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Seeing her anxious expression, Kayla nodded and said, “Alright, work is important, you
go ahead.”

“‘Um. I'm really sorry about today. I'll treat you next time, and you can choose the place.”
“Good.”

An hour later, Briana Cameron had negotiated a collaboration with Mr. Cruz, and the
two of them walked out of the private room together.

After sending Mr. Cruz off in his car, Briana Cameron watched his car leave before
turning around to prepare to drive back to the company.

Unexpectedly, just as she reached the side of the car, a cold female voice sounded
behind her.

“Briana Cameron, | really underestimated you. | didn’t expect you to even poach clients
from the Fredrick Group.”

Briana Cameron paused in her actions, turning back to look at Aurora who was standing
not far away.

“Ms. Fredrick, if | remember correctly, Mr. Cruz did not seem to have signed a contract
of servitude to the Fredrick Group, and he also had the right to choose with whom to
cooperate.”

“If there was too much customer attrition, | believed Ms. Fredrick should have reflected
on whether there were any issues within her own company, rather than constantly
blaming others.”

Aurora sneered, “You really have a sharp tongue, but don’t think that

1301

Chapter 1101

286 Voux



this will cause any trouble for the Fredrick Group. It's just one client, the Fredrick Group
can afford the loss.”

Briana Cameron chuckled, “If there really wasn’t any problem, Ms. Fredrick wouldn’t
have come to accuse us in such a huff, right?”

Aurora’s face stiffened for a moment, her hand hanging by her side unconsciously
clenched, staring at Briana Cameron with a gaze as cold as ice and snow.

Seeing her looking unwell, Briana Cameron didn’t continue to provoke her. She opened
the car door and got in, then immediately started the car and left.

Aurora stared intently at Briana Cameron’s car until it disappeared from her sight, then
with a grim expression, she took out her phone and dialed a number.

“‘Dad, when | went out for lunch today, | saw Briana Cameron dining with Mr. Cruz, a
major collaborator of our Fredrick Group. It seemed like they had reached some kind of
agreement.”

“Understood, don’t worry about this matter, just stay at home during this period.”

Hearing of Benjamin’s dissatisfaction. Aurora couldn’t help but bite her lip, about to
speak, but the other side had already hung up the phone.

The Fredrick Group, President’s Office.

After putting down his phone, Benjamin looked at the man across from him with a cold
expression.

“Mr. Lightfoot, I'm sorry, but | didn’t plan on collaborating with Kingly Group.”

Robinson raised an eyebrow, “May | know why? The terms offered by Kingly Group
should already be the highest in the industry.”

Benjamin nodded. “Indeed, if it were in the past, | would have certainly been ready to
sign a contract with Mr. Lightfoot by now. But Mr. Lightfoot should also know, my
daughter just got engaged to Mr. Yoder of the Yoder Group.”

“Mr. Yoder was my son—in—law, and the business war between the Kingly Group and
the Yoder Group had already reached a fever pitch. If | were to help Mr. Lightfoot, |
didn’t know if my daughter would be able to hold her head up in front of Mr. Yoder in the
future.”

Robinson chuckled. “Mr. Fredrick, do you really think Maxim would genuinely treat Ms.
Fredrick well?”



“I trusted him, and he was also the fiance chosen by Aurora herself. | trusted Aurora’s
judgment.”

Robinson didn’t continue to persuade either. He stood up and said, “Since Mr. Fredrick
has already made up his mind, | won'’t say anything more. However, if Mr. Fredrick
wants to cooperate with Kingly Group, you can come to me at any time.”

“I had my secretary send for Mr. Lightfoot.”

Leaving the Fredrick Group. Daniel couldn’t help but speak up: “Mr. Lightfoot, if we can’t
find a company to cooperate with soon, the Kingly Group will quickly become an empty
shell.”

And their idea of using the Kingly Group against the Yoder Group and the Cameron
Group would also be shattered.

Robinson sneered, speaking ominously, “Don’t worry, hasn’t Isaac already returned?
We have an ace up our sleeve!”
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He didn’t believe that if he threatened him with Maxim’s foster parents at that time, the
other party could still ignore it.

While pondering when to use Reese and Kendra to threaten Maxim, the cell phone in
the pocket suddenly rang.

