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The shadow was the Spirit Tool of the Celestial Abode. In modern terms, it would be
something akin to an artificial intelligence robot. Though it was not a living being, it had
a consciousness, which allowed him to converse with humans.

The shadow looked at them once more and shook its head slightly while sighing, “It
appears. that Master must have set the designated time wrongly. Who the hell are these
people? With how weak they are, how are they qualified to obtain his inheritance?”
Hearing this, the Son of Heaven panicked.

“Although I’'m currently still weak, | possess enormous potential. If | can obtain the
Celestial worth.” Abode and the inheritance left behind by the Primordials, I'd certainly
prove my

The others argued as well.

“Pick me!”

‘I have potential too! If I'm allowed to have the Celestial Abode, I'll surely be the
greatest in the world.”

“‘Please consider me, Sirl”
The Overworld Outsiders stepped forward and voiced their thoughts.

James, on the other hand, remained silent. That was because he believed he would not
stand at chance.

The shadow spoke, “Since I've emerged from my slumber, | ought to follow Master’s
wishes and select a new owner of the Celestial Abode.”

Upon hearing this, the crowd was overjoyed.
The shadow continued, “However, | won’t be the judge to determine your worth. Long
ago, my master set up nine barriers. Those who manage to pass the nine barriers shall

be the new owner of the Celestial Abode.”

Upon hearing this, James regained his confidence. He might stand a chance in a fair
fight.




He looked at Xandra and said, “Mount Bane is dangerous. You should return to Lothian
for now and stay safe. Once everything here’s resolved, I'll return to find you and purify
your Demonic Energy.”

Xandra nodded and looked at him, saying, “Be careful, alright?”

“I will.”

Then, Xandra left.

More and more Overworld Outsiders appeared before the Celestial Abode. There were
now approximately 3000 people. Since they traversed through the seal to arrive on
Earth, they must be top-notch fighters.

Meanwhile, the numbers kept increasing.

The shadow waited patiently.

Ten minutes passed, and the mountain was full of people.

There were now around ten thousand people, and almost all of them came from the
Overworld. Most were humans, but there were also some beast-like creatures amongst
the crowd. Only by consuming a transformation elixir could they transform their

appearance into a human.

Even Marcello who had just left Mount Bane hurriedly made his way back upon sensing
the commaotion.

Upon seeing the sheer number of the crowd, the shadow stepped forward and said,
“Long ago, my master set up nine barriers and instructed me to activate them upon the
Celestial Abode’s emergence. Only those who pass the nine barriers can become the
new owner of the Celestial. Abode.”

The Son of Heaven stepped forward and asked, “But what if more than one person
passes the nine barriers?”

The shadow replied, “In that case, the first to pass shall be the owner of the Celestial
Abode. Please enter, everyone.”

It beckoned.
Then, the door opened, and a blinding golden light emerged from within.

The Son of Heaven was the first to enter, while the others followed close behind.




James, meanwhile, remained rooted to the spot. Looking at the golden courtyard inside
the Celestial Abode, he murmured, “Can everyone fit inside the venue?”

However, more and more people kept pouring in.

Soon, thousands were already inside.

Puzzled, he was the last to enter.

After everyone entered the Celestial Abode, he stepped forward. As he crossed into the
golden light, the scene before him changed abruptly. He was now on the peak of a

mountain.

There were all kinds of flora there, and mysterious berries that exuded an alluring
fragrance on every tree.

“‘What?”

James was stunned.
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After entering the Celestial Abode, they were now seemingly in another world.
“There are so many divine objects here!”

James rubbed his eyes in disbelief.

“You are forbidden from plucking any of the berries here. Violators shall be disqualified
immediately,” the shadow spoke.

The crowd who was itching to sink their teeth into the mouth-watering berries collected
themselves. As they scanned their surroundings, they could not help but drool. Even
without the Primordials’ inheritance, they would stand to gain enormously with the
berries alone.

After James collected himself, he looked at his surroundings.

There was a city in the distance where many castle-like structures were erected, and
each of them was at least a kilometer in height. From afar, it looked like a wonderland.

“This place is unbelievably huge!”




James could not believe his eyes.

He initially thought this was only a building. However, upon entering the Celestial
Abode, James found out there was another world within.

His heartbeat accelerated, and his body trembled.

Would he have everything here if he owned the Celestial Abode?

At that moment, he was dying to become the new owner of this place.

“‘How magical...”

“As expected of the Celestial Abode constructed by the Primordials...”

“Everything here will belong to me once | become the master of the Celestial Abode!”
“What majestic Empyrean Spiritual Energy!”

Many could not help but exclaim.

