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Indeed, he suspected Maxine because the timing of these occurrences was too
suspicious. Thea suspected the same. That was why she reminded James not to fall for
Maxine’s trap. Though she did not voice her thoughts, James nonetheless came to the
same conclusion.

She smiled and said, “Get going, then. I'm pregnant, but my strength isn’t beneath
yours. Only a handful of people can stand a chance against me on the battlefield. Even
if Maxine has ascended the Ninth Stair, she might not be able to defeat me. Besides,
this might not be her doing.”

James looked at Thea and said, “I'll be back soon. Take care, alright?”

“Sigh... If you’re so worried, why don’t you remain here? Just leaving everything to me,”
Callan said.

“You?” James looked at him.
Callan said smilingly. “Do you not trust me?”

“No.” James immediately shook his head and said, “Of course | trust you, Callan. In that
case, I'll leave everything to you”

“A piece of cake.” Callan smiled. Then, he grabbed David by the arm, and they
disappeared from James and Thea'’s view.

“‘Darling, | have a premonition that something bad is about to happen,” Thea said
anxiously.

James grabbed her hand and said, “Everything will be fine with me by your side. The
family that made a move against the Callahans is but a minor and insignificant one.”

Wearing a grim expression, Thea said, “I'm afraid it won’t be that simple. Word of our
strength should have spread far and wide. Who would fare make a move against the
Callahans in that case? | have a feeling that the mastermind behind this is targeting us.”

James began to think.

He could not recall antagonizing anyone over the past few years. The people who might
have had a grudge against him would be Tobias and Lucjan. However, since they had
submitted themselves to Thomas, they should not be up to any mischief. Could it be the
Johnstons? After all, he crippled the Johnstons’ Patriarch and killed the Grand
Patriarch, whereas Thea murdered the sect elders. However, the Johnstons were no




longer the influential family from before. Why would they make a move against the
Callahans when they were supposed to keep a low profile?

“Could it really be Maxine?” Pensive, James said, “That shouldn’t be... Based on my
understanding of her. she’s not that sort of person. Even if she’s intelligent and cunning,
what have | done to incur her wrath?”

“Let’s not overthink things. We should wait for Callan to return before jumping to
conclusions,” Thea said.

“‘Got it.”
James put his thoughts aside for now.
At the same time, at Mount Jade...

The Omniscient Deity, who was wearing white attire, was sitting on a rock while nibbling
a herb

At that moment, a pigeon came flying toward him. He extended his palm, and the
pigeon landed on his palm. Then, he retrieved the letter from the pigeon’s leg and read
its contents.

As he read through the letter, he suddenly stood up.

“What is Maxine up to?” he murmured while wearing a grim expression.

Then, he hurriedly left the mountain.

As he prepared to leave Mount Jade, a man appeared.

It was Sky, the King of Tacriyrus.

Wearing a golden robe, he exuded the charisma of a sovereign. He stood before the
gates of the Jade Sect, looked at the Omniscient Deity, who was about to leave, and
greeted him respectfully, “Master” The Omniscient Deity looked at Sky and uttered word
by word, “1 never expected you to cross into the ninth rank.”

“It's all thanks to your guidance”

Sky said, “After you offered me your advice, | went into closed-door meditation for a few
years. That was how | made a breakthrough into the ninth rank.”

“This has nothing to do with me.” Omniscient Deity waved his hand and said, “Your
ambition is too great. With the Dragon Essence and the power of the dragon’s blood,
ou managed to forcibly break through the realm barrier and cross into the ninth rank. |




guess you must have found your own cultivation path. | have to say that you're far
stronger than | was in the olden days. Back then, it took me a century to finally find a
way to cross into the ninth rank.”
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Sky’s breakthrough shocked Omniscient Deity. Back then, it took him a century to finally
cross into the ninth rank. Meanwhile, Sky only needed a couple of years to accomplish
that. The Dragon Essence and the dragon’s blood were indeed good stuff.

Looking at Sky with a composed look on his face, he asked, “Why are you here at
Mount Jade when you're supposed to be in Tacriyrus?”

“Master, | have come to challenge you,” Sky said calmly.

The Omniscient Deity was not surprised. He had watched Sky grow.

Sky was an extremely ambitious and power-hungry man. He wanted to stand at the very
top of the power pyramid. Meanwhile, as Sky’s master, he was an uncrossable obstacle
in his path to greatness. To become the most powerful individual in the world, Sky

would have to defeat him first.

“Very well...” The Omniscient Deity nodded slightly and said, “Since you insist, I'll allow
you to challenge me. The battle will take place on Mount Kirkton in a week.”

After he said that, the Omniscient Deity disappeared without a trace.

Once he left, a middle-aged man walked over to Sky and knelt before him. “Sect
Leader”

Sky waved slightly and said, “Stand up and speak.”
“‘Understood.” The middle-aged man stood.

Sky ordered, “| want you to spread the word. In a week, | will challenge the Omniscient
Deity to a duel on Mount Kirkton.”

“Understood.”
In the small village...

Over the past few days, Thea was filled with consternation for the Callahans’ safety.




After leaving for four days, Callan returned. The moment he returned, he immediately
went looking for James.

James asked, “Is the matter resolved, Callan?”

