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In his room, James contemplated ways that would allow him to cross into the ninth rank. 
At that moment, he wanted to seek those who had crossed into the ninth rank for 
assistance-Sky, the Prince of Orchid Mountain, the Omniscient Deity, and even his 
grandfather. Thomas had made a breakthrough and had become a Half-Saint 

Soon, Thea walked in. 

“Darling.” 

She spoke in a gentle and melodious tone. 

James collected himself and looked at Thea with a smile. “Hey, there.” 

Thea sat beside him. “The baby’s due soon.” 

“I know.” 

James nodded and grabbed Thea’s hand, saying, “I promise to always be by your side. 
Until the baby is born, I won’t be going anywhere. After living here for three years, I’ve 
grown attached to this carefree and peaceful life.” 

Though this was what James said, Thea knew he wanted to leave to the outside world. 

“Mhm.” 

She did not say anything more. 

That day, James remained at home. In the courtyard, he repeatedly swung his wooden 
sword. Though his movements were slow and his technique ordinary, the moves 
actually contained a trace of skillfulness. 

In the evening, a group of unwelcome guests appeared in the village. 

James and Thea were standing by the gates of the courtyard, watching them. 

These people were carrying a stretcher. On the stretcher was an elderly man whose 
face was pale. 

Thump! 

A middle-aged man in the lead knelt 



“Wh-What are you doing?” 

Taken aback, James staggered backward. 

“I’m a Hansel. My father’s life is hanging by a thread after being injured by someone this 
morning. Please, 

I beg you to save his life,” the man pleaded. 

Upon hearing this, James looked at the man and said, “Please return. The day I 
retreated into the 

mountains, I swore I’d never interfere in the affairs of the ancient martial world.” 

James had made a vow on the day he renounced his sword. From that day onward, he 
swore never to intervene in the affairs of the ancient martial world. 

“Mr. Caden, are you really going to sit idly by while my father dies?” 

“Please save him, Mr. Caden! I’m willing to give you everything the Hansels have.” 

The Hansels begged. 

“Wait” 

Suddenly, James thought of something and asked, “No one’s supposed to know where I 
reside. How did you people find me?” 

James was puzzled. 

He had never left this place once over the past three years. Only Callan knew where he 
was. So, how did the Hansels manage to find him? 

The Hansels said, “M-Maxine, Master of Floret Palace, was the one who injured the 
head of the Hansels. She was the one who directed us here. She said that you’re the 
only one who can save his life.” 

“Maxine? Maxine Caden?” 

James froze, and so did Thea. 

Looking at James, she asked, “Floret Palace? Maxine? What does she have to do with 
anything?” 

James spoke in a low voice, “It’s a long story. I’ll tell you more about the events that 
have unfolded in the ancient martial world over the past three years later.” 



At that moment, Callan walked in while smoking his cigar Upon seeing the crowd, he 
chuckled. “Quite a crowd we have here today, huh?” 

“You came at just the right time. There’s someone here who needs your help.” 

After narrating what happened to Callan, James grabbed Thea into the house and 
slammed the door shut. 

Outside the courtyard, Callan looked at Favion, whose life was hanging by a thread, and 
asked, “What happened?” 
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In the courtyard, Thea looked at James. 

James said in frustration, “I really don’t know what happened.” 

Thea asked, “What does Floret Palace have to do with anything?” 

James narrated the events that unfolded in the ancient martial world to her 

Upon hearing this, Thea furrowed her eyebrows. 

“What is Maxine up to? Why did she harm an innocent man for no reason and direct him 
to you?” 

James gestured and said, “How would I know? In any case, we shouldn’t pay any heed 
to her Come, let me carry you in for now. I’ll see to the injured man later.” 

“No, you promised me that you’d never intervene in the affairs of the ancient martial 
world.” Wearing a surly expression, Thea said, “Besides, Callan possesses great 
medical skills too. Saving someone’s life should be a piece of cake for him.” 

“I’m just going to have a look. I won’t do anything.” 

“No means no.” 

“Alright, then.” 

James shrugged. 

Outside the courtyard. 



Upon learning of the events that unfolded, Callan furrowed his eyebrows and 
murmured, “What is Maxine up to?” Then, he said, “Carry him to the room next door. I’ll 
do my best to save him.” Having said that, he pointed at a wooden house not too far 
away. 

At the same time, on a tree at the peak of a mountain behind the village. 

