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Catalina‘s POV

I woke up pretty early, the sun was just coming up. I decided to get up and maybe
go for a run. I dress in some work out clothes and head out my door. But I run into
someone again.

“Oh goddess I‘m sorry. I really need to watch where I‘m going.” I say. “Well well w
ell red we have to stop meeting like this.” Jet says with a laugh. “I‘m thinking you
are
doing this on purpose.” I say. He smiles wide. “We are feeling confident today are
we?” He says laughingly. “Where are you headed anyways?” He asks, “Where are
you headed?”

“I‘m headed to training.” He says.

“Can I come?” I ask without thinking.

“I’d have to get the Alphas permission.” He walks over to the Alpha office and I ju
st stand there waiting. He pops his head in then right back out.

“Come on let‘s not be late!” Wow, that was fast. Jet grabs my hand
and leads me down the stairs. I‘m excited to train again it‘s been so long. We mak
e our way out of the pack house and towards the training facility.

“So you any good? Have you trained before?” He asked.

“I trained at my last pack. They said I was pretty good.” I say.

“Humble. Good. I‘ll start you off easy though. Don‘t be insulted. You have to earn
your spot. No matter how beautiful you are.”

He thinks I‘m beautiful? I feel my face flush. He laughs.

“You‘re cute you know that.” He says.Why is he so good at just saying things like
that. We walk into the facility and over to a group of warriors.

“Everyone
this is Catalina. She‘s joining us for training. This is her first day, just keep that in
mind.” He says. There are 4 guys and 2 girls in the group. They all smile at me and
Jet leaves.
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“Hey Catalina I‘mWarren. This is Dan, Sara, Josh, Ti, and Miles.” The tallest guy in
the group.

“Welcome to level one.” Sara says.

“Level one?” I ask

“Yeah we‘re all new or young. Everyone starts at level one.” Miles says.

“How many levels are there?” I ask

“8, then there‘s elite.” Sara says.

“What do the trainings consist of?” I ask.

“Pretty basic. We have some group work outs, group runs, sparing, and
we do challenges if someone wants to move up.” Warren says.

“We should stretch before we get started.” Ti yells at us.

“She a bit bossy.” Sara says with a smile. We do some stretches and Sara helps me
with some basic moves they‘ve already learned. Then we get started with the wo
rk out. Then we do the run. Now it‘s sparing time. Sara asks to pair up and I agree.

“Sara do me a favor.” I ask
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“Actually, please don‘t. Don‘t hold back. Because I won‘t.” She looks a bit surprise
d but smiles and nods at me. We take our positions and get started sparing. Sara i
s fast but I‘m much faster and I can see it in her eyes. I don‘t want to hurt her so I‘l
l try to end this fast. I put her in a
grab and flip her. I wrap my legs around her neck and pull
her arm back. She taps out. When we stand up I help her.

“What are you doing in level one?” She asks.

“I‘m new.” I say.

“You will definitely need to challenge today.” Sara says. Before I could stop her s
he heads over to someone I don‘t know.

“You do need to challenge up. You won‘t get better until you are challenged. You
will probably be challenged a few times today.” Ti says to me.

“Challenge time!” Jet yells out over the groups.



“Let‘s see who wants to challenge today. Well looks like Red is challenging for lev
el 5? That can‘t be right. Sara?” Jet asks.

“That‘s correct. Honestly it could be higher
but I wanted to see what she could do.” Sara says. “Very well. Catalina step forwa
rd. And challenger will be Ace.” I hear a lot of whispers. Sara walks

over

“If a challenger loses they lose there spot and get
pushed back. He will fight hard for his spot. But you got it. You‘re fast. Don‘t worr
y about hurting him. Everyone will respect you more if you
hurt him.” Sara leads me to the mat and steps off to the side. A man with short bl
ack hair joins me on the mat.

“Challengers ready?” Jet says. : “Ready.” We say in unison.

“Begin.” Jet says
and we start circling each other. He looks very capable of breaking me. I needed t
o be fast and keep my distance. He takes a step forward and
changes directions. I moved fast and then slow. He swings high and I aim for his ri
bs. I connect and I remembered this feeling. I stepped back and
he follows. He uses his foot but I block it. He was trying to close the distance bet
ween us. I swung my leg around to try and open him up. He took the bait and I pu
nched
his chest with my right. He staggered back. This time I‘m closed the gap and aime
d for his face. When he looked up he saw my fist. I connected and broke his nose.
I guess I just break everyone‘s nose. He kicked me in the chest putting space bet
ween us.We started
circling again. I felt the heat in my body rise. He came at me again but this time h
e was going to kick. He threw his leg up and I caught it. Then I rammed my elbow
down on his leg
breaking it. He screamed out in pain and tapped. I know it was brutal but I also kn
ew he‘d heal. I hear the crowd cheer.

“Our winner!” Jet cheers. Everyone comes up to me
and congratulates me. I look up and see Liam standing next to Jet and thank god
dess he had a smile on his face. When the celebration dies down Liam is beside m
e.

S

IET

“Are you mad?” I ask. He looks at me surprised. “Why would I be mad? I would hav
e liked to be informed, just so I could watch, but no I’m
not mad. “Oh did Jet not.?”

Liam laughs. That‘s Jet for ya. I told you you are welcomed to train. I am surprised
to see how good you are.” He says.



“I trained elite at my last pack.” I say.

“That explains that.” Jet says walking up to us. “Why didn‘t you tell me. I wouldn‘
t have put you at level one.” He says.
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“Is Ace going to be alright?” I ask. “He‘ll be fine. His ego is a bit bruised but he‘ll li
ve.” Jet says.

“Why don‘t you go and get changed. We have to go to town soon, remember?” Lia
m says to me.

“Oh right. Thanks Jet for taking me to training. Liam I should be ready in 45 mins.
” Irun back to the pack house. I run up to the room and take a quick shower. I get
dressed and made my way back downstairs. When I step outside I see Liam leanin
g up against a car. He sees me and smiles.

“Ready to go beautiful?” He asks. I nod and he opens the car door for me. He goes
around to the drivers seat and starts the car.

“No Carrie?” I ask.

“Nolwant you all to myself today.” He says with a smile. I blush in response. We dr
ive out to town and Liam parks the car. We walk into the studio where Sebastian
meets us with smiles and hugs. He takes me to the back of the studio and I see he
has all new supplies for me. I smiled big and thank him. Then Sebastian leaves me
and Liam.

“Is it ok that I‘m here?” Liam asks.

“Yes but don‘t watch me. It will make me nervous.” I
say with a smile. He walks over
stopping in front me. I look up to meet his eyes. His fingers graze my cheek and m
y body warms to his touch.

“I wouldn‘t want to make you nervous Lina.” He moves a strand of hair behind my
ear. I knew he wanted to kiss me but I pulled back. He smiled.

“I‘ll do some work on my phone for a bit and then I’ll go get us some lunch, how‘s
that?” He asks. I knew my face was red so I just nodded and turned to the canvas.
I pushed what just happened out of my mind. I don‘t even know what‘s going on
with us. I don‘t need another Alpha to have me until things get hard, and then tos
s me aside. But he does seem different than Andrew, stronger. Maybe this is why!
couldn‘t mate with Andrew, maybe Kayla or Kehlani
knew I needed a stronger mate. Maybe the Moon Goddess didn‘t want to tell me
because I wouldn‘t have believed her. I started to paint as I thought over what ha
s happened the last few



days. I still felt an ache in my heart but I have to be honest, nothing like the mom
ent I got rejected. Honestly there were times when I felt nothing at all. I had hear
d stories of people being rejected. People have died from it, they live a life in pai
n, or suffer greatly. Maybe I didn‘t feel so much pain because I was meant to be w
ith Liam all this time. After some time had past of me painting | hear Liam clear is
throat, I almost forgot her was here. I look over and he‘s smiling.

“Looking good beautiful.” He says

“Me or the painting?” I ask feeling flirty. He gets up and comes to stand in front o
f me.

“Always you.” He says low and this time he kisses me, and I let him. I feel a connec
tion when our lips touch. His kiss was sweet but with a purpose. When we pull aw
ay,

“I‘ve been wanting to do that since the moment I saw you.” He whispers. Our eyes
meet and I feel the need to kiss him more but I hold back.

“How about I go get us lunch now?“I nod in agreement. And just like that he head
s out. I’m still left wondering what will happen between us. Will he leave me like
Andrew? I turn back to the painting. Trying to focus is hard. That kiss was good, a
nd felt different. FOCUS LINA! The sky the sky, I‘m painting the sky. After a few m
inutes of focus painting ihear the door open. Liam comes around the corner with
our food. I put the brush down and get myself cleaned up. We sit on the floor and
eat our lunch. We talked about going shopping after I was done and about me co
ntinuing my training. We did not talk about the kiss.

