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The Blithe King grumbled worriedly.

He quickly left the office and headed toward the villa where Maxine and Thea were
being held. Soon, he appeared at the door and gave it a light knock.

Thea and Maxine were still formulating a plan when they heard the unexpected knock
on the door.

Maxine stood up and said while walking over to the door, ‘Til go get it."
She opened the door and saw the Blithe King standing outside.

"Ms. Maxine,” the Blithe King greeted her with a smile.

"Come inside."

Maxine turned and led him into the villa.

The Blithe King walked through the door.

Seeing the Blite King, Thea stood up furiously and yelled at him, "What do you mean by
this, Blithe King? How long do you plan to keep us trapped?"

The Blithe King replied awkwardly, "Ms. Thea, you can't blame me for this. James
issued the order specifically prohibiting you and Maxine from leaving. Failure to carry
out our duty means our soldiers will be executed. | hope this explains why | can't let you
leave for Mt. Thunder. This isn’t something | can go against either.”

Maxine glanced at the Blithe King and asked calmly, "Blithe King, do you know the main
reason why he's going to Mt. Thunder?"

The Blithe King replied, “Isn't it to participate in the Mount Thunder Conference?"
"That's not the case. The Callahans, Quincy, and the rest were captured. Their lives are
being used as leverage against James, forcing him to go to Mt. Thunder. He's definitely

in danger going there by himself," said Maxine.

Hearing this, the Blithe King pressed his lips together. "Are you serious?"




“You should release us as soon as possible. We might be able to make it in time to Mt.
Thunder to help him. Anything could happen to him if he faces the enemy on his own."
Maxine looked at the Blithe King pleadingly.

Thea put on a pitiful expression and tried to appeal to the Blithe King’s guilty
conscience. “Blithe King, I'm sure you're aware that James recently stirred up a huge
storm in the Capital and that this caught the attention of many peopler. He'll
undoubtedly be walking into his death on Mt. Thunder.”

Closing his eyes, the Blithe King rubbed his chin pensively.

After mulling over it for a moment, he said, "If it's so dangerous, then that's all the more
reason to keep you here isn’'t it? How will | explain myself to James if he comes back
and finds that you two had gotten injured from this?"

"Why can't you just-" Thea was enraged and it took the words out of her mouth. She
tried to plead nicely, but the Blithe King simply refused to let them leave.

-"Blithe King, all hell will break loose in Sol if James dies. We can't let anything happen
to him, let alone allow him to die. You better think about this carefully. Many people
want him dead, but he doesn't help from any of his allies at the moment. The only
people who can help him are Thea and I.”

‘You have a good point..." The Blithe King wore a troubled expression.

Any theoretical action he thought of taking seemed wrong.

"Blithe King, | beg you. Please let me leave."

Thea began to beg him, and Maxine also pleased alongside her.

Ultimately, the Blithe King conceded.

"Fine, then. Go."

He had no choice since he was in no position to help James. He truly believed the only
people that could help James were Maxine and Thea.

The two women quickly left the military region as if they were granted amnesty.

The Blithe King strode out of the villa.

The soldier guarding the door was shocked. He looked at the Blithe King in confusion
and asked, "Commander, what happened?

Why did you suddenly let them go?"




The Blithe King sighed."The situation is deperate right now. It's too much for you to
understand. You're all dismissed. Go ahead and get a good rest. I'll explain things to the
Emperor later.”

The soldiers left after they were dismissed.
After Thea and Maxine left the military region, they headed directly to the airport.

At the same time, Thea summoned the elite members from the God-King Palace from
all over the country.

"Rush to Mt. Thunder immediately and meet me there.”
"Understood."

After receiving the order, the elite members of the God-King Palace set out from
different parts of the country and headed to Mt. Thunder to meet up with Thea.

Meanwhile, James was at the peak of the highest snow-capped mountain in the Mount
Thunder Sect's territory. He was

acquiring knowledge from the senior martial artist he encountered. After spending a
long time chatting with him, James felt as if a new world had opened before him.

The old man was also very satisfied with James’ progress and determination.

He had never encountered a person with such astute comprehension skills. No matter
the problem, James was easily able to overcome it with only a few hints being given to
him. He was a rare type of prodigy; one that only appeared every century or so.
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"Haha. Not bad, young man. I've grown rather fond of you. Here, there are a few drops
of wine left. You can drink it all. It won't help you break through the Summit, but it can
help increase your True Energy.”

James was elated upon being granted permission to drink more of the legendary wine.

Unlike the first time, the effects were not as potent this time around.




He started to absorb and refine the energy from the wine. In a mere hour, he had
completely assimilated the Mount Thunder Snow Lotus Wine's energy and made it his
own.

"By the way...”

After absorbing the energy, James remembered something and said, "Sir, I've
encountered a problem. Could | trouble you for some guidance?”

