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"So Hodge called you and asked you to inquire about 

Maurice's ring. And he will tell you the truth in 

exchange... Now, you have to find a ring that looks 

exactly like the one that... Preston lost?" 

 

"That's right." Eliana nodded. 

 

"Oh God! Who the hell does that ring belong to?" 

 

Nana was perplexed to hear Eliana's words. 

 

Eliana was also stunned, feeling like the whole issue 

was a little outrageous. 

 

"What do you think I should do now?" Lost in thought, 

Eliana rubbed the bridge of her nose. 
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All of a sudden, a brilliant idea occurred to Nana. 

 

"Eliana, I don't think now we should worry about the 

owner of the ring now. Hodge wants the ring, right? 

How about we use whatever we know about the ring 

as bait to lure him out?" 

 

Upon hearing that, Eliana's eyes lit up at once. 

 

"Great! Why didn't I think of this before? You're right. I 

will try to lure Hodge out the next time he calls me." 

 

Hodge called her not long after they came up with the 

plan. 

 

Eliana took a deep breath and answered the phone, 

putting it on speaker. 

 

"Eliana. Have you made up your mind yet?" 



 

Hearing Hodge's question, Eliana and Nana glanced 

at each other. 

 

"Yes. I found the ring you were looking for," Eliana 

said in a firm voice. 

 

"What? You found it? Really? Where is it now?" 

Hodge asked excitedly. 

 

"Listen, Hodge, I can give you the ring, but you'll have 

to meet me in person and tell me the truth." 

 

Seeing that he was about to take the bait, Eliana did 

not waste any time. 

 

However, there was a long silence on the other end of 

the line. 

 

With a slight frown, Eliana asked, "Are you hesitant to 



meet me because you're following someone else's 

orders?" 

 

"No, you think too much," Hodge retorted stiffly. 

 

Eliana sneered, "Then why are you so afraid to show 

me your face? It's because the one who instigated 

you to do all this is the real mastermind, right?" 

 

Hodge fell silent again. 

 

For some reason, Eliana felt like she heard someone 

else's voice over the phone. And the person seemed 

to be commanding Hodge. She thought that it might 

be because she was feeling nervous. 

 

"The ring is what I want. You don't have to know the 

reason. I can meet you, but you must let me decide 

when and where." 

 



Hodge finally took the bait! 

 

Suppressing the excitement in her heart, Eliana said 

in a calm voice, "Sure." 

 

"I will see you at the Impression Cafe on Phoenix 

Road, at 11:00 a.m. tomorrow morning." 

 

"Okay, it's settled, then." Eliana was relieved. 

 

As soon as she hung up, Nana jumped and sat down 

beside her. "Great! We did it!" 

 

"Yes, it was not easy, but we can't let him run away 

from us this time," Eliana remarked with a smile. 

 

"Don't worry. We can ask someone to help us catch 

him. I am sure we can make him tell us the truth!" 

Nana cried out. 

 



"But have you ever thought of the fact that Kimora is 

the only one who can help us? The three of us are all 

women. How can we manage to catch Hodge?" 

 

Eliana was not as optimistic as Nana, because Hodge 

was a man. Moreover, they were suspicious that there 

might be someone else controlling him. 

 

"You are so silly. Go and find Preston! He has a lot of 

contacts, right? So it won't be a big deal for him to find 

some men. And you can ask Hodge and Preston 

about the ring tomorrow since they'll both be there. 

Killing two birds with one stone, you know?" 

 

Eliana realized that it was perfect. 

 

Nana's plan was the best way to find the truth. 
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Eliana immediately picked up her phone and called 

Preston. 

 

On the other side, Maurice stared at Eliana's caller ID 

on the screen of his phone. All the dissatisfaction that 

had accumulated within him finally reached the peak. 

 

So when he answered the phone, it was in a rather 

unfriendly way. 

 

"Eliana, what's wrong with you? Earlier, you called me 

so many times and even texted a bunch of strange 

questions to me. What's your reason for calling 
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again? Do you think that there's no limit to my 

patience?" 

 

"It was definitely a misunderstanding! I was so dumb 

that I just blindly blamed you," Eliana said in an 

apologetic tone. 

 

"A misunderstanding? Have you ever trusted me? 

You always believe whatever others say, but you 

don't believe a word I say. Can you tell me why?" 

 

To say that Maurice was exasperated by Eliana's 

attitude towards him would be an understatement. It 

seemed that regardless of whether his identity was 

Maurice or Preston, he never had Eliana's trust. 

 

Being treated by Eliana this way was a big blow to 

him. 

 

Eliana, on the other hand, was a little flustered after 



hearing the cutting anger and disappointment in 

Preston's words. 

 

"Because... Because compared to being deceived by 

other people, being deceived by you would really hurt 

me!" 

 

In her anxiousness to appease Preston, Eliana 

blurted out a flurry of words in one breath. But as 

soon as she finished saying them, she was gripped 

with regret. 

 

What on earth was she talking about? She wished 

she could just press a button to withdraw all the words 

she had just said! 

 

For a moment, there was a tense silence on both 

sides. 

 

"Eliana, what do you mean?" Maurice finally asked, 



subconsciously tightening his grip on the phone. 

 

To him, Eliana's words sounded like a confession of 

love. The possibility made his heart almost beat out of 

his chest. 

 

Eliana, too, came back to her senses. 

