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“No need.”
Then, the man gave James a powerful kick.

James appeared twenty meters away in an instant. He thought he had evaded the
man’s attack. However, the man appeared before him and swung his foot. James’ face
darkened, and he hurriedly raised his arm to block the attack.

The moment the man’s foot made contact with James, James could feel a terrifying
power hurtling toward him. In an instant, he was sent flying several meters away as
powerful energy shredded through the air. The Blood Energy inside James’ body
churned, and he could feel blood gushing through his throat. He forcibly swallowed his
blood and catalyzed True Energy to suppress the violent Blood Energy.

“Not bad...” The man remained where he stood and looked at James who was wearing
a solemn expression. “Looks like the rumors are true. You’re indeed the most
distinguished matrtial artist of your generation. Fight me with all your strength, kid, or
else this will be your final resting place.”

Although the man was praising James, James could sense the ice-cold killing intention
in his eyes. He had not experienced this feeling in many years.

James’ face darkened. He did not wish to fight against this unknown man. He took a
deep breath and collected himself, saying. “Sorry, | don’t have time for this. Go find
someone else to play with?”

“Play?” The man smirked. “Kid, do you think I’'m playing with you?”

As he said that, he appeared before James at lightning speed and struck with his fists.

James did not wish to continue the battle, but he was on full alert. He hurriedly dodged
the attack

Boom!

The man’s attack missed its target and struck the ground heavily. A crater several
meters deep immediately appeared. Dust swirled, and the surrounding rocks were
turned to ashes.

“What power...”

James took a deep




Who was this? How did he possess such strength? Why would he try to deal him the
death blow even though he had never crossed him?

Just as James was lost in thought, the man struck once more.

“‘Damn you!” James was enraged. Though he retreated into the mountains and no
longer concerned himself with the affairs of the ancient martial world, he was not afraid
of resorting to violence. Now that the man before him was fooling around with him, he
was enraged.

He struck with his fist.

Boom!

Their fists collided.

The man was instantly sent flying. At the same time, the ripples of the battle waves
shredded through the air, and the road was destroyed.

The man was sent flying several meters before he finally deflected James’ move. He
swung his arm, which had gone numb, and smiled mischievously. “That’s more like it,
kid. Brace yourself, I'm about to use my full strength.”

After he spoke, he charged at James.

In an instant, he appeared before James and leaped several meters into the air. Then,
he launched a powerful kick at James.

James’ face darkened, and he clenched his fists, bracing himself for the impact.
Then, their attacks clashed.

Boom!

The powerful wave distorted even space.

James crashed to the ground, while the man was sent flying. However, almost
immediately, he collected himself and charged toward James once more.

James stopped himself from crashing to the ground and met the man’s attack once
more.

The battle raged on.
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James did not wish to fight against a stranger. However, the man had pushed it too far.
He instantly catalyzed True Energy and met the man’s attack. All these years, he had
been busy researching all kinds of martial arts. However, he did not have the

opportunity to test things out on the battlefield. Now, one had presented itself.

The battlefield was not too far away from the village James resided in. Fortunately,
these were desolated parts where no one lived.

In this desolated area, shadows flashed, and dust swirled.
Boom!

James and the man'’s fists collided once more, and the man was immediately sent
flying. His arm went limp, and he could no longer raise his arm.

Before he could collect himself, James was already before him. Then, in the blink of an
eye, his chest was struck, and he crashed heavily on the ground.

“Damn it!” the man cursed.

He leaped from the ground, exuding a terrifying aura. The aura affected the
surroundings, and dust swirled. Then, he charged toward James

The two engaged in close combat.

Over the past few years, James had been using the Lunar and Terra Art’s breathing
method to absorb Empyrean Spiritual Energy, which strengthened his bodily structure.
Not only that, but he would also consume herbs, thereby allowing his physical
capabilities to increase.