"It's no trouble at all. Go on. Speak."

"A few of my friends were captured by an enemy. | suspect they're members of the Gu
Sect. They demanded | come to Mt. Thunder in advance to assassinate Mount Thunder
Sect's leader. In exchange, they assured me that they'd the hostages. What should |
do?”

James still had no idea what path to take.

He knew that assassinating the Mount Thunder Sect's leader was out of the question.
The repercussions would just be too great.

However, all the hostages would be in danger if he did not comply with his foe’s
demands.

The old man looked at James and asked, "What are you planning to do?” James shook
his head and answered, "l have no clue.

I'm rather lost, but | also refuse to be led by the nose. | know that the enemy's demands
won't just stop at asking me to assassinate the Mount Thunder Sect's leader.
Unfortunately, | don't know where my friends are captured and can’t save them.”

"It's up to you.”
The old man looked into the distance and said vaguely, "Life is all about the decisions
you make. You're bound to be faced with countless crossroads. If you choose the right

path, life will be smooth sailing.

However, if you choose the wrong path, you might fall into an endless abyss of misery.
This is something | can't help you with nor give you advice on."

The old man seemed to be religious as the words he said seemed to contain a universal
truth.

James fell into thought.

After a while, he sighed.




"Sir.."
He raised his head, but there was no one in sight.
"Where did he go?”

James was puzzled. The old man was standing in front of him just a second ago. How
did he disappear in a blink of an eye?

llSir?ll
James stood up and called out a few times.
His voice echoed throughout the mountains for a long time.

James looked around, but the old man that gave him the wine and guided him had
disappeared with a trace as if he had never even existed.

"What a mysterious old man,” James murmured.

Following this, James did not linger on the snow-capped mountain peak either. He
jumped and appeared tens of meters away.

He started to descend the mountain and arrived at Mount Thunder Sect's location in a
short amount of time.

"Who's there?!"
Before he could get close, a voice yelled at him.

The voice came from one of the Mount Thunder Sect disciples. They quickly rushed
over and eyed James with great suspicion.

James looked at them and responded in a clear voice, “I'm James from the Caden
family. I'm here to meet with the Mount

Thunder Sect's leader.”

‘The Mount Thunder Conference hasn’t begun yet. It doesn't matter who you are. No
guests are permitted into Mt. Thunder. Kindly leave the mountain.”

The disciples ordered James to leave.

"What if | insist on having an audience with him?”

‘Then you'll have to get through us first!”




The disciples around him quickly drew their swords and pointed them at James.
"Cocky b*stards."

James snorted coldly and drew the Blade of Justice in response. His body flickered and
vanished as if he were a phantom.

The Mount Thunder Sect’s disciples suddenly were unable to see James.

In an instant, James reappeared behind them. The disciples were oblivious of his
presence and continued looking around in confusion.

Clank!

All their swords simultaneously snapped in half.
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More than a dozen disciples from Mount Thunder Sect tried to prevent James from
advancing further.

However, these disciples were relatively weak. Most of them were in the first rank.

They were no match for James. Almost instantly, James slashed their swords in half,
but the only thing they saw was a figure briefly flickering before their eyes.

The disciples’ eyes all widened, and their minds began whirling with a mixture of
disbelief, terror, and panic.

W-What kind of terrifying strength was this?

James did not want to escalate the situation further than was necessary. He stood
behind them and said calmly, "Hurry off and report to your leader that James is here to
visit.”




The disciples finally regained their senses, picked up the pieces of their broken swords,
and quickly scrambled inside.

James stood in place and waited patiently.

Meanwhile, countless seasoned warriors from Mount Thunder Sect were gathered
inside a large palace hall.

Sitting in front was Mount Thunder Sect's leader, Jackson Cabral, and below him were a
number of sect elders.

They were gathered to discuss the upcoming Mount Thunder Conference.
"Sect Leader, we have a problem...”
Some disciples rushed into the hall anxiously and got down on one knee.

Seated in the front, Jackson made his displeasure clearly evident. "Where's your
discipline? Why are you guys shouting?"

"Sect Leader, a young man showed up outside claiming to be James. He demanded to
see you and disarmed many disciples.”

"James?" Jackson stood up abruptly.

Delainey had just told him about the once-in-a-century martial arts prodigy, James, and
how he abolished the cultivation base of the head of the Johnstons.

"Yes, he claims to be James."
"Let's go out to have a look.” Jackson swiftly left ahead of them.

Delainey's curiosity was piqued. She had heard of James’ name for some time but
never had the chance to meet him.

The other elders also followed after them.

Outside, James held onto the Blade of Justice and gazed at the snow capped
mountains in the distance. He was thinking about his next move.

Should he kill the Mount Thunder Sect’s leader or not?
He was conflicted. Every decision seemed to have unbearable consequences.

Soon, he heard a flurry of footsteps rushing hurriedly toward him.