 

It was only now that she also realized why she had 

been so angry at the prospect of Preston's deception 

in the first place—she already unconsciously 

regarded him as a very important person in her heart. 

 

She was angry at him because she cared about him, 

and she felt hurt because she cared about him. 

 

Somehow, while she was thinking about Preston, 

Maurice's face also appeared in Eliana's mind. 

 

Did that mean that she also cared about Maurice the 



same way? 

 

The answer was yes, even if Eliana didn't want to 

admit it. Deep in her heart, she still didn't believe that 

Maurice was the one who had brought the downfall of 

the Pierce Group. 

 

She seemed to have inexplicable feelings for both 

these men. 

 

How had she fallen into such a mess? 

 

While waiting for the right opportunity to take revenge, 

Eliana also had to uncover the mysteries that both 

Preston and Maurice seemed to be shrouded in. And 

now, she couldn't even figure out her own feelings. 

How could she say such a thing out loud to anyone? 

 

In the end, Eliana chose not to answer Preston's 

question. It was not that she wanted to torture Preston 



with suspense, but that it was impossible for her to 

untangle the thread of her own feelings. 

 

Maurice hung up the phone disappointedly without 

hearing an answer from her. 

 

Seeing Eliana put down the phone, Nana raised an 

eyebrow and asked, "How did it go? Did he agree?" 

 

Eliana bit her lip and shook her head. 

 

Nana didn't ask any further questions. She just patted 

Eliana on the shoulder and comforted her, "Eliana, 

don't worry. Since you can't trust the gigolo, I'll help 

you find a way." 

 

After saying that, Nana took out her phone and sent a 

message to Corbin. 

 

"Corbin, we've found Hodge. He'll be at Impression 



Cafe on Phoenix Road at eleven o'clock tomorrow 

morning. If you help me get some capable men, I'll 

catch him in the trap." 

 

As soon as Corbin received the message, he called 

Maurice. 

 

"Boss, Nana just texted me and said that they've 

found Hodge, and that they need help to catch him. 

How did they find Hodge?" 

 

Corbin couldn't believe it at all. He and Maurice had 

been looking for Hodge for a long time, but they 

always ended up at a dead end. However, Nana and 

Eliana seemed to have found him easily. 

 

How could it make sense? In fact, it was a little 

humiliating. 

 

"Mr. Moran, it must be a trap. Should I warn them not 



to be fooled by Gerald?" 

 

As Corbin spoke, he quickly opened the message app 

to type a reply to Nana. 

 

But he was stopped by Maurice's low voice, which 

came from the other end of the line. 

 

"Corbin, don't do that. Just agree to what Nana asked 

for." 

 

Corbin's fingers hovered uncertainly over the keypad, 

and he frowned. "Mr. Moran, do you have a plan?" 

 

"Get some people to intercept Hodge tomorrow and 

ask him about what happened back then. After that, 

we will directly tell Eliana the truth." 

 

At this moment, Corbin understood. 

 



His boss was going to take advantage of the situation. 
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All of the players in the game were resting peacefully 

at night, awaiting the advent of tomorrow with a 

variety of motives and emotions. 

 

Eliana dropped off Aileen and Adrian at kindergarten 

the next day like she always did. 

 

The twins said their goodbyes to their mother. When 

they entered the classroom, Ivy was standing beside 

Aileen's seat, as if she was expecting her. 
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However, her excitement faded as soon as she 

spotted Aileen and Adrian. She took a few steps 

closer after a few moments of hesitation. 

 

Adrian remembered that Ivy had lied and betrayed his 

sister only yesterday. A strong desire to stop Ivy 

sprang in him right now. 

 

He was dragged over by a hand. It was Silas. 

 

Silas shook his head and then signaled Adrian to 

have a look at Aileen. 

 

Aileen's little face was instantly covered with grief and 

sadness. The corners of her lips drooped, and she 

still seemed quite depressed. 

 

Silas was well aware that the one who created a 

problem should be the one to solve it, and that they 



should reverse their actions. Silas and Adrian just 

needed to be there for Aileen no matter what she 

decided. 

 

Ivy's eyes were as red as a rabbit's when she stood in 

front of Aileen. 

 

"Aileen, I'm sorry for my stupid actions. Yesterday, I 

should not have lied to wrong you by claiming you 

damaged the necklace. In any case, I was frightened 

of getting in trouble with my mother, so I... Can you 

accept my apology?" 

 

That apology took a long time to come out of Ivy. She 

bowed her head in embarrassment and avoided 

looking Aileen in the eyes when she completed 

speaking in one breath. 

 

Ivy's apologies had little effect on Adrian. 

 



Aileen's pain could not be erased by an apology. 

 

But he had to put up with it for Aileen's sake. 

 

Aileen had the same reservations. Yesterday, she 

was so enraged by Ivy's actions that she decided she 

would never forgive her again. However, after hearing 

what Eliana had to say, she realized that Ivy could 

have lied out of fear of her mother. 

 

"Apology accepted." 

 

Aileen was set in her ways. 

 

"Really? Does that mean we're still friends?" 

 

Ivy's gaze remained fixed on Aileen as she waited for 

her response. 

 

In spite of her forgiveness, Aileen shook her head and 



stated, "I'll never be friends with you again." 

 

Aileen made the call. She was able to forgive Ivy for 

what she had done to her, but she was unable to 

become friends with Ivy as if nothing had occurred 

because of her past actions. 

