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The custodian brought bad news: The First Calamity would soon descend on Earth and
cause great destruction to humans. Billions would perish.

James was at a loss. He had no idea what Earth would become after the First Calamity.
Then, he headed to the Callahans’ residence.

Before he even entered the house, he could hear the sound of people happily chattering
away. They were having lunch.

He rang the doorbell.
Soon, someone answered the door.
It was Tommy.

Upon seeing James, he froze before collecting himself. “Y-You’re back, James. Please
come in.”

“Grandpa, Thea, James is back.” Tommy’s voice boomed.
Everyone stood up.

Upon entering the house, a young girl ran toward James and hugged his leg, cheering
merrily, “Daddy, you're back!”

It was Winnie.

Now seven years of age, she had grown taller.

Although James seldom returned home, Winnie knew what her father looked like.
Thea walked over to him and said with a smile, “You’re back.”

“‘Mhm.” James nodded.

Putting his thoughts aside, he entered the villa.

Lex immediately ordered his servants to grab some extra cutleries.

James had lunch at the Callahans’ residence.




After lunch, James sat on a chair in the courtyard with a sullen look on his face.

Thea grabbed his hand and asked, “What’s wrong? You've been like this ever since you
returned.”

James told her about the First Calamity.

“The custodian told me that the First Calamity is upon us. A third of humanity will perish.
Not only that, but she also said that a great providence would soon appear on Earth,
and she wants us to seize the providence by any means necessary.”

Hearing this, Thea immediately stood up and exclaimed, “Are you serious?”

“Yes.”

James nodded and said, “Once the First Calamity appears, it would mean the end of the
world. Though I knew this day would come eventually, | didn’t expect it to be this soon.”

James was filled with consternation. Though he had made preparations for the
apocalypse, he was nonetheless at a loss as the day loomed closer.

Thea collected herself after the initial shock and grabbed James’ hand, saying with
determination, “No matter what happens in the future, I'll be by your side. I'll face all
adversities with you.”

Upon hearing this, James tried to hold back his tears. Now, Thea and Winnie were the
only ones supporting him.

He sighed. “I really hope that peace can return to Earth. That way, I'll get to live a
simple life with you. However, that day may never come now. Only a bleak future awaits
us, and we might even lose our lives.”

Thea hurriedly said, “That won’t happen.”

“‘Mommy, Daddy...”

Winnie ran toward them.

‘I want to go to the amusement park.”

Putting his thoughts aside, James looked at Winnie and patted her head, saying with a
smile, Sure thing. I'll take you to the amusement park.”

Over the next few days, James remained in Cansington and accompanied his family.

On a night two weeks later....




James was sitting on the balcony of the villa, smoking his cigarettes as he watched the
pitch- black sky. Tonight’s darkness was rather unusual.

Boom!

A flash of silver lightning illuminated the pitch-black sky, and a deafening thunder
reverberated throughout the sky.

At that moment, Thea walked over to James in her pajamas. “Darling, it's getting late.
We should sleep.”

She spoke in a melodious voice.
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“Mhm.”

James nodded.

Just as he stood up and was about to enter the room, a rain droplet dripped from the
roof onto his face. Instinctively, he raised his hand and wiped the droplet off his face.
However, upon wiping his face, he froze.

His palm was black.

“A-A black rain droplet?”

Wearing a sullen expression, James raised his head and looked at the pitch black sky
“‘Has the day finally come?”

Rumble!

Lightning struck, and thunder roared.

Pitter-patter!

Rain poured from the sky.

However, the raindrops were black. Eerily, when the rain made contact with the ground,
it seemed to have eroded the soil. The soil gave off a pungent smell.




“What?”
Thea was stunned.

Feeling her face, she realized that there were also water droplets on her skin. She could
clearly see that the droplets were black in color.

Even as a powerful martial artist, she could feel the corrosiveness of the rain.
“Darling, has the First Calamity arrived?”

“Mhm.”

James nodded grimly.

“The First Calamity is upon us.”

“What should we do?”

Thea asked anxiously.

James shrugged helplessly.

What else could he do?

This was an act of nature. No matter how powerful one was, one could not stand in the
way of nature.

“Let’s return to our room for now.”

James grabbed Thea’s arm and returned to the room.

He did not sit idly by but instead used his current status to inform Sol’'s Supreme
Commander, Japura’s Thomas, Tacriyrus’ SKky, Lothian’s Langston, and even the
person in charge of Wyrmstead of the situation.

