuredasmuch…Still,whatarewegoingtodonow?Arewegettingridofthem?”askedJuno.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Negative.Whileit’struethatthereareonlyfourofthem,ifI

attackthemnow,IfearthattheentireSoulHunterorganizationwillcomeafterustohavetheirrevenge.

Thatwouldn’tbebeneficialatall.Withthatinmind,Iproposethatwespyonthemfirst.”

Hearingthat,Junocouldonlyagree.



Withthat,thetriothenreturnedtotheirroomstorestaftertheirmeal.

Well,JunoandReydid.Geraldhimselfsimplycouldn’tallowhimselftoremainidle.Withthat,hebegan

meditating…andsoonenough,hewasabletohaveanout-of-bodyexperience.Withhismindnowfree

toexplore,Gerald—whowasnowinvisibletothenakedeye—immediatelybegansearchingforthefour

SoulHuntersagain.

Itdidn’ttakelongforhimtofindthem,butbythatpoint,allfourofthemwerealreadysneakilyleaving

thehoteldespitehowlateitwas.

Watchingastheyenteredthedarkness,Geraldknewthathehadtotailthem.

Afewminuteslater,thegroupofSoulHuntersfoundthemselvesapproachingaforest…Andstanding

beforethatforest,wasamysterious-lookingcloakedfigurewhohadhisbackagainstthem…Itwas

evidentthathewaswaitingthereforthem…

Seeinghim,thefourSoulHuntersthenhurriedlystoodatattention—behindtheman—before

respectfullydeclaring,“Leader!”
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Perfectlyhidden,Gerald—whohadbeensecretlymonitoringallthis—foundhimselfslightlysurprised.

TothinkthatthecloakedmanwasactuallytheleaderoftheSoulHunterorganization…Sincetheir

leaderwasalsopresent,itonlymadesensethatthiswasalarge-scalemission.Inotherwords,there

waspossiblygoingtobemoreSoulHuntersaround…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenthecloakedmanaskedhissubordinatesinafrigidtone,“I

trustnobodyknowsyourtrueidentitiesyet?”

“Worrynot,leader,forwe’veconcealedouridentitieswell!”repliedoneoftheSoulHunters.

“You’dbetterhave.Regardless,headforthephosphoritemountainareaatdawn.I’llbeheadingthere

firsttonight.Again,don’tgetfoundout!”instructedthecloakedman.

“Loudandclear,leader!”repliedallfouroftheSoulHuntersinunison.

Withtheirreply,thecloakedmanthenleapedintotheair,promptlydisappearingintothedarkof

night…

Afterwatchingallthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlystunned.Justashehadspeculated,theSoul

HunterswerehereforthetokenofDemonicBlood.Thefactthathecouldtellhowstrongtheleaderof

theSoulHunterorganizationwascertainlydidn’tmakehimfeelanybetter…

Regardless,sincehispartywasalsoplanningtoheadoutatdawn,therewasahighchancethatthey

weregoingtobumpintotheSoulHunterswhileheadingtothephosphoritemountainarea…

Undernormalcircumstances,eveniftheydidmeet,bothpartieswould’vejustignoredeachother.After



all,thefactthatthecultivatorsandtheSoulHuntershadcompletelydifferentbackgroundsmeantthat

therewaslittlereasonforthetwogroupstomeddlewitheachother.

Unfortunately,sincebothofthemwantedthesamething,conflictwasprettymuchinevitable.

Withthatinmind,afterthinkingaboutit,GeralddecidedthatitwouldbebesttotakeoutthefourSoul

Huntersbeforetheyevengottothephosphoritemountainarea.Bydoingso,hewouldatleastensure

thatthethreeofthemwouldhavefewerenemiestodealwithoncetheywereattheactuallocation.

Hismindmadeup,GeraldwatchedasthefourSoulHuntersbegantoleave…andoncetheywereclose

enough,Geraldmadehimselfvisibleashepunchedtheair,formingashockwavethatsentallfourofthe

SoulHuntersflyingbackward!

Ofcourse,theattackwasn’tlethal,andwhentheyrealizedwhathadassaultedthem,thefourmen

instantlyshouted,“Aghost?!”

AllofthemrecognizedGeraldasaghostduetohisbody’scurrentstate.

Eitherway,itwasclearthatnoneofthemhadanticipatedtobumpintoaghosthereofallplaces.Even

so,theyweretrainedprofessionals.

Withthat,allfourofthemquicklyregainedtheirwitsasoneoftheSoulHuntersangrilyshouted,“Quick!

Ganguponhim!”

Takingtheirdaggersoutinresponse,thefourindividualsthenbeganchargingtowardGerald!Since

thesepeopleactuallyhunteddownandkilledghostsandspirits,theywerenaturallymuchstronger

comparedtoordinarypeople.



Evenso,intheend,theywerenowherenearasstrongorfastasGerald,andGeraldknewit.Withthatin

mind,Geraldwasn’tabouttogetintimidatedbytheirgroupattackanytimesoon.

Instead,hesimplychosetoeasilydodgetheirattacks!

BeforetheSoulHunterscouldlaunchtheirsecondroundofattacks,Geraldswiftlygrabbedoneofthe

menbyhisthroat!

Unabletoreactintime,theotherthreeSoulHunterscouldonlystarewide-eyedasthesickeningsound

ofbonescrackingcouldbeheard…Andjustlikethat,oneofthemdiedfromabrokenneck!

Geraldhimselfsimplytossedthebodyasideascasuallyasitwasrubbish.

Asforthehunters,theyweresimplytoostupefiedtofeelhumiliated.Afterall,noneofthemcould’ve

imaginedthatGeraldwouldbethispowerful…
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“…Whatpower…Whatkindofmonsterevenareyou?!Regardless,webearnogrudgesagainstyou!

Whatreasondoyouhavetokillus?!”interrogatedoneoftheSoulHunters.

Afterall,hewasright.Geraldhadsimplyattackedthemoutoftheblue!Itcertainlyraisedquiteafew

questions.

“Hah!Idon’tneedtoexplainanything!”retortedGerald,findingitlaughablethattheyevenconsidered

thepossibilityofhimtellingthemhismotiveorhisidentity.Thatwassimplyimpossible!

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenmadehismove…andintheblinkofaneye,thethreeremainingSoul

Huntersfoundthemselvesdeadaswell.Tothinkthattheyweren’tevenabletofindoutwhoGerald

reallywasbeforedeath…

Regardless,nowthatallfourofthemweredead,Geraldbegansearchingtheirbodies…andeventually,

hefoundfourSoulHuntertokens.

Asthenamesuggested,thesetokensrepresentedtheirstatusasSoulHunters,andanyonewhowas

acceptedintotheorganizationwouldreceiveone.Eitherway,afterobtainingthetokens,Geraldkept

thembyhissidebeforeswiftlyleavingthescene…

Asforthefourcorpses,whilesomeonewouldprobablydiscoverthemthefollowingmorning,Gerald

wasn’ttooworriedaboutbeingasuspect.Afterall,hehadattackedtheminhisAvatarform,which

meantthathewouldn’thaveleftbehindanytracesofphysicalevidencenomatterwhathedid.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthathehadthefourtokens,Geraldfeltthatheandhispartywouldbeable

toenterthephosphoritemountainareaalotmoresmoothly.Attheveryleast,thetriowouldn’tbe

targetedtooquicklybyanyotherSoulHunterstheybumpedinto.



Whilethiswasslightlyunderhanded,allwasfairinloveandwar.Aslongashewasabletoobtainthe

tokenofDemonicBlood,Geralddidn’tminddoingallthis.

Regardless,Geraldquicklymadehiswaybackintohisphysicalbody—backatthehotel—before

promptlyfallingasleep…

Thenextmorning,allthreeofthemawokeprettyearlyandaftercheckingout,theyinstantlyheadedfor

theircar.Oncetheywereinside,JunoandReyraisedtheirheadsastheyheardGeraldsay,“Here,take

these!”

Raisingabrow,bothofthemthenextendedtheirhandsout…onlyforGeraldtohandaSoulHunter

tokentoeachofthem.

“…What’sthisthen?”askedReyinacurioustone.

“…SoulHuntertokens?Buthow?Andwhywouldyouhavethese?”exclaimedJunoinsurpriseasshe

turnedtolookatGerald.Thoughsheaskedthatquestion,shehadahunchastowhyhehadthese.

“IbumpedintothefourSoulHuntersthenightbeforeandafterdealingwiththem,ItooktheirSoul

Huntertokens!Withthem,it’llbemuchmoreconvenientforustoenterthephosphoritemountainarea

sincewewon’teasilybefoundoutbytheotherSoulHunters.Withanyluck,we’llbeabletokeepour

identitiesconcealedthroughouttheprocess!”explainedGerald.

Hearingthat,JunoandReyrealizedthatGeraldhadsecretlytakenoutthecompetitionthenightbefore.

Whatswiftaction!

“By,‘won’tbeeasilyfoundout’,doyoumeantosaythatweshouldpretendtobeSoulHunterssincewe

nowhavetheirtokens?”askedReyforconfirmation.



“Bingo.Ifallgoeswell,weshouldbeabletoachieveourgoalsrightunderthenosesoftheotherSoul

Hunters!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

Followingthat,Geraldsteppedonthegasandimmediatelybeganheadingtowardthephosphorite

mountainarea…

ThephosphoritemountainareawasquitefamousinSunsetVillage.

Withhowmuchphosphoritetherewasinthearea,thelocalswouldsellthemtomanufacturerswho

wouldthenusetherawmaterialstomanufactureotherchemicalsubstances.Asidefromthat,the

phosphoritewouldalsobesoldfordecorativepurposes.

Inshort,thelocalswouldrelyonthatplacetoobtainriches.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasatwo-hourdrivefromSunsetVillagetotheirdestination,andbythetime

theyfinallyarrivedthere,itwastwelve.

Seeingthattheywerejustintimeforlunch,Geraldthenparkedhiscarataparkinglotbeforeleading

ReyandJunotoarestaurant…
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Afterorderingtheirfood,Reycouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“Didyoutwoseeallthatphosphoriteoutthere?

Whatungodlyamounts!”

“Naturally.FromwhatI’veheard,thelocalssellthemtogainextraincome.Anotherinterestingfactthat

Icameacrossisthatthephosphoriteissupposedlyunlimited.Onceanareaiscompletelyexcavated,

morephosphoritewillsimplyreappearaftersometime!Ittrulyismagical,”explainedGerald.

“Ittrulyis!Still,ifthatreallyisthecase,thenwecouldundoubtedlybecomerichjustbyrelyingonthe

endlessphosphorite!”mutteredRey.

Hearingthat,GeraldandJunocouldonlyshaketheirheads.Asitturnedout,Reywassimplythinking

moreaboutthemoney.

“Allowmetoremindyouthatyou’reanoutsider,Rey.Ifyouevendaretouchthephosphorite,you’ll

surelybebeatenupbythelocalsinnotime!”repliedGerald.

Sincethelocalsweretherightfulownerofthephosphoriteandtheyusedittogainriches,therewasno



wayinhellthattheyweregoingtoletsomerandomnobodytakethatawayfromthemforfree!

“I’mjustsaying!”saidReyashechuckledinresponsebeforeremainingsilent.

Geraldhimselfdidn’tcaremuchaboutthemoney.Afterall,hewasapersonwhohadnearendless

wealth,somoneywasn’treallyanissueforhim.Besides,itwasn’tasthoughtheywerehereformoney

inthefirstplace.TheirgoalwastoobtainthetokenofDemonicBlood.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeagroupofmendonningblackclothesenteredtherestaurantthey

werein…anduponrealizingtheirpresence,thetrioinstantlyputtheirguardup.Afterall,allthemen

whohadjustenteredhadtattoosreminiscentoftheSoulHuntersontheirarms!

“…Judgingfromthosetattoos…They’reSoulHunters,right,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedRey.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Indeed.Imustsay,theirtattoosareadeadgiveawayforpeople

tryingtolaylow…”

Whateverthecasewas,tothinkthattheywouldbumpintootherSoulHuntershereofallplaces.How

unfortunate!

“Regardless,staycalm.Don’tletthemfindyoususpicious!”addedGerald.

Hearingthat,ReyandJunoquicklynodded.Reyevenmadesuretolowerhishead,afraidthathewould

messupandmakethemlookover.

Eitherway,thefoodsooncameandthethreeofthemquicklybeganchowingdown.



However,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthreeofthemrealizedthattheSoulHunterswerestaringintheir

direction.Whatmore,theyappearedtobediscussingsomethingaswell…

Seeingthat,theanxiousReyquicklybeganquiveringinworryashewhispered,“T-they’vebeenlooking

atusthisentiretime,Mr.Crawford…!Havewebeendiscovered?Whatshouldwedo…?!”

“Again,staycalm!”repliedGeraldasheglaredatRey,knowingfullwellthatpanickingwouldonlymake

theSoulHuntersfeelevenmoresuspiciousofthem.

Totheparty’sdismay,theysoonwatchedasoneoftheSoulHuntersgotupandbeganwalkingoverto

theirtable…

StoppingrightbyJuno’sside,theSoulHuntercompletelyignoredbothGeraldandReyashelookedat

herwhileasking,“Wellhellothere,beauty!Whatareyouherefor?”
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“We’rejusthereforsomeminorbusiness,mister!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmileashestoodupthe

secondhesawJunosignalingforhimtohelp.

Inresponse,theSoulHuntersimplylookedatGeraldwithableakexpressionbeforearrogantlyretorting,

“Andwhothehellareyou?Can’tyouseethatI’mtalkingtoher?Doyouthinkanyofthisconcerns

you?”



Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrowned…andthenextthingtheSoulHunterknew,hewasalready

flyingbackwardfromGerald’sforcepalmattack!

Seeingthat,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelygotup,unsheathingtheirdaggersatthesametimeas

theyglaredatGerald.

NoneofthemhadexpectedGeraldtomakethefirstmove.Naturally,theyhadn’tanticipatedhimtobe

thisstrongeither.

“Thosearen’tordinarypeople!Theydefinitelyhaveareasonforbeinghere!Getthem!”declaredoneof

theSoulHunters.

Hearingthat,theotherSoulHuntersinstantlyboltedtowardGeraldandhisparty!

Evenso,Geraldwasn’tworriedatall.Withanotherforcepalm,Geraldsentawaveofenergytowardthe

assailants,causingallofthemtofalltotheground!

Nowthattherewasroomtoescape,GeraldimmediatelygrabbedontoReyandJuno’sarmsbefore

yelling,“Run!”

Withthat,thetriodashedoutoftherestaurant,unabletoevenfindthetimetopayfortheirmeal!

BythetimetheSoulHuntersgotbacktotheirfeetandranoutoftherestaurant,Geraldandhisparty

werenowhereinsight…Theyhadsuccessfullydrivenaway!



“Thoseb*stards!Theyreallyareextraordinary!Hurryandreportthistotheleader!”yelledtheleaderof

thegroup.

Somuchforastealthyapproach…Geraldandhispartyhadbeenfoundoutbeforetheadventureeven

began!

Whateverthecasewas,Rey—whohadbeenfrightenedhalftodeathearlier—wasfinallyabletocatch

hisbreathafterpantingforsolong.Hetrulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtojustfighttheotherpartyrightoff

thebat…

Still,nowthathehadregainedhiscalmness,ReyturnedtofaceGeraldbeforeadmiringlysaying,“You

reallyaresomethingelse,Mr.Crawford!Sendingsomanyofthemflyinginasingleattack…Itwasjust

likewatchinganactionmoviescene!”

“WhileIappreciatethecompliment,couldyoupleasebeabitcalmerinthefuture…”grumbledGerald

asheraisedaslighteyebrowwhilelookingatRey.

Uponhearingthat,theembarrassedandawkwardReysimplyloweredhishead,mumblinginagreement.

Regardless,Junoherselfdidn’treallyblameRey.Withthatinmind,shetriedtoswitchthetopicby

asking,“…Eitherway,whatshouldwedonow,Gerald?TheSoulHuntersaredefinitelygoingtogoafter

usnow!”

Withthemesstheyhadjustcreated,thealertedenemieswoulddefinitelystartcausingthemtroublein

thenearfuture…



“Don’tworry,theystilldon’thaveagoodgrasponouridentitiesfornow!Aslongasweremaininthe

shadowswhilethey’redoingthingsinpublic,Ibelievewecanturnthissituationintoanadvantageous

one!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

GeraldbelievedthattheleaderoftheSoulHunterswouldn’twastetoomucheffortonthreenobodies.

Afterall,theirmaintargetwasstillthetokenofDemonicBlood…

Nottoolongafter,thecloakedman—whomGeraldhadmetthedaybefore—couldbeseensittinginhis

tentatacampsite.

AfewSoulHunterswerenowstandingbeforehim—aftergettinghispermissiontoenter—asoneof

themreported,“Webumpedintothreepeculiarindividualsinarestauranttoday,leader!Weknowthat

atleastoneofthemhasextraordinarystrength,andwebelievethatthetrioaren’tregularpeople!”
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Uponhearingthat,thecloakedmanstoodupaswellbeforeasking,“Whatdoweknowaboutthem?”

ThesameSoulHunterfrombeforethenreplied,“Notmuch,thoughweassumethatthey’rehereforthe

tokenofDemonicBloodaswell!”

“Isee…Well,paymoreattentiontothemfromnowon.Ifyoudiscoverthetrio,thenreportback

immediately!Iftheyattempttogetinourway,justgetridofthem!”orderedthecloakedman.

“Loudandclear,leader!”yelledthesoulhuntersinunisonbeforeleavingthetent…

Fastforwardtonighttime,Geraldandhispartycouldbeseensettinguptheirtentsafterfindingflat

ground.Oncethatwasdone,theystartedafireandsataroundit.



Afterashortwhile,Reycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Is…thereareasonwe’re

campingouthere…?Whydidn’twejustbookahotelroom…?”

TurningtofaceRey,Geraldthenreplied,“TheSoulHuntersaretrackingusdownnow,remember?

Stayinginahotelwouldonlyturnusintosittingducks!”

Hearingthat,ReyquicklyregisteredGerald’slogic.Afterall,ifeveryonefromtheSoulHunter

organizationwashere,thenstayinginahotelwoulddefinitelyincreasetheirriskofbeingfound.That,of

course,wouldplacetheminanextremelydangeroussituation…

Eitherway,abriefmomentlater,Reystoodupbeforesaying,“I…uh…needtousethewashroom!”

Followingthat,Reythenbeganjoggingtowardsomebushes.Sincetheywereinthewilderness,there

reallywasnootherwayforthemtorelievethemselves…

SeeingthatReywasgone,Junowaspromptedtosay,“We’lldefinitelybefacingabloodybattlewiththe

SoulHunterorganizationifwe’refoundagain,Gerald…”

Geraldnaturallyalreadyknewthat,sohesimplynoddedbeforereplying,“Iknow.However,wedon’t

reallyhavemuchofachoice.Afterall,iftheSoulHuntersobtainthetoken,theneverythingwillsurely

gohaywire!”

Afterall,thetokenofDemonicBloodcouldbeusedtocontrolalltheghostsintheworld.Withthatin

mind,iftheSoulHuntersgottheirhandsonit,thentheghostswouldsurelybeusedtoconquerallof

humanity!Bythatpoint,everyonewouldsurelybedonefor!



Shakinghisheadashethoughtaboutit,Geraldthentriedtochangethetopicbyasking,“Speakingof

which…You’recurrentlyattheSageRealmnow,right?”

Noddingslightlyinresponse,Junothensighedbeforereplying,“Iam,thoughI’malreadyatthepeak

stageofthatrealm.Unfortunately,I’vebeenunabletomakeabreakthrough!”

Raisingone’sstrengthtothenextrealmwasnevereasy,andJunosimplydidn’thavethetalentthat

Geraldhad.Withthatinmind,allshecoulddowascontinuetotraininhopesthatshewouldbeableto

breakthroughintothenextrealm.Sadlyforher,shehadalreadybeentrainingtirelesslyforafew

monthsbynow,andthefactthatshestillhadn’tmadeanyprogresswascertainlydisheartening.

“Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelythinkofawaytohelpyoubreakthrough!”saidGeraldashesmiledfaintly

whileconsolingher.

Hearingthat,Junothennodded,placingherfullbeliefinGerald.Hewasdefinitelygoingtohelpher

improveinthelongrun!

ItwasatthatmomentwhenbothofthemsuddenlyheardReyshouting!

Instantlyturningvigilant,bothofthemgotupbeforerunningtowardRey’sdirection!

“What’swrong?”askedGeraldashecautiouslyscannedtheareawhilerunning.

Totheirshock,Rey—whohadn’tevenputhispantsonproperlyyet—wastremblingvigorouslyonthe

ground!



Lookingaroundtoseeifanythinghadattackedhim,GeraldandJunosoonfounditoddthatthey

couldn’tfindanythingoutoftheordinary…
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TheirattentionwasbroughtbacktoReywhentheyheardhisquiveringvoicesay,“I-itwassoterrifying,

Mr.Crawford…!”

LookingatRey’sfearfulexpression,Geraldthenfrownedslightlyasheasked,“Whatis?Whatdidyou

see?”

“Yeah,Imean,theredoesn’tseemtobeanythingaround…”mutteredJunowhowasfeelingjustas

bewilderedasGeraldwas.

Still,bothofthemweresurethatwhateverhadscaredReywasn’taghost.Afterall,theduocouldn’t

sensethepresenceofghostsatall.

“I-I’mnottoosureeither…ButjustasIgotupafterdoingmybusiness,Isuddenlyfeltacoolbreeze

blowpastme…But…then…”mutteredReywhowasnowshakingsomuchthathecouldn’tevenfinish

hissentence.

“…Thenwhat?”askedGerald.

“…W-well…WhenIturnedaroundandlookedup…Isawapairofbloodshoteyesstaringrightbackat

me…!I-Itwassoterrifying…!”stutteredReyasherecalledtheincidenthehadwitnessed.



Uponhearingthat,theduoinstinctivelylookedup…butevenafterscanningaroundagain,neitherof

themwasabletoseeanythingthatReyhadjustdescribed.Alltherewasuptherewasthecrescent

moon…

“…Yousureitwasn’tatrickofyoureyes?Idon’tthinkeitherofusseeanythinglikethat…”askedGerald

ashelookedatReywithaslightlyraisedbrow.

Shakinghishead,Reythendeterminedlyreplied,“Iswearonmylife,Mr.CrawfordandMissZorn!I’m

notjokingaroundhere!Therereallywereapairofbloodshoteyes!”

Seeinghowsureheappeared,GeraldandJunoknewthathewasn’tplayingaround.Addingthattothe

factthatReywastremblingsomuch,hemusthavereallybumpedintosomethingexceedingly

terrifying…

“…Gotit.Regardless,don’tworry,I’mherenow.Nothingwillhappentoyou!Thataside…Pullupyour

pantsalready!”saidGeraldashefirmlypattedRey’sshoulder.