When I was done with the painting I took a step back and looked at the whole pic
ture. I was really lovely.
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“Why are you holding back?” Kayla asks.

“Kayla? Because I just got rejected. I don‘t want to be hurt again.” I say annoyed.
She doesn‘t respond. I haven‘t heard from her much lately. That was weird. I now
notice Liam is in front of me with a concerned look on his face.

“Are you ok? Do you not like it?” He asks.

“Oh nollove it too. It‘s just..” I trail off how dol explain this without saying everyt
hing.

“What Lina? You can tell me anything.” He says.

“My wolf. I haven‘t heard from her in days and then she asked me a question out
of nowhere.”



“What did she ask?” He asks

“She asked me why I‘m holding back with you.” I say bluntly.

“You are holding back?” He looks surprised by my words.

“Well yeah. I just got rejected. And I don‘t want that to happen again. I don‘t want
to be used again.” | say wrapping my arms around
myself. I feel too exposed. He looks sad. He pulls me to sit down on the couch wit
h him. He takes my hands into his. He‘s quiet for a moment.

“Lina I‘m sorry you have felt used by
other people. I‘m sorry other people have hurt you. I’m sorry! wasn‘t your first ma
te. But I have a feeling you are my second chance, and I thinklam
yours. I know my words probably sound like ones you have heard before, but Lina
I‘m not going to use you. And I would
never reject you. The moon Goddess gave us a rare gift
and I‘m never going to let it go. I understand you
will need time to process everything. Just know I am here and always will be. We
can take things as slow
as you need to. Time will show my true intentions with you.” He kisses the back o
f my hand. I honestly didn‘t know what to say. I need time and I need actions
not just words. I know it‘s not fair to hold the actions of others against him, but I‘
m damaged, I‘m broken.

“I‘m sorry.” Is all I can come up with.

“What could you possibly have to be sorry for?” He asks.

“That I‘m broken.” I can‘t hold back my tears and they flow frommy eyes. I burry
my face in my hands. Liam pulls me into his lap and wraps his arms around me.

“Lina you aren‘t broken. You‘re hurting. Please don‘t cry.” He whispers in my ear.
His touch calms me and I take a few deep breaths trying to control myself. He
pulls me
into him tighter and rests his chin on my shoulder. I wipe the last tears frommy e
yes and look at him.

“Do you feel better?” He asks. I nod.

“Do you still want to go shopping?” He asks. I nod again.

“You ever going to talk again?” He was teasing me. I smile and nod. He tries to tic
kle me and I try pushing his hands away.

“I‘ll stop when you say something.” He says laughing. “Haha something.” I say bet
ween laughs. He stops and stands up with me in his arms.



“Good nowwe can go shopping.” He places me on the ground and kisses my foreh
ead. He takes my hand and the next two hours we spend buying me new clothes.
His phone dings and he smiles at it,

“Your room is ready.” He says. “Do you want to go see it?” He asks me.

“Yes please.” He takes my hand and we make our way back to the pack house. Wh
en we arrived to the pack house, an omega came and grabbed my bags. Then Lia
m takes my hand and leads me upstairs.
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“This is your room. Yes I made it next to mine on purpose. I‘m sorry if that seems
possessive. Carrie told me it might come off strong but I want my intentions for y
ou to be clear.” He squeezes my hand. He opened the door and we stepped inside.
There was a large bed in the middle with wood posts and a canopy. There was a
walk in closet and my own bathroom. There was a tree, yes tree, in the corner of t
he room with a comfy looking chair and a bookshelf. A large window behind the b
ed that looked out over the forest. The bathroom had a bathtub and a stand alon
e shower, a large sink and mirror. Everything was so nice.

“Do you like it?” He asks me.

“I love it.” I say truthfully. He smiles and pulls me into a hug, I hug him back. I
don‘t want to lean into him so easily, but it‘s hard when everything inside me just
wants to.

“Then do it.“Kayla say.

“Don‘t
just come in when you want to. Talk to me or leave me alone Kayla.” I hiss at her. I
‘ve always wanted my wolf back when she was lost fromme
for years, now she is like a stranger to me. I‘m so confused about what‘s going on
with her and I don‘t have anyone to talk about it with.

“I know you are upset with me Lina. Soon / will reveal it to you. I know that‘s not w
hat you want to hear. I can tell you, you can lean into Liam. You can mark Liam.” Iju
mp back from Liam after hearing what Kayla just said. Liam looks confused.

“What do you mean? Why is Liam different then
Andrew? Is he really my second chance mate?” | asked.

“He is different. Your connection with him is
different. Im not saying do it right now. In time.”

says.

Kayla



WHY CANT ANYTHING BE SIMPLE?

“What‘s going on in your head beautiful?” Liam asks.

“My wolf again.” Is all I can say. Im not going to tell him I can mark him. I don‘t kn
ow if leven want to.

“Is she warning you against me or something?” He asked. “No the opposite actual
ly.” He looks surprised.

“Well I won‘t pry. Im glad your wolf
likes me. And I‘m glad you like the room. I have a few things to take care of, but I‘l
l check on you before I go to bed, ok?” He says

“Of course. I have a lot to unpack.”I look at my bags of clothes. He smiles and kiss
es my forehead
again. He left and I get to unpacking. Once I was done I changed into some night c
lothes and crawled into my new bed. I turned the tv on and just relaxed. I must ha
ve fallen asleep because the next thing I know feel a hand on my face. The hand c
ups my cheek then lets go. I open my eyes and I reach my hand out to grab Liam‘s
hand. Liam turns
to me. Without even thinking I pull him in bed next to me. He lays down and I curl
in next to him savoring his warmth. I fall back asleep in his arms.
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Over the next few days I‘ve started to get into a routine here. I wake up, get read
y. Jet and I head to training, I found out he sleeps on the same floor as me and he
will be the next Beta. After training I get breakfast, spend time with Carrie or Sar
a, we‘ve become closer. Then lunch, around
that time Liam comes out of his office and we spend time together, either watchi
ng a movie, going for a run, or I tag along with him doing some pack stuff. I‘m seei
ng more of the pack and getting more questions about me and Liam. Liam hasn‘t
slept in my bed with me since
that first night. We haven‘t talked more about my family, the war, or my wolf. An
d honestly I haven‘t brought it up. This feels like my escape and I need it. To just b
e normal. Today Liam is taking me into town to see Sebastian again, he has somet
hing he wants to show us something new.

“Ready to go beautiful?” Liam asks as he opens the car door for me.

“Yes I am excited to see what it is.” I say getting into the car. Liam gets in the driv
er seat and we head into town. We pull up to the studio and head inside.
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Sebastian greets us at the door.

“Ah finally! Come with me.” He says and grabs my hand. We make our way to
the other side of the studio to a back room. The room is full of supplies and a sing
le painting in the middle. We stop in front of it, it‘s covered.

“Are you ready?” He asks. Liam stops at the doorway and leans against it. I nod ex
cited. He removes the cover and I am amazed. It‘s a beautiful painting of a girl wit
h red hair. Her hair is flowing all around with bright vibrant colors. It is only the pr
ofile of the girls face as she is looking to the right. There are vibrant colors of blu
e and green and shapes all around the girls face. But the
girls face is pained in black and white. It‘s me. He painted me. No one has painted
me before. I run my fingers over the painting.

“Do you like it?” Sebastian whispers. I look at him and smile.

“No one has ever painted me before.” I say. “I love it.” Looking back at the paintin
g. I glance over the painting at Liam and he had a big smile on his face.

“Did you know?” | ask. “Maybe.” He says with a grin. He comes over and
steps behind me looking at the painting. “It‘s your best painting yet.” Liam says t
o Sebastian.

“Halthink
you are a biased based on the subject matter.” Sebastian says. Liam laughs.

“You‘re probably right.” “I will grab us some drinks. I’ll be right back.” Sebastian s
ays. Then he leaves. “Lina i want to ask you something.” I turn to him. “Will you go
on a date with me?” He asks.

i have to admit I thought he would ask me sooner.

“Yes.” I reply a bit too eager. He wraps me in a hug. “When?” I ask into his chest.

“How about right now?” He says. I pull back from his chest.

“Now?” repeat. He smiles and takes my hand. We walk out into the main room an
d there is a table set up with candles and food. It‘s so sweet and lovely. He takes
me over to the table and pulls out my

+5 Bonus

Can‘t Pretend Forever

“This is so nice Liam. Thank you.” I say “Anything for you beautiful.” He says. He p
ours us wine and we eat. “Lina I have to tell you something.” He says “Ok?”

