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“Madelyn Gabriel,” a voice came. 

Madelyn knew that she could not simply head over to the Emperor’s Mansion. 

So, she got her hands on Thea’s number and gave her a call. 

Hearing this, Thea froze. 

James asked, “What’s wrong?” Thea whispered, “It’s Madelyn.” Stunned, Maxine 
furrowed her eyebrows and wondered, “Why would she call at such a time?” Thea 
switched the call to speaker mode and asked, “Why did you call?” “Ts James there?” 
“No, he’s not. 

I can deliver your message to him.” “No, I have to speak with James personally.” Thea 
looked at James. 

James said, “I’m right here.” Madelyn said, “Let’s not speak over the phone. 

We should find a secluded place to meet. 

After all, informants are everywhere in the Capital nowadays. 

I don’t want anyone to know that I’m meeting you. 

Send me a message once you've decided on the time and place.” Beep... 

Thea asked, “Why did Madelyn call all of a sudden?” After thinking, Maxine said, 
“Yaroslav must have been intimidated after hearing that James defeated Hades. 

So, he ordered Madelyn to make contact with James to seek cooperation. 

It’s a good thing, I guess. 

It saves us the time looking for him.” “Seek cooperation? No way.” Doubtful, Thea said, 
“We should be cautious in extraordinary times. 



We don’t want to fall into Madelyn’s trap again, after all.” Maxine said, “Since James will 
be the one deciding on the time and place, there’s nothing for us to worry about.” James 
was unconcerned. 

He was not fearful of Yaroslav, let alone Madelyn. 

All plotting and scheming were irrelevant when faced with absolute strength. 

“Let’s enter the mansion for now. 

I'll arrange the meeting with Madelyn later.” After James entered the mansion, he began 
making preparations. 

Back when he was the commander-in-chief of the Southern Plains, he did not wield any 
influence in the Capital. 

Now that he was the Emperor, things were much easier. 

By his arrangement, he would be meeting Madelyn in a bar tonight. 

Maxine would be accompanying him. 

Initially, Thea did not wish for Maxine and James to be alone. 

However, upon being reminded of the Callahans’ words a few days ago, she chose to 
turn a blind eye. 

Instead, she chose to practice martial arts at home. 

Before sunset, James and Maxine left. 

In the car, Maxine asked puzzledly, “What’s wrong with Thea? Why would she suddenly 
allow me to be alone with you?” James said smilingly, “You're overthinking things. 

I mean, what’s the big deal?” Maxine rolled her eyes. 

It was impossible to effectively communicate with a man who was awful at picking up 
subtle hints. 

Ina bar at the Capital... 

Before James and Maxine had even entered the bar, they could hear the reverberation 
of the deafening music from outside. 

James and Maxine headed toward a lounge on the second floor of the bar. 



Maxine asked, “James, have you ever been to a bar?” “I came here once with my 
classmates ten years ago.” Looking at a brunette who was twerking her *ss and the 
screaming crowd, he sighed. 

“Youngsters nowadays are wild.” “Next, let us give a round of applause to Ms. 
Kimberley,” said a voice. 

Then, a sexy-looking, glamorous woman walked up the stage. 

“What?” Seeing the woman’s appearance, James froze. 
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It was Delilah Kimberly, daughter of General Kimberly of the Southern Plains, and a 
famous actress. 

As far as James could remember, she seemed to be a renowned figure in the 
entertainment industry. 

However, he could not understand why she would be here singing in a bar. 

“Are you acquainted with her?” Maxine asked, seeing James’ expression upon noticing 
the woman on the stage. 

“Yes...” James said, “She’s the daughter of a general of the Southern Plains. 

His father was killed in combat during a mission.” “Oh. 

” Delilah walked up the stage. 

She was wearing a revealing dress, through which her white lace bustier top could be 
seen. 

The crowd erupted into an uproar. 



“Delilah!” “Delilah Kimberly!” “Twerk your *ss!”” The screams and the obscene remarks 
reverberated throughout the bar, and the atmosphere was pushed to the climax. 

However, Delilah only smiled. 

She began to sing, and it was music to the ears. 

Then, she finished singing. 