Afterhearingthatstatement,Reylookeddown…beforeturningtolookatGeraldandJunoagain.Ittook

himasecond,butwhenitfinallysetinthathisboxerswereinfullviewthisentiretime,Rey’sface

instantlyreddenedashequicklypulledhispantsup.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenconsoledReyagainbyadding,“Alright,let’sheadbacktoourtentsfirst.Ifyou

needtodoyourbusinessagainlater,I’llkeepyoucompany!”

UnderstandingthatReyhadundergoneamajorshock,thiswastheonlywayGeraldcouldthinkofthat

couldslightlyputReyatease.Evenso,heknewthathiswordsdidn’thelpmuchsinceReystilllookedso

terrified.Theimageoftheglowingredeyesmusthaveimprinteditselfintohismindbythispoint…



Knowingthatstayingouthereforanylongerdefinitelywouldn’thelp,GeraldthenledJunoandRey

backtotheirtents….

Oncetheywerethere,GeraldgotoutsomewarmalcoholandpouredacupforRey.

“Here!Let’sdrinkthathorriblememoryaway!”saidGerald.

ComparedtothemuchmoreexperiencedGerald,Reywasjustafreshuniversitygraduate.Duetothat,

hebarelyhadanyexperiencewiththerealworld,yetherehewas.Outhereonanadventurewith

Gerald.Withthatinmind,GeraldknewthatitwashisresponsibilitytotakecareofReysincehewasthe

onewhodraggedhimintothisinthefirstplace.

Regardless,Reytookthecupwithhisstilltremblinghandsbeforereplying,“…Thankyou,Mr.Crawford!”

WithhowfrightenedReystillwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyworriedthattheghostwasstill

lingeringaround.Whilehediddoaquickscanthroughthearea,itwasfartoodarkbythispointto

clearlydiscernanything…

Whateverthecasewas,afterdowningthehotalcohol,Reyappearedmuchmorerelaxedthanbefore.

Attheveryleast,hewasn’ttremblinganymore.

LookingatRey,Geraldthenaskedinaconcernedtone,“Feelingbetter…?”
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Noddingslightlyinresponse,Reythenreplied,“Verymuchso…”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofrelief.

However,asGeraldturnedtofaceReyagain—abouttosaysomethingelse—,bothheandJunorealized

thatReywasstaringwide-eyedatsomethingbehindthem…

Itwasalsoatthatmomentwhentheduosensedthepresenceofanotherbeingnearby…Somethingwas

definitelyamiss…!

“B-behindyoutwo…!”yelledRey,promptingGeraldandJunotododgetotheside,makingsuretodrag

Reytosafetyaswell.

Thesecondtheywerefarenoughfromtheirtents,allthreeofthemwatchedasablackfigureleaped

highintotheair…beforelandingrightatoptheircampfireandputtingitout!

Nowengulfedindarkness,theterrifiedReyyelled,“T-that’swhatIsawearlier!I’msureofit…!”

AsifwantingtoproveRey’spoint,apairofbeadybloodshoteyesgleamedinthedarknessatthat

moment…andtheywerestaringrightatGeraldandhisparty!

“Whatthehellisthatcreature…?!”askedJunoasshefurrowedherbrows.



WatchingasReyshookhishead,clearlyunsureofwhatitwas,Geraldthenordered,“Whateverthecase

is,disperse!Standingtogetherwillonlymakeiteasierforittoattackallofusatthesametime!Also,get

thetorchlightinyourbag,Juno!Ihaveanidea!”

“Copythat!”repliedJuno.

“Asforyou,Rey!GofindsomeplacetohidewhileIdealwiththisthing!”addedGerald.

Geralddidn’tneedtosaythattwice.Afterall,Reywasn’tabouttostayanywherenearthatterrifying

thing!Besides,heknewthathewouldonlygetinGerald’swayifhestayedhere.

Withthatinmind,Reythennoddedvigorouslybeforethetriodispersed!

ThebloodshoteyesthemselvesimmediatelybeganboltinginGerald’sdirection!

Realizingthatthecreaturewasexceedinglyfastandwasalreadyquiteclosetohim,Geraldsuccessfully

dodgeditschargeattackbeforeyelling,“Anytimenow,Juno!Lightthisplaceupalready!”

“Gotit!”shoutedJunoassheshoneablindinglightinthedirectionofthebloodshoteyes!

AfterJunotossedanothertorchlighttoGerald—whichheeasilycaught—,Geraldturnedhisonaswell,

andwithtwobrightlightsshiningontheeyes,thetriocouldfinallyseewhattheirassailantwas…

Itwasatuskedwildboar!Asifitstusksdidn’talreadylookintimidatingenough,itsentirebodywas

layeredwithsharpspikesaswell!



Staringwide-eyed,noneofthemhadanticipatedtobumpintosuchaferociousbeasthere!

Regardless,allthreeofthemknewthatwildboarswereveryaggressive,andifonewashungry,itwould

attackanythingitperceivedasfood…Apparently,theywereonitsmenu!

Eitherway,allofthemsnappedoutofitthemomenttheboarbeganchargingtowardJunoalmost

maniacally!

Seeingthat,Geraldinstantlyyelled,“Careful,Juno!Turnthetorchlightoff!”
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“Staybackandletmedealwithit!”addedGeraldashequicklyturnedtofacetheboarthatwasnow

charginginhisdirectioninsteadsinceJunohadswitchedhertorchlightoff.

Watchingasthesharp-tuskedboaropeneditsmouthwide—clearlyaimingtochompdownon

Gerald—Geraldknewthatasinglebitefromitcouldeitherkillaregularperson,orattheveryleast,

maimthem.

Naturally,withthatinmind,Geraldwasn’tabouttoallowtheboartodothat.

Dodgerollingtotheside,GeraldthensummonedtheAstrabyssSword.Thoughthesword’smain

purposewastodealwithghosts,Geraldbelievedthatitwouldstillhurtasaregularweapon.

Regardless,thoughthewildboardefinitelylookedferocious,itshumongousbodymadeitquiteslow

andinflexible.Asaresult,itwasunabletofullystopafterGeralddodgeditsattack,anditendedup

rammingrightintoalargetree!



Asaseaofleavesflutteredtothegroundupontheboar’simpact,Geraldknewthatitwasnowornever.

Leapingintotheair,Geraldthenrapidlybegandescending,aiminghisswordfortheboar’sback!

“Die!”roaredGeraldasheplungedthebladeintotheboar’sbackbeforeslicingitopenwithimmense

force!

Withbloodalreadygushingoutfromitsback,thepainedboarletoutamassiveroarthatresonated

acrosstheentireforest…!Tothinkthatthepeaceandquietofnightwouldsuddenlybedisruptedby

suchaterrifyingcry…

Whateverthecasewas,whenitscryfinallydieddown,theboarfloppedtotheground,dead.Since

Geraldhadonlyneededtouseasinglemovetofinishit,inaway,theboarwasn’tallthatdifficultan

enemytodealwith.

Eitherway,uponrealizingthatGeraldhadkilledthewildboar,Reybreathedasighofrelief,feeling

muchmorerelaxednowashesteppedoutfrombehindthetreethathehadbeenhidingbehind…

TogetherwithJuno,theduothenwalkedtowardGeraldandstaredatthemassiveboar’scorpse…

Feelingthattheboarwasevenlargerthanhehadfirstimagined,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Mygod!

Whatamassiveboar!”



GeraldandJunohadtoagree.

“…Well,astheysay,goodmeatshouldn’tbewasted!Iguesswenowknowwhat’sfordinner!Incase

you’reworried,wildboarmeatisprettygood!”repliedGeraldwithasmileashebeganusingthe

AstrabyssSwordtosliceoffalargechunkofmeatoffthewildboar.

AsGeraldhadsaid,theyhadn’thadtheirdinneryet,andhewasgladthattheyhadn’t.Afterall,he—of

allpeople—knewthatwildboarmeattastedsuperb!

Ironicallyenough,thewildboarwasnowgettingeateneventhoughitwastheoneonthehuntfor

food…Whiletheexperiencewasdefinitelyafrighteningone,noneofthemwerecomplainingsincetheir

dinnerhadessentiallycometothem.

Regardless,Geraldquicklyrelitthebonfirebeforestartingtoroastthemeatoverthefire…

Soonenough,asweetscentbeganwafflingaround,causingRey’smouthtowaterashestaredatthe

roastingmeatwhilesaying,“Thisisgoingtobemyfirsttimetastingwildboar!”

DisregardingRey’scomment,Geraldpausedforamomentbeforeaskinginaninquisitivetone,“…Tell

me,Rey,doyouknowwhatacultivatoris…?”

“…Acultivator…?Isitanitemofsorts…?”askedReycuriously.
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Rollinghiseyesinresponse,Geraldthenhelplesslyexplained,“Itisn’tevenanobject…Look,cultivators

arepeoplewhodealwithandkeepghostsandspiritsundercontrol…”

“…Huh?So,like…Ghosthuntersorsomething?Likethoseontelevision?”askedRey.

“Moreorless.Eitherway,ifyoudidn’talreadyknow,MissZornandIarecultivators!”repliedGerald

withanod.

SinceReyhadbeenwiththemforawhilenow,Geraldfiguredthatitwouldbebetterifheknewabout

thingslikethese.Whatmore,GeraldwashonestlyconsideringturningReyintoacultivatoraswell.

Afterall,ifReybecameacultivator,theninsteadoffearingeverything,hecouldinsteadstartdealing

withdangersonhisown.Gerald,forone,waswellawarethatheandJunocouldn’tremainbyhissideto

protecthimhisentirelife.Thethoughtofitalonewascompletelyunrealistic!

“…H-huh?Bothofyouare…cultivators…?”askedthenowwide-eyedRey.

ExchangingglanceswithJuno,GeraldandherthensmiledbeforenoddingtowardRey.

“Indeed,weare.Now,myquestionis…Wouldyouliketobecomeoneaswell?”askedGerald.

“…What?Icanbeonetoo?”saidRey,excitementinhiseyesashestaredattheduobeforehim.To

thinkthathewasbeinggivenachancetobeacultivator!Howwonderful!

Rey,forone,hadalwaysdreamedofpossessingmartialartsskillsasgreatasGerald’s.Ifhesuccessfully



becameacultivator,thennolongerwouldheneedtorelyonGeraldforprotection…

SmilingatRey’sresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Ofcourseyoucan!MissZornandIcandefinitelyteach

youtheropes!”

“I…then,yes!Iwishtobecomeacultivator,Mr.Crawford!”declaredtheexcitedRey.

“Verywell,then.Fromtodayonward,I’llbeyourmasterandI’llteachyouthewaysofbecominga

cultivator!”repliedGerald,officiallymakingReyhisdisciple.

“Thankyoufortakingmeunderyourwing,master!”shoutedRey,immediatelychanginghowhe

addressedGeraldasheknelttotheground.

BeforeReycouldkowtow,however,Geraldquicklypulledhimbackupwhilesaying,“Look,whileI’ve

acceptedyoutobemydisciple,youdon’thavetodothis.Ican’tstandpeoplekneelingbeforemeoutof

theblue!”

Hearingthat,Reythengrinnedsheepishly,realizingthathewasbehavinglikeapersonfromancient

times.

Shakinghisheadwithachuckle,Geraldthenadded,“Alright,settledown.Eitherway,themeatlooks

cookedenoughsolet’sdiginalready!”

Uponhearingthat,thetriothenbeganchowingdownontheirdinner…

“Ineverthoughtthatwildboarwouldtastethisfreshanddelicious!It’sarguablyevenmoredelicious

thanordinarypork!”exclaimedReyaftertakingabite.



TruetoRey’swords,wildboarwasmuchtastierandhadhigherqualityingeneralcomparedtoregular

porkmeat.

“Speakingofwhich,slicesomemoremeatofftheboarlaterandwrapitupinabag.We’llbeeating

boarfortheentiretyoftomorrowandpossiblyeventhedayafter!”saidGerald.

Honestly,iftheyhadawaytoeasilycarrythelargewildboararound,they’dsurelybeabletosellitfora

lot.Gerald,forone,hadcertainlyconsideredtheidea.Unfortunately,carryingsuchahugecorpse

aroundwassimplytoomuch.Withthatinmind,thebestcourseofactionwastojusttakeasmall

portionofitformeals.

Itwouldn’tbeawasteeithersincethecarcasswouldsurelybeenoughtofeedmanyotheranimalsin

theforest…
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Itwaslateintothenightwhenthethreeofthemfinallydecidedtoreturntotheirtentstosleep.

Duetothewildboarincident,allthreeofthemsharedatent.Thatway,theycouldincreasetheoddsof

themsensingdangerandallowthemtoassisteachotheriftheywereattacked.

Thankfully,allwasquietthatnight,andthetriowokeupearlythenextmorning.

Leavingthetentassoonashegotup,Geraldrealizedthattherewerealreadyanumberofbirdsfeasting

onthewildboar’scarcass,withmostofthembeingeaglesandvultures.Geraldpaidthemnonotice,

andinsteadbeganpackingup.



Itwasaroundninewhenallthreeofthemwereupandreadytocontinueontheirjourneyintothe

depthsoftheforest…

AccordingtoOldFlint’smap,walkingpastthephosphoritemountainareawouldallowthemto

accomplishtheirsecondstep.Ofcourse,thatwaseasiersaidthandone.

Afterall,notonlywasthephosphoritemountainextremelyvast,butthetriohadnoideawhatkindsof

dangersawaitedthemthereaswell.Withthatinmind,theycouldonlyhopethattheywereprepared

enoughtofacewhateverobstaclestheycameacross.

Uptillthispoint,theyalreadyhadtodealwiththemassiveboarandtheSoulHunters…Whata

dangerousplace…

Regardless,itwasabouttwohourslaterwhenthetriofinallycameacrossastream.Withthat,theythen

decidedtoreplenishtheirwatersupplyandtakeashortrestwhiletheywereatit.

Nowsittingatopaflatstone,Junofoundherselfasking,“Say…Doyouhaveanyideahowmuchlonger

we’llneedtowalk,Gerald…?”

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Notatall…BasedonOldFlint’smap,allIknowisthatwe’llneed

towalkpastthephosphoritemountainarea…Sadly,themapdoesn’treallyspecifyhowhugethearea

is…”

Justastheywerewonderinghowlargetheareareallywas,anarrowsuddenlyflewpastallthreeof



them!

Immediatelyturningtofacethedirectionthearrowshotoutfrom,thetriowasgreetedbythesightofa

fewmen—donningblackclothes—withcrossbowsinhand!

“SoulHunters!”yelledGeraldasheinstantlyheldontoJunoandRey’sarmsbeforeboltingawaywith

them.

TheSoulHuntersthemselvesinstantlybeganshootingvolleyaftervolleyofcrossbowbolts.Italmostfelt

likeitwasrainingarrows!

Thankfully,thetriomanagedtotakecoverintheforest.

“Dmnit!Howdowekeepbumpingintothosebstards!Howunlucky!”grumbledRey.

“Pleasedon’tforgetthattheentireSoulHunterorganizationishere.Sincethey’vebeendividedinto

severalsmallgroups,it’sprettymuchinevitablethatwe’llconstantlybumpintothemwhilewe’rehere!”

explainedGerald.

Regardless,oncetheyweresurethattheSoulHuntershadlosttrackofthem,allthreeofthemcouldn’t

helpbutsighinreliefbeforeresumingtheirjourney…

Afterwhathadjusthappened,thetriofoundthatitwassafertosimplyusetheforestpathinsteadof

walkingbythesideofthestream.

Comparedtowalkinginanopenarea—whichwouldallowthemtobeeasilyfoundandattacked—,

travelingwithintheforestwouldmakethemhardertospot.Whatmore,therewasalsoplentyofcover



intheforest,makingescapemuchmoreplausiblethere.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhentheyfinallyfoundahomeinthemiddleof

theforest.

“…Say,doyouseethat,master?Tothinkthatpeoplewouldactuallyliveouthereinthemiddleof

nowhere!”exclaimedRey.
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GeraldandJunoappearedequallyassurprisedasReywas.Afterall,whointherightmindwouldlive

thisdeepintheforest?Ittrulywasmind-boggling.

Afterashortpause,Geraldthensaid,“…Well,sincethere’ssomeonelivinghere,wemayaswellask

themiftheyknowhowmuchfurtherwe’llneedtowalk!”

Noddinginagreement,theduothenbeganfollowingGerald’sleadastheywalkedtowardthehouse…

However,theyquicklyfoundthemselvesretreatingintobushesagainwhentheyrealizedthatafewSoul

Hunterswerealsowalkingtowardthathouse!

Afterknockingonthedoor,whatappearedtobethehouse’sowneropenedit…andbeforehecould

evenreact,theSoulHuntersimmediatelyrushedin!

Followingthat,horrifiedscreamsfilledtheair!



Hearingalltheterrorfrominsidethathouse,Geraldandtheothersquicklyexchangedglances.TheSoul

Huntersweredefinitelytheretoeliminatethatfamily…Howinhumane!

Unabletobearthescreamsanymore,Junofoundherselfpleading,“Gerald,let’shelpthem!TheSoul

Huntershavereallygoneoverthelinethistime…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldnoddedbeforeturningtofaceReyandsaying,“Hideherewhileweresolve

theissue,alright,Rey?Don’tmakeamoveuntilwereturn!”

Ofcourse,Reywasn’tabouttogoagainstGerald’sorders,sohequicklyhidinsomenearbybushes.

Seeingthat,GeraldandJunoboltedtowardthehouse!Thesecondtheyarrivedatthenowopendoor,

theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofamurderedcouplelyinginapuddleoftheirownblood…

Thesightofthatinstantlyinfuriatedtheduo.FortheSoulHunterstodosuchinhumaneacts…Theytruly

wereworsethanbeasts!

“Youutterb*stards…!”roaredtheangeredJuno.

Atthatmoment,bothofthemheardascreaminggirlcomingfromdeeperinsidethehouse.

“H-helpme…!”screamedthedesperate-soundinggirl.

Wastingnotime,GeraldandJunothenrushedtowardthesourceofthevoice…



RealizingthattherewereafewSoulHuntersstandingintheirway,Geraldimmediatelysummonedthe

AstrabyssSwordbeforeexpertlyslicingalloftheirnecksinoneswiftslash!

AstheSoulHuntersbeganchokingontheirownblood,Junoherselfcontinuedrunningtowardthe

sourceofallthescreaming.Soonenough,sheenteredtheroomwheretheterrifiedscreamsoriginated

from…AndshewasgreetedbythesightofaSoulHunterforcefullypinninghimselfatopaplainly

dressedgirl!

Nowbrimmingwithfury,Junoinstantlystabbedthedisgustingman’sbackbeforeyankinghimoffthe

girl!

SinceJunowasacultivator,shewaswaystrongerthanthesepunySoulHunters.Withthatinmind,she

easilyliftedthehumantrashofftheground…andwithouttheslightesthesitation,sheslicedhisneck!

Unabletoevenreact,themandiedalmostinstantaneouslyinJuno’shands…

Andjustlikethat,theduohadgottenridofalltheSoulHunterswhohadraidedthehouse.

Withtheissuenowresolved,Junothenbeganwalkingovertothefrightenedgirlbeforesittingnextto

her…Assheplacedahandoverthepoorgirl’sshoulder,however,thegirlinstantlybeganscreaming

franticallyassheinstinctivelycurledupintoaball!

Heartbrokenbythegirl’sstateofmind,Junothenslowlyembracedherwhilesaying,“It’salrightnow…

You’resaved…!It’sallgoingtobealright…”

Ittookawhile,butafterJuno’sconstantreassurance,thegirlfinallymanagedtocalmdownslightly…

However,nowthatthefearwasgone,sadnessinstantlysetin,andwithinJuno’sembrace,thegirl

begansheddingtears,herwailsresonatingacrosstheentirehouse…
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HercriesonlymadeJuno’sheartacheevenmore.Geraldhimselfcouldonlyshakehisheadasheslowly

walkedoutoftheroom…

Steppingout,GeraldthensignaledforRey—whowasstillhiding—tocomeover.

Seeingthat,Reythenquicklymadehiswaytowardthehouse…Butthesecondhesawhowbloodyit

wasnowinside,heinstantlydashedoutagaintopukehisgutsout!Sincethiswasthefirsttimehehad

seensuchfreshcorpses,itwasundoubtedlyagreatshocktohim…

Knowingthat,Geraldcouldn’treallyblameReyforhisreaction.Afterall,Geraldhimselfwasonlythis

nonchalanttowardthedeadsincehewasusedtoseeingcorpsesbythispoint.Withthatinmind,Rey’s

tolerancetowardsightslikethesewouldsurelyrisethemorecorpseshewitnessedinfuture.

Regardless,itwassometimelaterwhenReyfinallygatheredthecouragetolookatthecorpsesagain.

OnceGeraldmadesurehewasfine,theduothengottoworkburyingthecorpses.Naturally,they

buriedthegirl’sparentsseparately.

Oncetheyweredone,Reycouldn’thelpbutgrowl,“Thosepeople…they’reinhumane…!”

WhileGeralddidn’treply,hissolemnexpressiondidthetalkingforhim.



TruetoRey’swords,theSoulHunterstrulywereruthlesstobeabletodosuchbrutalacts…

Afterwitnessingallthis,Reywasnowmoredeterminedthanevertobecomeacultivator.Byworking

hard,hewouldhopefullybeabletopreventsceneslikethesefromhappening…

ItwasatthatmomentwhenGeraldraisedhishead…andfloatingbeforehimnow,weretwospirits…

Afterstaringatthemforawhile,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforerighteouslydeclaring,“…Sirand

madam…Sinceyouwerekilledbythosepeople,I’llbestowpunishmentonthem!I’llmakesurethey

can’tundergoreincarnation!Withthatinmind,pleaserestinpeace…”

Thetwospiritswereobviouslythegirl’sparents,andafterhearingwhatGeraldsaid,theduothen

vanishedintothinair…

Thoughhedidn’texpressit,Geraldwashonestlyfeelingrelieved.Afterall,nowthattheyhadpassedon

inpeace,theywouldn’tendupturningintoevilspirits…

Eitherway,nowthattheyweregone,GeralddrewtheAstrabyssSwordbeforestartingtomuttersome

oddincantations…

ThespellGeraldwaschantingwasknownasSoulEater,andcastingitenabledhimtocompletely

exterminatevillainousspirits.AsGeraldhadearliersaid,anyspiritscaughtwithinthepunishingspell

wouldn’tbeabletobereincarnated…

WhileGeraldrarelyusedthespell,heknewhehadtouseitonthedeadSoulHunters.Afterall,they

deservedthispunishment,andGeraldwasn’tabouttoletthemdieinpeaceandescapejudgment.



Onlytheirsouls’annihilationwouldmakeGeraldfeelthathehadn’tletthegirl’sparentsdown…

Withthechantingcomplete,Geraldthenyelled,“SoulEater!”

