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Only after Quincy and the rest had been sent back to Cansington did James feel slightly
more relaxed.

He believed that Lucjan would no longer threaten him with the lives of others since he
had already consumed the Soul Eating

Pill.

Lucjan too was incredibly confident that James would continue to work for him.

Lucjan stared at James in the villa with admiration and said, "I really like you, James.
You're a very rare gem and you've achieved such great strength at a young age. In a
few more decades, you'll be practically invincible. With you by my side, well be able to

usher in a new era of unprecedented prosperity!”

James asked calmly, "I have no idea what the Gu Sect's objective is. Would you care to
enlighten me about it?"

“Is that so?”

Lucjan looked at James and replied with a smile, "Most people chase strength and
power throughout their lives. It's simply human nature to be greedy and stand at the top
of the world. If it weren't, there wouldn't have been so many wars in the past.”

"Are you guys trying to conquer the world?" James squinted at Lucjan.

"Haha!"

Lucjan smiled and did not bother to explain.

"James, you won't regret becoming one of my men. | plan to kill the Supreme Leader
during the Mount Thunder Conference and a few other prominent figures of the Gu Sect

to take over the Mount Thunder Sect.

When the time comes, you'll be the deputy captain only below me but above tens of
thousands of people.”

James smiled lightly, "I've already achieved what you're offering me, so why should |
take the risk?"




"You killed Jackson and offended Mount Thunder Sect, Mr. Lee, and the King. They're
not going overlook your actions any longer."

Speaking of Mr. Lee, James’ curiosity was piqued, and he could not help asking, "Who
exactly is Mr. Lee?"

James knew about his existence and that he had been working with the King since long
ago.

30 years ago, he was the person that orchestrated everything and the cause of
countless events that gave the current King the power he had. Despite having known
about him for so long, he was still clueless about Mr. Lee’s real identity and background
let alone know about his motives.

Lucjan continued to smile at James as he spoke candidly "He's a powerful martial artist
and also an outstanding politician and tactician. For decades, he's always hidden
behind the scenes and assisted the King in rapidly developing Sol. As for his identity..."

Lucjan paused for a while and continued. "Back then, there were four powerful men that
stood with the King. They were called

Sky, Earth, Wind, and Thunder. However, these brilliant men were already more than a
hundred years old back then. They're probably long dead now.

"As for Mr. Lee, he was a high-achieving apprentice nicknamed the Sky Saint and had
inherited Sky's martial techniques. His strength is unknown since he rarely involves
himself in fights. However, since Sky had favored him, he's definitely someone who has
great potential. Dozens of years have passed since then, so he definitely lies
somewhere around the rank of a seventh-rank grandmaster. | don't think he has
reached the eighth rank yet since breaking into that rank is astoundingly difficult.”

Lucjan gave James a thorough explanation of Mr. Lee's background. He was the
disciple of the leader of the four brilliant men that supported the King. His full name was
Asher Lee.

James listened carefully.

Although he had a brief understanding of the past events, he did not have all the details
on the people who were involved.

All he knew was that the former Great Grandmaster was Mount Thunder Sect's leader
and about the head of the Mavericks, Callan Maverick.

As for the others, he had never heard of them before.




Lucjan suddenly changed the topic and asked, "James, you're a soldier, so you should
know that you'll get beaten up if you fall behind. Let me ask you a question. Let's
pretend that Sol has been at war for a long time, and you possess military power. After
finally winning the war, many civilians suffered injuries, and countless lives were lost.
Would you still seize the chance to destroy the enemy's country and avenge the fallen
soldiers and civilians?"

James was taken aback by his question.

He never expected such a question from Lucjan.

After thinking about it for a while, James did not have a definite answer.

If he was in the Southern Plains and had dealt with an enemy invasion that led to
countless casualties, he would definitely send troops to attack the enemy and avenge

them.

An enemy that offended Sol would have to be punished no matter how far away they
were.

This was the basic principle of a soldier.
A soldier's duty was to defend their country.
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Not bothering with James’ lack of response, Lucjan continued to speak. " Back then,
many countries around the world were swept up into the battle that ensued. The enemy
went berserk and committed heinous crimes all over the world. However, the King at
that time refused the war reparations.”

James listened carefully.

"Our sect advocated taking advantage of the opportunity to launch an attack, but the
King prioritized the restoration of the country. Thus, the relationship between both
parties frayed and eventually collapsed, leading to the first battle against the Gu Sect.
Our sect suffered heavy losses, but the King brushed aside all its prior contributions to
the country and wiped out the Owens and Davises.