Just as she was about to leave the stage, a thirty- year-old-looking man walked up the 
stage with a wallet. 

Grabbing a wad of banknotes from the wallet, he unzipped Delilah’s dress and shoved 
the wad into her cleavage. 

‘Remove your dress and this will be all yours.” He then opened his wallet and emptied it. 

A packet of banknotes fell on the stage. 

The crowd erupted into cheers. 

“Take off your dress!” “Show us your body!” “Sir, I’m not a stripper,” Delilah said with a 
smile. 

Then, she turned to leave. 

However, the man stopped her from leaving. 

Slap! The man slapped Delilah across the face and rebuked her, “Do you know who I 
am, b*tch? I’m ordering you to take off your clothes. 

Or else you won’t be leaving this place tonight, you hear me?” “Long live Habib!” “Great 
job, Habib!” “Pl drink my pee if you make her remove her clothes.” “Hurry up, my 
camera’s in position already.” Many from among the crowd started heckling. 

As they frequented the bar, they knew who the man on the stage was. 

He was an infamous playboy of the Capital who had a thing for playing with women. 

However, Delilah remained composed. 

Wearing a bright smile on her face, she said, “Why don’t I accompany you for a drink, 
Habib?” Habib looked at the crowd and asked, “Hey boys, should I take her up on her 
offer?” “No! » Licking his lips, Habib scanned Delilah from head to toe and smirked. 

“You heard them. 



Aren’t you running short of cash? Remove your clothes and I'll give you 500 thousand.” 
“Habib...” “A million.” SS ees “Five million.” “You...” Slap! Enraged, Habib slapped 
Delilah across the face. 

Delilah immediately collapsed to the floor. 

However, she covered her dress as she was worried that her undergarments would 
show. 

“Haha...” The crowd burst into a peal of laughter. 

Upon seeing this, James who was on the second floor of the bar frowned. 

He was here to meet Madelyn. 

This meeting could allow him to cooperate with Mr. Gabriel. 

If he stood up for Delilah, his identity would be exposed. 

However, as a righteous man, he could not simply stand idly by. 

“Go.” Seeing that James was hesitant, she said, “We can meet with Madelyn any other 
day.” Maxine knew what he was concerned about. 
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James shook his head and said, “We’ll wait and see.” The meeting with Madelyn was a 
matter of great significance. 

He could not mess things up for something as trivial as this. 

On the stage, Delilah hurriedly got up. 

She lowered her head and apologized profusely. 

However, Habib could not care less. 

Things were the way he wanted. 

The lower Delilah hung her head, the louder the shouts of the crowd were. 

Habib reached out and grabbed Delilah’s dress. 



In an instant, her dress was torn apart. 

Her fair and delicate skin was exposed for all to see. 

Panicking, she hurriedly covered her body. 

“Hahaha!” “what a nice figure.” Seeing this, James could no longer restrain himself. 

He leaped from the second floor and landed steadily on the stage. 

His feet landed, and the stage shook slightly. 

“what?” The crowd was dumbfounded. 

What the hell? Did he just leap from the second floor? James was wearing a large-sized 
jacket and a black cap. 

After all, he was trying to cover his tracks before his meetup with Madelyn. 

Seeing that someone had jumped down from the lounge of the second floor, Habib 
momentarily froze before saying coldly, “ Playing the hero, kid? Who do you think you 
are...” Before he could finish his sentence, James gave him a powerful kick, and he was 
immediately sent flying. 

James removed his jacket and wrapped it around Delilah, who was trying desperately to 
cover her naked body. 

“Th-Thank you... 

You should leave... 

He’s not someone you can deal with...” Delilah was telling James to leave. 

However, at that moment, she had a glimpse of his face. 

“You...” She froze. 

“J-James?” James frowned. 

“Didn’t I give you my number in the Southern Plains? I told you to come to me if you’re 
having any difficulties. 

Why are you here singing in a bar?” ar ”» Delilah lowered her head and fell silent. 

“You're asking for this,” a roar came. 



Habib had already gotten up. 

With a single order, a dozen security guards came rushing in. 

Seeing this, the crowd immediately dispersed. 

Armed with electric batons, the security guards surrounded the stage. 