James put aside his thoughts and turned around. Immediately, he saw dozens of people
approaching him. They quickly reached the mountain's entrance.

He looked at the middle-aged man in the front and Delainey standing closely behind
him. James recalled seeing that woman at the Blithes’ territory, Mount Littleroot, but he
had not spoken to her.

"You must be James Caden?"

As he walked over, Jackson's eyes were fixed on James. He seemed to be carefully
scrutinizing him.

He did not possess a commanding presence and seemed like any other regular man
based on his outside appearance.

James nodded lightly.

Jackson parted his lips. "The Mount Thunder Conference has not begun. We're not
accepting guests right now. What do you seek from the Mount Thunder Sect?”

"What | require is something important.” James glanced at Jackson and began to
estimate his strength. He was analyzing whether he could defeat Mount Thunder Sect’s
leader in a head-on fight.

‘What's the purpose of your visit?" Jackson gestured for James to speak.

He had no plans of inviting James into their mountain.

The Mount Thunder Conference was happening soon, and they could not let their guard
down.

James moved his gaze over all the people present.

Jackson immediately understood the purpose of James' visit and waved his hand,
saying, ‘You all can step back for now."

"Understood."

The Mount Thunder Sect’s elders and disciples backed away from the scene.
Jackson and Delainey were the only two that remained.

James eyed the ethereal-looking woman opposite him once again.

Jackson waved his palm towards her. 'This is my daughter, Delainey. You can go ahead
and state your purpose.”




"l want your life.”

James’ face darkened, and at once, an immense force was released from his body.
Whoosh!!!
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James immediately pulled out the Blade of Justice, and his body vanished. Then, he
reappeared in front of Jackson seconds later.

Delainey shouted frantically, "Dad, watch out!"

Jackson raised his hand and potent True Energy formed in his palm, creating a
protective shield to resist James' attacks.

As if he were trying to pierce a leaden plate, James could not penetrate the barrier
despite putting in all his efforts.

In the same moment, Jackson was also shocked by James' strength. It took all he had
simply to repel James’ attacks.

"James, Mount Thunder Sect has no quarrel with the Cadens. What do you mean by
this?” Jackson looked him in the eye with a gaze of cold steel.

Refusing to answer, James suddenly backed away. He jumped into the air and swung
his sword downward.

Whoosh!

A ten-meter-long Sword Energy materialized out of the Blade of Justice and slashed
toward Jackson with destructive strength.

"Delainey, get to safety!"
Jackson quickly stretched out his hand, pushed Delainey away, and did a backstep. He

moved his palms in a quick circular motion, releasing Palm Energy to defend against
the Sword Energy's attack.




Unfortunately, his Palm Energy was immediately shattered.
Jackson furrowed his brows, and he quickly dodged the attack.
Boom!

The Sword Energy struck into the ground, causing a deep pit to form, and hurled chunks
of ice into the air.

"That Sword Energy is quite the fearsome thing.” Jackson leaped a hundred meters
away and stared at James uneasily. He found it hard to believe that such a young
martial artist could execute such a devastating attack.

The commotion outside caught the attention of Mount Thunder Sect's disciples.
The elders who left also turned back to see their sect leader fighting with James.
They quickly drew their swords and entered their fighting stances.

"What's the meaning of this James?!" An elder exclaimed furiously.

Joining him, another elder also roared, "Do you really think you're invincible? Are you
planning to challenge the entire Mount Thunder Sect alone?"

"Everyone, stand down!” Jackson barked sternly.
The elders and disciples retreated one after another.

“Haha...”

After the crowd had dispersed, Jackson unexpectedly burst into laughter.

"I haven't fought in decades. It's rare to have found a match worthy of my skill. It's
rumored that the Cadens’ Thirteen Heavenly

Swords is unparalleled, but I've never had the chance to witness it myself. I'd love to
see if it is as terrifying as the legends make it out to be.”

Jackson's laughter echoed throughout the surrounding area, making it seem more
devious.

“To me, Frost Sword...”
He waved his hand and a great force zoomed toward the mountain's leeward side.

Inside a cave, a sword was left encased in a block of ice.




The two-meter-long sword had a crystal clear hilt as if it too, was made of ice.

The force attracted the sword, and it quickly escaped its icy confines and hurtled out of
the cave.

Whoosh!
The sword shot up into the sky like a rocket and radiated a dazzling white light.
“Frost Sword!"

"It's the Frost Sword that had been frozen for hundreds of years! It's finally reappeared
again!"

The Mount Thunder Sect’s elders exclaimed in awe.

The sword was Mount Thunder Sect’s Divine Sword forged by a strong ancestor of the
sect 500 years ago.

This sword was one of the most well-known Divine Swords worldwide and could easily
be ranked among the strongest swords in Sol.

It was also the sword wielded by the Great Grandmaster who was also the Mount

Thunder Sect’s leader hundreds of years ago.

