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He looked at James and reprimanded him, "James, is it true that you've stolen the 
paintings of the other three families and unraveled the secret behind them?" 

Tobias was also curious to know how James managed to become this powerful in such 
a short amount of time. 

However, James refused to tell him the truth.So, he was using this opportunity to 
pressure him into spilling the beans. 

James thought long and hard about it. 

He knew that the Cadens would not shield him from the Johnstons’ Grand Patriarch if 
he did not provide a satisfactory explanation. 

"No." 

After brief contemplation, he said, "When I was imprisoned in the Johnstons’ dungeon, I 
came across a man by the name of Spencer Johnston.As he knew he wouldn't be able 
to live for long, he imparted his True Energy to me and taught me the Blithe Fist of 
Abomination. 

"Also, the elderly man who defeated Donovan Blithe, the Patriarch of the Blithes, at 
Mount Littleroot was me in disguise.That's also how I came to learn the Blithe Fist of 
Abomination." 

James told them the whole truth. 

Now that his strength was known to all, there was no point in hiding anymore. 

Once he spoke the whole truth, the Cadens would shield him from the Grand Patriarch 
of the Johnstons. 

After all, even though he crippled Hades, it was Hades who made the first move. 

Tobias looked at Yaakov and said smilingly, "That was how it went.He didn’t learn any 
martial art skill from the paintings.Everyone knows about what happened on Mount 
Littleroot a month ago.Many martial artists of the Johnstons were present too.You can 
easily verify the authenticity of his words." 



Yaakov’s face darkened.He had come here personally to apply pressure on the Cadens 
to give up on James. 

Now, however, he no longer had the leverage. 

"You said that Spencer Blithe imparted his True Energy to you.But, how could you 
withstand such potent and concentrated True Energy? Your body would’ve exploded on 
the spot.Are you taking me for a fool?" 

Before James could speak, Tobias hurriedly explained, "To be honest with you, when 
James was here treating his injuries after being crippled by the Johnstons, he used a 
rather special technique.By borrowing my True Energy, he forcibly opened all his 
meridians.As he was already near the fifth rank by that time, he immediately made a 
breakthrough once imbued with powerful True Energy." 

"Hmph!" 

Yaakov stood up and left. 

Before he stepped out of the front door, he paused and turned to look at Tobias and 
James. 

"We'll settle the grudge between our families at the Mount Thunder Conference." 

Leaving this ruthless remark, he left. 

Tobias breathed a sigh of relief. 

Looking at James, who was sitting in a lotus position, he asked, "Are you alright?" 

James shook his head slightly. 

"I’m fine." 

He had learned many cultivation methods that cured injuries from the Medical Book. 

As such, such a minor injury was of no consequence to him. 

Tobias took a seat. 

Meanwhile, after some regulation of his body condition, James stood 
up.иσνєℓєвσσк.¢σмTobias asked, "Did Spencer Blithe really teach you everything he 
knew about the Blithe Fist of Abomination?" 

Hearing this, James looked at Tobias. 



Maxine had told him that Tobias was still bitter about losing to the Blithe Fist of 
Abomination twenty years ago. 

"Ves," 

He did not deny it. 

Tobias stood up and patted James’ back. 

"James, you have potential.All this while, I’ve been trying to nurture you as a Patriarch 
of the household.Not only did I treat your injuries, but I even allowed you to cultivate the 
family’s signature 

martial art skill.I have long heard of the renowned Blithe Fist of Abomination.Surely a 
principled man like you would share what you’ve learned with me?" 
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Tobias had had his eyes on the Blithe Fist of Abomination for a very long time. 

Although he had cultivated Thirteen Heavenly Swords, the signature martial art skill of 
the Cadens, he was still bitter about losing to the Blithe Fist of Abomination. 

Now that he knew that James had cultivated this martial art skill, he was tempted to 
learn it himself. 

James knew what Tobias was thinking of. 

How could he impart the Blithe Fist of Abomination to him? ‘James, from today onward, 
you’ ll be the Minor Patriarch of the Caden family. 

After the Mount Thunder Conference, I'll step down from my position as Patriarch for 
you, assuming that the Cadens are still around.” Tobias was wearing an anxious 
expression. 

“The Cadens are now besieged on all sides. 

Many hope for our destruction. 

However, as my strength is limited, I can’t protect the entire family. 



However, if I can cultivate the Blithe Fist of Abomination, I might be able to turn the 
tides.” James looked at Tobias and said, “I wish I could. 

But, before my master’s death, he warned me not to impart the Blithe Fist of 
Abomination to any outsiders. 

I have to keep my promise.” “T see...” Tobias was disappointed. 

Then, he said smilingly, “I don’t have a choice, then. 

Since you’ve made a promise, you have to keep it. 

However, you’ll have to work hard. 

We'll be relying on you at the Mount Thunder Conference.” James could not figure 
Tobias out. 

Though it was obvious that he wanted to learn the Blithe Fist of Abomination, he acted 
as if he could not care less. 

“I’m leaving.” James did not linger for long. 

He simply turned and left. 

After he left, the smile on Tobias’ face vanished. 

His expression darkened, and he clenched his fists. 

After leaving the Cadens’ mansion, James hurriedly returned to the Emperor’s Mansion. 

In the living room... 

James took a seat. 

Thea poured a glass of water and handed it to him, “How did it go, Darling? What did 
Tobias say?” Maxine looked at James, waiting for his response. 

After James drank the glass of water, he said, “Tobias doesn’t know about it either. 