"l understand that a leader must be decisive in such moments to prevent problems
before they arise.

"...But he showed no mercy at all."

The more Lucjan spoke of the past, the more visibly agitated he became.

Meanwhile, James continued to stay silent and kept his face expressionless.

He knew the saying about how victors were the ones who wrote history.

“Back then, ancient marital artists didn't concern themselves with worldly affairs. This
led to stagnation in the progress of our country, which in turn caused more and more
suffering for its people. Now that we have the strength, why can’t we use it to conquer
rather than be conquered? Why can't we usher in a new era with our own rules in
place?"

Huff!

Lucjan gasped for air after going on his tirade.

Composing himself, he swept his sharp eyes over James once more.” Which is why...
James, you should join us.

"The King isn't going to take you back if you return to him. Knowing him, he'll definitely
come up with some scheme to kick you out of your position. However, we have a way to
let you enter the political circle. With your current prestige, we can pull a few strings and
get you to ascend as the new King during the upcoming election.

"Wouldn't it be great to have such strong support as the new King and be able to
cooperate to create a new era together?”

Lucjan's excitement caused him to chatter more quickly.

James only gave him a slight smile.

Lucjan's words did have some merit. At least, he agreed with him to a certain extent.
However, James knew that joining the Gu Sect was out of the question.

There was no such thing as absolute good or absolute evil in this world. Everyone had
their own stance and beliefs.

Ultimately, those that oppose one's beliefs would be seen as being in the wrong and
hence, evil.




From the Gu Sect’s standpoint, the King was in the wrong.

From the King's standpoint, the Gu Sect's faction was wrong.

Ultimately, who had the right of judging whether one was right or one was wrong?
Lucjan stood up and said, "Think about it carefully, James. | don't wish to shackle you
using this Soul Eating Pill either. | genuinely have the desire to cooperate with you.
Alright, you’ve been running around endlessly these past few days and must be
exhausted. I've already arranged a room for you. You can go take a hot bath and have a
good rest."

Lucjan turned around and left, leaving James sitting alone on the sofa. He picked up a
cigarette from the table and lit it.

Soon, two beautiful women approached him.
“Emperor, please follow us upstairs. We'll be serving you during your bath."
James stood up and followed the two women.

Inside a luxurious room upstairs, the two women drew a bath for James and held onto
bath towels as they prepared to undress James.

James promptly stopped them and said, “It's okay. You two can leave. | can wash
myself."

The moment he refused them, the two women immediately dropped to their knees
before him.

James' lips curved downwards in a frown. “What are you two doing?", he said.

One of the women cried, "Emperor, we're going to die if you chase us out."
James pressed his lips together and clenched his fists.

He had witnessed Lucjan's ruthless methods firsthand. That man would mercilessly kill
another person over a minor mistake without the slightest bit of hesitation.

After thinking about it, James nodded and said, "Alright then, you can proceed."
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James understood that the two women would be killed if he refused their service. He
had no choice but to accept since he did not want others to die because of him.

The two women stood back up and began to undress James.
Soon, his clothes were gone, leaving only his boxers.

One of the women reached out to help him take it off.

James quickly held out a hand to stop her. "That's enough."
Then, he walked into the bathtub.

The water temperature was pleasant. He lay down in the bathtub and let out a relaxed
sigh.

The two women suddenly kneeled on the floor and began to also undress.
James immediately tried to interrupt them "What're you two doing?"

One of the women replied respectfully while pressing her head against the floor,
"Emperor, we're yours tonight."

James was baffled.

"It's an honor to serve you tonight, Emperor."

"Please accept us, Emperor.”

"We understand that lowly insects like us aren't worthy of being with you and as such,

we won't pester you in the future. You don't have to feel burdened. Our bodies are yours
to have as much fun as you

The two appealed to him one after another.

After speaking, the two took off their clothes and walked toward the bathtub.

The marble bathtub was huge, so accommodating several people at once was not a
problem.

Their behavior repulsed James to his core.




He leaped out of the bathtub and flicked his wrist. A nearby bath towel flew into his
hand. He hastily wrapped the towel around his body and stormed out. Then, he quickly
dried himself and used his energy to retrieve his clothes.

After getting dressed, he walked downstairs.

The two women exchanged confused glances at each other.

They were a pair of twins and were about 20 years old. They were about 180
centimeters tall, with long slender legs and curvy figures.

"D-Do you think he’s unsatisfied with us because we're not pretty enough?”

"I-I don't know. What do we do? If the deputy leader finds out, we're dead.”