Frost Sword flew over, and Jackson quickly caught the hilt in his hands.

He held the sword horizontally, pointing the length of its blade at James.

"Come at me, James."

James gritted his teeth in response.

He refused to use underhanded means to assassinate Mount Thunder Sect’s leader. He
originally planned to defeat the sect leader in an honorable battle and kill him in

exchange for the safety and release of his friends and family.

Now that he had witnessed Jackson’s overwhelming strength firsthand, James realized
that he had maybe bitten off more than he could chew.

However, he was at a point of no return.
"Sorry but this is nothing personal.”
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James was left with no choice.

He had to defeat and kill Jackson as his enemy demanded.He steeled himself and
leaped into the air with the Blade of Justice as he charged toward Jackson.

Keeping a tight grip on the Frost Sword, a cold aura emitted from Jackson’s body and
the sword’s blade. In an instant, the surroundings were blasted with a chilly breeze.

James appeared in front of him and Jackson raised his Frost Sword to defend against
the incoming strike.

Clang!

The two swords collided, and a terrifying shock of True Energy burst forth from the
impact, quickly spreading like ripples in water.

James felt the recoil through the Blade of Justice, and his arm went slightly numb.
Before he could react, Jackson quickly slid the

Frost Sword's blade along the Blade of Justice, swiftly gunning for James’ arm.

James whirled the Blade of Justice and quickly deflected the attack. Then, he circled in
place, unleashing another materialized

Sword Energy in Jackson's direction.

The Sword Energy was golden in color and rushed forward like a golden ray of light.

It was dazzling and eye-catching against the snowy surroundings.
James’ Sword Energy made Mount Thunder Sect’s elders and disciples speechless.
"W-What immense Sword Energy!"

"What martial arts does this kid practice? His True Energy is so potent despite being so
young."

The elders’ jaws practically fell to the floor in amazement.




Meanwhile, Jackson was forced to retreat into a corner.
"Snowstorm!"

Jackson shouted and slashed his sword forward, causing the snow in the sky to quickly
gather together and head toward the

Sword Energy like a blade made from a terrifying blizzard.

When the two techniques collided, the Snowstorm attack was instantly scattered into
snow. However, the snow continued rushing forward to attack James.

James was forced to constantly back off by the rapidly attacking snow. He quickly cast
one of the Thirteen Heavenly Sword techniques to materialize a shield and successfully
blocked the snow blast.

The onlookers could only see the two figures flashing in mid-air and their eyes could not
keep up with James and Jackson.

James unleashed the First Sword Energy of the Thirteen Heavenly Sword and
unleashed a flurry of slashes.

On the other hand, Jackson's skills were on par with James. He had refined
swordsmanship and was able to match the intensity of James’ attacks. The two took
their battle from the ground to the air, and from the air to the various mountain peaks.

After exchanging terrifying blow after terrifying blow, none of them had gained any
ground on the other in battle.

The whole battle left James at a loss for words.
The Thirteen Heavenly Swords was a world-renowned sword technique for being as fast
as lightning. Its attacks were unpredictable, making it hard for enemies to react. Despite

that, he was having difficulty pushing Jackson back with it.

To add to things, Jackson's Frost Sword was extraordinary. It radiated with Cold Energy
and as a result, would slow him down every time their swords clashed.

Clang!

The swords collided once again.

The impact and shockwave caused a few surrounding blocks of ice to crack.

James quickly backed away and appeared a hundred meters away until he could no
longer sense the True Frost Energy.




Jackson had a serious and foreboding expression on his face.

"The Thirteen Heavenly Sword is indeed extraordinary. It's a pity you've only managed
to master the First Sword Realm and only the first sword of the Second Sword Realm.
You can't defeat me with your current strength."

Although James was strong, Jackson was no pushover either.

He stood in mid-air at more than 30 meters high, raising the Frost Sword in his hand.
Potent energy swirled around his body and in the air.

His energy gathered the snow floating in the sky together. Coalescing and hardening
into Ice Swords.

Hundreds of Ice Swords formed in the sky in a mere instant.

The elders watching from another mountain in the distance exclaimed in awe upon
seeing this sight.

"It's the Sword Snow Art! The Sect leader has already mastered the art to its highest
level.”

"That young man, James, thought too highly of his abilities.”

"Using Ice Sword art will make short work of James."

James fixed his eyes on Jackson in the distance.

Jackson's energy was too strong, and his technique was mind-blowing. The Cold
Energy from the sword was able to control the surrounding snow and gather them to
form Ice Swords. In an instant, hundreds of Ice Swords were pointed toward him
dangerously.

It was terrifying to behold.

"Attack."

Jackson tilted the Frost Sword in his hand, and the Ice Swords rushed at James
threatening to slice him to ribbons in an instant.