At that moment, the shadow spoke, “Do you see the city in the distance? Whoever
arrives at the city area and obtains the Celestial Spirit shall be the owner of this
Celestial Abode. Along way, there will be a total of nine barriers that you have to pass.
Each barrier is challenging in its own right. To cross them, not only do you need
strength, but you also require great luck. There are no restrictions to this challenge, so
feel free to slaughter as you please. If you’re strong enough, you can simply Kkill

everyone here and become the owner of the Celestial Abode even without passing the
barriers.”

As it finished speaking, everyone hurriedly catalyzed True Energy and scanned their
surroundings for fear of being ambushed.

Meanwhile, the Son of Heaven merely smirked upon hearing this.

His chances would be much lower if this was a fair competition. However, now that they
were allowed to resort to violence, his chances had increased drastically. He would
simply annihilate anyone who stood in his way. After all, he was confident about his
strength.

Then, a winding path appeared before them.
“Let us begin, shall we? You shall begin from this winding path. After crossing the nine

barriers and obtaining the Celestial Spirit in the city area, you’ll be the new owner of the
Celestial Abode,” the shadow spoke.




When he saw the path, James was stunned. It was simply unbelievable for any modern
human being.

As the competition began, many charged forward.
Just as James was about to start the challenge, a man wearing a white robe appeared

beside him. The man had long black hair, delicate features, and fair and smooth skin.
Although he was a man, he was even more beautiful than most women out there.

James looked at Marcello alertly.

“‘Hey, don’t look at me like that.” Marcello laughed and said, “Why don’t we work
together?”

“What do you mean?”
James did not dare lower his guard around him.

Marcello smirked, “We’ll work together and annihilate everyone here. By then, the
Celestial Abode will be ours for the taking.”
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“‘Annihilate everyone here?”
James froze.

There were at least 10 thousand Overworld Outsiders here. No way could he pull off
such a feat.

“Yes.” Marcello said, “This Celestial Abode is left behind by the Primordials. It won’t be
easy crossing all nine barriers. I'd say annihilating them all would be easier,
comparatively. speaking,” he said nonchalantly.

However, James was horrified.

His opponents greatly outnumbered him in size and strength. There were at least five
Overworld Outsiders at the Supernatural Consummation rank. Besides, he could not




see through the Son of Heaven, who might have reached the Herculean rank long ago.
Numerous cultivators had also released the Eighth Inner Gate.

How could he accomplish such a feat?

James looked at Marcello, wondering how on earth was he so assured of his own
strength. Perhaps he was already at the Herculean stage. In that case, it would be
possible for them to annihilate everyone here.

“H-Have you reached the Herculean stage?” James prompted.

Marcello smiled and remained silent.

However, his smile was the only thing James needed to know about his strength.
Marcello must have reached the Herculean stage.

At that moment, an idea surfaced in his mind. Since almost every Overworld Outsider
had entered the Celestial Abode, peace would return to Earth if he could annihilate
them all here Although he had an agreement with the Overworld Outsiders, the deal
would only hold as long as there were enough benefits for everyone. If there were not
enough benefits for everyone, no one would pay any heed to the agreement made.
“What do you think?”

Marcello looked at James who was deep in thought.

After some time, James looked at Marcello and said, “We can work together. However,
I’m not. confident | can annihilate everyone here.”

“Oh, no worries.”

Marcello smiled.

Then, he headed toward the foot of the mountain, while James followed close behind.

It was a winding path surrounded by deep foliage on both sides. Since there were many
mysterious herbs and berries throughout the area, the alluring fragrance they exuded

served as a powerful motivator to the challengers.

As they walked side by side, James asked, “When do we make a move?”

Marcello smiled and said, “Why the hurry? We’re only at the first barrier. It won'’t be
easy crossing all nine barriers, you know? Let’s observe the situation for now.”

Hearing this, James nodded slightly.




Before long, a golem blocked the path before them. The golem was two meters in
height, and it was holding a sword in its hand.

“Everyone, to cross the first barrier, you’ll have to pass by the golem.”

Though the shadow was nowhere to be seen, his voice reverberated throughout the
area.

Right then, someone laughed.
‘I was wondering how hard it could be. | never expected this to be this easy!”
Then, he summoned all his strength and charged toward the golem.

Just as he was about to pass by the golem, the golem raised the sword in its hand and
slashed with great force.

The golem struck with extraordinary speed. Before the man could react, he was slashed
by the sword, and his physical body immediately disintegrated. Not even a piece of him
remained.

“What?”
Everyone was stunned.

The man had crossed into the Supernatural rank and released the Third Inner Gate.
However, he lost his life in an instant.

“‘How powerful...”
James took a deep breath.

After the man was annihilated, the others did not dare act recklessly.
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