 

"You're right. My sister is intelligent." Adrian was full 

of admiration for Aileen. 

 

"It's okay. Keep your spirits up. In the future, we shall 

meet new people," Silas promised Aileen, caressing 

her head. 

 

Ivy's jaw dropped. Adrian and Silas had already 

dragged Aileen away, so she couldn't say anything 

further in an attempt to win her over. 

 

Ivy's eyes filled with tears as she saw Aileen and the 

other kids enjoying a good time. 



 

Eliana and Nana, on the other hand, had arrived at 

the Impression Cafe. 

 

Eliana advised Nana, "Nana, let's separate now and 

work together afterward. At all times, keep your phone 

on. Unless Hodge tells me, you may bring the others 

to capture him. It's imperative that we succeed in our 

mission!" 

 

Nana gave a confident thump to her chest. "The only 

way to find out the truth is to ask him directly. 

Everything else is on me." 

 

Eliana took her seat at the table as scheduled. To 

ensure a prime spot for the prize catch, Nana had 

booked the private box with the best view of the 

entrance. 

 

Everything was now in place, and the only thing left to 



do was take the last step. 

 

Nana retrieved her phone and dialed Corbin's 

number. 

 

"Hello, Corbin. Right now, I'm stationed at the 

entrance. What is your location?" 

 

Corbin was hiding out in an Audi parked outside the 

cafe at this point in time. 

 

"I can't come today because of something urgent." 

 

Corbin felt somewhat embarrassed, but his 

appearance in front of Eliana was very inconvenient 

for him. As long as Eliana pursued the evidence, the 

secret of his employer could no longer be protected 

once he was unmasked. 

 

"Fuck! Am I dreaming?" 



 

Was he being serious?! 

 

"Do not get too irritated. Relax. I got some people to 

help because I can't be there," Corbin said in haste. 

 

"You swindler! Where are those helpers? There isn't 

even a soul in sight!" 

 

Nana was so enraged that she was on the verge of a 

nervous breakdown. She would give Corbin a solid 

lesson right now if he stood in front of her. 

 

This individual lacked dependability. 
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The cafe's gate was immediately unlocked when 

Nana reprimanded Corbin. 

 

She was approached by a group of imposing guys. 

Their punches were powerful enough to take out three 

of her in a single blow. 

 

Nana's eyes became wide. 

 

What in the world did Corbin do? Where did he come 

across these people? 

 

Hodge seemed to be in trouble. 

 

"Are you Nana Marlin?" said the leading guy with 

sunglasses. 
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"Yeah...yes," Nana answered haltingly in a choked 

voice. 

 

Afterward, the male leader removed his sunglasses. 

He was clearly a mobster based on his square 

features and imposing physique. 

 

He extended his hand in greeting. "Mr. Jenkins 

instructed us to come here. What can I do to help 

you?" 

 

Nana promptly extended her hand to the guy and 

said, "Thank you, sir. Help us out today, please." 

 

As soon as they exchanged pleasant greetings, the 

situation turned tense. Neither Nana nor the muscular 

guys moved as they stared into each other's eyes. 

 

Everyone else would assume something was amiss if 

they continued to stand like this, not to mention 



Hodge. 

 

Nana wondered what she should do as she saw the 

enormous guys 

 

"Buddies, how about we hide for a bit and wait for the 

target to arrive before we show up again?" Nana 

proposed. 

 

"Okay." 

 

After the answer, the guys remained silent again and 

followed Nana's instructions to sit down in the box. 

They were quite obedient. 

 

"Let's first take cover here. My partner will later speak 

with the target. We'll stay in contact no matter what 

happens. We'll go after him as soon as we see 

anything fishy. Please keep in mind that we must 

capture him alive." 



 

Nana repeated her request. She was terrified that 

these big, bad guys would savagely murder Hodge. 

 

"Of course." 

 

The leader nodded his head. 

 

Something went amiss again. Awkwardness returned 

to the situation at that point. 

 

Nana started to warm up to him after a while. "Our 

objective has not yet arrived. Would you want a cup of 

coffee, my friends?" 

 

Even though she knew she was seated among a 

bunch of strong guys who were rooting for her, Nana 

was still nervous. 

 

The males were really aloof and said nothing. 



 

In the end, Nana requested some coffee for her and 

them. 

 

Eliana sat uneasily on the chair outside, awaiting 

Hodge's arrival. 

 

Suddenly she felt a pair of eyes staring at her. 

 

Someone was watching her. 

 

With a frown, Eliana surveyed her surroundings. 

 

There were few customers at the cafe at this time. 

They all sat together in small groupings. 

 

A guy with a jacket and a mask sat with a piece of 

newspaper before his face in the cafe corner. 

 

Maurice was the guy disguised as a spy. 



 

He was worried that Gerald would be brewing a plot 

and Eliana might be in danger if she came to see 

Hodge by herself, so he followed her. 

 

However, there was some kind of telepathic 

connection between him and that lady. She'd been 

scanning his face from the start. 

 

Poor fool! 

 

Maurice instinctively lifted the newspaper to block her 

view when Eliana's gaze returned. 

 

He had no idea that to others, he seemed to be... 

Much more bizarre. 

 

The two females seated across the cafe from him 

were chatting in hushed tones. 

 



"Weird, look at that guy in the corner. What's up with 

his outfit? Do you think he's a psychopath?" 