Thesecondheshoutedthatout,thespiritsoftheSoulHuntersimmediatelymergedintoawhiteorbor

light…

“Exterminate!”yelledGeraldagainasheslashedrightintotheorboflight,causingittoshatterinto

pieces!

Andwiththat,thepunishmentwascomplete.Nolongerwouldtheirsoulscontinuetoexist,andthey

wouldbeincapableofreincarnatinganymore…

WitnessingallthatGeraldhaddone,Rey—whohadbeenwatchingintentlyfromtheback—couldn’t

helpbutfeelthatitwasallverymagical.Itcertainlymadehimpumpedtobecomeacultivatorwhowas

aspowerfulasGeraldoneday.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatallthiswasdone,GeraldthenreturnedtotheroomwhereJunoand

thegirlwerein…

Atfirstglance,thegirlhadcompletelycalmeddownbythispoint.Evenso,sheappearedreluctantto

sayaword…FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,shewasstillinastateofshock…

UponrealizingGerald’spresence,Junoimmediatelypleaded,“Gerald…!Please,helpher…!”

GettingwhatJunowastryingtogethimtodo,Geraldthenasked,“…You’resuggestingmetodo‘that’?

Areyousure?”



HearingGerald’squestion,Junoturnedtolookatthegirl…beforeclosinghereyesandnoddingasshe

said,“…I’msure.Idon’twanthertoliveindespairforaslongasshelives…!”
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FromhowseriousJuno’sgazewas,Geraldcouldtellhowmuchshewantedtohelpthegirl.Withthatin

mind,Geraldthenreplied,“…Verywell,then!”

Notunderstandingwhattheduowasgoingonabout,Reycouldonlycontinuestaringatthemwith

curiouseyes…

Geraldhimselfbeganwalkingtowardthegirl…beforegentlyplacingafingeronherforehead.The

secondhereleasedhisfinger,atinyorboflightwasdrawnoutfromthegirl’sforehead…

Followingthat,theorbbegancirclingthegirl’shead…Firstslowly,thenfaster…andfaster…until

eventually,itcompletelydisappeared.

Confused,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…What…wasthat,master…?”

“Hejustremovedhermemory…Agoodchunkofitinfact…Still,it’sbetterforherinthelongrunaslong

asshecanforgetallthat’shappenedtoday…”explainedJuno.

Uponhearingthat,Reywasimmediatelyshocked.Tothinkthatthereexistedskillstoremoveone’s



memories…

“…Regardless,theprocesswillalsocauseherlifespantoshorten,thoughwedon’texactlyknowhow

manyyearshavebeentakenawayfromher…Onlytimewilltell…”addedJuno.

Aswitheverythinginlife,therewereprosandconstoeverything…Whilethegirlwasnowfreeofher

painfulmemories,herlifespanhadnowbeendecreased.Onecouldonlycallitthelawofequivalent

exchange…

Still,ignorancewasbliss.Aslongasthegirlcouldlivehappilyafterthis,theexchangewouldbeworth

it…

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethegirlregainedconsciousness…

LookingatJunaandtheothertwo,theconfusedgirlcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Who…areyoupeople…?”

“…Ah,youfaintedearliersowesavedyou!”repliedJunowithasmile.

“…Oh?Isthatso?I…can’trememberfainting…”mutteredthegirlasshetriedtorememberwhathad

happenedbefore…Ofcourse,therewasnothingtoremembersincehermemorieshadbeenerased.

“Whateverthecaseis,it’sgreatthatyou’redoingfine…Couldyoutellusyourname…?”askedJunoas

hersmilewidened,feelingmuchmoreassurednow.

Uponhearingthat,thegirlinstantlyfrowned.Whatwashername?



Evenafterthinkingforquiteawhile,shesimplycouldn’trecallwhatitwas.Shakingherhead,thevexed

girlthenreplied,“…I…Ican’tremember…”

Hearingthat,GeraldthenturnedtolookatJuno.

Bothofthemwerewellawarethatthereexistedapossibilityofforgettingquiteabitafterundergoing

thememory-erasingprocess…Itappearedthatthegirlhadpickedtheshortendofthestick.

“…Doyouknowwhereyouare?”askedJuno.

Shakingherhead,thegirlthenreplied,“Noidea…Idon’tknowwherethisplaceisatall…!”

Unabletorememberhernameorevenherownhome,itwasclearthatthegirltrulyhadforgotten

everything…
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Thememoryerasuretechniquetrulywassomethingelse…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenturnedtolookatReybeforeordering,“…Goseeifyoucanfindany

booksorIDcardsbelongingtoher.”

“Rogerthat!”repliedReyasheinstantlybegansearchingaroundthehouse.



Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeReymanagedtofindabookwithhernamewrittenonit…

HandingthebooktoGerald,Reythensaid,“Master,IthinkI’vefoundit!HernameshouldbeYrsa!”

TakingthebookfromRey,Geraldthenlookedatitbeforehandingittothegirlandsaying,“…Yeah,your

nameappearstobeYrsa!”

Nowholdingontothebook,thegirlcouldn’thelpbutfurrowherbrows,aclearindicationthatshe

didn’tevenrecognizethebook.

Vexedoutofhermind,Yrsathenbeganshakingherheadagainasshereplied,“…Ireallycan’t

rememberifthat’sreallythecase…”

“Don’tworry,I’msureit’llcomebacktoyouoneday…”consoledJuno.

“Ihopeso…Still,whoareallofyou…?”askedJunoinacurioustone.

“…We’re…yourgoodfriends!Whileyoumaynotrememberus,it’sfinesincewestillrememberyou,”

liedGeraldasnaturallyashebreathed.

Yrsaherselfdidn’tappeartodoubtGerald’swords.Afterall,Yrsawascurrentlynothingmorethana

blankslate.Sincesheknewnothing,theonlythingshecoulddowasbelievewhateveryoneelsetold

her…



Besides,asshethoughtaboutit,shefiguredthatthetriocouldn’tbevillainssincetheydidclaimtohave

savedher…

HertrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenGeraldsuddenlyasked,“Yrsa…Areyouwillingtolivewithus

fromnowon…?”

Whileshewasunderstandablyshockedtohearthat,Yrsaeventuallynoddedasshereplied,“…Iam.

Afterall,Ican’trememberanything…You’retheonlypeopleIknowandtrustatthemoment!”

Hearingthat,thethreeofthembreathedsighsofrelief.Sinceshewaswillingtocomealongwiththem,

theycouldatleastensurethatshewasproperlytakencareof…

“…Verywell,then!Come,let’scleanupabitandgetoutofhere!”declaredGerald,understandingthat

theplacetheywerecurrentlyinwasn’tparticularlysafe.

IfthepreviousSoulHunterscouldfindthisplace,thenotherSoulHunterswoulddefinitelybeableto

finditaswell.Withthatinmind,thesoonertheyleft,thebetter.

Afterquicklypackingup,thefourofthemthenleftthearea…

Naturally,Geralddidn’tmentionanythingaboutYrsa’sparents.Afterall,ignorancewasbliss.Thepoor

girldidn’tneedtoremembersuchapainfulincident,especiallyafterGeraldhadtodecreaseherlifespan

justtomakeherforget…

Regardless,asthefourbeganventuringintotheforest,aSoulHuntercouldbeseenrunningtowarda

tent—thatwaslocatedattheSoulHunter’scampsite—quiteadistanceaway…



Uponentering,theSoulHunterinstantlyreported,“L-leader!We’velostcontactwiththeseventh

squad!”

“What?Howmanypeoplewereinthatsquad?”askedthecloakedmanwhohadbeensittinginthetent

beforehissubordinatecamerunningin.
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Hearingthedeep-voicedman’squestion,theSoulHunterthenreplied,“Thereweresixofthem,sir!And

noneofthemcanbecontacted!”

Uponhearingthat,thecloakedman’sexpressioninstantlyturnedugly.Forsixmentohavelostcontact

justlikethat…Somethingterriblemusthavehappened…!

“Whenwasthelasttimewewereabletocontactthem?”askedthecloakedman.

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,theywerelastheardfromnearthemountainpass!”

“Isee.Ordersomementoheadthereimmediately.Theseventhsquadmustbefound,regardlessof

whetherthey’redeadoralive!”instructedthecloakedman.



“Loudandclear!”yelledtheSoulHunterasheboltedofftodoashehadbeentold.

NeitherofthemknewthatGeraldandJunohadendedthelivesofallsixofthosemen…However,once

thecloakedmanfoundoutaboutthedeed,hewouldsurelyexplodeinrage…

Evenso,itwasundeniablethatthedeadSoulHuntersdeservedwhattheygotforbeingsoinhumane.

Regardless,itwasaboutanhourlaterwhentheSoulHunters—whohadbeensentouttosearchforthe

men—returnedtothecampsitewiththesixcorpsesoftheseventhsquad…

“B-badnews,leader…!”yelledaSoulHunterasherushedintothecloakedman’stent.

“Whatisit?Butfirstoff,calmyourself!”retortedthecloakedmanasheglaredathissubordinate.

Gulping,theterrifiedSoulHunterthenreported,“T-themenyousentouttosearchfortheseventh

squad…They’vereturnedwithsixcorpses!Theseventhsquadwascompletelytakenout…!”

“What?!”roaredthecloakedmanfuriouslyashegotupandwalkedoutofhistent.

Thesecondhesteppedout,hewasinstantlygreetedbythesightofsixcorpseslaidoutinarow…Each

ofthemhaddeepgashesintheirnecks…



Clenchinghisfiststightly,theangeredmanthengrowled,“…Who’sresponsibleforthis…Whothehell

evendares…!”

Thecloakedmancouldn’tjustsitstillaftersixofhismenhadbeentakenout.

“Afterexaminingthecorpses,we’vefoundthatfiveofthemdiedinasingleslashacrosstheneck!From

whatwe’vebeenabletotell,theassailantwasn’tusinganordinarybladeeither!Asforthesixthvictim,

hediedfromasliceonhisneckaswell,thoughitappearstobefromadifferentblade!”reportedared

uniformedSoulHunter.

TheSoulHuntersweredividedinrankaccordingtothecolorstheiruniformswere.

Thosefromthelowestlevelworeblack,anduponpromotion,theywouldbegivenareduniform.Only

thestrongestofthestrongwouldbebestowedwithpurpleuniforms.

Naturally,thecloakedmanwasstillthestrongestindividualintheorganization.Whilethatwasaknown

fact,nobodyknewhowpowerfulhereallywas.Infact,nobodyevenknewhisrealnameorhadany

otherinformationabouthim.Hewasatrulymysteriousindividual…

“…Isee!Asitturnsout,ouropponentsthistimearen’tordinarythreats!”scowledthecloakedmanas

henarrowedhiseyes.

Atthatmoment,ablack-uniformedSoulHuntercamerunningoverbeforereporting,“Leader!Thefifth

squadjustsentinareportstatingthattheycameacrossthreeindividualsnexttothestreamtheday

before!Thoughthetriomanagedtoescape,what’sinterestingtonoteisthatthestreamisn’ttoofaroff

fromthemountainpass!”

Hearingthat,thecloakedmancouldalreadyseewhattheSoulHunterwastryingtosay.



Basedonthecluestheynowhad,therewasahighchancethatthosethreepeoplewereresponsiblefor

murderingtheentireseventhsquad…

VisitchapterlistfornextchapterChapter1817

“Listencloselyandforwardmyorderaround!Everyone’stobefullyarmedatalltimes!Also,gather

somepurpleSoulHunterstohuntdownthattrio!Iwantthemdeadbytheendofallthis!”yelledthe

cloakedmanafterashortpause.

“Loudandclear,leader!”yelledtheotherSoulHuntersastheyraisedtheirfistsinresponse.Geraldand

theothershadnoideajusthowmuchdangertheyweregoingtobeinsoon…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethenightskybeganencroachingin…

Bythatpoint,Geraldandhispartyhadsetupcampunderalargetreeandwerealreadygrillingthe

remainingmeatoverafiretheyhadstarted.

SinceReywaschattingwithYrsa,JunochosetostaybyGerald’ssideinstead.

Therewasabriefmomentofsilencebetweenthem,buteventually,Geraldtookinadeepbreathbefore

saying,“…Hearmeout,Juno,butIhaveanideaofsorts!”

Raisingabrow,theamusedJunoalreadyhadahunchastowhathisideawas.

“DoesyourideagoalongthelinesofmeacceptingYrsaasmydisciple?Youwanthertogrowtobecome



acultivator,don’tyou?”askedJunostraightoffthebat.

SurprisedthatJunohadreadhimlikeanopenbook,Geraldthendisplayedaseriousexpressionbefore

stating,“…Indeed.SinceI’veerasedallhermemories,itshouldbeeveneasierforhertolearntheways

ofacultivatornow!”

“You’renotwrongthere.I’llbehonestandsaythatI’vebeenthinkingaboutthataswell.Afterall,Ican’t

justletyouhaveallthedisciples!Iwantoneaswell!”repliedJunowithachuckle.

“Thenit’ssettled!I’llseeifIcanpersuadeYrsathen!”repliedGerald,understandingthatYrsa’sconsent

inallthiswasequallyasimportant.Evenso,Geraldstronglybelievedthatshewouldaccepttheoffer.

Withthatinmind,hethencalledYrsaovertositbyhisside.

Afterobedientlycomingover,Yrsathentookaseatbeforeaskingwithasmile,“Yes,brotherGerald?Is

theresomethingyouwantedtotalkabout?”

“Indeed!Well,firstoffthereareafewquestionswe’dliketoask!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“I’llanswerwhatIcan!”declaredthetrustinggirlratherenthusiastically.Sheappearedtoreallytrust

Gerald…

“Alright,firstoff…DoyouhaveanyideawhatMissZornandIdo?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthatquestion,Yrsaimmediatelyraisedabrow.Itwasevidentthatshehadn’tthought

aboutitbefore.HadGeraldnotinitiatedthequestion,shewould’vesurelyremainedoblivioustothe

thoughtforquiteawhile…



Regardless,nowthatGeraldwaspromptingthequestion,Yrsafoundherselfgettingincreasinglycurious

abouttheduo’soccupation…Afterall,humanswerenaturallycuriouscreatures.

“Notaclue…Mindsharing,brotherGerald…?”askedYrsawithasheepishsmile.

“Well,we’recultivators!”repliedGerald.

“…Cultivators?What…kindofjobevenisthat…?”askedYrsaconfusedly.Itcouldjustbeheramnesia,

butshehadneverheardofsuchaprofessionbefore!
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“Alright,solistenclosely…Humansaren’ttheonlyoneswhoinhabitthisplanet…Therearealsosouls

andghosts!Ascultivators,MissZornandIaretaskedwithmaintainingjusticeandbalancebetween

bothworlds!”explainedGerald,muchtoYrsa’samazement.

Tothinkthatsuchincrediblepeoplewhocoulddealwithghostsexisted…

Afterthinkingforawhile,shethenturnedtolookatReybeforeasking,“…Then…IsReyalso…?”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Rey’sjustjoinedourteamrecently,andhe’smydisciple!

Speakingofdisciples,I’mtellingyouallthisforareason.Yrsa,whatdoyouthinkaboutbecomingMiss

Zorn’sdiscipletobecomeacultivator?Naturally,it’salluptoyouandwewon’tforceyouifyoudon’t



wanttogowiththat!So,whatdoyousay,Yrsa?”

“HowcouldIsayno,brotherGerald?Afterall,allthreeofyousavedmylife!Withthatsaid,Ifullyagree

withbeingMissZorn’sdisciple!I’lldefinitelybecomeanexcellentcultivator!”repliedYrsaina

determinedtone.

“I’mgladyou’resoenthusiasticaboutit,Yrsa!Still,pleaseunderstandthatonceyoustart,there’sno

goingbackandyoucanonlycontinuebeingacultivatortillthedayyoudie…Naturally,you’llalsobe

facingallsortsofghostsandsouls,soyou’llneedtoovercomeyourfearofthemaswell!”saidGerald.

“Don’tworry,brotherGerald!I’lldefinitelydomybest!WithyouandMissZornguidingmealongmy

way,I’msureI’llbeabletobecomethebestcultivatorthereis!”declaredYrsainaconfidenttone.

“Wellsaid!Nowthen…Goaheadandpayrespecttoyourmaster!”saidGeraldwithasmileashestood

upwhilesignalingYrsatofaceJuno.

Hearingthat,JunoandYrsagotupaswell.

WalkingovertoJuno,Yrsathendeclared,“MissZorn-no,master!Fromtodayonward,pleasetakecare

ofmeonmyjourneyofbecomingacultivator!”

Uponhearingthat,Junowasunabletohidehersatisfiedsmile.Afterallthistime,shefinallyhadher

owndisciple…

Reyhimself—whohadbeensittingattheside—wasequallyashappy.NotonlyhadYrsadecidedtojoin



theirparty,butshewasgoingtobecomeacultivatornowtoo!

“Wellsaid!”repliedJuno,unabletocontainherexcitement.

However,thesecondshesaidthat,severalshadowyfiguressuddenlyboltedoutfromtheforests

surroundingthem!

Uponseeingthat,Geraldandtheothersimmediatelystoodwiththeirbacksagainsteachother,now

fullyvigilant.

“D*mnit,it’stheSoulHuntersagain!”scowledJuno.

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseaneyebrow.Hedidn’tthinktheywouldlocatethemthatquickly…

“TakecareofReyandYrsa,Juno.Nowleavewhileyoucan!I’llbetakingthesepeopleon!”ordered

Gerald.

“Loudandclear!Please,becareful!”repliedJunoasGeraldsummonedhisAstrabyssSword.

Seeingthesword,oneofthepurpleSoulHuntersimmediatelypointedatitbeforeyelling,“Thatmust

betheweapon,brothers!”

Withhowuniqueandsharpthebladelooked,theSoulHunterswereabletoimmediatelydiscernthatit

wastheoneusedtotakeouttheseventhsquad…
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“YouSoulHuntersjustdon’tknowwhentogiveup,doyou?”scoffedGeraldasheglaredatthem.

“Shutit!Youkilledquiteanumberofthosefromourorganization,kid!Withthatinmind,we’remaking

youpayifit’sthelastthingwedo!”yelledtheleaderofthegroupasheangrilypointedatGerald.

ItwasonlyasecondafterhissentenceendedwhenthefourotherSoulHuntersbeganchargingat

Gerald!

WithhowfastthesepurpleSoulHunterswere,Geraldcouldimmediatelytellthattheywereona

differentlevelcomparedtotheblackSoulHunters.Afterall,asidefromtheirimmensespeed,theyalso

appearedmuchstronger.Theleaderoftheorganizationmusthavebeenfuriousifhewassendingso

manyofhisbestmenovertokillGerald.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongbeforethefiveSoulHunterswereattackingGeraldfromalldirectionswith

multipletechniques.Truthbetold,hewasjustgladthatallofthemchosetoattackhiminsteadofgoing

afterhisparty.

Eitherway,whilethefiveSoulHuntersappearedstrong,theywerehonestlynothingtoGerald.

Withthat,Geraldquicklydrewacirclearoundhimbeforeyelling,“WindandDustShield!”

Thesecondhisincantationended,strongwindsbeganencirclinghim!Withhowstrongthewindand

dustcloudswere,allfiveoftheSoulHuntersendedupgettingpushedbackward!



Whiletheywerestunned,oneofthemquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeyelling,“He…He’sacultivator!”

Noneofthemhadanticipatedbumpingintoacultivatorallthewayouthere.Nowonderhewasso

strong!

Snortinginresponse,Geraldthensneered,“Well,nowthatyouknowaboutthis,don’tevendream

aboutleavingthisplacealive!”

BeforetheSoulHunterscouldevenreacttothat,Geraldtookasinglestepforward…andtheverynext

second,hewasgone!

TheSoulHuntersweren’tevenabletowidentheireyesintimebeforeacrispslashingsoundcouldbe

heard…Andasplitsecondlater,abloodymistbeganrisingintotheairasGeralddrewhisbladeout

fromthedeadSoulHunter’schest…!

DespitebeingfearfulwhentheyrealizedthatasinglestabwasallittookforGeraldtofinishofftheirally,

theremainingSoulHuntersrefusedtoretreat.

Afterall,theSoulHuntermottowastoneverretreat,evenwhentheoddswereagainstthem.While

havingthisdrilledintotheirmindsdefinitelymadethemcompetentindividualswhoweren’tafraidof

death,itwasalsothereasonwhyallSoulHuntersweredestinedtoenduplosingtheirhumanityand

turningintocold-bloodedbeasts.

TheinhumaneseventhsquadthatGeraldendedupslaughteringweretextbookexamplesofthat

statement…



Regardless,asthefourSoulHuntersbeganlaunchinganotherwaveofattacksonGerald,Geraldsimply

liftedhisblade…andablindinglightsuddenlyappeared,followedbymultipleslashingsounds…!

Bythetimethelightdimmeddown,fourfreshcorpseswerealreadylyingintheirownpuddlesof

blood…

NoneofthefiveSoulHuntershadevencomeclosetobeingamatchagainstGerald…

Eitherway,nowthattheyweredead,Geraldbeganproppingthecorpsesatopsometrees…andonce

thatwasdone,heusedtheSoulHunters’bloodtowrite—withbigletters—onthetrees,‘Theydeserved

theirdeaths!’

Withthatdone,hethenquicklyregroupedwithhispartytoplantheirnextmove…

“Firstthing’sfirst,Ithinkweshouldhideourtracks,Gerald!Otherwise,we’llonlygettrackeddownby

evenmoreSoulHunters!”
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AfterhearingJuno’ssuggestion,Geraldthenreplied,“Agreed.Let’skeepthatinmind,then!”

Bycoveringtheirtracks,they’datleastbeabletolowerthechancesofSoulHuntersfindingthemagain.

Geraldreallywasn’tallthatkeenonbeinghunteddowndayinanddayout…



Ashewasthinkingabouthowmuchlesstheywouldhavetoworryiftheycoveredtheirtracks,a

thoughtsuddenlycametoGerald.

TakingoutthemapthatOldFlinthadgivenhim,Geraldscannedthroughitforawhilebeforepointingat

atown—onthemap—andsaying,“…Let’sheadtherenext.Whilethejourneywilltakealittlelonger,

we’llatleastbeabletobypassthephosphoritearea.Sinceit’satown,we’llalsogetachanceto

resupplythere!”

“Anythingyousay!”repliedJunowithouttheslightesthesitation.

Nowthatthatwasdecided,thegroupoffourthenchangedtheirrouteandbeganheadingtowardthe

townonthemap…

ThetownitselfwasknownastheTownofFiveElements,anditwasaptlynamedthatwaydueto

geographicalreasons.

Eitherway,aftertravelingforanentireday,thefourfinallyarrivedattheentranceofthetown.

