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Sky pinched his nose and muttered, “How long has it been since a human was last
here?”

James said, “The last dragon-slaying expedition was more than 1300 years ago. Since
this is the middle of the ocean, I'd reckon there hasn’t been any human presence
around these parts for a millennium. Let’s scout around for now. There should be signs
of the dragon’s activities if it’s still alive.”

Sky scanned his surroundings. There were no signs of any life in this desolate place.

“This way.” James pointed at a path before them and headed in its direction.

Soon, they found the skeletal remains of some unknown creatures on the ground. Some
remains were intact, while the others were completely scattered.

“‘Huh?”

James momentarily froze before asking, “Why would there be so many skeletal remains
in these desolate parts of the island?”

Sky crouched down and scrutinized the remains, saying, “These skeletal remains do not
belong to a human being. They look like they belong to some sort of macrofauna. But
did we come across any animal as big as this on our way here? Besides, why are there
so many skeletons here?”

James lifted his head and looked at the stone wall before him, where there was a
wilderness of weeds in its surroundings. However, no skeletal remains could be found
beyond the stone wall.

He leaped past the stone wall and scanned his surroundings. Immediately, he could see
footprints on the ground. Although they were barely discernible, James could still
recognize them.

“Sky, over here!” he yelled.

Sky appeared beside James in the blink of an eye and asked, “What’s wrong?”

James pointed at the ground and said, “Look, footprints! Besides, look at the grass over
here. They seemed to have been stepped upon by some sort of creature.”

SKy scrutinized the footprints and nodded, “Indeed... Could something be living here?”




James scanned his surroundings. At that moment, he spotted a cavern beneath the
stone wall. The entrance was barely noticeable. However, the weed in its surroundings
had been removed. Someone or something seemed to be passing through here
frequently.

Sky saw the cavern too. He said, “Someone might be living here. We should go have a
look. But we have to be on our guard.”

“‘Mhm.” James nodded.
The two pressed forward and soon arrived at the entrance of the cavern.
Swoosh!

The moment they appeared at the entrance, a gusty wind blew. Then, a terrifying power
came tumbling toward them.

James and Sky hurriedly catalyzed True Energy to resist the attack. However, they
were sent flying by a powerful force. James staggered a hundred meters backward,
while Sky was sent crashing against the stone wall and collapsed heavily to the ground.

At that moment, James could not care less about Sky’s condition. He hurriedly got up
and stared in the direction of the force.

A hairy humanoid monster walked out of the cavern. From afar, it looked like a gorilla
two meters in height.

After getting up, Sky appeared before James and stared at the black gorilla in the
distance. Then, they looked at one another.

James whispered, “Is that a human or an ape?”

“‘How would | know?” Wearing a grim expression, Sky said, “In any case, I’'m sure of one
thing. He’s extremely powerful.”

‘I know.” James agreed.

Though he used all of his strength to withstand the attack, he was blown away
nonetheless. That would mean that the monster’s True Energy was greater than his.

Clasping his hands, he shouted, “Kind sir, pardon us for the intrusion. We merely lost
our way.”

James’ voice boomed.




However, the hairy monster did nothing but stare at them. Its eyes were blood red in
color.

The creature’s face was covered with hair, but they could still see the confounded
expression on its face.
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James stared at the creature before him.

The creature was so terrifyingly strong that its palm wind alone was able to send him
and Sky flying. It must have reached the peak of the Ninth Stair.

No, wait...

James had reached the peak of Ninth Stair himself. If the creature’s True Energy was
even greater than his, it must have surpassed the Ninth Stair.

Could it be ninth-rank?

Upon thinking about this, James took a deep breath as he fixed his gaze on the creature
before him.

The creature simply remained silent. After staring at James and Sky for some time, it
returned to the cavern and disappeared from their view.

James turned to look at Sky behind him. Seeing that there was still some blood trace on
his lips, he asked, “Is everything alright?”

“I'm fine.” Sky was wearing a solemn expression.

He had ascended the Ninth Stair. Though he begrudgingly acknowledged that he was
comparatively weaker than James, Sky could not accept the fact that he was sent flying
by an unknown creature’s Palm Energy in the middle of nowhere. He wanted to become
the most powerful individual in the world. With more and more beings that were greater
in strength emerging, he was feeling rather dismayed.

“What are you thinking about?” Upon seeing Sky’s solemn expression, James stopped
to think for a moment before laughing, “Don’t tell me you feel disgruntled after coming
across someone stronger than you.”