Upon seeing it was his father, Robinson quickly answered the call.

“‘Dad, why did you suddenly call me?”

A cold voice came from across. “You useless thing, you’ve been in Haseton for so long
and haven’t gotten a single new key. You’ve also nearly ruined the Kingly Group. What

use are you to me!”

Robinson’s face changed, “Dad, | will definitely bring down the Yoder Group as soon as
possible.”

“Idiot! Your target should be the Cameron Group now, after all, you've already got the
key from the Yoder family. What'’s the point of dealing with Maxim now?! I’'m giving you



one more chance, if you can’t do anything right, get back to Mekton and give that
identity back to your brother!”

Upon hearing this, Robinson’s grip on his phone unconsciously tightened, his eyes filled
with coldness.

Scorpion was his brother, Randall Lightfoot. If it hadn’t been for a serious injury his
brother suffered during an operation six months ago, which left him in a coma, he, as
the twin brother, wouldn’t have had to temporarily impersonate Scorpion to keep those
subordinates in check.

However... thinking of the first time he had beaten Randall, he wished
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that Randall would never wake up!

“‘Understood...”

After hanging up the phone, Robinson fiercely threw his cell phone on the ground,
gritting his teeth and saying. “No matter how much time has passed, in his eyes, there’s
only that Randall lying unconscious in bed. Only Randall is his son. I'm just a pawn!”
Thinking back to when Randall was in a coma, how his father seemed to age overnight.
Robinson was filled with anger. He was determined to prove that he was the only
suitable heir to the Lightfoot Group!

Daniel was silent for a moment, then slowly said, “Mr. Lightfoot, the pressing matter at
hand is still how to get the key from the Cameron family. As long as we get the key,

your father will surely look at you with new respect.”

Robinson clenched his fists tightly, saying word by word, “Once | get all the keys and
inherit the Lightfoot Group, | will never let anyone threaten me again!”

Even his father couldn’t!

“As for dealing with the Cameron Group, | did have a plan.”

Robinson looked up at him, “What plan?”

“Previously, the Bynes family had offended the Cameron family due to their
collaboration with the Kingly Group. Now, they are having a hard time. If we extend an

olive branch at this moment, the Bynes family will surely become our weapon against
the Cameron family ”



Robinson was silent for a moment, then slowly said, “Find a way to arrange a meeting
with senior Mr. Bynes.”

Maxim quickly received the news of the meeting between the Bynes family and
Robinson.

Rayan looked serious, “Mr. Yoder, are we going to deal with Kingly Group now? If
Kingly Group collaborates with the Bynes Group, it might be disadvantageous for the
Yoder Group.”

Maxim was silent for a long time before he finally spoke, “Hand over the evidence of the
Kingly Group department manager’s crime to the police.”

“Alright, | went immediately.”

Robinson had just finished talking with senior Mr. Bynes and was heading home, full of
confidence, preparing to initiate the plan against the Cameron Group the next day,
when Daniel suddenly said with a grim expression, “Mr. Lightfoot, a manager from the
Kingly Group has had an accident!”

“What?”

Confusion filled Robinson’s eyes, and he immediately furrowed his brow, asking, “What
happened?”

“Take a look at this news.”

Taking the phone handed over by Daniel, Robinson looked at it for a while, his face
instantly turned incredibly ugly.
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“What an idiot! | think the HR department of Kingly Group is just for show, they even
covered up this kind of thing for him!”

Robinson was so furious he could kill. The internet was now flooded with news about
department managers from Kingly Group imposing unwritten rules on their
subordinates, driving them to suicide, and Kingly Group was even covering it up. The
situation that had been hard to calm down before was stirred up again because of this.



“‘Hehe, Kingly Group is just a trashy company. | thought it was going to go under when it
was caught evading taxes before. It hasn’t been long since then, and now another
scandal has erupted. When will this disgusting company go bankrupt?”

“I was speechless too. This issue seemed to have been circulated for a while last year,
but after Kingly Group’s public relations intervention, it stopped. | said at that time that
there was something wrong with Kingly Group, but no one believed me!”

“That girl who was victimized by the unspoken rules was really pitiful. More than a year
has passed, and this matter has only just started to gain some attention. | really don’t
know how that scumbag managed to sleep at all this past year!”