The twins started to tear up.

Meanwhile, James had already gone downstairs.

When he reached, Lucjan was sitting down and chatting with one of his subordinates.

Seeing James approaching, he beamed at him. “How was it? Did you like my little
welcome gift? If you still have an appetite, I'll get a few more for you. | guarantee you

they are all gorgeous and talented women with only the most attractive faces and
bodies. Most importantly and best of all, they're all virgins.”

"Get them to leave immediately. | don't need anyone serving me at night."
"Is that so..."

Lucjan nodded and casually turned to the subordinate beside him, "Since James
doesn't like them, there's no use hanging on to them. Kill them all.”

"Alright." The subordinate nodded.

“‘How in the...?!" James was so furious he was at a loss for words.

"What're you doing, Lucjan?" Lucjan replied candidly as he reclined in his chair, “If you
don'’t like them, there's no use having them around. Useless things are trash and trash
is meant to be disposed of. I'll find you a few more until you're satisfied."

He said the loathsome sentence without batting an eye as if he viewed them as even

lower than livestock. As if they were simply things to be chucked away into the garbage
once they've outlived their usefulness.




James swallowed down his rage and tried hard to keep his composure. He tried to
gently assure Lucjan. "l really don't need this kind of service, and you don’t need to Kill
these innocent people.”

Ever smiling, Lucjan simply said, "I own their lives. | adopted them and provided them
with an education so they could gain knowledge. They're aware of their own fate."

After speaking, he clapped his hands and ordered, "Bring a few more for James to
choose. If he doesn't like any of them, go ahead and kill them all.”

"Understood."
The subordinate nodded.

"Forget it. I'm good with the two you sent me.” James pinched his temples in
resignation.

"There you go. Have a good time tonight. | already told you I'd treat you well if you
followed me. Men are all about power, money, beautiful women, and a life of luxury. |
can provide all these for you."

James ignored him and turned around, heading back upstairs.He returned to the room.

Inside the bathroom, the two twins had not gotten out of the bathtub.
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The two whispered and talked about James.

"I've heard some rumors about James... they say he's devoted and loyal to Thea. He
even married into the Callahans and endured their mistreatment all so he could be with
her.”

"Yeah, I've heard about that too. Thea sure is a lucky woman. People like us can only
dream of having a life like hers...”

"Yeah..."

Suddenly, James walked back into the bathroom.




The twins quickly stood up, exposing their naked bodies to James.

James quickly turned around.

"That's enough. I'll wash up myself. You two can go back in the room and stay there for
the night." James had no choice but to let them spend the night in his room even if he
did not intend to pursue things with them.

The twins exchanged a couple of glances and got out of the bathtub simultaneously.

Their long slender legs were completely exposed for James to see.

One of the twins hugged James from behind and ran her hand over his chest. "Let us
serve you tonight."

The other sister also quickly added. ‘This is an order from our superior... If you refuse,
we'll pay with our lives.”

"Get out."

James struggled to catch his breath.

He was a man and could not help having such thoughts in the face of carnal temptation.
However, he was determined to stand firm in his principles.

He unleashed a tiny amount of True Energy, and the force shook the woman holding
him off. The twins were both blown out of the bathroom and fell onto the soft carpet in
the room.

Immediately, James locked the bathroom door and began to take a bath alone.

The twins got back up on their feet after being dazed for a few seconds.

"Wh-What do we do now?”

The other twin pondered for a while and said, "He asked us to stay in the room, so we
should do our best to seduce him later. | believe that men are fundamentally unable to

resist women. I'm sure we'll be able to seduce him by tomorrow morning.”

"Okay."

James continued soaking in the bathtub inside the bathroom and let out a deep sigh of
relief.

He discarded the messy thoughts in his mind and began to examine his body carefully.




Despite taking the poison, he had yet to feel any sort of discomfort in his body.

After finding nothing unusual, James frowned. "What kind of poison is this? Why don'’t |
feel any discomfort at all? Do symptoms only show when the poison takes effect?”

James thought about it for a while.

He was a doctor and understood that some poisons did not show any outward
symptoms until it spreads throughout one’s entire body.

After soaking in the bathtub for half an hour, he got out and dressed himself. Then, he
walked into the bedroom.

As soon as he entered the bedroom, he saw the twins lying in bed, huddled under the
blanket with only their small heads exposed outside.

James took a glance at them and walked straight to the sofa. He promptly sat down,
picked up a cigarette, and lit it.

Seeing this, the twins quickly got out of bed and walked over to him.