James’ expression immediately changed.
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James attempted to dodge the blades by retreating backward but the Ice Swords’
movements were much faster than James’.He raised his sword to deflect the attacks.

Clang!
One of the Ice Swords shattered on impact and exploded into shards of ice.

The other Ice Swords rushed toward him in a criss-cross pattern, as if they were trying
to trap him within a net of deadly blades.

James was completely surrounded by the swords and it limited him to only being able to
dodge or guard against the relentless attacks.

Asmall misstep caused one of the blades to slice into his arm.
In an instant, his injured arm began to bleed profusely.
The excruciating pain made it hard for him to hold his sword steady.

James did not dare to neglect the wound and quickly performed the strongest Heavenly
Breth technique he could muster. Strong

True Energy surged throughout his body and into his limbs and extremities. This caused
his skin to take on a bronze sheen.

"W-Wait... It's him?!"

Atop a distant mountain peak, Delainey exclaimed as she saw James’ skin turn bronze.

“‘He was the old man that defeated Donovan on Mount Littleroot!"
Delainey happened to be on Mount Litteroot that day when the battle happened.

An unidentified old man defeated Donovan and forced the Grand Patriarch to step in to
protect Donovan.

After she returned home, she had been trying to uncover the old man's identity but
could not find any information on him.

She never expected that old man to be James Caden.




James employed Invincible Body Siddhi and his whole body took on a richer bronze
hue.

Clang! Clang! Clang!

The Ice Swords mercilessly slashed at James’ body. The attacks had an effect on his
body's Blood Energy, but no visible wounds seemed to appear on James' body.

"What's this?!*"

Jackson's eyes widened when he saw his techniques suddenly deal no damage to
James.

The martial art technique he specialized in was called Ice Sword Art.

Supposedly, Ice Sword Art’s attacks should have been enhanced since the weapon he
wielded was the legendary Frost Sword.

However, despite his efforts, his attacks no longer seemed to be affecting James.

‘What kind of martial art technique is this...?"

Jackson inadvertently pulled back.

James leaped into the air and charged toward Jackson brandishing the Blade of Justice.
In a few seconds, he suddenly appeared in front of Jackson. He thrust the Blade of
Justice at Jackson's body.

Jackson quickly held up the Frost Sword to parry the blow.

The force of James’ attack forced Jackson's body lower and lower toward the ground.

Crash!

Unable to keep up his strength, Jackson's body plummeted to the ground and fell
through a thick layer of ice.

When they saw their sect leader being overpowered by his challenger, the Mount
Thunder Sect's elders refused to stand by idly for a second longer. They quickly drew
their swords one after the other and rushed toward the mountain where he fell.

James noticed their movements and turned to the dozens of people rushing at him.
James frowned and clicked his tongue.

He only came here for Jackson’s life and had no intention of involving anyone else in
the conflict.




Boom!
The ice below the ground erupted and a figure soared into the air.

He had a wretched appearance as his hair was disheveled, and his bloodied body was
littered with a large number of cuts and bruises.

“Back off," Jackson roared authoritatively.
James was too strong of an opponent. If he himself as the Mount Thunder Sect Leader
and wielder of the Frost Sword was unable to stand against him, these elders’ death

would be all but guaranteed if they continued to try and attack him.

His clear, deep voice echoed throughout the mountains and stopped the elders in their
tracks almost immediately.

"Dad..." Delainey tearfully cried out after she sensed Jackson's quickly fading energy.
She immediately rushed toward the blood- covered figure of her father.

Having spent a tremendous amount of effort to resurface and stop his sect members,
Jackson’s hands let go of the Frost Sword as his body once again crashed onto the
ground.

James also gradually landed on the ground steadily.

Jackson summoned the vestiges of his strength again to shakily draw himself up and
sat on the ground in a slump.

His pale face stood in contrast to the bright red rivulets of blood flowing down it. He
turned to the people from Mount Thunder

Sect that had rushed to aid him, and he coughed out despondently, “Don't act rashly."

James moved his gaze over the crowd of concerned people and spoke calmly, "I'm only
here for him and him alone. | won't involve anyone else unnecessarily.”

As he spoke, he walked forward and pointed the Blade of Justice toward Jackson's
neck.

"Stop it, James!" Delainey screamed desperately.

James put away his sword and looked at the injured Jackson.

He walked over, grabbed Jackson's collar, and jumped into the air; quickly leaving the
scene.
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"Sect Leader!!!"

"Dad!!!"

Everyone from Mount Thunder Sect was distressed at the kidnapping of their leader.

"James, you're going to regret it if you touch my father!!!" Delainey looked in the
direction James was leaving and screeched at him vengefully.

Meanwhile, at the highest peak of the mountain range, a bearded old man stood at a
cliffs edge and silently observed the fight.

However, he did not make any attempts to interfere and watched as James left with
Mount Thunder Sect’s leader.

