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Uponhearingthatcommand,theduocouldonlyexchangeglances.

Knowingthatitwouldn’tdothemanygoodtocauseascene,bothofthemsimplyfollowedthe

phantomsoldiers’lead…

Eventually,theyarrivedatwhatappearedtobeapalaceofsortswithinthecity…

Afterbeingledin,thetwosoonsawanarmor-cladghostsittingatopathrone,lookingallhighand

mighty…

Unbeknownsttothem,theghostwentbythenameofYohrGod,andhewastherulerofPhantomCity.

“Yourhighness!Wecapturedthesetwoforeignersinourcity’stown!”reportedoneofthephantom

soldiersastwoothersledGeraldandReyforward.

Uponhearingthat,YohrgottohisfeetbeforesquintinghiseyesatGerald…

Afterawhile,Yohrwaspromptedtosay,“…You’requitethespecialone!”

“Thankyou,though…Whoareyouagain…?”askedGeraldinacomposedtone.

Boomingwithlaughter,Yohrthenreplied,“You…don’tevenknowwhoIam?Youtrulyhavesomenerve

cominghereifyoudon’tevenrecognizeme!”



“He’sourcity’smagnificentking,YohrGod!”snappedoneofthephantomsoldiersstandingattheside.

Hearingthat,GeraldandReycouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlysurprised.Tothinkthattherewouldactually

beaghostkinghere!

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfeltthatitwasbestnottoimmediatelyoffendthesepeople.Itwas

honestlyamusinghowGeraldwastheonetryingtobereasonablewithactualghostsinsteadofthe

otherwayaround.

Regardless,Geraldthensaid,“Justsoyouknow,we’renotheretocauseanytrouble!We’resimply

passingthroughthemostfeminineplace!”

“Passingthrough?Whereexactlyareyouheadedto?”askedYohrinamuchsternervoicenow.

“I’mofftoseekthePhangrottomClan!”declaredGerald,seeingnoreasontolie.

Evenso,uponhearingGerald’sanswer,Yohr’sexpressioninstantlygrewgloomyashesaid,“Youcan’t

beserious.Incaseyoudidn’tknow,anyonewhobargesintotheirterritorywilldefinitelysufferaterrible

fate!Doyouhonestlythinkyoucanmakeitbackinonepiecewithjustthetwoofyou?Howutterly

ridiculous!”

WatchingasYohrthensnorteddisdainfullywhileglaringatthem,Geraldsimplychuckledbeforesmiling

ashereplied,“ButofcourseI’mserious.Whywouldn’tIheadtherewhenevenyoucalledmea‘special

one’?”

“Areyoutalkingbacktome?Areyoutryingtocourtdeathorsomething?!”growledYohrasheinstantly



transformedintoadarkfogthatboltedtowardGerald!

Inbarelyasplitsecond,YohrwasalreadystandinginchesawayfromGerald’sfeet,hiseyesglaring

straightintotheyouth’s.

“Aren’tyouafraidofdeathatall?”scoffedYohrashecontinuedstaringatGerald.

“Hah!AsifI’dcomehereinthefirstplaceifIwasafraidofdying!Regardless,perhapsthiswillanswer

yourquestion!”retortedGeraldwithasnortasheseparatedhisspiritfromhisbody!

StaringatGerald’sghostform,thesurprisedYohrcouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“…Soyou’reacultivator

who’shalfhumanandghost?Colormesurprised!”

WhileYohrwaswellawarethatthereexistedotherhalfhumanandghostcultivatorslikeGerald,healso

knewthatthesehybridcultivatorsweregenerallymuchstrongerandhadwaymorecapabilitiesthan

fullyhumanones.

Withthatinmind,Yohrthenturnedtofacehisphantomsoldiersbeforeordering,“…Untiethem!”

AfterwatchingthesoldiersdoYohr’sbidding,Geraldthenreturnedtohisbody.

Reyhimselfhadbeenshockedsilentthisentiretime.Basedonwhathehadjustwitnessed,henow

knewhowthatinnkeeperhadendedupgettingalltieduptheotherday.Afterall,justlikewhathad

happenedmomentsago,Gerald’sphysicalbodyhadgoneunconsciouswhilehewasinhisghostform.If

Reyrememberedcorrectly,thiswassimilartohavinganout-of-bodyexperience!
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“…Leaveusbe!Allofyou!”orderedYohrathissoldiers,promptingthephantomsoldierstoquickly

leavetheroom…

Oncetheyweregone,YohrimmediatelygesturedforGeraldandReytotakeaseatbeforelookingat

Geraldandasking,“Nowthen…IwonderhowIshouldaddress,goodsir?”

“IgobyGeraldCrawford!”

Noddinginresponse,YohrthenturnedtolookatRey,cueingtheboytoadd,“YoucanjustcallmeRey!”

“Isee,Isee…Apleasuretomeetbothofyou,GeraldandRey.IadmitthatImayhavebeenabit

offensiveearlier…Withthatinmind,Idohopethatyoudon’ttakethattoheart!”saidYohrina

respectfultoneashesmiledsubtly.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReywererightfullyconfused.Afterall,Yohr’sattitudetowardthemhad

justtakenacompleteone-eighty!

“…Wedon’t.Regardless,wereallyarejusthopingtopassthroughPhantomCitytoaccomplish

somethingimportantelsewhere!Withthatinmind,Ihopeyou’lljustletusgo!”repliedGerald,not

wantingtowasteanymoretimethanheneededtohere.Everysecondcountedwhenitcameto

obtainingthePhangrottomTalisman…

“Ofcourse,ofcourse…Butbeforethat,IdohaveafavorI’dliketoaskfromyou!”saidYohr.



“…Afavor?”askedGeraldinreturn.

“Indeed!Essentially,Ihopethatyou’llbringaPhangrottomJadebackonceyou’redonewithyour

mission!”saidYohrasheretrievedasheetofpaperfromunderhisarmorbeforehandingittoGerald.

AftertakingthepaperandlookingatthesketchofthePhangrottomJade,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,

“…Andwhydoyouneedthisjade?”

“That…I’mafraidIcan’ttellyouaboutthatforthetimebeing…However,I’lldefinitelytellyoumore

aboutitonceyoubringitback!”repliedYohrinanalmostpleadingtone.

“…Fine.Consideritdone!”saidGeraldsincehejustwantedtoleavethisplacealready.

“Iappreciateit,GeraldandRey!I’llgetmymentoescortyououtrightthisinstant!”declaredYohrwith

awidesmileonhisfaceasheorderedforhissoldierstore-entertheroom.

Escortedbythephantomsoldiers,GeraldandReythenleftPhantomCityrathereasily…andsoonafter,

theygottoQuayWaves.

QuayWavesitselfwasalargeoceanthatseparatedthePhantomCityfromtheterritoryofthe

PhangrottomClan.Withthatinmind,theduowouldhavetoscaletheoceaninordertogettotheir

destination.However,howweretheygoingtodoit?

“…Aretherenoboatstoridetocrossthisocean?”askedGeraldashelookedatoneofthephantom

soldiers.

“Negative.We’veneverbeenthereeither,soevenifwehadboats,wewouldn’tknowhowtogetthere.



Regardless,thisiswhereourescortends.Therestisuptoyou,”repliedthephantomsoldierastherest

ofthemnoddedbeforequicklyridingbacktothecity…

Watchingasthesoldiersleft,GeraldandReycouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheyhadjustbeendeserted.

“…Well…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”askedRey.

Geraldhimselfappearedratherperplexed.Tothinkthatthisoceanwouldbethelargesthurdleoftheir

journeyyet!

Lookingaround,Geraldsawthattherereallyweren’tanyboatsaround.Didtheyactuallyhavetoresort

toswimming…?Thenagain,Geraldknewbetterthantoactuallyattempttoscaleanoceanjustby

swimming…
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“…I’msurethere’sawayacross!Itjusthasn’tshownitselfyet!”declaredGeraldasheimmediately

begansearchingforwaystocrossthelargeoceans.

Seeingthat,Reybegandoingthesame.However,evenafterquiteawhilehadpassed,theywereunable

tofindanysuitablemodesoftransportation.

Withthat,theduocouldonlysitbythebeach,hopingforamiracletoappear…

“…Say,Mr.Crawford…?Doyoureallythinkthatashipwillcomeifwejustwaitaround…?”mutteredRey

ashelookedatthesky.



“Ibelieveinmiracles,soyes.Yes,Ido,”repliedGeraldinaconfidenttone.

Thesecondhissentenceended,alowrumblecouldsuddenlybeheardcomingfromtheocean…

Gettingtotheirfeet,theduowatchedwide-eyedastheoceanbeganbubblingandthewavesbeganto

part…!Withinseconds,whatappearedtobeasolidifiedwaterypathappearedrightatoptheocean’s

surface!

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,thedelightedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“See?Miraclesdo

exist!”

BeforeReycouldevenreply,Geraldwasalreadyrushingovertothewaterypath…anduponsteppingon

it,Geraldfeltthatthepath—thatwasformedbyseawater—wassofttowalkon,almostasthoughhe

waswalkingonanaircushion…

Seeingthatitwassafetowalkon,ReyquicklyranafterGerald…Andafterrealizingthathetoocould

walkonwater,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“How…Howtrulymagical,Mr.Crawford…!”

ThiswasnaturallyafirstforRey,whichexplainedwhyhewassoshocked.Still,tothinkthathewouldbe

abletoactuallyexperiencewalkingonwaterinhislifetime!Suchsceneswereusuallyreservedfor

televisiondramas!

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemquicklybeganproceedingacrossthewaterypath…andafter

walkingforabouttenminutes,theduowasfinallyabletoseethesolepieceoflandattheendofQuay



Waves…

Theland,ofcourse,wastheterritoryofthePhangrottomClan,andasidefromGeraldandRey,only

sevenotherspiritexplorershadevermanagedtocomethisfar…

Eitherway,thesecondtheysteppedonland,thewaterypathbehindthemquicklydisappeared…

Noticingthepresenceofastonetablettotheirleft,theduowalkedoverandsawthatthewords,

‘PhangrottomClan’hadbeencarvedintoit.Besidethetablet,wasagiganticstonestatuethatwas

modeledafteroneofthepastrulersofthePhangrottomClan.Fromhowgranditlooked,itwasevident

thatthestatuesymbolizedhowsupremetherulerwas…

Regardless,uponconfirmingthattheywereattherightplace,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“We’re

finallyhere,Mr.Crawford!Tothinkthatwe’dmakeithereinonepiece!”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenretrievedthekeytothelargeentranceofthePhangrottomClan’s

territory—thathehadobtainedfromTorme—beforeinsertingitintothedoor…

Afterturningit,aloudrumblecouldbeheardasthelargeentrancebeganshakingratherviolently…and

withinseconds,theentrancetothePhangrottomClan’sterritorywasopened.

Thefirstsightthatgreetedthemwasseveralstatuesthatappearedtobemodeledafterindividualsfrom

thePhangrottomClan.Forsomereason,Geraldfeltthatthestatueshadbeenplacedtherefora

reason…

Eitherway,thankstohowperceptiveGeraldwas,hewasabletorealizeintimethatavolleyofarrows

hadjustbeenshottowardthemfrominside!



“Duck!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelypushedReytothesideoftheentrance.

Geraldhimselfwasjustintimetohavehisbackagainsttheoppositesideoftheentranceashundredsof

arrowsbeganshootingout!

HadGeraldreactedanyslower,bothofthemwould’vesurelyendedupbecomingarrow-filledcorpses

bynow…!
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Asitturnedout,thereweretrapslitteredallovertheplaceheretopreventintrudersfromentering…

Eitherway,itwasonlyafewminuteslaterbeforearrowsfinallystoppedshootingout…

Oncetheyweresurethatthecoastwasclear,theduothencautiouslypeekedbeyondthedooragain…

Turningtolookatthecountlessarrowslitteredontheground,Reycouldn’thelpbutgulpashe

muttered,“…Thankgodyoureactedsoquickly,Mr.Crawford…Otherwise,wewould’vesurelybeen

piercedtohighheaven!”

“Indeed…I’massumingevenmoretrapsawaitusinside.Withthatinmind,dobecarefulandstickclose

tome!Neverwalkaroundrandomly,understand?”repliedGerald.



“Youdon’thavetotellmetwice,Mr.Crawford…!”repliedthestillslightlyrattledRey.

EvenifGeraldhadn’tsaidthat,Reywould’vestilldonethesame.Asifhe’ddaretoevenmovefivefeet

awayfromGeraldafterwitnessingallthat!

Regardless,theduothencautiouslybeganenteringthearea…

Meanwhile,backintherealworld,JunoandYrsaweresimplywaitingfortheduo’sreturnatMr.Bate’s

place.SincetheyhadnoideawhenGeraldandReywouldreturn,alltheycoulddoatthemomentwas

waitthere.

“Howmuchlongerwilltheyremaininthere,Mr.Bates…?”askedJuno.

“IwishIcouldanswerthat…Afterall,evenIdon’tknowwhatcouldhappenthere…Wecanonlyhope

thattheirfortuneprotectsthemthere…”repliedMr.Bates.

Whilehisreplywasvague,Junoreallycouldn’tbebotheredaboutit.Afterall,inhermind,sheonly

hopedthatthetwowouldmakeasafereturn…

Itwasatthatmomentwhenallthreeofthemsuddenlyheardwhisperscomingfromwithinthenearby

forests…

Raisingabrow,Junoturnedtolookatthesourceofthevoices…andtohershock,thespeakers

appearedtobetheSoulHuntersfrombefore!Tothinkthattheyhadmanagedtosurvivetheincident

thathadbefallenthembackatthewoodenbridge!



“Mr.Bates!It’stheSoulHunters!”saidJuno.

Snortinginresponse,Mr.Batesthenreplied,“Theyjustdon’tknowwhentogiveup,dothey?”

Uponhearingthat,JunoandYrsaweremomentarilystunned.TothinkthatMr.Batesknewabout

them…

“Leavefromthebackandfindsomeplacetohide.I’llbedealingwiththem,anduntilIsayit’ssafeto

comeout,remainhidden!”orderedMr.Bates.

“Gotit!Becareful,Mr.Bates!”repliedJunoasshequicklyheldontoYrsa’shandbeforeleadingherout

thebackdoor…

Barelyevensecondsaftertheyleft,thecloakedmancouldbeseenbargingintoMr.Bate’scourtyard

withseveralSoulHunters.

Seeingthat,Mr.Bateswalkedoutandsimplystaredatthecloakedmanrightintheeye…

Smilingsubtly,thecloakedmanthenstaredbackatMr.Batesbeforesaying,“Beenquiteawhile,Mr.

Bates!”

“Howhaveyoustillnotgivenup,Leandro?”repliedMr.Bateswithoutbeatingaroundthebush.

ThemanMr.BateswassquintingatwentbyLeandroZaborowski,andhewastheleaderoftheSoul

Hunters…



LaughingaloudafterhearingMr.Bate’sstatement,Leandrothenshamelesslydeclared,“ButofcourseI

haven’t!Iwon’tstopuntilI’veobtainedthePhangrottomTalisman!OnceIfinallyhaveit,I’llbeableto

ruleovertheghostworldandmakeeveryonethereobeyme!”

“Hah!Andthat’sexactlywhyyou’llneverbeabletoobtainit,Leandro!”sneeredMr.Bates.
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Uponhearingthat,murderousintentinstantlyflashedacrossLeandro’seyes!Withinasplitsecond,

Leandro’spalmwasalreadyinchesawayfromMr.Bate’schest!

However,Mr.Bateshadanticipatedtheattack!Withthat,theirtwopalmsclashed,sendingpowerful

shockwavesflyingallovertheplace!Howabsolutelypowerful…!

Naturally,thetwoweren’tabouttostopthere,andtheduocontinuedexchangingblowafterblow!

Witnessingallthisfromafar,JunoandYrsacouldn’thelpbutfeelstunned.TothinkthatMr.Bates

possessedsuchpowerfulmartialartsskills!Afterall,hewasabletobeonparwithLeandro’sstrength!

Withhowthingsweregoing,however,itwashonestlyquitehardtoseewhowasmorepowerful…

NotlongafterJunohadthatthought,Mr.BatesfailedtoreactintimetooneofLeandro’sattacks,

causinghiseyestowidenasLeandro’spalmhithimsquareinthechest!

SnortingcontemptuouslyashewatchedMr.Batesspurtbloodouthismouth,Leandrothensneered,

“Boldofyoutothinkthatyoucanstillhandleyoungpeople,youoldb*stard!”



Followingthat,LeandrokickedMr.Batesrightinhisstomach,sendingtheoldmanflyingbackward!

Landingquiteadistanceaway,Mr.Bates—whowasnowlyingontheground—wasunabletoevencrawl

backupanymore…

Sadly,hisagewasthefactorthatdisallowedtheoldmanfromwinningagainstLeandro.Therewas

simplynocompetingagainstayoungerperson’sspeed…

Regardless,Juno’sfuryinstantlyflaredupwhenshesawwhathadjusthappened.Whileshewantedto

gosavehim,sheknewthatifsherevealedherself,notonlywouldsheexposeYrsaandherselftodanger,

butshewouldalsoletMr.Batesdown.

Bitingherlowerlip,allsheandYrsacoulddowascontinuetohelplesslywatchasMr.Batescontinued

gettingbeatenupbyLeandro…

However,shortlyafter,aSoulHunterdonningpurpleattirecamerunningovertoreport,“Leader!

We’vefoundquiteanumberoffootstepsintheforestnearby!”

“Oh?”repliedLeandroasheimmediatelydraggedMr.Batestohisfeet.

“Tellme…Didfourindividualscomelookingforyou?Didyouopentheportalforthem,youold

b*stard?”interrogatedLeandroasheglaredatMr.Bates.

Inresponse,however,theinfuriatedMr.BatessimplyspatatLeandro’sfacebeforeyelling,“LikeI’dtell

youthat!”

“Youmother*cker…!Justperishthen!”roaredLeandrobeforeinstantlysnappingMr.Bates’sneck!



Witnessingthat,JunoandYrsacouldonlyclosetheireyesastearsbeganrollingdowntheircheeks…To

thinkthatMr.Bateshaddiedjusttoprotectthem…

“Leadmetothefootstepsandwe’llfollowthemwherevertheylead!Also,bringthisb*stard’scorpse

along!”instructedLeandroashissubordinatesimmediatelydidastheyweretold.

Followingthat,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethegrouparrivedattheStonehengelookalike…Uponseeing

that,Leandrocouldinstantlytellthatthiswaswheretheportaltothemostfeminineplacecouldbe

opened.

Takingacloserlookatthestonepillarinthecenterofthestructure,Leandrofoundthattherewere

bloodstainsleftbehind.Puttingtwoandtwotogether,hethenreturnedtoMr.Bates’scorpseandlifted

theoldman’shand…Andtrueenough,therewasaratherrecentcutmarkthere…

Whileallthiswashappening,unbeknownsttoLeandroandhismen,JunoandYrsahadsecretlybeen

tailingthem…
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Regardless,LeandrothenorderedhismentoslitMr.Bates’sneck.Withhowfreshthecorpsewas,blood

immediatelybeganflowingout…

Asitturnedout,theywereunwillingtoletMr.Batesrestinpeaceevenaftermercilesslykillinghim…

Howabsolutelyinhumane…

Evenso,thisperfectlyexplainedwhyMr.BateshadbeensoreluctanttohelpLeandroandhis

subordinates.Withthatinmind,itmadesensewhytheoldmanhadchosentodieratherthan

compromisewithsuchaperson.

ThoughLeandrothoughthewassmartbyobtainingMr.Bates’sbloodtoactivatetheStonehenge

lookalike,hequicklyfoundoutthatitwasn’taseasyasheimagined.

Afterall,evenafterheorderedhissubordinatestopourMr.Bates’sbloodontothestonepillar,nothing

happened.

“D*mnit!”scowledtheangryLeandroashisfuryraisedevenfurther.

Unabletocontainhisanger,heretrievedaknifebeforeslowlywalkingovertoMr.Bates’scorpse…and

torelievehiswrath,hebeganslicingthecorpseup!Howunbearablycruel!

EventheotherSoulHunterscouldonlyquiverinfearastheywatchedtheirleadercommitthose

heinousacts.Noneofthemevendaredtomakeasoundforfearthathewouldventhisangerouton

themnext.

Oncehecalmeddownalittle,Leandroglaredathissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Setupcamphere!

We’rewaitingforthemtoreturn!”



Sincehewasn’tgoingtobeabletoenterthatplace,allhecoulddowaswaitforGeraldandhispartyto

return…

Whateverthecasewas,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelygottowork,notdaringtowasteanytime

forfearthatLeandro’sangerwouldsparkagain.Fearwasapparentlyagreatmotivatorsincethemen

wereabletosetupatemporaryencampmentaroundtheStonehengelookalikeinnotimeatall…

Leandro’splanwastoambushGeraldandhispartythesecondtheyreturned.Whatatrulywickedplot…

Meanwhile,GeraldandReythemselveswerequietlyexploringthePhangrottomClan’sterritory,careful

witheachstepsothattheywouldn’taccidentallytriggeranotherdeathtrap.

Naturally,theyhadnowayofknowingthatMr.Bateswasnowdead.Still,onceGeraldeventuallyfound

outthatnotonlyhadMr.Batesbeenkilled,buthisbodyhadbeendesecratedsovilelyaswell,hewould

surelyflyintoarage.Leandroandhissubordinatesweredefinitelygoingtohavehelltopayoncehe

finallyreturned…

Theystilldidnotknowwhathadhappenedoutthere,andtheywerealsounawareoftheresultinwhich

Mr.Bates’scorpsewasbeingdismemberedjusttoprotectthem.

IfGeraldlearnedaboutthat,hewoulddefinitelybedeeplyfurious.HewouldcertainlynotletLeandro

andhissubordinatesoff.HewouldalsogainjusticeforMr.Bates,makingLeandroandhissubordinates

payaheavyandhorribleprice.

ButthosethingswouldonlyhappenafterGeraldgainedthePhangrottomTalisman.



GeraldbroughtReyalongandwalkedintotheterritoryofthePhangrottomClan.

Regardless,astheduomadetheirwaytothecentermostpartoftheterritory,theyinstantlybecame

vigilantwhenthetorchesaroundthemstartedlightingup!

Followingthat,adeepandspine-chillingvoicecalledout,“Whogoesthere?”

ForgetRey,evenGeraldcouldn’thelpfeelingafraidwhenheheardthatvoice!

Beingascaredy-cat,thepale-facedReywasalreadyhyperventilatingasGeraldreplied,“I’macultivator!

IgobyGeraldCrawford!”

Secondsafterheshoutedthat,bothGeraldandRey’simmensefearfinallydieddown.

Nowthathecouldbreatheproperlyagain,thestillfearfulReycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldashe

exclaimed,“W-whatthehellwasallthatabout,Mr.Crawford…?!”

“Canit!”snappedGerald.
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Uponhearingthat,Reywentsilent,notevendaringtobreathetooloudly…Andasplitsecondlater,a

blackfiguresuddenlyappearedbeforethem!

Wieldingascepter,theindividualhadacrownmadeofbonesatophishead,andhismaskboretwo

sharpfangs…Inotherwords,thepersonlookedutterlyterrifying…

Staringatthetwo,theindividualthenreplied,“…AndIgobytheGrimPhantom.I’mtherulerofthe

PhangrottomClan!Whyhaveyoucome?”

EachwordtheGrimPhantomsaidfeltdomineeringandpressuringatthesametime,andwithhow

immenselyimposingtheGrimPhantom’saurawasalone,Geraldcouldalreadytellthattherewasno

wayinhellhewouldbeabletowinagainsttheGrimPhantominbattle.

TheGrimPhantom’spowerwasprobablywaypasttheThousandSoulsRealm…!Geraldcouldn’teven

beginfathominghowtrulypowerfultheGrimPhantomwas!

Afterdoinghisbesttoshakesomeofthefearoff,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforerespectfullysaying,

“…Goodday,sir.Yousee,I’mahalfhumanandhalfghostcultivatorwho’scometoborrowthe

PhangrottomTalismaninordertosaveallthesoulsintheworld…Theanacondahasdied,yousee,

whichmeansthatthelargeentranceoftheghostworldisnowopen…”

“Hah!Everythingissimplygoingaccordingtodestiny!Withthatinmind,nothingwillchangeevenifyou

dotakemyscepter!Regardless,sincetheentranceoftheghostworldisnowopen,I’msurethatvast

changeshavealreadytakenplaceintheworld.Perhapsyou’llevenfindeverythingtobeforeignonce

youreturn!”sneeredGrimPhantomashelookedstraightintoGerald’seyes.

“Evenifthat’sthecase,I’dstillliketotry!Attheveryleast,knowthatI’llstrivetomaketheresidentsof

boththehumanandtheghostworldliveharmoniously!Afterall,I’msurenoneofuswishformass

sufferingandpaintooccur!”repliedGeraldinadeterminedtone.



Hearingthat,theGrimPhantomcouldn’thelpbutseeGeraldinanewlight.Asitturnedout,Gerald

trulywasthinkingofthebenefitforallthesoulsintheworld.

Understandingthat,theGrimPhantomcouldn’thelpbutsighashedeclared,“…Fine,then!Takeit!”

WhilethisdefinitelysurprisedGeraldandRey,theywereequallydelightedtohearthat.Afterall,

neitherofthemhadanticipatedthattheGrimPhantomwouldhandthetalismanoverthateasily!

Regardless,evenaftertheGrimPhantomhadhandedthePhangrottomTalismantoGerald,theyouth

honestlyfoundallthishardtobelieve…

Evenso,heforcedhimselftosnapoutofitbeforesaying,“Thankyou,GrimPhantom…!”

“You’reverywelcome.Keeptoyourwordanddon’tmakemeregrethandingthetalismantoyou!Make

suretosaveallthesoulsintheworld!”repliedtheGrimPhantominaslightlymorecasualtone.

“Definitely!”repliedGeraldashenodded.

GeraldknewthattheGrimPhantomtrustedhimgreatly.Otherwise,whyelsewouldhehandthe

talismantothemthateasily?Whateverthecasewas,sincetheGrimPhantomwasplacingthatmuch

trustinhim,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtowillinglydisappointthegreatindividual.Hewould

definitelysaveallthesoulsintheworld!

Eitherway,justasGeraldwasabouttoleavewithRey,theduoheardtheGrimPhantomshout,“Hold

it!”



Turningaround,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Is…somethingthematter,sir…?”

WhileGeraldwonderediftheGrimPhantomwasabouttogobackonhisword,heimmediatelyshook

thethoughtoff.Therewasnowaysuchasuperiorindividualwouldevergobackonhisword!Then…
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“Youcan’tleavethewayyoucamein.I’llbefrankandsaythattherearepeoplewaitingtoambushyou

ifyoureturnthesameway!”explainedtheGrimPhantom.

Feelingslightlystartledbythatclaim,Geraldthenasked,“Are…yousure,sir…?”

BeforeReycouldchimein,theGrimPhantomsimplywavedhishand,summoningwhatappearedtobe

aviewingportal…

Staringwide-eyedatit,GeraldandReyrealizedthattheareashownintheportalwasnoneotherthan

theStonehengelookalikethattheyhadusedtoenterthisplace!Evenmoreshockingwasthefactthat

notonlywereseveraltentsnowpitchedaroundthatarea,buttherewerealsomultipleSoulHunters

patrollingthegrounds!

Asitturnedout,GrimPhantomhadbeentellingthetruth!TothinkthattheSoulHunterswouldsimply

waittheretoambushthemassoonastheyreturned!

“…Mr.Crawford…DoyouthinkthatMr.Bates,MissZorn,andYrsaare…?”mutteredthestunnedRey.

“…Don’tworry,theydon’tappeartobeanywhereinthearea.Withthatinmind,I’msuretheyhaven’t

beencaptured!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.



Evenso,hisdeductionwasonlypartiallycorrect,thoughGeralddidn’tknowaboutthat…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenturnedtolookattheGrimPhantombeforeasking,“Doyouknow

anyotherwaysoutofthisplace,sir?”

Noddingslightly,theGrimPhantomthenwavedhishandagain…andjustlikethat,another

portal—similartotheonetheduohadusedtocomehere—appearedbeforethem…

“Youcanusethisexit.CallitasecretexitofthePhangrottomClan,ifyousowish.Nowhurryandleave!”

repliedtheGrimPhantom.

“Thankyou,GrimPhantom!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelyledReyintotheportal…

Thesecondtheduowereontheotherside,theportalinstantlyclosedbehindthem!

Stumblingtogathertheirbearings,GeraldandReybeganlookingaround…onlytorealizethattheywere

inaforestofsorts.

Beforethem,wasaratherfamiliar-lookinghouse…

“…Say…Isn’tthathouse…?”askedRey.

“Itis!It’sMr.Bates’shouse!”exclaimedGeraldwithanod.

TothinkthatthesecretexitofthePhangrottomClanwouldleadstraightbehindMr.Bates’shome!



“…Youknow,IfeelthatMr.Batestrulyhasanextraordinaryidentity…He’sdefinitelyrelatedtothe

PhangrottomClan!”declaredRey.

Afterall,notonlydidthesecretexitleadstraighttothebackofhishome,butaportalleadingtothe

mostfeminineplacecouldbeopenedbymerelyusinghisblood!Therewassimplynodoubtingthefact

thatMr.BateshadadeeprelationshipwiththePhangrottomClan!