Both of them were completely naked.

Despite the heavy snow outside, the heater inside the room was on, so neither of them
felt the chill.

When he the two of them approaching, James quickly averted his eyes.
"What're you two doing? Put on some clothes first.”

However, the twins ignored his pleas. They walked over, and each of them sat on either
side of him.

James immediately tried to turn around to avoid gazing at them.

One of the twins wrapped her arms around his, and the other lay down on his lap as she
stared directly into his eyes.

James had never experienced this kind of seduction tactic before, and his heart began
to pound uncontrollably.

One of them led James’ hand to her body and said, "Hey... Let's play some games that
only adults can enjoy."

“Emperor, how about you tell us about that time when you were a soldier in the
Southern Plains?"




The two talked to him coquettishly.
Their voices were alluring and tickled his ears.
Huff!

James took a deep breath and said in a demanding tone, "Put on some clothes first.
Then, I'll talk.”
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James was unable to accept such things.

They currently lived in an era of peace where everyone was supposed to live as equals.
No one was supposed to be inferior to others.

He stood up, took the cigarette, and left. He opened the balcony door and walked
outside.

Standing on the balcony, he looked toward the distant landscape covered in snow.

Seeing that James was completely uninterested in them, they had no choice but to get
dressed.

James was deep in thought as he looked into the snowscape when a sudden cry
brought him back to the present.

He returned to his senses and looked at the two women coming out to the balcony.

The twins were identical and had even the same height as if lifted from the same mold.
They were even dressed the same.

James reassured them gently. "You don’t have to do anything for me. Don't worry. I'll
keep you two safe while I'm here."




“Okay.”

The two nodded simultaneously and bowed gratefully. “Thank you."

James sighed in relief and walked back into the room.

The twins followed after him.

James sat on the sofa while the twins sat opposite him.

"Sir, my name is Aphrodite, and this is my younger sister, Venus."

"Mhm." James nodded absentmindedly.

Having not slept for the past few days, James was exhausted. He spoke to the sisters,
"You two can just stay in the room, but don’t move around unnecessarily. I'm a little
sleepy, so I'll be resting for a while."

Aphrodite and Venus looked at each other and nodded in reply to James.

James walked to the bed and lay down.

Aphrodite and Venus sat quietly on the sofa, afraid to disturb James’ rest.

Soon, James fell asleep.

When he woke up, it was already nighttime.He got out of bed and rubbed his temples.

Before he could do anything, one of the twins walked toward him with a basin of water
and a towel to freshen up. Then, she helped freshen James up.

James did not push her away and allowed her to help.

After washing up, one of the twins said, "Sir, Lucjan has asked for you to head
downstairs for dinner after waking up. A sumptuous dinner has been prepared for you.”

“Alright, got it." James nodded lightly.
He got up and walked outside the room, heading downstairs to the living room.

As soon as he arrived in the first-floor living room, Lucjan asked with a smile, "How was
it, James? Are you satisfied with their service?"

James glanced at Aphrodite and Venus, who was following behind him, and nodded,
saying, "Mhm, yes. They're first-class indeed."




"Great! Come, sit with me."
Lucjan urged James to sit down.
James walked over and sat down where he had indicated.

Aphrodite and Venus followed him and sat on either side of him again. They entwined
their arms around his and nuzzled into the sides of his chest.

James could smell the scent of their perfumes and felt slightly refreshed. He was
worried that Lucjan would make things difficult for the twins, so he did not refuse their
touch.

Looking at Lucjan sitting opposite him, James asked, "What kind of poison did you give
me? Why don't | feel any discomfort yet?"

Lucjan said, “Weren't you listening? | told you it's a unique poison formulated by the
Owens. The poison doesn't take effect so soon. It'll take some time before it takes hold.
However, once it does, it'll torment you until you feel like only the sweet release of death
can save you. As long as you cooperate with me, | promise you'll be fine.”

James asked calmly, ‘Then, tell me. What do you need me to do next?"

"Haven't | already told you about it? | need you to ambush the strongest practitioners of
the major sects and families as they're traveling to Mt. Thunder. Kill those you can and
cripple those you can't kill."

"You think too highly of me. There are countless ancient martial art secs and families in
Sol. I don't have the capabilities to take on all of them."

Lucjan looked at James and raised his hands in a grand gesture. “You do, James! You
have great potential. To be able to achieve such great strength before 30 is already an
incredible feat. For hundreds of years, the only person comparable to you would be
Callan. He became a seventh-rank grandmaster in his 40s. You'll surely surpass him in
due time."
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Hearing Callan being mentioned, James could not help asking, “Is Callan still alive? Is
he still the current Supreme Commander of Gu Sect?"

