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James hurriedly made his way toward the marked region on the map alongside the others.
They traversed a distance of three hundred kilometers in just three hours.

Swoosh!

Sand whirled in the air.

The strong wind prevented them from seeing what was ahead of them.
“This should be the place.”

James looked at the map. Then, he pulled his phone out but as there was no signal here,
he was unable to use the satellite-based positioning.

“This could be a trap by the Gu Sect. Be on your guard, everyone!” James yelled.

James had kept Thea'’s warnings and Callan’s concerns in mind. He was here to save
lives and destroy the research laboratory while he was at it. If they fell into Lucjan’s trap,
not only would they not be able to save the abducted martial artists, but they themselves
would be in danger.

From now on, he would have to be on full alert.

“‘Everyone, the Gu Sect specializes in Gu venom, which is much more potent and terrifying
than ordinary poison. However, as long as we hold our breath, we might not be poisoned
no matter how sophisticated the Gu Sect’s methods are.”

James knew nothing about Gu venom. However, as he was trained in the art of medicine,
he knew that it was possible to poison the air. Shapeless and odorless, they could be
poisoned without them realizing that.

After James reminded them, everyone held their breaths and began breathing internally.
Though it felt uncomfortable, they were all highly trained matrtial artists. Holding their
breaths for a few hours at a time was not too much of a problem for them.

They proceeded with caution.

At the same time, in an underground palace beneath the sand...

Though the underground palace was reconstructed, it was still dilapidated.

In a room...

Many delicacies were on the table-a roast duck, some sausages, and a few bottles of
wine.




At that moment, Lucjan and Ezekiel were gobbling their food down when a masked man
walked over to them and knelt. “Sir, James and the others are approaching the entrance.”

Lucjan put the drumstick in his hand aside and asked, “Who came with him?”

“There’s Jackson Cabral of the Mount Thunder Sect. Some from the Heaven and Earth
Sect, the Sylvan Sect, and the Five Swirling Blades Sect were also there, James is the
strongest among them, which is followed by Jackson. As for the rest, they have barely
reached the fifth rank. Only a handful has crossed into the sixth rank.”

“Is that all?” Lucjan furrowed his eyebrows and looked at Ezekiel, saying, “Aren’t we
expecting more to come? Thomas, Bennett, Simon, and the Celestial Sect’s Sect Leader
aren’t even here. There’s no point in killing just James.”

Ezekiel stroked his beard and contemplated for a brief moment before saying, “Rest at
ease. James i

surrounded by wise people. They must have known that this would be a trap. However, as
they believe themselves to be righteous, they insisted on coming regardless. They must
have planned for James to take the lead while the rest observe the situation in the
shadows.”

As he said that, an enigmatic smile crept up on his face.

“We will capture James with our foolproof trap and force the ones in the shadow to reveal
themselves.” “Sure.” Lucjan nodded and said smilingly, “Thank goodness, | have you by
my side. This time, James will have a taste of the Thousand-Machinery Formation.”

Ezekiel said confidently, “The Thousand-Machinery Formation passed down by my
ancestors can trap even ninth-rank grandmasters. None shall escape. After refining our
soon-to-be captives and injecting Gu venom into their bodies, we will soon dominate the
world.”

“Hahaha!” Lucjan burst into a roar of laughter. “When | become the ultimate ruler of the
world, you shall be made the Chancellor and rule alongside me.”
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James had no idea that Lucjan had already set up the Thousand-Machinery Formation to
ensnare them all in one fell swoop.

At that moment, James continued to press forward with the matrtial artists of the ancient
martial world.

A hot, dry, dusty wind desiccated surrounding areas and withering plants. The wind’s force
was enough to blow a vehicle away. However, as they were all ancient martial artists, they
could resist the wind by catalyzing True Energy.




Soon, a hill fifty meters tall appeared in their view. There was an entrance below, and a
few SUVs were parked outside.

“Stop!”

Upon seeing this, James raised his hand.

Everyone behind him stopped.

James looked at the hill and the entrance below.

“This should be the place we’re looking for.” He pointed at the passage below.
“Something’s not quite right.”

Jackson stared at the entrance and the SUVs parked outside and said, “Theoretically,
such an important research laboratory of the Gu Sect must be heavily guarded. However,
there’s not even a single person by the entrance. This must be a trap.”

Wearing a grim expression, James said, “Since we’re already here, we might as well take
a look inside. How about this? I'll enter first and observe the situation while you guys guard
outside. The moment you hear any commotion, leave immediately.”

Jackson said, “Be on your guard.”

“I will.”

James nodded and turned around, saying, “Everyone, please wait here while | head inside
and explore the place.”

They nodded.

James scanned his surroundings and catalyzed True Energy. Then, in the blink of an eye,
he appeared in front of the entrance.

The entrance which was reinforced by concrete was three meters in height and width.

James saw a surveillance camera by the entrance. Furrowing his eyebrows, he did not
wander in recklessly. After brief contemplation, he waved and grabbed a handful of sand.

The surveillance camera was pointed at the entrance the whole time.

Moving outside of the surveillance camera’s range, he catalyzed True Energy, and sand
began swirling in the air. Then, he struck the camera with the sand.

The moment the surveillance camera was blinded, James rushed into the underground
passage which extended deep underground.

Upon entering the passage, James realized that the structure’s interior was heavily
guarded by disciples of the Gu Sect.




At the same time, in a room in the underground palace...

“Sir, James has arrived.”

Upon hearing this, Lucjan smiled faintly and said, “Don’t act recklessly. Let him scout
around for a while. Once he discovers the location of the abducted ancient martial artists,
he will surely bring the others in to save them. Once they enter the building, activate the
formation straight away.”

“Understood.”

Lucjan’s subordinate immediately spread his word.

At that moment, James carefully infiltrated the building by avoiding the disciples of the Gu
Sect.

The underground passage was deep.

After some time, James saw a dilapidated palace. The palace which had been buried
underground had been cleared of its sand.

Clack! Clack! Clack!
Footsteps came.

In an instant, James leaped to the ceiling of the palace and pressed his body against the
surface of the wall.

Soon, a few Gu Sect disciples passed by.

James stared at them. After some thought, he swiftly descended and struck the
acupuncture points of the person at the back and swiftly dragged him to a secluded corner.