“I have heard back from the council about my petition for war.” He says “They agr
eed.” He said plainly. I have no idea how I feel. “What does that mean?” I ask.



“Well it means we will formally be at war with Moon Stone Pack. Starting tomorr
ow.” He says.

“I don‘t understand why.” I say

“Because Lina he hurt you and I will not allow that. He will get worse if someone
doesn‘t do something now. And I am not going to let him hurt you again.” He says.

“Because I love you Lina.” He adds. My eyes shoot up to his. He loves me? Just lik
e that? Already? “You don‘t have to say anything. I just wanted you
to know.” “Will you be leaving?” I ask. “Yes, in two days.” He says looking down.

“I have
another pack willing to join the fight and will be meeting with him.” He says. The
rest of the meal was a little quiet.

“I‘m sorry I don‘t want to ruin our date. But I found out today and it felt weird to
keep it from you.” He says glancing up.

“I‘m just worried.” I say. “What about?”

“You”

“Nothing will happen to me.” He reaches out and grabs my hand.

“You don‘t know that.”

“That‘s true. But this is the right thing to do Lina. We don‘t know how many other
s he‘s hurt, or killed.”

Liam‘s right. I probably only survived because of my Phoenix. He‘s probably killed
others that way.

“I‘m trying to understand. But if you are my second chance, I
don‘t want to lose you.” I say. “I will do everything in my power to return back to
you.” He says. “When will you be back?” | ask.

“If all goes according to plan, 4 days. If not a week.” He says. My heart pings.

“Well now that I have ruined our date, let‘s go get dessert.” He says trying to ligh
ten the mood. I give a small smile and he takes my hand. We head out the door an
d down the street. We made our way to an ice cream shop and head inside. We sh
are an ice cream sundae. We didn‘t talk more about the war, instead we talked ab
out the painting, training, and pack gossip I heard from Carrie. When we were do
ne with our sundae we headed back to the pack house. Liam walks me to my bedr
oom door.

“I had a nice time, sorry again I ruined some of it.” He says.



“You didn‘t ruin it. I think I haven’t been asking any questions about things becau
se I‘ve been trying to pretend I‘m normal and everything is fine.” I say looking do
wn at my hands. His hand brings my head up to meet his.
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Can‘t Pretend Forever punts me up and our
lips connect. His Other nang wraps around my waist ana pulis me in. He deepens t
he kiss. It grows wanting.

“Stop fighting and lean in.” Kayla says. And this time I do. Ilean into his kiss and wr
ap my arms around his neck pulling him into me. He lifts me up and I wrap my legs
around his waist and he pins me against the door to my room. I
feel his hands on my a**. His mouth trails down my neck and I‘m breathing

gets to
my marked spot and my core warms and let out a moan. I hear him growl on my sk
in and it sends goosebumps all over my body. One of his hands runs under my shir
t.

“Liam were in the hallway.” I say panting. I feel him smile against my skin and his
hand reaches
for the doorknob. He opens my bedroom door and carries me inside. He closes th
e door and puts my back up against it. He takes off my shirt and starts kissing me
again. I let out another moan into his lips. He takes me over to the bed and lays m
e down. He pulls back and takes his shirt off. He then pulled my shorts off. He kis
ses up my thigh to my underwear. His kisses send chills through my body. My bod
y wanted him. He took off my underwear and started kissing my inner thigh. Then
I felt his
mouth on my nub and it was like electricity. I moaned right away at the feeling. H
e then inserted a finger into me and
I moaned again. Everything he did felt so good.

“You are so wet beautiful. Do you want more?” He asks as he pulls out and pushes
in his finger. I nod. He pulls his finger out.

“I can‘t hear you.” He says teasing me. “Yes!” I moan out. He inserts two fingers, a
nd like a rush I moan.

“I like hearing you moan.” He says. He inserts another finger and I arch my back.

“Do you want me inside you?” He asks. I nod again. He pulls his fingers out and ru
bs his member on my nub.

“I didn‘t hear you.” He is teasing me.

“I want you inside me.” And with that I felt him enter me. It felt
amazing. He let me
adjust to him and then he started moving in and out. Every thrust making it harde
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for me to breath. He buries his face in my neck and kisses my mark spot. My mind
flashed to
what Kayla told me, that I could mark him. But it‘s too soon, too early. I feel him i
nside me hitting all the right spots. I know I‘m going to explode soon. I wrap my l
egs around him pulling him deeper into me. He flips us over and I‘m straddling hi
m. He pulls my hips into him and I grind down. He moans at my movement.

“Damn Lina I‘m not going to last
much longer if you keep that up.” He says with a smirk. “Good because I’m going t
o c*m.” I say panting. Moving up and down I feel the build up.

“C*m for me baby.” He says. I hold on to his chest for balance and then I
feel the release
and let out a moan. Liam grabs my hips and keeps me grinding to ride out my org
a*m. I feel him release too and I lay down on his chest catching my breath.

“Lina I love the cuddle, but you are hot!” He says, and I remembered how hot I can
get. I sit up and smile.

“Sorry
I forgot.” And get off of him and head to the bathroom. I turn the shower on cold
and get in. After a minute Liam joins me in the shower. He washes my body. His h
ands on my body warms my core again. Iturn and face him and he has a smile on hi
s face. He looks me up and down like he‘s hungry for more. I wrap my arms aroun
d him and crash into his lips. He lifts me out of the stream of water and I wrap my
legs around him. I feel his member against me, he already ready to go again. He p
ositions him self at my entrance and slide inside me again not breaking our kiss. I
moan into his mouth. It just feels so good. I want more of him. He moves in and o
ut of me. I kiss down his neck to his marked spot this time. He pulls my body close
to his as graze his spot with my teeth, he lets out a growl. He pulls back and sets
me
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“Liam.”I moan. “I‘m going to.“I moan again. His grip tightens on my a**. I could fe
el his build up, Ilet out a loud moan and released again. I heard Liam moan and rel
ease too. Liam kissed up my neck and I shivered.

“I love hearing you moan my name.” He said in the crook of my neck. “Looks like I‘
m going to have to take another shower.” I say. He pulls back and smiles.

“I promise to be good this
time.” He says with a grin. This time we actually did get cleaned up and out of the
shower.

“Can you stay with me?” I ask him.



“Of course beautiful.” He kisses my temple. We crawled into bed and I curled up n
ext to him. I fall asleep listening to his breathing.
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I wake up to feel light fingertips on
my back. I take a deep breath and breathe in Liam‘s scent.

“Good morning beautiful.” He says in a low
husky voice. I tilt my head up to him and smile. He leans down and kisses me. I squ
eeze him and enjoy the kiss.

“I have to leave, but I wanted to let you wake up first.” He says.

“The other Alpha should be here soon.” He adds. I nodded and unwrapped from hi
m. He gets out of bed
and puts on his clothes. He comes back to the bed and sits next to me.

“I have a dinner with the Alpha tonight. Will you join me? I‘d
like to introduce you as mymate if that‘s ok?” He asks.

His mate? I mean I guess I am. I can‘t pretend I‘m not anymore.

“Yes I will join you.” I said. He smiles and kisses me.

“It will probably be around 7.” He says as he left the room. Literally moments late
r I hear a knock at the door. I was naked so I told them to hold on. I grabbed my ro
be and
opened the door. I was surprised to see Jet at the door, he looked upset? Hurt? M
ad? I couldn‘t tell but he looked me up and down.

“You missed training.” He says. Oh I completely forgot about training.

“But maybe you already had your workout for
today.” He says, and storms off. That was weird. I watched him walk down the hall
way and pass Carrie who looked like she was coming to see me.
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“What‘s stuck up Jet‘s butt?” She asks me.

“I don‘t know. Liam left and then Jet knocked on the door because I missed traini
ng. And then he said maybe I already had my training for today, then stormed off.
” Then Carrie got a big grin on her face.

“What?” I asked. She rolled her eyes and walked past me into my room.

“You are so cute you know that.” She said.

“Omg why does your room smell like s*x?” She turns around slowly to me and I‘m
sure my face was bright red.

“Lina did you and Liam?” She asked. Then I hear her squeal in excitement, why do
es everyone squeal?

“Finally! It‘s taken so long for you two to get it together.
I need details but not too many, he‘s still my cousin.” She grabs me and pulls me t
o
the bed. I told her about the date and the painting. I told her about the kiss and h
ow things escalated, I skipped the shower part, and I told her he stayed the night.
I even told her about the Alpha dinner.

“He‘s going to introduce you as his mate! LINA! I‘m so happy for you both.” She re
ally was.