Lucjan smiled but did not answer James' question. Instead, he changed the topic.

"James, I'm expecting a lot from you. | believe your strength and talent will reach their
full potential if you join me.”

"You drive a hard bargain. Fine, I'll join you.” James nodded after hesitating a moment.
Lucjan laughed and clapped his hands together gleefully, "Atta boy! Come, drink.”
Aphrodite and Venus quickly poured out the wine for the two men.

They had a grand feast, but James ate silently throughout the meal without saying
much.

After eating, he returned to his room along with Aphrodite and Venus.

A middle-aged man downstairs turned to Lucjan. "Sir, is James really someone we
should trust?"

Lucjan paused for a moment before he replied, "He killed Mount Thunder Sect’s leader,
Jackson, to save his friends. | have eyes in Mount Thunder Sect. All the sect's elders
and disciples had witnessed the battle.

"Moreover, he has consumed my poison. If he wants to survive, he has no choice but to
work for me. For now, we can't fully assume he’s loyal to us, but the poison will work
well to keep him on a short leash. I'll only trust him after he further proves his worth."

James sat down on the sofa in his room.

Aphrodite and Venus feared that James would get bored, so they performed a dance
inside the room to entertain him.

The twins danced beautifully and gracefully, but James was not in the mood to
appreciate them.

"That's enough. You can stop.” James raised his hand as a sign for the girls to stop.
The two stopped dancing and walked over, sitting beside James.
James moved aside to distance himself and pointed to the bed, saying," It's late. You

two can go to sleep. I've slept during the day and am not tired yet. I'll cultivate for a
while and sleep on the sofa later."




“Mhm."

The two nodded obediently and headed to the bed to get a moment of rest.
Meanwhile, James sat in a lotus position on the sofa and began cultivating.
At the same time, he observed the twins.

After confirming that they were asleep, James flicked his finger toward them and sent a
small gust of force toward the twin's acupoints.

James opened the balcony door and walked outside.

Although it was night, the snow drifting from the sky and the white scenery made it
seem like it was still daytime.

He swept his gaze over his surroundings. He did not see anyone else.
Suddenly, he jumped into the air and instantly landed on the third floor’s roof. With
another jump, he appeared tens of meters away, disappearing from the area in mere

seconds.

A few kilometers away from the villa, a man dressed in a black winter coat and hat
stood alone in the snow.

Soon, James appeared and approached the man.
"How did it go?”

The man did not turn around.

James said, "lI've taken poison from Lucjan and will have to stay under his control for
the time being. He asked me to intercept the powerhouses from various sects and
families on their way to Mount Thunder Sect. He wants me to kill those | can and cripple
those I'm unable to Kill. | still haven't figured out his purpose for wanting to attend the
conference. | don'’t think its as simple as him trying to attain the position of Great
Grandmaster.”

"Mhm." The man dressed in black nodded in agreement.

"You should inform the sect leaders and family heads to cooperate and play along with
my act. However, only inform the reliable ones. There are definitely many people from
Gu Sect in major sects and families. | don't want our plan to be exposed. If that
happens, it'll derail everything."

"I know."




The man in black nodded, and his body flashed, instantly reappearing tens of meters
away. In the next few moments, the man completely disappeared from James' sight with
a few more moves. After he left, James turned around and returned to the villa.
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Soon, James returned to the villa and leaped onto the second-floor balcony. He was
about to enter his room when an unexpected voice from behind caught him off guard.

"Where did you go?”

James turned to the sound and saw an old man sitting in a lotus position in the
courtyard.

Lucjan jumped and instantly appeared on the second-floor balcony.

James looked at him calmly, but internally his heart was racing.

He had specifically checked the area before leaving. There seemed to be no one
around, and he took great caution to ensure he was not being followed. He never

expected Lucjan to spot him on his way back.

James shrugged and replied, "I bored in the room, so | went for a short walk. What's
wrong? Am | not allowed to leave?"

"Of course, you can."

Lucjan parted his mouth and said, “James, | really like you and | genuinely hope that we
can work together as comrades instead of me having to use the poison against you.”

"That's out of the question.”

James refused. ‘This is the last thing | do for you. After this, | hope you'll give me the
antidote. I'm not planning on joining forces with you."

"You have no one else to turn to."

“Even so, | refuse to lend aid to those who harm others. Being an outcast actually works
greatly in my favor. | can finally retire and live a leisurely life."