Habib walked up the stage and pointed at the ground, “Do you know where you are, 
kid? This is my turf. 

Now, kneel before me. 

I'll let you off the hook if I cripple your legs. 

Or else...” “Or else what?” James removed his cap. 

Though the bar was dimly lit, it illuminated brightly the moment James removed his cap. 

Habib immediately recognized him. 

“My god...” His body went limp, and he collapsed to the ground. 

Meanwhile, the security guards’ faces paled, and they all quivered in fear. 

How could they not know of James? James was the Dragon King of the Southern 
Plains, the commander-in-chief of the Red Flame Army, and the Emperor. 

He was the most powerful man in all of Sol. 

The bar immediately fell silent. 

Everyone was dumbfounded. 

The Emperor? Why would the Emperor be here in a bar? James pulled out his phone 
and called a number. 

“I'd like you to investigate a bar and seal it off once you find any suspicious activities. 

Also, arrest all related personnel.” Hearing this, Habib was stunned. 

Why would such a thing happen to him? He staggered up the stage and pleaded, “E-
Emperor, I know my mistakes. 

Please forgive me. 



I didn’t know she was your friend. 

If I had known, I wouldn’t have done such a foolish thing.” He kept pleading. 

Meanwhile, a woman dressed as a delinquent was silently observing the situation. 

It was Madelyn. 

Witnessing the scene, she immediately turned to leave. 
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After hanging up the phone, James helped Delilah up and said, “ Let’s go.” “Mhm.” 
Delilah nodded and left the bar alongside James. 

Meanwhile, Maxine followed close behind. 

After leaving the bar, James pulled his phone out and called Madelyn. 

“T’m sorry, the number you have dialed is not available.” James frowned. 

“Huh, weird...” Maxine said, “The dynamics in the Capital are complex. 

All families and forces have informants everywhere. 

It’s only natural for her to be extra cautious. 

After all, she’ll be dead if she’s discovered. 

Let’s return for now and wait for another opportunity to show itself.” James did not think 
much about it. 

Looking at Delilah, he asked, “Have you eaten?” Delilah shook her head. 

James brought her to a nearby restaurant and requested a private room. 

In the private room, James asked, “What happened? How did you end up singing at a 
bar?” Delilah was still wearing James’ jacket. 

Taking a sip of a glass of warm water, she said, “My family went bankrupt. 

My stepfather disappeared without a trace, leaving my mother with a pile of debt. 



Though we’ve pawned everything in the house, not to mention that I’ve used up all of 
my savings to repay the debts, we still owe a great amount of debt. 

Since I’ve been canceled, I have no choice but to sing in a bar.” James asked, “How 
much do you owe?” “Around a few hundred million.” Delilah was not too sure herself. 

After all, these were debts owed by his stepfather. 

“That much?” James frowned and asked, “What does your stepfather do for a living?” 
Delilah said, “He runs a tech business, so he should be a pretty rich guy with assets 
totaling a few billion dollars. 

I heard from my mom that he antagonized some big shots. 

That’s why his company went bankrupt and he disappeared without a trace.” “What's 
the name of the company? I’ll investigate the matter.” “Blue Tech Corporation.” James 
pulled out his phone and called a number. 

“Investigate the reason Blue Tech Corporation went bankrupt and find out the 
whereabouts of its owner.” “Thank you, Dragon General.” Delilah was thankful. 

“Don’t mention it. 

You’re General Kimberly’s daughter. 

It’s my responsibility to take care of you now that he’s no longer here with us. 

I told you to give me a call if you have any difficulties. 

By the way, what do you mean by being canceled?” Delilah sighed. 

“Since my stepfather owed a huge amount of debt, the debt collectors came knocking 
on the door of the entertainment company I was in. 

These people seem to be rather powerful, so the company fired me.” “1’ll deal with it.” 
James gave his assurance. 

He never expected such an unjust thing to happen in the Capital. 

He silently vowed to thoroughly investigate the matter. 

Soon, the dishes arrived. 

After eating dinner, they left the restaurant. 



Outside the restaurant, James asked, “Where are you currently staying?” Delilah said, 
“Since we’ve auctioned off our house, my mom and I currently rent a house in the 
suburbs.” “Let me escort you back.” Delilah hurriedly shook her head. 