“This is a natural catastrophe that you have to attach great importance to Tell your
people to avoid going out as much as possible from now onward. We have to save as
many lives as we can.”

James informed the heads of state
“Breaking news! Ladies and gentlemen, this is the National Meteorological Bureau.

Black rain has begun pouring from the skies. For your safety, please remain in the
comfort of your homes.”




Sol began urging its people to remain indoors.

The rain poured for the whole night all over the world. There was torrential rainfall in
some places and drizzles in others. In any case, the entire world was experiencing the
same phenomenon. Some humans who remained outside did not pay any heed to the
rain after being soaked. However, upon arriving home, they began experiencing a fever,
and their bodies. began showing bizarre symptoms.

That night, hospitals were at full capacity.

As the catastrophe swept the globe, some cried out in fear, “Why? Why is this
happening to us? God, answer our prayers!”

All of humanity roared in frustration.

James did not sleep for the whole night.

His attention was fixed on the current crisis.

The night passed silently.

The next day, a crevice appeared in the sky, and figures began pouring from within.
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A crack appeared in the sky.

As the crack was connected to the three thousand Sealed Realms, the Outsiders
started descending on Earth.

Upon seeing this, James’ expression turned grim.

The Calamity was here.

“Darling.”

The two were in the courtyard of the villa. Upon seeing the fissure in the sky and the
figures emerging from within, Thea gripped James’ arm and said anxiously, “Th-There

are so many of them... This isn’t good news for us.”

James took a deep breath.




“Since this has already happened, we can only take things one step at a time.”

James knew this day would come eventually. For this day, he had made a lot of
preparations. However, now that the day had arrived, he realized that his efforts were
for naught.

“What should we do?”

Thea grabbed James’ arm and asked, “What should we do now?”

James shook his head slightly and said, “| don’t know either. There’s nothing much we
can do at the moment. We don’t know how strong these Outsiders are. As such, we can
only stay put and observe the situation.”

“Mhm.”

Thea nodded.

Then, the two returned to their room.

Upon leaving the balcony, they were surrounded by the Callahans, who had been
waiting outside.

Lex said, “James, Thea, surely you two understand what’s going on. What was the
black rain last night? Who were those Outsiders who came in through the fissure in the
sky? What’s going on exactly? Has the seal been released?”

The Callahans looked at Thea and James and waited for their response.

The Callahans were now a martial family. As they had consumed the dragon’s blood,
they were rather strong. Even when put in comparison with the wider ancient martial
world, they were. considered a powerful family. As such, they had a lot of insider
information unbeknownst to the public. However, even they had no idea what was going
on at the moment.

Looking at the Callahans, James answered honestly, “Last night’s rain is one of the
Calamities before the seal comes undone. This means that the apocalypse is upon us.”

Then, James began stating the rules.

One, they would have to remain indoors at all times.
Two, they would have to spend all their money on food and store the food away.

Three, they would have to increase their cultivation base as much as possible.




That was because might makes right during a calamity like this.
James told them the rules with a grim expression on his face.
Upon hearing what he had to say, the Callahans remained silent.

After some time, Lex sighed deeply. “What the hell is going on? How did our world turn
out this way? The apocalypse came faster than | anticipated.”

“Alright now, as | have important work to do, | shouldn’t linger here for long. | should
return to Wyrmstead as soon as possible.”

Now, James had to return to Wyrmstead and stabilize the situation as soon as possible
to prevent a total collapse.

That was because following the rain’s emergence, many hospitals around the world
were at full capacity. In just one night, millions had perished in the hands of an unknown
virus. As such, many countries and regions had begun losing control. As the realization
that the Calamity was upon humankind sank in, crime rates spiked everywhere.

James wanted to construct a country free of outside threats. He did not wish for this to
happen in Wyrmstead. After all, this would be against his primary reason for
establishing Wyrmstead. “Let me go with you, Darling.”
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Thea grabbed James’ arm tightly. At that moment, she simply wished to face the current
adversity alongside him. She believed everything would turn out fine in the end.

“Mhm.”
James nodded.

This time, they did not take Winnie along but instead left her with the Callahans. Sol
was comparatively peaceful at the moment. As such, leaving her behind in Cansington
would be a sound choice. Although they were reluctant to part ways with her, they had
no other choice. A day later, James and Thea arrived at Wyrmstead.

At Wyrmstead Palace, James summoned the Celestial Abode and called for the Blithe
King, Henry, and Delainey Cabral. Alongside Wyrmstead’s Elite Eight, Blake Davis,
Quincy, and the others, the senior authorities of Wyrmstead gathered for a meeting.