“I'm sure you'll come to agree with us eventually.”
Lucjan did not say anymore and jumped off, landing firmly in the courtyard below.
James took a deep breath after he left.

He was cautious before leaving, and no one should have followed or seen his meeting
with the other person.

Unless Lucjan were an eighth-ranked grandmaster, James would definitely be able to
tell if he was following him.

However, that was highly unlikely.

According to Yaroslav's information, Lucjan’s rank was unknown but was assumed to be
about in the seventh rank, and it was impossible for him to have reached the eighth
rank.

James turned around and entered the room, closing the door behind him.

Aphrodite and Venus were still sleeping like logs.

After James entered the room, he unsealed their acupoints and sat down in a lotus
position with his eyes closed to meditate.

Meanwhile, two beautiful women sat together in a presidential suite at a five-star hotel in
Terentville.

They were Tiara and Maxine who had rushed to James’ rescue. After they reached
Terentville, they did not immediately head to Mount Thunder Sect but waited for God-
King Palace's reinforcements to arrive.

Thea sat cross-legged in her pajamas and looked at Maxine. Then, she asked, “Almost
all the elite fighters from the God-King Palace have reached Terentville. When should
we act?"

Maxine looked incredulously at Thea. "Act? How will we act when we don't even know
where James is right now? Plus, we also don’t know who’s the one that abducted
Quincy and the others.”

Thea cast her eyes downwards at Maxine’s blunt reply.

She still had no idea where James was and who it was that had captured the Callahans.

Although they were now in Terentville and were not far from Mount Thunder Sect, she
felt like she was ing at straws.




"What do we do?" asked Thea.

Maxine thought for a while and said, “I'll call my grandfather and ask about the situation.
The Cadens have a certain status in the ancient martial world and should know what's
happening now. I'll ask him and see if there is any news about James’ whereabouts.

After speaking, Maxine took out her phone and called Tobias, who was far away in the
Capital.

Eventually, Tobias picked up after a few rings.
“‘Grandpa,” Maxine greeted him respectfully.

"Mhm." Tobias responded softly and asked, "You must be headed to Mt. Thunder,
right?" "Yeah, we've just arrived in Terentville.”
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Tobias suddenly asked her sternly, “What exactly is James playing at?’

Maxine was taken aback by the sudden change in tone. “Huh? What do you mean?
Grandpa, what's the matter? Did something happen?”

Tobias’ voice then took on a slightly surprised tone. "Are you not with James currently?”
"No, he left before me. | just arrived in Terentville.”

Tobias said, "News spread that James showed up at Mount Thunder Sect. He fought
and defeated the sect leader, then took him away with him. Afterward, he left Jackson's
head at Mount Thunder Sect's entrance.

They've issued a bounty for his head across the globe. Anyone that hunts him down and
kills him will be rewarded greatly. The set's treasure, the Frost Sword, would also be

included as a reward."

Maxine stood up abruptly when she heard the news. "What? Grandpa, is this news
accurate?”, she asked as her voice shook in disbelief.

"Of course. It came directly from Mount Thunder Sect.”




Maxine instantly lost the strength in her legs, and she collapsed to the sofa.

Thea could not help but ask, "What’s the matter? What happened?"

Maxine hung up her phone and turned to Thea. Her face was pale as she said,
"Grandpa said that James killed Mount Thunder Sect’s leader, Jackson. The sect has
issued a wanted order to hunt and kill him. They're even offering to reward the person
who kills him with their treasure, the Frost Sword."

"What?!" Thea exclaimed and stood up abruptly.

"H-How is that possible? James isn't that kind of person. He would never kill the Mount
Thunder Sect's leader."

Maxine composed herself and tried to comfort Thea. "Breathe, Thea. Calm down.”
Thea sat down listlessly.

Maxine said, “Judging by the current situation, the information must be accurate. I'm
guessing the enemy threatened James to kill Mount Thunder Sect's leader using their
captives' lives against him. James must've gone through with it and is now being hunted
down by Mount Thunder Sect. We must find him as soon as possible, or else his life will
be in danger."

Hold on..."

Maxine suddenly thought of something and turned to Maxine urgently. " Quick, make a
call to Cansington and check if the Callahans have returned."

"Okay, I'll call and ask about it."

Thea took out her phone and tried calling her phone.

Through the call, she learned that her family had returned to Cansington.
Then, she immediately tried to contact Quincy.

Quincy had also arrived safely in Cansington.

"Did you see James?" asked Thea.