Contrarytothepreviouslackofhumans,thegroupquicklyrealizedthatthetownwasbothlivelyand

busy.Inaway,itwasalmostasthoughtheentiretownwasabustlingmarketplace…

“Everyone!Theblackmarket’sputtingupacrystalskullforauction!Let’sgocheckitout!”yelleda

youngmanoutoftheblue.

Hearingthat,manyweredrawntohisproposal,includingGeraldandhisparty.Tothinkthatthere’dbe

ablackmarketinthetown!

“Whydon’twegoseeittoo?”saidReywhohadalwaysbeeninterestedinthingslikethese.



“Sure,whynot?”repliedGerald,seeingnoreasontorefuse.Inallhonesty,evenhewasinterestedto

seewhatelsewasupforauction.

Followingthecrowd,allfourofthemsoonarrivedattheTownofFiveElement’sblackmarket….

Fromguns,bombs,toevendrugs,prettymucheverythingwassoldthere!Ittrulywasafascinating

place…

Eventually,thefourofthemfoundanemptyspottostandin.However,itwouldn’tbelongbeforea

manwearingahatandleatherjacketascendedthestage…

“Greetings,everyone!MynameisMarioGrant,andI’mthechiefadministratoroftheblackmarket!I’ll

sayitrightnowthattheitemwe’reauctioningtodayisextremelyextraordinary!Itwouldn’tbeastretch

tosaythatjustseeingitwillbroadenyourhorizons!WhileI’msurethatmanyofyouhavealreadyheard

aboutit,I’dliketoemphasizethatthere’sonlyoneofitskindontheplanet!Withthatsaid,doIeven

needtoelaborateonhowrarethetreasureis?”declaredthemanintheleatherjacketratherexcitedly.

Uponhearingthat,theoverwhelmedaudienceinstantlybegancheeringfortheitemtobeshown!

“Verywell,then!Ipresenttoallofyou…thecrystalskull!Bringituponstage!”orderedMarioasoneof

hissubordinatesquicklycarriedaboxontothestagebeforehandingittothechiefadministrator.

Afterreceivingit,Mariocarefullyunliddedthebox…andwithagrin,hethentookthecrystalskullout,

showingittotheaudienceasheshouted,“Behold!Ourmarvelousauctionitemtoday,thecrystalskull!”
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LookingatthecrystalskullthatMariowasholdingonto,everyonebelowstagecouldn’thelpbutcheer

inawe,includingGeraldandhisparty.Afterall,thefourindividualshadn’texpectedtofindsucha

precioustreasureouthereofallplaces.

Withtheskullbeingsoclearanddazzling,itwasnowonderwhyitwascapableofmakingeveryone

experienceaspecial,indescribablefeeling…

Whateverthecasewas,everyonesnappedoutofitwhenMarioclearedhisthroatbeforedeclaring,

“Let’sstartthebiddingatfourmillion!Tomakethingsclear,eachbidincrementshouldn’tbelessthana

million!Withthatoutoftheway,letthebiddingbegin!”

“Fivemillion!”yelledamanasheimmediatelyraisedhishand.

“Sixmillion!”shoutedanothermanashefurtherincreasedthebid.

Thewaythesepeoplewereshoutingsuchmassivenumberssoeagerlycouldonlybecomparedtowater

flowingoffawaterfall.Itwasalmostasthoughbiddingbythemilliondidn’thurtthematall!



“Sevenmillion!It’smine!”declaredabespectacledman,almostasthoughhewassurethatnobody

wouldbeabletotopthat.

Evenso,thiswasanauction.Aslongasonehadthemoney,itwasafreeforall.Withthatinmind,

nobodyevengavearat’sarseabouthisstatement.

“Canitandscram!I’mpayingeightmillion!”scoffedafatmanasheglaredatthebespectacledbidder

frombefore.

Withhowquicklythenumberswererising,thecrystalskullsoonexceededthetenmillionpoint.Had

thesepeoplegoneinsane?!

“It’s…justaskull,right…?Havethesepeoplegonenuts?Dotheyevenunderstandthevalueof

money…?”exclaimedtheastonishedRey.

“Heh.Therichliveinaworldwecanneverunderstand!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

WhileGeraldwascertainlyrich,hewasn’tinterestedinjustthrowingmillionsofdollarsawayjustfor

somestupidskull.Moneyshouldn’tbespentthatway!

Bytheendofit,thecrystalskullendedupgettingboughtbythesamebespectacledmanatawhopping

priceoffifteenmillion!

“Congratulations,mister!Withabidoffifteenmillion,thecrystalskullnowbelongstoyou!”declared

Mario.

Thebespectacledmanhimselfimmediatelybeganindulginghimselfintheadmirationfromthecrowd.



Seeinghowproudandmightythemannowfelt,onecouldsaythatthiswaswhatmostrichpeople

strivedtofeel.

Regardless,withtheauctionnowover,Geraldturnedtolookathispartybeforesaying,“Let’sgo,

there’snothingelsetoseehere!”

Withthat,thefourthenlefttheblackmarkettocontinuewanderingabouttherestofthetown…

Notlongafter,however,theycameacrosstheman—whohadboughtthecrystalskull—again.

“Say…isn’tthatthepersonwhohadboughttheskullearlier,brotherGerald?”askedRey,recognizing

thebespectacledman.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenwatchedasthemanwalkedrightpastthem,appearingsomewhat

nervous…Nowwhywasthat…?

Havingagutfeelingthatsomethinginterestingwouldhappeniftheyfollowedhim,Geraldthensaid,

“…Hey,let’ssneakilyfollowhim!”

Seeingnoreasontoobject,thetriothenbegantailingafterGeraldwhowasalreadyaheadofthem…

Itwasn’ttoolongafterbeforetheymanagedtotailhimallthewaytoahouseofsorts…

Afterscanninghissurroundings,thebespectacledmanhurriedlyenteredthehouse,makingsuretolock

thedoorbehindhim…



“Stayhere.I’mgoingaheadtohavealookatwhathe’supto!”whisperedGeraldashemadeagiant

leap…beforelandingrightonthehouse’sroof!
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Lyingonhisstomach,Gerald—whowascarefultobequietashedidallthisontheroof—thenstared

intotheyard…OnlytoseethatthebespectacledmanwasnowstandingrightbeforeMario!How

unexpected!

Fromthelooksofit,theyseemedtobediscussingsomethingimportant…

Whiletheirmeetingwasalreadyastonishingenough,whathappenednexttrulyshockedGerald.

Eyeswidened,GeraldcouldonlystareasMariotookadaggerfromhisjacketandstabbedthe

bespectacledmanrightinthechest!Marioseemedtohavestabbedthemanrightinthehearttoo,

sincethebespectacledmandiedalmostimmediatelyafter…

Asthebespectacledmanfloppedlifelesslytotheground,Geraldsawthathiseyeswerewideopen,an

evidentsignthathewasn’tabletodieinpeace…

Regardless,withthemannowdead,Mariothenwipeditcleanwithacloththathehadbroughtalong

beforeslidingthedaggerbackintohisjacket…

Followingthat,Mariothenshoutedtowardthehouse,promptingtwomentocomeoutshortlyafter.



“Takecareofthecorpse!”orderedMarioasthetwomenquicklynoddedbeforestuffingthenowdead

bespectacledmanintoasackandcarryinghimaway…

Ofcourse,Geraldhadwitnessedallthis.Truthbetold,hehadn’texpectedMariotobesucharuthless

person.Tothinkthathewouldjustmurderhisownclientrightafterobtainingthemoney…Whatmore,

thecrystalskullwasnowhistohaveagain!Howcruel!

Afterseeingallthistakeplace,Geraldwaspromptedtothink,‘Whatisevenwrongwiththeworld

today…Howheartless…He’salreadypaidfortheitem,justlethimhaveit!Attheveryleast,youcould

havesparedhislifeevenifyoutooktheitembyforce!’

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfeltluckythathehadn’tbidonthecrystalskullbackwhenhewasstillin

theblackmarket.Afterall,whoknowsifhecould’vepotentiallyendedupdyinglikethebespectacled

man…

Eitherway,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforereturningtohisparty.

“Anythinginterestinghappened…?”askedJunocuriously.

“Indeed.Thebespectacledmanisnowdead!”repliedGeraldwithoutmincinghiswords.

“…Huh?Butwhy?Andhow?”exclaimedRey,astonished.

“Rememberthatauctioneerbackattheblackmarket?ThatMarioguy?Hekilledhim!”explainedGerald

ashefurtherelaboratedwhathehadearliersaw.



BythetimeGeraldwasdone,Reyandtheothersweremomentarilystunnedspeechless.Tothinkthat

Mariowasactuallysuchanevilperson!

“…Sincehecommittedthemurdersoefficiently…Hemusthavedonethesametoalltheprevious

clients!”saidJuno.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Ibelievesoaswell.Thesepeoplearemakingquickbucks

withouthavinganylosses!”

“Howobnoxious!”growledRey.

Evenso,therewasn’treallyanythingthefourpeoplecoulddo.Afterall,thebespectacledmanwas

alreadydead.

“…Regardless,let’sleavethisplaceassoonaspossible.Lingeringaroundhereisbadnews!”saidGerald

afterabriefpause,nowwellawareofhowevilpeoplecouldgetinthistown.

Withthat,thepartyoffourthenbeganleavingthearea…

Unfortunately,sinceitwasalreadygettingdark,Geraldandhispartyhadnochoicebuttostaythenight

intown…Interestinglyenough,alltheaccommodationplaceshereresembledancientinns.

Afterlocatingaratherinconspicuousinn,thefourthendecidedtostaythenightthere…
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Uponenteringtheinn,Geraldsawtheinnkeeperandcalledout,“Evening!Anyavailablerooms,boss?

Wehavefourpeopleandwerequiretworooms!”

Lookingatthem,theinnkeeperthenasked,“Beforethat,wheredoallofyoucomefrom?”

WhileGeraldandhispartywererightfullystartled,Geraldsimplysmiledbeforereplying,“We’re…From

SwindawnCity!We’rejusthereforleisure!”

Hearingthat,theinnkeeperthennoddedbeforesaying,“Verywell,then.Hereareyourtworoomkeys!

Yourroomsareattheendofthecorridoronthesecondfloor!”

“Appreciateit,boss!”repliedGeraldashetookthekeysandbeganleadinghispartyupstairs.

Followingtheinnkeeper’sdirections,thegroupthenmadetheirwaytotheendofthecorridor.The

ladiesweretosleepintheroomontheleftwhileGeraldandReywouldsleepintherightone.

Regardless,GeraldquicklylockedthedoorbehindhimonceheandReyhadentered.

Nowthattheyhadprivacy,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…I’mnotsureifyou’venoticedthis,butpeoplein

thistownseemtogiveoutsiderslikeusstrangelooks…Theinnkeeperwasnoexceptioneither…”

“Ihave,andIhaveagutfeelingthattheinnkeeperisn’tagoodpersoneither.Withthatinmind,let’s

taketurnssleepingandkeepingwatchoverthesituation.I’llbefirsttokeepwatch,andwecanswitch

placeslaterinthenight,”suggestedGerald.



“Soundsgood!”repliedRey,feelingmuchsafernowthatGeraldhadsuggestedthat.

Atthatmoment,knockingcouldsuddenlybeheardcomingfromGerald’sdoor.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenasked,“Whoisit?”

“It’stheinnkeeper!I’mheredeliveringsomewarmwater!”repliedtheinnkeeperasGeraldandRey

exchangedglanceswitheachother.

SignalingforReytoopenthedoor,Reythendidashewastold.

Withthedoornowopen,theinnkeeperthenenteredwithakettleofhotwaterbeforeplacingitona

table.

Watchingastheinnkeepersmiledatbothofthem,Geraldthenfakedasmileashesaid,“My,my!How

thoughtfulofyoutodeliverhotwatertous!”

Chucklinginresponse,theinnkeeperthenreplied,“It’sonlyrightformetodosoformycustomers!

Regardless,I’mheretotellyounottoheadouttheinnatnight…It’snottoosafeoutthereinthedark.

Trytojuststayinyourrooms!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReyexchangedglancesagain,wonderingwhattheinnkeeperwason

about.

“Boss-”



“Gotit,boss!Weappreciatethewarning!”saidGeraldashecutRey’ssentenceshort.

Noddinginresponse,theinnkeeperthenreplied,“Goodtohear!Also,ifthere’sanythingyouneedin

thenight,don’thesitatetocallme!”

Aftersayingthat,theduothenwatchedastheinnkeeperlefttheirroom…

Steppingouttomakesurethattheinnkeeperhadgonedownstairs,theconfirmationthathewasreally

gonemadeGeraldbreatheasighofreliefasheclosedthedooragain.

“Aboutwhatyoudidearlier…”mutteredRey.

“Somethingsaren’tmeanttobeaskedsobluntly,Rey.Rememberthat,”saidGerald.

Brieflynodding,Reythenasked,“Gotit,brotherGerald.Eitherway…Afterwhatjusthappened,doyou

stillthinkthattheinnkeeperisabadperson…?”
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WhileReycouldtellthatsomethingwasoffabouttheinnkeeper,hesimplycouldn’tpinpointwhatit

was,andquitefrankly,thatwasdrivinghiminsane.

Shakinghisheadinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“WhileI’mnottoosurewherehe’sbadornot,I’mat

leastcertainthatthere’saproblemwithhim.Afterall,Isawhimconstantlylookingaroundourroom

earlier,almostasthoughhewassearchingforsomething.Myguessisthathemusthavesomesecret



here!”

Whatmore,thefactthattheinnkeeperhadtoldthemnottoleavetheirroomstonightonlyservedto

makethemmoresuspiciousofhim.Withthatinmind,thecuriousduowasnowkeenonunravelinghis

truenaturetonight!

“…Let’sheadtoMissZorn’sroomforthemoment!”saidGerald.

Reywasthinkingthesamething,andwiththat,bothofthemthenwalkedoutandbeganknockingon

thedooroppositeoftheirs…

“Whoisit…?”askedJunoinasimilarfashiontohowGeraldhadaskedearlier.Itwasaclearsignthatshe

wasbeingvigilantaswell.

“It’sGerald!”repliedtheyouthasJunoopenedthedoorafewsecondslater.

SeeingthatReywasthereaswell,Junowaspromptedtoask,“Is…somethingthematter…?”

“Let’stalkinside,”repliedGeraldasheandReyenteredherroom,onlytoseethatYrsaherselfhadbeen

watchingtelevisiononthebed.

Onceshelockedthedoorbehindthem,Junothengotstraighttothepointassheasked,“So…What

happened?”

“Essentially,bothReyandIfeelthattheinnkeeperisalittleoff.Withthatinmind,we’dlikeyoutwoto

comesleepinourroomlater.We’lljustleavethisroomemptyforthenight,”saidGerald.



“I’massumingyou’retryingtouseourcurrentroomasbaittotesttheinnkeeperforfoulplay…?”asked

Junowhowasquicktocatchon.

“Couldn’thavesaiditbettermyself,”repliedGeraldwithafirmnod.

“Well,alrightthen!Giveussometimetowashupfirstthen!We’llheadtoyourroomoncewe’redone!”

saidJuno,nowfullyinontheplan.

Withthatsettled,GeraldandReythenwentbacktotheirroomfirst.

ItwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenJunoandYrsacameoveraswell.

Whileitwascertainlycramped,thefourofthemsharingaroomwouldcertainlymakethingsmuchsafer.

Afterall,iftheinnkeepertrulywasadespicableandlustyperson,thenhavingthetwogirlssleepintheir

ownroomwasdefinitelyaterribleidea.

WhileitwastruethatJunowasastrongcultivator,noneofthemcouldsayforsurethattheinnkeeper

didn’thavespecialmeanstodealwiththem.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthatallfourofthemwerehere,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,yougirlssleep

onthebedwhileReyandIsleeponthetable.Incaseyou’reworryingaboutamidnightattack,ReyandI

willbetakingturnskeepingwatchtheentirenight.Ifanythinghappens,we’llsurelyalertyougirls!”



Aftersayingthat,GeraldandReythensatonthetable.

JunoandYrsathemselvesgotintobedandpromptlyfellasleep…Thiswasgoingtobealongnightfor

theboys…

Fastforwardtoafewhourslater,itwaslateintothenight,andnotasinglesoundcouldbeheard…It

washonestlyabitscary.

Evenso,thesilencewaswhateventuallygaveawaythetappingofapproachingfootstepsthatstopped

rightbeforetheirdoor…

Staringattheirroomdoor,GeraldandReywerenowfullyvigilant…
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Slowlymovingtowardthedoor,Geraldthenpeekedthroughthepeephole…andalmostimmediately

after,hiseyeswidenedwhenherealizedthattheinnkeeperwasstandingrightinfrontofJuno’sroom!

Retrievingwhatappearedtobesomekindofincenseoutfromhispocket,Geraldwatchedasthe

innkeeperthenlititbeforeplacingitbyJuno’sdoor…Fromthelooksofit,hewasdoingso,sothatthe

smokewouldseepintoherinitialroom…

Withthatdone,Geraldquicklybackedawaywhenherealizedthattheinnkeeperwasnowwalking

towardhisroom!

Bythispoint,Junoandtheotherswerewideawake.

AfterseeingGerald’sreactions,Junocouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“…What’swrong,Gerald…?”



Cuppinghishandoverhismouth,Geraldthentookatowelbeforecuppinghismouthandnosewithit.

ImmediatelyunderstandingwhatGeraldwastryingtorelay,theothersgottheirowntowelsanddidthe

sameasGeraldmadesuretoopentheroom’swindowaswell.

Soonenough,everyonewatchedaswhitesmokebeganseepingintotheroomthroughthebottomof

thedoor…HadGeraldnotopenedthewindow,theroomwould’vebeenfilledwithsmokeinseconds!

Regardless,GeraldandRey’shunchhadapparentlybeencorrect.Theinnkeeperreallydidhavevile

intentions…Afterall,whyelsewouldhedosomethingthisshadyinthedeadofnight?

Itwasluckythattheysuspectedhim.Otherwise,theywould’vesurelygonefullyunconsciousbynow…

Eitherway,Geraldpeeredthroughthepeepholeagainafterashortwhiletoseeiftheinnkeeperwas

stillthere.

WhileGeraldwasthankfulthattheinnkeeperwasnolongerthere,itconfusedGeraldastowhyhejust

leftlikethat.Afterall,hehadalreadygonethroughthetroubleofdoingallthis!

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Geraldthenheadedtothebedbeforelyingdown…andrightafter

that,hefreedhissoulfromhisbody!

Naturally,Reydidn’tknowthatGeraldwashavinganout-of-bodyexperience,causinghimtoinstantly



widenhiseyesinshockwhenGeraldsuddenlyappeareddeeplyunconscious.

JustashewasabouttocheckonGerald,Junoraisedherhand,signalingforReynottomove.

Uponseeingthat,ReyrealizedthatGeraldwasdoingthisonpurpose.Withthatinmind,hethen

returnedtohisseat…

AsforGerald,hissoulwasalreadydriftingaroundtheinn.Hewasgoingtogettothebottomofwhat

vilethingstheinnkeeperhadplannedifitwasthelastthinghedid!Soonafter,hefoundtheinnkeeper

leadingtwomenupstairs…

Raisingabrow,GeraldthenfollowedthetrioallthewaytoJuno’sinitialroom!Ofcourse,noneofthe

mencouldseeorevendetectGerald’spresenceinhiscurrentform.

“Thetwoladiesareinthatroom,Mr.Panther!They’vebothbeenknockedcleanoutwithmybewitching

incense!”saidtheinnkeeperwithasinistersmileashelookedatthesturdy-lookingmanbesidehim.

“Goodjob!”repliedMr.Pantherashenoddedinsatisfaction,promptingtheinnkeepertoretrievethe

room’ssparekey…

OnceJuno’sinitialroomwasopen,allthreeofthemenentered…

However,theyquicklyfoundthemselvesstunnedwhentheyrealizedthattheroomwascompletely

empty!

“…Andwherearethey?”askedtheflabbergastedMr.Panther.
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“…Huh?That…That’simpossible!I’msuretheywereinthisroomnottoolongago!”exclaimedthe

puzzledinnkeeper.

“…Areyoutryingtomakeafooloutofme?”growledtheclearlypissedoffMr.Pantherashegrabbed

theinnkeeperbyhiscollar!

“I-Iwouldn’tevendreamofprankingyou,Mr.Panther!Iswearonmylifethattheyreallywerehere

earlier!”explainedtheterrifiedinnkeeper.

BeforeMr.Panthercouldevenretort,hewassuddenlyflungoutoftheroombywhatappearedtobea

suddenstronggustofwind!Intruth,the‘wind’was,infact,Gerald,whohadjustrushedtowardMr.

Pantherandgrabbedthemanbyhisneck!

However,sincetheotherscouldn’tseeGeraldinhiscurrentform,theduocouldonlystareinconfusion,

completelyunawareofwhatwasreallyhappening.

Whateverthecasewas,withonestrongsqueeze,asickeningsnapcouldbeheard…Geraldhadjust

brokenMr.Panther’sneck!

KnowingfullwellnowthatMr.PantherhadhaddirtythoughtsonJunoandYrsa,therewasnowayhe

wasevergoingtoshowmercyontheb*stard…



UponrealizingthatMr.Pantherwasnowdead,theterrifiedinnkeeperandtheothermaninstantly

beganpanickingastheyattemptedtorunfortheirlives!Sadlyforthem,Geraldwasn’tabouttospare

anyonetonight.

Flyingstraightafterthem,Geraldtheneasilykickedbothmenacrosstheinn’scorridors!

Whiletheothermaninstantaneouslydiedfromthekick,theterror-strickeninnkeeperwasstillalive.

Nowlyingontheground,theinnkeeperwassofrightenedthathebarelyregisteredthathisbladderhad

justgivenin…

Unsurewhattoevendo,theinnkeeperthenbeganbeggingformercyashekneltontheground.Tobe

quitefrank,Geraldfoundtheman’spitifulcryingandbeggingtoberatheramusing.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenstoodbeforetheinnkeeperbeforesuddenlymakinghimselfvisible.

Glaringstraightintotheconfusedandterrifiedinnkeeper’seyes,Geraldthensaid,“Iknewsomething

waswrongwithyou…I’mgladItrustedmygut!Regardless,dosharewithmewhatyouwereplanning

todotoustonight…”

SinceGeraldwascurrentlyinhisghostform,helookeddownrightterrifying,somuchso,infact,thatthe

innkeeperquicklyfoundhimselfpassingout!

Seeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsnicker.Still,hewasn’tabouttolettheinnkeeperoffthateasily.

Withthat,Geraldthenliftedtheunconsciousmanupbeforetyinghimtoachairwithsomestrongrope.



Followingthat,hemadesuretolocktheinn’sentranceastightlyaspossibletoensurethatnobody

wouldfindoutaboutwhathadhappenedinsidethebuilding.Withthatdone,Geraldthenquickly

disposedofMr.Panther’sbody.