“What are you going to
wear? What about your hair? Omg we need to plan!” She jumped up from the bed
and straight for my closet. I just sat there giggling. I was not going to stand in her
way. She came out with a few options and laid them out.

“Carrie what were you saying about Jet?” I asked

“Oh who cares about Jet you have Liam.” She says holding up an option to see if s
he likes it.

“I don‘t want Jet being mad at me, if I did something..” I trail off

“Well Jet is a flirt, because he doesn‘t have to do much, I mean look at him. Wom
en come to him. I think he thought you‘d be the same. He‘s never really not gotte
n someone he wants.” She said.
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“This is why you are so cute. Yes, he walks you to training everyday. He gives you
special attention at training. He always happens
to be outside your door when you leave. It‘s a little stalkerish if I didn‘t know him.
” Shes right. How have I not noticed?



“What do I do?” I ask.

“Again don‘t worry about him. When Liam announces you as his mate he‘ll unders
tand. He‘s a big boy.” She says.

“Have you and Jet ever?” I ask

“Oh no, he wouldn‘t mess with me, which is why I‘m a bit surprised he would mess
with you. Liam would destroy him if he touched you.” She says. I get that, Alphas
are very jealous.

“This is the one I think. It brings out your eyes.” She picks a blue dress I haven‘t w
orn yet. It‘s to the knee and tight in the waist.

“You don‘t think it‘s too formal?” I ask.

“No, because of the length I think you‘ll be fine. You can always chalk it up to tryi
ng to make a good first impression.” She places the dress on the bed and puts the
other options back. I hear a knock at the door and Carrie goes to answer it. She o
pens it up to see Sara. Sara walks in and looks frustrated.

“Can I hide in here for a bit, something is stuck up Jet‘s butt and he‘s like
yelling at every warrior he sees, giving them extra work outs.” Carrie and I look at
each other and start laughing. Sara looks confused and Carrie proceeds to
inform her of what happened today.

“Oh that makes sense now. Lina I‘m so excited for you and Alpha Liam. You will b
e a great Luna, with a mean hook.” She says with a smile. They don‘t know I‘m sup
posed to be more then just a Luna. I‘m suppose to be the High Alpha, or whatever
that means.
I should tell Liam though, he needs to know what he is getting himself into.

“Wait. Don‘t tell him until he comes back.” Kayla said. She really chooses when she
wants to be around.

“Lina you ok?” Carrie asks me.

“Yeah sorry I was talking to my wolf.”

“When do we get to meet your wolf?” Sara asks me.

“Oh I‘m not sure.. She‘s been a little secretive lately. I need to see if she will go fo
r a run or something.

” I say.

“Kayla can we?” I ask her

“Soon. When Liam leaves we can.”



“She‘s says soon.”

“Alright, just let us know. My wolf is always down to get out.” Carrie says.

“Should we go down for lunch?” I ask trying to change the subject.

“Let‘s have it brought up.” Sara suggests,

“Fine we‘ll I‘m going to go change into some clothes.” I say

“I‘ll call down for the food.” Carrie says.

“Is it safe to get in your bed?” Sara asks wiggling her eyebrows. Carrie laughs and
I blush. I head into the bathroom with out a word and get dressed. When I
come out Sara is laying on top of the covers and Carrie is talking to someone. I joi
n Sara and turn on the tv.

“Food will be here soon.” Carrie says joining us. It‘s nice to have friends, I still mis
s Rachel and often find myself thinking about her. I think about calling her but th
en I decide against it. Our food arrives and we

My Mate

Tretel the story on my cale to them and we talk about the up coming war.

“Do you know who Alpha Liam is mecting with?” I ask.

“I think he said his name is Alpha Franklin, or something like
that.” I‘ve never heard of him before but that‘s not unlikely.

“Are you going with them?” I ask Sara.

“Not this time. He‘s taking elite through level 5.” She says. She was level 4 by now.
She was learning quickly.

“Are you bummed?” I ask her.

“Abit, but we‘ll get added duties while the others are gone so that will be nice.” S
he says.

“There‘s a small group of elite staying back, I‘m pretty sure it‘s a guard team for y
ou.” She adds. “A guard team? Doi really need that?” I ask, I could take on whoeve
r came, I think. “I think it‘s for Liam‘s peace of mind.” Carrie adds. She‘s probably r
ight. “They better be better fighters than me.” I say and they both laugh.

“So should we get you ready for tonight? Go take a shower and I‘ll do your hair w
hen you get out.” Carrie says. I get up and head to the shower. I wash my hair and
my body. Then I dry myself off and put on a robe. I sit down and Carrie does my h



air.When she‘s done I get dressed. Carrie is trying to convince me to put on make
up. I agree to a minimal amount. She does my eyebrows, mascara, and some

lipstick.

“Ok that‘s enough! I really don‘t want to wear too much.” I say. “Well lucky for yo
u because you don‘t need much.” Sara says. I smile. “Thanks.”

“Well you are all ready for your Alpha.” Carrie says facing me to the mirror. I look
ed pretty good actually. We hear a knock at my door. Sara answered it and opene
d it to Liam. He stepped in the room and stopped when he sawme. He‘s never see
n me all done up. He has a big smile on his face.

“Lina you look..” he trails of and walks over to me.

“Ladies could you excuse us for a moment?” He asks without taking
his eyes off me. I hear the door close and Liam‘s mouth is on mine. He lifts me up
and my dress hicks up as I wrap my legs around him.

“Liam“1try and pull back. “Liam” I say again and our foreheads rest against each o
ther.

“I‘m sorry you look so beautiful and I‘ve been thinking about you all day. You have
proved very distracting during my meetings.” He says. I smile.

“I‘m glad you think I look beautiful. But I won‘t have you messing me up before I‘v
e had a chance to show others.” I say. He does a low growl.

“Maybe I don‘t want others to see.” He says raising an eyebrow.Igiggle and he let
s me down. He kisses my forehead.

“Since youwant people to see how lucky I am, let‘s not keep them waiting.” Liam
grabs my
hand andwe head for the door whenwe open it, Carrie and Sarah jump back from
the door. They were spying.

“Ladies.” Liam says giving them a smirk. They
giggle and we head down stairs. Whenwe get downstairs there are 3 men I don‘t
know, Jerry, Jet, and 2 older women I didn‘t know. We walked to the two olderw
omen, I noticed Jet staring at me but I try to ignore it. He will learn I‘m Liam‘s toni
ght.

“Mother.” Liarn says hugging one
of the women. She had sandy blonde hair and blue eyes, and she
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“Liam I haven‘t seen you in so long.” She hugs him back.



“I know I‘m sorry. But I want you to meet my mate, Catalina.” He says “Oh my
son she‘s beautiful.” She takes my hands. “Tell me dear what is your last name.”

“Black.” I say

“Oh dear, your poor family. At least you are from an Alpha family. I‘m so happy m
y son has found a second chance.” She pulls me in for a hug. She
pulls back and smiles.

“This is my mother Susan.” Carrie says about the other older woman.

“It‘s lovely to meet you Catalina. Carrie has told us so much about you.” Susan say
s and we shake hands.

“We will go take our seats.” Liam‘s mother says, and she walks into the dinning ar
ea. It has been made up for one table and no one else is here.

“Liam what‘s your mother‘s name?” I whisper realizing I never got it.

“Violet.” He whispers back. I really liked that name. We
turn to the men left in the room. Jet still staring, it‘s making me uncomfortable n
ow. The Alpha sees that we are ready and comes over.

“Catalina I would like to introduce you to Alpha Francis. Francis this is my mate
Catalina.” Alpha Francis takes my hand and kisses the back of it.

“The pleasure is mine. Liam I didn‘t know you had a mate. She is beautiful.” Well h
e is complimentary.

“Well it‘s new. And she is the most
beautiful.” Liam says. I glance over to Jet and his face is red and he
is not looking at me anymore, but Liam. Liam doesn‘t notice.

“Ah newmates, it will be hard to be separated.” Alpha Francis says. “We‘ll be alrig
ht Francis.” Liam says a bit sternly. They give each other a look I can’t decipher.

“I‘m sure you will be. Catalina let me introduce you to my son Brandon and my Be
ta Henderson.” He gestures to the two men standing next to him. Brandon shake
s my hand and the Beta bows to me.

“Nice to meet you all.” I say and Brandon smiles at me like
he wants to eat me alive.

What is going on?