The overwhelming comments were all criticizing the Kingly Group.

Seeing Robinson almost lose his mind in anger, Daniel hurriedly said, “Mr. Lightfoot, our
top priority now is to quickly find out who is pulling the strings behind the scenes. There
must be a puppet master behind this!”
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Robinson sneered, “Who else could it be, it must be Maxim. Since he insists on going
against the Kingly Group, | won’t show any mercy. Cut off one of Reese’s fingers and
send it directly to the Yoder Group!”

“Yes!”

In the pitch—dark basement, Reese and Kendra had been locked up for many days.

The two looked haggard at that moment, with disheveled hair and lips cracked from
dehydration. Their mental state seemed to be in poor

condition.
Suddenly, the basement door opened.

Both of them turned their heads at the same time, seeing Isaac walk in with a stranger.
Anger welled up in their eyes.

“Isaac, you bastard, what on earth were you going to do to us?!”



Isaac sneered, “Still have the energy to curse me, it seems you’re not hungry enough.”

The man behind him frowned, saying coldly, “Don’t forget why I'm here, don’t waste
time!”

“Understood.”

Isaac walked up to Reese, smelling the sour stench emanating from him. Disgust filled
his eyes as he directly grabbed Reese and pinned him against the wall.

Reese struggled hastily, gritting his teeth, “Isaac, I'm your uncle, what are you doing?!”

Isaac’s expression was icy cold as he pulled out a knife from his pocket, coldly saying to
the person who came with him, “You hold him down, I'll cut off his fingers.”

Upon hearing this, the expressions on Reese and Kendra'’s faces turned incredibly
unpleasant.

Kendra rushed forward intending to push Isaac away, but was harshly slapped by Isaac.

Because she hadn’t eaten for several days, she had no strength at all, and fell directly
to the ground, seeing stars before her eyes.

“‘Isaac, have you gone mad?! Why would you cut off my fingers, your parents‘ death had
nothing to do with me! Let me go! Ah!”

With a scream echoing, Reese’s little finger was brutally cut off, blood gushing out.
His face was pale with pain, he almost fainted.
Isaac tossed a medical kit in front of the two, his expression mocking as he said. “Blame

Maxim. If he hadn’t opposed the Kingly Group, | wouldn’t have captured you, and you
wouldn’t have lost this finger.”
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Upon hearing this, both Reese and Kendra were taken aback Immediately. Kendra

retorted angrily, “Maxim has nothing to do with us, if you want revenge, you should go
find him!”



Isaac raised an eyebrow and chuckled, but his eyes were icy cold. “You may not care
about Maxim anymore, but Maxim still cares about you. So. | think the best way to deal
with him is to capture you, hahaha...”

Seeing Isaac’s wild behavior, Kendra was so angry that she wanted to go up and slap
her, but she couldn’t get up at all.

“Isaac, you will surely pay for this!”

There was not a trace of fear in Isaac’s eyes as he spoke, “What retribution? You
haven’t faced any retribution, why would | face any?!”

Seeing Reese’s face turn pale with pain, Isaac turned around and left directly, without a
trace of warmth in his eyes.

On the day his parents were murdered, Reese was no longer his uncle in his heart, but
his enemy.

‘I advised you to stop Reese’s bleeding quickly, otherwise he might have bled out and
died later!”

After speaking, Isaac immediately locked the door to the basement.

The sound of footsteps gradually faded away. Kendra slowly rose, walked over to
Reese, and sat down beside him. She opened the medical kit and began to treat his
wounds.

After bandaging, Kendra said coldly, “It's all Maxim’s fault. If it wasn’t
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for him, we wouldn’t be in this situation!”

As she spoke these words, Kendra gritted her teeth in anger. Maxim, who once was her
pride, had now become the person she hated the

most.

Reese sighed, “Kendra... actually, this is also my fault. | lied to you. Maxim, he didn’t
know anything... If you want to blame someone, blame me...”



Kendra sneered, “You thought | didn’t hate you?! If it weren'’t for the fact that you're
Roxanne’s father, | wouldn’t even bother with you.”

