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Lucjan scanned everyone in the dungeon.His gaze was fixed on Callan.

Noticing something was amiss, he said, “Bring Callan here.” A few Gu Sect disciples
walked over to Callan, forcibly dragged him, and tossed him beside James.

Upon seeing the sweat beaded on his forehead, Lucjan laughed.

” Callan, are you trying to free your acupuncture points? Not bad.You’re good at
enduring pain.You didn’t even let loose a scream.” Callan remained silent.

Lucjan continued, “Once ten minutes is up, | will kill Callan first.”

At that moment, James was lying on the ground.He knew he was running out of time.He
had to free his acupuncture points at once.

Once his acupuncture points were freed, he could make his escape even if he could not
save the others.

After he left, Lucjan would no longer be able to threaten him.He silently catalyzed
Heavenly Breath, and True Heavenly Yang Energy burst forth.

“argh!” James roared in pain.

Boom! In that instant, a heavy sound came from within his body.

James hurriedly got up and charged toward Lucjan at great speed.

Lucjan did not expect him to be capable of freeing his acupuncture points.
In the nick of time, he raised his arm and met James’ palm.

The two staggered backward.

Meanwhile, James used his momentum and rushed outside the dungeon.
Though he had left, his roar echoed throughout the dungeon.

“Tl be back, Lucjan!” By the time Lucjan recollected himself, James was already gone
without a trace.




“Chase after him!” He immediately gave his order and said coldly, “‘Though his
acupuncture points are free, there’s still Gu venom inside his body.He still can’t use
True Energy yet.l want you to bring him back here, dead or alive!”

Upon receiving his orders, the disciples of the Gu Sect immediately gave chase.
Meanwhile, a vein popped up in Lucjan’s arm.

His face darkened, and he said coldly, “Damn it, | underestimated him!”

“‘Men, keep a close watch on them.Do not let a single one of them escape!” Leaving this
remark, Lucjan turned to leave.

Now that James had escaped, he hurriedly tried to find Ezekiel.

However, upon leaving the dungeon, he saw Ezekiel walking toward him.He could not
help but ask, “Why are you here? Who’s guarding the Thousand-Machinery Formation?
What if Thomas infiltrate the palace while you were away?” This Ezekiel was Thomas in
disguise.

The real Ezekiel had already been disposed of.

Thomas looked at Lucjan and said smilingly, “Don’t worry, I've already ordered my men
to keep a close watch.

Once an outsider appears, the Thousand- Machinery Formation will instantly activate
itself.

By the way, what'’s the situation here?” Lucjan did not know that the Ezekiel before him
was Thomas in disguise.

His face darkened, and he said coldly, “| underestimated James’ pain durability.He
forcibly freed his acupuncture points while enduring the excruciating pain caused by the
catalyzation of True Energy and escaped.”

“What?” Thomas exclaimed.

“‘James is important to our cause.We can'’t let him escape!” Lucjan waved slightly and
tried to calm Ezekiel down, saying, ” James wouldn’t dare try to wander outside.

After all, the Thousand- Machinery Formation is guarding the only exit of the
underground palace, so he must have wandered further in.

Even | haven’t completely explored the underground palace.

| don’t know where it ends.




But don’t worry, I've already sent my men after him.

Since James was poisoned by Gu venom, he can’t use True Energy for a long period of
time.Soon, he will be recaptured.”

‘Mhm.” Thomas nodded gently.

Looking at Lucjan, he asked, ” What’s our next course of action?” Lucjan said, “We’ll
wait for the First Blood Emperor to arrive.

Upon his arrival, we will inject the virus into their bodies and control them.
As for Thomas...we have no choice but to disregard him for now.

I’m worried that something unexpected might happen if we drag this out.” Upon hearing
this, Thomas was lost in thought.

He could strike Lucjan dead with a single blow.
However, Lucjan still controlled the virus that he had researched.

Until Thomas seized control of the virus, Lucjan could not die.
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Saving lives was not Thomas’ objective.
The fate of the ancient martial artists did not concern him.

As long as James was safe and sound, he would be content sitting by the sidelines.His
objective was the virus in Lucjan’s control.

Not only that, he had a plan concerning the First Blood Emperor and the Blood Race.He
did not wish for Lucjan to die either.

The Gu Sect was a powerful and influential sect since a century ago.
Over the past hundred years, the Gu Sect slowly developed into the behemoth it was
today by recruiting many talented individuals.His objective was to control Lucjan and the

entire Gu Sect.

Thomas remained silent.




Meanwhile, Lucjan turned to leave in irritation.He was annoyed that James had
escaped.

At that moment, James was escaping further into the palace.

He knew that the only exit was guarded by the Thousand-Machinery Formation, so this
was his only available option.

If he was trapped in the Thousand- Machinery Formation once more, he would not be
able to escape unscathed.

He headed deeper into the underground palace.