Quincy responded from the other end, "l did. To save us, he consumed a poison made
by someone from the Gu Sect."

"When did you see him?”




"This morning."
"Where?"

Quincy thought for a while and replied, "It should be somewhere in the suburbs of
Terentville. I'll check the map and see if | can pinpoint the exact location. I'll send you
the coordinates when | figure it out.”

“Okay_”
Thea had the call on loudspeaker, so Maxine was also listening in to the conversation.

Maxine grimly said, "From what we can gather, James must've killed Jackson, met with
someone from the Gu Sect, and consumed their poison. This means the Gu Sect is
currently controlling him. My guess is that the Gu Sect turn James into one of their men
and use him to start a conflict between him and the Virtuous faction. This will leave him
no choice but to join the Gu Sect.”

"What should we do, Maxine? You've always been good at strategizing. Tell me, what
are our current options? James was forced into killing the sect leader. Is there a chance
he can be forgiven if he explains himself now?”

Maxine shook her head and said, “There's no chance. Mount Thunder Sect has always
been a highly esteemed martial art sect and holds a pivotal position in the martial art
world, which is why the conference is held at Mt. Thunder in the first place. Now that

James killed their sect leader, people aligned with the Virtuous Faction will never let him
back into the fold.”

Thea felt like she was about to faint and she asked worriedly, "What else can we do
then?"

Maxine frowned pensively.

After a while, she said, "If I'm right, the Gu Sect is trying to make a pawn out of James
to use against their enemies."

"Do you have any idea what are they trying to force James to do next?"

Maxine said, “It must have something to do with causing harm to the Virtuous Faction.
I'm unable to guess further than that but, our current priority is to find James as soon as
possible."
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It did not take long for Quincy to send a set of coordinates to Thea.

Quincy's phone had been taken away from her during the time they were held captive,
so she had no idea where they were being held.

Upon their release, they were not restrained any longer and so she had the opportunity
to observe her surroundings.

Thus, she knew the place they were held was near Terentville.

Judging by the speed at which the car traveled to Terentville airport, she could roughly
guess the villa's location.

Thea looked at the large red circle indicating the approximate location of the villa on the
map sent by Quincy and frowned.

"This is way too vast of an area. This covers about dozens of kilometers. How are we
supposed to find him with this?"

Maxine took a look and raised her brow, saying, “She's definitely given us a wide zone
where James could be, but we still have to try anyway. There's not much time before
the Mount Thunder Conference. Countless champions from major sects and families
are probably making their way there as we speak. We must find James as soon as
possible and stop him from taking any more reckless actions. Otherwise, there will be
no turning back for him.”

"Mhm. I'll notify the people from God-King Palace to survey the area.” Thea nodded and
took out her phone, informing all the members of the God-King Palace to look for a villa
located in the area marked

out by Quincy. Meanwhile, James was sitting in a lotus position in a room on the villa’s
second floor. His body floated one meter above the ground and exuded a fearsome
aura.

After drinking the Snow Lotus Wine, he was at the peak of the sixth rank.

There were three requirements for him to break into the seventh rank. He had already
met the first requirement-an endless and continuous flow of True Energy to create a
cycle in the body.

The night passed, and soon it was the dawn of the next day.




Aphrodite and Venus saw that James was cultivating and had the good sense to not
bother him. They changed their clothes and prepared water for him to freshen up with.
Then, they waited silently in the background for him to finish.

When the water turned cold, they changed it and continued waiting. It was slightly past
eight in the morning when James finally stopped cultivating.

He withdrew his energy into his body and slowly landed on the floor.

One of the beautiful twins smiled brightly and walked over with a hot towel.

"Sir, here. Allow me to clean your face for you."

She proceeded to attempt to wipe him off with the hot towel.

James took over the towel and curtly refused, "I can do it myself.”

He used the hot towel and casually wiped the perspiration off his face.

After he finished washing up, a toothbrush was handed to him.

Although James held a high position and authority, he had never been served by people
before and was not used to the reverent treatment he received. A slight blush crept up
his face as he refused once again. "I'll do it, it’s fine. | can brush my own teeth.”

While this was happening, a conversation was playing taking place downstairs.

"Sir, we detected a large number of martial artists in the surroundings of the villa last
night. They seemed to be looking for something.”

Lucjan was surprised and asked, "Oh? Have you investigated their identities?"

"Yeah, They're people sent by Thea. Both she and Maxine arrived in Terentville
yesterday. It seems that they're looking for James."

"Thea?"

