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Mount Stratmark was a renowned mountain range located far away at the north pole, 
whose peak was covered in snow all year round. 

At the moment, a group of men in black robes were kneeling on the ground as if 
awaiting the arrival of someone of great importance.. 

Fwoosh! 

At that moment, space was distorted. A crevice appeared in the sky, and a man walked 
out of the crevice and levitated in mid-air. He was a handsome-looking man wearing a 
white robe, and the aura he exuded was so imposing that the snow-capped mountains 
collapsed into rubble. At the same time, the snow melted and turned into a cascading 
waterfall. 

“Greetings, Your Holiness!” 

The men greeted in unison. 

The man descended from the sky and landed steadily on the ground. 

Wearing a composed expression on his face, he looked at the group of men and asked 
coldly, “How’s the situation on Earth?” 

“Your Holiness, the situation remains stable at the moment. The seal’s showing signs of 
loosening. Besides, cultivators from the other Sealed Realms have appeared on Earth 
and conquered Mount Bane, the location of the seal. Meanwhile, an unknown statue 
has been erected on Mount Bane. Based on our speculation, it should be the ancestor 
of the earthlings.” 

A man wearing a black robe spoke. 

“We came at just the right time.” 

The man addressed by the group of men as His Holiness smiled faintly. 

He came from a Sealed Realm called the Overworld, and he was a Grand Priest of an 
influential sect in the Overworld 

According to the ancient text of his clan, the seal on Earth was about to activate. Once 
this came to pass, every Sealed Realm would merge with Earth. By then, countless 
opportunities would present themselves. 



To seize control of Earth, his sect went to great lengths to send him here. Prior to him, 
the sect had sent many here in advance. As such, these men in black robes had been 
here for decades, gathering intelligence while remaining hidden. As their cultivation 
bases were weaker, the sect could send them here much more easily. 

“How’s the situation here? Are there powerful figures on Earth? Who were the ones who 
conquered Mount Bane?” The Grand Priest asked. 

“Your Holiness, the earthlings are weak and ordinary. Though there are approximately 
eight billion of them, there are only about a few hundred thousand martial artists out 
there. Besides, most of them are weak and insignificant. To my understanding, there 
are only a handful of powerful figures out there. One of them is the Omniscient Deity, 
who’s rumored to have lived for two thousand years. He must be at least at the 
Supernatural stage. Similarly, a man named Langston Lafleur, also known as the Prince 
of Orchid Mountain, has also crossed into the Supernatural stage. There are two who 
have broken free of their shackles and around ten who have crossed into the ninth rank. 
Not only that, but there are also around thirty people who have reached peak Ninth 
Stair.” 

The man narrated the situation on Earth to the Grand Priest 

“As for Mount Bane… A sect called the Void Sect appeared out of nowhere and 
conquered the mountain. Though I don’t know which Sealed Realm they came from, 
they must have come from a Greater Realm judging by how they appeared at the 
location of the seal. They possess great knowledge regarding the seal. Perhaps their 
sect also has a seal that’s merged with the one on Earth. 

“The Void Sect has a Grand Priestess whom the earthlings could do nothing against. 
We surmise that she could also be in the Supernatural stage.” 

Hearing this, a smile crept up on the Grand Priest’s face. 
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Even the strongest of them all was at the Supernatural stage…. 

How weak! 

“What should we do now, Your Holiness?” 

A man asked. 



The Grand Priest contemplated for a brief moment before saying, “I brought the Five-
Colored Holy Stones here this time to fortify the seal. This will prevent those from the 
other realms to travel here through the seal. First, we’ll annihilate the Void Sect on 
Mount Bane and seize the mountain for ourselves. Then, we’ll fortify the seal while 
searching for the four keys at the same time. Once an opportune moment shows itself, 
we’ll activate the seal. In the meantime, I’ll conquer Earth to prepare for my sect’s future 
endeavors here.” 

“Understood.” 

“Alright now, stand up and talk.” 

Only then did the men stand up. 

Meanwhile, the Grand Priest left Mount Stratmark and headed to Sol alongside his 
entourage. 

At that moment, Thea left Cansington and embarked on a journey to Dragonville in the 
Southern Plains. At the same time, a handsome-looking man in a white suit was 
presented with a photograph. Your Holiness, the man in the photograph goes by the 
name of James Caden. He’s a well-renowned figure on Earth who has crossed into the 
ninth rank. Meanwhile, his grandfather is Langston Lafleur, the Prince of Orchid 
Mountain, whereas his wife is a genius by the name of Thea Callahan. Though she only 
began cultivating a few years ago, she’s reached the peak of the Ninth Stair and is only 
a step away from reaching the ninth rank.” 