“Whateverthecaseis,let’sgocheckonthem!”repliedGeraldastheduoquicklyheadedintohis

home…

However,uponentering,theysoonrealizedthatMr.Bates,Juno,andYrsawerenowheretobeseen.

Themoreworryingthing,however,wasthefactthattheinsidesofthehouselookedalltopsy-turvy!

Withsuchahugemessbeforethem,GeraldandReyinstantlyrevealedsolemnexpressions…Asit

turnedout,theSoulHuntershadalreadybeenhere!

Atthatmoment,severalsoulhuntersdonningpurpleclothessuddenlyboltedoutfromnowhere!

Aftersuccessfullysurroundingtheduo,theleaderofthatgroup—whowastheonlyonewearinggrey

clothes,evidentlysignifyingthathewasthestrongestamongthem—sneered,“We’vebeenwaitingfor

youtwoforages,youknow?”
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RealizingthattheSoulHuntershadbeenlyinginwaitforthemeveninMr.Bates’shome,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutfrownashesneered,“YouSoulHuntersjustdon’tknowwhentoquit,doyou?”

“Quitthecr*pandhandoverthePhangrottomTalismanalready!Youronlyotheroptionistoreceivea

one-waytickettohell!”warnedthegreySoulHunterinafrigidtone.Onceheretrievedthe

PhangrottomTalisman,thentheirmissionwouldsurelyendinsuccess!

“Hah!Dreamon!”scoffedthefearlessGeraldasheexudedanimposingaura.

Furioustohearthat,thegreysoulhunterthenyelled,“YouonlyhaveyourselftoblameforwhatI’m

abouttodotoyouthen!Men!Afterthem!”

Uponhearingthat,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelybeganboltingtowardGeraldandRey!

Atthatmoment,aglintofmurderousintentflashedacrossGerald’seyesastheyouthretrievedthe

PhangrottomTalisman!

Onceitwasinhisgrasp,thetalismanimmediatelybeganemittingadarkpurplelight…thatsoon

releasedanimmensewaveofenergy!Thenextthinganyoneknew,countlessghosts—whoappearedto

bewarriorsofthePhangrottomClan—suddenlymanifested!

TheSoulHuntersdidn’tevenhavetimetoregisterwhatwashappeningbeforetheyweremercilessly

attackedbytheghosts…!Withinseconds,theonlythingthatremainedoftheSoulHunterswerepools



ofblood…

“H-Holysh*t…!”exclaimedtheshockedReyasheimmediatelybeganrubbinghiseyesindisbelief.

“T-tothinkthatthePhangrottomTalismanwasthispowerful…Howabsolutelyterrifying…!”addedRey,

anincredulousexpressiononhisface.

Geraldhimselfsimplysmiledsubtlyashehidhistalismanagainbeforecalmlysaying,“That’sthetrue

powerofthePhangrottomTalisman!”

SincethePhangrottomTalismancouldbeusedtocontrolallthespiritsintheworld,itwasn’treallyall

thatshockingtoknowthatitheldsuchimmensepower.

“Regardless,let’shurryandleavethisplacealready!WestillneedtolocateMissZornandYrsa!”added

Gerald.

Followingthat,theduoleftMr.Bates’shouseandbeganwalkingintotheforestdepths…anditwasn’t

longafterbeforeafaintcrycaughtboththeirattention.

Theyrecognizedthatvoiceanywhere…ItwasdefinitelyJuno!

Swiftlymakingtheirwaytothesourceofthesound,theduosoonfoundthetwogirls—whohadslightly

stretchedtheirheadsouttomakefindingthemeasier—hidingbehindalargestone.

“Juno!”yelledGeraldthesecondhereunitedwiththetwogirls.



ImmediatelythrowingherselfintoGerald’sembrace,Junocouldonlybawlhereyesoutasshecriedout,

“I-I’msorry,Gerald…Mr.Bates…He’s…He’sdead…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReyinstantlywentpalefromshock.

However,GeraldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforegentlypattingJuno’sbackasheconsoled,“…Don’t

worry,we’rebacknow…NothingelsewillhappennowthatI’mhere…!”

Aftercalmingdownalittle,JunothentoldGeraldeverythingthathadhappened…andbytheendofit,

Geraldwassofuriousthathecouldbarelyholdhimselfbackfromroaringinanger…!

Leandroandhissubordinates…Theyweredefinitelygoingtopayaheavypriceforwhattheyhaddone

toMr.Bates…!
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HadMr.Batesnothelpedthem,Geraldwould’vebeenunabletoobtainthePhangrottomTalismanin

thefirstplace…

Withthatinmind,sinceMr.Bateshaddiedsovaliantlyforthem,Geralddefinitelyhadtoavengetheold

man!NotdoingsowouldsimplymeanhewaslettingMr.Batesdown!

“WedefinitelyhavetoavengeMr.Bates…!”growledReyinindignation.



“IagreewithRey…!Mr.Bates…HediedtoprotectJunoandI…Wecan’tletthevillainsdoastheyplease

anyfurther…!”addedtheuncharacteristicallyangryYrsa.

“Worrynow,I’mdefinitelynotlettingthosescoundrelsgo…!”declaredGeraldinafrigidtone.

Followingthat,Geraldgottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Allofyou,stayhere.I’mdealingwiththemright

thisinstant!”

“Alright!Also,please,becareful!”repliedtheconcernedJunowhowasn’tabouttostopGerald.

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenturnedaroundandswiftlybeganmakinghiswaytotheStonehenge

lookalikewheretheSoulHuntershadsetupcamp…

GeraldwasdeterminedtocompletelyobliteratetheSoulHuntersoffthefaceoftheplanetonthatvery

day.Allofthemneededtopayfortheirsins,especiallytheirb*stardofaleader,Leandro…!

SinceLeandrohaddefiledMr.Bates’scorpsesomuch,Geraldwasn’tabouttoholdanythingback

againstthatscoundrel.HewantedLeandrotobeutterlyterrifiedofhimbytheendofallthis,andeven

then,Geraldwasstillgoingtomakehimsufferapunishmentwayworsethanwhathismenwereabout

toface.

Totopitalloff,Geraldwasn’tgoingtoallowLeandrotoreincarnateeither…

Regardless,uponarrivingattheencampment’sentrance,twoSoulHunters—whowerestandingguard

there—immediatelyfixedtheirgazesonGerald.



However,beforetheycouldevensayaword,theireyeswidenedastheyfeltasuddenacutepainon

boththeirnecks.Lookingdown,thelastthingtheysawwerehugegashesontheirnecks…beforethey

eventuallyfloppedlifelesslytotheground…

Withthosetwooutoftheway,Geraldthencasuallycontinuedwalkingintothecampsite…

Atthatmoment,Geraldappearedverymuchlikethemanifestationofthegodofdeathhimself…After

all,everywherehepassedbyendeduppoolingupwithblood…

NoneoftheSoulHuntersweregoingtomakeitoutalivetoday…!

Reachingthecenteroftheencampment,GeralddrewhisAstrabyssSwordoutwhenhesawoverten

SoulHuntersrushingtowardhim…Ofcourse,Geraldmadeshortworkofthem.Theywerebarelyeven

noteworthytohim.

Rightnow,Geraldwasnolongeramerecultivator…HewasatrueSoulHunter.

Bythatpoint,Leandrohadrealizedthatsomethingwaswrong,soheimmediatelyrushedoutofhis

tent…OnlytoseethatGeraldhadkilledsomanyofhissubordinates…!WhileLeandrowasshocked,he

wasalsofumingwithanger!

“Leandro!IheardyoumercilesslykilledMr.Bates!Forthat,I’mmakingyoupaytheultimateprice!”

yelledGeraldinafuriousvoice.

Ignoringhisstatement,Leandrothenordered,“Men!Gethim!”



Uponhearingthat,alltheremainingSoulHuntersimmediatelydashedtowardGerald…Butofcourse,

theywerenowherenearhismatch.Asifsuchminorcharacterswouldeverstandachanceagainsta

protagonist!

WithasingleslashoftheAstrabyssSword,alloftheassaultingmensimplytoppledtotheground,dead!

SeeinghowstrongGeraldtrulywas,Leandrocouldn’thelpbutwidenhiseyes.Whilehewasnowslightly

worried,hewasn’tabouttoretreat.Afterall,hewasmuchstrongerthantherestofhissubordinates!

Withthatinmind,heretrievedhisownswordandbeganchargingtowardGerald…!Withamightyleap,

LeandrothenattemptedtodecapitateGerald!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttolethimdothat.

Takingastepbacktoavoidtheattack,Geraldthenscoffed,“Giveitup,Leandro,you’renomatch

againstme!Killingyouwouldbeaseasyasslaughteringachicken!”
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GlaringatLeandroallthewhilehesaidthat,GeraldthensheathedtheAstrabyssSword…Beforefishing

outthePhangrottomTalismanandshowingittoLeandroasheadded,“I’massumingyouknowwhat

thisis?”

Eyesnowwidened,Leandrocouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“The…ThePhangrottomTalisman!You’ve

actuallymanagedtoobtainit…!”

NowthatheknewthatthetalismanwaswithGerald,Leandrowasmoredeterminedthanevertokill

him!Oncethatwasdone,hewouldsurelyobtainthetalisman!



Hisexpressionnowtwistedwithgreed,LeandroglaredatGeraldbeforeyelling,“OnceIfinishyouoff,

thetalismanwillbemine!”

Followingthat,hebeganswinginghislongswordtowardGerald…!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttoletthevillainhavehisway.BeforeLeandrowasevenabletohithim,

Geraldsimplywavedhishand…andoutshotapurpleblastofenergy!

Unabletododgetheattack,Leandroendedupbeingflungtotheground!Asifthatwasn’tenough,his

longswordshatteredtopiecesuponimpact!

NotgivingLeandroachancetorecover,GeraldboltedforwardbeforesteppingrightonLeandro’sback

whileshouting,“You’llpaytheultimatepricetoday,Leandro!ForkillinganddefilingMr.Bates,I’m

takingawayyourrighttobereincarnated!”

WatchingasGeraldthenaimedthetalismanathim,Leandrocouldonlyyell,“No…!”

WhatfollowedwerescreamsofagonyasLeandro’sbodyinstantlygotengulfedindarkpurpleflames…!

Backingawayfromtheburningbody,Geraldwatchedastheflamescompletelyengulfedthesinful

man…andbytheendofitall,allthatremainedofLeandroweresmokeandashes…

Naturally,afterwitnessingallthat,theotherSoulHunterswereterrifiedbeyondwords.Droppingall

theirweaponsandequipment,allofthemimmediatelybeganfleeing!



ThoughGeraldsawthis,heleftthemalone.Afterall,sincehehadofficiallyavengedMr.Batesand

Leandrowasnowdead,theSoulHunterOrganizationwassuretocrumblesoonanyway.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldquicklycalledtherestofhispartyoversinceallthiswasfinallyover.

Aftersearchingaroundforabit,GeraldeventuallyfoundMr.Bates’sdismemberedbody…

UponseeingwhatLeandrohaddonetohim,Gerald’sfuryinstantlyflaredupagain.Nowthathethought

aboutit,perhapshehadletLeandroofftooeasily…

Allofasudden,Geraldsuddenlythoughtofsomething.TakingthePhangrottomTalismanout,Gerald

thenstaredatitforawhile…

TheTalismanwasextremelypowerful,right?Sincethatwasthecase,maybehecoulduseittorepairMr.

Bates’sbody…Whileheknewhecouldn’tresurrectMr.Bates,attheveryleast,hewantedMr.Bates’s

bodytobeintactsothattheoldmancouldrestinpeace…

Afterthinkingaboutitforquiteawhile,GeraldthenaimedthetalismanatMr.Bates’sbody,making

suretoconcentratehisthoughtsonthereconstructionoftheoldman’sbody…

Surprisingly,thetalismanreactedtoGerald’sthoughts,andafteremittingabrightlight,Mr.Bates’s

bodypartsbeganmergingtogetheragain!

Ofcourse,thismadeGeraldveryhappy.TothinkthatthePhangrottomTalismanwasevencapableof

restoringbodies!



Eitherway,afterconnectingMr.Bates’sbodyagain,Geraldandhispartyeventuallyfoundaproperspot

togivehimagoodburial…

StandingbeforeMr.Bates’snewgravestone,Geraldthensolemnlybowedashesaid,“Thankyoufor

everythingthatyou’vedoneforus,Mr.Bates…!I’veavengedyousoyoucanrestinpeacenow…!”

“Pleaserestinpeace,Mr.Bates…!”addedJunoashereyesbegantearingupagain.

Haditnotbeenforhimtryingtoprotectthem,hecouldhaveprobablysurvived…Evenso,death

eventuallycametoall,andmaybehisfatewassimplypredetermined…

Regardless,afterbiddingtheirfinalfarewells,Geraldandthethreethensetofftoreturntothecity…

Afterall,thoughGeraldhadfinallyobtainedthePhangrottomTalisman,therewasstillmuchtodo.To

thinkthatexperiencingallthatonlymarkedthebeginningofsomethingelse…
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Afterflyingforanentiredayandnight,Geraldandhispartyfinallyarrivedattheircity.

Throughouttheflight,thefourhadsleptsoundly.Afterall,ithadbeenagessincetheyhadlastbeen

abletosleepsocomfortably.

Regardless,afterdisembarking,thefourtookacabbacktotheSacrasolisPalace.



Oncetheyarrivedhalfanhourlater,Reyimmediatelysighedashestretchedwhilesaying,“We’refinally

back,brotherGerald…!Itfeelsgreattofinallybebackinthecity!”

Rey,forone,wassimplypleasedthathedidn’thavetosleepintheopenagain.Thatwasenoughliving

outinthewildernessforawhilenow…

“Speakingofwhich…Doyouhaveanyplacetostay,Rey?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reyfrownedslightlyashereplied,“I…don’t,actually.Afterall,Isetoffwithyouinahurry

aftercomingherelasttime…”

“Isee.Well,howaboutthis?Whydon’tyoulivetogetherwithJunoandI?AndI’msureYrsawould

prefertolivewithustoo.Don’tworryaboutspace,there’salotofemptyroomsatourplace.What

more,it’llalsobemoreconvenientforustotakecareofeachotherifwelivetogether,”suggested

Gerald.

“Iaccept!”exclaimedbothReyandYrsaatthesametime.Afterall,itwasgoodenoughforthemaslong

astheyhadaroofovertheirheads.

“Thenit’ssettled!Iguesswe’llbetakingyoutoyournewhomenow!Also,dorestuptoday.We’re

goingtogetbusyagainwhentomorrowcomes!”repliedGerald.

Followingthat,GeraldandJunoledthemtotheirhome…

Gerald’shomewasaluxuriousvillathatwasn’tallthatfarfromtheSacrasolisPalace.Naturally,this



shockedbothReyandYrsathesecondtheyarrivedatthevilla.

“H-holycr*p!Ididn’tknowyoulivedinsuchamagnificentvilla,brotherGerald!”exclaimedReywho

hadneverevenstayedinavillabefore.Withthatinmind,knowingthathewouldbestayingherenow

naturallymadehimverypleased.

Shakinghisheadinresignation,GeraldandJunothenledtheduototheirrespectivenewrooms…

Uponentering,ReyandYrsawereimmediatelyatalossforwords.Afterall,theirroomsweresimply

wonderful!Happycouldn’tevenbegindescribingtheemotiontheywerecurrentlyfeeling.

“Alright,restwell,youtwo.Youdeservethisrestafterworkingsohardthepastfewdays.Also,once

you’veunpackedyourthings,comedownandwe’llhaveanicedinnertogethertonight!”saidGerald.

Afterseeingthemnodinagreement,everyonethendispersedtogettheirownthingsdone.

Geraldhimselfsimplyreturnedtohisroom.

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforehisphonebeganringing…

Checkingtoseewhowascalling,Geraldrealizedthatitwasanunfamiliarnumber.WhileGeraldcould

certainlytellthatitwasalocalcall,theinitialunitsofthephonenumberwerequitespecial,tosaythe

least.ThatalonewasenoughtotellGeraldthatthecallerwasn’tanordinaryperson.

Afterbrieflyhesitating,Geraldeventuallydecidedtopickthecallupashecalmlyasked,“Hello?MayI

knowwho’sspeaking?”



“Beforethat,isthisMr.GeraldCrawfordI’mspeakingto?”askedamalevoicefromtheotherendofthe

call.

“Thatwouldbeme,yes.Whoisthis?”repliedGerald,feelingsslightlymorecuriousnow.

“Ah,apleasuretofinallygettospeakwithyou,Mr.GeraldCrawford.MynameisHaroldLee,andI’m

theoneinchargeoftheGreatCouncilofJhanglumCityinDragenott.I’mcurrentlyinvestigatingarather

perplexingpsychiccase,yousee,andI’mhopingtoseekyourhelp!”saidHarold.

Asitturnedout,thecallerwassomeonefromtheGreatCouncilofJhanglumCity…
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NowthatheknewthatthecallerwastheoneinchargeoftheGreatCouncilthere,Geraldknewitwas

bestifhegaveHaroldfaceandhelpedhimout.

“…Alright,I’llbeatyourofficetomorrowmorning!”repliedGerald.

“Gladtohearit.Itrulyappreciateyourhelp,Mr.Crawford.I’llbewaitingforyourarrivaltomorrow!”

saidHaroldinarespectfultonebeforefinallyhangingup.

Gerald’sSacrasolisPalacehadalwaysbeenreputable,evenwhenitwasfirstfounded.Whatbetter

proofofthatstatementthanthefactthatGeraldwasthefirstpersonHaroldhadcontactedinorderto

solvethispsychiccase.ItwasevidentthatGerald’scapabilitieswerewellknownfarandwide…

Whateverthecasewas,restcamefirst,andthefourofthemenjoyedawell-deservedsleep…



Earlythenextmorning,GeraldwokeReyupandtoldhimthattheywereheadingtotheGreatCouncil.

ItwasonlyoncetheywereinthecarwhenReycuriouslyasked,“Whyexactlyareweheadingtothe

GreatCounciltoday,brotherGerald?”

“You’llfindoutoncewegetthere!”repliedGerald,promptingReytoremainsilent.Whateverthe

reasonwas,attheveryleast,Reywassurethatsomethingmusthavehappened…

ItwasabouttwentyminuteslaterwhentheyarrivedattheGreatCouncilbuilding.

Upongettingoutofthecar,thetwowereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofMr.Haroldwhohad

alreadybeenwaitingforthemattheentrance.

Seeingthetwo,Haroldquicklywalkedtowardthembeforewelcomingthemwithawarmsmileand

saying,“Apleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Crawford!”

“Likewise,Mr.Lee.I’vebroughtalongmydisciple,Rey,ifyouwerewonderingwhothisis,”replied

Geraldinapolitetoneasheshookhandswiththeman.

Hearinghisnamebeingcalledout,Reyquicklyadded,“It’sanhonortomeetyou,Mr.Lee.IgobyRey!”

“Thesamegoesforme!Regardless,let’sheadinbeforewecontinuetalking,shallwe?”repliedHarold

whowasstillsmiling.Itappearedthathetrulyfeltrelievedwiththeduo’spresence…



Regardless,aftertheyenteredtheGreatCouncilbuilding,thetwowereledtoabigmeetingroom…

Inside,manysubordinatescouldbeseenworkinghardtocrackthecase.However,thesecondthey

noticedHarold,Gerald,andRey,theyimmediatelyfellsilent.

Clearinghisthroat,Haroldthenyelled,“Alright,listenup,everyone!Allowmetointroduceallofyouto

Mr.GeraldCrawfordandhisdisciple,Rey!They’reheretohelpussolvethecase,solet’sgivethema

warmwelcome!”

Uponhearingthat,allthesubordinatesimmediatelygottotheirfeetandbeganclappingexcitedlyto

welcometheduo.Naturally,allofthemhadheardaboutGeraldbefore,andnowthattherealdealwas

beforethem,theyweredefinitelyoverjoyed!

Nowthatthatwasoutoftheway,HaroldthengesturedforGeraldandReytotaketheirseatsbefore

saying,“Nowthen…Withoutfurtherado,letthemeetingcommence!”

Withthatsaid,hissubordinatesinstantlyresumeddiscussingthecase.

AfteroneofthemcameforwardwithafileandplaceditonthetablebeforeGerald,Haroldsmiledashe

said,“Pleasehavealookattheinformationwe’vegatheredaboutthecase.”

Noddingashereturnedasubtlesmile,Geraldthenbeganreadingthroughthedocuments…
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Afterreadingthroughit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowasheasked,“Whoexactlyisthis,

LordVanTage…?”



“Ah,he’sapersonwhoclaimstobeabletoseethepast,andalsopredictaperson’sfuture.Quitea

numberofpeoplebelievethathetrulyhasthepowertoreadthesetime-basedevents,soit’sno

wonderwhyhe’sbecomequitepopularoflate.I’mhonestlysurprisedthatyouhaven’theardofhim

before,Mr.Crawford,”repliedHarold.

Withhowbusyhehadbeen,itreallywasnowonderwhyGeraldhadn’theardaboutthatmanbefore.

LeaningclosertoGerald,Reythenwhispered,“Iknowabouthim,brotherGerald…I’vereadthrough

manyofhisarticlesandevenseenvideosofhimbefore.Thetruthis,Ithinkhe’sjustaphony…”

“Phonyornot,we’llbeabletotelloncewe’rethere!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

SinceGeraldwasn’treallyabletogathermuchfromtheinformationinthefile,heknewthattheirnext

bestbetwouldbetoheadstraightforthecrimescene…

Afteraslightpause,Geraldthenclosedthefilebeforeasking,“Canweheadtothecrimescenenow,Mr.

Lee?”

“Ofcourse!”repliedHaroldwithouttheslightesthesitation.

Withthat,Haroldimmediately—andpersonally—ledtheduotothecrimescene…

ThecrimesceneitselfwasastudioapartmentlocatedinJhanglumCity’sLotusBay.Thevictimwasa

womaninherlatetwentieswhowentbythenameofFayWest.



Shehadapparentlydiedinhersleepthenightbefore,andwhilethatwasalreadyconcerningenough,

therealshockercamefromtwoblackhandprintsontheceilingrightatopherhead!

Itdidn’thelpthatasidefromFayherself,nobodyelsehadenteredherhomethatnight,asprovedby

hersurveillancecamera’sfootage.Whiletheinvestigatorsdidgothroughthefootageofthecamera

acrossherapartmentforextrameasure,theendresultwassimplythesame…Onlyshehadenteredher

homebeforeherdeath.

Whatmore,afterdoinganautopsyonFay’sbody,nosignsofwhathadkilledherwerefound!Notan

injuryonherbody,norwerethereanytracesofpoison.Ittrulywasperplexing…

Afteranentiredayofinvestigatingandgainingnonewinformationabouttheunusualdeath,Harold

finallydecidedtobringinthebigguns,whichpromptedhimtocallGeraldthenightbefore…

SinceGeraldwasquitefamousfordealingwiththeparanormal,Haroldbelievedthathewastheperfect

persontohelpthemcrackthecase…

Regardless,thetriosoonfoundthemselvessteppingfootintoFay’sstudioapartment.

Uponslowlyentering,Gerald’sexpressioninstantlywentsour.Anoverwhelmingfeminineaurahad

completelyenvelopedtheinsidesofthestudioapartment…

Sincethehumanbodynaturallyconsistedofmasculineaura,immensefeminineauraslikethiswould

surelytriggerarepellingfeeling…

NoticingthechangeinGerald’sexpression,Haroldimmediatelyasked,“…Didyoumanagetofind

something,Mr.Crawford?”



Shakinghishead,Geraldthenmonotonouslyreplied,“Notyet,thoughImustsay,thisplacehasan

overwhelmingfeminineaura…”

Followingthat,GeraldheadedtoFey’sbedbeforelyingdown…Trueenough,thereweretwodistinct,

blackhandprintsrightabovehim…

Naturally,thissurprisedHaroldandhismen,thoughGeraldpaidthemnoheed.

Instead,hesimplyclosedhiseyes…andwhenhereopenedthem,awomanwaslyingrightnexttohim…

Ofcourse,shewasnoneotherthanFayWestherself.

“Findanything?”askedFayinacurioustone.

Turningtolookather,Geraldthenasked,“…WhydidyouchoosetobelieveinLordVanTage?”

Simplygigglinginresponse,Faythenturnedtolookattheblackhandprintsontheceiling…

JustasGeralddidthesame,hewassuddenlyjoltedawayfromthescenewhenRey’svoicecalledout,“B

-brotherGerald!Areyoualright?!”

Openinghiseyes,hecouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowashelookedatReywhileasking,“What’s

wrong?”
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“W-wethoughtyouwerepossessed!Afterall,youdidn’trespondtousnomatterhowmuchwecalled

outtoyou!Youscaredushalftodeath,youknow?”repliedthestunnedRey.

ChoosingtoignoreRey’sstatement,Geraldthenhoppedoffthebedbeforesaying,“Regardless,I’vejust

discoveredsomethingimportant!”

Immediatelydrawingeveryone’sattentionintheroom,Haroldthenquicklywalkedoverbeforeasking,

“Whatexactlyhaveyoudiscovered?”

Pointingatthehandprintsontheceiling,Geraldthenreplied,“There’ssomethingwrongwiththose

blackhandprints!”

Confused,Haroldthenasked,“…I’mnotquitesureifIfollow…”

“Thinkaboutit.Whywouldakillerleavesuchobvioushandprintsafterdoingthedeed?”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Haroldfoundhimselffrowning.Afterthinkingforawhile,hethenreplied,“…Areyou

sayingthatthekilleristryingtomisleadus?”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Bingo.Regardless,bringLordVanTageinforquestioning.I

haveasneakingsuspicionthatFay’sdeathisrelatedtohim!”

Notevenquestioninganyfurther,Haroldthenturnedtolookathissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Send

someofourmenouttobringLordVanTageinforquestioningrightthisinstant!”



WatchingasHarold’ssubordinatesranofftodoastheywereinstructed,Reytheninchedcloserto

Geraldbeforesaying,“…Don’tyoufeelthatallthisissimplytoobizarre,brotherGerald…?”

“Itis.Afterall,Ibelievethatinsteadofhumans,ghostsarethetrueperpetratorsofthiscrime!I’m

actuallytellingthemtobringLordVanTagebacktotheofficetoprotecthim!”whisperedGeraldin

response.

Afterhearingthat,Reyfinallysawthebiggerpicture.

Sincenothingelsecouldbedonehereatthemoment,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,let’sheadbacktothe

GreatCouncilbuildingfornow!”

Withthat,everyonedidasGeraldtold…

Ontheirwaybacktothebuilding,however,Harold’sphonebeganringing.

Answeringthecallwithhisotherhand,Haroldthensaid,“Yes?”

“Badnews,sir!LordVanTageisdead…!”repliedhissubordinate.

Uponhearingthat,thescreechingoftirescouldinstantlybeheardasHaroldslammedonthebrakes.

“What?Dead?!”exclaimedtheshockedHarold.



FromHarold’sreactionalone,Geraldcouldalreadytellthattheyweretoolate.

“So…I’massumingthatthedeadmanisLordVanTage?”saidGeraldwithasighjustasHaroldwas

turningtolookathim.

SurprisedthatGeraldcouldreadhismind,Haroldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforenodding.

“Isee…Thenlet’sheadtothecrimesceneimmediately!”declaredGerald.
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Noddinginresponse,Haroldthenhungupbeforesteppingonthegasastheyspedtothecrimescene.

AsGeraldhadearliertoldRey,insteadofbeingtheperpetrator,LordVanTagewassimplyanother

victim.Fromwhathecouldcurrentlydeduce,LordVanTagemusthaveencounteredsomethingterrible

withFaywhichledtobothofthembeingtargetedandeventuallykilled…

WhileGeraldhadsuccessfullypredictedthatLordVanTagewouldendupdyingnext,hewas

unfortunatelyabittoolatetopreventhisdeath…

Regardless,thetriosoonarrivedatLordVanTage’shome…TheElysianLabyrinth.



SinceitwaswellknownthatthiswasLordVanTage’shomeandhealreadyhadacultfollowing,itwas

nosurprisethatseveralpeoplewerealreadythere,lookingimmenselyshocked.Afterall,hoveringright

underoneofthehouse’sbeams,wasLordVanTage’slifelessbody!

Forabitofbackstory,aftergraduatingfromuniversity,LordVanTagehaddedicatedhislifeto

researchingthefieldofpsychology.Whilehisrisetofamewassimplybychance,oncepeoplestarted

comingtohimforconsultationsandtests,theyneverstoppedseekinghishelp.Andjustlikethat,he

becameacelebrityonsocialmedia.

Aftergettingsousedtohispresence,ittrulywasshockingtofindoutthatLordVanTagewouldendup

dyinginhisownhomeofallplaces…

MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,afterapproachingthecrimescene,Haroldturnedtolookathis

subordinate—whohadjustwalkeduptothetrio—beforeaskingwithaserioustone,“What’sthe

situationlike?”

“Well,accordingtothewitness’descriptions,LordVanTagehadsimplybeenconductinganotherofhis

manyconsultationsearlierwhenallofasudden,hebeganfloating!Thewitnessescouldonlystarein

horrorashesqueezedhisownnecktillheeventuallydiedofstrangulation!”reportedthesubordinate.