By the way, while I was at the Cadens’ mansion, I came across someone.” “who?” They 
asked in unison. 

James said, “Yaakov Johnston, Grand Patriarch of the Johnstons.” “What? Yaakov 
Johnston?!” Maxine exclaimed. 



Thea glanced at her and asked, “Why? Is he that scary?” Maxine nodded and said, “I 
heard that he participated in the battle against the Gu Sect a hundred years ago. 

He had been about sixty years old then. 

Not only that, his cultivation base was at the fifth rank. 

To think that he would still be alive after a hundred years... 

He must be unbelievably strong now.” Maxine could not imagine how powerful Yaakov 
would be. 

Wearing a grim expression, James said, “He’s really strong. 

I don’t stand a chance against him. 

He must be at the peak of the seventh rank. 

He’s probably even made a breakthrough into the eighth rank.” “Wh -What?” Thea was 
stunned. 

Maxine nodded. 

“It’s true. 

Each of the Ancient Four has a Grand Patriarch. 

However, I didn’t expect Yaakov to be the Grand Patriarch of the Johnstons. 

He’s a person of higher status than Bennett Caden, the Grand Patriarch of the Cadens. 

However, there’s nothing to worry about. 

The Cadens’ Grand Patriarch won't sit idly by if Yaakov dares make a move on us.” 
“Mhm.” James nodded. 
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Although James did not know Bennett’s strength, he knew he was strong. 

He put his thoughts aside for now. 



Thea asked, “What do you plan to do now, Darling? The Mount Thunder Conference is 
just around the corner. 

Do you plan to use this opportunity to enter closed-door meditation or do you wish to 
proceed with your plan of executing Mr. 

Gabriel?” “Let’s not rush things...” Maxine said. 

“Huh? n James and Thea looked at her. 

Maxine was deep in contemplation. 

“I’ve been thinking... 

I think Mr. Gabriel is the mastermind behind this incident.” James asked, “Why do you 
say so?” Maxine explained her analysis, “Your strength is confidential. 

Not many people know about it. 

Now, all of a sudden, the other three families have received word about it and decided 
to make a move. 

The three families do not concern themselves with worldly affairs. 

There’s no way they would know that your strength has greatly increased nor would 
they suddenly realize that you were the elderly man on Mount Littleroot.” “I've sent 
someone to investigate the matter. 

Madelyn isn’t in Cansington at the moment. 

She’s been in the Capital. 

“Someone must've told Mr. 

Gabriel that your strength has greatly increased. 

As a result, Mr. 

Gabriel was intimidated. 

That was why he sought help from the other three families. 

He wished to borrow their strength to remove you. 

That way, he’d get to survive.” James frowned. 



“Is that so?” Although Maxine’s analysis was reasonable, there was an issue. 

Who was the one who told Mr. Gabriel that James was the elderly man who fought 
against Donovan Blithe on Mount Littleroot? 

Maxine said, “You can simply head over to the Sullivans and the Lees and question 
them. 

Although you’ve had a falling out with the Johnstons, you still have a somewhat 
amicable relationship with the other two. 

If you ask sincerely, they might just tell you the whole truth.” Saying that, she got lost in 
contemplation once more. 

After a while, she said, “There’s a key figure in this incident, which is the person who 
leaked the information to Mr. 

Gabriel.” James was curious. 

If Mr. 

Gabriel leaked the information to the three families, who leaked the information to him? 
Thea was puzzled too. 

However, she remained silent, waiting patiently for Maxine’s answer. 

“Thomas Caden,” Maxine uttered a name. 

“Impossible,” James and Thea said in unison. 

Maxine said, “James, don’t be blinded by your familial ties with him. 

Isn’t it obvious enough? Thomas has been watching your every action in the shadows. 

He knows you inside out. 

Besides, Thomas is definitely the man behind Mr. Gabriel. 

He’s a member of the Gu Sect. 

Everything makes sense now.” “T can’t trust your hypothesis.” James shook his head. 

Thea chimed in, “Maxine, these are all speculation. 

Thomas would never put his grandson in harm's way. 



Besides, why would he go to such great lengths to save James?” “I-I don’t know either.” 
Maxine shook her head. 

With a determined look on her face, she said, “I’m sure that Thomas is the mastermind 
behind this. 

James, if you don’t believe me, feel free to question the Sullivans and the Lees. 

If it was indeed Mr. Gabriel who leaked the information, then we just have to search for 
him. 

I have a plan.” “What plan?” James glanced at Maxine. 

Maxine said, “I have thoroughly analyzed the situation. 

Mr. Gabriel might’ve been abandoned by the Gu Sect. 

To save himself, he’s seeking help from the other three families to kill you. 

“Tf that’s the case, we can join forces with Mr. 

Gabriel.” James immediately shook his head. 

“There’s no way. 

Why would he work with me?” “He definitely will,” said Maxine. 

“Humans are afraid of death, especially someone like Mr. 

Gabriel who has great authority. 

If the mastermind behind the Gu Sect really abandoned him, he must know that there’s 
no way he can survive for long. 

To save his skin, he’ll definitely join forces with you. 

Once that comes to pass, not only will you know who’s the one who leaked the 
information to him, but you’!l even obtain intelligence on the Gu Sect.” Although Thea 
did not know much about this, she believed that Maxine’s words made sense. 

“Darling, she’s right. 

Why don’t you try asking the Sullivans and the Lees for now? Once we're sure that Mr. 

Gabriel is the one behind this, we’ll think of a way to contact him and try cooperating 
with him. 



If not, we can simply kill him.” 

 