After James captured Jackson, he quickly disappeared from everyone's sight and left
Mount Thunder Sect's territory.

James set Jackson down on the snowy mountain peak on another mountain about tens
of kilometers away from Mount Thunder Sect's territory.

Cough!

Jackson wretched and coughed up a mouthful of blood.

James glanced at Jackson's pale face which was struggling to maintain its composure.
Jackson licked his lips and opened his mouth weakly.

"James, Mount Thunder Sect has no grievances or bad blood with the Cadens. To the
best of my knowledge, | myself have done nothing to wrong you either. So, why are you
doing this?"

James sat down in a lotus position.He looked at Jackson and stated calmly, “I was left
with no other choice and was forced to do this. People from the Gu Sect have captured

the people | care about and demanded | assassinate you. If | didn’t comply, then their
lives would be forfeit."




Jackson went silent.

James continued. "I've no choice but to kill you to guarantee the safety of the people |
care about."

Soon, James walked along the snow-capped mountain with a head in his hands. He
carried the head to Mount Thunder Sect's headquarters and tossed it carelessly it at
their entrance. Then, he turned and left.

After leaving, he took out his phone and called the person who had contacted him.

"I've already disposed of Mount Thunder Sect's leader, Jackson. Where are my
friends?”

“‘Haha! Wonderful, James! Looks like | was right about you.” A wicked chuckle came
from the other end of the phone.

The person on the phone was Lucjan, Gu Sect's Deputy Leader.

He had a number of spies planted in Mount Thunder Sect. This was how he knew about
the battle between James and Jackson.

He also heard that James had killed Jackson and left his head at the entrance to Mount
Thunder Sect.

"Cut the crap. Where are they? Tell me now.” James asked, his voice as cold and sharp
as the blade he used to decapitate Jackson.

"Patience, James. You have nothing to worry about. They're fine. | will guarantee their
safety as long as you obey me.”

James had already expected half as much. The enemy was still holding the lives of his
friends against him as they made even more demands of James even despite him
killing Jackson for them.

He hissed, "What else do you want from me?"

"You're truly a force to be reckoned with, James. | never expected you to actually defeat
Jackson in a head-on battle. What | need you to do next is very simple. The Mount
Thunder Conference is soon upon us. | need you to wait en route to Mt. Thunder and
attack the various sect leaders and family heads. | won’t ask you to kill them, but you
have to at least incapacitate them gravely enough that they lose their ability to fight."

Since he now had power over James, he wanted to make good use of him.




Lucian wanted to take advantage of James’ skills and cripple the seasoned practitioners
of various sects and ancient martial arts families to weaken their strength.

Doing this would save him a lot of trouble in the future.

James did not immediately agree to his demand. "First, | want to see my friends. | need
to know if they're still alive.”

“Alright. I'll send you a location.”

Soon, James received a set of coordinates. He did not remain a second longer and
speedily rushed to the location.

In a secluded villa in the suburb of Terentville, more than 200 kilometers away from
Mount Thunder Sect's headquarters, Lucjan

laughed darkly. " Haha! James sure is efficient at handling things. How could | have
neglected to bring someone like him over until this time? Now, | won't have to worry
about my plans being derailed.”

"Sir, we can make James do anything now. As long as we have his friends captive, he'll
follow our orders like a dog," a middle-aged man said as he sneered.

"Mhm, not bad." Lucjan was in a good mood.
Mount Thunder Sect was the King's confidant and one of his main supporters.

Now that Jackson was dead, Lucjan had one less obstacle in his path
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James hurriedly made his way over to the coordinates he received.

Using his True Energy, he was able to cover a lot of ground in a small amount of time.
In half an hour, he had traveled a distance of more than 200 kilometers.

He took out his phone to make doubly sure he was at the right location. He gazed at the
villa that stood in front of him.




The three-story villa was vast and covered an area of several thousand square meters.
From a distance, it looked like a mountain resort.

James gripped the hilt of his sword and walked to the villa's entranceway. He
approached the door and knocked lightly.

Soon, the door was answered by a man in his 20s sporting a thick jacket and hat. When
he saw James, he backed away in fear and shouted as if he had seen a ghost.

"James is here! He's arrived...”

His shouts caught the attention of the others in the villa.
At once, many people rushed outside.

The person in the lead was Lucjan.

James walked into the villa’s courtyard, scrutinized the people that had come to meet
him. In particular, he stared at the older man in the lead.

The documents given to him by Yaroslav Gabriel included photos.

Using this, James was able to immediately identify and recognize the Gu Sect's deputy
captain, Lucjan, who was from the Owens- the third family in the Gu Sect.

According to Yaroslav's intel, this person had extraordinary martial arts skills and was at
least at the seventh rank.

"James... It's really you. Haha, welcome to our humble abode.”

Lucjan stepped forward and walked towards James with his arms thrown wide,
intending to hug him.