Haroldwasrightfullystunnedafterhearingthat.Tothinkthatsomethingthatterrifyingcouldhappenin

therealworld…!

AsforGerald,hewentaheadandstoodrightbeneaththehoveringcorpsebeforelookingaround…Even

so,hesimplycouldn’tseeanythingoutoftheordinary.



“Findanything,brotherGerald…?”askedtheconfusedRey.

“…Well,forstarters,thisplaceisbrimmingwithfeminineaura,justlikeFay’splace.Inotherwords,I’m

prettysuretheculpritisthesameindividual,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Still,don’tyoufindallthisabittoobizarre,brotherGerald…?Whointherightmindwould

stranglethemselvestodeath…?”mutteredthebewilderedRey.

Frowningslightlyashenarrowedhiseyes,Geraldthenreplied,“Nothim,that’sforsure.I’llbefrankand

saythatfromwhatIcangather,aghostmusthavepossessedhim!Howandwhyelsewouldhestrangle

himselftodeath!Still,noordinaryghostcould’vedonethis!”

Feelingachillrundownhisspine,Reythenquicklyheldontohisneckbeforefearfullystuttering,“A-are

yousayingthatthatveryghostcouldbeobservingusatthismoment…?”

“Negative.Ican’tsenseitspresence,”comfortedGerald,promptingReytobreatheasighofrelief.Still,

Reycouldn’thelpbutfeelgoosebumpsalloverwhenhethoughtabouthowghostscouldsecretlybe

observinghimatalltimes…

Shortlyafter,Haroldwalkedovertotheduobeforeasking,“Findanythingoutoftheordinary,Mr.

Crawford?”
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“FromwhatI’vemanagedtogatheruptillthispoint,thekillerwasneverahuman,butinstead,a

grudgefulghost!”

“…Comeagain?Agrudgefulghost?Areyouabsolutelysure,Mr.Crawford?Thisisn’texactlyaminor



case,”repliedHaroldinaslightlydoubtfultone.

Truthbetold,Harolddidn’treallybelieveinghosts.However,withsomanysupernaturaloccurrences

happeningbeforehisveryeyes,whatotherchoicedidhehavebuttobelieve?

“Sinceyou’vehiredmetosolvethecase,you’lljusthavetotrustme,Mr.Lee.Regardless,Ipromiseyou

thatI,GeraldCrawford,neverlieaboutthingslikethis!Ifyoustillrefusetobelieveme,however,then

let’snotcontinuewastingeachother’stime,”repliedGeraldasheimmediatelyturnedaroundtoleave.

Ifhisjudgmentwasn’tgoingtobetrusted,thenhemayaswelljustleave.

QuicklystoppingGeraldfromleaving,Haroldthensighedbeforesaying,“Youmisunderstandme,Mr.

Crawford!I’mnotdoubtingyourcapabilitiesatall!However,dokeepinmindthatthiscaseisgettinga

bitoutofhandnow.Ineedsomethingalittlemore…Convincingtocalmeveryone,ifyouknowwhatI

mean…”

“Mr.Lee,Iassureyouonehundredpercentthatghostsareamongus.Regardless,ifI’mstayingthen

let’snotwasteanytimearguingabouttheirexistence.Themainfocusnowshouldbetocapturethe

grudgefulghostbeforeitcausesanymoretrouble!”declaredGeraldinaserioustone.

“…Yes,yes…You’reabsolutelyright!Finethen,Iplacemytrustinyou,Mr.Crawford!Withthatsaid…

Whatshouldwedonext?”askedHarold.

“Fornow,IsuggestthatyouandyourmenheadbackfirstwhileIremainherewithmydisciple.Callita

hunch,butIbelievethatthegrudgefulghoststillhassomeunfinishedbusinesshere.Withthatinmind,

itwillsurelyreturntonight!”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Haroldsimplyagreed.SincehehadchosentotrustGerald,hebelievedthatGerald



hadaplan.Besides,Geraldwastheexpertinthesupernaturalhere,sowhowashetoquestionhis

decisions?

Withthat,Haroldandhismensoonleftthebuilding…

Bythatpoint,thecrowdfrombeforehaddispersed—sinceitwasn’tliketherewasanyonetogivethem

adviceanymoreanyway—,andtheElysianLabyrinthwaspromptlycordonedoff…

Topassthetime,GeraldandReysimplyremainedintheircaroutsidethedeadman’shome.

Oncenightcame,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Areyoureallysurethatwe’llseetheghosttonight,

brotherGerald…?”

“Puttingitsimply,allghostsinstinctuallyfeeltheneedtoreturntocrimescenesinvolvingthem.Adding

thattothefactthatnightisusuallythemostactivetimeforghosts,I’mprettysurethatthegrudgeful

ghostwillmakeareturn!”repliedGerald.

WithhowconfidentGeraldsounded,ReywasinclinedtobelievethatGeraldmustberight.

SeeingthatReyhadasked,Geraldtookhisphoneouttocheckthetime…Apparently,itwasalreadyten.

Noddingasheslidhisphonebackintohispocket,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,let’smakeourmove!”

Followingthat,theduoleftthecarbeforestealthilymakingtheirwaytotheElysianLabyrinth’s

entrance…



JustasReywasabouttoopenthedoor,however,Geraldsuddenlycalledoutinahushedtone,“Hold

it!”

AsReyturnedaroundtolookatGerald,wonderingwhatwaswrong,hecouldn’thelpbutfurrowhis

browsasGeraldplacedhishandonRey’sforehead.

Thetruthwas,GeraldwascurrentlytransmittingsomepowerintoRey…
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“…What…exactlyareyoudoing,brotherGerald…?”askedtheconfusedRey.

“I’mtransferringsomepowerintoyousothatyou’llbeabletoseeghostslikemefromnowon.

However,bewarnedthattheseevilspiritscanbemuchscarierandmoreviciousthanyoucouldever

imagine.Withthatinmind,Iadviseyoutosteelyourwill!”explainedGerald.

SincethiswasgoingtobeRey’sfirsttimeseeingarealevilspirit,Geraldknewthattheexperiencecould

bequiteunnerving.Withthat,hemadesuretotellReytopreparehimselfinhopesthathisdisciple

wouldn’tendupjustwettinghispantsandfaintingonthespot…

“Gotit,brotherGerald!I’llbesuretokeepmyselfincheck!”repliedRey,determinationinhiseyes.



Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenledthewayintotheElysianLabyrinth…

Onceinside,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSwordbeforesaying,“SpiritSummoningSpell!”

Followingthat,hebeganchanginganincantationofsortstosummonanynearbyghosts.Oncethespell

wassuccessfullycompleted,anyspiritslingeringaroundwouldinstantlybecompelledtoheadtothe

ElysianLabyrinth…

ThiswasalsothereasonwhyGeraldhademphasizedsomuchonReysteelinghisspiritearlier.Afterall,

neitherofthemknewwhatkindsofghostswouldshowup.

Regardless,withthecompletionofthespell,GeraldandReythenwaitedthereinsilence…

However,itwasn’tlongbeforeachillingbreezeblewonthebackofRey’sneck,causingshiverstorun

downhisentirebody!

“B-brotherGerald…”whimperedRey.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlyswungtheAstrabyssSwordattheevilspiritthathadmanifested

rightbehindRey!

ReyhimselfquicklyturnedbacktolookatwhatGeraldwasattacking…onlytofindhiseyeswideningin

shockwhenhesawanevilspiritwithatinyfaceglaringathim!Whilethetinyfaceglowedadarkblue,



thespirit’seyeswereabloodyred,makingtheevilspiritallthemoreterrifyingtolookat!

RealizingthatReywassoscaredthathecouldn’tevenbreatheright,Geraldquicklyyankedhisdisciple

tohisbackbeforeyelling,“Staybehindme!I’lldealwithit!”

NowthatReywasinasafeposition,Geraldleapedforwardtostrikeatthespiritagain!

Evenso,theevilspiritwasn’tabouttoallowitselftogethitthateasily.Quicklymorphingintoablack

miasma,itimmediatelybegantryingtoescape!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttogiveitthatchance.Extendinghisarm,Geraldthenyelled,“Soul

Chain!”

Andjustlikethat,hisSoulChainwassummonedanditquicklywrappedaroundtheevilspirit!

“Pull!”instructedGerald,resultinginthechainforcefullydraggingthenowangeredandroaringspirit

rightbeforeGerald…

“Didyouhonestlythinkyouweregoingtobeabletoescapeacultivator’sgrasp,evilspirit?”mocked

Geraldinadisdainfultone.

Uponrealizingthatthespirithadbeencaptured,Rey—whohadjustcalmeddown—quicklywalkedover

toGerald’sside…onlytofeelhisheartskipabeatoncemorewhenhesawhowtrulyhorrifyingtheevil

spiritlookedup-close!

“Don’tworry,itcan’tattackyounowthatI’veboundit!Speakingofwhich,ifyou’restillfeeling

intimidated,don’tworrytoomuchaboutit.Afterall,thisisjustthefirstofmany,andthemorespirits



yousee,thelessthreateningthey’lleventuallyseem!”comfortedGerald,knowingthatReywasfinding

ithardtoacceptallthis.

Geraldknewforafactthatmanypeoplewould’vealreadywetthemselvesuponseeingthisevilspiritfor

thefirsttime.WhileReywasinitiallyscared,heeventuallybecametoughenoughtohandlethismuch,

andthatmadeGeraldfeelrathersatisfied.Afterall,heofallpeopleknewthatadaptingtosuch

horrifyingspiritstooktime,soGeraldwasn’tabouttoforceReytoadapttothemthatquickly.

Regardless,afternoddinginresponse,Reythenmuttered,“Um…BrotherGerald…aboutthatevil

spirit…”
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RealizingthatReywaslookingattheevilspirit,Geraldthenreplied,“I’llbeexterminatingitsothatit

can’tcauseanyfurtherharm!”

Followingthat,GeraldtookthePhangrottomTalismanout…anduponwavingitbeforetheevilspirit,it

instantlyletoutamightyroar!

However,thelongeritroared,thefeebleritsounded,untileventually,itwasreducedintonothingbut

ash…Andjustlikethat,Geraldhaddefeatedtheevilspirit!

ThankstothePhangrottomTalisman,dealingwithspiritswasnolongeramajorissueforGerald.

ReyhimselfcouldonlystaredumbfoundedbyhoweasilyGeraldhadexorcisedtheevilspirit.Tothink

thatthePhangrottomTalismanwasthatpowerful!



“Thetalismanistrulyincredible,brotherGerald!”exclaimedRey.

“Indeed.WhyelsedoyouthinkthePhangrottomClanseeitasaworthytreasure?”repliedGerald.

IfeventhePhangrottomClantreasuredit,itwasundoubtedlyapowerfulitem…Itcertainlyexplained

whypeopleevenriskedtheirlivesjusttoobtainthetalisman.Evenso,intheend,thetalismancould

onlyeverbelongtoGerald….

Regardless,nowthattheissuehadbeendealtwith,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,“Alright,we’redone

here!Let’sheadtotheGreatCouncil!”

Withthat,theduolefttheElysianLabyrinth,andnottoolongafter,theircarcametoahaltbeforethe

GreatCouncilbuilding…

Despitethefactthatitwasalreadymidnightthere,theentirebuildingwasstillbrightlylitandthe

atmospheretherewasastenseasever…Afterall,Haroldandhismenhadanxiouslybeenwaitingfor

GeraldandReytoreportback.

Regardless,uponseeingGeraldandReystepout,oneofHarold’ssubordinates—whohadbeen

stationedinfrontofthebuildingtoreporttheduo’sreturn—immediatelyrantowardHarold’soffice

beforeexcitedlyreporting,“S-sir!They’reback!”

Uponhearingthat,thedelightedHaroldinstantlygottohisfeetandrushedoutofhisoffice.

SeeingGeraldandReythere,hequicklygreetedthembeforeaskingwithanexpectantlookonhisface,

“What’sthesituationlike,Mr.Crawford?”



LookingatHarold,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“I’vealreadyexorcisedtheevilspirit,Mr.Lee.

Everything’ssettlednow!”

Hearingthat,Mr.Leeimmediatelyheavedasighofreliefbeforenodding.Bythispoint,hefullybelieved

inGerald’swords.

“Nowthen,ifthere’snothingelse,we’llbetakingourleave!”addedGerald.

“Ofcourse!Again,we’reextremelygratefulforallyourhelp,Mr.Crawford!”repliedHaroldashe

personallysawthemofftilltheygottheircar…

ItwasonlyaftertheduoleftwhenHaroldfinallyreturnedintothebuilding…

“…Um…Sir?Doyoureallythinkthecasehasbeensolved…?Justlikethat…?Imean,nottoberude,but

theideaofghostsexisting…”mutteredoneofHarold’ssubordinatesnowthatGeraldandReyhadleft.

Itwasnaturalforthemtofeeldoubtful.Afterall,anyonewouldfeelskepticalovertheexistenceof

ghosts.

Evenso,theharshrealitywasthatghoststrulydidexistinthesameplaneastheydid.Justbecausethey

couldn’tseethem,didn’tmeantheyweren’treal…
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Nowthatthecasewasdoneandtheywerestillawakeanyway,GeraldandReyreturnedhometoget

JunoandYrsaouttohavesupper.



Headingtowardalocalnightmarket,thefourfoundanicestallandtooktheirseatsthere.

Uponsittingdown,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Wow!Tothinkthatthere’dbesuchaplaceinthe

city!”

Rey,forone,hadnevercometoplaceslikethisbefore,soheprettymuchhadnoideathatlocationslike

theseexistedinthefirstplace.

“…What?Didn’tyoustudyhere?Howcouldyouhavespentallyouryearsinthisuniversitywithout

findingoutaboutthisplace?Youruniversitylifewasacompletewaste!”jokedGeraldbeforesnickering.

Chucklingsheepishly,Reythenscratchedthebackofhisheadinslightembarrassmentbeforereplying,

“Still,thatjustshowsthatIworkmoreandplayless!”

ThoughReyunconsciouslypraisedhimself,thetriosimplyrolledtheireyesinresponse.Noneofthem

couldwinagainstReywhenitcametonarcissism!

Atthatmoment,thestall’sownerwalkedoverwithamenu,asmileonherfaceasshesaid,“Welcome,

welcome!There’sadiscountoneverythingtoday,somakesureyouchoosewhateveryoulike!”

Uponhearingthat,Reyinstantlyexclaimed,“Really?ThenI’morderinglotsthen,brotherGerald!After

all,Iwon’tbetheonepayingthebill!”

WatchingasReythenlaughedbeforegrabbingthemenu,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadathischildish

disciple.



NotthatGeraldreallymindedit.Afterall,hehadplentyofcashtospare,sotreatinghispartywasn’t

reallyabigdealtohim.

Whilethatwasthecase,bythetimethefood—thatReyordered—arrivedtenminuteslater,the

amountwasstaggering,tosaytheleast!

“…You…orderedquiteabit,Rey!Canweevenfinishallthis?”askedJunoasshelookedattheboy.

“Don’tunderestimatemyappetite,MissZorn!”repliedReyashepattedhischest.

Unsureofhowtoevenrespondtothat,Junosimplyshookherhead,hopingthathemeantwhathehad

justsaid.

Withthat,allfourofthembeganeatingtheirmeal.

SeeinghowrapidlyReywasgobblingdownhisfood,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaughashesaid,“Rey,the

food’snotgoinganywhere!Whyareyoueatinglikeyouhaven’thadamealinahundredyears?Areyou

ahungryghostorsomething?”

LookingupatGeraldwithhischeeksstillstuffedwithfood,Reythenchewedalittlebeforereplying,“I

can’thelpit,brotherGerald!Wehaven’teatentheentireday,youknow?”

Sighingasheshookhishead,Geraldthensaid,“Youbarelycareaboutyourimageatall,doyou,Rey?”



Whilesomemayconsiderthattobeaninsult,itwasacomplimentinGerald’sbook.Essentially,hewas

sayingthatReywasn’tapretentiousperson,andsuchpeoplewereveryeasytogetalongwith.

Whateverthecasewas,aftereatingawhilelonger,Junocouldn’thelpbutask,“Speakingofwhich…

What’sournextplan,Gerald?”
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Nowthattherewerenofurtherdistractionsandtheyweremostlydonewiththeirmealsanyway,itwas

hightimetodiscussthingsmoreseriously.

“Well,I’mthinkingofstartinganewofficeinanewplace.Ifthingsworkout,we’llhaveourown

establishedcompanythatdealswithpsychicmatters.Thatway,peoplewillknowwheretofindusif

theyhaveissuesregardingsuchthings,”repliedGerald.

Aftersolvingtoday’smystery,GeraldhadthoughtabouthowtheGreatCouncilonlydealtwithmatters

betweenhumansuptillthispoint.Ifheestablishedacompanythatspecializedindealingwiththe

paranormal,thoseseekinghelpwouldbeabletogetactualresultsinsteadofhavingclueless

investigators.

Whatmore,withthegatestotheghostworldnowopen,moreincidentslikethiswouldsurelyhappen,

whichfurtherpromptedGeraldtogiveseriousthoughtabouttheidea.

Eitherway,afterlisteningtoGerald’ssuggestion,thetrioimmediatelynoddedwithouttheslightest

hesitation.

“Ithinkthat’sanexcellentidea,Gerald!”saidJunoasshelookedathim.



“I’mgladyouthinkso.Speakingofwhich,Rey,Yrsa.Bothofyouwillhavetostartyourformaltraining

soon!JunoandIwillbetrainingyouseparately,andonceyou’reready,we’llstartsendingyououtto

fightrealbattles.Withthatinmind,bothofyouhadbestmentallyprepareyourselves!”declaredGerald.

Uponhearingthat,thetwodisciplesexchangedglancesbeforenoddingslightly.

Reyhimselfhadadeterminedexpressiononhisfaceashereplied,“Gotit,brotherGerald!Wewon’tlet

youdown!”

Truthbetold,Reyhadbeenwaitingforthismomentforquiteawhilenow.Afterall,hewasratherkeen

tolearnaboutthemanywaysofproperlydealingwithghosts.

Whileitwastruethatheendedupgettingslightlyfrightenedearlier—duetoitbeinghisfirsttime

properlyseeinganevilspirit—hehadtoadmitthattheexperiencewasavaluableone.

Regardless,asthefourcontinuedchattingastheyfinishedtheirmeals,loudcrashingnoises—thatwere

quitecloseby—immediatelycaughttheirattention.

Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,thegroupsawaratherintimidating-lookinggangarmedwith

woodenbatsslowlymakingtheirwaytowardthem.Astheyslowlymadetheirwayforward,the

hooligansmadesuretovandalizeallthestallsaroundthemwiththeirbats!

Naturally,thesceneinstantlycausedGeraldandhispartymemberstofrown.Tothinktheywouldbump

intosuchasituationwhileeating!

Thestallownerherselfwasalreadypackingherwaresup,lookingextremelyanxious.



“Huh?Areyouclosingalready?Butwehaven’tevenfinishedeatingyet!”askedReyashelookedatthe

panickingstallowner.

“Look,justleavewhileyoucan!Don’tworryaboutpaying!Considerittobemytreat!”repliedthestall

ownerinahastytoneasfinishedpackingupandpreparedtopushhercartaway.

“Whoexactlyarethosepeople…?Andwhyareyousoterrifiedofthem?”askedGeraldnext.

Whileheobviouslyknewthattheyweregangmembers,hewantedmoredetailsaboutthem.

Sighinginresponse,thestallownerquicklyreplied,“They’refromtheHokluxgang,andtheyrunillegal

protectionracketsaroundhere!Ican’tsayanymorethanthat,soplease,justletmeandmydaughter

leavealready!”

Justasshewasabouttocontinuepushinghercartaway,anangryyellcouldbeheardsaying,“Stop

her!”

Followingthat,severalmembersofthegangquicklyrushedforwardtoblockherpath.

Surroundedbythebat-wieldingmen,thestallownerandherdaughtercouldn’teventakeanotherstep

further!
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Shortlyafter,ascar-facedmanwalkeduptothewomanbeforescoffing,“Planningongoingsomewhere,

boss?”

“…BigBrother,wejustrunasmallbusiness…!Wereallydon’thaveanymoneytogiveyou…!”replied

thestallownerinaresignedtone.

“Cutthecr*p!”sneeredthescarredmanbeforeslappingherrightinthecheek!

Duetohowhardhehadhither,thewomanendedupstaggeringtwostepsbackbeforehavingtolean

againsthercarttosupportherself…

“Mother!”yelledthewoman’sdaughterassheimmediatelyranovertohertohelpherup.

Followingthat,sheglaredatthescarredmanbeforeshouting,“Youutterb*stard…!Tothinkthatyou’d

daretohitawoman!”

“Hmm?Thisyourdaughter,boss?She’squitealooker!”sneeredthescarredman,amalicioussmileon

hisfaceashewalkedovertothestallowner’sdaughterbeforeyankingherovertohisside!

“L-letgoofme,youb*stard…!Whatareyouplanningtodo?!”shoutedthepoorgirlassheattempted

tobreakherselffreeofhisgrip.Sadly,shewasfartoofrailtoevengarneraresponsefromhim…

Regardless,uponseeingthathewasn’tplanningonreleasingherdaughter,thenowteary-eyedstall

ownerquicklypulledherdaughterback!



Oncethegirlwasbehindher,thestallownerturnedtofacethescarredmanbeforepleading,“Please,

BigBrother…!Justleaveherbe…!I’llgiveyouthemoney…!”

Smilingevenmoresinisterlyafterhearingthat,thescarredmanthenreplied,“Hah!Idon’twantyour

moneyanymore!Instead,whydon’tyouandyourdaughterjustfollowmeandbemyservants?I’llmake

sureyouhaveacomfortablelife!Howaboutit?”

Itwasevidentthatthisdespicablemanpreferredwomenovermoney,andhenowhadhiseyesonboth

thestallownerandherdaughter…

Understandablyfrightenedafterhearingthat,theduoknewthattheyweren’tgoingtobeabletoavoid

troubletonight…

Notwantinghervirgindaughter’sfuturetobedestroyedbyhim,thestallownereventuallyproposed,

“…BigBrother,howaboutthis…LeavemydaughterbeandI’llwillinglyfollowyou…!”

“What?Youdarebargainwithme?!Sinceyou’rethatfoolish,men!Getthem!”yelledthescarredman

inarage.Sincetheydaredtoresisthim—despitethefactthathehadbeen‘courteous’enoughtoask—,

hewasnolongeragainstusingforce!

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearinghisorder,hisunderlingsimmediatelyrushedforwardandbegan

draggingboththestallownerandherdaughteraway!

Whiletherewerestillpeoplearound,noneofthemdaredtostepin.Afterall,nobodywantedtrouble

withthesehooligans…



Allofasudden,amasculinevoiceyelledout,“Stoprightthere!”

Surprised,everyoneturnedtolookatthesourceofthevoice…Andstandingtherewhilepointingatthe

scarredman,wasRey!

Glaringattheyouth,thescarredmanthensneered,“Huh?Whothehellevenareyou?Look,justfinish

yourmealanddon’tbeabusybody,kid!”

“I’dratherbeabusybodythanbeab*stardlikeyou!Tothinkthere’dbeamanonthisplanetwho

woulddarebullytwoinnocentwomenwithhisgroupofhooligans!”scoffedRey.

Atthatmoment,Gerald,Rey,andJunocouldonlystarewide-eyedatRey.Afterall,noneofthemhad

expectedhim,ofallpeople,toconfrontthosegangsters…Chapter1878

“Youtiredoflivingorsomething,kid?Areyouseriouslymeddlinginmyaffairs?DoyouevenknowwhoI

am?!”growledthescarredmanashecontinuedglaringfiercelyatRey.

“Don’tknow,don’tcare!Regardless,letthemgoalreadyorI’llcalltheGreatCouncilover!”retortedRey

beforefishinghisphoneoutinhopesofthreateningthegangster.

Uponhearingthat,thescarredmanandhisunderlingsinstantlybeganlaughingmockingly.

Oncehewasdonelaughing,thescarredmanthenjeered,“Doyouhonestlythinkthey’llcomeover

whentheyknowwe’reinvolved!Goaheadandcallthemthen!Seewhathappens!”

Hearingthat,Reywasslightlytakenaback.Tothinkthatthesehooligansweren’tafraidoftheGreat

Council’spower!



Shakinghishead,thescarredmanthensignaledforhismentogoafterRey,promptingReyto

instinctuallytakeastepback…

However,beforehecouldtakeanother,hesuddenlyfeltafirmpatonhisshoulder.

TurningaroundandseeingthatitwasGerald,Reythenwhispered,“…BrotherGerald…”

SimplypushingReybackintohisseat,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“Justrelaxandleavetheresttome!”

UnderstandingthateverythingwasgoingtobefinenowthatGeraldwassteppingin,Reychosenotto

sayanotherword.

Quitefrankly,Geraldwould’veeventuallysteppedinevenifReyhadn’t.Still,Reydidsimplifythingsfor

him.Nowhecouldskiptalkingwiththosenumbskullsinthefirstplaceandsimplygostraighttoteaching

themawell-deservedlesson.

Withthat,Geraldtookastepforward…beforevanishingintothinair!

Aseveryone’seyeswidened,wonderingwherehehadgoneto,theirquestionwaspromptlyanswered

whenseveralofthescarredman’sunderlingsfelltotheground!

Staringattheyouth—whowassomehowalreadystandingclosetohim—,thescarredmannowrealized

howfearfullyfastandpowerfulGeraldtrulywas.



Notwantingthingstojustendlikethis,thescarredmanquicklysnappedoutofhisshockedstatebefore

turningtolookathisremainingsubordinatesandordering,“D*mnitall!Attack!”

Tohishorror,beforehisremainingmencouldevenreact,Geraldhadalreadytakenallofthemout!The

onlyoneleftstandingwasthescarredmanhimself!

Realizingthathecouldn’tevenseeGerald’safterimagebeforehismenwentdown,thenowterrified

scarredhooliganknewthathestoodnochanceagainstthisyouth…

Feelingabreezebeforehim,thescarredmanthenquiveredasherealizedthatGeraldwasnowstaring

himrightintheeye…!

Sneering,Geraldthendeclared,“Getoutofmysight!Ineverwanttoseeyouoryourmenhereagain!

Ignorethatandallofyoucanexpecttoreceiveone-wayticketstohell!”

Gulpingasheimmediatelynoddedinfear,thescarredmanthenquicklyscurriedawaywithhis

underlingslikethepitifulratstheywere…

Withthatdealtwith,Geraldthenwalkedovertothestallownerandherdaughterbeforesmilingashe

said,“Everything’salrightnow.”

“T-thankyou…Thankyousomuch…!”criedouttherelievedstallowner.

“Don’tworryaboutit.I’monlydoingwhat’sright!”repliedGeraldinahumbletone.



Still,tothinkthatReywouldbefasterthanhimwhenitcametoseekingjusticeforothers…

Geraldwasthankfullyaroundwhenallthishappened,otherwisewhoknewwhatkindoftroubleRey

wouldgetinto…WhileRey’srighteousnesswasdefinitelyapplaudable,hewasstillabittooweaktobe

tauntingothers…
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“Speakingofwhich,we’renotfullyet,boss!Withthatsaid,whydon’tyouresumebusiness?”said

Gerald.

“Oh!JustgivemeaminuteandI’llmakemoreforallofyoutoeatthen!”repliedthestallowneralmost

instantaneously,awidesmileonherface.

Sincetheyhadjustsavedher,itwasonlynaturalthatshefelttheneedtorepaytheirkindnesswith

hospitality.Withthat,shequicklybegansettingupherstallagainbeforegettingtowork…andnotlong

after,amassiveplateoffoodwasservedatGerald’stable.

“I’mtrulygratefulforyourhelptoday,soallthisisonme!”declaredthestallowner.

BeforeGeraldorthegirlscouldevenreply,Reywasalreadysaying,“You’rebeingwaytoopolite,boss!It

wasonlyasmallmattertous!”

Uponhearingthat,thetriocouldhelpbutstareatReywithraisedbrows,thinkinghowshamelesshe

was.



“Well,smallornot,itwasstillagreathelptous!Noweatupanddotellmeifyouneedmore!”replied

thestallownerbeforehappilyreturningtowork.

Oncesheleft,Junocouldn’thelpbutglareatReyasshesaid,“Hey,don’tgoactingsoimpulsivelynext

time,Rey!”

Scratchingthebackofhisheadinresponse,theslightlyembarrassedyouththenchuckledsheepishly

beforereplying,“Iwasjusttryingtohelp,MissZorn!”

“Igetthat,butyouhavetoconsideryourowncapabilitiesbeforepickingafightlikethat!HadGerald

notbeenpresenttoday,you’dsurelyhavebeenbeatenintoapulp!”retortedJuno.

Justaboutanyonewould’vesteppeduptodealwiththosehooligansiftheyhadthecapabilityto.

However,thefactthatnoonedidmeantthattheyallunderstoodthattheywerenevergoingtobeable

totakeonthosebat-wieldinggangsterswithoutgettingintoserioustrouble.

Whateverthecasewas,Reythengrinnedcheekilybeforereplying,“Iknow,Iknow,Iwon’tdo

somethinglikethisagain,MissZorn…I’lljustleaveittobrotherGerald!”

Hearinghisname,Geraldthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Whileit’struethatyourrighteous

behaviordeservespraise,evenIimploreyounottobesoimpulsiveinfuture!”