Knowing she had a sharp tongue but a soft heart, Reese didn’t argue with her. He just
said quietly, “We need to figure out a way to get a message to Maxim, otherwise he
might be caught off guard.”

“What do you think they cut off and took away your finger for?”

Reese furrowed his brow, opening his mouth to say, “You mean, they cut off my finger
to threaten Maxim?!”

“Of course! You've lost your own fingers, yet you're still concerned about Maxim. | think
you really consider him as your son. But now that he has a father, whether he
recognizes you or not is another

matter!”

Faced with Kendra’s undisguised mockery, Reese couldn’t help but retort. “You’ve
treated him like your own son all these years, don'’t think | don’t know. When you were
in Mekton, you were always waiting for his call.”

Hearing this, Kendra reacted like a cat whose tail had been stepped on, raising her
voice and saying, “Stop talking nonsense! | was waiting for a call from Roxanne. Ever
since | found out he wasn’t my biological son, I've cut off all ties with him!”
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Seeing her blush with anger, Reese didn’t want to provoke her any further.

“Alright, alright, if you say it's not there, then it's not there. We haven’t eaten for days,
let's save some energy.”

Kendra glared at him, saying coldly. “You just had a finger cut off, and you still have
time to talk nonsense? If you don'’t rest properly, you might bleed to death later, and |
don’t want to have to collect your corpse!”

“‘Don’t worry, it won't.”

The two fell silent, and after a long while, Kendra finally spoke, “Do you think Maxim
would come to save us if he saw your finger?”



Thinking about all the things she had done after realizing that he was not her biological
son, Kendra believed that Maxim must hate her to death, and there was no way he
would come to save her.

“l could.”

The certainty in Reese’s eyes made Kendra pause, then she turned her head away and
said irritably, “| hope he really will come.”

*k*k

The next morning, as soon as Maxim arrived at the company, Rayan walked in with a
package.

“Mr. Yoder, this is the package that was just delivered, but I'm not sure what it is.”

Maxim reached out to take it, and as soon as he opened it, he saw a finger with
bloodstains inside. A cold glint flashed in his eyes, and he said in a cold voice, “Find out
where it was sent from!”
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Rayan also saw that finger, his face instantly turned incredibly unsightly, he
covered his mouth and started to dry heave.

Maxim placed the box on the table, his eyes filled with coldness. This finger
was most likely sent by Robinson, but whose finger was in the box?

While lost in thought, the phone in my pocket rang.
Seeing it was Isaac, his eyes turned cold, and he answered the call directly.
“‘Isaac, that finger was sent by you, wasn’t it?”

A soft laugh came from the other end of the phone. “It's me, what’s wrong?
Are you surprised?”

“What did you want?”

‘I didn’t mean anything by it, just wanted to warn you. If you dare to go against
Kingly Group again, next time it won’t be a finger that’s sent over.”

“Whose finger was this?”

“‘Hahaha, guess who, it's someone very important to you. | advise you to
behave yourself, otherwise, Robinson has plenty of ways to make you wish
you were dead.”



After speaking, Isaac immediately hung up the phone.
Maxim took a deep breath, his mind racing.
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Norma was currently in the sanatorium in Haseton, so the person he
kidnapped couldn’t have been Norma. Apart from Norma, the only important
people to him were Briana Cameron, Roxanne, Reese, and Kendra.

Suddenly, his face turned incredibly ugly, and he immediately dialed Reese’s
mobile phone.

However, even until the bell automatically stopped, it did not get through.

The hand holding his phone kept tightening, a chill lurking in the depths of his
eyes.

After calming himself down with great difficulty, Rayan said, “Mr. Yoder. shall
we call the police?”

Maxim’s expression was icy, “No need, I've already guessed who kidnapped
Isaac. Immediately investigate Isaac’s whereabouts during this period!”

“Alright, I'll go right away, but what about this finger?”
Maxim took a deep breath and said in a low voice, “Burn it.”

Judging from the condition of this finger, it must have been cut off a long time
ago. Even if it were reattached, it would likely be of no use

“Good.”
An hour later, Rayan had finally figured out Isaac’s recent whereabouts.

Knowing that he had gone to Mekton and returned, Maxim’s expression was
cold. It seemed that Reese and Kendra had also been brought back to the
country by him.