Aftercleaningupthescene,hethenboltedbacktohisphysicalbody…causingReytoalmostdieof

shockwhenthepreviously‘unconscious’Geraldsuddenlysatup!

“B-brotherGerald…!You’reawake!Whathappenedjustnow?Whydidyouenduppassingoutallofa

sudden?”askedthebewilderedReyoncehesnappedoutofhisshock.

RealizingthatReydidn’tknowabouthisout-of-bodycapabilities,Geraldsimplysaid,“You’llfindout

aboutitoneday!”

Naturally,thatonlymadeReyfeelevenmoreconfusedaboutallthis.Evenso,sinceGeraldwasn’t

willingtotellhimaboutitnow,hebelievedthattherewasareasonforthat.Duetothat,Reydidn’t

pressGeraldforanswers.

“Eitherway,it’ssafeforustogooutandhavealookaroundnow!”saidGeraldasheopenedtheroom’s

doorandbeganwalkingdownstairs…
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Uponarrivingdownstairs,allfourofthemweregreetedbythesightoftheinnkeepertiedtoachair,his

loweredheadmakingitevidentthathehadfallenunconscious…



“…Huh?What…onearthhappenedtohim,brotherGerald…?”askedthesurprisedRey.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthensmiledfaintlyashereplied,“He’sjustpassedoutfromshock,I’d

say!”

Followingthat,Geraldgotaglassofwaterbeforesplashingitallovertheinnkeeper’sface!

Immediatelywakingup,theinnkeeper’sexpressionturnedfearfulashebeganscreaming,“G-ghost…!

Ghosts…!”

However,beforehecouldscreamanyfurther,hereceivedatightslaponhisleftcheekfromGerald!

Geraldhaddonesotocalmtheinnkeeperdown,andashehadpredicted,itworked.Nowpacified,the

dazedinnkeepercouldn’thelpbutstareatthefourindividualsstandingbeforehim…

SinceGerald’sphysicalformwasvastlydifferentfromhisghostform,theinnkeeperwasn’tableto

realizethatGeraldhaddonethedeedearlier.Withthatinmind,theinnkeepercouldonlyaskinashaky

voice,“…Who…Whothehellareyoupeople…?”

Hearingthat,Geraldwasslightlypleased.Afterall,thefactthattheinnkeeperdidn’tknowthathewas

theculpritoftheearlierincidentsmeantthatGeraldcouldgetoffscot-free.

Regardless,Geralddidn’twanttowastetoomuchtimewithhim.Withthat,heglaredattheinnkeeper

beforeasking,“Beforethat…Tellus,boss.WhatexactlyisyourrelationshipwithMr.Panther…?”



Uponhearingthat,theinnkeeperinstantlyloweredhishead,clearlynotdaringtosayaword.

“Hmm?Notwillingtocooperate?Idon’tmind.Justsoyouknow,I’mskilledintheartoftorture!Mark

mywords,you’lltalksoonerorlater!”sneeredGeraldratherexcitedlyashesummonedhisAstrabyss

Sword.Hehadhonestlybeenwaitingforachancetofinallyusesadistictacticstoforceavileindividual

toconfess.

Staringwide-eyedatthesword,theinnkeepercouldhelpbutgulpbeforemeeklysaying,“I-I’lltalk…!

Justdon’thurtme…!Look,Mr.PantherandIarepartners!HestartedthisinnandI’mresponsiblefor

managingit!Everytimesomeonestaysattheinn,I’vetoinformhimaboutit!Withthatdone,what

usuallyfollowsisthatI’llusemybewitchingincensetomakethecustomersfallintoadeepslumber…

Andwhentheywakeup,they’llfindthemselvesunderhiscontrol!Bythatpoint,Mr.Panthercanfreely

beginextortingmoneyfromthecustomers!”

Asitturnedout,theinntheyhadchosentostayinbelongedtosomekindofgangsterwhoextortedhis

customer’smoney!UnfortunatelyforMr.Pantherandtheinnkeeper,theyhadn’tanticipatedhavingto

dealwithGeraldandhisparty…Asaresult,Mr.Pantherendeduptragicallylosinghislife…

Whateverthecasewas,Reythensteppedforward,glaringattheinnkeeperasheangrilyasked,“Tell

me…Justhowmanytimeshaveyoudonethis…?”

“J-justthreetimes…!Afterall,notmanypeoplecometoourinninthefirstplace…!”criedoutthe

terrifiedinnkeeper.

“Sothatmakesusthethirdgroup,then?”askedRey.

“N-no…you’reactuallythefourth…”mutteredtheinnkeeper…onlytoreceiveatightslapacrosshis

othercheekthesecondhissentenceended!



ThoughReyhadjustslappedhim,theinnkeeperwasfartooterrifiedtoevenmakeasound…
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“…WellI’llbed*mned!”declaredRey.

“Hmm?Whatisit,Rey?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Well,younevertoldmebeforethatslappingotherscouldbethisfun!”repliedReywithasheepishgrin.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldandthegirlscouldonlyrolltheireyesinresponse.Whatanirritatingyet

amusinglad…

“Let’snotgettoochildish,shallwe?”mutteredGeraldwithasighasReylaughedembarrassedlywhile

scratchingthebackofhishead.

“Regardless,whatshouldwedowithhim,brotherGerald?Shouldwedisposeofhim?”askedReyashe

madeaslicinggestureonhisneck,evidentlyhintingatdecapitation.

“P-pleasedon’tdoit,brothers!Inowrealizetheerrorsinmyways!Soplease,please,don’tkillme…!”

exclaimedthepanickinginnkeeperashebeggedformercy.



Tothinkthathimwantingtoearnaquickbuckwouldleadtosuchalife-threateningsituation…!He

didn’tsignupforthis!Hedidn’twanttodie!

“Hmm…Well,whileheisevil,he’snotcompletelyunforgivable…Let’sjustleavenowthatwe’vetaught

himagoodlesson!”saidGeraldinacalmtoneashestaredattheinnkeeper.

Gerald,forone,wasn’tacompletelyunreasonableperson.Hecouldtellthattheinnkeeperhadonly

doneallthisforthesakeofmoney,andnowthathehadbeenthreatenedsomuch,Geraldbelievedthat

theinnkeeperwouldn’tdaretorepeatthesamemistakeinthefuture.

Whatmore,Mr.Pantherwasalreadydead,sotheinnkeeperwouldn’tbeabletocontinuecommitting

suchvilepracticesanyway.Withthatinmind,Geralddidn’tmindsparinghim.

UponrealizingthatGeraldwassparinghim,theinnkeeperwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,aslongas

hecouldcontinueliving,allwasrightintheworld.

“T-thankyou,bigbrother…!Iwon’teverdosuchthingsagain…!”criedouttheinnkeeper.

“You’dbetternot.IfIeverfindoutthatyoudo,youonlyhaveyourselftoblamewhenIcomeafteryou

mercilessly!Thoughbythatpoint,you’llsimplybeaccompanyingMr.Panther…I’msureyoucatchmy

drift?”warnedGeraldwithanintenseglare.

“L-loudandclear…!I’llrunmyinnproperly,Iswear!”repliedtheinnkeeperashenoddedprofusely.

“Wellsaid.Regardless,let’spackupandleaveearly!”saidGeraldastheotherthreeimmediatelyagreed.



TheTownofFiveElementsreallywasn’tagoodplacetobein…Withthatinmind,itwouldbebestthat

theylefttownassoonaspossiblebeforeanythingreallybadhappened…

Regardless,itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenGeraldandhispartyfinishedpackingup.

Whiletheyhaddecidedtosparetheinnkeeper,theyweren’tlettinghimoffthehookthateasily.With

thatinmind,theydraggedthetied-upinnkeeper—whowasstillstucktothesamechair—allthewayto

thefrontoftheinnandlefthimthere.Oncedawncame,thecitizenscouldfreehimontheirown.

Withthatdone,Geraldandhispartythensetofftocontinuetheirjourney.Sinceitwasstillaboutan

hourbeforedaylight,theentiretownwasenvelopedinsilence,theonlysoundsbeingthelowhumof

streetlights…
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“Astheywalkedon,Reywaspromptedtoask,“…Say…Doyouthinktheinnkeeperwillgetpeopleto

attackusasrevenge,brotherGerald…?”

TurningtolookatRey,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“Probablynot.Evenifhedoestrytogethisrevenge,

it’snotlikewecan’tdealwithanythinghethrowsatus.I’msureheunderstandsthatfailingtotakeme

outwillgranthimaone-waytickettohell!”

Geraldhimselffeltthattheinnkeeperwouldn’tdaretocausethemanyfurthertrouble.Afterall,hehad

madesuretostrikedeepfearintothatman.



“…Isee!Speakingofwhich,howexactlydidtheinnkeepergettieduptothechairinthefirstplace…?”

askedReywhohadbeendyingtofindout.

“…Hmm?Doyoureallywishtoknow?”repliedGeraldinasomewhatplayfultone.

WatchingasReynodded,Geraldsimplysaid,“WhileI’dlovetotellyoumoreaboutit,it’snotsomething

youshouldbemadeawareofyetatyourcurrentstage.Again,don’tworry.I’lldefinitelytellyouonce

you’reready.”

“Alright…”mumbledthedisappointedRey,understandingthatGeraldfeltthathewasn’tstrongenough

toevenlearnaboutwhatGeraldhaddoneyet.

“Noneedtofeeldown.Aslongasyoutrainproperly,you’llsurelylearnaboutitinthenearfuture!”said

Geraldwithasmile.

Hearingthat,Reysimplynoddedinresponse.Afterall,heknewthatGeraldwouldn’tgobackagainsthis

word.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethesunbeganbrighteningthesky…

Sincetheyhadn’tsleptmuchatalllastnight,theexhaustedReycouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Um…Why

don’twefindsomeplacetorestfirst,brotherGerald…?Afterall,weweren’tabletosleepawinklast

night!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatJunoandYrsawholookedequallyaswornout.



“IhavetoagreewithRey,Gerald…Wereallyshouldstoptotakeashortrest…We’realreadyquitea

distancefromtheTownofFiveElements,soI’msurenobodywillbecatchinguptousanytimesoon…”

addedJuno.

WhileitwastruethatJunohadenteredtheAvatarRealm—justlikeGerald—itdidn’tmeanthatshewas

incapableoffeelingtired.Whatmore,whilesheandGeraldsharedarealm,Geraldwasalreadyatthe

HeavenlyEmperorstage.Withthatinmind,hewouldn’tevergettiredandhisenergywouldalwaysbe

maintainedatacomfortablelevel.

Evenso,heunderstoodthattheothersstillneededrest,whichwaswhyhethenreplied,“Alright,let’s

takeashortbreakthen!”

HearingthatGeraldhadagreedtoit,Reyinstantlybreathedasighofrelief,makingitevidentthathe

hadassumedthatGeraldwouldn’thaveagreedtoit.

Eitherway,theysooncameacrossarockycaveanddecidedtohavetheirrestinside.

However,asidefromthefactthatitwaspitchblackinthere,therealsoappearedtobeafoulodorthat

couldbesmelled,evenfromthecave’sentrance…

“Mygod!Whatisthatstench!”grumbledReyashecoveredhisnosewithafrown.

Nowthattheywererightatthecave’sopening,thesmellwassoterriblethatitwasalmostvomit-

inducing…

Beforeanyonecouldevenreply,however,aroarofthundercouldsuddenlybeheardinthequickly



darkeningsky…

“Great!Athunderstormnow…?”yelledtheannoyedReyashestaredatthesky.

Troublejustkeptoncoming!Whatadifficultlife!
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Thesecondhissentenceended,adazzlingflashofpurpleracedthroughthesky.

Withthat,thefourknewthattheironlychoicewastobearthesmellandseekshelterinthecavetillthe

stormended…

“…Asmuchasitpainsmetosaythis,let’sjusttakecoverinthatcavefirst…We’llcontinuethejourney

oncethestormdiesdown!”saidGeraldasthetrionaturallyagreed.

Afterall,withallthatlightninginthesky,stayinginthecavewasdefinitelythesaferoption.Theirminds

madeup,thefourthenwentalittledeeperinbeforesittingontheground.

WhileJunoandYrsaclosedtheireyesastheysatarminarm—whileleaningagainsteachother—against

thecave’swalls,GeraldandReysatontheoppositeendtorestinstead.

Thoughthestenchwasterrible,haditnotbeenforthecave,theywould’vegottendrenchedintherain

bynow…



Soonenough,thecomfortingsoundofrainandthundercausedallfourofthemtorelaxevenfurther.It

wasasthoughalltheirworrieswerebeingwashedaway…

Evenso,goodthingsneverlasted.

Itwasn’tlongafterwhentwoshinydotsappearedfromdeeperwithinthecave…Asthebeadyorbs

grewcloserandcloser,aflashoflightningrevealedthatthetinyorbsweretheeyesofagiantpython!

DespitehowcloseitnowwastoRey,hewassleepinglikealog.Theotherrestingtriowasn’tableto

detectthepython’spresenceeither.

Atsomepoint,thepythonbegannudgingRey’sshoulder,causingReytogetslightlyannoyed.

“Gah…Stopplayingaround…Letmesleepalittlelonger…!”mumbledRey—whostillhadhiseyes

closed—asheattemptedtobrushthepython’sheadaway…

Uponrealizinghowscalywhateverhadbeennudginghimwas,Reyinstantlyopenedhiseyesinshock.

Gulpingasheslowlyturnedtolookatwhathewastouching…Rey’sheartskippedseveralbeatswhen

herealizedthatagiantpythonwasrightnexttohim!

Scaredhalftodeath,Reyinstantlyshriekedashefumbledtohisfeetwhileyelling,“Goodgod!”

HearingRey’sscreams,thetrioinstantlywokeup,promptingGeraldtoask,“Rey?What’swrong?”

“P-p-p-python…!GiantPython…!”yelledReyashepointedatthesnake.



Nowfullyawake,theothersquicklyrealizedthatthemassivepythonwasstaringstraightatthem!

Realizingthatthegirlshadjuststoodupintheirshock,Geraldquicklyordered,“Don’tmoveany

further!”

Uponhearingthat,thetriofrozeinplace,notdaringtomoveaninch.

“Alright…Onceyou’vecalmedyourselves,beginbackingawayslowly…Emphasisonthe‘slowly’part!”

instructedGerald.

Noddingsubtly,JunothenbegandoingasGeraldhadtold…Takingsmallstepsbackward,shebarely

evendaredtobreathe…

Meanwhile,thegiantpythonitselfhadlockeditsgazeonGerald…
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Hiss!

Thenextsecond,thegiantpythonhissedatGerald.

Then,itlaunchedanattackandchargedtowardGeraldattopspeed.



Geraldmovedsidewaysimmediatelytododgetheattack.

“Findaplaceandhidequickly!”

Takingadvantageoftheopportunity,GeraldshoutedatJunoandtheothertwo.

ThethreereactedimmediatelyafterhearingGerald’swords,andtheyquicklyfoundatreeandhid

behindit.

Afterall,thegiantpythoncouldonlydealwithonepersonatatime.So,theyshouldjustleaveitto

Gerald.

Althoughthegiantpythonhadfailedinitsfirstattack,thatdidn’tmeanthatitwouldgiveup.Itturned

aroundandrushedtowardGeraldoncemore.

Asitshugebodymovedontheground,itfeltasthoughthegroundhadstartedtoshake.

ThegiantpythonrushedtowardGeraldandraiseditshead,tryingtohithim.

Ifhewashitbythegiantpython,hewoulddefinitelyfaintevenifhedidn’tdieonthespot.

However,Geraldwouldnotletthegiantpythonwin,andhesummonedhisAstrabyssSword.



Slash!

Heslashedit.

Thus,theheadofthegiantpythonwaschoppedoffbyGerald.

Hiss!

Thegiantpythonhissedtothesky,screamingpainfullyandterribly.

Thegroundwassoakedinbloodinaninstant,andtheheadofthegiantpythonfellintothepoolof

bloodontheground

“Beast,youcan’tsimplykillme!”

Geraldglaredatthegiantpythonandshoutedangrily.

Havingsaidthat,Geraldleapedfromthegroundandthrusthissworddirectlyintothebodyofthegiant

python.

Thegiantpythontrembledviolentlyandfellontotheground,dead.

Withjusttwosimpleandcrispmoves,Geraldfinishedoffthegiantpython.



“Alright.It’sokaynow!”

Afterdealingwiththegiantpython,Geraldshoutedatthethree.

OnlythendidJunoandtheotherscomeoutfrombehindthetreeandgonearthebodyofthegiant

python.

“Thispythonishorriblyhuge!”

Reycouldn’thelpbutsayinawe.

Itwasindeedtheirfirsttimeseeingagiantpythonthisbig.Itwaseventwotimesbiggerthanthebear

theyhadseenlasttime.

“Thewildboarwemetpreviouslywasalsoverybig.Doalltheanimalsheresharethesametrait?They

areallsolarge?”

Junovoicedherthoughtsimmediately.

“Maybeit’sbecauseoftheredphosphorus,whichhascausedcertainmutationsinthegenesofthese

animals!”

Geraldexplainedbriefly.

“Anyway,thisfellowhassentusfood.Iheardthatsnakemeatisreallydelicious,andIhavenevertried

itbefore!”Reylookedatthegiantpythonandsaid.



“Allyouthinkaboutisfood.Ifitweren’tforme,youwouldhavealreadybeeneatenbythisgiant

python!”

Geraldcommentedpeevishly.

“Um.BrotherGerald,wehaveyou,right?Iknowyouwon’tletsuchthingshappentome.”

ReyhurriedlysmiledatGeraldandsaid.

Itcouldn’tbehelped,buthewasnotascapableasGerald.Ifhewas,hewouldcertainlyhavetakenthe

initiativeandstoodouttodealwiththegiantpython.

“Alright,stopflatteringme.Goandcollectthesnakemeat.Iwillmakeafire,andwewillhavea

barbeque.We’llcontinueourjourneyafterthemeal.”
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GeraldinstructedReyhelplessly.

WhenReyheardhiswords,heimmediatelywalkedovertothegiantpythonexcitedlyandsquatted

downtopickitup.

Soonafter,Geraldhadalreadystartedthefire,andhebegangrillingthesnakemeatoverthefire.



“BrotherGerald,Itoldyouthatthecavewouldnotbethatsimple.Itwassosmelly,butIdidn’texpectit

tobeasnakecave!”

ReylookedatGeraldashespoke.Hefeltthatthecavefromearlierhadbeenratherstrangebecauseof

thesmellyodor,andsureenough,therewasreallyananimallivinghere.

Thesleepinggiantpythonhadprobablycomeoutofthecavetocheckonthembecausetheymusthave

unknowinglydisturbedit.

Ultimately,thegiantpythonhadstilldiedinthehandsofGeraldandbecometheirfood.

Itcouldn’tbehelpedsincethiswashowthefoodchainworked.Theirlifeanddeathweredeterminedby

God.

ThegiantpythonwasjustunluckytohavemetGeraldandthethreeothers.

Afterhalfanhourorso,thesnakemeatwasfinallydone,anditsmelledveryfragrant.

Grilledsnakemeatwasararedelicacythatnoteveryonehadthechancetotasteevenifyouwereinthe

city.

However,thistime,Geraldandthethreewereconsideredluckyasthemeatofonepythonwasenough

tofeedallofthem.



Aftercleaningup,Geraldandhisfriendsbeganenjoyingtheirmealattheentranceofthecave.

Afterthemeal,theyhadfinallyfilledtheirstomachs.

Franklyspeaking,thesnakemeatwasindeedverydelicious.

“Buuurp!”

Reyletoutalongburpwhenhefeltfull.

“I’msofull!I’venevertastedsuchtastysnakemeatbefore.Thisisthefirsttimeinmylife.It’sso

delicious!”

Reyexclaimedwithasatisfiedface.

Snakemeatwasnotsomethingjustanyonecouldeat.

Afterall,snakemeatwasprohibitedinthemarket.

However,itwasdifferenthere.Noonecouldstopthemfromeatingit.Therefore,theywouldnaturally

enjoyittothefullest.

Aftersatisfyingtheirhunger,thefourcleanedupanddepartedagain.



Theweatheroutsidehadalreadycalmeddown,andtherewasnomorelightningandthunder.The

wholeforestwasbacktolifewithbirdschirpingeverywhere.

“Gerald,havewebypassedthephosphoritearea?”

Ontheway,JunoaskedGeraldcuriously.

WhenGeraldheardher,hetookouthismapandcheckedonit.

Afterlookingatthemapforawhile,Geraldreplied,“We’vealmostbypassedthephosphoritearea.Just

afewkilometersmore.”

Thephosphoriteareacoveredaveryvastareaafterall.

Fromyesterdayuntilnow,Geraldandhisfriendshadn’tstoppedmoving.So,theytraveledalong

distanceinjustashorttime.

However,therewerestillafewkilometersmorebeforetheywouldhavebypassedthephosphoritearea

completely.

“Doyouthinkthesoulhunterswillcatchupwithus?”

JunolookedatGeraldandaskedinconcern.

Geraldshookhisheadimmediately.

“Idon’tthinkso.Theyshouldn’tknowthatwehaveleftthephosphoriteareaandtakenanotherroute.



However,theymighthavealreadygottenoutofthephosphoriteareabeforeus.ThisiswhatIworry

aboutthemost.”

Geraldsaid,slightlycockinghiseyebrows.

ThiswastheproblemthatwasthemostworrisometoGerald.

Ifthesoulhuntersgotoutofthephosphoriteareabeforethefourofthem,itwouldmeanthatthey

wouldkeeponencounteringthesoulhuntersontheirpath.

Itwouldbedifferentifitwastheotherwayround.IfGeraldandtheotherswalkedoutofthe

phosphoriteareabeforethesoulhunters,Geraldandthethreewouldhavetheadvantage,andthey

wouldnothavetobesosubmissive.

“Weshouldhurryup,then.Wemustnotletthesoulhuntersgetaheadofus,orwewouldhavetobeon

thepassiveside!”

JunounderstoodGerald’sconcernandremindedthemimmediately.
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Thejourneyofafewkilometerswasnotverylong,andGeraldandtheotherstookonlytwohoursto

completethejourney.

OnceGeraldandhisfriendswereoutoftheforest,theyturnedaroundandlookedbehindthem.



Atthesightofit,theyknewthattheyhadleftthephosphoritearea.

Behindthem,therewasahugemountainrichinredphosphorus.Thismeantthattheyhadexitedthe

phosphoritearea.

“We’vefinallygottenoutofthephosphoritearea!”

WhenReysawit,heburstoutinexcitement.

Swish!Swish!Swish!

However,assoonasthosewordshadleftRey’smouth,dozensofblackshadowsdescendedfromthe

stonewallaroundthem.

Theblackshadowssurroundedthefourrightaway.

