’ewhat unsettled

- As Aline departed, her thoughts were in turmoil.

She knew that even if she managed to marry Albert, i
she needed something to secure her position in the
Waston family.

She pondered over what could be her trump card in
this situation, and it hit her — a child!

She was unable to have a child with Albert due to her
infertility, so having a child with her own bloodline
became her top priority.

Aline sat in her car, lost in thought for a while,
contemplating the child she had abandoned — her
daughter. She realized that she had to get her bac




e remained devoid of emotion.

She didn't harbor any resentment toward Aline, justa
profound sense of repugnance. |

- Rena could plot against Aline without letting her
- emotions get in the way, much like what Aline had
~ done to her in the past. This time, however, Rena was
 the one in control, and Aline was ensnared in her trap.

Aline drove to an orphanage, where the director was
| waiting to meet her.

f In the simple and cramped office, the director pourgd
. Aline a glass of water. Seated across from her, the

rector inquired hesitantly. "Miss Hanson, are yo

|

re to see your daughter today?" 3

ice trembled with anxiety. ‘| need to take




Pushing up her thick-framed glasses, shi

| slowly, "Miss Hanson, truthfully, we shoul g

| accepted your child when you brought her here
you insisted on abandoning her! Furthermore, w b
signed an agreement. According to its terms,

suitable family is willing to adopt her, we have the
authority to place her."

While explaining, the director retrieved the agreement. i

Aline stared at the agreement in her hands.

She had indeed signed it.

But what did it matter? She had given birth to the Chlld
and no one else had the right to keep her.

Aline defiantly tore the agreement to shreds.

With a bitter sneer, she declared, "Il give yoL t
million dollars! Give me back my daughterl" :




all was answered.

| Margot said in a hushed tone, "Mrs. Fowle
carried out your instructions. Indeed, someon :
Miss Hanson is not suited to raise a chilc
Furthermore, on behalf of the children here, | want
express my gratitude for your generous donation of
five million and for constructing a new building for
them." #

On the other end of the line, Rena replied with a faint
smile, "Don't concern yourself with the threat of a
lawsuit. Your main focus should be on the well-being
of the children.”

With that, she hung up the phone.

Rena remained at the window. A servant approache
~ with a glass of warm milk and whispered, "Mr. Fc
" called and asked you to have some milk and.
 awhile.’ i




ﬁer mind was in turmoil.

That night, she visited Albert's apartment.

As he opened the door, his hair was still wet and I,'l,q
was clad in a bathrobe, indicating he had Juj],,
showered. i

The lingering scent of a woman's perfume filled the

room.

J|
As expected, a tall woman emerged from the bedroom, -

wrapped in a bath towel. and hugged Albert from
behind, her beautiful eyes filled with hostility.. "Alberl
who's this old woman?'

A shadow crossed Aline’s face, her expression
‘somber. i




why C _you have to spendtime w&h Wi -
Albert didn't pay much attention to her.

He walked to the sofa, sat down with his legs spre

lit a cigarette, and glanced at her. "It's none of
business. Miss Hanson, why do you love me? I'm

a playboy. | have no intention of inheriting any famlly
business. Just give up! The exit is on your left.”

Aline's eyes blazed with fury.

She had gone to great lengths to please Rena and had ‘_
humbled herself before Vera.

She had even visited the orphanage to retrieve her
child. "

She did all these things for him!




- She had been intimate with various men, but nor
stirred her like Albert.

She felt as though they were meant to be togethe

As a woman, Aline had her desires. Therefore, she
took the initiative.

Their clothes fell to the floor one by one.

She wrapped her arms around his neck and kissed him
passionately. When consumed by passion, she
touched his handsome face and whispered, "Albert,
you are so charming!"

Albert gazed at the woman in his embrace, a trace of
imperceptible sarcasm in his eyes. e

But their intense lovemaking didn't stop.




| It was love that seemed to last for eternity.
|
~ Despite endless temptations, they never wavered.
They held themselves and their spouses to high
standards, continually striving to improve.