Callan nodded and said, “Yes, the matter is resolved. The Lockheed family of Hurstmal
was the one who made a move against the Callahans. The Lockheeds were furious
after learning that Tommy Callahan slept with a maidservant of the Lockheeds’ Young
Master | showed up and managed to defuse the situation amicably. However...
Callan’s expression turned grim.

Thea asked anxiously, “What is it?”

James waited for Callan to continue

Callan said, “The Lockheeds are merely an ordinary family, just like the Hansels. Their
Patriarch is only at the fifth rank. With you and Thea having the Callahans’ back,
technically, they should not have recklessly made a move against the Callahans for fear
of reprisal. After thorough investigation, | discovered that someone has been

manipulating them behind the scenes.”

“Who?” Thea and James asked in unison.

Callan shook his head, “I have limited time, so | returned to inform you of my findings
before | can further investigate the matter James, we can now be sure that someone’s
targeting you behind the scenes. However, they do not dare fight against you in the
open. That was why they resorted to such an underhanded tactic. You have to be on
your guard.”

James was lost in thought.
Someone was targeting him...but who? Perhaps the Johnstons? Could it be Maxine?
He could not figure anything out.

“By the way, there’s something | think you should know,” Callan said, reminded of
something.

“What is it?” James asked.

Callan answered, “Sky challenged the Omniscient Deity to a duel, which the latter
accepted right away. The battle will take place on Mount Kirkton in three days.”

“Sky challenged Omniscient Deity to a duel?”




James froze.
He did not expect this to happen.

The Omniscient Deity was an immortal who had lived for two millennia. Sky, on the
other hand, only recently crossed into the ninth rank, so he never expected Sky to
challenge the Omniscient Deity so soon. Callan grinned, “James, this is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to witness a battle between two ninth-rank martial artists. Aren’t you
interested in going?”

“Of course | am! James blurted.

Immediately, he turned to look at Thea and said, “However, Thea’s baby is due in two
months. | have to remain by her side.”
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In truth, James wanted to witness the once-in-a-lifetime battle and seek advice from the
Omniscient Deity and Sky on how best to cross into the ninth rank.

“Go ahead if you want.”
Thea did not stop him.

She knew that James was passionate about martial arts, researching them day in and
day out. She also knew that James was adamant about making a breakthrough into the
ninth rank.

As if sensing James’ concerns, she said with a smile, “Just go, I'll be fine. I'm not a child
anymore. Event though the baby’s due in two months, I'm still one of the most powerful
martial artists out there. No ordinary martial artists can approach me. With the
Malevolent Sword in my hand, | might even stand at chance against some of the best
ones out there.”

James shook his head and said, “Nah, forget it. Something bad has just happened to
the Callahans. Besides, Callan just said that someone’s targeting me behind the
shadows. It would be bad if someone. comes the moment | leave.”

Although James wanted to watch the battle between the Omniscient Deity and Sky,
Thea was the most important thing to him.

Hearing this, Thea was overjoyed.

She smiled and said, “Why don’t | go with you then?”




“‘No way.” James turned down her proposal and said, “The baby’s due in two months.
You aren’t going anywhere.”

Thea sighed and said, “I'm a martial artist, James. I’'m not that pathetic. In any case, the
journey to Mount Kirkton requires approximately a day We still have time. We'll leave
tomorrow after packing our stuff.” “Are you sure about this?” James looked at her.

“Yes, of course.” Thea said smilingly, “I know my own body.”

“Alright then, we’ll head out tomorrow.”

James was looking forward to watching the battle between two of the most powerful
individuals in the world.

Soon, a day passed

The next morning. James, Thea, and Callan left the village and headed to a nearby city
to take a plane to Hearthome City, the city where Mount Kirkton was located.

After arriving in Hearthome City, Callan got them a car and drove toward the mountains.
A day later, they arrived at Mount Kirkton.

Mount Kirton was a pristine forest. Since antiquity, there had been many legends
surrounding the mountain. It was a place full of myths and legends.

“‘James, Mount Kirkton is just right ahead.”

Callan stopped the car and pointed at the mountain range before them, saying. “The
path ends here. We will have to continue the rest of our journey on foot. If | remember
correctly, the battle begins at noon tomorrow. We should be able to reach the peak of
Mount Kirkton by tonight.”

“Mhm.”

James nodded.

The three got off the car

It was a once-in-a-lifetime battle. After Sky spread the word of the challenge, many
martial artists hurriedly came here to watch the show. Some foreign martial artists were
even present

James and the others continued their journey by foot. They did not rush things but
instead took their time walking.




Along the way, many matrtial artists could be seen heading toward Mount Kirkton. Soon,
they noticed the presence of James and the others.

“‘Isn’t that James Caden and Thea Callahan?”
“I thought they retreated into the mountains. Did they come out of seclusion?”

Many were puzzled.

At that moment, a voice came

James turned and saw a group of people walking toward him. In the lead was Simon
Cabral of the Mount Thunder Sect. Not only that, but Jackson Cabral and Delainey
Cabral were also there.

Jackson hurriedly made his way over to James and said while smiling, “It really is you,
James!”

“‘James,” Delainey greeted him sweetly.

Since they last met three years ago, Delainey had grown even more beautiful, and the
charisma she exuded had drastically increased.