“Gentlemen shall we eat?” Liam asks, and Alpha Francis nods. Liam leads me to th
e seat next to him, Liam sits at the head of table. Alpha Francis takes the seat op
posite of Liam. Liam‘s mother is across from me and Carrie is next to Alpha
Francis. Jet took the seat next to me. Brandon sits next to Liam‘s mother. Great a
ll the creepers in my line of sight. The food is served and



people are talking to themselves, Liam is talking to his mother when Jet leans in
to me.

“So you‘re Liam‘s mate?” He asks. He sounded skeptical and
not looking away from his food. “Yes I am.” I whisper

“She’s my mate Jet, is there a problem?” Liam said low so others wouldn‘t hear bu
t with the command behind it.

“No Alpha. Just surprised I‘m just now hearing of it.” Jet also said low but clear. B
randon eyes the exchange. When I glanced up at him he raised his eyebrows up an
d down at me and smiled. I looked back down at my food. I didn‘t know where to l
ook. Liam grabbed my hand and leaned towards me.

“Are you ok?” He asks me.

“I feel like I am a fish in a fish tank and everyone is staring at me.” Liam glances u
p at Brandon, who was staring at me, Francis, who was staring
at us, Jet, who was side eyeing us. I heard a low growl come
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“Why is everyone staring at my mate?” He looks around the table. “Liam I think w
e‘re just all a little curious.” Alpha Francis says calmly.

“Be that as it may, your son‘s gaze is making her uncomfortable and Jet if you hav
e something to say to my mate you better be able to say it to us both. If you are g
oing to be the Beta you need to move past whatever you had in your mind.” Liam
gave Jet a look.

“Brandon, I will stop bringing you to meetings if you can‘t control yourself.” Alph
a Francis gives Brandon a look and Brandon sits up straighter.

“I‘m sorry Alpha Liam, Catalina, father. Please accept my apologies.” Brandon say
s looking stern. / Liam nodded and turned to Jet.

“I‘m sorry as well Alpha. I am surprised is all. You are correct I will move past it. I
apologize Catalina, Alpha.” Jet says.

Liam nods and sits back down. He takes my hand again and everyone goes back to
eating. I want run away and hide but I know that‘s not an option. After a while tal
king picks up again. Thank goddess the meal was coming to an end. When it was o
fficially over we said goodbye
to everyone and we made our way upstairs. When we got to my roomwe went ins
ide.



“Lina I‘m sorry that was awkward. No one
knows about us yet and people think it‘s suspicious.We need to have a formal an
nouncement but we have to
wait until after the war. I promise we‘ll do it right.” He says grabbing my hands. Hi
s face looks concerned.

“It‘s fine, I understand.” I said. I mean it was my fault that we have
been taking things slow. I wanted to pretend to be normal and not some High Alp
ha. But I needed to stop that and embrace wholam. Starting with Liam. If Kayla sa
ys to lean in, then I will.

“I guess I‘ll leave you to get ready for bed.” Liam says and he turns to
the door. I grab his hand.

“Stay” is
alli had to say. Liam wrapped me up and kissed me. I was lost in our kiss. I will lea
n in to him completely. I wrapped my self around him, my mate.
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I woke up and noticed Liam wasn’t in bed.We had made love into the late hours
of the night. I figured he got up early to get ready for leaving today. My heart
pinged knowing he’d leave and something could happen to him. I get up and head
to the shower. I shower and wrap a towel around me. I walk out to the room and
see Liam laying in the bed.

“Hey beautiful I got us some coffee.” He says handing me a cup. “Thank you” I say
taking the cup. “I figured you had to get ready to leave today.” I said getting into
bed next to him.

“Unfortunately I do. But I wanted to get you some coffee and wake you up.” He
says kissing my nose.

“When do you plan on leaving?” I asked.

“We will leave this afternoon. We want to get to his territory late at night.” He
explains. My stomach feels ill.

“I have a few more meetings but I’ll get you before I leave.” He said getting up
from the bed.
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“Carrie is on her way up. I’m sure she will keep you busy while I’m working.” He
says. He kissed me goodbye and left. I sat on the bed and drank some more
coffee just enjoying the quiet, Then there was a knock. It’s probably Carrie.

“Come in.” I say. Jet walks in and quickly closes the door behind him. I stand up
surprised that it’s him and surprised by the action.

“Jet I’m sorry I thought you were Carrie.” I said realizing I’m just in a towel.

“I don’t have much time Lina. Alpha Liam isn’t your second chance mate.” He says
flatly. I look at him confused. Kayla said I could mark him, and to trust him. I felt
the feelings of a mate bond with him. They weren’t as strong as they were with
Andrew and a bit different but I definitely felt something.

“What do you mean?” I ask “Carrie isn’t your friend. She is your babysitter.” He
adds ignoring my question.

“I don’t understand.” I say

“Lina do me one favor. While Liam is gone try to leave the pack area for some
reason, try and call anyone from your old life.” He says taking my hand. I’m so
confused.

“Try spending one day without Carrie.” He whispers. A knock comes from the
door drawing our attention.

“I stayed too long.” He whispers.

“Wait a moment in the bathroom.” I say. He goes in the bathroom. I go to the
door. Ic***k it only a little.

“Hey Carrie” I say opening the door.

“Can you do me a huge favor, can I borrow that yellow dress you wore last week.
I’ve been looking through my closet for something but I can’t get that yellow
dress out of my mind.” I give her puppy dog eyes. She smiles.

“Fine but only because Liam is leaving today and I want you in a happy color. I’ll
be right back.” She says and heads back down the hall.

“You have to go now.” I say and drag him to the door.

“Think about what I said.” He says as he heads down the hallway. I watch him
disappear down the stairs and make sure no one sees. I close my door and lean
my back against it. What was he talking about? Could he just be crazy? Jealous?
But then why would he say Carrie is my babysitter. I went back and thought how
if Liam wasn’t with me, Carrie was.



“Kayla is Liam my second chance mate?” I asked. She didn’t answer. Then I heard a
knock behind me and it scared me. I hopped away from the door and opened it. It
was Carrie with a smile and the dress. I open the door and smile.

“Thanks you’re the best. I’ll get dressed.” I walk into the bathroom and get
dressed. I look in the mirror still confused about what just happened. I’ll test his
theory, but I have to wait until Liam leaves. So I have to get through today. I push
it out of my mind and step out into my room.

“That dress looks so good on you.” She says. “You ok?” She asks. I must not look
ok. “Yeah, just worried about Liam leaving.” I say. She smiles warmly at me.

“I know. But I’ll be here to keep you company and he’ll be back before you know
it.” She says. I smile back.

“What do you want to do? We can go to the lake? Go for a walk? Hang out and
watch a movie?” She throws out a few suggestions.

“The lake sounds nice.” I say. She takes my hand and we head downstairs. We
pass by some pack members and I hear some whispers and notice some looks.
What was going on? Carrie kept pulling me ignoring everyone. When we got
outside I take a few deep breaths.

“What’s wrong?” She asked.

“Nothing I’m fine. I just need a minute.” I say. I place my hands on my knees and
take a few more breaths I think I’m having a panic attack. I need to calm down.

“You look pale are you sure?” She asks “I’m fine!”I growl and she takes a step
back. I take a few more deep breaths.

“Lina I can‘t come out to calm you. Not yet. Everything will work
out. You say you trust me. You need to fully believe it.”Kayla says

“Is what Jet said true?” I ask point blank.

“I know you want answers and I will give you them in 2 weeks.
In 2weeks you will know everything. Just trust me until then.“Kayla says not
answering my question.

“So I’m just suppose to carry on? Blindly trusting you?” I snap
back. “Has anyone done anything to hurt you?”She asks. “No.”

“Do you feel happy? Safe?”She asks. “Yes”

“Stop fighting
who you are Lina. Stop letting other people tell you what to believe. Believe what is
in front of you, believe what is inside you. I am apart of you. I have protected you fo
r years. What happens to you, happens to me. The Moon Goddess has given you the



greatest of her gifts, me, her only true daughter. Stop fighting against it. Embrace
me.”She says. My breathing has calmed.

“Fine Kayla, but you can’t vanish on me anymore. If I ask a question you can’t
answer you have to say that. Don’t just go quiet. If you want me to trust you, I
need you around.” I say.

“One last question, should I try the things Jet has said?” I ask

“NO” she says back. Kayla is right. I need to believe what I say. I won’t try them. I
will trust my wolf. I forgot for a moment I was with Carrie. She was looking at me
but she looked confused.

“Im sorry Carrie I didn’t mean to growl I was having a panic attack and needed to
calm down. But I’m calm now. Please forgive me.” I say. Her face softens.

“Don‘t be sorry I didn’t realize how hard you were taking Liam leaving. You sure
you still want to go to the lake? We can just veg out if that helps?” She was
talking softly to me.