Sky looked at James in confusion. How did he know what he was thinking about?




With a smile, James said, “It's a reasonable guess. You told me you wanted to be the
most powerful individual in the world. However, someone stronger than you emerged
during the tournament organized by the Blood Race. Now, another creature stronger
than you simply appeared out of nowhere. You must be in disbelief upon seeing so
many powerful beings.

“Well, | just want you to know that there will always be someone better than you out
there. It's nigh impossible to stand at the very top of the world.”

Annoyed, Sky said, “Alright, cut the cr*p already. That creature didn’t utter a single
word. We should go have a look.”

Then, he turned to leave.
James grabbed his arm in time. “Do you have a death wish?”

“What should we do, then?” Sky stopped and asked, “We went to great lengths to find
this place. Are we giving up now?”

Janies considered his next course of action. The creature was so strong that even he
was intimidated.

After thinking for a brief moment, James said, “You should stay here while | head in
there and have a look.”

Upon hearing this, Sky was displeased. “Are you looking down on me, James? Do you
think I’'m weaker than you?”

James was concerned about Sky’s safety as he was weaker than he was. After all, at
least he cultivated the Invincible Body Siddhi which could render him temporarily
invincible. Sky, on the other hand...

“Do you have a death wish?” James looked at Sky and asked, “What if the creature’s
ninth rank? What if it goes all out? Can you make your escape?”

Sky fell silent.

Since antiquity, no one had been able to cross into the ninth rank. Although his master
was powerful, he had never seen him in combat. He only knew that his master had
mastered many terrifying martial arts. Besides, he had never fought against a ninth-rank
martial artist before. Though he knew nothing about the strength of a ninth-rank martial
artist, he had seen a member of the Blood Race blocking James’ Fourteen Heavenly
Swords with his own eyes.

He was not able to do the same thing.




After a while, he said, “Alright then, I'll wait here for you. Be on your guard.”

James smiled.
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Sky was not totally an evildoer. From the conversation they had, James realized that
Sky was not profoundly immoral and wicked. He only wanted to be the most powerful
individual in the world.

He said while smiling, “Don’t worry, | can guarantee my own safety even if | don’t stand
a chance against that creature.”

Then, he headed in the direction of the cavern.
Soon, he arrived.

The entrance was about three meters in height and two meters in width. Since it was
pitch-black inside, he could not see anything.

James cautiously called out, “Sir, are you in there? | have a few questions I'd like to
ask...”

However, no one responded.

“I will take your silence as a sign of agreement. I'm entering the cave now...”
Just as he took a step forward...

Swoosh!

The sound of Palm Energy could be heard, and a powerful force came from inside. As
James was on high alert, he managed to dodge the attack in time.

After the attack, silence fell once more.

James did not dare to recklessly approach the cave. He asked once more, “Sir, may |
have a word with you?”

He waited patiently. However, there was only silence.
Confused, James murmured, “What is that creature? Why is he living in the middle of

nowhere? Why did he remain silent? Could it be that he has lost the ability to speak
after remaining here for too long?”




James could not figure this out. After some thinking, he decided to force his way in.

He catalyzed the Nine Scriptures of Ordeals. Instantly, True Nine Ordeals Energy
emerged from within his body, which swiftly gathered and formed True Heavenly
Energy. Then, he catalyzed the Invincible Body Siddhi. At that moment, his skin turned
bronze in color, and a faint bronze halo enveloped the surface of his body.

After catalyzing the Invincible Body Siddhi, he walked straight into the cave.

Swoosh!

The Palm Energy came swirling once more.

However, James was prepared this time, so he catalyzed all his True Energy to block
the attack head-on.

Boom!

As the two True Energies collided, a deafening blast sent James flying.

Now, James finally knew how powerful the creature inside the cave was.

His arm went limp, and the Blood Energy inside his body churned. Then, he vomited a
mouthful of blood and collapsed to the ground. The excruciating pain almost made him

lose consciousness.

After a few seconds, he crawled up from the ground. Although he was uninjured on the
surface, the creature’s powerful force had made him suffer internal injuries.

Sky hurriedly walked over to James and asked, “Is everything alright?”
James wiped the blood trace off his lips and looked at the entrance of the cave.
Wearing a grim expression, he said, “I'm alright. The creature is too strong. He must

have crossed into the ninth rank.”