Complimentsaside,Geraldhadtomakesuretoproperlysharehowhefeltabouttoday’sevents.

“Gotit,brotherGerald!I’llkeepthatinmind!”repliedReyashenodded,completelyunderstanding

whereJunoandGeraldwerecomingfrom.



Essentially,Geraldwastellinghimnottobeoverlyrighteouswhentheoddswerestackedagainsthim.

Afterall,hewasstillnowherenearasstrongasGeraldyet.Still,Reycouldn’thelpbutwonderhowgreat

itwouldbeifhecoulddealwithfoesthewayGeralddid…

Regardless,itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenthefourfinallyfinishedtheirmealandbegantoleave.

Naturally,Geraldinsistedonpayingthestallowner,andintheend,shewasforcedtoacceptthe

payment.Gerald,forone,knewthatlifewasn’teasyforherandherdaughter,sohewould’vepaidher

regardlessofhowmuchsheobjected.

Eitherway,uponreturninghome,thefourthenheadedtotheirrespectiveroomstogetwell-deserved

rest.Afterthatbusyday,allofthemwererightfullyexhausted…Well,mostofthem.

Gerald,forone,knewthathecouldn’tjustsitthereanddonothingnowthatheknewthatthescarred

manandtheHokluxGangexisted.Theywerealreadycausingtroubleandfeartomembersofsociety,

andtheywouldsurelygetmoreandmoredaringinthefutureifsomethingwasn’tdonenow.

Withthatinmind,Geraldlaiddownonhisbed…andbeforelong,hisghostformflewoutbeforequickly

headingtowardtheHokluxGang’sheadquarters…
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Tonight,somepeopleweresimplyfatedtomysteriouslydisappearoffthefaceoftheplanet…



Soonenough,GeraldfoundhimselfhoveringovertheHokluxGang’sheadquarters…

Aspreviouslyseen,theHokluxGangwasabunchofhooligans,andtheheadofthegroupwasavicious

manknownsimplyasRoger.FromtherumorsGeraldhadmanagedtogather,hewasfrequently

summonedtotheGreatCouncilfor‘coffeetalks’.

Uponphasingthroughtheheadquarters’ceiling,Geraldwasimmediatelygreetedbythesightofthe

scarredmankneelingbeforeaseatedperson—whomGeraldassumedtobeRoger—whilesaying,“I

apologize,master…!Wetrulyareuselessforbeingdefeatedbyothers…!”

“Thatyouallare!Rubbish!Tothinkthatallofyouweren’tamatchforasingleman!You’vetruly

embarrassedtheHokluxGangthistime!”retortedRogerasheglaredatthescarredman.

Hearingthat,thescarredmanandhissubordinatessimplyloweredtheirheads,nothavingthegutsto

evenlookup.

“Y-youdon’tunderstand,master…!Thatpersonwassopowerfulwedidn’tevenhaveachancetofight

back…!”repliedthescarredman.

“Excuses!Justadmitthatyou’reweakalready!Whatareyouevenhereforifyou’rethatpathetic!”

scoffedRogerwithasnort,clearlyunwillingtobelievehissubordinate.Ofcourse,hadRogerbeenatthe

scenewhileGeralddidthedeed,hewould’vethoughtmuchdifferently.

“Regardless,ourganghaslostfacetodaybecauseofthis!Wecanonlyregainourpridebydealingwith

thatperson!Tothinkhehasthenervetogoagainstus…Hemustcravedeath!Golookforhim

immediately!”orderedRogerinafuriousvoice.

“R-rightaway,master…!”repliedthescarredmaninarespectfultone.



“There’snoneedforthat!I’mrighthere!”yelledanunfamiliarvoiceatthatmoment,causingRogerand

hismentoinstantlyfeelastonished.

Afterrealizingthattheycouldn’tevendetectthesourceofthevoice,Rogerstoodupbeforeroaring,

“Whothehellareyou?Showyourself!”

However,theonlyresponseRogergotwasatightslapacrosshisface!Theslapitselfwassohardthat

Rogerfoundhimselflandingagooddistancefromwherehehadinitiallybeenstanding!

Uponseeingthat,everyonewasrightfullydumbfounded.Therewasnobodyevenremotelyclose

enoughtoRogertocausehimtobeflunglikethat…!

Asthehorrifiedscarredmantookastepback—unsureofwhatwasevenhappeninganymore—,a

suddengustofwindblewpasthim…andsecondslater,hewaspromptedtoholdontohisnowbleeding

neckashiseyesbulgedfromhisskull!

Notevenknowinghowthatgashhadsuddenlyappearedonhisneck,thescarredmansoonfloppedto

theground,dead…

Rogerhimselfhadjustgottentohisfeetagainatthatpoint,onlytoendupgettingstunnedagainwhen

hesawhisdeadsubordinate.

Beforehecouldevenreact,hiseyeswidenedasbloodsuddenlybegangushingoutofhisownneck!And

justlikethat,thedyingRogerdroppedtohiskneesbeforesplashingintohisownpuddleofblood…

Seeinghowunusualtheirleaders’deathswere,thesubordinatesinstantlybeganscreamingasthey



attemptedtoescapethescene…

Geraldhimself—whowasstillinvisible—simplyglaredatthetwofreshcorpseswithouttheslightest

remorse…
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ToGerald,theydeservedtodie.

Insteadoflettingthemcomeandcausetrouble,Geraldwouldrathergetridoftheminadvance.That

way,hewouldbeabletoavoidgettingintobiggertrouble.

Afterstaringatthemforafewseconds,GeraldtookoutthePhangrottomRune.

WithafirmwaveofthePhangrottomRune,Geraldexterminatedthesoulsofthosetwo.

Peoplelikethemdidn’tqualifytobereincarnated.Theyshouldjustturnintonothingness.

Afterdealingwiththematter,Geraldleftrightaway.



Geraldknewthatthenextmorning,thedeathoftheheadoftheHokluxGangwouldbereportedon

everynewschannel,andthenewswoulddefinitelyshockthewholecity.

However,mostofthepeoplewouldonlyfeelgladseeingasthegang’sheadhadfinallybeenpunished

forhisevildeeds.

Aftergoingbacktohisplace,Geraldreturnedtohisbodyandfellasleep.

Thenextmorning,aphonecallwokeGeraldup.

WhenGeraldwasawakened,hetookhisphoneandsawthatitwasfromHarold.

GeraldcouldroughlyguesswhatHaroldwascallinghimfor.Hehadtobecallingforhelptosolvethe

murdercaseoftheheadoftheHokluxGang.

Afterhesitatingforafewseconds,Geraldansweredthecall.

“Hello,Mr.Lee.”

GeraldgreetedHaroldwithawearyvoice.

HaroldseemedtobeabletosenseGerald’stone,soheimmediatelyapologizedpolitely,“Mr.Gerald,

I’msorrytocallyouthisearlyinthemorning.However,somethingstrangehappenedinthe

headquartersoftheHokluxGanglastnight.Theheadofthegangandoneofhissubordinatesdied.

Theirdeathswereverystrange,andtheotherunderlingssaidthattheydidn’tseeanyonewhenit

happened.”



Asexpected,HaroldwasindeedcallingGeraldregardingthatverycase.

“Oh,really?Okay,Iwillgothererightaway!”

Geraldpretendedtobesurprisedbeforeagreeingtohelp.

Afterhangingup,Geraldgotoutofhisbed.

Whenhewentoutofhisroom,Reyandthegirlswerealreadywatchingthetelevisioninthelivingroom.

ThenewsaboutthedeathoftheleaderoftheHokluxGangwasbeingreportedinthenews.

WhenGeraldcameout,thethreeofthemlookedathimsimultaneously.

“Whyareyoulookingatme?”

Geraldaskedinsurprise.

“Gerald,doesthematteroftheHokluxGanghavesomethingtodowithyou?”

Junoseemedtohavesensedsomething,andshequestionedhimimmediately.

“That’sright.Itwasme.”



Whenbeingasked,Geralddidnothaveanythingelsetosay,andso,hechosetoadmitit.

“What?BrotherGerald,wasittrulyyouwhodidit?”

Hearinghiswords,Reyshoutedinsurprise.

“IfIdidn’tgotothem,theywouldhavecomeandtroubledus.Iheardthemtalkingaboutfinishingus

off,soItookactionfirst!”

Geraldexplainedinanormaltone.

Junoandthetwounderstoodafterhearinghiswords.

“Right,Rey,let’sgototheheadquartersoftheHokluxGangnow.Mr.Leecalledjustnowandaskedus

togothere!”

Later,GeraldtoldRey.

“What?Heaskedustogothere?BrotherGerald,didtheyfindoutitwasyoualready?”

ReywasstartledandlookedatGeralddoubtfully.

“Don’tworry.Theywon’tknowitwasme.Theyjustwantustohelpsolvethecase.It’sbetterthisway.I

canjustthinkofarandomreasonandtellthemthat.Anyway,theydon’tknowhowwedoour

business.”

GeraldtoldRey.



EverythingwasunderGerald’scontrol.Hewouldneverleaveanyevidencebehind.

Besides,onlyGeraldcouldhandlesuchthingsflawlessly.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldandReyleftthehouseandheadedtotheheadquartersoftheHokluxGang.
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“BrotherGerald,youshouldbeusingthatout-of-bodyexperiencetechnique,right?WhenwillIbeable

tolearnthat?”

Inthecar,ReyaskedGeraldcuriously.Healsowantedtolearnthatskill.

“Don’trush.Youwilllearnitoneday,butyoushouldfocusonthebasicsfirst!”

GeraldturnedhisheadandlookedatRey.

Someskillswerenotthateasytomaster.Onecouldnotlearntorunbeforehecouldwalk.

TheyarrivedattheheadquartersoftheHokluxGangastheywereconversing.



Theplacewassurroundedbymanypeopleinsideandoutside.Itwasreallycrowded.

TherewerealreadyafewcarsoftheGreatCouncilinfrontofthebuilding,andtheinspectorswere

workingtomaintaintheorderatthescene.

GeraldwalkedoverwithRey.

“Rey,don’tsayanythingoncewegetinside.I’llhandleeverything!”

GeraldremindedReysoftlyastheywalkedin.

Reynoddedinunderstanding.

“Iunderstand,BrotherGerald!”

ReyknewwhatGeraldmeant.

Whentheyarrivedattheentrance,theinspectorsoftheGreatCouncilstoppedthem.

“WhereisMr.Lee?Hewaslookingforus.IamGeraldCrawford!”

Geraldglancedattheinspectorwhodidn’tallowthemtogoinandasked,atthesametimetellinghim

hisidentityandname.



WhenheheardGerald’sname,theinspectorshowedasurprisedexpressiononhisface.

“I’msorry,Mr.Crawford.Mr.Leehasbeenwaitingforyouforalongtime!”

Theinspectorquicklylettheminashespoke.

AlthoughhehadneverseenGerald,hehadheardofhisname.Hedidn’texpectthatthepersonbefore

hiseyeswouldbeGeraldCrawford,andso,hequicklymadewayandletthemin.Hedidn’twantto

delaytheinvestigationashecouldnotaffordtobeblamedforthat.

GeraldbroughtReyinside.

Onceinside,Haroldquicklycameforwardtogreetthem.

“Mr.Crawford,You’refinallyhere!”

HaroldgreetedGeraldbrieflyandbroughtthemtothescene.

Geraldpretendedtoknownothing.HepretendednottoknowthewayandletHaroldleadthemin.

Inthehall,itcouldbeseenthatRogerandthescarredmanwerelyinginthepooloftheirownblood.

“Whathappened?”



Geraldaskedsuspiciously.

“Theywerekilledinonestrike.Accordingtotheunderlings,Rogerandthescarredmanwereliftedoff

thegroundbyanunseenforce.Then,theirthroatsweresuddenlyslashed,andtheydiedonthespot.It

wasratherbizarrewhentheydied.”

HaroldsharedeverypieceofinformationhehadwithGerald

AfterGeraldheardit,hedidn’tfinditsurprisingatall.

“Anythingelseapartfromthis?”

Afterapause,GeraldaskedHaroldagain.

Haroldshookhishead.

“Apartfromthis,there’snothingelse.”

Haroldrepliedhelplessly.

GeraldtookReyalongandlookedaround.

EvenifitwasGeraldwhohaddoneit,hestillhadtopretendthathewastryingtosolvethecase.

“Whatastrongauraofresentment!”



Suddenly,Geraldfeltaverystrongauraofresentment,andheexclaimed.

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1883

“Auraofresentment?Whydidn’tIfeelit?”

Haroldaskedinconfusion.

GeraldglancedatHarold.

“Youareanordinaryman,soyoucan’tfeelit.”

Geraldgaveasimpleanswer.

Hearingthis,Haroldfeltalittlehelpless,thinkingthatitwouldhavebeenbetterifGeraldcouldhave

toldhimthismoreimplicitly.

Rey,whowasstandingattheside,founditratherfunny.

However,onlyGeraldcouldseeeverything.

ReythoughtthatGeraldwasjustpretendingwhenhesaidthat.However,itwasactuallytrue.Geralddid



indeedfeelastrongauraofresentment.

Geraldhadn’tsensedthisauralastnight,buttoday,itsuddenlyappeared.

ThisgenuinelysurprisedGeraldashewassurethattheaurawasn’tcomingfromthesoulsofRogerand

thescarredman.

ThiswasbecausetheirsoulshadbeeneliminatedbyGeraldusingthePhangrottomRuneearlier.

Itlookedliketherewassomethingwrongwiththisplace.Someonemusthavediedhere,andthebody

muststillbeheresomewhere.

“Mr.Lee,Isuggestyousearchtheplaceupanddown.ApartfromthebodiesofRogerandthescarred

man,theremuststillbeacorpsehiddensomewhereinthisplace.Otherwise,therewouldn’tbesucha

strongauraofresentmenthere!”

Afterapause,GeraldinstructedHarold.

Harolddidn’thesitateandtookactionuponhearingGerald’swords.Hestartedorderinghismento

checktheplacethoroughly.

AsforGeraldandRey,theybegansearchinganotherplace.

Whentherewasnoonearound,onlythendidReyaskGerald,“BrotherGerald,whatyousaidjustnow

isallfake,right?”



Reyaskedsuspiciously.

“Whotoldyouthat?WhenIcameherelastnight,Ididn’tfeelsuchastrongauraofresentment.It

seemsthattheHokluxGangmusthavedonetoomanybadthingsinthepast.”

GeraldlookedveryseriouswhenhesaidthattoRey.Hewasnotjoking.

Afterhearingthat,ReyrealizedthatwhatGeraldhadsaidjustnowwastrue.Hehadinitiallythought

thatGeraldwasjustactinginfrontofHarold.

“Argh!”

Afterawhile,aloudscreamwasheard.

Immediately,everyoneraninthedirectionwherethesoundhadcomefrom.

Theycametoawallandsawaskullstickingoutfromaholeinthewall.

Seeingthis,ReylookedatGerald.

Itwasindeedtrue.HenowbelievedinGerald’swords.

Haroldfrowned,andhisfaceturnedgloomy.



Now,HaroldbelievedinGerald’sabilityevenmore,becauseeverythingwasjustasGeraldhadtoldhim.

“Smashthewallanddigoutthecorpse!”

Haroldorderedhissubordinatessolemnly.

Then,theystartedworking,smashingthewall.

Finally,theskeletonsinthewallfelloutonebyone.

Astheskeletonsfellout,everyonewastakenaback.

Therewasn’tjustonesetofskeletons,butafew.

“Oh,myGod!Therearesomanysetsofskeletons!”

WhenReysawthis,heexclaimed.

“Theremustbemorethanonecorpsehere!”

GeraldremindedHarold.

Asaninspector,Haroldwouldnaturallybeabletoseethat.Hewasequallyshocked.Hedidn’texpect

thattherewerestillsomanycorpseshiddeninsidetheHokluxGang.NowonderGeraldhadsaidthat

therewasastrongauraofresentmenthere.Itseemedtobetrue.



“Quick.Getsomeonetoputthesebonestogether!”

Afterthat,Haroldorderedhismenoncemore.

Rumble!

Suddenly,theskyturneddark,andthethunderrumbled.
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“Oh,no!Theauraisgettingstronger!”

Geraldwasalarmed.

“Quick,Mr.Lee,getyourmenoutofhere.Getoutnow!Themasculineaurainyourbodiesisthetarget

ofthegrudgefulghosts!”

Immediately,GeraldshoutedatHarold.

“Retreat!”

Haroldshoutedrightawaywithoutasecondthought.



Hearingthis,alltheinspectorsretreatedfromthehallwithHaroldandstoodbytheroadside

immediately.

Onceoutside,HaroldandhismensawtheblackfogrushintothehalloftheHokluxGangfromthesky.

Seeingthis,everyoneatthescenewasterrified.Theythoughtthatitwasveryfrighteningastheyhad

neverseensuchathinghappeningbefore.

Atthatmoment,onlyGeraldandReywereleftinsidethehall.

GeraldglancedatRey,whowasbehindhim.

“Whatareyoudoinghere?!Getoutnow!”

Geraldshouted.

“BrotherGerald,Iwanttostaytohelpyou!”

Reyreplied.

“Whatcanyouhelpmewith?!Youhaven’tlearnedanythingyet.Icanhandlethisalone!Getoutquickly

beforeit’stoolate!”

GeraldchasedReyoutofthehall.



ItwasnolaughingmatterasReywasanordinarypersonjustlikeHaroldLee.So,themasculineaurain

theirbodieswasveryalluringforthegrudgefulghosts.

“BrotherGerald…”

“Go!Areyounotlisteningtome?”

Reywantedtosaysomething,buthewasimmediatelyscoldedbyGerald.

WhenReyheardthat,heknewthathehadnochoicebuttoobeyGerald.So,heturnedaroundandran

towardthedoor.

Bang!

However,itwastoolate.Thedoorswungshutandblockedtheentrance.

Seeingthis,Geraldknewitwastoolate.

“Youcan’tgooutnow.Comebackhere!”

KnowingthatReywasunabletogetout,heinstructedReyrightaway.

ReywalkedtoGeraldobediently,grabbingacornerofhisshirt.



Swish!

Thenextsecond,ablackfogappearedinfrontofthem.

Theblackfogcircledaroundthemcontinuously,almostasifitwaswaitingforsomething.

Reydidn’tdaretomakeasoundnorbreathe.

“Whatkindofghostareyou?Showyourself!”

Geraldstaredattheblackfogandshoutedangrily.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldsummonedhisAstrabyssSwordandswunghissword.

Theblackfogfeltthepowerfromtheswordandretreatedfurtherawayfromthem.

Then,theblackfogmorphedintoahumanformandstoodinfrontofthem.

Itwasagrudgefulfemaleghostwithapaleface,redlips,andblood-redeyes.

Thisfemaleghostwasformedbythefusionofafewfemalecorpses,soitwasaverypowerfulgrudgeful

ghost.

“IknowyouwerekilledbytheHokluxGang.However,Rogerisalreadydead,soyoucanrestinpeace

now!”



Geraldsaidtothefemaleghost.

ThefemaleghoststaredatGeraldandreleasedaredribbontowardGeraldwithoutsayinganything.

GeraldswunghisAstrabyssSwordimmediatelyandstartedbattlingwiththefemaleghost.

Rey,whowashidingbehindGerald,movedhereandthere.Hedidn’tdaretoopenhiseyestolookat

thefemalegrudgefulghost,thinkingthatitwastooscary.

Atthenextsecond,thefemaleghostreleasedanotherredribbonfromherotherhand.

Thistime,theredribbonflewtowardRey.
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“Rey,becareful!”

GeraldshoutedatReytoalerthim.

WhenReyheardGerald’swarning,heimmediatelyopenedhiseyes.

Thenextmoment,Rey’swaistwasalreadytiedbytheredribbon.



Swish!

Reywasdraggedforward.

Seeingthis,Geraldreactedquicklyandcuttheredribbonwithhissword.

Snap!

Fortunately,Geraldwasfastenough.HecuttheredribbonandsavedRey.

“SoulChain!”

AftersavingRey,GeraldthrewhisSoulChaintowardtheghost.

TheSoulChainflewtowardthefemaleghost.

However,thefemaleghostwasnotaneasytarget.ShewavedherredribbontoblocktheSoulChain.

Notgivingheranychance,Geraldleapedforwardandrushedtowardthefemaleghost.

Gerald’sspeedwassofastthatthefemaleghostdidn’thaveanytimetoreact.



Then,GeraldstabbedthefemaleghostwithhisAstrabyssSword.

“Exterminate!”

Geraldshoutedangrilyinadeepvoice.

Withthat,theAstrabyssSwordemittedadarkblueflameandengulfedthefemaleghost.

Then,usingthepoweroftheswordagain,Geraldabsorbedandannihilatedthefemaleghost.

Afterfinishingoffthefemaleghost,Geraldfelltohisknees.Hisbodystartedemittingabluedarkflame.

ThishappenedwhenGeraldwasabsorbingtheghostintohisbody.

However,Geraldhadnochoicebuttodothis.Thiswastheonlywayhecoulddefeatthefemaleghost.

“Areyoualright,BrotherGerald?”

SeeingthisReyimmediatelyrushedforwardandaskedGeraldinconcern.

“Don’tcomehere.Don’ttouchme!”

GeraldremindedRey.



Reystoppedmovingatonce.

Afterawhile,thedarkblueflamearoundGeraldfinallydisappeared,andhereturnedtonormal.

GeraldstooduponceagainandlookedatRey.

“Ifyouhadtouchedmejustnow,youwouldhavebeenconsumedbytheauraandbeenturnedintoa

grudgefulghostrightaway!”

Geraldutteredwordbyword.

Hearingthis,Reywasshocked.Hedidn’tknowtheconsequenceswouldbesohorrible.

Atthesametime,theskyhadreturnedtonormal.Theblackcloudsintheskyhaddisappeared

completely.

Seeingthis,Haroldknewthatthecrisisinsidemusthavebeenlifted.

Boom!

Thedoorblockingtheentranceofthehallwassmashed,andGeraldandReywalkedouttogether.

Seeingthemcomeout,Haroldbreathedasighofrelief.

Haroldquicklyapproachedthem.



“Areyoualright,Mr.Crawford?”

Haroldwasconcernedabouthissafety.

“I’mfine,Mr.Lee.Thegrudgefulghosthasbeendealtwith.It’salrightnow.Rogerandthescarredman

werekilledbythatghost!”

GeraldsaidtoHarold.

“Thankyou,Mr.Crawford.Youaresoincredible!”

HaroldthankedGeraldexcitedly.Now,hebelievedinGerald’spowercompletely,andhewouldnot

doubthimanymore.

“It’snothing,Mr.Lee.Youarebeingtoopolite.Thisisourobligation!”

Geraldrepliedhumbly.

Then,GeraldsaidtoHarold,“Mr.Lee,sinceit’ssafenow,Ishallhanditovertoyou.Weshalltakeour

leave!”
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“Ofcourse.Takecare,Mr.Crawford!”



HaroldsaidgoodbyetoGeraldrespectfully.

Afterthat,GeraldandReylefttheHokluxGangbycar.

“BrotherGerald,itlookslikethetruthaboutthismatterwillnotbediscovered!”

Inthecar,Reyspoke,feelingverylucky.

“Hehe,Ididn’texpectthattherewouldbeagrudgefulghostinthehall.So,Ijustblamedeverythingon

it.Anyway,thosetwodeservedtodie.”

Geraldsaidwithafaintsmile.

Intruth,evenwithoutthegrudgefulghost,nobodywouldhavefoundoutthatitwasGeraldwhohad

killedRogerandthescarredman.

Itwasjustacoincidence,soGeraldsimplyputalltheblameonthisgrudgefulghost.

“Rey,nexttimewhenItellyoutoleave,don’thesitate.Fortunately,thegrudgefulghostthistimewas

notparticularlystrong.Otherwise,Iwouldn’thavebeenabletosaveyou!”

GeraldremindedRey.



“Okay,Iunderstand,BrotherGerald.”

Reynoddedobediently.

Whathappenedtodaywastoofrighteningforhimespeciallywhentheredribbonhadbeentiedaround

hiswaist.Hestillfelthorrifiedwhenhethoughtaboutit.

Luckily,hehadGerald.Otherwise,hewouldhavebeendoomed.

“Startingfromtomorrow,Iwillteachyousomebasicskills.Afteryoumasterthefoundation,Iwillteach

youhowtoprotectyourself!”

Afterthat,Geraldsuggested.

“Really?That’ssogreat,BrotherGerald!Icanfinallystartlearningtheskills!”

Reyshoutedinexcitementwhenheheardthat.

Thetwoarrivedattheofficeinthemiddleoftheirconversation.

Uponreturningtotheiroffice,theysawJunoandYrsawatchingthenewsabouttheHokluxGang.The

newswasbroadcastingthescenewhentheskyabovetheHokluxGang’splacehadturneddark.

“Hey,you’reback!”



Seeingthetwoofthem,Junostoodupandgreetedthem.

“Yeah!”

Geraldrepliedwithasmile.

“Howwasit?Icanseethatsomethinghappenedfromthetelevision.”

Junoaskedinconcern.

Geraldsmiledandanswered.

“It’snothing.TherewasjustagrudgefulghosthidingintheheadquartersoftheHokluxGang!”

Hearinghisdescription,Junounderstooditrightaway.

“Soyoublamedeverythingonthatgrudgefulghost?”

Junowasquick-witted,andsheguesseditrightaway.

“Yes.Itsavesmealotoftroublethatway!”

Geraldshruggedhisshouldersandsaid.

“Great,then!”



Junowasassuredafterhearingit.

“Bytheway,Gerald,Yanncalledjustnow.He’slookingforyou.Youshouldgoandmeethimlater!”

Justthen,JunorememberedaboutthephonecallandtoldGerald.

“Yann?Whyishelookingforme?”

Geraldwasdoubtful.

YannWilliamswasagoodfriendofGerald’s.

However,Yannwasaplayfulmanwhojustlovedtoeat,drink,andplay.Healwaysstayedout,soGerald

knewwhatkindofpersonhewas.

Nowthathewaslookingforhim,theremustbesomething.

“Alright.I’llgoandmeethimlater!”

Geralddidn’tsayanythingmoreandagreedtoJuno’ssuggestion.

“Juno,youcanstartteachingReyandYrsasometheoreticalknowledgeaboutcultivationinthe

evening!”

Then,GeraldtoldJuno.



“Okay,Iknowwhattodo.”
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“Right.Then,IshallgoandfindYannnow.Callmeifthere’sanything!”

GeraldremindedJunooncemoreandlefttheoffice.

Afterhehadlefttheoffice,hedrovetoYann’splace.

Ontheway,hedidn’tforgettocallYann.

Thecallwasansweredinashorttime.

“Hello,Yann.Whyareyoulookingforme?”

GeraldaskedYann,whowasontheotherendofthephonecuriously.

“Gerald,I’vegotagoodthingforyou!”



YannsaidtoGeraldexcitedly.

“Goodthing?Whatgoodthing?”

Geraldwasstilldoubtful.

“Ha!Ha!Ha!I’lltellyoulater!”

YannkeptGeraldinsuspense.

Hearingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutrollhiseyes.Thisladwasactingmysteriouslyagain.

Regardless,Geralddidn’tsayanythingasheknewwhatkindofapersonYannwas.

“Alright.Areyouathomenow?I’monthewaythere.I’llgetthereinabouttenminutes!”

GeraldaskedYanninadvanceandtoldhimthathewasheadingthere.

“Sosoon?Yes,I’mathome.”

Yannwassurprised,butherepliedimmediately.



“Okay.That’sfine.Seeyoulater.”

Geraldrepliedandhungup.

ArichkidlikeYannwasalwayslikethat.Fromhistone,Geraldknewthathehadtobemessingaround

athomeatthemoment.

However,Geralddidn’twanttobotheraboutthat.ItwasYann’spersonalmatterafterall.

Everyonehadadifferentlife.

Aftertenminutes,GeraldarrivedatYann’splace,aluxuriousvilla.

Geraldparkedhiscarandwalkedtothedoor.Justintime,hesawYanncomingoutthroughthedoor

withawomanaroundhisarm.

Seeingthis,Geraldsmiledhelplessly.Justashehadexpected,Yannwasindeeddoingthat.

Afterseeingthewomanoff,YannlookedatGerald.

“Hey,brother!You’rehere!”

YannwasveryexcitedatthesightofGerald.Hecameforwardandopenedhisarms.

GeraldandYannhuggedeachother.



“Youdon’tevenstopforaday.Becarefuloryourbodywon’tbeabletotakeit!”

Geraldteasedhim.

“That’snotpossible.I’mingreatshape!I’mnotafraidofplayingwithtwotogether!”

Yannsaidconfidently.

Geraldsmiledinhisheart.Yannwasstillhisoldself.Heneverchanged.

Later,thetwowenttothelivingroomandsatdown.

YannpouredaglassofwineforGerald,andtheystartedtalkingwhiledrinking.

“Tellme,Yann.Whyareyoulookingforme?Whatisitthatissomysterious?”

GeraldwentstraighttothepointandaskedYanndirectly.

HisrelationshipwithYannwasveryclose,sotherewasnoneedtohideanything.Hecouldsimplysay

whathewanted.

“Gerald,it’slikethis.Idiscoveredaplace,anditisrumoredthattherearemanytreasuresthere.Ihope

youcanjoinmetoexploretheplace.Wemightfindsomegoodstuff.”