It was estimated that he was either locked in the basement of his villa, or
confined by Robinson.

“Mr. Yoder, what should we do next?”
“I went to meet Robinson, | also had a gift to give him.”
“Good.”



At noon, Robinson walked into the restaurant with a beaming smile, his face
full of triumphant joy.

“Mr. Yoder, it was unusual that you would ask to meet me.”
Maxim’s lips held a smile, but his gaze was as cold as millennia—old ice.

“‘Robinson, no need to play dumb when you clearly understand. You thought
kidnapping Reese and Kendra would threaten me?”
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Robinson raised an eyebrow, smiling as he said, “Mr. Yoder, one shouldn’t make such
reckless remarks. How could | possibly engage in such illegal and criminal activities?”

Maxim looked at him coldly. “You must be curious, besides the evidence that has been
released now, what other leverage do | have on Kingly Group, right?”

“Of course | was curious, but | didn’t think that Kingly Group and the Yoder Group had
to fight to the death. Perhaps we could collaborate.”

Maxim was not at all moved by Robinson’s gesture of goodwill.

“There was no need for that. | sought out Mr. Lightfoot today because | wanted to
discuss the terms of their release with him.”

The smile on Robinson’s face vanished as he looked at Maxim expressionlessly. “If it's
not about cooperation, | don’t think we need to continue talking.”

After speaking, he stood up and planned to leave.

Maxim’s lips curled into a cold smirk, “Mr. Lightfoot, | advise you to sit down, otherwise
Kingly Group might give you a big surprise later. ”

Robinson could threaten him using Reese and Kendra, and he could also threaten
Robinson using the Kingly Group.

“Did you want them to die because of you?”

“As long as someone was killed, there would be traces left behind, and you made a fatal
mistake, which was letting Isaac kidnap them. Didn’t
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Robinson’s expression was icy, “No matter what, Isaac is your cousin. It doesn’t seem
right to talk about your own cousin like that.”

“Mr. Lightfoot. | don’t like to beat around the bush. I'll give you the evidence I've
collected on Kingly Group, and in return, you let my foster parents go. How does that
sound?”

After a moment of silence. Robinson sat back down and looked at Maxim, saying, “Well,
| need to see first if what you're offering is worth it.”

“The evidence in my hands was enough to destroy Kingly Group. Did Mr. Lightfoot think
it was worth it?”

Robinson’s face changed, and he immediately leaned back in his chair. “This condition
that Mr. Yoder mentioned, | am indeed very tempted. but | can’t guarantee that Mr.
Yoder won’t deceive me, can |? After all, evidence can be backed up.”

“If Mr. Lightfoot said that, then we had no possibility of continuing the

conversation.”

Robinson smirked, “I think we’re quite fine as we are. However, if Mr. Yoder could bring
another key for exchange, I'd be willing to make that trade.”

‘I wanted to know, why did Mr. Lightfoot want the key so much, and what would happen
if all the keys were collected?”

“If Mr. Yoder wanted to know, he could look it up himself, but whether he could find it or
not was another matter.”

After speaking, Robinson immediately turned around and left.

Maxim watched his retreating figure, his eyes filled with coldness.

Saving Reese and Kendra required time, during which they could no longer deal with
the Kingly Group. Otherwise, given Robinson’s ruthlessness, they didn’t know what

would be sent over next time.

Upon returning to the Yoder Group, Maxim immediately called over Rayan.



“I continued to track the daily movements of Robinson and Isaac. | suspected that Isaac
had imprisoned my parents.”

“Good.”
Briana Cameron handled Elliot’s affairs, then submitted her

resignation. Too much had happened during this period, she wanted to take a break
and adjust her mindset.

After the HR of Graceful Attire knew her thoughts, they didn’t try to persuade her
anymore and signed her resignation application.

After losing her job, Briana Cameron found herself with a lot of free time. She spent her
days shopping or reading at home, leading a leisurely and comfortable life.

However, Astrid came knocking on the door in a hurry just a few days into the rest
period.

“Briana, you must save me this time, no matter what!”
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Seeing her in such a fluster, Briana Cameron couldn’t help but raise an eyebrow.
“What's gotten into you? I've never seen you this panicked before.”