 

"What makes you think that's possible? He's a sight to 

see. He wears designer clothing. In spite of his face 

being hidden, his demeanor remains upbeat. I'm sure 

he's a big name. He may be terrified of being 

identified by others." 

 

"It's not out of the question. It seems that he has a 

striking resemblance to Eli Goodwin, a recent internet 

sensation. No, I must request an autograph. What if 

he's truly Eli Goodwin?" 

 

One of the females summoned the courage to 

approach Maurice directly. 

 

The girl approached Maurice, her huge eyes blinking 

as she inquired timidly, "Are you, Eli Goodwin, by any 

chance? Your most recent television play is excellent. 



I need your signature, please." 

 

What was she referring to? 

 

This baffled Maurice. 

 

He lowered the newspaper a little, glanced at the girl, 

and said, "You mistake me for someone else." 

 

"I'm sorry. It turns out that I had the incorrect 

individual in mind. Sorry for the trouble." 

 

The embarrassed girl rushed back to her seat, and 

Maurice hastily lifted the newspaper once again. 

 

Eliana, on the other hand, was well aware of what 

was going on. 

 

With each passing glance, he appeared to be more 

and more familiar. 



 

Eliana sprang to her feet and headed directly towards 

Maurice's. 

 

Maurice was on the verge of being detected as the 

space between the two dwindled. 

 

"Eliana..." 

 

When Eliana heard that, she froze in her steps and 

instantly turned back. 

 

Her name was yelled out by a middle-aged guy at the 

cafe's entryway. 

 

It was Hodge who appeared. 
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After seeing Eliana drawing Hodge's attention, 

Maurice heaved a sigh of relief. 

 

However, noticing that Hodge had come there alone, 

he felt that something was suspicious. 

 

How could Gerald have let Hodge come alone? 

 

Such a move did not match up with his personality. 

 

Sensing that something was fishy, Maurice frowned 

deeply. 
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At the same time, Eliana did not think as much as he 

did. She was only keen on finding out the truth about 

the past from Hodge. 

 

"Please have a seat," Eliana said. 

 

Hodge complied and sat down from across her. 

 

Facing each other, they felt awkward and did not 

know what to say. 

 

Five years ago, Hodge had been one of her father's 

most trusted friends, but things had changed since. 

Recalling that, mixed feelings rose in Eliana's heart. 

 

That moment, a waiter walked over with a menu card. 

 

"Sir, miss, may I take your order?" 

 

Hodge glanced at Eliana, and said to the waiter, 



"Please take the lady's order first." 

 

With the menu in her hand, Eliana was lost in thought 

for a while. 

 

"A cup of Spanish latte and a Schwarzwald cake for 

the gentleman. And I will take a cappuccino and a 

tiramisu, please." 

 

"Yes, ma'am." 

 

The waiter took the menu from her and left. 

 

Eliana's words caused a stir in Hodge's heart. 

 

He had watched her grow up, after all. However, 

Spanish latte and Schwarzwald cake were his and his 

ex-wife's favorite foods, respectively. 

 

And Eliana remembered it till day. 



 

It was no wonder that she was Lemuel's daughter. 

Just like her father, Eliana also seemed to value 

personal relationships a lot. 

 

A surprising bitterness rose in Hodge's heart. 

 

"Where are your son and daughter? Why didn't I see 

them?" Eliana asked. 

 

"They are abroad. Like you saw that day, I owe some 

people a lot of money, and they come after me all the 

time. How could I let my kids stay with me in such a 

situation?" Hodge replied with a wry smile. 

 

"Why haven't you left yet?" 

 

Hodge couldn't answer her question. The reason he 

had not left with his kids was because Gerald had 

promised to pay off his debts, and after that, his 



children could come back and he would be able to 

reunite with them. 

 

And that was the main reason he wanted to get the 

ring... 

 

"Let's stop with the small talk now. Where is the ring?" 

 

Hodge was clearly quite anxious. 

 

"Tell me why you want the ring first." 

 

Eliana needed to know the truth. 

 

"You don't need to know that." 

 

Flustered, Hodge awkwardly looked out of the 

window. 

 

"You're not the one that's actually after the ring, 



right?" Eliana continued to question him as she 

guessed that there must be someone who was 

controlling Hodge. 

 

Hodge remained silent. 

 

"How can you expect me to just give you the ring if 

you won't even tell me that much?" Eliana tried to 

persuade him. 

 

"Yes, well, my creditor... That's right! My creditor... 

Well, he wants the ring. He said that it was a part of a 

very precious jewelry collection, and he said that he 

will waive off my debts as long as I get him the ring." 

 

Obviously, Eliana was not a fool to believe that. 

 

"If you don't tell me where the ring is, then I can't tell 

you what happened back then!" 

 



Hodge seemed to be agitated, like he was forcing 

Eliana to tell him where the ring was. 

 

Seeing that, Eliana decided to use her trump card. 

 

"Okay, let me be honest with you. I've lost the ring 

that you are looking for." 

 

"What? You lost it? How?" Hodge stood up, his eyes 

wide open in shock. 

 

"It's because the dog is missing," Eliana replied 

calmly. 

 

"The dog?" Hodge was perplexed. 

 

"A dog swallowed the ring, and then it ran away, so 

now the ring is missing." 

 

Hearing those words, Hodge was speechless. 