Yanndidn’thesitateandtoldhimstraightforwardly.
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WhenGeraldheardhim,hedoubtedforawhile,thinkingwhatgoodplaceitwasthatYannwas

referringto.

“Whereisit?”Geraldaskedimmediately.

“Hehe.Gerald,haveyouheardofMountDakriont?”

YanntriedtokeepGeraldinsuspenseandaskedhimplayfully.

Geraldhesitatedforawhileandnodded.

“Iknow.Isn’titatouristattraction?Whyareyouaskingmethat?”

GeraldlookedatYanninsuspicionasheresponded.Hedidn’tunderstandwhyYannwouldbe

interestedinatouristattraction.

“Well,thereissomethingyoudon’tknow,Gerald.Althoughthatplaceisatouristattraction,thereis

actuallyadeepcavehiddeninthemountain,andtherearelotsoftreasuresinsidethecave.”

YanntoldGeraldwithaveryexcitedexpressiononhisface.



“Really?But,Yann,fromwhomdidyouhearaboutthis?”

Geraldwasabitsurprised,sohequicklyaskedYann.

ForYanntoknowaboutsuchasecret,therehadtobesomeonetellinghimthat.Andtherehadtobea

plotbehindthis.

“Um…”

Yannhesitatedanddidnotanswer.

“Gerald,justtellmeifyouarewillingtojoinmeornot.Ifyouare,Iwilltellyoueverything!”

Afterapause,Yannsuggested.

HearingthismadeGeraldevenmoresuspicious.Hefeltthattherewassomethingfishygoingon.

IthadbeenaverylongtimethatYanndidn’tlookforhim.Andnowwhenhecamelookingforhimallof

asudden,heheldsomeinformationthatwassosecretive.Hemusthavesomemotivesbehindthis.

“Ifyoudon’ttellmethetruth,Iwillnotpromiseyouanything!”



Geraldsaidfrankly.

AlthoughGeraldwasclosetoYann,hewouldnotsimplymakeapromiseregardinganything.Hehadto

thinkitthroughfirst.

“Um…”

“Yann,doyoustillseemeasyourbrother?Ifyoudo,thentellmethetruth.Wheredidyouhearthis

from?Whoareyouworkingwithactually?”

Geraldutteredwordbyword.

GeraldknewYannwouldn’tdosuchathingalone.Hehadtobeworkingwithsomeone.

However,Geraldwasstillunsureifthecollaborationwasagoodoneornot.Thatwastheproblem.

Dingdong!

BeforeYancouldopenhismouthtoanswerGerald’squestion,thedoorbellrang.

Yanngotuptoanswerthedoorimmediately.

Whenheopenedthedoor,theysawamiddle-agedmancomeinwithawalkingstick.Awomanina

leatherjacketwalkedinsidetogetherwithhim.Behindthem,thereweretwobodyguards.Theyseemed

toberatherhigh-profilepeople.



“Gerald,letmeintroduceyoutothechairmanoftheSunGroup,Mr.TyeLamano,andthisishis

secretary,MissHaileyHanks.TheyaretheonesIamworkingwith.”

YannsaidtoGerald.

Geraldshoweddoubtonhisfaceinstantly.

GeraldmoreorlessknewaboutthisSunGroup.Thecompanyspecializedinoildrillingandironmining.

However,thatwasonlysuperficially.Intruth,GeraldknewthattheSunGroupalsoranasecretbusiness,

andthatwastreasurehunting.

It’sjustthatGeraldneverexpectedYanntoworkwithpeoplefromtheSunGroup.

“I’velongheardaboutyou,Mr.GeraldCrawford.NowthatI’veseenyouinperson,youareindeedan

incredibleperson!”

TyeLamanogreetedGeraldwithasmile.

“Hehe,youarebeingtoopolite,Mr.Lamano.I’velongheardaboutthepowerofyouandyour

company.”

Geraldrepliedpolitely.

“Gerald,Mr.LamanoispayingusthirtymilliondollarstoexploreMountDakriontandthesecretcave

thistime.It’sagreatopportunity!”



YanwalkedovertoGeraldandtriedtopersuadehimoncemore.
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YanwalkedovertoGeraldandtriedtopersuadehimoncemore.

GeraldglancedatYannandlookedatTyeLamano.

“Mr.Lamano,howdidyouknowaboutthehiddencaveinMountDakriont?Andhowdidyoucometo

knowthattherearetreasuresinside?”askedGerald.

“Aboutthis,Icannotansweryou.IcansimplytellyouthateverythingIknowappearedonthemapthat

myancestorspasseddown.Ionlyneedyoutwotomakeatriptothemountainforme.IknowMr.

Crawfordisverycapableofpsychicthingsandexploration.That’swhyIaskedMr.Williamstolookfor

you.Ihopeyoucanhelpus!”

TyeLamanosaidinaserioustone.

OfcourseGeraldknewwhatTyeLamanowasthinkinginhismind.Hewantedthetreasures.

“Mr.Crawford,Iknowyouarelookingforsomething,andaccordingtotherecordsfrommyancestors,

theitemyouarelookingforismostprobablyinMountDakriont.Ihopeyoucanthinkaboutit!”



SeeingGeraldshownoresponse,TyeLamanosuggestedoncemore.

Geraldwasstartledwhenheheardthat.HefrownedandlookedatYann.

Thereweren’tmanypeoplewhoknewabouttheitemhewaslookingfor.HebetYannmusthavetold

TyeLamanoaboutit.Otherwise,thelatterwouldnothaveknownaboutit.

WhenYannsawGerald’sface,heloweredhisheadanddarednotlookintoGerald’seyes.Heknew

Geraldwouldbeangrywithhim.

Afterawhile,Geraldspoke.

“Okay.IcanpromisethatI’lljointheexploration.However,oncewearethere,everythingshouldbe

undermycommand!”

Geraldproposed.

HearingGerald’sproposal,Tyedidnothaveasecondopinion.

“Ofcourse,noproblem!”

Tyeagreedtoitpromptly.

Tohim,itwasfineaslongasGeraldwaswillingtogowiththem.Asfortherestofthethings,he

couldn’tbebothered.



“Mr.Crawford,let’swishforahappycollaboration!”

TyesmiledandsaidtoGerald.

“Sure!”

Geraldrepliedindifferently.

Havingsaidthat,Tyeandhissecretaryleftthehouse.

Aftertheyhadleft,onlyGeraldandYannwereleftinthehouse.

“Gerald,I…”

YannlookedatGeraldandloweredhishead,notknowinghowtoexplainthis.Hefeltguiltyfortelling

TyeaboutGerald’smatter.

“Sigh.Yann,doyouknowwhatkindofbusinesstheSunGrouprunsthatyouevendaretoworkwith

thesepeople?”

GeraldaskedYannhelplessly.

GeraldwaswellawareofthebusinessoftheSunGroup.Thatwaswhathefoundmostworrying.



Hearinghisquestion,Yanndidn’tknowhowtoreply.

“I’msorry,Gerald.”

Yanncouldonlyapologizesoftly.

“Forgetit.It’suselesstosayanythingnow.SinceI’vepromisedtotakethejob,Iwilldoitproperly.But

Yann,Ihopeyoucanrememberthatyoumustdiscusseverythingwithmefirstnexttime.”

Geralddidn’twanttotalkaboutitanymorenordidhewanttoblameYannforanything.So,hesimply

remindedthelatter.

Afterall,theyweregoodfriends.

Moreimportantly,itwasnotadifficultthingforGeraldtohandle,andthemostimportantthingwas

thathewantedtogetwhathewaslookingfor.Thatwasthereasonhehadtakenthejob.

“Okay.Iwill,Gerald!”

Yannquicklynoddedinresponse.
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YannfeltgladthatGeralddidn’tblamehimmuch.Hehadbeenshockedjustnow,thinkingthatGerald



wouldbeveryangrywithhim.

“Alright,Iwillheadhomefirst.YoukeepintouchwithTyeLamano.Informmeofthetimeofdeparture

inadvance.Iwillgobackandgetreadyforit!”

Afterthat,GeraldremindedYann.

“Okay,sure,Gerald.”

Yannnoddedandrespondedobediently.

Havingsaidthat,Geraldleftthehouseandreturnedtohisoffice.

Soon,hewasbackinhisoffice.

Whenhewalkedinside,ReyandYrsawerestudyingatthetable,andJunowasplayingwithherphone

besidethem.

“Howisit?Howisyourprogress?”

Geraldaskedthemashewalkedin.

“BrotherGerald,you’reback!”



WhenReysawGerald,hestoodupandsmiledathim.

“BrotherGerald,MissZorntaughtussomebasicknowledgeaboutthespiritualworld.Ilearned

everythingaboutthespiritualworld,souls,andghosts.”

ReyreportedhisprogresstoGeraldimmediately.

AfterGeraldheardthat,henoddedinsatisfaction.

“Great.Notbad.Well,let’shaveameeting!”

GeraldrepliedtoReyandsuggestedameetingtoallofthem.

Thefoursataroundthetable.

“There’ssomethingIneedtotellyou.IwasatYann’splacejustnow,andIamgoingonatriptoMount

Dakriontwithhimsoon.”

Geraldtoldthethree.

“MountDakriont?Whyareyougoingthereallofasudden?Isn’tthatjustatouristattraction?”



Junowassurprisedwhensheheardhim.So,sheaskedhimimmediatelyinconfusion.

“Yes,you’reright.Itisindeedatouristattraction.Butthistime,weareworkingwiththeSunGroupto

findahiddencaveinthemountain!”

Geralddidn’thideitfromthemandexplainedthesituationclearly.

NowthatReyandYrsawereintheteam,theyneededtoknowabouteverything.

“TheSunGroup?HowdidYanngetinvolvedwiththem?!”

Junowastakenabackoncemore.Shedidn’texpectthatYannwouldberelatedtotheSunGroup.

RegardingtheSunGroup,Junowasalsoverywellawareoftheirbusiness.

“BrotherGerald,thisSunGroupisnotapropercompany.Theyrunaproperbusinesssuperficially,but

theyareengagedwithotherbusinessesinsecret.”

ReyremindedGeraldaboutthat.

“Huh?Youknowaboutthis?”

HearingRey’stone,Geraldaskedinsuspicion.Hedidn’tknowthatReyalsoknewaboutthereal

businessesoftheSunGroup.

“OfcourseIdo.There’snobodywhodoesn’tknowabouttheSunGroup.It’sjustthattheyarenot

willingtorevealit!”



Reynoddedandsaid.

“Well,you’reright.Butthistime,Ihavenochoice.Ineedtolookforsomethingveryimportantthere,so

Icanonlyworkwiththem!”

Geraldexplainedhelplessly.

“BrotherGerald,I’mgoingwithyou,then!”

Reyproposedimmediately.

GeraldglancedatReybutdidnotagreetoitrightaway.
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“Negative,youjuststayherethistime.I’llbeheadingtherewithYann!”repliedGeraldashelookedat

thetrio.

“But…Mr.Crawford-”

“Look,Iknowyouwanttocomewithmetoseeandlearnmoreoftheworld,Rey,butnotthistime.

Afterall,noneofusknowwhatdangersawaitusatMountDakriont.Therearesimplytoomanyrisks

involved!Withthatinmind,pleasejuststayhereandtrainwithMissZornforthemoment!”replied

GeraldbeforeReycouldevenfinishhissentence.



Intheend,Reywasstillanordinaryperson,whichmeantthathiscapabilitieswerevastlydifferent

comparedtoGerald’s.Withthatinmind,Geraldhadonlysaidallthatearliersincehetrulywasworried

forRey’ssake.

Besides,stayingheretotrainwithJunowouldundoubtedlybemorebeneficialtoRey.Bytakingthe

timetoproperlytrainandlearnaboutbeingacultivator,Reywoulddefinitelybeabletosolveproblems

togetherwithGerald—insteadofsimplybeingasidekick—inthefuture.

Regardless,understandingwhereGeraldwascomingfrom,Reyknewthatitwasbestforhimtosimply

agree.

Eitherway,onceReyagreed,GeraldturnedtofaceJunobeforeadding,“Asyoumayalreadyhave

guessed,I’llbeleavingeverythingintheofficetoyou,Juno.Ifthere’sanythingyou’reunsureabout

whileI’mgone,wecandiscussitonceIreturn!”

Noddinginresponse,Junothenreplied,“Rogerthat!Don’tworryaboutme!”

Juno,forone,didn’tmindGerald’sdelegationoftasks.Afterall,itwastheonlywayshewouldbeable

tosupporthim.

“I’lltakeyourwordforit!Nowthen…bothofyou!Continueyourtraining!AsforJuno…I’dliketospeak

toyouinprivateforabit…”saidGerald,promptingReyandYrsatoresumetrainingandJunotowalk

overtothesidewiththeyouth.

Oncetheywereoutofearshot,Junocouldn’thelpbutask,“…Gerald…areyoureallysurethatyou’re

goingtocooperatewiththeSunGroup…?Ipersonallydon’tthinkthey’reallthatreliable…!”



Smilingsubtlyinresponse,GeraldknewwhereJuno’sworrieswerecomingfrom.Evenso,hesimply

shookhisheadbeforereplying,“Don’tworry,thosefromtheSunGroupwon’tbeabletoeventouchme.

Regardless,I’mheadingthereinthefirstplacetosearchforanimportantthing…Rememberthatpicture

ofaladythatwe’vebeentryingtotrackdownallthistime?Ihaveahunchthatit’sgoingtoappearat

MountDakriont!Withthatinmind,Ineedtoheadtheretoseeformyself!”

“…Isee…Still,dobecareful…ThosefromtheSunGroupdefinitelyhavehiddenagendas…”mutteredthe

concernedJuno.

Simplynoddinginresponse,Geraldthensmiledashegentlypattedherontheback…

Atthatmoment,Gerald’sphonebeganringing.ItwasacallfromYann…

AlreadyhavingaprettygoodguessthatYannwascallingtotellhimthatthedeparturetimehadbeen

decided,Geraldsimplystaredatthephoneforafewsecondsbeforeeventuallypickingitupandsaying,

“Hello?Yes,Yann?”

“Ah,thereyouare,Gerald.Tye’supdatedmeonthedeparturetime.Wehavetobeatthehighway

entrancebyninetomorrowmorning!”repliedYann.

“Gotit.Seeyoutherebeforenine,then!”saidGeraldbeforehangingup.

“Tomorrowmorning?You’reheadingoffsosoon,Gerald…?”askedthesurprisedJuno.

“Indeed.Fromthelooksofit,thosefromtheSunGroupsimplycan’twaitanylonger!”repliedGerald.



“…Well,Isupposethat’sthat.Regardless,again,pleasebecarefuloutthere…!”saidJunowithasigh,not

wantingtonaganyfurther…

Soonenough,nightfellandbythen,Geraldhadprettymuchpackedeverythingthatheneeded.While

hehadonlypackedfoursetsofclothes,therestofhisluggageconsistedofequipmentthathewould

possiblyuseduringthejourney.

Afterall,nobodyknewwhathurdlestheywouldencounterduringthejourney,soallGeraldcoulddo

wasprepareeverythingrelevantthathecouldthinkofsothathewouldn’tregretbeingunderprepared

halfwaythroughthejourney…
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Regardless,sincehemadesuretopackearly,Geraldwasabletoturninearlierthatnight.Afterall,the

moreresthegot,thebettershapehewouldbeoncehegotup…

Itwasearlymorningbythetimehefinallygotupagain,andafterasimplebreakfast,Geraldthenpatted

hisbackpackbeforedrivingofftothehighway’sentrance…

ItwasninesharpwhenGeraldfinallymetupwithYann,Tye,andtheothers.Justastheywereaboutto

greeteachother,aloud‘bump’couldsuddenlybeheardcomingfromGerald’scartrunk,followedbya

loud,“F*ck!”

Raisingaslightbrow,Gerald—alongwithseveralothers—immediatelywentovertoinvestigate…And

uponopeningthetrunk,GeraldwasshockedtoseeReylyinginside,hisarmswrappedaroundaluggage

bag!



“…Whatareyoudoinghere,Rey?”askedtherightfullystunnedGerald.

Chucklingawkwardlyinresponse,Reythensheepishlygrinnedashesaid,“I…well,Ijustreallywanted

tocomealong!Sopleaseletmecomewithyou…!”

“Whatmonkeybusinessisthis?ReturntoJuno’sside!”scowledGerald,causingReytomomentarilyfall

silent.

However,afterashortwhile,ReystaredatGeraldwithpuppydogeyesbeforepleading,“…Please…?”

UponseeinghowpitifullyReywasbegging,Geraldcouldonlyfacepalmashesighedbeforesaying,

“…Oh,whatthehell…Sinceyou’realreadyhereanyway…Fine,youcancomealong!”

“T-thankyou,Mr.Crawford!”exclaimedtheexcitedRey.

“Whoexactlyisthis,Mr.Crawford…?”askedTyeinacurioustone.

“Ah,he’smydisciple,ChairmanLamano…HegoesbyRey!”introducedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Tyeinstantlyfoundhimselffeelingmorecomfortableasherepliedwithasmile,

“Yourdisciple,yousay?Well,let’sgotogether,then!Whoknows,yourbondcouldmakeyoustronger!”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutglareatReyagainbeforesignalingforReytofollowhiminto



Yann’scar.

Onlythreecarsweregoingtobedrivenforthisjourney,andGerald’swasn’toneofthem.Instead,it

wassimplyleftbehindinaparkinglot.

Regardless,onlythreepeoplewereinYann’scar,withYannnaturallybeingthedriver.Sittingbesidehim

wasGerald,whichmeantthatReywastheonlyonesittingintheback…

Noneofthemsaidawordduringthefirsthalfofthejourney.Eventually,however,thenervousRey

musteredupthecouragetomutter,“P-pleasedon’tstaymadatme,Mr.Crawford…IknowI’vedone

wrong…!”

Uponhearingthat,Gerald—whohadhiseyesclothesuptillthispoint—reopenedhiseyesbeforefishing

hisphoneout…

“Hello?What’swrong,Gerald?”askedJunoontheotherendoftheline,soundingrelativelysurprised

thatGeraldhadcalledoutoftheblue.

ReyhimselfgrewincreasinglyworriedwhenherealizedthatGeraldhadjustcalledJuno…

“Nothingmuch,Ijustwantedtoinformyouthatintheend,I’vedecidedtobringReyalong!”
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Naturally,thatstatementmadebothJunoandReyrathersurprised.Evenso,Junowasquicktorecover

andsimplywentwithit.

Reyhimselfhadn’texpectedGeraldtotakehissideinsteadofrattinghimout.

Withthat,afterGeraldendedthecall,Reycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldforawhilebeforemuttering,

“…Um…Mr.Crawford-”

“There’snoneedtosayanything.You’realreadyhereanywaysolet’sjustmakethemostofit.

Regardless,pleaseholdyourtongueasmuchaspossibleoncewegetthere.Andpleaselistentomy

ordersifIgiveanytoyou!”repliedGerald,notevenwaitingforRey’ssentencetofinish.

“G-gotit,Mr.Crawford!Don’tworry,I’llbeextremelyobedient!”declaredReyashenoddedrapidly.

Atthatmoment,Yann—whowasstilldriving—couldn’thelpbutsmileashesaid,“Youknow,youhavea

ratherfinedisciple,Gerald.Afterall,he’sworriedenoughaboutyoutosneakover!”

“Hah!He’sjustsomeonewhomakesmeworryallthetime!”scowledGeraldinaplayfultone.

RealizingthatGeraldwasgrinning,Rey—attheveryleast—knewthatGeraldwasn’tangrywithhim

anymore.Withthat,Reycouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofreliefasheembarrassedlyscratchedthe

backofhishead.

Truthbetold,Reyverymuchpreferredgainingknowledgeoftheworldbyparticipatinginadventures

withGeraldratherthansimplytrainingindoors.Whileitwastruethatdangerwasaplentyoutinthe

openworld,Reytrulybelievedthatadventuringwasthebestwayforhimtogainmoreexperience.



Whateverthecasewas,sinceevenYannwasnowtalking,Geraldfiguredthatitwasasgoodatimeas

anytointroduceReytohim.

“Speakingofwhich,thismangoesbyYann,Rey.YoucanchoosetoaddresshimasMr.Williamsor

BrotherYann,”saidGerald.

“Apleasuretomeetyou,BrotherYann!MynameisRey!”repliedReywithasmile.

“Gotit!”saidYannbeforechucklinginresponse.

“Nowthatthat’soutoftheway…Byestimation,howlongshouldittakeforustogettoMount

Dakriont…?”askedGeraldashelookedatYann.

BeforeYanncouldevenreply,Reybeathimtoitbysaying,“I’vealreadycheckedtherouteinadvance,

Mr.Crawford!Fromthehighwayentrance,itshouldtakeapproximatelysixhoursbeforewegetthere!”

Followingthat,ReyshowedhisphonetoGerald,anddisplayedonit,wasanavigationsystem.Rey

himselfhadkeyedinMountDakriontastheirdestinationthesecondtheygotintothecar.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenmuttered,“Sixhours,huh…That’sgoingtotakequiteawhile…Guess

I’lltakeashortnapfirst.”

Therereallywasn’tmuchelsetodointhecarforsixhours,sohemayaswellgetsomeshut-eye.

WatchingasGeraldleanedagainsthisseatbeforeloweringitslightlyandpromptlyfallingasleep,Rey

decidedtodothesame.Afterall,inordertohideinthetrunk,hehadwokenupmuchearlierthan

Gerald,whichexplainedwhyhehadbeensleepyforawhilenow.



Regardless,uponrealizingthatthetwohaddozedoffsoquickly,Yanncouldonlychuckleinaslightly

bittertone.Afterall,beingthedriver,hecouldn’texactlyrestliketheduo.Thankfully,hewasusedto

drivingformuchlonger,soheknewhecouldhandlesixhoursjustfine…

ItwasaroundthreewhenGeraldandtheothersfinallyleftthehighwayandarrivedatMountDakriont.

MountDakrinotitselfwasascenictravelingspotthatdidn’thaveitsowncity.Asidefromitsunique

geographicallocation,MountDakriontwasalsofamousforhowspaciousitwas.Thiswasmadeevident

bythefactthatataglance,MountDakriontdidn’tevenseemtohaveanend…

Eitherway,forthosewhocameallthewayupherefortrips,fivedayswasusuallytheminimum.After

all,itwasawell-knownfactthatnobodywouldbeabletotrulyenjoytheirexperiencehereiftheyonly

stayedforasingleday.
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Whateverthecasewas,afterparkingthecar,Geraldandtheothersimmediatelyheadedtotheticket

countertoofficiallyenterMountDakriont.Whileasingleticketcostsixtydollars,Tyewastheone

paying,soGeraldandhispartydidn’thavetoworryabouttheentryfee.

Uponentering,ratherthananxiouslygettingstraighttobusiness,thefirstthingthegroupdidwasto

findaspottorelaxininstead.

Aftereatingsomeoftherationstheybroughtalong—toreplenishtheirenergy—Tyeclearedhisthroat



beforesaying,“Alright,listenup,everyone.We’llbestayingthenighthere,butwesetoffatthebreak

ofdawn,understand?”

Hearingthat,everyonesimplynoddedinagreement.Afterall,itwouldn’tbelongbeforenightcame,

andtravelingindarknesswasneveragoodidea.Asidefromobviouslybeingmoredangerous,onecould

easilylosetheirbearingsaswell.Withthatinmind,itwasobjectivelyabetterchoicetosetoffonce

morningcame.

Withthatoutoftheway,Tyethenorderedoneofhismentobookacabinforthemtostaythenightin.

Naturally,lodgingwasnevergoingtobecheapinthisplace.Addingthattothefactthatthewooden

cabin—thatthegroupeventuallysettledwith—lookedextremelyexquisite,asinglenighttherecosta

whoppinghundredandfiftydollars!

Regardless,Yann,Gerald,andReyweregroupedtogethertostayinoneofthecabin’srooms.Upon

enteringthatroom,Reyimmediatelysuggested,“Alright,Mr.CrawfordandBrotherYann,howabout

this?YoutwotakethebedwhileI’llsleeponthecouch!”

“There’snoneedforthat.Youcantakethebed!”repliedGerald.

“But,Mr.Crawford-”

“Noarguing.Yougetthebed,”saidGerald,notevenwaitingforReytofinishhissentence.Hearingthat,

Reyknewhehadnochoicebuttogivein.Whilehedidn’tsayit,Reyhonestlyfelttouched.Geraldreally

wastoonicetohim…

Whileitwasratherlatewhenthetriofinallydecidedtohitthehay,theyreceivedsufficientrestand

wereawokenbythechirpingofbirdsatthestartofdawn…



BythetimeGeraldandhispartywentdownstairs—allpackedupandready—,theysawthatTyeand

theotherswerealreadywaitingforthem.

“Thereyouallare!Hadagoodsleep?”askedTyewithasmile.

“Howkindofyoutoask,ChairmanLamano!Wehadaprettygoodsleep,atleastIdid,”repliedGeraldin

apolitemannerasTyenoddedbeforefishingoutamap…

Pointingataspotonthemap,Tyethensaid,“Alright,we’recurrentlyhere.Ourfirststopwillbethe

OfficerViewingDeckwhichisaboutfivemilesfromwhereweare.Isanyoneagainstthat?”

Naturally,nobodyhadanyobjections.Afterall,Tyewastheownerofthemap.Geraldhimselfcouldonly

hopethattheywouldbeabletodealwithanyissuesthataroseduringtheirjourney.

Withthat,thegroupthendidonefinaldoublecheck—toseeiftheyhadeverythingwiththem—before

settingoff…

Astheytraveledon,GeraldandYanncouldonlystarespeechlesslyatReywhoseemedtobe

photographingjustabouteverything.Wasthatboyhereforanadventureoratrip…?

Eventuallygettingratherannoyedbyallthe‘snapshot’sounds,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Rey,

couldyouquititforawhile…?”

Chucklinginresponse,Reysimplyreplied,“Butitwasn’teasyforustogetachancetocomehere,Mr.

Crawford!Thesephotographswillprovethatwe’vebeenhere!”
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“Justlettheboybe,Gerald.I,forone,appreciatehislivelinesssinceallthereisouthereismilesupon

milesofboringscenicviews…”saidYann.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldonlysighinagreement.Afterall,itwasestimatedthatatleasttwo

hourswereneededbeforethegroupwouldbeabletocoverfivemilesandfinallyarriveattheOfficer

ViewingDeck.Withthatinmind,GeraldhadtoadmitthatRey’schildishnesswould—atthevery

least—keepthetrekamusing…

Regardless,itwasalmostnoonbythetimethegrouparrivedattheOfficerViewingDeck.

TheOfficerViewingDeckwaslocatedquitehighonMountDakriont,anditallegedlygotitsnamedueto

thefactthatanofficerusedtocomeupheretoenjoytheview,manycenturiesago.Whilethatwasthe

formalnameoftheviewingdeck,itwasalsocolloquiallyknownasthecloudviewingplatform.Asthe

namesuggested,allsortsofcloudscouldbeseenfromuphereaswell.

Whateverthecasewas,uponarriving,Tyeturnedtolookattheothersbeforesaying,“Alrighteveryone,

we’vearrived!Let’stakeashortbreakandhavesomethingtoeatfirst!Bearinmindthatwe’llstart

takingtheroughmountainpathafterthis!”

Whiletheothersseemedtoagree,Gerald,ontheotherhand,walkedtowardTyebeforeasking,“CouldI

pleasehavealookatthemap,ChairmanLamano?”



Thoughhewassurprisedtohearthatrequest,TyehandedthemaptoGerald.

“Thankyou!”repliedGeraldbeforeimmediatelyinspectingthemap.

“Issomethingthematter,Mr.Crawford…?”askedthecuriousTye.

Ashortwhilelater,Geraldthenpointedatthemapbeforesaying,“Well,afterlookingthroughthemap,

Ifeelthatwecould’vearrivedatourdestinationsoonerifwedidn’ttakethepathtotheOfficerViewing

Deck.Afterall,fromthispointon,allthatawaitsusareroughmountainroads,andIcanassureyouthat

that’llhinderourprogressquiteabit!”

Uponhearingthat,Tyetookacloserlookatthemap…AndtruetowhatGeraldhadsaid,theycould’ve

arrivedattheirdestinationmuchsooneriftheysimplytookanalternatepath.Whyhadn’thenoticedit

before?

“…Isee…CorrectmeifI’mwrong,Mr.Crawford,butareyousuggestingthatwegoallthewaybackto

wherewestartedfrom?”askedTye.

“Indeed,thoughjusttoclarify,itismerelyasuggestion.Naturally,you’retheonewhowillmakethe

finalcall.That’sallIwantedtosay,nowifyou’llexcuseme,”repliedGeraldbeforewalkingoverto

whereYannandReywere.

Geraldwasn’tparticularlykeenonhelpingthem,tobequitefrank.HaditnotbeenforthefactthatYann

wascooperatingwiththem,Geraldwould’vesimplybroughtYannandReyalong,makingita

manageablepartyofthree.

Regardless,asTyewatchedGeraldreunitewithhisparty,TyehimselfbeganponderingwhatGeraldhad

justsaid.Whileitwastruethattheycouldtechnicallyarriveattheirdestinationfasterifthey



backtracked,Tyeconcludedthatbacktrackingatthispointwouldsimplywasteevenmoretime.