He blocked the man’s attacks head-on. Meanwhile, after receiving some of James’
blows, the man began to stagger backward. He was injured, and there were blood
traces on his lips.

He hurriedly dodged and brandished his sword. The moment he unsheathed the sword,
a shapeless Sword Energy radiated powerful energy, which compelled James to
stagger backward.

Then, the man twirled his body, and a powerful Sword Light burst forth toward James.

James struck with his fist, and True Energy materialized, blocking the man’s attack.
Then, he disappeared without a trace.




“Where did he go?” The man was stunned. He could sense an intimidating aura from
behind him. Without any hesitation, he turned and slashed...

However, James managed to grab hold of his sword using just two fingers.

Then, he exerted some force.

Crack!

The sword was snapped in half.

At the same time, he struck with his fist. Powerful energy gathered in his fist as he
struck the man’s chest, sending him flying and crashing heavily to the ground. The man
then vomited a mouthful of blood.

James slowly walked toward him.

The man hurriedly got up. His composed expression was now gone only to be replaced
by fear and panic

He had heard rumors about James who was widely recognized as a genius of his
generation. However,

he did not expect him to be this powerful.

James stepped forward.
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The man staggered backward. Soon, he reached a tree. He leaned against the tree and
glared at James in alarm.

James looked at him and uttered word by word, “I'll give you a chance to speak. Who
are you?”

The man took a deep breath and forcibly calmed himself down. Then, looking at James,
who was wearing a composed look on his face, he said, “You wouldn’t dare kill me,
James.”

“What makes you think so?”

James’ expression darkened. Just because he did not intervene in others’ affairs, it did
not mean that he was afraid.




Sensing his killing intent, the man’s blood ran cold. “My name’s Damian Lamar I'm a
disciple of the Void Sect,” the man introduced himself.

“The Void Sect?”
James froze.

He had heard Callan mention the Void Sect before. It was a sect that had appeared out
of nowhere just a few days ago. Although it was a newly-established sect, it went
around challenging various ancient martial artists and defeating them. Back then, he did
not pay it any heed. He did not expect someone from the sect to appear before him and
challenge him to a duel.

Furrowing his eyebrows, he asked, “What kind of sect is this? Where does the Void
Sect come from? Why did you challenge me?”

Damian wiped the blood trace off his lips and catalyzed True Energy to suppress the
violent Blood Energy inside his body. Then, he looked at James with a mischievous grin
on his face, “An insignificant guy like you has no right to know about the Void Sect.
James Caden, | admit that you're stronger than | anticipated. However, I’'m just an
ordinary disciple of the Void Sect. There are many others who are far stronger than |
am. Just wait, there will be more powerful members of the Void Sect here to challenge

you.

Then, Damian dragged his body and turned to leave.

James clenched his fists.

At that moment, he wanted to kill him.

Damion Lamar, a disciple of the Void Sect... This man possessed enormous strength.
Though he had yet to reach the threshold for the ninth rank, he had ascended the Ninth
Stair. Even amongst Solean ancient martial artists, he would one of the most powerful
individuals.

James took a deep breath and forcibly suppressed his killing intent. Since he knew
nothing about the Void Sect, he should not act recklessly. After all, he would be in big
trouble if he provoked even stronger enemies.

So, he watched Damian leave.

After he left, Callan appeared.

“‘Mhm.” James looked at the approaching Callan.




Callan said, “I quickly made my way here after sensing a battle. When | saw the two of
you fighting. | simply watched from afar. | didn’t expect the Void Sect to come for you

As Callan had overheard James’ conversation with Damian, he knew that Damian was
a disciple of the Void Sect.

He asked, puzzled, “What exactly is the Void Sect?”

James shook his head slightly and asked, “Callan, you’re much more well-informed than
| am. Why don’t you tell me about the Void Sect’s actions in Sol over the past few
days?”

“We'll talk while we walk.” Callan made a welcoming gesture.