A glamorous-looking woman wearing an elegant dress gazed upon the village below. 
Though she was a distance away, she could clearly see the events that were unfolding. 
Upon seeing Callan saving the injured man’s life, a faint smile crept up on her face. 
Then, in the blink of an eye, she disappeared without a trace 

The night passed silently. 

The next day. 

James woke up before daybreak. 

He sat in a lotus position on the ground in the courtyard and used the Lunar and Terra 
Art’s breathing method to absorb the slight trace of Empyrean Spiritual Energy in the air. 
At that moment, he noticed his True Energy boosting slightly as the Empyrean Spiritual 
Energy entered his body. 

“What?” 

He was dumbfounded. 

Over the past three years, his True Energy remained the same even though he 
absorbed Empyrean Spiritual Energy every morning. Only his body structure, 
specifically his bones, had undergone drastic changes. His physical capabilities had 
increased by leaps and bounds compared to three years ago. Yesterday, after 
absorbing the herb’s Empyrean Spiritual Energy, his True Energy increased for the first 
time in three years. Now, his True Energy was boosted once more. 

As he sat in a lotus position on the ground, his body radiated a faint halo. The halo was 
bizarre, half of the halo was white, while the other half was black. The two colors were 
intermingling with one another. 

At that moment, Thea walked over to him. Upon seeing him cultivating, she decided not 
to bother him. So, she sat by the side and observed him in silence. As she watched him, 
a smile crept up on her face. 

Time passed 

Soon, the sun rose. 



As the sun rose above the horizon, the Empyrean Spiritual Energy in the air grew 
increasingly thin. Then, it completely dispersed. 

James stopped. 

Looking at Thea who was sitting not too far away, he said with a bright smile, “Thea, my 
True Energy has increased again. Based on my current speed, I should be able to 
break through to the ninth rank in no time!” 

“Mhm.” 

Thea nodded and smiled. 

James walked over to her and took a seat beside her. 

Thea said, I’ve contemplated for the whole night. However, I still can’t figure out what 
Maxine is up to Why did she injure a man and direct him to you? Is she trying to force 
you to show yourself? 

“This makes no sense at all. What would she gain out of this?” 

“There’s no need to overthink things,” James said. “Just ignore her” 

Thea looked at James and said tartly. “Could it be that she’s still hung up on you? 
Maybe she’s displeased that you’ve retreated into the mountains with me. That’s why 
she’s creating disturbances to force you to show yourself.” 
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“You’re overthinking things.” 

“You don’t understand. Maxine’s a cunning and shrewd woman. Be on your guard, and 
never ever meet with her without my permission. I don’t want you falling into her trap.” 

“Am I that dumb to you?” James scratched his nose 

“In any case, I don’t think you stand a chance against her when it comes to mind 
games,” Thea said matter-of-factly. 

She knew what kind of person Maxine was. Back then, during her time at the Cadens, 
she resorted to underhanded tactics to secure her position as the family head. Then, 
she resorted to the same tricks when she helped James establish New Era Commerce. 
She cajoled and pressured the Lees and the Sullivans into siding with them. 



Fine, fine. I know my limits.” 

“What? Are you annoyed now?” 

“Of course not, Darling James hurriedly explained, “I will obey your command and stay 
far away from Maxine. I promise I’ll never have any sort of relationship with her 
whatsoever.” 

“That’s more like it.” Thea smiled. 

For the next few days, James lived a peaceful and carefree life in the village. He paid no 
heed to the Hansels and simply left everything to Callan. Once Favion’s condition 
stabilized three days later, the Hansels left. 

One morning three days later, James was cultivating in the courtyard when he heard a 
knock on the door. Knock! Knock! Knock! 

James stopped what he was doing and headed to the gates to open them, 

A man covered in blood stood outside. He was around twenty-five years old and 
covered in bruises and cuts all over his body. 

It was David Callahan. 

“David! What on earth happened to you?” 

Stunned, James hurriedly supported him. 

“J-James I finally found you… The Callahans are about to be annihilated. You have to 
help us out..” 

“We’ll talk inside.” 

James walked into the courtyard with David. 

“What’s wrong. Darling?” 

At that moment, Thea walked towards them. 

When she saw David who was covered in blood, she hurried over to him and asked, 
“What’s wrong? What happened to you?” 

“Thea..” Upon seeing Thea, David burst into tears. 

“Stop crying and tell me what happened exactly!” Thea said anxiously. 



“Something terrible has happened” 

“What happened?” James asked. 

The Callahans have displeased a powerful and influential family. I only managed to 
escape with great difficulty. After escaping from that place, I came across a mysterious 
person who directed me here. saying that you now live in this place. So, I hurriedly 
made my way over here.” 