There were many passageways.

Seized by panic, he simply pressed forward.

At first, the passageways were still dimly lit.

However, as he ventured further in, there was no illumination at all.

After some time, unable to endure any longer, he collapsed to the ground.

He crawled up with great difficulty and leaned against the stone wall.

Along the way, he had catalyzed True Energy to hasten his speed.

However, the moment he catalyzed True Energy, he could feel excruciating pain coming
from inside his body.

Unable to endure any longer, he sat on the ground to catch his breath.
“T have to eradicate the Gu inside my body as soon as possible.”

A vein popped out in James’ neck He tried using True Heavenly Yang Energy to
eradicate the Gu.

However, he no longer had any remaining strength left.

The sound of footsteps could be heard in the distance.

James hurriedly stood up.

However, the moment he stood up, he immediately collapsed to the ground once more.

Just as he collapsed to the ground, the disciples of the Gu Sect caught up.




“There’s nowhere for you to run,” a voice spoke.

Though James wanted to escape, he felt his head spinning.
Unable to endure any longer, he lost consciousness.

After some time had passed, he slowly regained consciousness.

Almost immediately, he realized that his limbs were chained, and he could not move a
single muscle.

He slowly opened his eyes, and he could finally see what was before him.

He was tied to a pole, and many people were standing before him—Lucjan and a few
others whom he could not recognize.

“‘James...”

Lucjan’s face darkened as he glared at James, uttering word by word, “This is your final
warning.Tell me about the whereabouts of the Medical Book and the secret of
Crucifier.If not, don’t blame me for what happens next.”

‘Hehe...”

James laughed.

“Dream on, Lucjan.”

Lucjan’s expression darkened, and he struck James with his palm.

Powerful force struck James’ body; even the stone pillar behind him shattered into
pieces.

James lay motionless on the rubble, and blood trickled down his forehead.

Upon seeing this, Thomas, who was disguised as Ezekiel, furrowed his eyebrows.
He clenched his fists and summoned all his energy to them.

At that moment, he planned to kill Lucjan once and for all.

However, he would gain nothing from it.

After some thought, he decided against it.




“Lucjan, now’s not the time to kill him.Once he’s dead, you'll never know the
whereabouts of the Medical Book, nor will you unravel the mystery behind Crucifier.Not
only that, the secret of the Invincible Body Siddhi will be forever lost.”

Hearing this, Lucjan calmed down a little.

Looking at Ezekiel in frustration, he said, “What choice do | have?”

Thomas said smilingly, “Based on my information, James cares about Thea the
most.Let’s not hurry for now.Once everything here is resolved, we can simply take

James away.Then, we will find an opportunity and abduct Thea.By then, he will do as
we say.”
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“l guess | have no other choice.”

Lucjan nodded slightly.

At that moment, a Gu Sect disciple walked in and Imelt.

“Sir, the First Blood Emperor has arrived.”

“Hahaha!”

Upon hearing this, Lucjan laughed.

At long last, the Blood Emperor was here.

Lucjan had gone to great lengths to research Gu venom.

Though the results of the research were satisfactory, he still lacked a little something.

So, he went looking for the First Blood Emperor, a member of the Blood Race whose
blood was different from an ordinary human’s.

Lucjan turned to leave.
In a room in the underground palace...

The First Blood Emperor was waiting alongside many Blood Ra martial artists.




He was wearing a black caped jacket and a hat that covered his face.

However, his appearance could still be discerned His face was pale and void of life, just
like a zombie.

He was sitting on the sofa in a room of the underground palace Many who wore similar
attires were standing behind him.

“‘Rland Emneror “

A voice came from outside the door.

Then, Lucjan walked in with a bright smile.

The First Blood Emperor nodded.

“Where’s the stuff?”

Lucjan asked.

The First Blood Emperor waved.

Immediately, a man behind him placed a black box on the table and opened it.
Inside, there were a few test tubes with a certain blue liquid inside of them.

The First Blood Emperor said while smiling, “Based on the research data you provided
me, | created this virus by combining the blood of the Blood Race.

Once consumed even by corpses, the Gu will swiftly grow and control the body in the

Lucjan laughed.

Then, he looked at the First Blood Emperor and said, “Blood Emperor, | have always
been puzzled about one thing.”

The First Blood Emperor made a welcoming gesture and said, “Ask away.”
‘I have been wondering...What is the Blood Race? Are you still humans?”

“Of course we are.”




“In that case, why is the Blood Race superior to humans? Why is your blood different
from ours? How did your DNA mutate?” Lucjan asked puzzledly.

“l just so happen to know the answers to these questions,”
Thomas, who had remained silent all this while, spoke.

Lucjan looked at Thomas, who was disguised as Ezekiel, and asked puzzledly, “You
even know about the Blood Race?”

Thomas nodded slightly and said, “I know a thing or two.”