 

"Are you kidding me? I don't think you knew about the 

ring's whereabouts to begin with. You were only trying 

to lure me out, weren't you?" 

 

Furious, Hodge turned around, intending to leave. 

 

However, Eliana could not let him go, so she swiftly 

grabbed his hand and snapped, "You want to leave? 

Unless you tell me the truth, you won't be able to get 

out of here!" 

 

Enraged, Hodge was trembling as he roared, "It was 

Maurice Moran, who wanted to acquire the Pierce 

Group back then. He planned the Pierce Group's 

bankruptcy. He's the one that forced your father to kill 

himself. He is the real culprit!" 

 

"Maurice... Moran?" Eliana asked in shock. 

 



Pretending to be sad, Hodge said, "Yes. Maurice 

already knows about your identity, but the funniest 

thing of all is that you have slept with your enemy. If 

your parents know about that, then their souls won't 

be at peace." 

 

Upon hearing those words, Eliana was startled. She 

suddenly remembered Maurice's words. 

 

"If you were the daughter of the Pierce family, then 

would you believe that I was the one that did it?" 

 

Eliana had not understood the real meaning of his 

words at that time, but now she did. 

 

She had been tricked... 

 

Thinking of that, she fell into a long daze. 

 

Seizing the opportunity, Hodge shook her hand away 



and ran towards the cafe entrance. 
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While she was talking with Hodge, Eliana kept in 

touch with Nana on the phone. 

 

Nana heard their whole conversation and immediately 

realized that something was wrong. 

 

"It's time! Guys, get going!" she ordered. "You must 

catch Hodge!" 

 

Nana stood up and rushed out, taking several strong 
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men with her. 

 

A waiter carrying a large tray of coffee appeared at 

the door, blocking their way out. 

 

Nana couldn't stop in time. 

 

"Lady and gentlemen, your coffee... Ah!" 

 

"Fuck!" 

 

Nana slammed into the waiter and knocked the coffee 

off of the tray and onto the heads of the strong men. 

 

The only exit was blocked. The scene dissolved into 

chaos. 

 

"I'm sorry!" 

 

Nana struggled quickly to her feet and rushed for the 



door. 

 

She ran right into another person; it was Eliana, who 

was chasing Hodge. 

 

"Ouch!" 

 

The impact knocked both of them to the floor. 

 

The men had recovered from being soaked with 

coffee and finally caught up with Nana. They stopped 

sharply, narrowly avoiding stepping on the two 

women. 

 

Eliana felt dizzy. There was only one thought in her 

mind. 

 

"Damn it! Hodge!" she shouted. 

 

During the chaos, Hodge had fled to the road. 



 

A Volkswagen stopped in front of him. 

 

By the time Eliana got to her feet, it was too late. 

 

All she could do was watch Hodge jump into the car 

and speed away. 

 

Maurice had been watching from the sidelines. His 

moment had finally arrived. 

 

"Corbin, follow him!" 

 

One coveted gains ahead without being aware of 

danger behind. 

 

Maurice had been observing the whole situation in the 

cafe, and had already asked Corbin to guard outside. 

 

Corbin immediately stomped on the gas and pursued 



Hodge. 

 

The two cars sped down the road. 

 

"Hurry up! There is a car chasing us!" 

 

Hodge's heart skipped a beat when he noticed his 

pursuer. 

 

The driver glanced into the rearview mirror and 

silently stepped on the accelerator. 

 

"Corbin, what's going on?" 

 

Corbin and Maurice were speaking on the phone. 

 

"Don't worry, boss. I'm a talented racing driver." 

 

With a confident smile, Corbin stepped on the gas 

again to close the distance. 



 

Hodge looked back at the Audi coming up behind him. 

His heart felt like it would pound out of his chest. 

 

The man in a floral shirt who was sitting next to him 

looked calm. "Why are you panicking? Has she told 

you where the ring is?" 

 

"Eliana tricked us. She didn't tell me anything. She 

didn't know where the ring is." 

 

Hodge looked upset. 

 

"So... you will be of no more use to us," the man in 

the flowery shirt said coldly. He reached over and 

closed his hands around Hodge's neck. 

 

"As the boss said, there can be only one end for 

useless pawns!" 

 



Hodge's eyes widened in disbelief and he struggled 

fiercely. 

 

The man's strong hands were like iron pliers, almost 

twisting Hodge's neck. 

 

Hodge's face turned red and contorted in pain. He 

couldn't breathe and felt that his throat was being 

crushed into pieces. 

 

If he couldn't free himself quickly, he would die. 

 

Just then, their car crossed a bridge and another car 

cut in front of them. 

 

The driver braked and both Hodge and the other man 

were sent sprawling forward. 

 

The iron grip on Hodge's neck loosened. Hodge 

gasped for air and kicked the man's crotch. The man 



doubled over in pain. 

 

Now! 

 

Hodge pushed the door open and jumped out of the 

car. 

 

Corbin was startled to see a figure leap out of the car. 

 

Without meaning to, he swerved to avoid the figure. 

 

Bang! 

 

The Audi crashed into the guardrail of the bridge. The 

window shattered and the airbag deployed. Corbin 

was thrown into the airbag and he fainted. 

 

Maurice was still on the phone with him. 

 

"Corbin! Corbin!" 



 

Maurice raised his voice in desperation, but there was 

no reply. 
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The impact caused Hodge to roll on the road, which 

might have led to broken bones. 