Meanwhile, James turned to look at his car in the distance. Since the road was
destroyed, he could no longer drive

He waved his hand, and the Primordial Dragon Blade flew toward him. Holding the
Primordial Dragon Blade in his hand, he followed close behind Callan.

Callan said, “Though the Void Sect only emerged recently, they have challenged many
sects. They first went for the Sylvan Sect, then the Heaven and Earth Sect, and finally
the Mount Thunder Sect. Everyone was defeated. That guy called Damian is extremely
powerful too. Any other martial artist at the Ninth Stair wouldn’t stand a chance against
him. He was unfortunate to have met you.”

Hearing this, James asked, “Did Damian go after the other sects or are there others like
him out there?”

Callan said, “I think they split up. After all, the Void Sect managed to challenge many
sects and families and emerged victorious.”

Hearing this, a chill ran down James’ spine.

If that was the case, the Void Sect was a force to be reckoned with.
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The Void Sect was truly a formidable force. Even an ordinary disciple demonstrated
such strength.

Puzzled, James murmured, “Who exactly are they?”




Callan shook his head, “I don’t know either. You can ask Omniscient Deity if you wish to
know more. As he lived far longer than we do, not to mention that he’s present in almost
all significant events in history, he must know something about the Void Sect.”

‘Mhm.” James nodded. He shared the same opinion. However, since the Void Sect had
yet to cross the line, he could put them aside for now.

The two returned to the village.

Upon returning, James hurriedly headed over to his plantation. As he had only left for a
day or two, the fruit was still the same size. However, it was now redder and more
alluring than ever. James had to suppress the urge to swallow it whole.

“‘James, | kept close watch over your precious herb over the past two days. No one
came to steal it.” Callan smiled.

“Thanks, man.”
James was grateful.
Now, he just needed the herb to bear fruit to cross into the ninth rank.

Since James did not wish for anything unexpected to happen, he remained in the village
and kept close watch over the herb.

Every day, he would have a good look at the mysterious fruit. However, the size of the
fruit seemed to remain exactly the same. James was not in a hurry, so he waited
patiently. While he waited, he did not waste time but instead practiced martial arts.
Every morning, he would head to the courtyard and absorb Empyrean Spiritual Energy
that would only appear at dusk.

Soon, two weeks passed.

Over the past two weeks, James was in close contact with Thea. Nothing eventful
happened to her. “What the hell, James? It's been two weeks. Why aren’t you back
yet?” Thea grumbled over the phone. James said smilingly, “I'll be back soon, |
promise.”

He was crouching down and scrutinizing the fruit. Though two weeks had passed, the
size of the fruit remained the same. James immediately understood that the time had
come for him to pluck the fruit. “Thea, give me a few more days. I'll pluck the fruit
immediately. I'll be back by your side once | consume it and cross into the ninth rank.
Don’t worry, I'll be there when you give birth.”

need to go to the hospital for a check-up. I’'m hanging




Thea hung up the phone.

Meanwhile, James put his phone away and looked at the mysterious fruit. After
hesitating for a brief moment, he plucked the fruit.

Immediately, the Empyrean Spiritual Energy inside the mysterious herb was drained,
and the herb began. to wither In just under a minute, the herb was withered.

“What?”
James was dumbfounded.
“Did it seriously wither just like that?”

Looking at the red fruit the size of a thumb, he murmured, “This is good stuff, | guess. |
hope this thing. can help me make a breakthrough into the ninth rank in one go.”

Holding the fruit in his hand, James returned to the courtyard and sat in a lotus position.
After hesitating for a brief moment, he opened his mouth and swallowed the fruit whole.

The moment he munched on the fruit, a fragrance filled his mouth. Then, a warm
current circulated throughout his body.

At that moment, James’ pores opened, and he slowly levitated into the air. At the same
time, a red beam radiated from inside his body.
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Upon hearing the noise, Callan hurriedly made his way over to James. The moment he
arrived at the courtyard, he could see James levitating in mid-air, and his body was
radiating a red beam.