“It’s good for me to get out of my room. I don’t want to turn into a couch potato.”
I say trying to lighten the mood. She smiles and we link arms but this time she
doesn’t pull me. We walk slowly over to the lake and we sit. I enjoy the scenery
and my new sense of trust for myself and Kayla. I wonder what will happen in 2
weeks that will give me more information. Maybe the next event. Maybe the war
will reveal something. Maybe I’ll burn up into ash and I’ll be at peace. Honestly at
this point nothing scares me. I can’t hide who I am anymore and I need to stop
being afraid. I am the High Alpha, I need to act like it.

“Kayla, Liam suggested I try to practice and control my fire. Is that possible?”

She

“It
will be. But you aren‘t powerful enough yet. It‘s a good idea when you come into mo
re power.” said. I like having my wolf back.

“I never left Lina. It‘s just hard. I don‘t want to affect
the outcome. You need to become this High Alpha on your own.” She adds

“Do you know things because of the Moon Goddess?” I ask

“Yes because of my connection with her.” “Will I have a connection with her?” I
ask ” If you become the High Alpha, yes you will.” She answered my question. “I
can’t wait.” I say and smile

“I’m glad you’re smiling. I’m not going to lie I was a bit worried back there.” Carrie
says. I forgot she was here again.

“I know, I’m sorry again.” I say. She bumps my shoulder playfully.



“I‘m just glad you are ok. I don’t really have many friends and I worry about you.”
She says. She was my friend, no matter who she really was, she’s been a friend to
me.

“Why don’t you have many friends?” I asked.

“Well that’s a long story and I‘ll tell you one day, just not right now.” She smiles. I
nod and look back over the water. I feel almost light. Like worries have left me
and I’m physically lighter now.

ev

“Hey we need to head back, Liam wants to appoint you to your guard team.”
Carrie says. We stand up and head back to the pack house. When we step inside I
see Liam talking to 3 pack members. Without even thinking about it I walk up to
him and stand next to him. He smiles at me.

“Men, your future Luna.” He says to them and they bow. Some I have seen at
training.

“Lina this will be your private guard while I am away. I know it seems like over
kill but I just want to make sure you are protected while I’m gone. I know you can
kick anyone ass” I pull him down and kiss his cheek.

“I understand.” I say. Because I honestly did. Mate or not, he’s been nothing but
sweet and kind to me. I’ll worry when I have something to worry about. He just
smiles at me again.

“This is Mateo, Jim, and Kinsey. They will basically just follow you around, but I
have another guard who will be with you more.” Just then Sara walks in.

“Sara will be your personal body guard.” He says. Well I’m glad it’s someone I like.

“Thank you.” I say to him.

“Anything for you.” He pulls me into a kiss, I don’t even care howmany people
are in this room. When I pull back I look back a Sara and notice a weird look on
Carrie’s face. But it’s gone quickly. I’m not going to worry about that.

“How about some lunch before I head off?” Liam suggests. Can he really eat
before heading off to eat? I nod and we had to the cafeteria. We sit down and
food is brought to us.

“So I was thinking when I get back we can have the mating ceremony.” He says.
“Good I hate not being able to link with anyone.” I say. He laughs.

“I was thinking we could also talk about completing our bond. When you’re ready
of course.” He adds. I put my fork down and look him in the eyes.



“I just need you to come back to me, ok? We can do whatever you want.” I say. He
smiles and pops a piece of steak in his mouth.

“I‘ll come back Lina. I promise.” He says. I go back to eating. “What happens if
your gone and I go into heat?” I ask. He almost spit out his food. I giggle.

“Then you lock yourself in your room and stay in the cold water. I don’t want
anyone around you if that happens.” He was very firm, and I couldn‘t tell if he was
trying to use his alpha command, but it wouldn’t work on me. Not just because
I’m his mate but because I was High Alpha. That’s right, I’m embracing

“Ok I was just asking.” I said trying to calm him.

“Carrie will call me if that happens. I’ll do what I can. I know it will hurt.” He says
more calmly. We finished our meals and it was almost time for Liam to leave me. I
saw Alpha Francis in the living room.

“It’s time for you to go, isn’t it?” I ask. He looks down. Then he grabs my hand and
we dash upstairs and into my room. His lips land on mine as he picks me up. I wrap
my legs around him. He pins me up against the wall and kisses me hard, biting my
lower lip. When he pulls back, he looks at me.

“I love you Lina. I will come back to you.” He says looking in my eyes. I put his face
in my hands and meet his gaze.

“I love you Liam.” I say. He smiles at me and kisses me hard again. A single tear
falls frommy eye. He hugs me tight. I don’t want to let go. Not now. But I have to.
I let go and he places me on the floor. We make our way back downstairs to the
group. Jet is standing among them, I don’t make eye contact.

“Are we ready?” Liam asks and Alpha Francis nods.

“I will be back before you know it love.” Liam says to me.

He called me love. I melt. I watch as they pile into cars and drive off the pack
lands. I feel someone behind me, but I don’t take my eyes off the last spot I saw
the cars. Mate or not I hope he’s ok. I feel a hand in my shoulder.

“He’ll be alright.” Sara says behind me. I stand there a little bit longer. Sara’s
hand still on my shoulder. I take a step back inside the house and close the door. I
feel all eyes on me.

“Sara please stay. The rest of my detail, if you could please patrol the exterior of
the pack house and give me some time.” I say. They nod and head outside.

“Oh I think i like bossy Lina.” Sara giggles. I appreciate her attempt at lightening
the mood. I give her a ‘small smile.

“Why don’t we get junk food and wine and watch a movie in your room?” Sara
suggests. “I don’t want to drink alone.” I say looking over to Carrie, Sara can’t



drink as my guard. “I’m in.” She says and we head to the kitchen. Sara grabs
snacks, I grab wine, Carrie grabs water for
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Catalina,

I thought it would be romantic to leave you a letter while I‘m off fighting in
battles. But in reality it’s sad. I am writing this letter while I sit next to you as you
are sleeping. You are so beautiful and peaceful. I will miss waking up to your face
and smell. You smell like coconuts and it drives me crazy. I know we haven’t
known each other long, but I can’t wait to make you mine forever. I can’t wait to
come back to you. Just know that I am thinking about you and missing you, my
love, my mate, forever.

Liam.

I feel tears in my eyes. The girls are looking at me. I hand Carrie the note, I know
she wants to read it, and I pour myself some wine. Rachel was right, I have grown
to love it.

“He really didn’t make this easy, did he?” Carrie says passing the note back to me.
I place it on my nightstand.

“I don’t think it was ever easy.” I say back. I know what she meant.

“But I like that he left me something. It’s so thoughtful.” I say.

“Now what should we watch?” Sara turns on the ty as I pour a glass for Carrie. She
seems a bit distant or maybe it was just me.

We watched Downton Abbey, my new addiction. We watched until Carrie and
Sara had passed out. I was having trouble falling asleep though. The wine made
me think of Rachel. I got out of bed and left my room. I walked down the hallway
into the spare office. I closed the door and picked up the phone and dialed Rachel.
It rang three times then she answered.

“Hello?” She asked. I had no idea what time it was, she sounded tired. “Rachel.” I
whispered for multiple reasons.

“Lina?” She whispered back I’m assuming for her own reasons.

“Yeah, I miss you.” I say



“Oh Lina honey. I miss you too. But we can’t talk just yet. I’m glad to hear your
voice.” She says. I guess she knows things. Kayla told me not to reach out. But I
missed my best friend.

“Bye Rachel.” I say.

“Good bye honey.” She says. We hang up. I my was short but I’m glad I called.
Even though nothing was said and nothing happened. It really was nice to hear
her voice. I sit here for a moment in the silence. I get up and bead back to my
room. I crawl back into bed and fall asleep this time.
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Catalina’s POV

I wake up early, I see the sun peaking above the Horizon. Carrie and Sara are still
asleep. I guess that’s all the sleep I’m going to get. I decide to get up and take a
nice bath to keep me relaxed. I go to the bathroom and draw a hot bath. I
stepped in and slipped into the warm water. I lay back and close my

eyes.

“Kayla I know you said not to reach out. I just couldn’t help it.” I
say. “I know you miss Rachel. I didn‘t stop you.” She didn’t. I like talking with my
wolf. “Now that Liam is gone can we shift?” I ask her.

“Yes” she says.

“Can the girls come too?” I want to be sure. “Yes.” “Good I can’t wait to see their
faces when they see you.” I say with a
chuckle.. “I could really use stretching my paws.” I see her smile. “I’ll ask the girls if
we can go for a run when they wake up.”