James pointed his sword at him.
Lucjan immediately stopped in his tracks.
James asked tersely, “Where are they?"

"Would it kill you to practice a little patience? Anyway, it's cold outside. Come in and
have a cup of hot tea first." Lucjan beckoned James into the villa.

Since James already had the determination and courage to come alone, he was
unafraid of Lucjan’s men and walked into the house without a sign of hesitation.




Inside the living room of the villa's first floor, a buxom maid brewed some hot tea and
served it to James. James waved his hand and refused the tea.

"Ich, worthless wench." Lucjan’s face turned black. He reached out and slapped the
woman who looked to be in her 20s.

The maid collapsed to the ground upon impact and her body lost all signs of life.
Several men came forward and dragged her body away.

James silently and stoically watched as the scene in front of him played out. His face
was emotionless but his heart burned with fury. The people of the Gu Sect had no
regard for human lives and killed ruthlessly.

Shortly after, another beautiful woman approached them holding a cup of tea.

Lucjan smiled at James and gestured at her. “Dragon King, please. Have some tea."
James took the teacup from the woman and had a small sip of the tea.

"Haha, there you go! That wasn't so hard now, was it? Welcome to the Gu Sect, my
friend! Since you've pledged your loyalty to me from now on, | promise I'll treat you
well."

James looked him in the eye and raised his eyebrow. “When did | say I'd follow you...?”
"For starters, you killed Mount Thunder Sect's leader. Do you think other martial artists
are simply going to overlook that fact? You've got no choice but to follow me,” Lucjan
replied with a cunning grin.

"Where are my friends?” James growled.

Lucjan clapped his hands.

Soon, several women were brought into the living room.

They were Quincy, Tiara, Cynthia, and Scarlett.

However, he did not manage to see any of the Callahans.
"James..."
"James!"

Seeing James, the women called out to him.




Lucjan smiled at him lightly. "See. | told you they were fine, but you didn't believe me."

"What about the Callahans?"

"They're locked in the dungeon, but you can rest assured that they're being with the
utmost care that they deserve."

“Let them go. | promise to do whatever you ask of me."
The main purpose of James coming to the villa was to save all of Lucjan’s captives.
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As James looked at the women, he could see that their complexions were good and still
in good mental condition. It was evident they had not been tortured in the past few days.

"Let them go”

Lucjan shrugged and waved his hand dismissively. "Of course, | can let them go,
James. They're all free to leave any time, but just listen here.

You've killed Mount Thunder Sect's leader. I;m sure you're aware of the implications of
killing someone of that status in the ancient martial world?"

James went silent and did not reply.

Lucjan continued. ‘The Mount Thunder Sect is highly respected in the ancient martial
world. Their sect leader 100 years ago was the Great Grandmaster, and Mount Thunder
Sect stood at the helm of all the ancient martial artists. Not to mention, they're also the
main force behind the King. Do you think you can still return to being the Dragon King
and Emperor despite all this?

Quincy frowned uneasily upon hearing Lucjan’s lengthy monologue.

"James ... What exactly have you done?"

Although she had no idea who or what the Mount Thunder Sect was, it was not hard to
tell that James had killed an incredibly prominent figure.

James did not spare Quincy a glance.




"Let them go first.”

"I'm afraid | can’t do that just yet.” Lucjan shook his head dramatically.

He was not stupid. James was young but already possessed immense strength. If he let
them go that easily, he would have nothing to use against James and the man would

immediately turn against him

Lucjan took out a pill and slid it over to James. "Eat it. I'll release them after you swallow
itlll

James took the pill on the table.

The black and odorless pill was the size of an olive.

"Don't do it, James! Don't eat it!"

"James, don't be fooled!"

The women pleaded as they tried to prevent James from consuming the pill.

James hesitated for a while. Then he promptly opened his mouth and swallowed the pill.
"No..."

The faces of the women turned pale instantly.

After swallowing it, James asked nonchalantly, “What's this?"

"It's called Soul Eating Pill.”

Lucjan smiled and replied, ‘This unique poison is the specialty of the Owen family. No
matter the strength of your martial arts, the poison will take effect the moment you
consume it. You'll have to take an antidote once a month. If you miss a single dose, the
poison will spread and you'll feel as if a thousand tiny insects are feasting upon your
heart. The pain is said to be so unbearable that you wish you were dead.

"James, | know you're a doctor and have a lot of medical experience, but my poison is
made with a unique formula. Even the Medical Valley won't be able to detoxify it."

James’s expression remained unflappable, making it difficult to read his emotions.
"Can | take them away now?"

Lucjan gestured for him to proceed and said, "Go ahead."




James ate the poison, so he believed that James would return to him unless he’d rather
die an excruciating death.

"Bring out the Callahans."

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Lucjan clapped his hands again.

Soon, the Callahans were brought to the living room.

"James."

"James!"