 

He rolled over several times. But despite his injuries, 

Hodge stood up and stumbled forward. 

 

In the car, the man in the flowery shirt came back to 

his senses. The sharp pain in his crotch made him 
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look ferocious. 

 

"Knock him down! Kill him!" 

 

Upon receiving the order, the driver then maneuvered 

the car. He made a sharp turn and drove fast in 

Hodge's direction. 

 

Hodge closed his eyes in hopelessness as he saw the 

car approaching fast. 

 

The next second, Hodge was knocked to the ground, 

blood gushing from his body. 

 

Meanwhile, the car immediately drove away, joining 

the heavy traffic on the bridge. 

 

Only Hodge, who was lying on the ground, and 

Corbin, who was unconscious in the car not far away, 

remained at the scene. 



 

When Eliana took a taxi to catch up with Hodge, the 

bridge was closed as two ambulances blocked the 

way. A huge crowd of onlookers obstructed the path 

ahead. 

 

Eliana tried her best to push her way through the 

crowd, only to see medical personnel in the middle of 

the road carrying the unconscious Corbin into an 

ambulance. His head was covered in blood, Corbin! 

Why was he here? Did Maurice send him here? 

 

But Eliana didn't have time to think about Corbin at 

that moment. 

 

She noticed Hodge on another stretcher. The blood 

flowing from his body had stained the stretcher, and 

medical personnel were giving him first-aid treatment. 

 

Hodge seemed to be in a more critical stage than 



Corbin. 

 

Eliana's heartbeat quickened, and she dashed 

towards Hodge. 

 

Eliana was stopped by the medical staff. "Miss, you 

can't come here. We're taking the patient to the 

hospital shortly." 

 

"I'll go with you, Doc. I know the man on the stretcher. 

He is Hodge Chadwick," Eliana explained anxiously. 

 

The medical staff hesitated for a moment before 

agreeing. 

 

Eliana got into the ambulance and accompanied 

Hodge to the hospital. 

 

"Eliana..." 

 



Hodge, who had received emergency treatment, 

regained consciousness and noticed Eliana sitting 

beside him. 

 

"Hodge! You're awake!" 

 

Eliana gripped Hodge's hand tightly, her emotions 

tangled. "You still haven't told me the truth. You can't 

die." 

 

When people were dying, they became kind and 

honest. Hodge couldn't help but feel guilty as he 

stared at Eliana. 

 

"Eliana... Sorry... I... lied... The Pierce family... was 

plotted against by the one... from the Moran... fami..." 

 

He lost consciousness before he could even finish his 

sentence. 

 



Eliana was shocked. "Hodge! Hodge!" 

 

"His heart has stopped beating. Please step aside, 

miss!" 

 

The medical personnel approached Hodge to revive 

him. 

 

After some time, the ambulance arrived at the 

hospital. Hodge was immediately taken to the 

operating room. 

 

Eliana was left outside the operating room's door. 

There were stains of blood in her skin. 

 

At that exact moment, Eliana felt as if she was 

transported back to the day of her father's death. She 

witnessed her father, who was also covered in blood, 

being pushed into the operating room. 

 



When she saw him again, he was already wrapped in 

a thick white cloth. 

 

Her mother then committed suicide three days after 

her father died. She was still rushed to the hospital, 

but she didn't survive. 

 

Eliana completely broke down when she saw her 

mother's pale face covered in white cloth. 

 

She'd cried nonstop for two days and two nights in the 

hospital, until she could no longer shed a tear. 

 

The desperate and painful memories washed over her 

like a flood. 

 

Her consciousness gradually blurred as her father's 

blood-splattered face and her mother's cold body 

reappeared in her mind. 

 



Eliana eventually couldn't hold on and fell down. 

 

Luckily, a pair of strong arms caught her. She could 

feel herself being held in a warm embrace. 
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Was it Preston? 

 

Eliana's first thought was that the warm arms around 

her must be Preston's. 

 

She raised her head and saw Maurice's handsome 

and cold face. 
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He was the last person Eliana wanted to see right 

now. 

 

"Maurice, why was Corbin at the scene of Hodge's car 

accident?" 

 

The question had been bothering her from the 

moment she saw Corbin. 

 

Now that Maurice was here, she could demand an 

answer. 

 

She didn't want to believe that Maurice was the one 

responsible for her parents' death, but why was 

Corbin there? What on Earth had Maurice ordered 

him to do? 

 

Eliana's expression was cold, but her heart was 

burning with anger that threatened to set both her and 



Maurice on fire. 

 

Maurice was silent. 

 

Eliana grabbed his collar in an iron grip. 

 

"Did you plan all of this? You already knew my 

identity, but you didn't deliberately expose me. Do you 

think it's amusing to see me looking for evidence 

beside you every day? If Hodge hadn't told me, I 

would still be in the dark. Maurice, how long do you 

want to play games with me?" 

 

Maurice was flustered by Eliana's rising hysteria. 

 

He had never seen Eliana like this. She was like an 

erupting volcano in the form of a woman, or a glass 

bottle vibrating at such high speeds that it was sure to 

shatter. 

 



His mind was in chaos. He needed to explain. "Eliana, 

calm down! I..." 

 

Before Maurice could continue, the door of the 

operating room was opened and a doctor emerged. 

 

Eliana immediately approached him. "Doctor, how is 

he?" 

 

The doctor sighed and shook his head. "I'm sorry. 