“‘Don’t get me started. Recently, a top—tier artist from my company insisted on
terminating her contract. She had a good relationship with our costume designers, and
when she left, she took several of them with her. | was about to start a new production,
and now | can’t find any costume designers at all.”

Upon hearing this, Briana Cameron immediately refused.

“No. I’'m not interested. | can introduce you to some fashion designers. | planned to take
a break and had no interest in working anymore.”

Seeing Briana Cameron’s determined face, Astrid looked disappointed and grabbed her
sleeve, saying, “Briana, is it really impossible?”

Briana Cameron ignored her, took out her phone and started



contacting designers she knew. Before long, she directly recommended a Line to her.

“I had collaborated with this designer before, she has strong professional skills. You
should talk to her.”

Seeing no hope, Astrid could only nod, “Alright, but if you change your mind, you can
tell me anytime!”

Briana Cameron gave a slight smile, “| don’t think | would.”
Astrid:

D
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There was really no love left at all!

“Right, | remember you knew the movie queen Madeline, didn’t you? Have you seen the
recent gossip about her?”

A flash of surprise crossed Briana Cameron’s eyes, “What gossip?”

Rumors circulated online that she was kept by a company CEO, and it was said that
she recently had a falling out with that CEO, which caused her resources to plummet
drastically.

Briana Cameron frowned, saying coldly, “I believe she’s not that kind of person.”

“Your belief was pointless, the PR of her company never came out to explain, she had
been criticized for several days already.”

Speaking of Madeline, Astrid felt a bit regretful. Her company had originally planned to
sign Madeline, but the negotiations fell through. Madeline then went to another well-
regarded film and television company in the industry, and her resources have been
dwindling ever

since.

Briana Cameron was silent for a moment, then said, “I will investigate this matter
thoroughly.”



“‘Um, the company she signed with has a strong PR team. They’ve been silent this
whole time, probably because they’'ve decided to let her go internally. If she plans to
terminate her contract, remember to recommend my company to her. | will definitely
give her the best treatment!”

After all, Madeline’s acting skills and appearance were at their peak, and she also had a
lot of fans. As long as they could sign her, it was equivalent to the company having a
money tree.

“Um, | understand. You can go back first if you're okay. I'll have
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someone look into this matter.”

“Good.”

After Astrid left. Briana Cameron immediately found Madeline’s Line

and sent a message.

Soon, Madeline called back directly

“Briana, things on the internet are not real. | don’t want to explain to anyone, but |
especially don’t want you to misunderstand me ”

Briana Cameron’s hand unconsciously tightened around her phone. thinking of the
times she had spent with—Madeline, she took a deep breath

“I trust you, what exactly happened? You need to tell me so that | can figure out a way
to help you.”

There was a moment of silence on the other end of the phone before Madeline’s low
voice came through.

“It was hard to explain over the phone, let's meet somewhere.”

“There must be a lot of paparazzi waiting for you now, where are you hiding? I'll come
find you!”

After Madeline gave an address, Briana Cameron immediately hung up the phone and
drove there.

An hour later, finally stopped at the front door of Madeline’s villa
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After getting off the car, she walked to the door and knocked.

After a while, the villa door finally opened, revealing Madeline’s somewhat pale face.
“Briana, come in first,”

After Briana Cameron walked in, she couldn’t help but frown, saying, “Why is your face
so pale? Haven’t you been resting well these past few days?”

Madeline nodded. “You sit first, what would you like to drink? | only have water and
coffee here.”

“No need, tell me what'’s really going on, let me see if | can help you.”

The two sat down on the sofa, and Madeline was silent for a moment before she spoke:
‘I am indeed in a relationship, with someone you also know.”

Briana Cameron paused for a moment, then blurted out subconsciously, “You're not
talking about... Brycen, are you?”

Madeline pursed her lips and nodded, “It was him. Initially, | didn’t want to get involved
with him, but he never gave up. Once, when | was filming, | fell from a wire and he
desperately protected me....."

“Since then, my opinion of him had changed. At first, | thought he was pursuing me on a
whim, but later | realized he was serious.”

“So what happened this time? You were being insulted so badly online, and | didn’t see
him stand up for you.”