Withthat,Tyemadeuphismindtosimplycontinuegoingdownthepathhehadpicked.Sowhatifit

wasalittlefurtheraway?Theimportantthingwasforthemtoarriveattheirdestination….

Shortlyafter,thepartyresumedtheirjourney.However,itwasn’ttoolonglaterwhentheweather

suddenlybeganchangingrapidly…

Seeinghowdrasticthechangeswere,Reycouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Isn’ttheweatherchangingabit

tooquickly…?Itwouldn’tsurprisemeifwegothitbyasuddenthunderstorm!”

ThesecondRey’ssentenceended,alowrumblecouldbeheardemanatingfromthesky,promptingthe

restofthepartytostareatRey…

Uponrealizingthatheshouldn’thavejinxedit,Reysimplyloweredhishead,feelingrightfully

embarrassed…

Evenso,GeraldwasusedtoReysayingthingslikethis.Withthat,hedivertedeveryone’sattentionfrom

Reybysaying,“Regardless,let’sfocusonfindingsomeplacetoescapetherain!”

Afterall,walkingaroundsomanytreesinathunderstormwasarecipefordisaster…Thankfully,the

groupsoonfoundacavetotakecoverin.

Uponentering,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Holy!Thisplaceishuge!”

TruetoRey’swords,afewhundredpeoplecouldprobablyfitinthisplace…
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“…Hey,comeover!Hurryandhavealookatallthis!”calledoutoneofTye’smenwhohadearlier

scoutedahead.

Uponhearingthat,everyonefollowedthesourceofthevoice…andsoonenough,theyallwidenedtheir

eyesinutteramazement.

Alittledeeperintothecave,abrightlightofsortscouldbeseenglimmeringbeautifully…Whatmore,all

sortsofnaturaljadesandjadeitescouldbeseengrowingallovertheplace!

“Holycr*p…”mutteredReyasherubbedhiseyesindisbelief.Hehadneverseensuchpureandnatural-

lookingjadesandjadeitesinhislife!

Thesentimentwas,ofcourse,sharedbyeveryoneelsethere.Tothinkthatsuchawondrousplace

existedhereofallplaces…Howtrulymagical!

Quicklysnappingoutofit,everyoneimmediatelybeganlookingaroundthemystifyingcave…

Shortlyafter,GeraldwasjustintimetonoticethatoneofTye’smenhadtakenoutahammer!

Knowingfullwellwherethiswasgoing,Geraldimmediatelyyelled,“Stop!”



HearingGerald’svoice—andrealizingthatthecommandwasdirectedtowardhim—,themanthen

raisedabrowasheglaredatGeraldwhileasking,“…What?Gogetyourown!”

“Nobodyshouldtakeanyofthesejadesorjadeites!Theybelongtonature!”retortedGerald.

“Bah!Mindyourownbusiness!”scowledthemanbeforeaiminghishammeratoneofthejades!

Realizingthathisadvicewasn’tgettingthrough,Geraldimmediatelyboltedtowardtheman,hopingthat

hecouldstophimintime!Unfortunately,Geraldwasjustasecondtoolate.

Thesecondthejadedislodgedfromtheearth,alowrumblecouldinstantlybeheard…andfollowing

that,theentirecavebeganquivering!Geraldhadhadagutfeelingthatsomethingbadwouldhappenif

someonetriedtotakeanyofthepreciousstones,andunfortunately,hewasdeadright.

Withhowmuchthecavewasshaking,everyonebecameincreasinglyanxious.

Justastheywereabouttostartleavingthecave,amassivestonesuddenlycamecrashingdown,

completelyblockingtheentrance!

Well…thiswasswell.Everyonewasnowtrappedinhere!

Unabletocontainhisanger,Geraldimmediatelystompedhiswayovertothemanthathadcausedall

thisbeforepunchinghimrightinthenosewhileyelling,“Yougoddmnedbstard…!”

Thesecondthemanfelltotheground,therestofTye’smeninstantlyaimedtheirweaponsatGerald!



“Stop!Everyone,calmdown!”yelledTyeashetriedtomaintainpeacebetweenthetwoparties.

Afterafewseconds,GeraldtookadeepbreathbeforenarrowinghiseyesatTyewhileasking,“…Correct

meifI’mwrong,ChairmanLamano,butIspecificallyrecallthatmyconditionforleadingyouhereisthat

youlistentoeverywordIsay!”

WhileTyewasmomentarilystunnedtohearthatoutoftheblue,hehadtoadmitthathereallyhad

madethatpromise.

Understandingthathewastheoneinthewrong,Tyequicklyyelled,“Men!Putyourweaponsaway!”

OnceTye’smenreluctantlykepttheirweaponsagain,TyesmiledsubtlytowardGeraldwhilesaying,“Mr.

Crawford…Itrulyhopethatwecancooperatenicely…Withthatinmind,sincemymenhaveretracted

theirweapons,couldyouavoidpushinganyfurtherintothismatter…?”

WhileGeraldknewwhereTyewascomingfrom,whatwasthepointofonlysayingallthisnowthatthey

weretrapped?

Whateverthecasewas,theyneededtofindawaytoleavethecaveassoonaspossible…
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Afteraslightpause,GeraldthenlookedatTyebeforereplying,“…Fine.Regardless,ifyouwishtoleave



thisplacesafely,Iimploreyoutotellyoursubordinatestobemoreobedient.Nomoretouchingthings

atrandom!Triggeronemoretrapandwe’llprobablyendupstuckinhereforever!”

Knowingthathehadmadehimselfextremelyclearthistime,Geraldthenturnedaroundwithoutsaying

anotherword.WhetherornotTyedecidedtolistenwasuptohim…

MomentarilystaringatGerald’sback—astheyouthwalkedofftofindanotherexit—,Tyecouldn’thelp

butglareatthemanwhohadcausedallthis.Hadhenotbeensogreedy,noneofthemwouldbe

trappedhere!

Themanhimselfquicklyloweredhisheadtoaverthisgaze,notevendaringtolookTyeintheeye…

Huffinginresponse,Tyethenlookedatallhissubordinatesbeforedeclaring,“Alright,listenup!Ifanyof

youevendaretotouchanythingatrandomagain,I’llpersonallychopyourhandsoff!Gotthat?”

WithhowsternTye’scommandwas,hissubordinatesknewhemeantbusiness,promptingeachand

everyoneofthemtoquicklynodinresponse…

Whilethiswashappening,Gerald,Rey,andYannwerealreadyscoutingahead,hopingtofindother

passagewaysthattheycouldusetoleavethecave.

Unfortunately,evenafterlookingaroundforquiteawhile,noneofthemwereabletofindanotherexit

path!Fromthelooksofit,thisplaceseemedtobemostlysealedofffromtheworld,savefortheone

exitthatwasnowblocked…

“…Nottobeadownerbut…theredoesn’tseemtobeanyotherexitshere…”mutteredRey,clearly

gettingmoreandmoreanxiousbytheminute.



“…AsmuchasIhatetoadmitit,Rey’sright!Wetrulyaretrappedinhere!”addedYannbeforesighingin

frustration.

Bythispoint,YannwasalreadystartingtoregretworkingwithTyetogethere.Hadheknownthatone

ofTye’smenwouldbringthemsomuchtrouble,therewasnowayinhellhewould’veevenconsidered

Tye’sassistance!

“Well,sincenootherpathsexist,let’stakesometimetothinkaboutthemechanismthatcausedthe

stonetosealthemouthofthecaveinthefirstplace!Afterall,there’snowaythecavecould’veended

upthisperfectlysealedbynaturalmeans!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

“Agreed.Afterall,don’tyoufinditstrangethatnobody’sdiscoveredthiscavebeforedespitethe

abundanceofjadesandjadeitesinhere?Honestly,thestrangestpartaboutallthisisthefactthat

nobody’sexcavatedthisplaceyet!”saidRaywithaslightfrown.

Hadthisbeenanyothercave,severalpeoplewould’vealreadyflockedhereagesagoafterfindingout

aboutallthepreciousstonesinhere.Ifthathadhappened,thenthisplacewouldhavesurelybeenleft

barrenbynow!

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Thefactthatthepreciousstonesinherehavelargely

remaineduntouchedmakesitobviousthatthere’ssomethingoddaboutthisplace.”

Thesecondhissentenceended,thecornerofGerald’seyesuddenlynoticedsomethingdisturbing.

Raisingabrow,hebeganwalkingtowardaspotwheremultiplejadesandjadeitesweregrowing…and

uponcloserinspection,itappearedthathiseyeshadn’tbeenplayingtricksonhim.



Therewerehintsofhumanbonesinsidethejadesandjadeites!

WalkingclosertoseewhatGeraldwassointerestedin,Rey’seyesinstantlywidenedwhenhepaid

closerattentiontothe‘preciousstones’Geraldwascurrentlystaringat.

“M-Mr.Crawford…Those…arehumanbones,right…?!Whyaretheyenvelopedbythejadesand

jadeites?!”exclaimedtherightfullyshockedRey.

“Myguessisthatafterbeingtrappedherelikeus,thispersoneventuallydied.Oncehewasnothingbut

bones,allittookwasafewyearsforthejadesandjadeitestostartgrowingonthem!”repliedGerald,

proposinghistheory.

However,ifGerald’stheorywascorrect…thenthatdefinitelymeantthattheyweren’tthefirstgroupto

gettrappedinhere.Afterall,thatwastheonlyplausibleexplanationforthesebonesbeinghere!

Still,tothinkthatthejadesandjadeitesheregrewwiththehelpofhumanbones…
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Regardless,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,bothReyandYanninstantlydrewincoldbreaths.

“…A-areyousayingthatwe’llenduplikethem,Mr.Crawford…?Arewegoingtodiehere…?”muttered

Rey,lookingincrediblyanxiousnow.



“Heynow,don’tgojinxingusagain!HaveabitmorefaithinGerald!I’msurehe’llthinkofawaytoget

usoutofhere!”retortedYann.

“Iwonderaboutthat…Basedonwhatwe’vegatheredafterlookingaround,itpainsmetosaythat

there’saprettyhighchancethatwereallywilldietrappedhere!”repliedGerald.

Hearingthat,ReyandYann’seyesinstantlywidened.WhileitwasexpectedforReytosaythingslike

that,whenGeraldsaidit,itwassimplydepressing…

Regardless,aftersayingthat,Geraldthencontinuedwalkingdeeperintothecave.Afterall,withhow

massivethecavewas,therewasstillachancethatthereexistedanotherexitattheend…

Naturally,ReyandYannfollowedhim,anditwasn’ttoolongafterwhenthetriobeganhearingthecrisp

andpleasantsoundsofwaterdrippingdeeperinsidethecave…

Therewasjustsomethingextremelycalmingaboutthosebeautifuldrippingsounds…Theycertainly

weren’tsoundsonecouldhearinthecity.

“Youhearthat,Mr.Crawford?Whatbeautifulsounds!”saidReyinanalmostdreamytone.

“Iknow,right?ThedrippingsoundsalonemakesmefeellikeI’mdrunkinthemiddleofanenchanted

forest!”addedYann,alethargicgrinonhisface.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseabrowasheturnedaroundtolookathistwo

intoxicated-lookingallies…



WhileGeraldpersonallyfeltthatthedrippingsoundednormal,hecouldinstantlytellthatthesounds

wereaffectingtheothertwo,almosthypnotically…

Withthatinmind,hequicklybeganshakingtheduobytheirshoulderswhileyelling,“Hey,snapoutofit!

There’ssomethingwrongwiththedrippingsounds!Rey,Yann!Wakeup!”

However,itwasuseless.Bothofthemwerecompletelyunresponsive…

Sighinginresignation,GeralddecidedtoreturntowhereTyeandhismenwere.Attheveryleast,they

couldhelphimcarryReyandYanntoasaferspot…

ToGerald’sdismay,TyeandhismenhadapparentlyalreadyfallenunderthesamehypnoticspellasRey

andYann!Simplystandinginplacewithgoofyexpressionsontheirfaces,noneofthemseemedcapable

ofevenregisteringwhateverGeraldsaidordidtothem…

Fromthelooksofit,aslongasthedrippingsoundspersisted,noneofthemwouldeversnapoutofit.

Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthattheonlywaytobringthembacktotheirsenseswasbylookingfor

thesourceofthesoundsandeliminatingit.

Still,tothinkthateveryoneelse—whohadpreviouslybeentrappedinhere—hadfallenvictimtothe

drippingsoundsaswell…

Withhowsheepishlyeveryonewasgrinning,Geraldcouldguessthatthehypnoticeffectswere

somewhateuphoric.Tobefilledwithblisstillthesecondonedied…Whatacruelmurdertactic…

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenquicklybeganheadingtowardthedeepestpartofthecavewherethe



drippingsoundsseemedtoemanatefrom…
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ItwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenGeraldcameacrossapondinthedeepestpartofthecave…

Thereappearedtobeastonepierofsortsinthemiddleofthebodyofwater,andonthatpier,laya

jadeboardmadeofjadeite…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenwatchedasadropofwaterfellfromastalactite…andrightontothe

jadeboard,producingasoundthatfeltoddlyeuphoric…Thenanother…andanother….

Withhowechoeythecave’swallswere,itwasnowonderwhytheywereabletohearthesoundfromso

faraway…

Squintinghiseyesatthejadeboard,Geraldhadafeelingthatdestroyingitwouldonlytriggeranother

trap.Withthatinmind,aftersomethought,heeventuallysettledontakingoutashirtfromhis

backpack.

Followingthat,hecarefullyaimedatthejadeboard…andwithatoss,Gerald’sshirtcompletelydraped

overit!

Whilehecouldn’tsafelydestroyit,itdidn’tmeanthathecouldn’tstopthedrippingsounds…oratleast,

thatwaswhathehoped.



Staringanxiouslyasthenextdropofwaterfellfromthestalactiteandrapidlydescendedtowardthe

nowcoveredjadeboard…Geraldeventuallyfoundhimselfheavingasighofreliefwhennosoundwas

made.

Nowthatthatwasdone,GeraldquicklyrushedbacktowhereReyandYannweretocheckinonthem…

Uponrealizingthatthetwowerestillinadaze,Geraldquicklybeganshakingthembytheirshoulders

whileyelling,“Hey,snapoutofit!”

Thankfully,thatseemedtowork.Recoveringshortlyafter,Reyshookhisheadbeforeaskinginaslightly

sluggishtone,“…Huh…?Mr.Crawford…?I…Whathappened…?”

“Indeed,Gerald…Whatonearthhappenedbackthere…?ThelastthingIrememberishearinga

pleasantdrippingsound…Everythingafterthatisfoggyatbest…”addedYann,groaningasheslowly

regainedhisbearings.

“Well,essentially,bothofyoubecameunresponsiveafterhearingthesoundsofdrippingwater!From

whatIcantell,thesoundsthemselveshadhypnoticeffects!”repliedGerald.

Nowgettingthegistofwhatwashappening,Reywaspromptedtoask,“Then,thesound…”

“Don’tworry,youwon’tbehearinganymoreofthatdrippingforalongwhile!Regardless,Ihavea

feelingthatallthosepeoplewhopreviouslydiedherepassedoneuphorically…Atleast,that’swhatI’d

assumesinceallofyouhadgoofygrinswhileyouwereentrancedearlier…”explainedGerald.

“…C-comeagain?Euphorically…?Tothinkthatwecould’vediedlikethataswell!”exclaimedReyinan



increduloustone.

“Indeed.Whateverthecaseis,weshouldresumefocusonfindingtheexit!”repliedGerald,notwanting

tostayinthisplaceforanylongerforfearthatmoredangersawaitedthem.

Hearingthat,thetwomennoddedbeforecontinuingtoscoutthecavetogetherwithGerald…

Thankfully,Geraldwasabletofindanexitthistime!

“Rey,Yann!Overhere!”yelledGeraldastheduoimmediatelyranovertoseewhatwasup.

Uponseeingthelightcomingfromtheexit,ReyandYannwererightfullyexcited.

“Thankgod!Looksliketherereallyisanotherexit,Mr.Crawford!”exclaimedRey,nowfeelinglikehe

couldtrustGeraldwithjustabouteverything.

Afterall,bothReyandYannhadprettymuchlosthopeoffindinganexitearlier.ThankstoGerald,they

wereabletoseethelightofdayagain…!

Yannhimselfcouldn’thelpbutpraise,“Amazing!Ihavetosay,nothingisimpossiblewithyouaround,

Gerald!Regardless,let’sgetoutofherewhilewecan!”

“Holdit!”saidGeraldthesecondYannsuggestedthat.
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TurningtolookatGeraldinsurprise,Yanncouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…somethingwrong,Gerald?”

“Yeah,Mr.Crawford!Shouldn’twehurryandleavealready?”addedReyinaconfusedtone.

“Hush.Handmeasmallknife,Rey!”orderedGerald.

ObeyingGerald’swords,ReyretrievedasmallknifefromhisbeltbeforehandingittoGerald…

Thesmallknifenowinhishand,Geraldthenwalkedtowardacrystal-clear,emerald-greenjade—the

sizeofachickenegg—thatwasembeddedintothewall…

Followingthat,ReyandYannwidenedtheireyesastheywatchedGeraldskillfullyusedtheknifetopry

thejadeoffthewall!

“…H-huh?Didn’tyousaythatweshouldn’ttouchanyofthejadesinhere,Mr.Crawford?!”exclaimed

thesurprisedRey.

Afterploppingthejadeintohispocket,Geraldsimplyreplied,“True,butbearinmindthatthereusually

aren’tanytrapsnearanexit!”

Withthat,Geraldcontinuedwalkingoutofthecave,causingthetwostunnedmentoquicklysnapout

ofitbeforerunningafterhim.



Thesecondallthreeofthemwereout,Reyimmediatelylookedattheskybeforetakinginadeepbreath

offreshair.

“Thankgodwe’refinallyoutofthatplace!Theairsmellssomuchbetterouthere!”exclaimedthejovial

Rey.

WhileYannwasfeelingjustaspleased,hecouldn’thelpbutfaceGeraldasheasked,“Speakingof

which…WhataboutTyeandtheothers,Gerald…?”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldsimplyreplied,“What?Doyoustillexpecttoobtainallthatmoneyfrom

him?”

Uponhearingthat,Yannfellsilentforamomentbeforesaying,“…That’snotwhatImeant…Essentially,

I’mjustworriedandTyeandhismenwon’tletusoffthateasilyoncetheyrealizethatwe’regone!”

“Hah!Whatmakesyousosurethatthey’llfindtheexitanytimesoon?Iassureyouthatbythetimethey

finallygetout,we’llbemilesawayfromthem!They’llneverbeabletocatchuptous!”repliedGerald

withachuckle.

RealizingthatGeraldhadapoint,Yannsimplynodded.

“Nowthen…Ifthere’snothingelse,let’sgetmovingalready!”addedGerald.

“Butwhichdirectionshouldweheadto,Mr.Crawford…?Afterall,wedon’texactlyhavethemap!”

askedRey.

Smilingsmuglyinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Andwhowasitwhotoldyouwedon’thavethemap?”



Understandablystunnedtohearthat,ReyandYanncouldonlystareincredulouslyatGeraldasthe

youthfishedoutthemapfromhispocket!

“…Wait,didn’tTyehavethemap?Howdidyougetyourhandsonit,Gerald?”askedthebewildered

Yann.

“Hah!Igotitwhiletheywerestillentranced!”repliedGeraldwithasmile,promptingYannto

momentarilyfreezebeforegivingGeraldtwothumbsup!
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“Mygod!Youtrulyaresomethingelse,Gerald!”exclaimedYanninawe.TothinkthatGeraldhadbeen

abletoremembertostealTye’smapearlierdespitebeinginsuchastressfulsituation!

Regardless,howsplendid!NowthatTyeandtheothersdidn’thavethemap,they’dsurelybeunableto

continuetheirsearch!

“Whateverthecaseis,Tyeandhismenmayhavecomehereforthetreasure,butwe’redifferent.What

wefindvaluableisdifferentfromthem.Withthatinmind,Iwantbothofyoutolistencarefullytome.

Oncewegettoourdestination,youcan’ttouchortakeanythingwithoutfirstaskingformypermission!

DoIhavemyselfclear?”saidGerald.

“Gotit,Mr.Crawford!”repliedRey.



“But…ifwedon’ttakeanythingback,thenthistripwillbeabitofawaste,don’tyouthink,Mr.

Crawford…?”mutteredYanninaslightlyreluctanttone.

“WhileIwon’trepeatmyself,Ihopeyouunderstandthatgreedonlyleadstoruin,Yann,”repliedGerald,

promptingYanntofallsilent.

Yann,forone,wasn’tabouttodisobeyGerald’swords.Afterall,hewaswellawareofhowcapableand

strongGeraldwas.

Evenso,greedwasdifferentforeveryone.Whilesomemaynothaveitatall,otherssimplyhadendless

greed…

Eitherway,withthatsaid,thetriothenresumedtheirjourney…

ItwasquiteawhilelaterbeforeTyeandhismenwouldfinallysnapoutfromtheirdazes.

SoonrealizingthatGeraldandhispartyweren’taround,Tyerubbedhisgroggyforeheadbeforeasking,

“Hey,haveanyofyouseenGeraldandhisparty…?”

Watchingashissubordinatesshooktheirheads,arealizationsuddenlycameacrossTye,promptingthe

mantofeelhispocket…anditwasatthatmomentwhenhenoticedthathismaphadbeenstolen!

“Thatb*stard…!”scowledTye,causingallofhismentoimmediatelybeginexchangingglances,noteven

surewhathadhappenedtomakeTyethisangry.



Hailey—Tye’ssecretary—herselfquicklywalkeduptotheangrymanbeforeaskinginaconcernedtone,

“What’swrong,ChairmanLamano…?”

“Everything!Tothinkthatthosethreeb*stardswouldactuallydaretostealmymap!”roaredTye,his

entirefacenowreddenedinfury.

Thoughshewasmomentarilystunned,Haileyquicklysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“Could…they

perhapshavetakenthemaptoeasetheirsearchfortheexit…?Afterall,thelastIsawthem,theywere

headingdeeperintothecave…Maybethey’vealreadyfoundtheexit!”

Uponhearingthat,Tyerealizedthatshemadesense.Withthat,heimmediatelyorderedhismento

begingoingdeeperintothecave…

Shortlyafter,thegroupgottothedeepestpartofthecaveandwerepromptlygreetedbythesightofa

boardofsortsthatwascoveredbyadrenchedshirt…

BeforeTyecouldevenbeginwonderingwhattheshirtwasdoingtherefor,oneofhisscouting

subordinatescamerushingbackashereported,“C-chairmanLamano!We’vefoundanexitontheother

side!”

“Sotheyreallydidstealmymapandflee!Thosemotherf*ckers…!Pursuethemimmediately!”roared

thefuriousTyeasthegroupquicklyleftthecave…

UnfortunatelyforTye,Geraldandhispartywerenowhereremotelyclosetothecaveanymore,justas

Geraldhadpredicted…



Regardless,thetriohadjustcomeacrossastreamwhenReysuggested,“Say,whydon’twetakeashort

resthere,Mr.Crawford…?Afterall,withthedistancewe’vecovered,it’sprettymuchimpossiblefor

themtocatchuptous!”
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Hearingthat,Yannthenchimedin,“Indeed!We’vealreadywalkedfortwohoursanyway.Let’stakea

shortrest!”

Understandingthattheduodidn’thavehisstaminaandendurance,Geraldcouldonlyagreewiththem.

Afterall,exhaustionduringajourneywasbestavoided…

Nodding,Geraldreplied,“Sure,whynot.Let’stakeashortbreak!”

Withthat,thetriosatbythestreamtoenjoyawell-deservedrest…

WhileGeralddidn’tdoanythinginparticular,ReyandYannbeganwashingtheirfaceswiththestream’s

waterandevenbegandrinkingit.

However,shortlyaftertheduoquenchedtheirthirst,Reyhappenedtoseesomethingstuckatthe

bottomofthecrystal-clearstream…Squintingattheobject,hiseyesimmediatelywidenedwhenhe

realizedwhatitwas.

StartledtohearReyscreamingoutoftheblue,Geraldwasimmediatelypromptedtoask,“Whatisit?!”



“M-Mr.Crawford…!Lookthere…!It…It’sahumanbone…!”repliedthequiveringReyasheimmediately

backedawayfromthestream.

Uponhearingthat,Yannquicklyranovertohavealook…andoncehesawthatReywasn’tfibbing,Yann

andReyimmediatelybeganvomiting.Afterall,theyhaddrunkthesamewaterwherethebonehad

beenin!

Geraldhimselfcalmlywalkedtowardthestreambeforepullingtheboneout…

Inspectingit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“Howodd…Arandomhumanboneinthewater…?Could

someonehavediedhere…?”

Afterlookingatitforawhilelonger,Geraldrealizedsomethingunsettling.

“…Hey,comelookatthis!Thewaythebonesnappedcouldn’thavebeendonebyanotherperson…

Afterall,itlookslikeitwasdamagedbysomethingferalonthehunt…”mutteredGerald,promptingRey

toquicklybeginlookingaround.

“…A-areyousuggestingthatthere’safiercebeastlurkingaround,Mr.Crawford…?”stutteredRey.

“Mostlikely!”repliedGeraldwithanodashegotupfromhissquattingpositionbeforetossingthebone

away.Naturally,thisquicklymadeReyandYannnervous.

“T-thenlet’shurryandleavethisplace,Mr.Crawford…!”saidRey,notwantingthefiercebeastto

suddenlyambushthem.



Noddinginresponse,Geraldwasjustabouttobeginleavingtheareawithhisparty…whenallofa

sudden,thetriofroze.

Afterall,allthreeofthemhadnoticedthatafangedmonsterwasglaringstraightatthemnottoofar

away…!

Whileneitherofthemmadeasoundinthefirstfewseconds,eventually,Reywasn’tabletoholdback

fromwhispering,“M-Mr.Crawford…Whatnow-”

“Hush!”whisperedGeraldinreturnasheplacedhispalmoverRey’smouth.

Followingthat,Geraldgesturedfortheduotoslowlyinchtheirwaytotheside,notwantingtoalarm

thebeast.Whilemakingtheirmove,allthreeofthemkeptaneyeonthemonster,notwantingittoget

afreechancetoambushthem…

However,theyhadonlytakenafewstepswhenthemonstersuddenlyletoutanear-piercingroar!

“Godd*mnit!Itsoundsangrytoo!Run!”
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HearingGerald’sorder,ReyandYannimmediatelybeganboltingawayfromthescene.



Unfortunatelyforthem,theirsuddenmovementonlyservedtomakethemonsterevenmoreexcited!

Realizingthatthemonsterhaditseyesonhim,Reybeganrunningevenfasterasheyelled,“P-please

stopchasingafterme…!”

Asexpected,allthatshoutingsimplycausedthebeasttoincreaseitsspeedasitcontinuedbolting

towardRey!

RealizingthatthemonsterwasnowinchesawayfromRey,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyss

Swordbeforetossingittowardthebeast!

Thesecondtheswordsuccessfullycutthroughthemonster’sflesh,itletoutamightyroarofpain!

Followingthat,itturnedtoglareatGeraldbeforechargingforhimnext!

Despitehowintimidatingitwas,Geraldkepthiscoolandresummonedthebladeintohishand.

Oncethemonsterwasonlyafewstepsawayfromhim,Gerald—whohadpositionedhimselftostrikeby

now—boltedtowarditaswell!

Duckingexactlyinfrontofthemonster,Geraldmanagedtogetrightunderneathit…andseeingthe

perfectchance,Geraldthenraisedhissword,causingthemonstertoliterallygutitselfasitsslicedopen

bellyranthroughtheblade!

Withbloodgushingallovertheplace,themonsterreleasedonefinalroarbeforefloppingheavilyintoa

puddleofitsownblood…



SeeingthatGeraldhadmanagedtotakeitdown,ReyandYannimmediatelybreathedsighsofrelief.

QuicklyreturningtoGerald’sside,Reyinstantlyaskedinaconcernedtone,“A-areyoualright,Mr.

Crawford…?”

Puttingawaythesword,GeraldthenturnedtofaceReybeforereplying,“I’mfine!”

Thoughneitherofthemsaidit,theywerebothrelievedthattheyhadGeraldwiththem.Otherwise,

theywould’vesurelyendedupasmonsterfood!Thinkingback,theirboneswouldprobablyendupin

theriveraswell…

Shakingtheterrifyingthoughtoff,Reythenstaredatitscarcassbeforemuttering,“…Whatthehelleven

isthatbeast…?WhileIwanttocallitatiger,itisn’texactlyoneeither!”

Aftergivingthemonsterabetterlook,thetriosawthatthehideousbeasthadtwolongandthinfangs

initsmouth.Whileitdidslightlyresembleatiger,everyoneknewthatthatwasn’tthecase.

“…Youknow,itsortoflookslikeTaotie…don’tyouthink?Thatmythologicalmonster?Butthat’sjust

nonsense…There’snowayitcouldexist,right…?”saidYannafterobservingitforalittlelonger.

Uponhearingthat,Reylookedlikehewantedtosaysomething.However,Geraldbeathimtoitand

replied,“Andwhycouldn’tit?Afterall,ifghostscanexist,whynotTaoties?”



HearingGerald’sstatement,Reycouldn’thelpbutnod.Afterall,sinceghostsexisted,prettymuch

everythingelsecouldexist.