That’sright.Theywerethesoulhunters.

Seeingthis,GeraldandJuno’sfaceschangeddrastically.Theydidn’texpectthatthesituationthey

fearedthemostwouldtrulyhappen.

Murphy’sLawwasindeedtrue.



Thingsthatcouldgowrongwouldalwaysgowrong.

Sureenough,thesoulhuntershadgottenoutofthephosphoriteareaaheadofthemandhiddenhere,

waitingforGeraldandtheotherthreetoambushthem.

“Don’tmove!”

Onepurplesoulhuntercameoutofthecrowdandwarnedthefour,pointingatthem.

ThesoulhunterstookouttheircrossbowsandaimedthearrowsatGeraldandtheothers.

Geraldandhisfriendsdidn’tdaretomovesinceadozencrossbowswereaimingatthem.Themoment

theymadeamove,thearrowsoftheotherpartywouldpiercethroughtheirbodies.

ItwasuselessevenwhenGeraldwasverypowerfulsinceReyandYrsawerewiththem.Hehadto

considertheirsafetyaswellinsteadofjustthinkingofensuringhisownsafety.

“Goandtiethemup!”

Shortlyafter,thepurplesoulhunterorderedthemenbesidehimsternly.

AfewblacksoulhunterswentforwardwithropesandtiedGeraldandtheotherthreeuptightly.

“Let’sbringthembacktothecampsitetoseetheleader!”



Aftertyingthemup,thepurplesoulhunterorderedagain,andtheybroughtthefouraway.

Abouttenminuteslater,theyarrivedatabigcampsite.

Thiscampsitewastheheadquartersofthesoulhunters.

Thepurplesoulhunterbroughtthefourofthemtotheleader’stentrightaway.

“Leader,Iwanttoreporttoyouthatwehavecaughtthefourpeopleandbroughtthemback.Theyare

currentlywaitingoutsidethetent,waitingforyoutodecidetheirpunishment!”

Thepurplereportedtothemaninthecloakinthetent.

Hearingthenews,thefaceofthemaninthecloakchangedimmediately.

“Bringthemin!”

Then,theyheardtheorderofthatman.

Oncehehadsaidthat,thepurplesoulhunterwalkedoutofthetentanddraggedthefourinside.

Onceinside,thefourofthemstoodinfrontofthemaninthecloak.

Themanstaredatthem.

“So,youaretheoneswhokeeppesteringus?”



ThemaninthecloakquestionedGeraldandhisfriends.

“So,youmustbetheleaderofthesoulhunters.”

Geralddidn’tanswer.Instead,heaskedthemaninthecloakinreturn.

HearingGerald’squestion,themaninthecloakimmediatelylockedhisgazeonGerald.

Theystaredintoeachother’seyes,neitheronewillingtogivein.

Inaninstant,Geraldandthemaninthecloakreleasedtheirpowerfulauras.
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Chapter 1834.

Upon feeling Gerald’s aura, the man in the cloak was startled. He didn’t expect that Gerald
would use his aura to fight against his own aura. Moreover, his aura was not weak at all,
showing that Gerald was not an ordinary person.

However, the other people in the surrounding area were almost out of breath because of
their strong auras.

The auras of these two men were far too strong.

“You are very special!”

Finally, the man in the cloak withdrew his aura and said to Gerald with an interested
expression.

“Heh. It’s nothing.”

Gerald replied calmly with an indifferent look on his face.

“What exactly is your purpose for coming here?”

The man in the cloak continued to question Gerald.

“Would you believe me if I told you we are just here for a vacation?”

Gerald countered the man in the cloak’s question without showing any inferiority.

“Ha! Ha! Ha!”

Hearing Gerald’s words, the man in the cloak burst into laughter.

“Vacation? Do you really think that I’m a three-year-old kid? Do you honestly think I can’t
see what’s special about you guys? You must be here for the Phangrottom Clan.”

The man in the cloak snorted at once and directly stated the purpose Gerald and the other
three had come for.

Having said that, the man in the cloak raised his hand and snapped his finger.

Immediately, the purple soul hunter came in, carrying a book and a map in his hands.

The purple soul hunter handed the two things to the man in the cloak.

Seeing this, the faces of Gerald and the others became grave. They knew that their secret
couldn’t be hidden anymore. They had been completely discovered.

“Why? Are you still planning to act dumb in front of me? You are surely here for the
Phangrottom Clan!”



The man in the cloak stared at Gerald coldly and said.

“Since you have found out about it, we don’t have anything else to say. So, what do you
want?”

Gerald did not try to hide it any longer, and he questioned the man in the cloak
straightforwardly.

Frankly speaking, this one organization was not a problem for Gerald at all. He could easily
kill them all. However, Gerald had to take Rey and Yrsa into account, and that was why he
hadn’t made a move.

“I know you can read this map. I hope you can cooperate with us to search for the
Phangrottom Clan. That way, I will spare your lives. This is a good bargain!”

The man in the cloak proposed his idea directly toward Gerald.

“What if I don’t agree to it?

Gerald replied indifferently.

“You don’t agree? Hah! Do you think you have any room to bargain with me?”

The man in the cloak sneered.

As soon as he said that, a few soul hunters came in, aiming their crossbows at Gerald and
his friends.

Gerald knew that the man in the cloak was trying to pressure him forcefully.

“Alright. I can work with you. However, you can’t have any thoughts about us, and you must
return all of our things to us.”

After a pause, Gerald agreed and told him his condition.

“Sure, no problem. As long as you cooperate with us, we won’t do anything to you guys!”

The man in the cloak agreed to it promptly.

Soon after, the man in the cloak returned their belongings to the four of them.

In truth, the most important thing was still Gerald’s map.

The map that Master Snyder had given to Gerald was the key to finding the entrance of the
path to the Phangrottom Clan. More importantly, Gerald was the only one who could
decipher the map.

After packing up, Gerald and his friends departed with a dozen soul hunters.

“Brother Gerald, what should we do now? Are we really bringing them to the Phangrottom
Clan?” On the way, Rey whispered to Gerald.



Chapter 1835.

“Don’t worry. We’ll see how it goes. You guys try to find an opportunity to escape first. Leave
them to me!”

Gerald looked at Juno and the other two as he reminded them.

They nodded.

“Gerald, the leader of the soul hunters is not weak. You must be careful.”

Juno reminded Gerald once more.

Gerald was well aware. Judging from the previous duel between him and the man, Gerald
knew that the power of that man was not weak. He was a problem, but it did not mean that
Gerald was not his match.

“Yes. Don’t worry. I’ll be careful!”

Gerald looked at Juno and nodded.

The man in the cloak was coming for the Phangrottom Clan. So, Gerald would certainly not
let him get what he wanted so easily, much less allow them to gain the ability to control
ghosts.

Soon, they arrived at the edge of a canyon.



There was only one wooden bridge in the canyon, and the structure looked very shaky. Just
by looking at it, you would know that it was not safe.

However, Gerald and the rest had no way back. This was the only path to enter the most
feminine place. It was a path they had to take no matter what.

Gerald and the three others stood near the bridge and looked across the mountain peaks.

“The distance between the canyon must be at least a hundred meters wide, and it’s windy.
It’s not going to be easy!”

Gerald blurted out.

“What’s wrong, Gerald? What are you worried about?”

When Juno heard him, she immediately asked Gerald in confusion.

“This wooden bridge is not that easy to cross.”

Gerald said firmly with a serious face.

Right then, the man in the cloak and a few soul hunters walked toward them.

“Why did you stop?”



The man in the cloak stared at them and asked.

“The bridge is not easy to cross. If we get on the bridge hastily, it might be dangerous!”

Gerald looked at him and said.

“Huh! Stop all your crap! I don’t care if it’s dangerous or not. I’m sure you have a way to
cross the bridge.”

The man in the cloak didn’t bother at all and replied with a sneer.

Hearing his words, Gerald knew he didn’t have a choice.

“Alright, then. We’ll go first, and you follow us carefully!”

Gerald told them indifferently.

Having said that, Gerald took one step forward.

But before Gerald could move forward, the man in the cloak stopped him.

“What is it?”

When the man stopped Gerald, Gerald frowned and asked coldly.

“You can’t go ahead of us. Who knows if you will play dirty tricks?” said the man in the cloak.



When Gerald heard his words, he was irritated. He had an urge to finish off the man in the
cloak and the soul hunters all at once.

If it was not because of their numbers, Gerald wouldn’t have compromised.

“Okay, okay. In that case, let your men go first, and we will walk in the middle!”

Gerald said helplessly and made an inviting hand gesture.

Seeing Gerald’s attitude, the man in the cloak was very satisfied. Then, he immediately
signaled a few purple soul hunters behind him.

The purple soul hunters understood it right away and got on the bridge, leading the group.

As for Gerald and the other three, they followed closely behind the purple soul hunters. The
man in the cloak and the rest of his men followed behind Gerald, completely surrounding
Gerald and his friends in the middle.

As they walked on the wooden bridge, Gerald felt more and more uneasy. He had an
ominous feeling that the wooden bridge was not as simple as it looked.

The most feminine place was definitely not that easy to find. With only one wooden bridge
between the canyon, didn’t it seem way too easy?

“Gerald, why do you look so sick?”
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Chapter 1836.

Juno noticed Gerald’s expression and asked him in concern.

“I’m just worried that it might not be this easy to cross the bridge. I have an ominous feeling!”

Gerald explained with a serious face.

When Juno heard him, she looked around but did not see anything unusual.

“Are you just being too careful?”

Juno asked suspiciously.

Gerald shook his head in denial.

“It’s not possible. I’m not merely being careful. I simply have this gut feeling!”

Boom!

As soon as Gerald said that, a loud explosion rang in the entire canyon.

The crowd immediately looked to the left side of the canyon, as the sound came from that
direction.



The whole canyon was so dark that they couldn’t see the situation clearly. Besides, the sky
was also turning dark with black clouds forming in the sky. This was certainly not a good
sign.

The next second, something happened that stunned everyone.

A swarm of black insects flew out from the left side of the canyon and rushed directly toward
them.

“What’s that?”

Someone asked in surprise.

However, nobody knew what that was. They only knew that it was not a good thing.

“Let’s go! Quick!”

Gerald reacted quickly and told the three behind him.

Having said that, Gerald and the three ran forward at top speed.

However, it was not as simple as it seemed. The few purple soul hunters in front of them had
suddenly been crushed to death by falling stones from the mountains, and those stones
blocked their way directly.

“D*mn it! Brother Gerald, the path is blocked. What should we do now?”



Seeing this, Rey asked Gerald in shock.

At the moment, both ends of the path were blocked by the stones, and Gerald and the rest
had nowhere else to go.

Not only that, but they also had to face the swarm of flying insects.

Gerald turned around and looked behind him.

The soul hunters were already taking out their crossbows to attack the insects.

However, how could their crossbows possibly deal with the insects? They were simply
wasting their energy.

“Argh!”

Following that, cries of misery and screams were heard.

The screams rang through the entire canyon.

A few soul hunters were surrounded by the insects, and in just a few minutes, they had
already turned into piles of bones.

Seeing this, everyone was shocked.

“Rey, take out the clothes in your bag!”



Rey suddenly thought of something and instructed Rey, who was behind him, immediately.

Rey reacted swiftly and took out a piece of clothing, giving it to Gerald.

Then, Gerald took out a lighter from his pocket and set the clothes on fire.

All insects were afraid of fire. That was why Gerald had done this.

“Follow me!”

Gerald said to Rey and the girls.

Then, Gerald and the other three marched forward. Gerald kept waving the burning clothes
in his hand as he led the way.

As expected, it worked, and the insects didn’t dare to get near the four of them and went for
the soul hunters instead.

When the man in the cloak saw Gerald’s actions, he reacted swiftly and ordered his men to
light a torch or some clothes.
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Snap!



A crisp breaking sound was heard, and the wooden bridge broke mercilessly!

In an instant, everyone fell into the deep abyss of the canyon.

Shouts, screams, and shrieks were heard in the canyon. The sound echoed in the canyon
for a long time before dissipating completely.

At that moment, Gerald and his friends fell directly into the river of the canyon together.

Luckily, the bottom of the canyon was not the ground, but a river. Otherwise, they would
have already fallen to their deaths.

Nevertheless, the water of this river was bone-chilling.

Gerald quickly located Juno and the others and got them to the riverside one by one.

Rey was completely unconscious. He seemed to have fainted out of fear.

After a difficult swim, Gerald, Juno, and Yrsa finally managed to drag Rey to the riverbank.

The four lay on the riverbank.



After catching his breath, Gerald immediately reacted.

“Quick! We shouldn’t be resting here. We must leave this place now and find somewhere to
make a fire to warm our bodies!”

Gerald reminded Juno and Yrsa.

The water of the river was bone-chilling, so their body temperature would drop drastically. If
they delayed it any further, they would get hypothermia, and when that happened, they
would truly be in big trouble.

Having said that, Gerald lifted Rey up and left the riverbank with Juno and Yrsa.

The four came to an open area, and Gerald put Rey down.

“You guys wait for me here. I’ll go get some firewood!”

Gerald instructed them and walked into the forest quickly.

Gerald came back after a short while with some firewood.

Then, he made a fire.

“Take off your clothes. We’ll dry the clothes first. We will catch a cold if we keep wearing
them!”



Gerald said to Juno and Yrsa.

Juno and Yrsa didn’t disagree. They couldn’t afford to care so much now. It was more
important to stay alive. They wouldn’t care if it was embarrassing or not now.

Following Gerald’s instruction, the four took off their clothes and dried them by the fire.

Meanwhile, Gerald took out two pieces of clothes from Rey’s bag and handed them to Juno
and Yrsa.

After all, they were girls. He should take good care of them.

Coincidentally, Gerald felt that Yrsa’s body shape was not any worse than Juno’s.

But now, Gerald was not in the mood to care about that.

After about half an hour, their clothes were finally dry, so they put them back on.

“What’s wrong with Rey?”

Yrsa glanced at Rey and asked Gerald.

“He probably just fainted due to fear. He’ll be fine!”

Gerald explained briefly.

Gerald had checked Rey’s heartbeat and pulse just now and determined that everything was
normal. So, this must mean that he had simply fainted out of fear.



Hearing Gerald’s answer, Juno and Yrsa were relieved.

“Gerald, you were right. There really was a problem with the wooden bridge!”

As they were sitting together quietly, Juno said to Gerald with lingering fear.

“It felt strange right from the beginning. Think about it. The most feminine place should not
be this easy to find. How could there be a wooden bridge that was so easy to cross in
between the canyons?”

Gerald said to the girls.

“Anyway, what the hell were those things just now?! They’re so scary!”

Yrsa asked. Her heart was still racing in fear.

Gerald and Juno shook their heads simultaneously. They did not know as well.
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“I don’t know. Regardless, those insects are surely not that simple. They eat humans. Look
how the soul hunters were eaten and turned into white bones in seconds!”

Gerald said in retrospect.



Now that Gerald mentioned it, Juno and the other two got goosebumps instantly.

It couldn’t be denied that what they had witnessed just now was indeed very horrifying.

A living human had been turned into a pile of white bones. It was utterly horrific.

Thankfully, they were finally out of danger.

Right then, Rey regained consciousness.

“Rey, you’re awake.”

Seeing Rey awaken, Gerald looked at him and said.

“Brother Gerald, Miss Zorn, I… Are we dead?”

Rey asked in confusion, looking at Gerald and Juno.

Slap!

When Gerald heard that, he slapped Rey at the back of his head, feeling rather annoyed.



“What the hell are you talking about?! We’re all alive and well! Come to your senses
already!”

Gerald glared at Rey and uttered word by word.

From that, Rey had completely sobered up.

“That’s great, Brother Gerald! We’re fine now. That’s so wonderful!”

Once he had come to his senses and knew that he was fine, Rey hugged Gerald tightly as
he shouted in excitement.

He had been scared to death as he was falling from such a high place. That was why he had
passed out, thinking he was going to die just like that. But now that he knew he was fine, he
was overjoyed.

“Can you be more like an adult already? Why are you acting like a little girl when you are
actually a grown man? You’re not even as brave as Yrsa!”

Gerald admonished him with an annoyed look on his face.

‘Just look at Juno’s disciple, Yrsa. She was just fine! She didn’t even show the slightest sign
of fear and was very calm. On the other hand, look at Rey. The difference between the two
was so obvious.’

“Um…”



When Rey was criticized by Gerald, he became embarrassed.

Yrsa and Juno, who were sitting beside them, watched and snickered.

“By the way, Brother Gerald, why did the wooden bridge break?”

Now, Rey looked at Gerald in confusion and asked.

“Because there were too many people on the bridge just now. That’s why the structure of the
bridge was weakened. Besides, both ends of the bridge were hit by the stones, and that’s
why it broke!”

Gerald explained briefly.

“Either way, we should consider ourselves lucky. If it wasn’t because of that, we would have
been trapped on the bridge and ended up becoming insect food!”

Gerald didn’t forget to emphasize that.

Indeed, they had nowhere to escape to at that time.

If the wooden bridge hadn’t broken, Gerald and the other three would have had to face the
man-eating insects, and they might have turned into white bones, just like the soul hunters.

“Then, what should we do next?”

Rey continued to ask.



“We’ll rest for a while, and then we will continue our journey. There must be another route to
bypass this place!”

Gerald said directly.

Hearing what he had said, Rey and the girls didn’t have any objections. They always
followed Gerald’s commands.

After all, they could only be safe when they were with Gerald.

After half an hour of rest, the four of them set off again.

But this time, it was better since they had finally gotten rid of the soul hunters.

That way, there wouldn’t be any obstacles ahead of them.

They wondered what had happened to the man in the cloak and his men.
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The four set off again. The path they took was considered easy as it was flat ground, so
there was no danger.

The four had walked a very long distance unknowingly. They had passed by two hills and
reached another hill.



Seeing that the sky was getting dark, Gerald and his friends found a spot to rest.

Right at that moment, a light caught their attention.

“Brother Gerald, look! There’s a house!”

Rey had sharp eyes, so he saw it right away and shouted at Gerald.

Gerald and the girls looked in the direction. Sure enough, it was a house, and there was
smoke coming out of the chimney.

This surprised them very much. They never thought that there would be someone living in
the deep forest. It was rather unbelievable.

Without any hesitation, they walked toward the house, which was at the bottom of the valley.

By the time they got there, it was already very dark.

Knock! Knock! Knock!

Gerald stood at the door and knocked on it.

After a while, the wooden door was opened.



When the door opened, an old man appeared in front of them.

“Old man, could you let us spend the night at your place?”

Gerald smiled and asked the old man.

The old man glanced at Gerald and looked at Juno and Yrsa, who were behind Gerald.

Only then did he nod subtly.

“Sure, come in!”

Having said that, Gerald and the other three entered the house with the old man. They didn’t
forget to close the door properly.

Gerald and the others were very happy. They had been worried that the old man might not
have agreed to let them in just now.

Once inside, the four of them walked into the room.

“Have a seat!”

The old man brought out four chairs for them, and they sat down.



“Thank you, old man!”

Gerald smiled and thanked the old man quickly.

Hearing what Gerald had said, the other three quickly thanked the old man as well.

“You must have not eaten yet, right?”

The old man did not bother about their thanks and asked them calmly instead.

Hearing his words, Gerald and his friends nodded in slight embarrassment.

They were indeed very hungry, and they hadn’t eaten anything for one whole day.

Later, the old man served them some food and tea.

“There’s nothing delicious, just these dishes. You can have them!”

The old man said to them as he served the food on the table.

“It’s alright, old man. We’re very grateful for the food you’re giving us.”

Gerald said immediately.

It was good enough that he was willing to give them food. They wouldn’t dare to be picky.



Soon after, they started eating.

As they were so hungry, everything tasted very nice.

After gobbling up the food, they were finally full.

“Buuurp!”

Rey acted like he always did, letting out a long burp when he was full.

“Old man, why do you live here alone?”

Gerald asked the old man.

The old man was working on something as he sat. He seemed to be weaving something with
some bamboo.

“I’ve lived here since I was young!”

The old man gave Gerald a simple answer.

“What should we call you, old man?”

Gerald asked.
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“Bates.”

The old man simply told them his surname.

“Nice to meet you, Mr. Bates. I’m Gerald Crawford. Thank you for letting us stay here
tonight!”

Gerald quickly greeted the old man and expressed his gratitude.

“What are you guys doing here?”

Mr. Bates looked at the four of them and asked.

Gerald and the other three were startled by his question.

“Hehe. Mr. Bates, we came here just for a leisurely trip, but we lost our way.”

Gerald explained to Mr. Bates with a smile.

“Leisure? Young man, you must be taking me for a fool.”

Mr. Bates doubted his words and admonished Gerald.



Now, Gerald and the three were even more surprised. They didn’t expect that Mr. Bates
would actually know they were hiding something.

“Mr. Bates, why do you…”

Gerald asked, pretending to look at Mr. Bates in doubt.

“Young man, I’ve lived half of my life. You can’t lie to me. You’re not here for leisure. You are
here to search for the territory of the Phangrottom Clan!”

Subsequently, Mr. Bates stated their purpose of coming here openly.

What?!

Their faces changed immediately, showing great surprise.

“Mr. Bates, how did you figure it out?”

Gerald asked curiously.

Although Mr. Bates knew their purpose for coming here, Gerald did not feel a sense of
hostility from him.



“Hehe. This place is not a tourist attraction. People come here for just one thing, and that is
to look for the territory of the Phangrottom Clan.”

Mr. Bates told them frankly.

Gerald and his friends were amazed. They never expected that Mr. Bates would be so
observant.

“Since you have discovered it, I shall not hide it from you anymore. That’s right. We’re here
to look for the territory of the Phangrottom Clan!”

Gerald didn’t hide it any longer and admitted it openly.

It was useless to hide and argue if your secret had already been discovered.

“Young man, the territory of the Phangrottom Clan is not a place anyone can go. I advise you
to just go back to your place.”

Mr. Bates kindly reminded them.

They were a little startled when they heard that.

“Why did you say so?”

Gerald asked doubtfully.

“Hehe. There were many people like you coming here to look for the territory of the
Phangrottom Clan. But in the end, no one came back alive. So, I’m saying this for your sake.
Just leave tomorrow morning.”



Mr. Bates smiled as he reminded them again.

“Mr. Bates, we’re no ordinary people. Besides, we come with a mission to save the world.”

Gerald explained to Mr. Bates.

“Ha! Ha! Ha!”

Hearing Gerald’s words, Mr. Bates burst into laughter, and his laugh was full of mockery.

“Young man, don’t say things like that. Those who came here said that as well. But what was
the use of that? They still died here in the end.”

Mr. Bates uttered, totally disregarding what Gerald had said.

From what he had said, it seemed like Mr. Bates had met a lot of people. Moreover, their
deaths might be related to him.

This was such a deep, old forest, and he lived here alone. This alone was already very
strange and unbelievable.