I stayed in the bath until my hands got pruny. I got out of the bath and wrapped a
towel around myself. I walked out into the bedroom and Sara and Carrie are
waking up.

“Good morning.” I say, a bit louder than Carrie would have liked based on her
reaction.

“Do you guys want to go for a run today? My wolf could really use it.” I ask them.
“I’m always down for a run. Carrie?” Sara replied.
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“Fine, but only if I get another 45 mins of sleep first.” She stuffs her head under
her pillow. Sara and I laugh. Sara gets up.

“When do you want to do it?” I ask. “Why not after breakfast. My only plans today
are to protect you.” Sara says.

“I’m going to head to my room and get changed.” She heads out the door. I grab
some clothes and go back to the bathroom. I get changed and dry my hair. When I
come out Carrie is on her phone.

“You know eventually you’ll have to get out of bed.” I say climbing back into bed.
“Eventually is not now.” She replies. I flip on the tv and I hear a sigh from her.
“Fine I’m getting up.” She gets out of bed and stands up.

“I‘ll go get ready.” She sounds so defeated. I decide to head down to breakfast
and get myself some food. The cafeteria is pretty empty when I get there. I take a
seat and a plate of food is put in front of me. I take a few bites before I see Sara
walk in and take the seat across fromme.

“I can’t wait until I can mind link you. I went to your room and no one was there.”
She said as a plate of food was put in front of her.

“I’m sorry I should have asked Carrie to tell you. When Liam comes back we’ll fix
that.” I say. Sara digs into her food and Carrie slips into the seat next to her.

“I’m looking forward to the run. I need to do themmore often.” Sara says. Carrie
doesn’t say anything. “She just sips her coffee. She normally a lot more of a
morning person, I wonder what’s going on with her.

“I’m excited too.” I say.We finish our meals and head towards the front door. I
tell the guards we are

Bonfire une.

“Can I shift first?” I ask them excitedly.

“Sure! You can change behind that tree.” Sara points and I walk over to it. I get
undressed and shift into Kayla. When I come out from behind the tree I see
Carrie’s face light up and Sara’s jaw just drops.

“Holy horse Kayla, you are huge.” Sara says as I circle her.

“Yeah girl you are huge.” Carrie says laughingly. I nudge them to go change. They
both go to the tree line. Sara is the first to come out. Her wolf is light brown and
a decent size, I’m definitely still bigger. We circle each other. Carrie comes out
next, her wolf is grey and black. When we are all together we start sniffing and



playing around. Then I jump on Sara and jump off. I take off running. I hear them
behind me, look back and Sara is close. I push myself faster.

“We can‘t go too fast.” Kayla says. I understand why. Sara jumps and lands on me.
She jumps off and darts in the opposite direction. Carrie jumps on her and takes
off. We do this for awhile. We end up at the lake. We lay down next to it panting
and catching our breath. After a while Sara and Carrie get up, guess we’re headed
back. We head back to the pack house and run into the three patrol guards. Even
in their wolf

forms I could tell they were surprised by my size and I giggle to myself. I go
behind the tree that has my clothes and change back. I get dress and come out to
find everyone else has changed too.

“Luna you are huge. I’ve never seen a wolf with purple eyes.” Mateo says
sounding impressed. “Yeah, you’re definitely bigger than Alpha Liam is.” Kinsey
says..

Guys are so easy to impress. All you have to do is be big, eat something big, or
fight something big. Girls are not so impressed. I look over at Carrie. She has
another weird look on her face. When she sees me it quickly softens. What is
going on with her?

“Thanks guys. Let’s go get some food.” I say. We head back inside to the cafeteria.
There are a few more people here now. We all sit at a table and an omega brings
us food. We eat and everyone is chatting. The guys seemmore relaxed now.
Maybe because they see how bigl am and I can take care of myself, or at least
scare someone off.

“Is training going to continue with Jet gone?” I ask “Yeah Gamma David is running
training until they return.” Jim says. “It won’t be as long and hard but it will still
be good.” Sara says. “Luna can I ask a question?” Mateo asks. “Sure why not.”

“Can we have a bonfire? We haven’t had one in so long, and I know it will help to
build some morale since a lot of warriors and mates are gone.” He asks.

“I don’t see why not.” I say and I hear cheers.

“Thanks Luna.” Mateo says

“Just make sure to patrol and get someone else to set it up. I’m going to go take
a nap beforehand. I would like one of you outside my door.” I say.

“I will be right outside Luna.” Jim says standing. I stand to and go upstairs. When I
get to my room turn to Jim,

“Wake me up for dinner if I’m not already.” I say.

“Yes Luna.” Jim says. I get into my room and crawl into bed. I guess not sleeping
last night caught up to me, because I fell right to sleep.



When I woke up, the sun was just starting to set. I stretch and roll out of bed. I go
to the bathroom and wash my face and brush my teeth. When I head out of my
room, I see Jim.

Bonfire

“Yes thank you. Where is everyone?” I asked.

“Mateo is out back helping set up the bonfire with a few other people, he has
been patrolling for a few hours. Sara is on her way here, I just told her you were
awake, I think she wants dinner. And I think Carrie is at her home. Kinsey is
patrolling.” Jim says. Wow he’s pretty well informed.

“Lina! Thank goodness I’m starving!” Sara yells from down the hall. “You could
have eaten without me.” I say back. “Not without my Luna.” She teases.

“Thank you Jim. You can go help Mateo out with the bonfire if you want.” I tell
him as Sara drags me away down the hall.

“Thank you Luna.” Jim says. Sara drags me into the cafeteria and we take a seat.
I’m actually not hungry but leat a little. .

“Everyone is looking forward to the bonfire. Mateo has some how told the whole
pack, well the whole pack that’s still here.” Sara tells me.

“That’s nice. I’m excited to see everyone.” Which isn’t a lie. I just don’t know how
to introduce myself.

“Should I introduce myself as Liam’s mate? Or just as Lina? I’m not sure what to
call myself.”

“I think enough people know you are Alpha Liam’s mate by now. I don’t see any
harm in it.” Sara says. Maybe she’s right. When Sara was done eating we went out
back to help set up. We set up chairs and tables. We brought out food and drinks.
People started arriving and I didn’t have to introduce myself, they all seemed to
know me and everyone called me Luna. It felt odd not knowing their names, but I
didn’t want to seem rude.

“Thank you Luna for having this bonfire. It’s nice to get together.” One woman
said to me before she bowed and headed for the drink table.

“How does everyone knowme?” I lean over to ask Sara.

“Maybe Mateo told them.” She shrugs. Maybe.



“LUNA!” Mateo waves me over to a seat. It probably was him that told everyone. I
walk over to him.

“What’s up Mateo?”

“Here have a seat. Best seat in the house.” He says. I look around and it kind of
was. I was close to the fire, but not too close to be covered in smoke. I could see
everyone coming and going. I had a view of the dance area too. I smile at him.

“Thanks Mateo.”

“Anything for my Luna.” He does a dramatic bow and I giggle. I sit down and just
watch the pack for awhile. Everyone seemed to be having a good time. I’m glad
we did this. After a few hours of hanging out and chatting, people started
heading back inside.

“I think we should start cleaning up.” I say to Mateo.

“Oh Luna enjoy the last bit of the fire. Some omegas and I will clean up. Don’t
worry.” He was laying it on thick for me letting him have this get together, but I
don’t mind. I sit back and watch the stars for a bit. The moon was half full but still
bright. I was starting to get tired so I made my way back to the pack house, not
before saying good night to everyone. I made my way to my room and I noticed
something on my bed. I walked over and there was a box with a note. I looked
around my room for a moment before reading the

note.

Lina,

Bonfire from you.

Yours forever Liam

I opened the box and there’s a phone inside. I lost my phone in the crash, but I
haven’t really needed one really. There was a message on the phone already.

“I hope you like the phone” is all it said. It was from Liam. “I love it.” I reply. He
typed back right away. “I love you.” I’m happy to hear from him, even through
text.

“I love you too.” And I mean it. I change into one of Liam’s shirts and get into bed.
Liam and I text for a bit before he has to go to sleep. They attack tomorrow
evening so he needs his sleep. I want him to be ok.



Dream

I‘m standing in the middle of a field, then suddenly I am surrounded by fire. In the fl
ames / see Andrew.

“I was right to reject you. Look what you‘ve done.” He shouts.

“No I didn‘t do this.” / yell. I run towards him. “Andrew!“/yell. He turns and walks de
eper into the flames.