A man in a black robe explained. 

The man in the white suit was the Grand Priest of an influential sect in the Overworld. 

He was now heading in the direction of Mount Bane. 

Upon hearing this, he could not help but exclaim, “She managed to acquire such 
strength in just a few short years?!” 

The Grand Priest was a genius himself. Even with the abundant resources in his sect, 
he still spent decades to reach the peak of the Ninth Stair. How could he not be 
bewildered upon hearing that someone on Earth, a place deprived of Spiritual Energy, 
had managed to come this far in just a few short years? 

“Indeed, this is a miracle. Just a few years ago, the martial artists on Earth were even 
weaker and more insignificant than they currently are. They didn’t even have an eighth-
rank martial artist. However, with the slaying of the Spirit Turtle and the dragon, their 
power was boosted drastically” 

“Hahaha…” 



Upon hearing this, the Grand Priest cackled. 

The Four Holy Beasts were left behind by the sinful ancestor of the earthlings. Though 
he intended for them to emerge as a great force, this was in fact a trap. The earthlings 
will never rise. Only catastrophe awaits them.” 

The Grand Priest then put those thoughts aside. 

The Four Holy Beasts were planted with Demonic Energy, something that would bring 
about a great catastrophe to mankind. 

The Grand Priest continued on his journey toward Mount Bane. 

At the same time, Thea arrived at Mount Thunder Pass in the Southern Plains. 

Wearing a black dress while holding the Malevolent Sword in her hand, she gazed at 
the mountain range in the distance. She could sense terrifying energy emanating from 
the peak of the mountain. 

She remained where she stood as the wind blew. After collecting herself, she took a 
step forward. Immediately, she appeared a hundred meters away. In just a few steps, 
she had reached the foot of the mountain. 

Soon, she arrived at the peak of Mount Thunder Pass. 

The moment she arrived, she could see James, who was in the midst of refining the 
Phoenix Essence while sitting in a lotus position on the ground. 

Unable to hold back her yearning for him, she rushed over to him and cried out, 
“Darling!” 

James had broken free of the first shackle. Just as he was in the midst of absorbing the 
Phoenix Essence’s power, a voice came from behind and interrupted his cultivation. 
Upon turning his head and seeing Thea who was holding the Malevolent Sword in her 
hand, he immediately stood up. Then, he walked over to her and grabbed her hands 
excitedly. “What brings you here, Thea?” 
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James did not expect Thea to be here at Mount Thunder Pass. 

“Where’s Winnie? Who’s taking care of her now?” 



Thea explained, 1 left her in my mother’s care. I was worried about you and didn’t want 
you to deal with this alone. I came here to lend you a helping hand.” 

Upon hearing this, James had to suppress his tears. He considered himself the luckiest 
man in the world to have married Thea. 

“By the way, how did the cultivation go?” Thea asked. 

“It went well, I guess.” 

James nodded slightly and said, “I’ve already broken free of the first shackle and am 
now on my way to breaking the second one. Based on my current speed, I’ll need about 
three months to accomplish that.” 

“That’s great.” 

For the next few days, they began cultivating at Mount Thunder Pass. 

Five days later, Delainey arrived. 

Upon seeing Thea, she froze momentarily before walking over to them, saying, 
“James… Thea.. 

The two who were in the midst of absorbing the Phoenix Essence’s strength stopped. 
Thea glanced at the gorgeous-looking Delainey before looking at James. James, on the 
other hand, only smiled. 

Delainey walked over to them and said, “James, I’ve dealt with the affairs of the military 
region.” 

“Mhm.” James nodded. 

“By the way, something big happened outside.” 

“What happened?” James asked. 

Over the past few days, he had been busy cultivating. Besides, his phone had died. 
Therefore, he had no idea what was going on outside. 

Wearing a grim expression, Delainey said, “A fierce battle broke out on Mount Bane a 
few days ago.” “What battle?” 

James’ curiosity was piqued, 



The Void Sect was the one occupying Mount Bane, and the Grand Priestess of the Void 
Sect was at the Supernatural stage. Who would dare provoke them at such a critical 
moment? 

Delainey said, 1 don’t know either. I only know that a group of people appeared on 
Mount Bane and fought a battle against the Grand Priestess of the Void Sect, who 
retreated from Mount Bane after being defeated. Meanwhile, the one who announced 
their victory called himself Conrad Titus, the Grand Priest.” Delainey narrated the events 
that had unfolded to them. 