James was now sure that the creature was a ninth rank. Otherwise, he would not have
been sent flying by a single move.

“What should we do now?”
Sky looked at James and asked, “If that creature truly is a ninth rank, he must have
existed 1300 years ago. That would also mean that dragon blood allows one to attain

immortality.”

Sky grew increasingly excited. “There’s got to be a dragon here.”
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Sky grew increasingly agitated once he mentioned the dragon and immortality. His
objective was to become the most powerful individual in the world. By attaining
immortality, he would have an unlimited lifespan. Should that come to pass, it would
only be a matter of time before he accomplished his objective.

“‘Enough.” James was worried that he would go on forever, so he hurriedly stopped Sky
and said, “We can’t be sure if he’s someone who lived a millennium ago. We should find
out about his identity for now.”

Sky asked, “We can’t even approach the cave, not to mention that he doesn’t even
speak our language. How are we supposed to do that?”

“Calm down.” James waved a hand. Looking at the skeletal remains on the ground, he
contemplated for a brief moment before saying, “If I'm guessing correctly, the person
inside the cave should be the one responsible for the skeletal remains. He’s a human,
after all. Once he feels hungry, he will get food to eat.”

Sky rolled his eyes and said, “Isn’t that obvious? Even an ancient martial artist needs to
eat. Why don’t you tell me what we should do now?”

James was deep in thought. After some time, a smile crept up on his face. “l have a
plan.”

Sky hurriedly asked, “What kind of plan? Don’t keep me waiting. Just tell me already.”
James said smilingly, “Why don’t you go hunting for now?”

Although Sky had no idea what plan James had up his sleeves, he nodded his head
regardless. He turned to leave.

Meanwhile, James gathered some twigs and started a fire.

Once he was done, Sky was back with a skinned wild boar.

Tossing the wild boar onto the ground, he said, “I got you the stuff you need.”
‘Mhm.” James nodded and said, “Now, make a roasting rack and roast the meat.”
Sky turned around and began preparing the roasting rack. Soon, he was done.

Then, they began roasting the wild boar.




The meat’s fragrance filled the air. Although Sky did not add any herbs or spices, he
had to suppress the urge to gobble the entire thing up. At that moment, Sky finally knew
what James was up to.

Just as he thought, the hairy humanoid creature walked out of the cave at that moment.
Walking toward James and Sky, he looked at the roasted meat in anticipation. Then, he
pointed at the meat and mumbled some incoherent words.

James and Sky looked at one another with confused expressions on their faces.

“What the hell?”

They froze.

They had no idea what the man was talking about.

James tore off the boar’s leg and handed it to the man.

When he saw this, the man danced jubilantly before gobbling the food up. However, as
if still famished, he stared at the rest of the wild boar on the roasting rack while drooling

uncontrollably.

James waved, and powerful energy gathered in his palm. The wild boar swirled in the
air and flew toward the man, who immediately grabbed it firmly with his arm.

Seemingly unafraid of the heat, he began munching down the meat.

Soon, only the bones remained.

Sky whispered, “You did great.”

James smiled.

Then, he turned to look at the man and asked, “Who are you? Why are you here?”
The man mumbled incoherent words.

Neither James nor Sky could understand what he was saying.

Sky asked, “What language is he speaking?”
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James rolled his eyes and said, “How would | know?”




The man continued mumbling in incomprehensible language.

After brief contemplation, James pulled his phone out and recorded his words. Since his
phone was capable of receiving satellite signals, he could send and receive messages
in any part of the world. So, he sent the recorded message to the Blithe King who was
in Cansington.

“Blithe King, get me a translator to decipher what he’s saying.”

“Understood.”

After receiving James’ call, the Blithe King immediately made the necessary
arrangements.

Approximately ten minutes later...

James received the Blithe King’s call.

“‘James, this is Old Ignobarian, a language from a millennium ago. I've already helped
you decipher the meaning of the text you sent me. However, be mindful that this is only
a rough translation.”

“‘Got it.”

James hung up the phone and read through the text sent to him by the Blithe King.

[Who are you? What are you doing here? Can’t you understand what I'm saying? Hey,
I’'m talking to you...]

Upon reading the text, James immediately called the Blithe King.

“Get me a translator on the phone. | want him to have a conversation with the man.”
“Alright, | need about three minutes.”

The Blithe King immediately made the necessary arrangements.

Soon, the translator was on the phone.