Lucjan rubbed his chin as he pondered.

Initially, Lucjan wanted to capture Thea and use her to threaten him. It was common
knowledge that James was incredibly faithful to her. He willingly laid down his dignity as
the commander of the Black Dragon Army and married into the Callahans of Cansington

to repay Thea for saving him ten years ago.

Thea was definitely the key that would allow them to win James over.




He closed his eyes for a while and then gave his orders. "Capture Thea for me...No,
wait. Invite her over. Ensure that you don't mistreat her in any way and treat her as a
VIP guest."

"Sir, what are you trying to do?”

“‘Don't ask questions. Just do as | say."
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"What about Maxine? Both of them are together right now."

"Maxine..."

Lucjan paused once again. ‘This person is of no use to me. If | treated this as per usual,
I'd just kill her, but she's close to James and has quite an interesting background.
However, | heard she's quite a calculating person. We can't have her come here.
Otherwise, it'll be hard to persuade Thea with her around.”, he said.

“Alright, | understand.”

"Go, you're dismissed.” Lucjan waved his hand dismissively.

The subordinate promptly left the room.

Soon, James walked downstairs, accompanied by the beautiful twins.

"You're finally awake, James.” Lucjan stood up and walked over to hug James cheerily.
“‘How was it? Did you sleep well last night?"

James brushed Lucjan's arm away and stopped him from getting closer.

He walked over to the sofa and sat down. "I slept well. When do | start your next task?
After | do what you want. I'd like you to give me the antidote, and we'll part ways,"

James said simply.

"l see that you're chomping on the bit and ready to get started. You can depart after
breakfast."




Lucjan sat down and snapped his fingers.

A beautiful woman immediately walked over with a map in her hands.

Lucjan spread the map on the table and tapped his finger on a certain location. "This
area is within Mount Thunder Sect's territory. It's also the only way to Mount Thunder

Sect. You can head there and intercept the people traveling up the mountain.

According to the time, the major sects and families should be arriving in Mount Thunder
Sect in a few days, but...”

He glanced at James and reminded, "You'll have to be careful, James. Mount Thunder
Sect has issued a bounty on your head.

All martial artists from the Virtuous Faction will definitely be coming for your life as well.”

‘That'll depend on whether they can even come close enough to take it," James replied
calmly and confidently.

Lucjan laughed loudly, “Haha. | love it! You're full of bravado today! Whatever happens,
I've definitely got your back, my man."

James looked at the map on the table and said, "Let's double-confirm your conditions
before | leave. After | complete the task, you will me the antidote."

"Sure, no problem," Lucjan beamed at him and looked as if he were almost harmless.

James had killed Jackson, Mount Thunder Sect's leader, and was about to kill countless
elite members of major sects and families. Soon, James would lose the little allies he
had left and would be forced to cooperate with Lucjan and his men.

Looking straight at Lucjan’s eyes, James growled in a low, and threatening voice, "I
hope you hold up your end of the bargain. Otherwise, I'll drag you to hell with me.”

"Don't worry. I'll keep my promise,” Lucjan’s eyes formed relaxed crescents.
Turning to a servant behind him, he ordered, "Serve the food."

In no time, the table was filled with countless delicacies.

After James had breakfast, he prepared to set out.

"James, these two are yours from now on. Take them with you.”

Hearing this, James looked at Aphrodite and Venus with a frown.




Lucjan explained as he caught James looking displeased about the new arrangement
as he, "Don't worry. They won't drag you down. They may not look like it but they're also
martial artists. Although they don't have strong True Energy, they're second- ranked
grandmasters and aren't mere pushovers."

James nodded lightly and said, "Okay."

It was evident Lucjan wanted to use them to continue keeping tabs on him.

“Also, I'll send another person to back you up."

After speaking, Lucjan clapped his hands.

A man dressed in raggedy clothes immediately appeared. He looked about 50 years old
and had a round face, thick eyebrows, and large eyes. With a fierce expression on his

face, he looked almost like a butcher.

Lucjan introduced, ‘This is Bryce Quest. He's at the peak of the sixth rank and is one
step away from entering the seventh."

James looked at Bryce and nodded in reply without acknowledging the man.
Bryce put his palms together and bowed respectfully as he said, "James, I'm looking
forward to working with you. I've been informed that we are tasked with abusing the

participants for this year's martial arts conference.”

James maintained a calm expression and nodded lightly.

Despite his outward poker face, he was secretly panicking inside.He never expected
Lucjan to send in a martial artist to accompany him.

This just made the situation a lot more complicated.
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