Upon hearing this, James’ expression turned grim. He knew how powerful the Grand 
Priestess of the Void Sect was after she defeated Tyrus with a single move. Now that 
she was defeated, he could not help but be stunned 

“Where does this guy called Conrad came from?” 

Delainey shook her head and said, “I don’t know.” 

James asked once more, “Anything else besides this?” 

“Nope, the Grand Priestess of the Void Sect disappeared without a trace after she 
retreated from Mount Bane.” 

“Mhm.” 

James said. 

Now that another powerful figure had appeared, the situation was turning grim. He had 
to increase his cultivation base as soon as possible and cross into the Supernatural 
stage. However, based on his current speed, he would require at least a year. 

He could not wait for a year. A lot could happen in the meantime. 

So, James chose not to pay any heed to the affairs of the outside world and continued 
his closed-door meditation at Mount Thunder Pass. 

Alongside Thea, they absorbed the power of the Phoenix Essence together. Meanwhile, 
Delainey entered the pristine forest nearby Mount Thunder Pass in search of a berry 
that contained Empyrean Spiritual Energy. 

In the blink of an eye, three months passed. 

After three months’ worth of cultivation, James could now sense the second shackle 
inside his body 
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Thea, on the other hand, had long crossed into the ninth rank after absorbing the power 
of the Phoenix Essence. Besides, she was close to sensing the existence of the first 
shackle inside her body. 

James sat in a lotus position at the peak of Mount Thunder Pass, exuding a powerful 
aura. 

At that moment, he stopped cultivating. 

Thea followed suit and glanced at James, asking, “What’s wrong?” 

James said, “I can sense the second shackle.” 

“Congratulations.” 

Thea was overjoyed. 

James sighed. “The Phoenix Essence is too powerful, If I cultivated one step at a time, I 
wouldn’t have been able to sense the second shackle for another ten years.” 

Thea cheered him on, “You can do this!” 

At that moment, Delainey walked toward them. Though she had been wandering about 
inside the mountains over the past three months, she could not find any berry imbued 
with Empyrean Spiritual Energy. In the meantime, however, she wasted no time and 
cultivated non-stop. Although she did not absorb the Phoenix Essence’s power, there 
was plenty of Empyrean Spiritual Energy in the air. After a few months of hard work, her 
True Energy also increased. Based on her current speed, she would be able to cross 
into the ninth rank in no time. 

Upon hearing their conversation, she walked toward them and said smilingly, 
“Congratulations, James.” James smiled and looked at her, asking. “Did you manage to 
find anything?” 

She shook her head. “No…” 

“In that case, let’s absorb the Phoenix Essence’s power together.” James said. 

Even though the Phoenix Essence was now half in size, there was still plenty for 
everyone. 

“Really?” 



Delainey was overjoyed. 

“Mhm.” James nodded. 

“Thank you so much, James,” Delainey said in appreciation. 

Meanwhile, James sat in a lotus position and began sensing the insides of his body. 

The first shackle constrained the blood vessels, whereas the second shackle 
constrained the flesh. He could clearly sense the presence of countless shackles 
sealing the enormous power hidden in his flesh away. 

He catalyzed True Energy, which entered his flesh. In an instant, the shackles 
disintegrated. 

Rumble! 

Explosion sounds could be heard coming from inside his body, while his muscles 
twitched non-stop. With every twitch of his muscle, a shackle was destroyed. With that, 
powerful energy burst forth from inside his body. The aura he exuded grew increasingly 
terrifying that even Thea and Delainey hurriedly retreated 

This lasted for a whole week. 

A week later, James dispersed his aura and slowly stood up. As he clenched his fists, 
terrifying power came from inside his flesh. This was a brute force that originated from 
his flesh and not his True Energy. At that moment, he felt he could shatter a mountain 
and shake the earth with a single punch. 

Thea and Delainey, who were watching from afar, walked over to him. Sensing the aura 
he exuded, Thea said, “Congratulations on breaking the second shackle, Darling” 

James shook his head slightly and said, “Although I’ve broken the second shackle, I’m 
still far too weak at the moment. I’m still a distance away from crossing into the 
Supernatural stage. There’s no way I’d stand a chance against the likes of the Void 
Sect’s Grand Priestess and Conrad Titus, the Grand Priest. I still have much work to 
do.” 

Thea handed him the Phoenix Essence and said, “I can now sense the presence of the 
first shackle. This is more than enough for me. By refining the remainder of the Phoenix 
Essence, you should be able to break the third shackle and cross into the Supernatural 
stage.” 
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