Aline was unaware of his thoughts.

She believed that Albert desired freedom within
marriage. Consequently, she merely listened and
didn't take his words seriously.
She brought up another matter.

Albert glanced at her.




- wasn't qualified to stay overnight. Anyway, it
| matter. Once she pleased Albert's father, she wou
. have trouble marrying into their family.

Without trying to retort, Aline finally left.

Albert took a shower to rid himself of the scent of
women.

After feeling fresh, he stood by the French window
and sipped on a drink.

Over the years, he had indulged in such a hedonistic

lifestyle, and manipulating women's emotions had

become second nature to him. Although Aline was

good at hooking up with men, she couldn't compet 8
~ with him in this aspect. et

atters of physical and emotional rel
took impulsive feelings seriou




\s Aline watched Rena approach, she co

but compare herself with Rena. Aline felt he

Rena seemed meager in comparison 1o R
emerald jewelry, but she still complimented. "Re a,
you look stunning tonight in that outfit."

Rena glanced at her.
She knew what was going through Aline's mind. She
simply smiled in response. Then she entered the

mansion, with Wendy accompanying her.

Rena had a close relationship with the Smith family,
so there was no need for her to present an invitation.

Aline followed her.

e presence could be
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 But she hadn't expected that Albert would
- attending the banquet as well.

He was typically quite frivolous, but tonight he wa"s?rl";
dressed formally, exuding an air of an elite, which

caught Aline's attention.

Kyle from Heron had significant business dealings
with Zack's father.

And Rena had a good relationship with Zack's father,
so of course, they knew each other.

Noticing Rena, Kyle greeted her warmly. "Rena, | heard
" from Brandon that you're pregnant. | didn't expectyou
1o attend this banquet. How have you been? Brandon
 really misses you!"

polite smile, “I've bee

plied with

[} ”! i

M !




~ Aline wasn't widely known, so Kyle could
overlooked her.

But for Rena's sake, he extended a hand to Aline.

Rena added quickly, "And she's Albert's girlfriend.”

Kyle was surprised by Rena's words. Aline appeared‘to:’;"'.
be in her early 30s, whereas Albert was only in his 20s.

Slightly displeased, he maintained a polite smile.

Aline felt somewhat anxious.

However, Rena diffused the tension with h_er‘s;;.
 “Albert is young and has many women. line h
endured quite a lot!" b




A flicker of tenderness graced Kyles featu

patted Rena on the shoulder, saying, "Rena, |
apprecuate that you are wullmg to take care of Alber
for me.’ |

Rena replied with a faint smile, "You're welcome. It's -
all Aline's credit. ' '

Aline immediately smiled at Kyle.

Kyle finally looked at her and asked casually, "When
are you going to start shootmg7' i

Rena spoke very highly of Aline with just a few wo d g

~ So Aline had to make the, movne Once the |
 achieved success, she would have a char
Albert ;However Aline hesﬂate




ded, "lnd'e_éd',féh =

y in love with Albert. Mr.

. break up such an affec‘tiona'te cbuple."' e

|

As a shrewd businessman, Kyle might
reservations about Aline, but he needed
investment. So, he smiled and said, "Of course | w
As long as Albert is happy! Don't worry, Rena, I'm
open-minded.”

Rena responded with a polite smile.

Aline observed their interaction carefully.




L
|

. So she instructed Wendy, 'fG‘o ahea_d' and get |

Wendy glanced at Albert, smiled, and entered the car.

Standing in the da‘rk"’fnight, Albert gazed at Rena
across from him. Nt

Even if the overcoat she wore had shielded her
elegant attire, her beautiful face remained striking. It
was undeniable that Rena was beautiful, but her allure
lay mostly in her temperament.

She exuded a mature, feminine aura that‘ygﬁ i
women couldn't replicate, and she possessed c
unigue purity. i