We've done all we can. The patient has suffered 

extremely severe injuries and he has fallen into a 

deep coma. It is unlikely that he will ever wake up. 

You have to be mentally prepared. Treatment is not 

inexpensive." 

 

Hodge might never wake up? 

 

Eliana staggered backward a few steps until Maurice 

caught her. 



 

"Miss, are you a relative of the patient?" the doctor 

asked. 

 

"No, I'm just a person who knows him." Eliana shook 

her head. 

 

"Can you help me contact his family? We need his 

family to sign the operation agreement." 

 

The doctor handed over the paperwork. 

 

Eliana lowered her head. She knew that Hodge had 

divorced and his children had gone abroad. He had 

no family at home. 

 

"I will sign it." 

 

Eliana took the operation agreement and signed her 

name on it. 



 

It was so funny. A few hours ago, Hodge had been 

her enemy, but now she was trying to help keep him 

alive. 

 

While Eliana was lost in thought, a nurse came over 

with the bill. 

 

"This bill is for Hodge's family." 

 

Eliana took the bill, then walked to the cashier and 

handed over her bank card. 

 

"I'm sorry, miss. You do not have enough money on 

your card." 

 

Not enough? 

 

Eliana had been so agitated that she hadn't even 

taken a proper look at the bill. Now she looked closer. 



When she saw the huge number, her heart sank. 

 

She couldn't afford such an expensive treatment. 

 

"Are you going to pay or not? We don't have all day." 

 

The people in line behind Eliana began to complain. 

Eliana didn't know what to do. 

 

"Use my card." 

 

A slender but powerful hand gave a black card to the 

cashier. 

 

It was Maurice. 

 

Eliana opened her mouth to refuse. But she couldn't. 

If this bill wasn't paid, Hodge would die. 

 

After the bill had been paid, the two of them walked 



back silently. 

 

Walking behind Maurice and staring at his silent back, 

Eliana couldn't help but sneer, "Why did you pay for 

Hodge's treatment? Aren't you looking forward to his 

death? If Hodge dies, then no one will know what you 

have done, right?" 
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Maurice stopped. 

 

He turned around and stared coldly at Eliana. 
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"Do you think I'm that stupid to ask Corbin to kill 

Hodge?" 

 

"Now that Corbin is in a coma, you can say whatever 

you want," Eliana sneered. 

 

"Is that how you see me?" 

 

Maurice couldn't contain his anger. He moved forward 

and grabbed Eliana's arm, only to discover that her 

body temperature was not normal. 

 

Eliana's temperature was unusually high. 

 

"You have a fever?" 

 

Maurice frowned, and his anger disappeared in an 

instant. 

 

"So what? It's none of your concern. Let go of me!" 



 

Eliana fought valiantly, but she was dizzy. She didn't 

have enough strength to slip from Maurice's hold. 

 

After a few moments, she felt that Maurice was 

already lifting her. 

 

"Maurice, what the hell are you doing?" Eliana 

struggled. "Put me down!" 

 

Maurice looked down at the frail woman in his arms. 

"Be quiet. If you are certain that I am your enemy, you 

should take care of yourself first. Only when you live 

longer will you be able to exact your revenge on me." 

 

"You're insane!" 

 

Eliana was very annoyed. She bit Maurice on the 

neck. 

 



Eliana showed no mercy to him. She didn't stop, even 

when she had already tasted blood. 

 

"Ouch..." Maurice took a deep breath. 

 

'She really has a bad temper,' he concluded. 

 

Maurice didn't stop her until Eliana had vented most 

of her anger and frustration. 

 

Eliana calmed down after biting Maurice hard. 

 

She had no strength to argue with Maurice any further 

and eventually fell asleep in his arms. 

 

Maurice carried her into the car and then drove back 

to the Moran family's old house. 

 

When they reached the house, Maurice brought her 

all the way to a room. Eliana regained consciousness 



after he put her down on a bed. 

 

She could tell it wasn't her home. 

 

"Maurice, you wretch! Where did you take me?" 

Eliana murmured. Her voice showed that she was 

really not feeling well. 

 

Maurice couldn't decide whether to laugh or cry. 

Despite her condition, Eliana still had the strength to 

scold him. 

 

"You take care of her from now on," he told the butler 

and servants before dismissing them. 

 

"Yes, Mr. Moran," the servants responded with bowed 

heads. 

 

Eliana suddenly came to her senses. Without saying 

anything, she leaped out of bed, wanting to leave. But 



Maurice pushed her back into bed. 

 

"Are you going to lock me up?" Eliana asked 

impatiently. "What on earth do you want to do, 

Maurice?" 

 

"Stay here if you still want Hodge to continue his 

treatment. If you dare to leave, then I will just let him 

die," Maurice threatened. 

 

"Ridiculous! Do you really think I care about him? If he 

died, then it would be a good thing." 

 

In a rage, Eliana struggled to get out of bed again. 

 

"You don't care about Hodge, alright. But how about 

your other friends? Trust me, my resources are not 

what you can imagine." 

 

What he had just said sent shivers down Eliana's 



spine. 

 

She remembered her children. 

 

Maurice would not let her children go once he found 

out about them. 

 

Eliana also thought of Nana, who had run out on a 

wedding. 

 

She couldn't bear thinking about it any longer. 

 

She clenched her teeth and hissed, "Maurice, you're 

such a jerk!" 

 

Maurice just looked at her indifferently. 