“What in the...”
Callan was stunned.

James shut his eyes and catalyzed the Lunar and Terra Art to swiftly absorb the energy
inside his body.

The Empyrean Spiritual Energy the mysterious fruit possessed was so concentrated
and majestic that James was dumbfounded. If the Empyrean Spiritual Energy James
absorbed every morning was a drop of morning dew, then the Empyrean Spiritual
Energy the fruit possessed was like the vast ocean. After James consumed the




mysterious fruit, he began refining and absorbing Empyrean Spiritual Energy to
increase his True Energy

At the same time, in Tacriyrus...

Sky was wearing a golden robe while sitting in the main hall of his palace. Below him
was a glamorous- looking woman who exuded great charisma.

Sky glanced downward at Maxine with a slight hint of displeasure. He said, “So this is
the idea you come up with?”

Maxine nodded and said, “That’s right. Recently, the Void Sect has swept through the
ancient martial world like a whirlwind. Even formidable sects like the Sylvan Sect, the
Heaven and Earth Sect, and the Mount Thunder Sect, were defeated. The only time
they failed was when they fought against James. This is no longer a secret-James
possesses enormous strength. Sometimes, | even suspect that his strength is even
beyond yours. Fortunately, he has an Achilles’ heel-Thea Callahan.”

“‘No way.” Sky rebuffed her, saying. “| don’t see myself as an upright person, but I'm still
acquainted with James. Now, you’re asking me to make a move against a pregnant
woman. If word of this spreads, I'll be made the laughingstock of the world!”

‘Hmph!” Maxine snickered and said, “I'm not asking you to murder Thea or anything.

You just have to invite her here to Tacriyrus. James will obey your every command if
you hold Thea and their child hostage.”

Upon hearing this, Sky was lost in thought.

Recently, the Void Sect had been acting too brazenly. This would reflect badly on him-
the man who proclaimed himself to be the greatest in the world.

He thought about it and asked, “What’s your plan?”

Maxine said, “It is my understanding that James is currently in closed door meditation in
a remote tiny village. Meanwhile, Thea is currently in Cansington. Though she’s no
ordinary person, she won'’t stand a chance against you now that she’s pregnant.
Threaten her a little and she’ll make a compromise to protect her soon-to-be-born
baby.”

Maxine suggested, “James will have no choice but to obey you if you hold Thea hostage
here in Tacriyrus. Besides, you can kill two birds with one stone by making James fight
against the Void Sect on your behalf.”

| see... That sounds like a great idea.”




Sky briefly contemplated the matter. He believed that Maxine’s idea was sound.
Although it would be despicable of him to commit such a wicked deed, it was the best
available option.

The Void Sect had been on a rampage and was close to defeating every powerful
matrtial artist. The only time they miscalculated was when they chose to challenge
James to a battle. Besides, the Void Sect had spread the word that they would return to
challenge James once more.

“Alright, I'll head to Cansington immediately”

In the blink of an eye, Sky disappeared without a trace.

Maxine smiled faintly as she turned to leave Tacriyrus Palace.
A day later, Maxine appeared at the main hall of Japura Palace.

In the lead was a youthful man wearing a dragon robe. He looked at Maxine
nonchalantly and said matter- of-factly, “Maxine, why have you come?”

“Granduncle, | hear that the Sky intends to make a move against the Void Sect.
However, since he’s afraid of the Void Sect’s overwhelming strength, he plans to abduct
Thea and use her to force James into fighting against the Void Sect,” Maxine said
calmly.

“What?” Thomas immediately stood up. His expression darkened, and he exuded a
killing intent. “Damn you, Sky! How dare you make a move against a member of the
Cadens!”

“Granduncle, time is against us. If ’'m not mistaken, Sky should have arrived in
Cansington by now,” Maxine said anxiously as if she was truly concerned about Thea’s
safety.