Atthatmoment,agroupofplainlydressedpeoplesuddenlyrushedoutfromtheforestandsurrounded

thetrio!

WhiletheyinitiallykeptfirmgazesonGeraldandhisparty,uponseeingthedeadTaotieontheground,

theyinstantlyappearedshockedbeforelookingbackatthethreemenwithfearfuleyes…Itwasalmost

asthoughtheywerelookingatstrangeanimals…

Regardless,thegroupofpeopleweren’ttheonlyonesshocked.

Thetriofoundthemselvessurprisedaswellwhentheyrealizedthatallthepeoplewerewearing

traditionalgarments.Infact,‘ancient’wasprobablyabetterword…

Thoughtherewasabriefsilence,anoldman—holdingontoawalkingstick—soonwalkedoutfromthe

crowd…

Momentarilylookingatthefreshcarcass,theoldmanthenasked,“…IfImay,wheredidyoucomefrom,

gentlemen…?”
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Snappingoutofitwhenheheardtheconfusedelderlyman’squestion,Geraldthenreplied,“…Well…we

camefromtheothersideofthemountain…Beforeanythingelse,couldyoupleasetelluswhereweare



andwhatthismonsteris…?”

“…Ah,I…see…Well,thatmonsterthereiscalledaTaotie…Beforeyoukilledit,itliveddeepinthe

mountainsandwasknownforbeingextremelyferocious!”repliedtheoldman.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldandhispartyexchangedglanceswitheachother.AsYannhadearlierguessed,

thecreatureturnedouttoreallybeaTaotie…

“MaybeImisheard,butyousaidthethreeofyoucomefromtheothersideofthemountain…?”added

theoldman,histonehintingathisdisbelief.

Asallthreeofthemnoddedinresponse,Geraldreplied,“Youheardright!”

Seeingthatthosefromthecrowdimmediatelybegandiscussingthatfact,Reycouldn’thelpbutraisea

slightbrowasheasked,“…Is…thereareasonwhyyouallsoundsoshocked…?”

Hearingthatquestion,theoldmanquicklyexplained,“Well…yousee,nobody’severbeenabletocome

overtothissideofthemountain…Afterall,there’satraptherethathypnoticallyensnaresanyonewho

triestocomeover!Withthatsaid,howonearthdidallofyouevenmanagetomakeitacrossinone

piece…?”

Itwasclearthattheoldmanwasreferringtothejadeboardinthehypnoticcavefromearlier…

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldsimplysmiledsubtlybeforereplying,“Let’sjustsaywearen’ttoosure

aboutthateitherrightnow,sir.”

“Well,ifyoumanagedtoachievesuchamagnificentfeatwithoutevenpayingattentiontoit,itwouldn’t



beastretchtocallallthreeofyouwisemen!Sinceyou’realreadyhereanyway,comealongtoour

village!Allowustoindulgeyouformanagingtogettothissideofthemountain!”declaredtheoldman

inajovialtone.

Seeingnoharminthat,Geraldandhispartythenfollowedtheoldman—andthecrowdof

people—backtotheirvillage…

Uponarriving,thetriosawthatthevillagelookedexactlylikeonesthatcouldbefoundinhistorybooks.

Theyalsocametolearnthatthepeoplehereledliveswheretheywokeearlytoworkandturnedinas

soonassunsetcame.Fromthosetwofactsalone,itbecameevidentthatthepeopleherehadlived

completelyseparatefromtheoutsideworldformany,manyyears…

“…Say…do…youthinkwecould’vetime-traveled,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedReyalongtheway,

findingeverythingheretobetoobizarretobelongtothepresent.

“Negative.I’msurethatthisplaceisjustautopiathatcametobesinceitwascutofffromtherestof

theworldquiteearlyon…”repliedGerald.

Afterall,iftheytrulyhadtime-traveled,thentheirphoneswouldn’tstillhavesignals!Thatwashonestly

themainreasonwhyGeraldwassurethatRey’shypothesiswaswrong.

Regardless,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Reycouldn’thelpbutagree…

Bythetimetheygottotheoldman’shouse,theentirevillagewasalreadyabuzzwithnewsabout

outsiders’arrival.Afterall,noneofthemhadevermetpeoplefromtheothersideofthemountain

before!

Oncetheywereinside,Geraldimmediatelyasked,“Speakingofwhich…Howshouldweaddressyou,



sir…?”

“Ah,well,IgobyStantonLingard,andI’mthechiefofthisvillage!Incaseyouwerewondering,this

placeiscalledMoonbeamVillage!”repliedStantonasGerald,Rey,andYannnoddedunderstandingly.

“Apleasuretomeetyou,ChiefLingard!Though…whyMoonbeam…?”
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UponhearingRey’squestion,Stantonimmediatelychuckledbeforereplying,“You’llfindoutoncenight

comes!”

Hearingthat,Reycouldonlyshruginresponse.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongbeforethevillagersbroughtallkindsoffoodanddrinksovertoStanton’s

home.

AftertheyplacedallthegoodiesinfrontofGeraldandhisparty,Stantonsmiledbeforedeclaring,

“Come,havesomefood!Allofyoumustbefamishedandexhaustedaftertravelingsuchalongway!”

BeforeGeraldcouldevensayaword,Reyimmediatelyreplied,“Wellyeah,I’mstarving!Thankyoufor



havingus,chief!”

BythetimeGeraldturnedtostarehelplesslyatRey,Reywasalreadybusystuffinghismouthwithfood.

Afterall,thetriohadn’teatenanythingformostoftheday,andbeingayoungman,Rey‘sappetitewas

nothingshortofvoracious.Still,withhowquicklyhewaseating,Geraldfeltthatithonestlywasn’ta

stretchthathishungercouldrivalthatofahungryghostwhohadn’teatenforacentury…Whatwashe

goingtodowiththisboy…

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenbeganeatingaswell,followedbyYannshortlyafter.

StantonhimselfwassmilingathowquicklyReywasmunchingdownonthefood…

Aftereatingforawhile,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforeasking,“Speakingofwhich,chief…Doyou

knowofanyothercavesonthismountain…?”

Surprisedbytheoddquestion,Stantonreplied,“A…cave?Whywouldyoubelookingforacaveofall

things…?”

“Well,thethreeofushaveactuallybeentryingtolookforsomethingimportant…Fromwhatwe’ve

gathered,thatthingcanmostprobablybefoundinacaveonthismountain!”repliedGerald,making

surenottogivetoomuchinformationaway.

“Oh?Isee!Well,ratherthan‘a’cave,wehavequiteafewofthemhere!Unfortunately,thatalsomeans

thatIdon’tknowwhichoneyou’rereferringto!”repliedStantoninanapologetictone.



“Isee…then…amongthem,arethereanythatareparticularlyspecial…?”askedGerald.

“Specialyousay…Well…onecavecomestomind…IfIrecallcorrectly,thecavehadalargewallofstone

coveringitsmassiveentrance…However,Ididn’treallypryintoitsincenightwassoontocomeatthe

time…”repliedStantonafterthinkingforawhile.

“Hmm…Doyoustillrememberwherethatcaveislocated?”saidGerald,hisinterestclearlypiqued.

“Givemeamomenttothink…”repliedStantonashebeganrackinghismemory…

Quiteawhilelater,Stentonsuddenlyraisedhisheadbeforedeclaring,“WhileIcan’trememberwhere

itsexactlocationis,Idorecallthattwomassivepillarsstandbeforethecave’sentrance!Youcan’tmiss

them!”

Whilethatstatementonlydescribedwhatthecave’sentrancelookedlike,Geraldwasjustpleasedthat

hereceivedaclueinthefirstplace.

“Gotit!Thankyou,chief!We’llstartlookingforitfirstthinginthemorning!”repliedGeraldina

gratuitoustone.

Chucklinginreply,Stantonthensaid,“You’remostwelcome!”

Followingthatconversation,itwasn’tlongbeforenightfellandabrightcrescentmoonenveloped

MoonbeamVillageinacalmingglow…
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Contrarytothehustleandbustleofatypicalcity’snightlife,theseconddarknessfell,theentirevillage

wentdeadsilent.Everyonesimplyremainedintheirhomesandturnedtheirlightsourcesout,noteven

botheringtogoagainstthenorm.Theytrulywerelivinglikepeoplefromancienttimes…

Sometimeduringthenight,Reycouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“…Say…Mr.Crawford…?Doyoureallythink

we’llbeabletofindthecave…?”

“Well,basedonthechief’sdescription,itshouldn’tbetoohardtofind!”repliedGerald.

“Iguess…IwonderifTyeandhismenhaveleftthecavebythispoint…”mutteredRey,ahintofworryin

hisvoice.

“Theyprobablyhave.Afterall,evenwewereabletolocatetheexitrathereasily!”saidGeraldinacalm

tone.

Gerald,forone,wasn’tworriedaboutTyeatall.Sowhatiftheymanagedtogetout?Geraldandhis

partywereprettymuchalwaysgoingtobeastepaheadofthemanyway.Withthatinmind,them

catchinguptothetriowasimprobableatbest.

Thenagain,eveniftheydidmanagetocatchuptothem,itwasn’tasthoughGeraldcouldn’ttakeon

them.

Whateverthecasewas,afterchattingabitlonger,thetwofinallydecidedtohitthehay…



Notlongafterthesunbegantorise,knockingcouldbeheardonthetrio’sdoorasthechief’sfamiliar

voicecalledout,“Morning,gentlemen!Areyouallup?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlygotoutofbedbeforewalkingovertothedoor.

Openingit,Geraldthensmiledsubtlyashereplied,“Wellyou’reearly,chief!”

Chucklinginresponse,Stantonthensaid,“Allofusherearejustearlyrisers!Regardless,I’mheretotell

youthatwe’reenteringthemountainlater.Withthatinmind,Iwonderifyou’dliketocomealongwith

us!”

“Oh?Butofcourse!Pleasegiveusamoment,chief!We’llbepackedupandreadyinnotime!”replied

Gerald,nowlookingmuchmorepumpedup.Afterall,they’dsurelyhaveamucheasiertimefindingthat

cavewithStanton’shelp.

“There’snorush!Also,I’vealreadyhadsomeonepreparebreakfastforyou,sowe’llonlybesettingoff

onceyou’veallhadyourmeals!”saidStanton.

“Isee!IfIhaven’tsaiditalready,wereallyappreciatebeinginyourcare!”repliedGeraldinagratuitous

tone.Afterall,notonlyhadStantonpersonallycomeovertowakethem,buthehadevengotothersto

preparebreakfastforthem!Itwouldberudeifhedidn’tshowappreciationtowardStanton’s

thoughtfulness!

Regardless,withthatsaid,Geraldquicklywoketheothersup…

Oncetheyweredonepacking,theyheadedovertothevillagechief’shouseandhadalavishbreakfast…



Thisdidn’ttakelong,andsoonenough,thepartyofthreesetoffforthemountainswithStantonandhis

men…

Beingaboutthreethousandfeetabovesealevel,themountainwasconsiderablyhighandwasrather

difficulttohike.HadStantonnotbeentheretoleadtheway,Geraldandhispartywould’vesurelyhada

muchroughertimenavigatingthemountain…

Evenso,thatdidn’tmeanthatthehikewaseasy.Reyhimself—whowasn’tusedtohiking—couldn’t

helpbutcomplain,“T-thishikeisabittoorough,isn’tit,Mr.Crawford…?”

“Itcould’vebeenmuchrougherifwedidn’thavethechief’sguidance!”repliedGerald,causingReyto

instantlyshutup…

Chapter1907

“Hah!Justsoyouknow,theredidn’tevenusetobearoadonthismountain!Thisfootpathhereisthe

productofusmappingoutthemountainforyears!Thispathisconsiderablyeasy,youknow?Someof

themoredifficultterrainsrequireustoclimb!”scowledStanton—whowastakingthelead—inajoking

tone.

Whilethetrioappreciatedtheoldman’slight-heartedness,itdidn’tchangethefactthatallthishiking

wasachallengeforthem.Evenso,theywerewellawarethatthiswastheonlywaytheyweregoingto

beabletolocatethatcave…Astheysaid,‘Nopain,nogain…’

Regardless,afteraboutanhouroftrekking,thegroupfinallyarrivedatanareawithrelativelyflatland.

Judgingfromhowhighupthemountaintheywere,theywerepossiblyhalfwayupthemountainaswell.

Withthatinmind,lookingdownatthedeepvalley—thatwasnowhundredsoffeetbelowthem—would

makeanyonefeelgiddy…



Justasallthreeofthemweretryinghardnottothinkabouthowhightheywere,theyquicklysnapped

outofitwhenStantoncalledout,“Gentlemen!That’sthecaverightthere!”

TurningtolookatwhereStantonwaspointing,thethreemencouldimmediatelyseethetwostone

pillarsstandingbeforetheblockedcaveentrance…ItwasexactlylikehowStantonhaddescribedthe

nightbefore…

Seeingthatthiswastheirstop,Geraldthennoddedbeforesaying,“Soitwouldseem!Thankyoufor

guidingusuptillthispoint,chief!We’llbeheadingthereonourownnow!”

“Gotit!Speakingofwhich,dobecarefulinthere…Onceyou’velocatedwhateveritisyou’relookingfor,

doreturntothevillage!”repliedStantoninakindvoice.

“Loudandclear!Weappreciateallthehospitality,chief!”declaredGeraldandhispartyinunisonbefore

biddinggoodbyeandheadingtowardthecave…

Stanton—andtheothervillagers—themselvescontinuedontheirownjourneyfurtherupthe

mountain…

Regardless,uponstandingbeforethemouthofthesealed-upcave,Reycouldn’thelpbutsay,“That’s

onemassivestonewallblockingtheentrance…Still…Doyouthinkthere’ssomekindofmechanismto

getittoopen,Mr.Crawford…?”

“Ido,andI’mprettysureit’saroundheresomewhere,”repliedGerald.



“Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’shurryandfindit!”declaredYanninanenthusiastictone.

Allnoddinginagreement,thethreethenbegansearchingthearea…andsoonenough,theyfoundthe

mechanismtheywerelookingfor…

“…Say…doesn’tthemechanismresembleTheEightDiagrams…?TheonefromFengShui…?Haveyou

heardaboutit,Mr.Crawford…?”askedReyashelookedatGerald.

Noddingslightlyinresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Ihave.WhileI’mnotparticularlyknowledgeablein

theartofFengShui,IdoknowthatTheEightDiagramsarealsoknownastheeightdoors,andeach

doorbearsdifferentmeanings!”

Fromthelooksofit,theonlywaytheyweregoingtogetthecavetoopenwasbysolvingthisFengShui-

basedpuzzle…

“Isee…but…ifevenyoudon’tknowmuchaboutFengShui,thendoesn’tthatmeanthatwe’vehita

dead-end…?”mutteredYanninaslightlydefeatedtone.

“It’sstilltooearlytogiveup!Whileit’struethatIdon’tknowmuchaboutFengShui,Ibelievethat

whoevermadethiscontraptionwouldn’thavemadeentryintothecaveallthatdifficult.Afterall,the

hardpartisusuallygettingoutofsuchareas.Withthatinmind,I’msurewecanatleastmakeitinsideif

wejustuseourheads!”repliedGeraldashelookedatthetwo.
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Withthatsaid,GeraldthenbegangivingTheEightDiagramsacloserlook…

Afterthinkingforawhile,heeventuallyexclaimed,“IthinkIgetitnow!TheEightDiagramsisn’tthe

mechanismatall!FromwhatI’vegathered,it’sacluethatwillleadustothemechanisminstead!”

Beforetheothertwocouldevenreply,Geraldwasalreadylookingforthemechanismaccordingtothe

positionsoftheelementsonTheEightDiagrams…

“Theleftandrightsidessymbolizewater,whereasthefrontandbacksymbolizefire…”mutteredGerald

ashecontinuedkeepinganeyeoutonthemechanism…andeventually,hefoundit.

Thankfully,GeraldhadminorknowledgeaboutFengShui.Otherwise,theywould’veneverbeenableto

findit!Still,Geraldknewhewasalsoconsiderablyluckythatthepuzzletoopeningtheentrancewasthis

simple…

Regardless,nowthatthemechanismwasinsight,Geraldquicklytwistedit…andmomentsafterhedid,

thelargestonewallbeganshakingvigorously…!

Shortlyafter,thewallpartedinthemiddle,anditswungopenliketwomassivedoors…

Staringwide-eyedatthedarkpassagewaybeforethem,forabriefmoment,allthetriocoulddowas

exchangeglanceswitheachother…

Yannwasthefirsttobreakthesilenceasheexcitedlyexclaimed,“Y-youdidit,Gerald…!”

Whilethiswascertainlysomethingtocelebrate,thethreeknewthattheirjourneywasfarfromover.

Withthat,theyimmediatelybeganmakingtheirwayintothecave…



Thesecondtheyentered,however,thelargedoorsofthecaveinstantlybeganclosingagain…AsGerald

hadexpected,leavingwasdefinitelygoingtobemuchharderthanentering…

Still,theyknewtheyhadtotaketheroughwiththesmooth,sothetriosimplygrittedtheirteethasthey

continuedfurtherintothecave…

Withhowdarkitwasgetting,Reytooksometorchlightsoutfromhisbackpackbeforehandingthemto

GeraldandYann.

Quitehonestly,thisplacewaspracticallyanightmareforanyonewhowasafraidofbeingaloneinthe

dark…Thankfully,thetriowastogetherandwiththreebeamsoflightlightingtheirway,theywereable

toproceedforwardwithmorecomfortandsecurity…

Aboutthreehundredfeetlater,thetriofinallyarrivedattheendofthepassageway…onlytofindit

blockedbyyetanotherstonewall!

Inaway,thiswastheperfectembodimentofthesaying,‘Outofthefryingpanandintothefire…’

“D*mnit,anotherwall…?”mutteredReyasheturnedtolookatGerald.

Geraldhimselfsimplystaredatthewallforawhilebeforegentlyplacinghishandonit…andthesecond

hedid,theentirewallbegantoshake!

Soonenough,thestonewallslowlyslidtotheside…revealingjaw-droppingamountsoftreasure!

Glitteringgoldcoinswereseeminglyeverywhere,withsomeevenpiledupsohightheyresembled

mountains…!Asifthesightwasn’tgrandenoughalready,thecandlesinsideevenbeganlightingupon



theirown!

“H-holycr*p!”exclaimedbothReyandYannsimultaneously,utterlyamazedbyalltheywereseeing.

“T-there’ssomanygoldcoins…!We’rerich!We’refilthyrich!”yelledYannexcitedlyasheboltedinto

theroom!

WhileGeraldwantedtostophim,hisattentionwassuddenlycaughtbysomethingelse…
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Atoponeofthemanypilesoftreasure,layatreasurechest…anduponseeingit,Geraldimmediately

knewthatwhathewaslookingforwasinthere.

Ashehadpredicted,ittrulywashere!Nowthatitwassoclosetohim,therewasnowayhewasgoing

tobeabletoholdhimselfbackfromobtainingit!

Withthat,GeraldpaidlittleattentiontowhatReyandYannweredoingandsimplywalkedtowardthe

treasurechest…

Watchingasseeminglyendlessamountsofgoldcoinssliddownfromthemountainoftreasuresthat

Geraldwasslowlyclimbing,Yanncouldn’thelpbutgetevenmoreexcited.



Takinghisbackpackoff,heimmediatelybeganfillingitwithpilesuponpilesoftreasures!Afterall,he

hadneverseenthismanygoldcoinsinasingleplacebefore,sohesimplycouldn’thelphimself…

WhileRey—whohadbeenstandingattheside—wasequallyasexcitedtoseeallthatgold,heknew

betterthantodowhatYannwasdoing.

Afterall,Geraldhadtoldhimnottotouchthingsatrandom,andhewasn’tabouttodisobeyhim.

Regardless,Geraldfinallymadeittothetopofthemountainofcoinsatthatmoment…

Uponopeningthetreasurechest,hewasgreetedbythesightofacrystalclear,emerald-greenjade

pendantthatwasshapedlikeabutterfly…

Thiswasit…hehadfinallyfoundit!

Geraldwastheonlyonewhoknewwhatthependantwasusedfor,sohewasn’ttooworriedabout

Yannwantingtotakeit.Still,itwasbettertobesafethansorry,soGeraldquicklyhiditinhisclothes.

Nobodycouldeverlearnthathehadobtainedtheitem…

Whateverthecasewas,nowthathehadobtainedthependant,hesliddownthemountainofgoldcoins,

fullypreparedtoleaveashecalledout,“Alright,we’vefoundwhatwewerelookingfor,nowlet’shead

back!”

“What?Areyouseriouslytellingmethatyouwishtoleavejustlikethat?”retortedYann.



Stoppinginhistracks,GeraldraisedaslightbrowasheturnedtolookatYannbeforesaying,“IfIrecall

correctly,Ispecificallyremembertellingyounottotouchanyofthetreasureshere!”

“Iknow,Iknow,but…allthistreasure,Gerald…!Ifwegetallthisoutofhere,we’llbeabletolivethe

restofourliveswithoutworry!”repliedYanninanenthusiastictone.

SensingtheglintofavariceinYann’seyes,GeraldcouldalreadytellthatYannwasdangerouslycloseto

completelylosinghimselftogreed.

“I’llonlysayitonemoretime.We’releavingnow,andwe’renottakinganythingelsebackwithus!”

declaredGeraldinasolemntone.

“Irefuse!Afterall,Isawyoutakesomethingforyourself!Ifyoucandoit,whycan’tI?”scowledYann.

RealizingthatYannhadnoticedhimtakingthejade,Geraldwasslightlytongue-tied.Howwasheeven

goingtoexplainthatthependanthadamuchgreatervaluethanallthosetreasures…?

SeeingthatGeraldwashavingtrouble,Reythenyelled,“BrotherYann,pleasejustlistentoMr.Crawford!

I’msurehehashisreasonsfordisallowingyoutotakeanyofthemback!”

Unfortunately,Yannwasalreadycompletelyconsumedbygreedbythispoint.

“Overmydeadbody!Sinceyoudon’twantthemsomuch,fine!Theyallbelongtomenow!Markmy

words,I’mdefinitelygettingallofthemouttodayifit’sthelastthingIdo!”howledYannasthoughhe

hadgoneinsane.



“You…!”growledReyasheturnedtolookatGerald,understandingthatYannwouldnolongertake

advicefromanyone…
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“…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”askedRey.

StaringstraightatYann,Geraldsimplynarrowedhiseyesbeforeshakinghishead.Heknewforafact

thatYannwasalreadyalostcause…Greedtrulywasafrighteningthing…

Evenso,hewantedtotryonelasttime.GlaringatYann,Gerald’stonesoundedmuchangrierashe

growled,“…Onefinaltime.Areyouleavingwithus,oraren’tyou?”

“I’mnotleavingyet!”roaredYann,instantlycausingGerald’sangertopeak.

Thatwasthelaststraw.NotwantinganythingtodowithYannanymore,Geraldthenbeganwalkingout

ofthetreasureroom…

However,thesecondGeraldsteppedout,allthecandlesintheroomimmediatelywentout.Following

that,theroombeganglowinginaneeriegreenlight!

‘Thisisn’tgood!’Geraldthoughttohimselfashequicklygotoutoftheroom—alongwithRey—before

yelling,“Yann!Getoverhere!Quick!”

Ofcourse,Yann’sfatehadbeensealedthesecondhechosetodisobeyGerald…



Unabletoreactintime,Yann’seyescouldonlywidenashewatchedallthegoldaroundhimtransform

intogreengoothatquicklyenvelopedhim!Hedidn’tevenhavethetimetoscreambeforethegoo

completelymeltedhimdowntothebone…

GeraldandReywereunderstandablystunnedtowitnessallthis.Tothinkthatsuchapunishmenthad

beensetupforthosewhohadbeenovertakenbygreed…

Regardless,YannwasnowdeadandtherewasnothingGeraldcoulddoaboutit.

Withthatinmind—andthefactthatthegoowasslowlycomingtheirway—,Geraldquicklygrabbed

ontoRey’sarmbeforeyelling,“Comeon,let’sleavethisplace!”

Reywasn’tabouttosaynotothat,andtheduoboltedbackintothepassagewayfrombefore…

Shortlyafter,theyheardthefamiliarscrapingofstoneondirtcomingfrombehindthem,anditwas

prettyobviousthatthedoorhadcloseditselfagain…Thankgodtheyhadlefttheroomquickly…

Takingamomentaryrestbysittinginthepassageway,Reycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldwithgrief-

filledeyesashesaid,“…Mr.Crawford…BrotherYann,he…”

WhileheknewthatReywasfrightenedsincethiswasprobablythefirsttimehehadseensomeonedie

insuchaterribleway,Geraldsimplyoptedtoreplyinacalmtone,“He’sdead…”

Naturally,evenGeraldwassadaboutYann’sdeath,buthadthemannotbeenconsumedbyavarice,he

wouldn’thavehadtodiesohorribly…Withthatinmind,Yann’sendwashonestlydeserved…

Aftercalmingdownabitmore,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“Whatevenwasthatgreengoo…”



“I’mnotsure,butitprobablyresemblessulphuricacidsinceitcouldcorrodesowell…”repliedGerald

whocouldn’thelpbutsigh,stillslightlybummedoutthatYannhadtodie.

Afterall,hesawthemanasagoodfriend.Still,GeralddidfindsolaceinthefactthatReywasn’tlike

Yann.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenpattedReyontheshoulderbeforepraising,“…Regardless,I’mgladyou

weren’tconsumedbygreedaswell,Rey.I’mproudofyou!”

Despitethecompliment,Reywassimplytoosadtoevenfeelpleasedaboutit.Afterall,theyhadjust

lostateammate…
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Understandingthatstayinghereforanylongerwouldonlyspellmoretrouble,afterrestingforabit,

Geraldgottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Alright,let’sleavethisplacewhilewecan!”

Withthat,theduomadetheirwaybacktothesealedmainentrance…

Oncetheywerethere,theyquicklyrealizedthattherewasn’tamechanismtoopenthedoorsatall,at

leastnotonetheycouldeasilysee…Thepitchdarknessoftheplacecertainlydidn’thelp…

Understandingthefactthattheydidn’tevenknowwheretostartlookingforthemechanism,Rey



couldn’thelpbutstareatthemassivestonewall—blockingthecave’sentrance—beforelookingat

Geraldandasking,“…How…shouldweleave,Mr.Crawford…?”

“…Well,sincetherewasamechanismoutsidethatallowedustoenter,I’msurethere’sanotheronein

herethatwillallowustoleave!SincetheYinandYangsides—basedonthelayoutofTheEight

Diagrams—wasthekeytoopeningthedoorfromtheoutside,I’massumingthatthemechanisminhere

canbefoundoppositeofthat!”repliedGeraldafterthinkingforabit.

Followingthat,Geraldbegansearchingtheoppositeareas…andafterfeelingaroundthestonewall,he

managedtofindamechanism!

Immediatelytwistingit,GeraldandRey’seyesquicklywidenedasthefloorbeneaththembeganto

crumble!Tothinkthatthemechanismwouldcausethis!

Regardless,unabletoreactintime,bothofthemsoonfoundthemselvesslidingdownaninclinedpath!

WhileReyscreamedallthewaydown,Geraldhimselfcouldonlythinkabouthowbadlyhehadmessed

upthistime.Asitturnedout,thingsweren’taseasyashehadexpected…

Whateverthecasewas,itwasquiteawhilebeforetheslopesuddenlyended,sendingbothofthem

shootingoutandlandingonasoftpileofdirt.

Groaningastheygotup,thetwoquicklyrealizedthattheyseemedtohaveenteredanothercave…

Asidefromthefactthattherewasapondinthecave—thathadwatersoclearthatonecouldeasilysee

itsbottom—therewasnotmuchelsetonoteatfirstglance…



“Holycr*p…Whereevenarewe,Mr.Crawford…?”askedReyashedustedthedirtoffhisclothes.

Naturally,Geraldhadnoclueofwheretheywereeither.Evenso,tothinkthattherewouldactuallybe

anothercaveunderthatcave…Whataspecialplace…

Simplyshakinghisheadinresponse,GeraldandReythenbeganinvestigatingthesurroundingarea,

hopingtofindanexit.Unfortunatelyforthem,nomatterhowhardtheysearched,theredidn’tseemto

beone.Theyweretrappedonceagain…

“Wellthat’sjustgreat!Iguesswe’restuckhere!”saidReyashesatdownwhileheavingaheavysigh.

Frowningslightly,GeraldthentookTye’smapoutbeforegivingitagoodlook.Somethinghadtobe

wronghere…Thankfully,Geraldwasright.

Nowthathehadmanagedtofindsomethingsignificant,Geraldquicklycalledout,“Rey!”

Hurriedlygettingtohisfeet,Reythenraisedaslightbrowashelookedatthemapwhileasking,“…Yes,

Mr.Crawford?Didyoufindsomething?”

“Indeed!SeetheOfficerViewingDeckwherewestartedfrom?Whilewe’vechangedcourseseveral

times,Iretracedoursteps…andhere!Seethatothercaveonthemap?Ihaveafeelingthatwe’re

currentlyhere!Andthatcaveclearlyshowsanentrance!”exclaimedGerald,pointingatthemapthe

entiretime.