Intrigued, the First Blood Emperor looked at Thomas and said smilingly, “Is that so? In
that case, why don’t you tell me more about it?”

Thomas looked at the two and said in a soft voice, “This has something to do with
dragons.”

“Dragons?” Lucjan asked, “Do these legendary creatures truly exist?”
“Of course.”

Thomas continued, “Dragons are no different from any other animal.
There’s nothing special about them.

However, they have long been extinct.

The only dragon that survived was from more than a millennium ago.”

Intrigued, Lucjan said, “The suspense is killing me.Just tell us already.”
Thomas said, “The reason for the mutation of the Blood Race’s blood is a long story.

A millennium ago, the ancestor of the Blood Race once gathered the world’s greatest
martial artists to slay the dragon.

However, only the ancestor survived.

As he was contaminated with the dragon’s blood, it caused his blood to mutate.
This created the Blood Race of today.”

“Is that really true?”

Lucjan could not believe his ears.




“‘Uh-huh.”
Thomas nodded gently and said, “This happened around 1200 years ago.Because of
the dragon-slaying expedition, almost all the powerful martial artists were killed.This

caused historical records to record only the events that occurred in the ancient martial
world a millennium ago.No records prior to that era exist.”
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Thomas told them some secrets he long knew.
Before slaying the Spirit Turtle, he had heard of the existence of dragons.
However, he did not know if the dragon was still alive.

There was one person who could corroborate his claims—the First Blood Emperor of
the Blood Race.

Looking at the First Blood Emperor, he asked, “Am | right, Blood Emperor?”
The First Blood Emperor nodded gently.

“Yes, you're right.However, this is one of the Blood Race’s top secrets.Only the
Patriarch knows about this.How did you manage to get your hands on this information?”

The First Blood Emperor looked at Thomas, who was disguised as Ezekiel, puzzled.
How did Thomas learn of this top-secret information about the Blood Race? Thomas
smiled and said, “Naturally, | have my ways.Besides, | also know some secrets about
dragons.”

Upon hearing this, Lucjan was intrigued.

“What kind of secret?”

‘Immortality,” Thomas uttered a single word.

“Really?’ Lucjan could not believe his ears.
“It should be true.”
Thomas was unsure himself.

However, his words managed to piqued Lucjan’s curiosity.




Lucjan looked at the First Blood Emperor and said, “| thought we were good friends,
Blood Emperor.

Why didn’t you tell me about this? Now tell me, where is the dragon located?”
Upon hearing this, the First Blood Emperor’s expression darkened.

After brief contemplation, he said, “Lucjan, this is for your own good.

The dragon is not a pushover.

Did you know that almost every martial artist joined the dragon-slaying expedition a
millennium ago? However, they were defeated.

Now, the combined strength of every martial artist alive is not even ten percent of what
it was a millennium ago.”

“‘Really?”
Lucjan was dismayed.

The First Blood Emperor nodded.

“Yes...If you can cross into the ninth rank and find hundreds of eighth-rank
grandmasters, you might stand a chance against the dragon.Otherwise, don’t even think
about it.”

The First Blood Emperor’s words dashed Lucjan’s hopes.
Meanwhile, Thomas only smiled and remained silent.
His words had piqued Lucjan’s curiosity.

Considering Lucjan’s ambitious and power-hungry nature, he would never let this
opportunity slip through his grasp.

Everything was within his calculations.
Slaying the Spirit Turtle was only just the beginning.
His objective was to create more powerful martial artists.

Everything was for the sake of slaying the dragon, whose body was full of priceless
treasures.

Just as the three were discussing dragons...




At the same time, in the dungeon...

A disciple of the Gu Sect walked in.

He was wearing a black jacket and a mask, Scanning his surroundings, he pulled out a
token and ordered, “The Sect Leader ordered me to interrogate James.As this is
confidential, you are required to leave this place at once.Do not enter the room no
matter what you hear.Otherwise, you will be severely punished.”

“Understood.”

The disciples of the Gu Sect guarding the prisoners left.

Soon, the dungeon fell silent.

The disciple wearing a mask kept away his token and entered one of the cells.
Looking at the imprisoned martial artists, he slowly removed his mask.

It was Tobias who had infiltrated the underground palace.

He came here with a single objective in mind—to use Sky’s Great Law of Absorption to
absorb the martial artists’ power.

“Tobias!”
Upon removing his mask, Tobias was instantly recognized by the martial artists.

“Why are you here?”

Just as the martial artist spoke, Tobias raised his arm.

Powerful energy gathered in his palm and pulled the man over to him.

Then, he placed his palm on the martial artist’'s head and catalyzed the Great Law of
Absorption.

“Anh..."

The martial artist shivered and yelled, “Wh-What are you trying to do? Y-You're trying to
take away my power.I-l won’t let you have your way!”

However, as he was poisoned by Gu venom, he could not move a single muscle.