Chapter 1108
Madeline was silent for a moment, then said softly, “I've already broken up with him.”
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Seeing her dispirited appearance, Briana Cameron couldn’t help but frown. “You don’t
seem to have let go, did he bring it up?”



Madeline shook her head. “No, it was me who brought it up. | was never really
compatible with him. I was only briefly with him because his sincerity touched me.
Breaking up now is just cutting our losses in time.”

“But your expression didn’t tell me that. If you still have feelings, | suggest you not give
up on this relationship so quickly.”

Madeline hung her head, her eyes filled with despair and pain. “It's useless. the Carney
family will never accept me. Being with me will only gradually wear away his feelings for
me. It's better to break up now, at least in the future when he thinks of me, he won't feel
regret.”

Aside from the Carney family, after her parents accidentally found out about Brycen’s
background, every time they called him, they hinted at her to ask Brycen to help her
brother find a job in Bridenville.

Madeline had never agreed, because she knew very well that once she started, the
Garcia family would cling to Brycen like vampires.

Once Brycen found out what her family was like, he might truly regret falling in love with
her and even start to despise himself

Whenever she thought of this possibility, Madeline’s heart felt as if it was tightly gripped
by a large hand, and waves of suffocating pain would inevitably come.

Seeing the despair radiating from her, Briana Cameron couldn’t help but say, “Madeline,
| think you're in a bad state right now. You’ve always been a confident and sunny girl in
front of me. Why has a mere romance made you so unconfident?”

In Briana Cameron’s eves, Madeline was a queen of the screen, with both acting skills
and beauty that were hard to beat She didn’t need to rely on anyone to live well

Madeline gave a bitter laugh. “Perhaps it's because of falling in love with someone that
one becomes so anxious about gains and losses

‘Regardless. | thought you were a very good girl, don’t belittle yourself because of
emotions”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, | understand Thank you, Briana”

Briana Cameron stayed with Madeline for a while longer, cooked her a meal, and only
left after seeing that she was feeling a bit better

Not long after she left, the doorbell of the Madeline villa rang again

Thinking she had forgotten something, Madeline opened the door directly



However, the moment Madeline saw the person at the door, her face instantly turned
incredibly unpleasant.
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She hurriedly closed the door, but the other party held it open with
their hand

“‘Madeline, why did you disappear after saying we should break up Why did you want to
leave me!”

Pain was all that Brycen could see, he was quite certain that Madeline

liked him

He had even fantasized about marrying Madeline in the future

Unexpectedly. Madeline disappeared immediately after she suddenly broke up with him

Madeline’s expression was cold. “It's nothing, | just feel that we're not on the same path,
and | don’t want to waste any more time

“| didn’t believe it!”

Brycen grabbed her hand tightly, gritting his teeth and said. “Look into my eyes and tell
me! | know you love me too, why do you want to break up” Did | do something wrong”

Madeline shook off his hand, looking at him coldly. “Brycen, many things in this world
have no reason. If you insist on asking why all | can tell you is that I'm tired. | don’t want
to continue being with you

Before she could finish her words, she was swept into Brycen’s arms

She could sense his body trembling slightly, but the voice from above was unnaturally
cold, “Madeline, take back those words, | don’t want to hear! | won’t believe either!”
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Madeline took a deep breath and slowly said. “If you don’t believe me, so be it. There’s
no future for us anyway Don’t bother me anymore

“‘Madeline’ Enough! Stop saying these insincere words! You're hurting me, but you’re
also hurting yourself!”

Madeline took a deep breath and slowly said. “Believe it or not. | just don't like you
anymore. But you have power and influence, and if you want to use that to keep me
with you, it's not impossible ”

“‘Enough!”

Brycen let go of her, stepping back a few paces, his eyes full of hurt

“When have | ever used power to oppress you in these past few years. Madeline? You
shouldn’t treat my sincerity like this.”

Looking at his bloodshot eyes, Madeline’s hand hanging by her side clenched tightly.
After a while, she said coldly. “Sincerity? Do you really think your sincerity is worth
anything? If you weren’t powerful and influential, able to help me in my career, do you
think | would be with you?”

“But these past few years, you never let me help...