WhileReydefinitelyfeltthatGerald’swordsmadesense,hecouldn’thelpbutsay,“That’sfineandall…

Butwe’vealreadymadeathoroughsearchofthisplace!Forgetanexit,wehaven’tevenmanagedto



locateanythingresemblingadooropeningmechanism!”

ThoughGeraldsawwhereReywascomingfrom,hewassurethattheredefinitelyhadtobeawayout.

Afterall,therewasahighchancethattheysimplyhadn’tlookedintherightdirection.

Withthatinmind,Geraldsimplyreplied,“I’msuretheexitwillappearsoon!Keepcalm,we’lldefinitely

findawaytoleave!”
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Followingthat,Geraldgotupandbeganfeelingaroundthewallsagain…

Sincethestonewallswerequiteuneven,itmadefindingmechanisms—topotentiallyleadtoaway

out—evenharderthanusual…

Regardless,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Reywasmotivatedtogiveitanothershot.Withthat,

hebegandoingthesameasGerald,hopingtofinallyfindawaytogetoutofthisplace…

Whilecontinuingtofeelthewalls,Gerald’searsperkedwhenacrisp‘click’washeard.Eyesquickly

widening,Geraldcouldonlystareasthestoneslab—thathisfootwascurrentlyon—begansinkingin…

Liftinghisfoot,hewatchedastheslabcontinuedsinkingdeeperanddeeper…Andbythetimeit

stopped,apartofthestonewallhadshiftedopen!



Bothsurprisedanddelighted,Reycouldn’thelpbutturntolookatGeraldwhilecallingout,“M-Mr.

Crawford…!”

ThoughGeraldhimselfwassurprisedbyallthis,hequicklysnappedoutofitandwalkedthroughthe

newlyformedentrance…

Totheduo’sdismay,theyquicklyrealizedthatalltheentranceledtowasaflightofdescendingstairs

thatappearedalmostbottomless!Thefactthatitwaspitchdarkdowntherecertainlydidn’thelp…

“…Wheredoyouthinkthisleadsto,Mr.Crawford…?”mutteredReyasheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Onlyonewaytofindout!”repliedGerald,promptingtheduotobegindescendingthestairs…

Astheywalkedon,asortofmistbeganappearingandthelowertheywent,thedenseritbecame…

ItwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenReycouldn’thelpbutcryout,“…There’sjustnoendtothesestairs,

Mr.Crawford!We’vebeenwalkingforalmostthirtyminutesnowyettheendisnowhereinsight!”

Geraldhimselfwasstartingtofindallthisweird.Thisplacereallywastoomystifying…

Afterthinkingforawhile,Geraldeventuallysighedbeforesaying,“…Alright,sincewedon’tseemtobe

gettinganywhere,let’sjustreturntowherewecamefrom!”

Withthat,theduobeganascendingthestairs…However,anotherhalf-hourlater,thetwoyouthsfinally

realizedhowserioustheircurrentdilemmawas.Afterall,nomatterhowlongtheywalked,thearea

wheretheystartedfromwassimplynowheretobefound!



“Seriously?!Weshouldhavereachedtheentrypointbynow!Wherethehellisit?!”criedoutthe

increasinglydistressedRey.

Tothinkthateventheirreturnroutewouldendupchanging!

“It’simportanttostaycalmduringsuchsituations!Withthatsaid,let’sthinkaboutitfirst!”replied

Geraldashebeganrackinghisbrain…

Lookingcloseratthestairs,Geraldnoticedthatthestepsappearedtobenumbered…Werethe

numbersthereforareason…?

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Gerald’seyessuddenlywidenedasheexclaimed,“Igotit!”

SurprisedbyGerald’ssuddenshouting,Reyquicklyshookhisheadbeforeasking,“G-gotit?You’ve

figuredouthowwecangetoutofthisplace,Mr.Crawford?”

“Indeed!Essentially,we’vebeentrappedbyanEightDiagramspuzzleeversincewesetfootintothis

place!Ifmyguessiscorrect,inordertogetoutofthisloop,we’llneedtosolveTheEightDiagrams

puzzleofthestairs!Ifyoulookcloser,youcanseenumbersonthesteps,right?I’massumingthatby

utilizingTheEightDiagramschartonthem,we’llbeabletofinallyescape!”explainedGerald.

Despitetheexplanation,Reywasn’ttoofamiliarwithTheEightDiagrams,soverylittleofwhatGerald

hadjustsaidmadesensetohim…

Seeingthathispointwasn’tgettingacross,Geralddecidedtojusttryhistheoryoutinstead…
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“It’sfineifyoudon’tgetit.Whateverthecaseis,I’mgoingtobehavinganout-of-bodyexperiencenow

tocheckifmytheoryiscorrect!Withthatsaid,besuretoguardmybodywellinthemeantime!”said

Gerald.

“Gotit,Mr.Crawford!Dobecareful!”repliedReyasGeraldnoddedbeforelyingdown…

Shortlyafter,hisghostformshotoutfromhisbodybeforedivingdownward!

Continuingtodivedeeperanddeeper,Geraldeventuallycameacrossthesourceoftheduo’splight…

TruetoGerald’sguess,therereallywasagiantmechanismunderneaththemthisentiretime!

Withthatmysterysolved,Geraldknewthatinorderforthemtoescapethishellishloop,theywould

needtotakealiteralleapoffaithafterfindingaspecificnumberonthestairs…Iftheydidn’t,theycould

verywellenduplivingtherestoftheirlivesonthesestairs…

Regardless,nowthathehadlearnedallthis,Geraldboltedbacktohisphysicalbody…anduponre-

enteringit,heinstantlyyelled,“Bingo!”

SinceGeraldhadmadesuchanabruptreturn,itscaredthelivingdaylightsoutofRey!

Oncetheyouthfinallycalmeddown,hecouldonlylookhelplesslyatGeraldashemutteredbetween

pants,“D-d*mnit,Mr.Crawford…!Youalmostgavemeaheartattack…!Don’tgoshoutingso

abruptly…!”



Tobefair,beingallaloneinsuchdarknesswouldmakeanyonefeelutterlyterrified…

WhileevenGeraldwasmomentarilystunnedbyRey’sreaction,hequicklysnappedoutofitbefore

saying,“…Gotit!Anyway,listen,IthinkI’vefoundawaytogetoutofthisplace!”

“…H-huh?Really?Thenwhatarewewaitingfor,Mr.Crawford?Leadtheway!”repliedRey,instantly

forgettingaboutbeingscaredhalftodeathjustsecondsearlier.Afterall,Rey’sprioritywastoleavethis

placeassoonaspossiblesincehefeltthathewouldgomadfromanxietyifhehadtostayinthisplace

anylonger…

Noddinginagreement,GeraldthenbeganleadingReydownthestairsagain…andeventually,hefound

theexactspottheyneededtobeat.

Seeingthattheyhadstopped,theconfusedReycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Um…Mr.Crawford…?Didn’t

yousaywewereleaving…?We’vebeendescendingthestairsforquiteawhilenow…”

Hearingthat,GeraldturnedtofaceReybeforesaying,“Thisisit.We’rejumpingdownfromhere!”

“…H-huh?!”repliedReyashisjawinstantlydropped,unsureofwhetherhehadheardright.

UponseeinghowdeterminedGerald’sfollowingnodwas,theworriedReyimmediatelyrepliedina

fearfultone,“P-pleasedon’tjokeaboutthis,Mr.Crawford…Wecan’tevenseethebottomfromhere!

We’llsurelydie!”

Aftersayingthat,Reycouldn’thelpbutgulpashestareddown…Thelongerhestaredattheabyss,the

moreterrifiedhegot…



Geraldhimselfsimplyraisedabrowashesaid,“…Rey,doyouhonestlythinkI’djokeaboutsomething

likethis?”

WhileReywassurethatGeraldwouldn’t,hismaster’sordertoleapintotheabysswassimplymind

boggling…

SeeinghowhesitantReywasbeing,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsighasheadded,“…Fine,I’llbejumping

firstthen.However,ifIdoendupdying,goodluckthinkingofotherwaystoleave!”

MomentarilyleftstupefiedbyGerald’sabsurdsuggestion,Reycouldonlystarewide-eyedasGerald

leapedoffthestairswithoutevenwaitingforhisreply!

WhileReywasleftpanicking,Geraldhimselfhadmadeasafelandingatopanothersetofstairs…

Justashehadthought,thetricktoescapingthatloopwasbyhoppingoffthestepwiththatspecific

number!

However,Reywasn’tawarethatGeraldwasstillalive.Withthatinmind,itwasn’tasurprisethathe

soonbegancallingout,“M-Mr.Crawford…!”
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Hearinghowworriedtheboywasforhissafety,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmilesubtlyashelookedup



whileshouting,“Whatareyouwaitingfor,Rey?Jumpalready!”

UponhearingGerald’sresponse,Reywasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,notonlywasGeraldstillalive,

buthehadapparentlysuccessfullyfoundawaytoescapethishellishloop!

Nowthatheknewthis,Reymustereduphiscourage…beforeleapingandplungingstraightintothe

abyss!

Immediatelyscreamingasheplummeted,hisutterterrorsoonturnedintoconfusionwhenherealized

thathisfeetwerealreadyontheground.Thefallhadbarelyeventakenasecond!

“…Wastherereallyaneedtoscreamthatloudly…”grumbledGeraldwhoseearswerenowthrobbing

duetohowloudReyhadbeen.

WhileGeraldwasleftannoyed,Reyhimselfwassooverjoyed—thathewasstillalive—thathe

immediatelyexclaimed,“I-I’malive!Andtothinkthatthejumpwasn’tevenallthatlong!W-we’re

finallyfreefromthosestairs,Mr.Crawford…!”

Shakinghisheadinresignationathowchildishhisdisciplewasbeing,Geraldsimplypattedhimonthe

backbeforestartingtowalktowardthelightbeforethem…

Nowrealizingthattheexithadbeenthisclosethisentiretime,Rey’seyeswidenedashecalledout,“W-

waitforme,Mr.Crawford!”

QuicklycatchinguptoGerald,theduosoonwentpasttheshiningexit…However,whatawaitedthem

wasnothingshortofsurprising.



Beyondtheexit,layaworn-downplacethatlookedutterlyravaged…

Staringatthenear-endlesstoweringpillarsaroundthem,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaiminawe,“H-holy

cr*p!Tothinkthatsuchaplaceexisteddownhere…!Everythingherelooksancient!”

ThoughGeraldsaidnothing,hesharedthesamesentiments.Afterall,whowouldn’tbeamazedand

shockedtofindancientruinsoutoftheblue…

Regardless,Geraldwasfirsttobreakthesilencebysaying,“…Comeon,let’shavealookaround!”

Noddinginagreement,ReythenbeganexploringthewondrousplacewithGerald…

However,theyhadonlytakenafewstepsforwardwhenbothofthemstoppeddeadintheirtracks.

Strangeskitteringsoundsseemedtobequicklyapproachingthem,andtheycouldimmediatelytellthat

somethingwasamiss.Wasitdanger…?

“…What…isthat,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedReyasheleanedinclosertoGerald.

Insteadofreplyingwithaguess,Geraldsimplychosetoslowlyturnaround,promptingReytodothe

same…andthesecondtheysawwhatwascomingforthem,Rey’seyesimmediatelywidened.

Asitturnedout,thesoundswerecomingfromahoardofgiantscorpions!



“H-holycr*p!Whythehellarethosescorpionssomassive?!”stutteredthequiveringRey.

“Shutit!Andstopmovingaroundsomuch!”orderedGeraldinacalmtone.

Whileitwashisfirsttimeseeingsuchmassivescorpionsaswell,hewasn’tafraidofthematall.Afterall,

hehadalreadyseenallkindsofhorrifyingghosts,sohowscarycouldscorpionsbeforhim?

ThoughGeraldwasn’tintimidatedbythegiantscorpions,thatwasn’tthecaseforRey.Hewas

completelyfrozeninfearashewatchedthescorpionsquicklyencirclethem,swayingtheirpointy

stingersfromtimetotime,seeminglypreparedtoattackthematanymoment…

Smallscorpionstingswerealreadyquitevenomous,soReydidn’tevenwanttobeginimagininghow

potenttheselargescorpions’stingerswere…Infact,fromhowlargeandsharpthosestingerslooked,

onewouldprobablydiefromthestabalone…
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“W-whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedRey,gulpingashestaredatallthegiant

scorpionsaroundthem.Nomatterhowhardhetried,hecouldn’tseeanopeningforthemtoescapeat

all!

“Staycalm!I’mthinking!”repliedGeraldashecontinuedlookingaround,hopingthatitwouldhelphim

deviseanescapeplan.

Thankfully,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldspottedalargedoorleadingoutofthisarea.



Withtheirescaperouteinhissight,Geraldquicklywhispered,“Rey,doyouseethatlargedooratyour

twelveo’clock?”

Turningtolookinthatdirection,Reythennoddedbeforereplying,“Ido!”

“Good,nowlistenup.Theplanissimple.YourushovertoopenthatdoorwhileIdistractthescorpions!

Gotit?”explainedGerald.

“L-loudandclear!”repliedRey,knowingthatthatwastheirbestbetofsurvivingthisencounter.

Hearingthat,GeraldthendrewhisAstrabyssSwordbeforepushingReywithhisotherhandwhileyelling,

“Good!Nowgo!”

AsReynoddedbeforeboltingtowardthelargedoor,Geraldhimselfbeganchannelinghisenergyinto

theAstrabyssSword,allowingittoemititsspiritblade.

Watchingasthescorpionsbackedoffabit—aftertheysawthespiritblade—,Geraldtookthatchanceto

getabitclosertoRey.HemadesuretostickcloseenoughtoReytoensurethatReywouldn’tgetsneak

attackedbyanyhidingscorpions…

Thankstotheduo’steamwork,theywereabletogetReytothelargedoor…

ToRey’sdismay,however,nomatterhowhardhepushed,thedoorwouldn’tbudge!Thenagain,it

wasn’treallyallthatsurprising.Afterall,thedoorwasmadeofstoneanditstoodoverthirtyfeettall.

TherewasnowayReywasevergoingtobeabletoopenit!



Understandingthat,Reyyelled,“Um…!Thedoor’stooheavyformetoopen…!”

“Again,staycalm.I’msurethere’samechanismtoopenit!”repliedGeraldwhocurrentlyhadhiseyes

onthegiantscorpionsthatwerenowchargingtowardhim!

Seeingthat,Reyknewthatitwasalluptohimnow.Ifhefailedtofindthemechanism,thenthiswould

betheirend…Becauseofthat,failurewasn’tanoption!

Withthatinmind,Reyquicklycalmedhimselfbeforestartingtosearchforthemechanism…andnot

longafter,hefoundit!

Themechanismitselfresembledacirculardoorhandle,andafterReypulledit,thelargedoorinstantly

beganshaking!

Takingafewstepsback,Reycouldonlystarewide-eyedasthedoorfinallyswungopenafewseconds

later.

Delighted,Reythenyelled,“M-Mr.Crawford,comequick!Thedoor’sopen!”

Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlyturnedtochargefortheexit…andmomentslater,bothofthemfound

themselvesstaringatthelargescorpions—thathadnowstoppedintheirtracks—fromtheothersideof

thegiantdoor…

Shortlyafter,thescorpionsbeganretreating,promptingtheconfusedReytoask,“…Huh?They’re…not

chasingafterus…?”



Staringastheyscuttledoff,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Indeed…I’massumingthatthey’reafraidof

somethinginhere!”
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Aftersayingthat,GeraldturnedaroundandbeganexploringthisnewplacewithRey…

Shortlyafter,theycameacrossaspringofsortsthathadcrystalclearwaterthatsplashedalloverthe

place…

Naturally,thissurprisedtheduo.Tothinkthattherewouldbeaspringhereofallplaces…

“Howoddtofindaspringoutoftheblue!”exclaimedReyashewalkedovertothebodyofflowing

waterbeforescoopingsomeuptodrink…

Eyes-wideningthesecondhegulpeddown,Reycouldn’thelpbutturntofaceGeraldasheadded,“Holy!

Thewater’ssweet!”

Reyhadnevertastedsuchsweetandrefreshingspringwaterinhisentirelife!

Hearingthat,Geraldwalkedoveraswelltotastethewater…andtruetoRey’swords,thewatertruly

wasrathersweet.



Thefactthataspringwithsuchsweetwaterwasdownhereinthishorribleplacetrulywasmystifying…

BeforeReycouldtakeanotherscoop,thewatersuddenlybeganbubbling,causingtheyouthtofreezein

surprise.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforetheentirespringwasfilledwithbubbles,andwithinseconds,allthewater

suddenlyevaporated!

“…H-huh?Thehell?Howdidallthewatersuddenlydisappear!”exclaimedReyinanincreduloustone.

BeforeGeraldcouldeventheorize,however,acrisp‘crack’couldbeheardfromthemiddleofthedried-

outspring…

Fixingtheirgazesonthesourceofthesound,theduosimplywatchedasaslabofstonesuddenlybegan

risingfromthecenterofthedried-outspring…

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,GeraldandReyslowlywalkedoverasthestoneslabshiftedtothe

side…revealingwhatappearedtobeadarkenedentrancethatleddownward!

WhileRey’sfirstreactionwastostareatGeraldindisbelief,Geraldhimselfwasalreadyshininghis

flashlighttoilluminatethebottomofthehole…

Awhilelater,Geraldwordlesslybegandescendingthehole…Ofcourse,uponseeingthat,Reyhadno

choicebuttofollowhimdown…

Theholeitselfledtoaflatpath,andtheduowalkedonuntiltheyeventuallycameacrossahuge

chamber…



Seeingthattherewasagoldencasketinthemiddleofthechamber,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“…I-

isthatwhatIthinkitis…?Mygod!Thischamber…it’satomb!”

AsReywonderedhowthehelltheirexpeditionendedupbecomingatombexploration,Geraldhimself

beganwalkingdeeperintothetomb…

Itwasonlyafewstepslaterwhenthecandlesinthechambersuddenlyletup,instantlybrighteningthe

entiretomb…

Nowthateverythingwaswelllit,Geraldnoticedthattherewasatombstonewithinthechamber.

Walkingoverandseeingthatancientscripthadbeencarvedontothetombstone,Geraldturnedtolook

atReybeforeasking,“Say,canyoureadthis?”

GeraldknewthatReywasatopstudent,whichwaswhyhefeltthatReyhadachanceofdeciphering

thetext.

Regardless,Reyquicklyjoggedoverbeforehavingalookatthetombstone…

Ittookhimawhile,buteventually,Reyreplied,“Well…Itcontainsinformationaboutthistomb’sowner,

Mr.Crawford!FromwhatI’vegathered,theownerofthetombgoesbyTaliasYah,andhewasageneral

inanancientcountrycalledZanekh…Tothinkthatthetombofsuchagreatgeneralcouldbefound

withinMountDakriont…Howstupefying!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldimmediatelyknewthattheycouldn’ttouchanythinginhere.Afterall,

triggeringatrapinsuchahigh-profiletombwouldsurelyspelltheirdoom…



Ashewasthinkingofthat,thecornerofGerald’seyessuddenlycaughtaglimpseofafamiliarsymbolon

thegoldencasket…Wherehadheseenthatbefore…
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LookingatGerald’sraisedeyebrow,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…somethingwrong,Mr.Crawford…?

Didyoufindsomething…?”

“…Seethatsymbolthere?IfeellikeI’veseenitsomewherebefore…”mutteredGeraldashecontinued

flippingthroughhismemories…

Sometimelater,hesuddenlyyelled,“Iremembernow!”

Followingthat,Geraldfishedthemapoutbeforequicklyscanningthroughit.

Raisingaslightbrow,Reytheninchedclosertolookatthemapaswell…andwhenhefinallyrealized

thattheexactsymbol—onthecasket—couldbefoundonthemap,Reyimmediatelyexclaimed,“…Holy,

isthat…Then…Insteadofgoingafterthetreasure,Tyewastryingtolocatethistombthisentire

time…?!”

“I’mguessingso!”repliedGeraldwithanod,finallyahundredpercentsurethatTyewasuptonogood.



Butwhatwashescheming…?

AsGeraldwaswonderingaboutthat,TyeandhismenfinallymadeittoMoonbeamVillage…

DespiteGeraldtakingpityonthemandallowingthemtolive,Tyewasn’tabouttogiveuponhisgoals

thateasily.Still,withoutthemap,Tyeandhismenhadremainedlostinthemountain’sforestsfor

ages…

Regardless,uponattemptingtostepfootintothevillage,Stanton—whojustsohappenedtosee

them—immediatelyrushedoverbeforeasking,“Andwhomightallofyoube?”

AsmoreofthevillagersranovertostandbehindStanton,theyknewwhyhewasbeingsovigilant.After

all,Tyeandhismenlookedincrediblysuspicious…

Raisingaslightbrow,Tyethenglaredattheoldmanbeforereplyinginanannoyedtone,“Thatisn’t

important.Regardless,haveyourecentlycomeacrossthreeindividualsdressedlikeus?”

Stantonwasnoidiot.FromTye’sexpressionalone,hecouldalreadytellthatthemanwasn’tagood

person.Withthat,hesimplyshookhisheadashereplied,“…I’mafraidnot!It’sbeenagessinceanyone

fromtheoutsideworldcametoourvillage!Speakingoftheoutsideworld,howdidallofyougethere?”

Uponhearingthat,Tyesquintedhiseyesatthechief,wonderingiftheoldmanwastellingthetruth…

Unfortunately,atthatverymoment,ayoungwomancamejoggingtowardStantonwhileyelling,“The

meal’sready,chief!Havethethreewisemenreturnedyet?”

WhileStantonwassurprisedtohearthatstatement,Tyeandhismenimmediatelyfrowned.



NowfullyawarethatStantonhadliedtothem,Tyethenyelled,“Howdareyoulietome,oldman!”

Stantonhimselfwasatalossforwords.Thatyoungwomantrulyhadarrivedattheworstpossible

time…

SeeingthatStantonwasn’tkeenonreplying,Tyethengrabbedtheoldmanbyhiscollarbeforeroaring,

“Enoughgames!Wherethehellarethosethree!”

ItwasclearbynowthatTye’shatredforGeraldwasbeyondwords…Tyehimselfhadevenswornto

showGeraldnomercythenexttimetheybumpedintohim.

Whateverthecasewas,StantonhardlyevenflinchedatTye’sattemptatintimidatinghim.Instead,the

oldmansimplyreplied,“HowshouldIknow?Theysimplyleftwithouttellinguswheretheywere

headedto!”

“Areyouhonestlystilllyingtome?Don’tblamemeforbeingruthlessthen!”scowledTyewithasnort,

hisguttellinghimthatGeraldandhispartywerewellacquaintedwithStanton.Afterall,whyelsewould

theoldmanlieaboutsomethinglikethis?

Followingthat,Tyeorderedhismentogatherallthevillagers.Oncethatwasdone,Tyealsoinstructed

themtotieStantontothepillaratthevillage’sentrance…

“I’mgoingtoaskonefinaltime…Tellmewheretheywent!”shoutedTye,believingthattheoldman

wouldfinallyspillthebeansnow.

“I’vealreadytoldyou,Idon’tknow!”
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DespitehowseriousStantonlookedashescowledback,Tyewasn’tbuyingit.

Nowfullyenraged,Tyeglaredathismenbeforeordering,“Men!Beatthisoldb*starduptillhetalks!”

Hearingthat,twoofTye’smenthensteppedforwardwithwhipsinhand…andwithouttheslightest

mercy,theybeganwhippingthepooroldman!

Naturally,theothervillagersinstantlybecameenraged,andsomeofthebolderonesevenrushed

forwardtorescuetheirpoorchief!

Seeingthat,Tyesimplyshookhishead,glaringatthosewhodaredopposehimashishandquickly

reachedoutforhispistol…

Andwithadeafening‘bang’,oneofthecourageousvillagersfloppedtotheground,dead…

Uponwitnessingthathorrifyingscene,noneoftheothervillagersdaredtotakeanotherstepforward…

Tyehimselfsimplysneered,“Listen,everytimeyourefusetotellmewheretheyare,I’lljustkillanother

villager!Withthatinmind,you’dbetterstartfessingupalready!Still,I’mgladnobodyevenknows

aboutyourvillage!Becauseofthat,IcandowhateverIwantwithyou!”



“Chief,justgivethemtheinformation!”calledoutoneofthevillagers,notwantingtheentirevillageto

getmassacredjustforthesakeofprotectingthosethreewisemen.

“Yeah,chief!Ourentirevillageisatstakehere!”

“Please,justtellthem,chief…!”

Oneafteranother,thevillagerscontinuedpleadingStantontoshareGerald’slocationwiththem…and

eventually,thechiefknewhedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoice.Afterall,heneededtoprioritizehis

village’ssafety.

Withthat,Stantonsighedbeforedeclaring,“…Fine.I’lltellyouononecondition!Youhavetoleaveus

onceyougettheinformation!Deal?”

“Deal!”repliedTyewithouttheslightesthesitation.

“They’vegonedeeperintothemountain!Tobemorespecific,theyenteredacavewithtwostonepillars

beforeit!”saidStanton.

Hearingthat,Tye’sexpressioninstantlysoured.TothinkthatGeraldwasabletolocatetheexactcave

Tyehimselfwastryingtolookfor!

“Hah!Notbad…”repliedTyewithanod,asinistersmileonhisfaceasheslowlyaimedhisgunat

Stanton’schest…andwiththepullofatrigger,abulletshotthroughtheoldman’schest.



“C-chief…!”criedoutthevillagersasStantonspatoutamouthfulofblood…beforehisheaddrooped

andhislimbswentcompletelylimp…

Afterstaringforawhileattheirchief’sfreshcorpse,severalofthevillagersturnedtoglareatTyewhile

roaring,“How…Howinhumane…!Youutterb*stard…!”

“Youpromisedyou’dleaveusbe!Whydidyouhavetokillourchief?!Youdemon!”

Uponhearingallthosecurses,Tye’sfrownonlyworsenedasheaimedhispistolatthevillagers…and

justlikethat,severalmorevillagersfelltotheground,dead.

Eachbullethadhititsmark,andasTyereloadedhisgun,heyelledout,“Killthemall!Makesureyou

don’tmissanyone!”

Noddinginresponse,Tye’smenthenretrievedtheirknives…andthemassacresoonbegan.

BythetimeTyeandhismenweredone,theentirevillagepopulationhadbeenwipedout.Moonbeam

villagewasnomore…

Howabsolutelyvile…

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1919



MovingbacktoGeraldandRey,theyhadnowayofknowingaboutthemassacrethathadtakenplaceat

MoonbeamVillage.Evenso,itwasprettymuchguaranteedthatGeraldwouldn’tletTyeandhismenoff

thesecondhefoundoutaboutwhattheyhaddone…

Regardless,sincetheywerebothstandingbeforethecasketnow,Reywaspromptedtoask,“Should…

weopenthecasketandhavealookinside,Mr.Crawford…?”

“Negative.Itrulybelievethatsomethingterriblewillhappenifwedo,”repliedGerald,instantlycausing

Reytogiveuponhisidea.

Evenso,hecouldn’thelpbutremaincuriousaboutthecontentsofthegoldencasket.Afterall,Tyehad

beentryingsohardtosearchforit.Whatkindoftreasureslaywithin…?

“…Say,Mr.Crawford?WhatkindsoftreasuresdoyouthinkareinthistombforTyetotravelsofarjust

toobtainthem…?”askedRey.

Shakinghisheadinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Ihavenoidea,thoughIbelievethethingshe’safterlies

withinthatcasket!”

ThoughGeraldknewthatthecasketwasbadnews,healsohadaprettygoodideathatitcontained

somethingextremelyvaluable.Afterall,Tyewastryingsohardtogetit.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenbegansearchinghighandlowaroundthechamber.Afterall,he

wassickofremainingtrappedinhere.

Reystarteddoingthesame,andwiththeircombinedefforts,theduoeventuallymanagedtofindaway

out!



Quicklymakingtheirwayout,thetwosoonfoundthemselvessteppingintoaforestofsorts…

Still,GeraldandReyweremuchtoogladtofinallybeabletoseetheskyagaintobebotheredbythat.

Withhowstaletheairinthecavehadbeen,thetwomencouldn’thelpbutfeelextremelyrelaxednow

thattheycouldfinallytakewhiffsoffreshair…

Exhalingloudly,Reythensatonthegroundbeforeexclaiming,“Thankgodwe’refinallyoutofthatplace,

Mr.Crawford…!”

“Indeed!Let’sheadbacknow!”repliedGerald.

Atthatverymoment,bothoftheirearsperkedasseveralrustlingsoundscouldbeheardinthedistance!

Immediatelygettingvigilant,theduothenhidthemselveswellbeforepeekingouttoseewhowas

makingallthatnoise…andthesecondtheysawtheculprits,GeraldandReywererightfullysurprised.

“Mr.Crawford…!It’sTyeandhismen!”whisperedRey.

Geraldhimselfwasmuchtoobusywonderinghowtheyhadfoundtheirwayheresoquicklywithoutthe

map.

Whateverthecasewas,Tyeandhismenappearedtobefullyfocusedongettingtothecave.Withthat

inmind,theywereunabletodetectGeraldandRey…

Rememberingthatthecavewasn’ttoofarofffromhere,Geraldhadahunchthatthegroupwouldsoon



comeacrossit…

Evenso,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutwonderiftheywouldbeabletogetintothecaveinthefirstplace.
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