“Lina. It‘s ok I‘m here.” I hear behind me and turn around. It‘s Liam, but he‘s covered
in flames too. The heat from the flames is making it hard to breathe. I
look around the circle and see 12 figures in the flames.
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Catalina‘s POV

Over the next 4 days, things have been pretty repetitive. In
the morning Sara and I would go to training, then breakfast, then Carrie would
come over and we‘d all hang out, and either go for a run or
watch movies. We‘d have lunch, then the guys will hang
out with us for awhile and
try an talk us into something for that night, we always agree. It was
nice having friends and being normal. I‘d spoken
to Liam on the first day before he went into battle, but he‘s been
silent the last 3 days which has me worried. I hope he comes back soon. Carrie s
eems to be taking his absence hard as well. My thoughts drift to Andrew
every now and then. With not much to
distract me, his face would pop into my mind more thar

Today is day 6 since Liam left. Sara wakes me up to get ready for training. I get
up and get dressed. I check my phone, but
no messages have come in. My stomach falls, I‘m sad, I just want this
to be over, but

push past it. I head out to
the training facility with Sara and Jim. We get through th feels good to get my
energy out through a good workout. However I do have to ease up, since no on
e over level 5 is here to train with. We head back to
the pack house for breakfast when I see two cars pull up.
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I catch my breath when I see Liam getting
out of one of the cars. He turns to where I am and smiles. He‘s back! He‘s
alive. I don‘t even think, I run towards him. I jump and wrap my arms around his
neck. He wraps his
arms around me and picks me up. I hug him so tight. I didn‘t realize how tense I
have been over the past 6 days until I relaxed in his arms. I wrap my legs around
his waist.

“Hello love.” He whispers in my ear. I breathe him in deep, I missed his smell. He
does the
same thing in the crook of my neck. I pull back and look in his eyes. Then I punc
h his chest.

“You stopped texting me. I was so worried.” I pout. And hit him again. He laughs.
“I‘m sorry love, I was an i***t and broke my phone.” He says with a smile.

“Yeah I don‘t know why he brought it into battle with him.” Jet says from
behind him. I smile at seeing Jet, I‘m glad he‘s ok.

“3 days Liam.” I saying pouting again.

“I know baby. Believe me I know. I‘m
sorry I made you worry.” He says pressing his forehead to mine. I cup his face.

“I‘m just happy you are back.” I whisper. “Me too.” And we kiss again. He puts m
e down and we all walk inside.

“Lina I need to talk to you about what happened. Before everyone else.” Liam s
ays. I nod and he leads me to his office. When we get in his office he pins
me up against the door and his lips are on mine. His kiss is hard
and hungry. I feel his hands on my
hips and side. His kisses go down my neck, I let out a small moan in my throat. L
iam pulls back and we are both panting.

“Sorry I need to stop or I won‘t.” He‘s leaning with
his hands on both sides of me. “I missed you so much Lina.” He says.

“I missed you too Liam.” I reply. Liam takes my hand and guides me over to a ch
air. We sit next to each other.

“So I wanted to tell you about what happened.” He starts off.

“We attacked at night, and it seemed they were waiting for us. I‘m not sure how,
but we were met with a large resistance.” He says.

“Did we lose a lot of warriors?” I asked.
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“How badly?” I asked

“He lost about 50% of his warriors.” I gasp. “We lost about 10%.” He added.

“And Alpha Jackson? And Moon Stone Pack?” I ask

“We took out all their warriors. The pack doesn‘t exist anymore. But there was
one problem.” He says looking at me.

“What?” I ask

“Alpha Jackson got away.” He says. My heart drops into my stomach.

“That‘s why it took us
so long. We tracked him for days but never found him.” He adds. He looked sad
as he said it to me, like he let me down. I place my hand on his.

“Liam it‘s ok.” I try to reassure
him. “It‘s not ok Lina. I don‘t want him coming after you.”

“He doesn‘t have a pack anymore. It would be suicide if he came after me on his
own.” I know how to defend myself now.

“I still wanted to give you the justice you deserved.” He looked so upset. I get u
p and sit in his lap straddling him.

“Liam I don‘t need
justice anymore. I just need you now.” I say and I cup his face and kiss him. His h
ands grab my a** and pull me into him. His hands go under my
shirt up my back. I kiss him harder. I grind into him and hear a moan in his throa
t. He lifts my shirt over my head and kisses down my neck. The air is getting hot
and heavy. I‘m breathing heavy. I feel his hands on my bra and he removes
it. He kisses down to my bre**t, I moan again. He lets out
a growl and in one movement he picks me up, clears his desk, and lays me down.
He takes off his shirt and bends down to kiss me. I pull him into
me. He pulls back and takes my shorts off. His mouth finds my ni**les again and
I arch my back. He kisses me all the way to my panties. He slips
them off and kisses my inner thighs. I let out another moan.

“I‘ve been thinking
about making you moan since I left.” He says and a finger slides into me. His to
ngue finds my nub and circles it while moving his finger in
and out. He started sucking and pleasure shoots up my body and I arched my
back and
closed my eyes. He inserted another finger. I feel the pressure building inside
me and I want more of him.

“Liam” I moan. “More”



He inserts another finger while sucking, and I feel the release and moan
loudly. I pant as he trails kisses up to me.

“We aren‘t done yet beautiful.” I feel him at
my entrance as he rubs against me. I smile and pull him into me. I hear him groa
n in pleasure. He grabs my hips as me moves in and out of me.

“You feel so good Lina.” He says as he looks down at me. He buries his head in
my neck. I kiss him in his mark spot and he moans.

“Kayla can I mark him now?” I ask, surprised by my request. “Soon Lina, not now
“she says. I feel Liam graze my spot with his teeth. “He can‘t mark you yet either.
” Kayla says. So I pull back.

“Liam” I say and he moves but thrusts faster and harder. The release is coming
again. I feel him release and moan, just as I do too. We are both breathing hard
and liam pulls my head to his and he kisses me.

“I love you Lina. I missed you so much.” He says and kisses my nose. I giggle. “I l
ove you too.”
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i had no idea where carrie was. My stomach growied and I realized I haven‘t eat
en yet today. Liam looks down and laughs. I guess he heard my stomach growl t
oo.

“Let‘s get some food beautiful.” He says and we head
for the cafeteria. We sit at a large table, everyone joins us. I look up and see Ca
rrie come in looking sweaty, I guess she had gone for a run. The guys tell storie
s from the battle and the journey there. I sit there listening and eating. Mateo t
old them about the bonfire and how things have been at the pack. Then out of
nowhere Alpha Francis storms into the pack house. Liam gets up quickly and go
es out to him. They look like they are arguing. Liam glances over his shoulder
at me and then they leave, heading upstairs. I‘m guessing Liams office. I though
t back to

the mess in his office we left behind and it made
me blush. I tried to focus back to the group, but then I felt Jet‘s eyes burning in
to the side of my face. I glance over and see I was correct. I almost forgot abou
t the way he was acting before he left. Ugh I really
don‘t want to deal with him. Everyone has finished eating

and is just chatting. I stand.

“I need to go shower and get training off of me.” I say as I walk to the stairs.



“Text me if you want to hang out.” Sara says. I smile and nod. I head upstairs to
my room. I have to pass Liam‘s office to get to my room. I
hear shouting as I walk nearer to it.

“You didn‘t lose almost all your warriors Liam.” I hear Alpha Francis yell. I don‘t
want to listen at the door so I keep walking to my room. I get in and start the s
hower. When I get out of the shower, Liam is waiting for me on my bed.

“I will never get tired of seeing you” he says. I smile at him. “What
was wrong with Alpha Francis?” | ask.

“He‘s upset with the amount of men he lost. But we came up
with an agreement.”

“What agreement?”

“His pack will be joining ours.” He says flatly. “What? Seriously?” I ask a little su
rprised.

“Yes, his son found his mate and can take over his mate‘s pack. Alpha
Francis is getting older so I‘ll stay the Alpha.. which has me thinking. We need t
o announce you as my mate and Luna and get you in this pack.” He says.

“We can plan it for a week from now. I can make
the announcement of the packs combining too.” He adds.

“Ok sure.” I say with a smile.

“I will let everyone know the plans. I will say I‘m going to be a bit
busy preparing for the merging of the two packs, but I will always make
time for you my love.” He kisses me.

“I understand. I‘m just happy you are back.” I
tell him. He smiles at me and kisses me again.

“I would love nothing more than to do what we did in
my office again, but unfortunately I left Alpha Francis in there.” He says pulling
away from me.

“Why did you leave him in your office?” I asked.

“He wanted to make arrangements with
his Beta and son. He should be finished by now.” He kisses me one more time
before getting up from the bed. i “When I‘m done I‘ll come find you.” He says as
he slips out the door. I get dressed and drymy hair.
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