“Mr. Bates, do you know the location of the territory of the Phangrottom Clan?”

After a pause, Gerald looked at Mr. Bates and asked.

Upon being asked that question, Mr. Bates raised his head and stared at Gerald.



After staring into each other’s eyes for a few seconds, Mr. Bates opened his mouth.

“I’m sorry. I don’t know where it is!”

Hearing his words, Gerald did not press him further.

However, Gerald could see that Mr. Bates probably knew the location of the territory of the
Phangrottom Clan. He just refused to tell them.
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“I appreciate the reminder, Mr. Bates, but we still have an important mission to accomplish.
Since the sooner we locate the territory of the Phangrottom Clan the better, we’ll only be
staying the night! We’ll leave at dawn!” replied Gerald in a gratuitous tone as he looked at
Mr. Bates.

Upon hearing that, Mr. Bates said nothing. Even so, if one paid close attention to his
reaction, they would be able to see his face twitching slightly in response…

It was late into the night before Gerald and his party finally decided to sleep. To ensure that
they wouldn’t get sneak attacked in the night, Gerald suggested that the four of them take
turns keeping watch.

After agreeing, Gerald was elected first to stay on guard whereas the others headed to bed.

Thankfully, even after his shift ended and he swapped places with Rey, nothing much really
happened throughout the night.



The party of four awoke early the next morning and instantly began packing up. Gerald
himself walked over to the door to check on how things were looking outside…

To his surprise, he was immediately greeted by the sight of Mr. Bates standing right in front
of their door!

Definitely not expecting to meet Mr. Bates in such a way, the wide-eyed Gerald then stared
at the calm-looking man for a while before asking, “…Is… there something I can help you
with, Mr. Bates…?”

“Tell me, are you really sure that you want to look for the territory of the Phangrottom Clan?
Is there no way to deter you?” asked Mr. Bates in a serious tone.

Upon hearing that, Gerald quickly shook his shock off before nodding and determinedly
replying, “Indeed, Mr. Bates. We absolutely must go!”

“…Very well, then. Since you’re so adamant, I’ll lead you there. However, I must remind you
that in the end, everything depends on your fate!” declared Mr. Bates, surprising Gerald once
more.

Gerald, for one, hadn’t expected Mr. Bate’s attitude to change that quickly. After all, the man
had been trying his hardest to deter them from looking for the territory of the Phangrottom
Clan for most of the night. To think that he was now willing to lead them there!

Still, just as Gerald had thought, Mr. Bates knew where the territory of the Phangrottom Clan
was. With that in mind, Gerald was prompted to wonder whether the death of the previous
party—that had attempted to locate the place—had anything to do with Mr. Bates…



Regardless, Gerald’s train of thought was cut short when he heard Mr. Bates say, “Let’s not
waste any more time. Hurry and pack up!”

Watching as Mr. Bates then turned around to leave, Gerald himself quickly ordered the rest
of his party to hasten their packing.

Shortly after, everyone was ready to leave, and they began following Mr. Bates into the
depths of the mountains…

Not a word was uttered throughout the entire journey, so eventually, Gerald took the initiative
to break the silence by saying, “So… Why the change of heart, Mr. Bates?”

“Let’s just say you’re different from that previous party!” replied Mr. Bates in a calm tone.

“…Different in what way, Mr. Bates…?” asked Gerald in a curious tone.

“Hah! The earlier party who came looking for the clan were only interested in robbing the
tomb! With how blinded by greed they were, it was pretty much impossible for them to locate
the Phangrottom Clan in the first place! Them dying only makes sense!” replied Mr. Bates in
a calm tone, almost as though he was unfazed by their deaths…

Growing even more curious now, Gerald then asked, “…How… exactly did they die, Mr.
Bates…?”

“Hmm? I killed them of course,” replied Mr. Bates.

The second he heard that, Gerald’s expression instantly darkened. To think that Mr. Bates
would confess to something like this so casually!
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“Don’t worry, I won’t harm you. After all, I trust you way more than that previous group!”
added Mr. Bates when he saw the drastic change in Gerald’s expression.

Though Mr. Bates said that, Gerald was rightfully still slightly worried. After all, who knew
whether the man was telling the truth? Despite his worries, Gerald understood that he still
required Mr. Bates’s guidance for now.

With that in mind, he could only choose to act accordingly. The second Gerald found
something amiss with Mr. Bates, he would surely deal with the man without mercy…

Following that awkward conversation, the group walked for about another hour before finally
arriving at what appeared to be a gigantic Stonehenge lookalike…

Naturally bewildered by the sight of it, Gerald was prompted to ask, “And… this is?”

“This is where the portal that leads to the most feminine place can be opened. After passing
through that area, you’ll soon be able to find the territory of the Phangrottom Clan. Mind you,
however, that getting past the most feminine place isn’t as simple as you’re probably
imagining. A weak mind will easily be overtaken by the many ghosts there, and once that
happens, you’ll end up being trapped in there forever!” explained Mr. Bates in an earnest
tone.

Upon hearing that, Gerald then took out the map that Old Flint had given him… And after
looking at it for a while, there was no doubt about it. As it turned out, they really were at the
right place. Mr. Bates hadn’t been fooling them at all.



With that in mind, Gerald then turned to look at Mr. Bates before asking, “…Then… When
will the portal open?”

“It’ll open in three days. That’s the middle of the month, if you’re curious as to why.
Regardless, take note that the portal will only remain open for three days. If you fail to return
before then, you’ll be trapped there for life, even when the portal reopens in the future!”
replied Mr. Bates in a kind tone.

“…Is there no other way we can enter that place…?” asked Gerald as he looked at Mr.
Bates, not wanting to have to wait for three days. After all, he was sure that there were
definitely other ways to enter the most feminine place.

Understanding Gerald’s motive, Mr. Bates then said, “Patience is a virtue, young man!
However… Since it was the heavens that fated our meeting, I suppose I could open the
portal in advance. However, note that if I do so, only three of you are allowed to enter. One
of you has to stay behind! Also, you can’t enter alone either. There needs to be at least two
of you, that’s just how it is.”

Despite that being the case, Gerald looked utterly delighted.

Watching as Gerald turned to face them, Juno was prompted to say, “Why don’t you and Rey
go, Gerald? I’ll stay out here with Yrsa!”

Hearing that, Gerald thought for a moment before asking, “Say… Since you said that only
two to three people can enter at a time… Could Rey and I enter first before Juno and Yrsa
follow behind? That’s technically entering in pairs, no?”

Since Mr. Bates immediately shook his head, Gerald could only sigh. It was worth a shot.



At that moment, Rey cleared his throat before saying, “…On the contrary, I think you should
head there with Miss Zorn, Mr. Crawford. I’ll stay out here with Yrsa!”

After all, since Juno and Gerald were both trained cultivators, they would be able to look out
for each other more efficiently once they were inside.

To his surprise, Juno quickly replied, “No, it’s too dangerous for you and Yrsa to stay out
here without us. With that in mind, just go along with Gerald. That way, I can protect my
disciple as we wait for your return.”

“I’ll have to agree with Miss Zorn. The two of us are entering, and that’s that!” added Gerald,
who was also worried that Rey and Yrsa would find themselves in deep trouble—if Gerald
and Juno entered together—since neither of them could properly defend themselves.
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“…Alright then!” replied Rey with a nod.

Hearing that, Gerald then said, “It’s decided then, Mr. Bates. Both of us will be entering, so
please open the portal for us in advance!”

Upon hearing that, Mr. Bates said nothing. Instead, he walked over to the largest stone pillar
in the middle of the ‘Stonehenge’ before pulling out a small knife from his sleeve…

After making a small cut in his hand, he placed his bleeding palm onto what appeared to be
the symbol of a ghost eye on the pillar… and seconds later, the pillar began shaking as the
other surrounding pillars began glowing in hues of blue!



Shortly after, a blue portal appeared before Gerald and his party…

“That’s the portal. Head in now, and remember. Only three days or you’ll never be able to
leave!” reminded Mr. Bates as Gerald and Rey nodded.

“Got it! Don’t worry, Mr. Bates! Also, I’ll have to trouble you to take care of the two of them in
the meantime. Thanks for everything!” replied Gerald in a determined voice as looked at the
man.

After seeing Mr. Botes nod, Gerald and Rey then entered the portal… and the second they
made it across, the portal vanished.

The pillars themselves instantly stopped glowing, making it seem as though nothing had
ever happened here…

Regardless, after witnessing such a magical scene, both Juno and Yrsa could only gape in
awe…

Meanwhile, Gerald and Rey found themselves walking through some kind of tunnel-like
passage…

Leaning close, the already terrified Rey grabbed onto Gerald’s clothes while muttering,
“P-please remember to protect me well, Mr. Crawford…!”

“…Didn’t you say that you weren’t afraid of ghosts?” grumbled Gerald.



“Well, yeah… I’m not afraid of ghost movies, but this is reality! Who knows when a ghost
could pop up?” replied Rey in his slight cowardice.

Things were definitely way scarier when he wasn’t expecting ghosts to only pop up on
screen!

Regardless, Gerald remained silent, knowing where Rey was coming from. After all, Rey
wasn’t used to dealing with ghosts yet, so it was normal to be frightened. Courage would
surely come once the lad got used to it.

Whatever the case was, it was about ten minutes later when they finally got out of the
passageway… and they were instantly greeted by the sight of a large stone tablet.

Carved on it were four individual characters that stated, ‘The most feminine place’.

Looking beyond the tablet, the duo was able to see another path that seemed to lead to the
centermost area in the most feminine place… That was also supposedly the area where
various ghosts and spirits resided…

“The true adventure starts here, Rey. Prepare your mind and please refrain from screaming
or shouting when anything happens! Just endure it!” warned Gerald as he looked at Rey.

After all, if Rey’s screaming accidentally disturbed the ghosts’ and spirits’ peace, it would
surely spell a world of trouble for them…

“I-I’m ready, Mr. Crawford!” replied Rey after taking a deep breath.



Nodding slightly in response, Gerald then began leading the way into the depths of the most
feminine place…

With how gloomy and dark the entire place was, just being here would surely send shivers
down the spines of even the bravest of people… Naturally, Gerald and Rey were no
exceptions.

If this was how it was going to feel throughout their stay here, it now made sense why Mr.
Bates had made it compulsory for at least two people to enter at a time…

Had Gerald chosen to enter alone, he would surely be overpowered by the threatening
ghostly aura around him… If that happened, he would essentially end up becoming a full
ghost himself, causing him to be trapped in this place forever…

Regardless, after walking past a bridge, the duo soon came across a city of sorts…
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The city was known as Phantom City, and it was a city that was made specifically for ghosts
and spirits.

From where they stood, Gerald and Rey could see that everything in the city looked
ancient… The duo was also able to see several ghostly peddlers—that varied in
appearance—scattered all over what appeared to be a market in the city.

Understanding that most of the spirit world was going to look like this, the duo decided to
make haste and began walking toward the city’s entrance…



However, upon reaching the city’s gates, their entry was promptly blocked by a pale-faced
man donning a long black robe.

Staring at the two with his blue eyes, the black-robed man declared, “Neither of you belong
here. Leave!”

“Before that… Who exactly are you…?” asked Gerald.

“I go by Phanto, and I’m the phantom officer of this place!” introduced Phanto, much to the
surprise of Gerald and Rey.

To think that phantom officers existed in the first place! It was almost like they were in some
television drama or something!

After a slight pause, Gerald smiled faintly before replying, “We’re only passing through this
place, and we aren’t here to cause trouble, sir. With that in mind, please allow us to pass!”

Since this wasn’t his usual territory, Gerald knew that he had to refrain from acting rashly. At
the very least, he needed to remain polite.

However, if a similar scene had happened in the real world, Gerald would’ve already made a
move on whoever dared to obstruct his way. As if he would have the time to waste with
politeness!

“Look, I need a passing permit to allow you to enter! If you don’t have any, don’t even dream
about entering!” replied Phanto in a stern voice.



“A passing permit? How do we obtain one?” asked Gerald.

Hearing that, Phanto then pointed at a tall tower emitting dark blue lights—that honestly
wasn’t all that far away—before explaining, “You can get it by passing a test there. Once
you’ve got that done, you’ll receive your passing permit!”

“Thank you for sharing!” replied Gerald as he began walking toward the tower with Rey.

As it turned out, entering the most feminine places really wasn’t going to be as easy as they
had anticipated. Since Gerald couldn’t think of any other way to enter and he would very
much prefer to resolve this issue without using force, the only way forward was to pass that
test… At the very least he wouldn’t end up offending any of the locals.

Regardless, they soon found that the tall tower’s gates had been tightly locked. Even so,
they knew that there were individuals inside since the interior constantly glowed in that
familiar blue hue…

With that in mind, Gerald was just about to knock on the door when suddenly, it swung open!

Before Gerald could even react, a cold and gloomy-sounding voice could be heard coming
from inside, shouting, “Enter!”

Hearing that, Gerald was first to enter. However, just as Rey was about to follow, the gates
suddenly slammed shut behind Gerald!

“…H-huh? What’s happening, Mr. Crawford…?” asked the astonished Rey.



“One individual at a time!” yelled the same voice from before.

Understanding that this was simply a rule to this place, the disheartened Rey could only sit
on one of the tower’s many steps as he waited for Gerald to return…
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Gerald himself soon came across a white-haired person donning a long, grey robe…

“Hmm… I can see that you’re half human and half ghost!” said the robed person as he
stared at Gerald from head to toe.

Naturally, this momentarily startled Gerald. To think that this person would be able to tell that
easily!

“…And you are…?” asked Gerald.

“I go by Torme, and I’m the phantom emissary in the most feminine place. In simpler terms,
I’m responsible for interacting with outsiders. It’s the reason why I was so easily able to
discern your origins,” explained Torme.

“…I see. It’s a pleasure to meet you, sir. I go by Gerald Crawford, and just as you’ve said,
I’m half human and ghost. However, do note that I’m also a cultivator!” replied Gerald, not
feeling the need to hide that fact.



“That would explain why there’s such a massive cocktail of spiritblade and holy spirit within
your body… Still, the spiritblade you own is simply astonishing. If this continues on,
something will definitely happen to you!” said Torme with only good intentions.

Of course, Gerald knew for a fact that Torme was talking about the Astrabys Sword that he
had on him.

Choosing to ignore the topic, Gerald then declared, “…Whatever the case is, I’m here to
obtain a passing permit, sir!”

“So it would seem. I’m assuming you’re trying to head to the territory of the Phangrottom
Clan, correct?” asked Torme as he stared at the youth.

“Indeed!” replied Gerald with a nod.

“I assume you know that you’ll have to pass a test before you’re able to get the permit?” said
Torme as he continued staring at the youth.

“I do. It’s the reason I came here in the first place!” replied Gerald in a determined voice.

“Very well, then. Are you prepared?” asked Torme.

“Ready as ever!” declared Gerald without the slightest hesitation.

The second Gerald’s sentence ended, however, Torme seemingly vanished as Gerald’s
surroundings instantly darkened!



While a regular person would’ve certainly felt that the darkness was overbearing, Gerald was
no ordinary person.

Standing calmly on the spot, it wasn’t long after before a stone door appeared before Gerald.

“This will lead to the first stage of your test,” said Torme from within the darkness.

Hearing that, Gerald then turned the doorknob… and upon opening the door, he was greeted
by an astonishing sight.

Before him, was near-endless people killing each other! The fact that the individuals looked
like they came from different time periods only served to confuse Gerald even more.

“From the past, till the present, war has never changed… Murder and death are simply
interconnected. Regardless, here are three choices. Based on what you’re currently seeing,
would you choose to let all the villains die? Or perhaps you’d prefer to allow all the good
people here to have a chance to get reincarnated. There’s also the option of simply allowing
fate to decide… Which will it be?” asked Torme’s disembodied voice.

Upon hearing that, Gerald began pondering about it.

While the test may have seemed easy, Gerald knew that it was simply a front. After all, how
could a test on human nature ever be that simple?

Either way, Gerald knew that all three choices weren’t all that bad. The problem was, which
was the correct answer? He really didn’t want to fail the very first test…
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After thinking about it for a while longer, Gerald declared, “…I choose to let fate decide!”

“…Oh? An unexpected answer! Care to explain why?” asked Torme.

“Well, essentially, not one person can truly decide the life or death of themselves or others.
In the end, fate is the final decider. If it truly is a person’s time to meet their end, then there’s
simply no stopping it. With that in mind, I have no right to choose the eventual destinies of
these people! While it’s true that I’d love to have all the despicable villains die, I believe that
they’ll eventually reap what they’ve sown! After all, fate will surely grant them suiting ends
when the time is right!” explained Gerald.

After saying all that, applause could instantly be heard as Torme said, “Not bad! You’re
different from the others! Congratulations, you’ve passed the first test!”

Following that, the darkness disappeared, and everything appeared the way it had
previously been. Torme himself hadn’t budged from the spot, though he was now smiling as
he praised, “As you’ve said, nobody can truly decide the life and death of themselves or
others. I’m glad to hear that you’re not the kind of person to mercilessly kill others!”

While Gerald was surprised to know that he had passed the first test so easily, he quickly
snapped out of it before politely replying, “I appreciate the compliment, sir!”

“Well said! Regardless, are you ready for your second test?” asked Torme.



“I am!”

Upon saying that, Gerald watched as Torme vanished once more and his surroundings
began changing again…

In the end, Gerald was enveloped in darkness again… This time, however, there was a
screen with quickly alternating scenes playing on it…

From what Gerald could see, the screen was projecting the experiences of a person from the
moment he was born till the day he died…

“What you’re watching is a person’s entire life… Fleeting, isn’t it? Now tell me, what do you
think about life?” asked Torme’s disembodied voice.

Hearing that, Gerald turned to look at the screen, wondering if he was now being tested on
his understanding of life…

‘What do I think about life…? What even is life…?’ Gerald thought to himself.

After a brief pause, Gerald was prompted to ask, “…Have you experienced life as a human
before, sir?”

“I have, though I refuse to experience such a life again!” replied Torme in a slightly
remorseful tone that Gerald was immediately able to up.

From what Gerald could assume, Torme must have lived an excruciating life for him not to
have another shot at it.



With that, Gerald then closed his eyes tightly as multiple scenes began playing in his mind…
The scenes themselves were his own experiences from when he was young up till this very
day…

While it was true that as a child, he had it pretty rough, he was now living quite a good life.
Wasn’t life just a series of joys and sorrows as well as partings and reunions?

It wasn’t long after that thought when Gerald reopened his eyes before saying, “…While
everyone’s lives are different, to me, life is essentially just a cycle that one goes through from
the day they are born till they die… The cycle itself is essential so that one gains enough
experience to better themselves before they enter the afterlife…”
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“Pain, happiness, money, and family… all those are just small parts of life. In the end, what
really matters are the choices one makes as they slowly proceed through the cycle of life…
While I’m not sure what experiences you’ve undergone before, I do know that life isn’t
constantly filled with grief and pain. Enjoyable parts of life definitely exist, and once
individuals realize that, they’ll surely live better lives instead of constantly complaining about
life’s injustices…” explained Gerald.

While Gerald hadn’t really grasped what the test was about in the beginning, after thinking
about all this, he was now sure that he was being tested on how well he understood life.

What more, Gerald had noticed that the scenes playing on screen were simply Torme’s
experiences when he was still alive. With that in mind, Gerald was sure that the test was
also done to help Torme resolve his inner issues.



Whatever the case was, Gerald was now sure that in order to have a good life, one had to
experience it to the fullest. In doing so, individuals would be able to go through the most of
their grief, joy, partings, and reunions before they eventually passed on…

Regardless, after Gerald stated his answer, Torme reappeared before Gerald again, causing
the room to revert to the way it was.

Smiling subtly, Torme then said, “For hundreds of years, I’ve been waiting for a person to
help me resolve all my resentment… Thanks to you, I’m no longer burdened by all this! As
you’ve said, going through cycles is the only way that humans are able to progress!
Congratulations, you’ve passed the second test!”

Hearing that, Gerald couldn’t help but feel happy.

“…However, your life is much more different compared to others. After all, at this rate, you’re
going through way more gains and losses than any average joe could ever experience. With
that in mind, I hope you’re mentally prepared for the fact that in the end, some of those
people will leave you for good…” added Torme.

Upon hearing that, Gerald’s heart skipped a beat. From the looks of it, Torme could see
Gerald’s future…

While he now knew that, Gerald chose not to ask for any details. After all, there was no use
knowing about the future. In the end, he was the one in control of his own fate, and he
refused to deliberately change it just to alter the future that Torme saw.

Besides, it wasn’t as though he was going to be able to alter his future the second Torme
told him about it. Every action he made could vastly change his fate, after all.



Whatever the case was, Gerald simply nodded at Torme in response before saying,
“Understood, sir!”

“Very good. Now then, let the final test begin!” replied Torme as he waved his hand, causing
the scene to shift again…

While Gerald was surprised that Torme didn’t even ask him if he was ready this time, he was
even more astonished when he suddenly saw a figure slowly approaching him…

Squinting his eyes to get a clearer look at the figure, it wasn’t long before the stunned Gerald
realized who she was…

It was none other than Juno!

When Juno got close enough, she smiled faintly before calling out, “Gerald!”

Hearing her gentle, familiar voice, Gerald couldn’t help but ask, “…Juno… You… Why are
you here…?”

“Say… Why don’t we stay here forever, Gerald…? Just you and me in the most feminine
place… together,” replied Juno, completely ignoring Gerald’s question.

“…Huh? Stay… here? Of all places? Why would you even suggest such a thing…?” asked
the deeply confused Gerald.

“…Hmm? Could it be that you’re hesitant about staying here with me…?” replied Juno as her
cheery expression instantly turned gloomy.



Before Gerald replied, he suddenly remembered that up till this point, everything that Torme
had shown him had merely been illusions. With that in mind, he now knew that this ‘Juno’
was nothing more than just another illusion!

“…I refuse! After all, everything here is just an illusion!”
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After saying that, Gerald stared hard at the fake Juno… and in the end, his immense
willpower was able to break the illusions around him!

Watching as everything returned to normal, the surprised Torme could only stare at Gerald.
To think this youth would have such powerful willpower…

“…I’ve yet to meet someone who has willpower as great as yours… You truly are a powerful
individual…” praised Torme.

“I appreciate the compliment, sir. Regardless, I assume you were testing me on my
willpower?” asked Gerald slightly curiously.

“Indeed, and with how easily you broke the illusion, I’m pleased to say that you passed with
flying colors! Your performance up till this point has been well over my expectations!”
declared the amazed Torme.



Compared to all the previous others who had taken the test, Gerald was by far the fastest to
shatter the illusion… It was incredulous, honestly.

Whatever the case was, Gerald then nodded before asking, “So… that’s test three, correct?
How many tests are there in total, sir…?”