Madeline interrupted him, her expression mocking, “It's precisely because you haven’t
helped me these past few years that | broke up with you. I’ve never seen someone as
oblivious as you before”

“l already had a better option, so our relationship could also come to an end.”

Brycen stared at her intently, trying to detect even the slightest trace of a lie on her face,
but there was none...

Her demeanor was calm, her gaze upon him was as if she was looking at a stranger.
Perhaps, she had never really liked him, she just hid it too well before.

Those past palpitations and memories have now all turned into a joke.

He actually loved such a woman for three years, it was really ridiculous!

‘I understood. | didn’t want to see you again in the future, don’t appear before me again,
or | wouldn’t let you off!”

After saying this, he turned around and left directly.



Watching his resolute departure, the tears in Madeline’s eyes finally couldn’t be held
back. She immediately turned around, closed the door, and collapsed on the floor,
sobbing loudly.
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If she had known that this would be her ending with Brycen, she definitely wouldn’t have
been with him in the first place.

After an unknown amount of time had passed, Madeline’s emotions gradually stabilized.
She got up and returned to sit on the sofa.

Not long after | sat down, my phone started ringing.

Seeing it was her agent, she hesitated for a moment but chose to answer the call, after
all, she had to face the facts sooner or later.

The anxious voice of the agent came through as soon as the call was connected. “Oh
my ancestors, you finally answered the phone. Do you have any idea how much the
company’s boss has been scolding me these past few days?!”

Madeline spoke softly, “I'm sorry, | wasn’t feeling well these past few days, so | wanted
some time alone.”

“Where are you now? I’'m coming to find you immediately. The current online public
opinion is very unfavorable to you. We need to develop a public relations plan as soon
as possible.”

After giving her villa’s address, Madeline hung up the phone.

In less than an hour, the agent had arrived at her villa.

Seeing her, the agent was taken aback.

“‘Madeline, what happened to you? How did you become so haggard in just a few
days?”
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Madeline shook her head, “I'm fine. How is the company planning to handle this
situation?”

“‘Because we couldn’t find you before, and the company didn’t know whether this matter
was true or not, it was put on hold.”

After a pause. the agent continued, “I think we should make your relationship with
Brycen public. It could help your career.

Madeline fell silent for two seconds, then said with a bitter smile. “We’ve already broken
up. As for those rumors online, they’re all false. Just let the PR department handle it
according to the previous plan.”

The agent looked surprised, “What happened? | remember your relationship used to be
very stable, didn’t it?”

She had originally thought that Madeline and Brycen could make it to the step of
marriage.

Unexpectedly, in just a few days, she broke up without a word.
Madeline bit her lower lip, a flash of sadness passing through her eyes.

“Bella, don’t ask about this matter anymore. Whatever the company wants to clarify. |
can cooperate from my end.”

Seeing her looking upset, Bella didn’t continue the topic either.

“Alright, | immediately called the PR manager of the company to ask for his opinion.”
After Bella made the call, the company responded quickly.

“‘Madeline, the company’s idea was to clarify things directly and then sue the rumor—
mongers. Also, the company was planning to get you on a few variety shows recently. It
would help you gain more public

recognition,”
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Regarding this, Madeline had no objections whatsoever.

“Sure, but | haven'’t been feeling well recently. Could you let me rest for a few more
days?”

Seeing her haggard appearance, a flicker of heartache flashed in Bella’s
eves.

After all, she had been working with Madeline for many years, and Madeline had never
said she was tired.

This time, saying he wanted to rest, he must have really been hurt. |

guess.

“Alright. you don’t need to worry about the company. I'll handle it. Consider this period
as a vacation for yourself, relax a bit. Coincidentally, there’s a variety show next month
that I've had my eye on for a

while, I'll help you get in touch with them.”

“Um, thank you, Bella.”

“Why should we say thanks among us? Regarding the work plan for the second half of
the year, do you have any thoughts?”

‘I wanted to take on more roles, to earn more money.”

Bella frowned, “The money you’ve made is already enough for you to spend. | originally
planned to shift you from the entertainment industry to the film industry.”

“As for movies, | had a plan. | was preparing to shoot one movie a year in the future,
transitioning slowly from TV dramas to films. ”

Looking at Madeline’s calm demeanor, Bella always felt that something was off.