“A mysterious person?” 

James and Thea froze 

Then, James asked, “What happened exactly? Who did the Callahans displease?” 

“It’s all Tommy’s fault!” David gritted his teeth and cursed. “Two days ago, a woman 
caught his eye. Using the Callahans” influence in Cansington, Tommy forcibly had his 
way with her. However, she was a servant of a powerful family, who immediately went 
to the Callahans. 

“Over the past three years, the Callahans have also become an ancient family, and 
many family members have become martial artists. Even without the dragon blood, we 
are still considered a significant force in Cansington. However, we are a newly-emerged 
family that wouldn’t stand a chance against the long- established families. Grandpa was 
sent flying in a single move, and many family guards are now dead.” David briefly 
explained the situation. 

Upon hearing this, James and Thea’s expressions turned grim. 

James could choose to turn a blind eye to the affairs of the ancient martial world. In this 
case, however, he could not shirk his responsibilities. 

He looked at Thea and said, “Darling, stay here and don’t wander about outside. I’ll go 
have a look at the situation. I’m curious to see who would dare lay a finger on the 
Callahans.” 
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Till go with you.” 

Thea was concerned about the Callahans’ safety as well. They were family, after all. 
Now that her family was in danger, she could not simply sit idly by 



James stopped her in time and said, “Don’t worry, Thea. The baby is due in two months. 
You shouldn’t be running around. Stay here and rest well. I promise I’ll be back soon.” 

“You should hurry, James. Any later and everyone might be killed!” David said 
anxiously. 

Upon hearing this, Thea furrowed her eyebrows. She was lost in thought 

She could not understand why something like this would happen at such a critical 
moment. Was it merely a coincidence? 

“Don’t worry. Thea, everything will be fine.” James grabbed Thea’s hand and consoled 
her, “You know how powerful I am, don’t you? Even if I have yet to cross into the ninth 
rank, I can face off against a Half-Saint.” “I’m not worried about your safety.” Thea said 
anxiously. I know your strength, of course. I’m just concerned about the timing of all this. 
There might be more coming our way.” 

“It’s going to be alright.” 

“Be careful, alright? I’ll be waiting for you in the village.” 

“Mhm. I’ll go retrieve the Primordial Dragon Blade” 

James had not wielded the sword in three years. Now, the time had come for him to 
pick it up once more. 

“Let me go with you,” Thea said. “I have a bad feeling about this, so I should retrieve my 
Malevolent Sword. With the Malevolent Sword by my side, I’ll feel much more at ease.” 

“Sure.” James nodded. 

The two headed to the mountain behind the village. Then, they arrived at the pond 
where they had abandoned their swords three years earlier. 

James waved his arm, and a sword burst forth from within the pond. He grabbed it 
flawlessly. 

Swish! 

As he brandished the Primordial Dragon Blade, the sword radiated a blinding golden 
light. Since the Primordial Dragon Blade was forged out of Ascenium Steel, it had not 
rusted even though it was immersed in a pool of water for three years. 

Thea waved her arm too, and the Malevolent Sword emerged from the water’s surface. 
Holding the sword in her hand, she caressed it gently as just as she would her child. 



After retrieving the swords, the two swiftly descended the mountain. 

The moment they returned to the courtyard, Callan was in the midst of a conversation 
with David. 

Callan was also informed about the Callahans’ problem. 

“James, are you leaving already?” Callan looked at James and said, “Back when you 
retreated into the mountains, news of your seclusion spread. They say that you’d never 
again interfere in the affairs of the ancient martial world. Coming out of your seclusion 
haphazardly might be a little inappropriate.” 

James said, “Something bad happened to the Callahans. I can’t just sit by the 
sidelines.” 

“James, there is a rule in the ancient martial world that states that one cannot simply 
rejoin the martial community upon leaving.” 

“I know, but I don’t have a choice. There’s no way I can simply turn a blind eye to the 
Callahans’ annihilation.” 

“In that case, I’ll go with you.” 

James waved a hand and said, “Callan, Thea’s baby is due in two months. Stay here 
and watch over her. I’m worried that this could be a diversionary tactic to lure me away 
from Thea.” 

“Huh?” Callan asked, “What do you mean?” 

James said, “David said that he came here under the guidance of a mysterious person. 
Not many people know where I currently side. Have you forgotten about the Hansels 
requesting my help a few days ago?” 

Wearing a grim expression, Callan said, “Are you suspecting Maxine, Master of the 
Floret Palace?” “Mhm.” James nodded. 

 