Realizing that he hadn’t told Gerald about that, Torme quickly replied, “There are a total of
five tests, so only two remain now. Even so, I hope you don’t let your guard down since the
final two tests will be the deciding factor on whether or not you get your passing permit! I’ll
also say it in advance that those two tests are extremely difficult to pass, so you best
prepare yourself mentally!”

“Worry not, sir! I’m ready and I’ll definitely pass the tests!” replied Gerald confidently.

“Very well, then! Let the fourth test begin!” declared Torme with a nod as he changed the
scene once more…

Once everything settled down, all that remained was a table that stood before Gerald… On it
was a piece of paper, a pen, and three boxes…

Raising a slight brow, Gerald then walked over to the table to have a closer look…

The second he was close enough, Gerald quickly realized that the names ‘Rey’, ‘Juno’, and
‘Yrsa’ had been written on the three respective boxes…

Before Gerald could wonder what this test was about, Torme’s disembodied voice could
suddenly be heard saying, “Out of the three names before you, you’ll need to choose one of
them to die. Mind you, you’ll only obtain the key to open the large entrance of the
Phangrottom Clan’s territory once you make your choice.”



Stunned, Gerald could only mutter, “…That…”

Gerald was naturally unwilling to choose any of his dear friends to die. Unsure how to even
proceed with this, he was prompted to ask, “…Is this truly the only way I’ll be able to obtain
the key to open the large entrance of the Phangrottom Clan’s territory…?”

“Indeed!” replied Torme without the slightest hesitation.

Upon hearing that, Gerald now realized that Torme wasn’t kidding when he said that the final
two tests were exceedingly difficult…

“Just so you know, if you fail to choose anyone by the end of all this, you won’t be able to
obtain that key…” added Torme, clearly taunting Gerald.

Feeling at a loss, Gerald then began pondering on his next step… Until suddenly, he
realized that he had a fourth option.

“…Sir, I’d like to choose myself!” declared Gerald as he wrote his own name on the paper
without any hesitation…
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Just as Gerald was bracing for death to hit him, he stared wide-eyed as his surroundings
reverted to how they had previously been.



“Congratulations, Gerald! You’ve passed the fourth test!” declared Torme with a smile as he
walked toward Gerald.

Surprised, Gerald couldn’t help but mutter, “I… passed the test…?”

“Indeed, you have!” replied Torme with a nod.

“Then… was self-sacrifice the answer to that test…?” asked the confused Gerald.

“Not really. Rather than testing your willingness to sacrifice yourself, it was a test to see
whether you’d choose your desires over your friends’ lives. Now that I’ve seen that you’re
clearly one who cares greatly for your comrades, I can safely say that you’ve passed this
test!” explained Torme.

After hearing that, Gerald realized that had he chosen any other option, he would’ve surely
failed the test! However, the even bigger shock came when Torme added, “Also, had you
chosen any of your three friends earlier, they would have died for real! With that in mind,
you’ve essentially saved their lives!”

So… If he had chosen any of his friends, they would have perished just like that…? The
thought of it alone sent shivers down his spine…

“Regardless, you truly are the kindest and most powerful person I’ve met to date… Now, for
the final test… Are you ready?” asked Torme.

Taking a deep breath, Gerald then replied, “Bring it on!”

Nodding in response, Torme then waved his hand… and in the blink of an eye, Gerald found
himself standing within a bamboo forest.



Confused, Gerald was prompted to ask, “…And… This is…?”

“The bamboos in this forest are known as soul bamboo. You’ll pass the final test if you
manage to break a few of them,” explained Torme.

Upon hearing that, Gerald couldn’t help but raise a brow. After all, bamboo in general was
pretty easy to snap.

“Isn’t… the fifth test a little too easy…?” asked Gerald in a confident tone.

Chuckling in response, Torme then calmly replied, “Go ahead and do so, then!”

Hearing that, Gerald then stood before a soul bamboo… and after taking in a deep breath,
he swung the side of his hand toward the bamboo in one fluid but powerful motion!

Though a loud collision sound was heard due to the immense force Gerald had applied, the
soul bamboo barely moved an inch.

Naturally, this stunned Gerald. To think that he would be unable to snap the soul bamboo…
No wonder Torme had been so calm!

“Hmm? Didn’t you say it was going to be easy…? All jokes aside, do understand that each
soul bamboo hosts different meanings. Only after you understand the bamboo’s meaning
and principles will you be able to break it. In a way, fortune plays a rather large part in this,”
added Torme as he looked at Gerald with an interested gaze…



Quickly catching onto the hint that Torme had just given him, Gerald then replied, “Then…
How should I access the meaning behind this soul bamboo?”
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Hearing Gerald’s question, Torme then explained, “You simply need to place your hand on
the soul bamboo. Once you do, it’ll transmit its meaning into your mind. However, please
remember to use your heart to feel it! Don’t ever be led astray!”

Immediately doing as Torme said, Gerald then placed his hand onto the bamboo… and all of
a sudden, the soul bamboo began glowing in a light blue hue!

Gerald watched as the glow slowly enveloped his hand… and a split second later, the youth
found himself standing within a white space.

Looking around, Gerald saw that aside from an old man—who was sitting cross-legged on
the ground—and a Go board before that man, there was nothing else in this empty
dimension…

While he was slightly stunned, Gerald quickly snapped out of it before walking over to the old
man…

“Ah, here you are, mister! Come, have a seat!” invited the old man before Gerald could even
say a word.



Upon hearing that, Gerald simply did as he was told.

Watching as Gerald sat opposite of him, the old man then said, “Since you’re already here,
why not play a game with me?”

Nodding in response, Gerald simply replied, “It would be an honor to play with you, sir!”

Smiling, the old man chose not to say anything as he slowly waved his hand… and just like
that, the Go board was cleared.

Seeing that, Gerald respectfully said, “After you, sir!”

Still choosing to remain silent, the old man simply grinned as a stone hovered out from the
Go bowl and placed itself on the board!

While the magical scene definitely surprised Gerald, he quickly snapped out of it, knowing
that it was now his turn.

Taking a black stone out from the Go bowl, Gerald then placed it on the board as well.

While it was true that Gerald had some experience with Go, it wasn’t a lot by any means.
With that in mind, he wasn’t particularly good at the game. Even so, the game was an
immersive one, and the duo continued putting stone after stone on the board… until
eventually, Gerald’s defeat was sealed.

“Try not to get overly impatient or anxious, mister. You have to learn to understand the
profound meaning of the game…,” said the old man.



Upon hearing that, Gerald could immediately tell that there was some underlying meaning
behind those words. If what he had managed to gather was correct, in order to fully grasp
the bamboo’s meaning, he first needed to understand the game inside out…

With that in mind, the second game soon commenced.

While Gerald was certainly no expert yet, he had improved considerably compared to the
first game.

Gerald had realized that he had merely been on the defense throughout the first game. Due
to that, he lacked the strength to counterattack at the last moment and was promptly
defeated. In Torme’s words, he had been ‘led astray’.

Regardless, now that he knew where his mistake was, Gerald no longer remained on the
defensive. Instead, he launched attack after attack! After a vigorous battle with the old man,
however, Gerald still ended up losing.

“You’ve greatly improved from the last game, mister! Your success is near! I can feel it!” said
the man before clearing the board again.

The second the third game began, Gerald took the initiative to attack. He wasn’t about to get
led astray by the old man anymore. Instead, he was going to be the dominant one this time!

Since his Go game skills had greatly improved by this point, it honestly surprised even
Gerald himself that the old man wasn’t able to launch any counterattacks.

Either way, after an even more vigorous battle than before, Gerald finally attained victory.



“Congratulations on gaining a complete understanding, mister! You may leave now!” said the
old man after losing the game.

Surprised to hear that, Gerald was about to ask something when he realized that the old
man and the go board had vanished!
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Upon returning to the real world, Gerald was instantly swept by feelings of relaxation as his
mind acquired newfound understanding. As it turned out, returning from that white dimension
was the final step for him to gain this understanding.

Looking at the soul bamboo before him, Gerald then lifted his hand… and with a swift strike
using the side of his hand, he sliced the soul bamboo clean in half!

Pleased to have snapped his first soul bamboo, Gerald was now a hundred percent sure of
what the first soul bamboo meant.

Essentially, one couldn’t just expect to see instant benefits. Things needed to be done in
proper order, and only then would success come… After all, while Gerald did lose the first
two Go games, after learning the rules a bit better and observing how things went on the
board, step-by-step, he was eventually able to win against that old man.

Regardless, upon seeing that the soul bamboo had been snapped, Tomie—who had been
watching over Gerald this entire time—couldn’t help but smile as he said, “Congratulations
on breaking your first soul bamboo, Gerald!”



Smiling in response, Gerald then headed over to the next soul bamboo before placing his
hand on it again. The sooner he got all this done with, the better.

Soon enough, Gerald found himself transported to yet another dimension. Compared to the
previous white space, however, Gerald was greeted by the sight of several quickly
alternating beautiful scenes…

Shortly after, another old man made his appearance before smiling warmly as he said,
“Good day, mister. Tell me… What do you think these scenes symbolize…?”

Surprised by the sudden presence of the old man, Gerald quickly shook his shock off before
asking, “…Before that, how should I address you, sir?”

Chuckling in response, the old man replied, “Well, I’m a psychic spirit, so you can call me
that if you’d like!”

“I see… It’s a pleasure to meet you, sir. Regardless, about your question… I can see that the
scenes alternate endlessly among the four seasons. Spring, summer, autumn, and winter…”
said Gerald in a respectful tone.

Nodding in response, the psychic spirit then replied, “Well, you’re not wrong there. While the
scenes do depict the usual seasons, there’s another message to be found in all this… Why
not try calming yourself to see if your heart can sense it?”

Upon hearing that, Gerald nodded before doing as the psychic spirit had told…

After a while, Gerald realized something and he opened his eyes again before saying, “…I
think I understand now, sir. Essentially, not only do the scenes depict the four seasons, but
they also symbolize the different experiences one undergoes in life.”



“The spring scene displays a sprout which I’m assuming symbolizes the moment one is
born. The summer scene, on the other hand, shows how hot it can get.

From what I can gather, it’s a way of saying how hardships and distresses are normal
experiences as one grows older.

Moving on to the autumn scene, it depicts the harvest season, which should be when an
individual feels the most accomplished they’ve ever felt in their life.

Finally, winter, the period of reminiscing. For me, winter symbolizes the moment when one
nears the end of their life cycle…” explained Gerald.

The second his explanation ended, the psychic spirit instantly began clapping as he
declared, “Not bad at all, mister! As you’ve said, the four seasons do indeed symbolize a
person’s life.

I have to say, you truly are extraordinary to be able to have such a deep understanding of
life! You really are different from the others! Regardless, you’ve completed my test so you
can leave now!”

And just as before, Gerald’s consciousness was quickly transmitted back to reality…

Upon seeing the second soul bamboo before him again, Gerald immediately repeated the
slicing action on it!
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As expected, this bamboo broke instantly as well, and by conquering it, Gerald now
understood the meaning of life.

Essentially, one’s life was like the four seasons since everyone experienced birth,
sicknesses, and eventually death. It was simply according to the seasonal cycle. While one
would definitely experience other things as well, nobody would truly be able to change their
fate in the seasonal cycle of life.

Regardless, Torme himself was now smiling widely after watching Gerald successfully break
the second soul bamboo. This youth wasn’t disappointing him in the least!

Whatever the case was, Gerald didn’t even wait for Torme to say anything before moving on
to touch the third soul bamboo.

While Gerald was already used to having his consciousness getting transferred, he still
found himself slightly stunned when he realized that standing before him, was a
doppelganger!

“…And you are?” asked Gerald.

“Heh! I’m just you!” replied the other Gerald as he revealed a subtle smile.

“What? If you’re me, then who am I?” said Gerald.

“You’re me, and I’m you. There’s nothing technical about that! We’re simply the same
person! Even so, we’re different from the way we view things!” explained the other Gerald.



“…Different views? Elaborate,” replied Gerald.

Chuckling in response, the other Gerald then said, “To put it in layman terms, I’m your dark
side! A fancier name would make me your inner demon!”

As it turned out, the lookalike was a manifestation of his inner demons! This must be the
third soul bamboo’s test!

With that in mind, Gerald had a hunch that as long as he managed to defeat the demon, he
would be able to fully understand this soul bamboo.

“Whatever the case is, you’re an idiot, Gerald. Why the hell didn’t you just pick Rey in
exchange for the key to the large entrance of the Phangrottom Clan territory? Picking
yourself… You could’ve died you know?” added the other Gerald in a gloomy tone.

Upon hearing that, Gerald stared at his inner demon for a while before retorting, “As if I’d
ever use my friends as bargaining chips! I’ll never sacrifice them!”

“You utter buffoon! That Rey? He’s just a prick and you know it! You could’ve easily gotten
rid of him for good! How stupid do you have to be for me to spell it out for you?!” scowled the
inner demon as he glared at Gerald.

“Shut it! You’re just my inner demon! In the end, I’m the one who decides on what I think!”
growled Gerald who was getting fed up with his inner self.

Upon hearing that, the inner demon instantly roared in laughter as everything around them
turned pitch black. The scene was nothing short of terrifying…



“Talk big, will you? Look, I can easily just swallow you up, you know? Once that happens,
you’ll be beneath me your entire life!” scoffed the inner demon as he smiled wickedly while
staring at the youth.

Before Gerald could even reply, his eyes widened as his other self summoned an incredibly
familiar-looking sword…

“…The Astrabyss Sword?!” yelled Gerald, feeling slightly stunned that the demon could also
wield the legendary weapon.

“Things could have gone much differently, Gerald! But due to how idiotic you are, you only
have yourself to blame! I’m vanquishing you for good so that I’ll be the rightful owner of your
body and mind!”
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After saying that, his inner demon began charging toward Gerald!

Since the inner demon was an exact replica of Gerald, he shared the same strength and
capabilities as Gerald. Naturally, Gerald noticed this, and he immediately began retreating as
he dodged the onslaught of attacks!

Unfortunately, since their skills were on par, Gerald’s neck ended up getting slightly cut by
the sharp blade.



The Astrabyss Sword’s tip had merely brushed across Gerald’s skin, yet it was already
bleeding… Gerald didn’t even want to imagine what would happen if the sword struck him for
real…

Whatever the case was, he couldn’t allow this inner demon to get rid of him. After all, if he
lost this battle, he would lose control over his body forever!

With that in mind, once he was at a safe distance, Gerald drew out his own Astrabyss
Sword.

“Hah! Thinking of launching a counterattack?” sneered the inner demon.

“You won’t have your way! I’m burying you deep in my heart so that you’ll never be able to
resurface again!” declared Gerald in a righteous tone.

“Let’s see if you can win against me first!” yelled the inner demon as both he and Gerald
bolted toward each other!

Since both of them were equally fast, their blades met even before a split second passed!

With a massive ‘clang’ the impact of the two legendary blades caused both of them to take a
few steps backward!

“I hope you haven’t forgotten that I’m your dark side, Gerald! I don’t have anything weighing
me down! With that in mind, I’m way stronger than you!” scoffed the inner demon in a smug
tone before he immediately began chanting a spell…



Within seconds, Gerald watched as all sorts of knife brandishing ghosts began appearing!
The inner demon had summoned them from the Astrabyss Sword to deal with Gerald!

Though the spirits immediately began rushing toward Gerald, the youth remained calm and
simply took out the spirits, one by one…

However, no matter how many spirits he slew, more would just appear… That b*stard of an
inner demon was simply summoning no end to them!

Laughing maniacally as Gerald got surrounded by yet another group of spirits, the inner
demon then smugly proposed, “Gerald, listen. Wouldn’t it be great if we just cooperated?
With your intellect and my strength, we’d surely be an unstoppable force!”

Naturally, Gerald wasn’t going to agree to that anytime soon.

While the inner demon may have thought that Gerald’s loss was already determined, Gerald
knew that his other self was merely a temporary manifestation of his worst aspects. With that
in mind, there was no way Gerald was going to let that nobody surpass him!

As he thought about that, an idea suddenly came to Gerald. Understanding that it was now
or never, Gerald immediately began projecting his immense will and psychokinetic powers
around him.

The second he started doing so, his inner demon immediately began suffering a severe
headache!

Slowly kneeling, the inner demon held on to his aching head as he asked, “You… The hell
have you done…?!”



“Remember, you’re just a momentary manifestation of my inner demons. With that in mind,
you won’t be able to defeat me in a million years! My true power will always be stronger than
yours!” scoffed Gerald as he walked over to his other self and grabbed it by the neck.

Glaring at his inner demon fine final time, Gerald then increased the force of his grip while
yelling, “Exterminate!”

And just like that, the inner demon vanished, sending Gerald’s consciousness back to
reality…
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With that, Gerald successfully made it past his third soul bamboo, and with a swift attack, he
instantly split it clean in half!

Walking up to Gerald, Torme then smiled as he said, “Congratulations for defeating your
inner demon, Gerald!”

Slightly stunned that Torme knew about his battle, Gerald was prompted to say, “Sir… You…
Knew?”

“Indeed. I saw all that happened in each of the soul bamboos. I also know what each soul
bamboo here stands for. Regardless, had you failed to defeat your inner demon, you’d have
ended up getting swallowed by him.

If that came to be, I’m sure you’re aware that not only would your consciousness get sealed
deep within your heart forever, but that inner demon of yours?



He’d take your place! Thankfully, you managed to defeat him! I must say, you haven’t
disappointed me at all!” declared Torme as he looked at Gerald with a satisfied expression.

Watching as Gerald nodded, Torme then added in a serious tone, “Inner demons are dark
manifestations that exist in everyone’s hearts. Sadly, not many are actually capable of truly
vanquishing them.

While I’ve come across many people who’ve attempted to defeat their inner demons, they
always ended up getting swallowed by their inner demons, resulting in them becoming their
worst nightmares… With that in mind, since you’ve managed to make it past your demons, I
have to say I greatly admire you, Gerald!”

“I appreciate the compliment, sir! Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’ll proceed with the next soul
bamboo!” replied Gerald in a gratuitous tone before walking toward his fourth soul bamboo.

However, before he was able to touch it, Torme suddenly shouted, “Wait!”

Turning around, Gerald raised a slight brow as he asked, “Is… something the matter, sir…?”

“There’s no need to go through the fourth soul bamboo. You’ve passed the test!” replied
Torme, astonishing Gerald quite a bit.

Before Gerald could even reply, he watched as Torme waved his hand… and just like that,
both of them were back in the tower.

“Have… I really passed everything, sir?” asked the confused Gerald.



“Indeed! You’re the most outstanding cultivator I’ve ever met! With that in mind, you have
every right to head to the Phangrottom Clan’s territory! As promised, I’ll also be handing you
the key to the large entrance of that territory! While I’m sure you’re on some extraordinary
mission, do remember that in the end, whether you’ll be able to obtain what you want
ultimately depends on fate…” said Torme.

Gerald himself was currently too pleasantly surprised and excited to feel down by that
statement. To think that he had managed to pass the test without needing to fully complete it!
Torme was even giving him the key to the large entrance of the Phangrottom Clan’s territory!

The youth’s train of thought was cut short when Torme revealed a rectangular wooden box
before handing it to Gerald as he said, “The box contains the key I promised. It’s yours to
take now!”

Taking the box, Gerald then slowly opened it… and inside, was an iron key with the
Phangrottom Rune on it.

Glad to have finally obtained it, Gerald immediately replied, “Thank you, sir!”

“You’re very welcome, though honestly, you deserve the key. Regardless, a bit of advice
before you head off. The Phangrottoms are a spiritual clan that rules over all souls… With
that in mind, I’m sure you can imagine that they’re not ones who are easy to persuade. What
I’m saying is please make sure that you’re mentally ready to face everything, and that
includes quite a bit of pain. It’s not a stretch to claim that your real test will begin once you
arrive there!” advised Torme.

“Got it. I’ll keep that in mind!” replied Gerald in a respectful tone.

“I’m sure you will. Now head off! The passing permit is already hanging on your waist!” said
Torme as he waved his hand at Gerald.



Upon hearing that, Gerald instantly looked at his waist area… as true to Torme’s words, a
passing permit was hanging there! When had Torme even done the deed…?

Chapter 1855.

Whatever the case was, Gerald simply nodded before walking out of the tower…

Upon exiting, he saw that Rey was taking a nap with his back leaning against the tower’s
walls!

Squatting down, Gerald then patted Rey’s face a few times while saying, “Hey, I wasn’t in for
that long… Are you seriously sleeping here?”

Quickly waking up, the shocked Rey couldn’t help but exclaim, “A-ah! Mr. Crawford! You’re
finally out? I’ve been waiting for ages!”

“…Ages? I’m pretty sure I’ve been in there for half an hour at most,” replied Gerald as he
raised a slight brow.

Then again, Rey wasn’t one to lie. Could the time in the tower move differently compared to
the time in the outside world…? After all, as they said, ‘a day in heaven was equivalent to a
year in the human world’. With that in mind, who’s to say that the tower didn’t function
following those rules? While it wasn’t completely out of the question, it still seemed rather
magical to Gerald.

“…Regardless, I’ve managed to obtain the passing permit, so let’s go!” added Gerald, not
wanting to bother about something that trivial. After all, the more crucial thing to do now was
to enter the Phantom City…



Soon after, the duo arrived at the city’s gates again, and upon showing the passing permit to
the phantom officer, they were finally granted access into the place…

“…Say… What exactly did you have to do to obtain the passing permit, Mr. Crawford…?”
asked Rey in a curious tone.

“Let’s just say I had to go through some tests of life,” replied Gerald, knowing that his answer
was the truth despite how vague it sounded.

As Gerald recalled all the principles and experiences of life that he had been tested on back
in the tower, he couldn’t help but feel pleased that after all that, he managed to obtain the
key to the large entrance of the Phangrottom Clan’s territory as well.

Whatever the case was, Rey naturally didn’t know what Gerald was going on about,
prompting him to say, “…Huh? Come again…?”

Shaking his head, Gerald then leaned closer to Rey before whispering, “Forget about that for
the moment. I actually have some good news to share! See, I’ve managed to obtain the key
to the large entrance of the Phangrottom Clan’s territory!”

Upon hearing the good news, Rey immediately grew excited as he exclaimed, “Really?”

“Hush! Aren’t you worried at all that others may learn of this?” replied Gerald as he glared at
Rey while gesturing for him to keep it down.

Upon hearing that, Rey instantly calmed down, making sure to cover a hand over his mouth
to ensure no further noise came out from him…

After walking for a while longer, the duo came across a town within Phantom City. While it
looked no different from human settlements, the ghosts here had their own lifestyles that
were evidently different compared to how humans lived.

As the duo watched hordes of ghosts wandering along the streets of the town, it wasn’t long
before a few phantom soldiers—riding phantom horses—encircled Gerald and Rey!

“Both of you, come with us!” ordered one of the soldiers in a frigid tone.