 

"Remember, you cannot bear the consequences of 

running away from me." 

 



He then turned around, exited the room, and locked 

the door. 

 

The room fell silent. Eliana lied down on the bed 

helplessly, gasping for air. 

 

She couldn't just sit there doing nothing. 

 

After resting for a while and regaining some strength, 

Eliana stood up, walked to the window, and pushed it 

open. 

 

She saw things she would never have seen in the 

city. It was a manor surrounded by trees, with a large 

courtyard and a massive iron gate. 

 

It wasn't her first time at the place. It was Maurice's 

suburban villa. 

 

The cold wind blew on her face. Eliana, who was still 



a little groggy a few minutes ago, immediately felt 

better. 

 

Looking down at the view, she thought about how she 

could escape. 

 

After a while, she still couldn't come up with a good 

idea, so she leaned out the window to get a better 

look. 

 

However, a maid opened the room's door at that 

exact moment and saw her in that position. 

 

"Ah! Miss! Please don't! Don't do it! We are on the 

third floor!" 

 

The maid's scream resounded throughout the entire 

manor. 
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The moment Eliana heard the maid's bloodcurdling 

scream, she stepped back in fear. 

 

The maid ran to her side and closed the window. 

 

"Ma'am, please don't harm yourself." 

 

Panicking, she looked at the woman in front of her, 

whom Maurice had carried back in his arms. 

 

With a bitter smile, Eliana said, "Don't worry. I just 

wanted to open the window to see where I was." 
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After hearing that, the maid breathed a sigh of relief. 

 

"Ma'am, you are the first woman that Mr. Moran had 

brought home. If something happens to you, I will be 

punished for it!" the maid said in an anxious voice. 

 

However, Eliana did not believe her at all. 

 

"You're kidding, right? He's skilled in kidnapping 

people! He should be bringing women home often!" 

Eliana scoffed. 

 

"Everything that I said is completely true. Look, even 

this nightdress is new." 

 

The reason the maid came upstairs was to give 

Eliana the nightgown. She handed the nightgown to 

her with a smile. 

 

"You'd better take a shower and get changed first," 



the maid added softly, looking at Eliana imploringly. 

 

Looking down at her bloodstained clothes, Eliana had 

no choice but to compromise. 

 

"Okay, give it to me." 

 

Holding the nightgown in her hand, she walked to the 

bathroom, removed her bloodstained clothes, and 

took a shower. 

 

She felt a lot better when she walked out of the 

bathroom. 

 

All of a sudden, she heard her phone ring. She 

immediately turned around and saw that it was a call 

from Nana. 

 

"Hey! Eliana, where are you? Have you caught Hodge 

yet?" 



 

Nana was staying home with Adrian and Aileen. 

 

She was really anxious because she hadn't been able 

to get in touch with Eliana or Corbin ever since Eliana 

went after Hodge. 

 

"Nana, don't worry. I'll talk to you about Hodge in 

detail once I come back. Please take care of the kids 

for the time being. I'm now..." 

 

Before she could finish her words, a female doctor 

walked in with a bottle of medicine. 

 

"Where are you?" Nana asked. 

 

After careful consideration, Eliana decided not to tell 

her the truth, because she knew that Nana would 

come to Maurice's place and cause trouble if she 

knew that she was in his house. 



 

Thinking of Maurice's threats, Eliana shuddered. 

 

"Don't worry, I'm fine. I just couldn't catch Hodge and 

was in a bad mood. I'll come back once I calm down." 

 

Nana was still suspicious. "Really?" 

 

"Yes, I promise," Eliana replied. 

 

After coaxing Nana, she hung up and saw the doctor 

waiting for her. 

 

"Miss Pierce..." The doctor looked at her, feeling 

embarrassed. 

 

"I'm sorry for wasting your time. Please tell Maurice 

that he doesn't have to be so concerned about me. I 

just want him to let me leave this place at once." 

 



The doctor could not convince her to take the 

medicine, so she put it down and left. 

 

Eliana refused to eat or take the medicine, so her 

fever got worse. She was feeling very weak by that 

evening. 

 

She curled up under the covers, feeling the sudden 

heat and cold in her body. Her hands and feet were 

also cold, and she couldn't think straight. 

 

While she was delirious, the door was pushed open, 

and she sensed the fragrance of soup. 

 

"Get up and eat," Maurice said, walking in with a bowl 

of cream of mushroom soup in his hand. 

 

As he looked at the untouched medicine on the table, 

his voice became cold. 

 



Although Eliana had her eyes closed, she could still 

feel his icy gaze. 

 

She silently pulled up the quilt and turned her back to 

him to express her dissatisfaction. She was 

determined to protest till the very end. 

 

Seeing that, Maurice was furious. 

 

He put the soup on the bedside table, picked up the 

medicine, and put it into his mouth. He then took a sip 

of water, pulled Eliana up from the bed, and kissed 

her. Her eyes widened in surprise. 

 

"Hmm... Hmm..." 

 

Eliana struggled in vain. 

 

The moment she opened her mouth, he let the water 

and medicine in his mouth flow into hers. 



 

After doing what he wanted, he stepped back. 

 

Eliana coughed and was about to spit out the 

medicine. 

 

"If you dare to spit it out, then I'll have sex with you," 

Maurice threatened her. 

 

Eliana hesitated and swallowed the medicine 

unconsciously. 
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