The Callahans began clamoring at James the moment they saw him.

James stood up, looked at Lucjan, and said stonily, "Prepare two cars for me. | need to
send them back."

Lucjan looked at James and leered at him. "That sounds like a pain. Why don't | get
someone to send them back to Cansington for you? The Mount Thunder Conference is
happening soon. Matrtial artists

from various backgrounds and walks of life will soon gather at Mt. Thunder. This grand
event only happens once every hundred yeards. If you send these people back, it'll only
waste a few days between now and then."

James thought about his suggestion and felt that it was reasonable. He would be
wasting time traveling back and forth.

"Give me some time with them then."

James got up and walked toward Quincy and the other women, saying, " Follow me
outside.”

After speaking, he took the lead and walked out the door.

Quincy and the others followed after him.

In the yard outside, Quincy looked at James and asked worriedly, "What happened,
James?’

"It's hard to explain." James wore a forlorn expression.

He turned to Tiara.




Tiara quickly lowered her head shyly.
James specifically took a look at her belly but could not see any signs of pregnancy.

He wanted to ask about it but felt embarrassed doing in front of everyone. He was not
sure how to bring it up.

He took a deep breath and said, "You girls, head back to Cansington first and go to the
Blithe King to join up with Maxine and Thea. Don't leave Cansington before New Year's
Day."

Scarlett voiced out in concern, "What about YOU, James?”
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The women looked at James. All of them appeared concerned and uneasy.

James held his breath for a second before replying, "If everything goes smoothly, I'll be
able to return after New Year's Day.”

The Mount Thunder Conference fell on Christmas.It was only a few days away from the
new year.

The conference would last longer than a mere few days.
If everything proceeded as planned, James could return after the new year.

If not...James did not dare to think about the worst case scenario because he had no
confidence in coming back alive in the first place.

Hearing his answer, the women went silent.

After a while, Cynthia suddenly broke the silence and said, "James, I've already
cultivated my True Energy, but I'm still very weak and won't be of help to you."

"Go back to Cansington. All of you don't need to concern yourself with what's happening
here. After you return, you can do whatever you need to, but just don’t leave
Cansington,” James said softly. He hoped that they'd listen to him.

Now that he has Lucjan’s poison coursing through his veins, he plans to stay by his side
for some time to get more information




on his plans and wait for an opportunity to wipe them out in one fell swoop.

"Tiara, you...”

James looked at Tiara and opened his mouth hesitantly.

Tiara's gaze was still directed at the ground.She knew what James wanted to ask but
did not know how to respond to him.She bit down on her lips as she scrambled and tried

to come up with something to say.

James scratched his head in embarrassment and swallowed nervously. Then he bit the
bullet and asked, "A-Are you pregnant?"

The women were shocked when they heard the question directed at Tiara.

Among everyone, Quincy was the one with the biggest reaction. "W-What?! She's
pregnant?"

Not many people knew about the supposed pregnancy.
Cynthia was the only one among them that knew about it.
The rest were left speechless by the sudden news.

"James, [..."

Tiara's pretty face turned a bright red. She took a deep breath, mustered up the
courage, and confessed, "A-Actually, I'm... I'm not pregnant.”

"What?"
James unconsciously raised his voice, "Wait... You're not pregnant?!”

James heaved a huge sigh of relief. This revelation made him feel like a huge weight
had been lifted off his shoulders.

At the same time, he could not help but feel slightly disappointed. He spent all that time
worrying over nothing.

"What's the meaning of this?" He asked with a frown.

Tiara murmured sheepishly, "M-Maxine gave me the idea. She said I'd be able to tie
you down with this.”

The additional revelation made James feel like the air had been knocked out of his
lungs.




What was Maxine thinking?

"Alright, that’s enough about that. I'll ask them to send you girls back to Cansington
first."

James did not say anything more and made his way back to the villa.
Quincy pulled Tiara aside and asked her anxiously, "What's going on, Tiara?"

"I-It's nothing. Let's talk about it when we're back in Cansington," Tiara replied in a
hushed tone.

James walked into the villa.

Lex quickly approached him with a bright smile and said, "I knew it, James. | knew you
would come to save us."

James gave a passing glance at Lex.

David called out excitedly, "James!"

James addressed them with a no-nonsesne tone, "Return to Cansington and keep a low
profile. Don't cause any trouble or do anything to attract attention. You won't have
another person to bail you guys

out the next time around."

He was well-aware of the prestige and renown he held. He was afraid that the
Callahans would use this an opportunity to boast about themselves.

"Yes, of course. We'll make sure nothing will happen,” Lex vowed grimly.

James walked toward the sofa, sat down, and looked at Lucjan, saying, "I want them
back in Cansington safely."

"Sure, no problem."

Lucjan smiled and snapped his fingers. “Send everyone back safely. I'll expect your
heads at my door if even a single strand of hair from them is missing.”
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