“Th-There’s no need for that. 

I can return myself. 

Thank you for your help. 

Once I’ve washed the jacket you lent me, I'll return it to the Emperor’s Mansion.” Then, 
she turned to leave. 

James remained silent. 

Maxine by his side asked, “Are we going back now?” “You should return first. 

I’ll head over to the military region for a while,” James said. 

“Mhm... 

Alright, be careful then.” Maxine said. 

Then, she left. 

James, on the other hand, headed over to the military region. 

Along the way, he called Blake. 

A few days ago, he had instructed Blake to investigate the generals of the military 
region. 

A few days passed, yet there were still no results. 

Soon, the call went through. 

James asked, “How’s the investigation going?” “James, are you referring to the location 
of the laboratories or the generals of the Red Flame Army?” “Both.” “I have yet to obtain 
any reliable information regarding the location of the laboratories. 

Right now, I’m still investigating the Red Flame Army’s generals. 

They’ve recently removed all traces of what they did in the past, so progress has been 
slow.” 
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“How long more do you need?” “A day or two perhaps.” “Hurry.” After briefly conversing 
with Blake, James hung up the phone. 

Soon, he arrived at the military region. 

Along the way, the soldiers saluted him. 

In the Emperor’s office in the military region... 

James was sitting on a chair with a few one-star generals standing before him. 

He scanned them and asked, “Who was the one in charge of the Red Flame Army after 
the previous Emperor’s death?” Nathaniel took a step forward and said, “That would be 
General Micah.” “Tell him that I'd like to see him,” James said. 

He scrutinized the information he obtained about the generals of the Red Flame Army. 

Braxton Micah was a fifty-five- year-old three-star general. 

“Understood.” “You’re dismissed.” James waved, and the generals left. 

However, Nathaniel remained. 

James glanced at him and asked, “Is something the matter?” Wearing a smile, 
Nathaniel asked, “Sir, do you intend to weed out the remnants of the previous 
Emperor?” James looked at him with a slight grin and said, “Remnants or not, it is our 
duty to serve the people and the nation. 

However, I believe the time has come to reorganize the Red Flame Army. 

After all, I don’t want any incorrigible, corrupted figures in the army.” “In that case, allow 
me to present you the evidence I have collected,” Nathaniel whispered. 

“Oh?” James’ curiosity was piqued. 

Nathaniel handed him a USB drive and said, “These are evidence that I’ve secretly 
collected all these years. 

Many big shots in the military region were involved. 

I was worried I would get into trouble, so I kept it to myself.” James glanced at the USB 
drive. 



He was not in a hurry to accept it and asked, “Are you not afraid of getting into trouble 
now?” Wearing a grim expression, Nathaniel said, “You were the Dragon King of the 
Southern Plains and have never assumed any position in the Capital. 

Besides, I believe in your character. 

The state would be reluctant to act considering that many powerful figures would be 
arrested. 

Now that you’re the Emperor, I believe that you'll not have mercy on them.” “T 
understand. 

You’re free to go.” Accepting the USB drive, James waved slightly. 

Nathaniel turned to leave. 

After leaving the office, sweat beaded on his forehead. 

He was fearful. 

After all, his future could be ruined. 

He might even become the target of a reprisal. 

However, he had heard of James’ character and some insider information. 

The King had manipulated James into killing the previous Emperor. 

Since James was still alive and was now the new Emperor, it could only mean that the 
King had begun making a move. 

He would be shaking up the Capital before the next election. 

Nathaniel chose to have faith in James. 

If James truly was a corrupted figure, he could only accept his fate. 

James looked at the USB drive in his hand, eager to know what was inside it. 

He inserted it into the computer before hurriedly pulling it out as if reminded of 
something. 

This was a computer in the previous Emperor’s office. 

Something might have been wrong with it. 



It would be safer for him to look into it once he returned. 

He leaned on the chair in thought. 

Just then, his phone vibrated. 

James pulled out his phone. 

It was an unknown number. 

(What happened?) He immediately knew it was Madelyn. 

[Something unexpected happened. 

I’ll arrange for another meeting. 

Wait for my news, ] he swiftly replied to the message. 
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