James held the phone in his hand and pointed it at the man, who was still speaking in
Old Ignobarian.

At that moment, the translator began speaking in a language incomprehensible to
James. The hairy humanoid creature stopped and listened intently. After some time, he
began speaking once more.




James knew that the two had begun their conversation.

He immediately looked at Sky and ordered him, “Take your phone out and call the Blithe
King now. | want him to send me a translation of the conversation.”

Sky shrugged and said, “You're the Dragon King, so your phone is specifically designed
to receive satellite signals. | don’t have any signal in the middle of the ocean.”

“Alright, then.” James sighed dejectedly. He simply held the phone for eight whole
minutes.

After eight minutes, the Blithe King’s voice came from the phone.

“James, the conversation is over. I'll translate the content into Solean now.”
“Alright.”

James waited patiently.

Meanwhile, the hairy man returned to the cave once more.

After around ten minutes, James received the Blithe King’s message.

He pulled his phone out and hit the play button.

“Who are you people?”

“He’s the Dragon King, the guardian of Sol.”

“What's the Dragon King? Why is he here? You shouldn’t be here. Leave now, or else
your life will be in peril.”

“Why?”

“There’s no need for you to know.”

James listened to the conversation intently. However, most of it was irrelevant to him.
Bored, he cried out, “Seriously, what kind of questions are these? What a waste of

time!”

Sky looked at James and asked, “What should we do now?”

James thought about it and said, “We can now be sure of one thing. He’s definitely
someone from 1300 years ago. He must be acquainted with the Blood Race’s Grand
Patriarch. But why was he trapped on this island?”




“I'm asking you what we should do now,” Sky asked once more.

James said, “In my opinion, we should return for now and take a couple of translators
with us. What do you think?”
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James could not converse with the man who was speaking in an incomprehensible
language. In his opinion, they should return to Sol and bring some translators here to
unravel the mystery of the island.
“‘No way, that would take forever.” Sky outright rejected his proposal. “There’s no need
to communicate with him. We only need to know if there are dragons residing here. If
there are, we will return and gather the Solean martial artists for a dragon-slaying
expedition.”

Sky voiced his thoughts.

James thought about it and said, “Alright, then. I'll be waiting here for you. Go
investigate yourself.”

Then, he sat on a rock and fell silent.
Meanwhile, Sky turned to leave in search of the dragon in the abyss.

James looked at the entrance of the cave, pensive. ‘Who is he? Did he live 1300 years
ago?’ After some thought, he stood up and headed toward the cave.

This time, James was not attacked, and he walked into the cave unscathed.

The cave was only around 300 square meters in size, and the man could be seen
sleeping on top of a pile of weeds.

Upon seeing James walk in, the man hurriedly got up. As he knew James could not
speak his language, he pointed at the exit of the cave and put on a surly expression. He
seemed to be on the verge of exploding in rage.

James immediately signaled a gesture that he came in peace.

“Sir, | only came here to have a look. | don’t mean any harm.”

Roar!




At that moment, the man suddenly let loose a deafening cry, and its pupils turned blood
red. Every single strand of hair on his body suddenly stood on end. Then, as if he had
gone berserk, he lunged toward James ferociously.

James’ blood ran cold. At that moment, he could feel a terrifying aura crushing against
his lungs. Just the aura alone was enough to send a chill down his spine.

The man furiously raised his hand and tried to smash James.

James’ face paled, and he hurriedly fled. However, the man gave chase.

“Are you for real?!”

After leaving the cave, James could feel the terrifying aura hot on his heels. As he
turned to look, he realized that the man was slowly gaining on him. In an instant, he
leaped into the air and flew toward the cliff.

However, the man was relentless in his pursuit.

“What the hell? Why is he still following me?”

James was puzzled.

Rumble!

Powerful Palm Energy came crashing toward James. The moment they made contact
with the ground, the earth shook. The island seemed to have been struck by an
earthquake.

James headed toward the shoreline. However, the man was still giving chase.
“‘Damn it!”

James cursed and brandished his sword.

The Primordial Dragon Blade radiated a blinding golden light.

Holding the Primordial Dragon Blade in his hand, James’ strength was drastically
boosted. Then, he slashed at the man.

However, he missed his target.

Before he could react, he was struck in the back by a palm. He was immediately sent
flying and crashed heavily against the rocks. The pain coming from his back was so
excruciating that it almost made him lose consciousness.