Sitting in the main seat, James said with a solemn expression on his face, “| established
Wyrmstead to prepare for the Calamity. | thought we’d have a few years to go. | didn’t
expect it to happen so soon.”

“Blake, how’s the situation around the world at the moment?”

James asked.

At that moment, he knew nothing about what was going on outside. Blake, as one of the
people in charge of Wyrmstead, had a clearer view of what was happening.

Blake stepped forward and said, “The situation is dire. Last night’s rain destroyed crops
all around the world. Besides, there’s a terrifying virus in the rain droplets. About eighty
percent. of those who came into contact with the rain have contracted the virus.

“Some experienced mild symptoms, whereas others lost their lives. Some died over the
of a few short hours. As of now, around fifty million have perished.

‘I have to add that this figure is based on conservative estimates. As many regions have
yet to report any figures, the situation could be worse than we think. Perhaps one
hundred million. may have already died.

“At the moment, the world is in chaos.” Blake said grimly.

He briefly described the aftermath of the rainfall.

Upon hearing this, James’ expression turned unusually grim.

It appeared that the custodian was right. More than a third of humanity would perish.

It was a horrifying figure.

May Caden asked, “What should we do now, James?”

James thought about it and said, “This is a natural catastrophe, and there’s nothing
much we can do except wait.”

James summoned the persons in charge of Wyrmstead and organized a meeting.
He mentioned a few points.
One, they should save as many lives as possible.

Two, they should tell the public the truth about this phenomenon.




Three, they should disclose the secrets of cultivation methods and allow everyone to
cultivate. That was the only way for humanity to survive this catastrophe.

After the meeting, James personally called Langston, Thomas, Sky, and the King of Sol
and told them about his plans to have everyone cultivate.

Everyone agreed with his plan.

After notifying the other heads of state, James breathed a sigh of relief. This was the
most he could do to help.
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James remained in Wyrmstead for the rest of the day.

As news of what was happening around the world poured in, he dreaded the worst.
As night fell, black rain poured from the sky once again.

Due to the events last night, no one wandered about outside and simply remained
indoors.

Tonight’s rain was less destructive than last night’s.
In a city in Sol...

Murky water flowed through the underground drainage system as carcasses of mice
were soaked in the water.

From the corner, a giant rat appeared. It was about half a meter in length, and its teeth
were sharp and menacing. It was a mutated rat. After being contaminated by the
rainwater, unknown viruses entered its body, causing its body to mutate at a rapid pace.
Possessing great strength, it leaped into the air and landed a few meters away. As its
enormous body slammed against the wall of the underground drainage, cracks began
appearing.

At the same time, many animals began mutating all over the world. Some ants were
now larger than oxen, and some animals were now as gigantic as mountains. After
being contaminated by the virus, they mutated in a short amount of time.

At 10 p.m., James was sitting in the main hall of Wyrmstead Palace.




At that moment, Henry came rushing in.
“‘What’s wrong?”

James, who was deep in contemplation, collected himself. Upon seeing Henry’s anxious
face, he asked, “Did something bad happen?”

Henry said, “l just received news from Sol that a group of rats has mutated in Hulilau
City, allowing them to possess enormous strength. The rats have caused great
destruction to human lives and property, generating great disturbances within the city.
As of now, more than fifty thousand people have been killed.”

Upon hearing this, James’ expression turned grim.

Henry continued, “Some martial artists within Sol have headed in the direction of Hulilau
City to exterminate these mutated rats.

“Besides, many animals have mutated overnight. Both their strength and their size have
increased. Many regions in Sol have fallen into disorder.”

Henry brought much news.

All the events seemed to be taking place in Sol.

James could do nothing about them.

He asked, “How’s the situation at Wyrmstead?”

Henry said, “As the Black Dragon Army is made up of martial artists, the situation is
stable at the moment. Although their ranks are low, they aren’t affected by the rain.
Apart from the four hundred thousand Black Dragon Army that has entered the Celestial
Abode, many others. are on duty. Once the mutated creatures show themselves, they’ll
annihilate them on the spot.”

Hearing this, James breathed a sigh of relief.

It appeared that his efforts were not in vain. At least Wyrmstead was stable when the
Calamity hit.

James ordered, “Instruct all civilians to remain indoors at all times. Should there be any
emergencies, order them to make contact with the Black Dragon Army in the area. They
should only leave with the company of the army.”

“Understood.”




Henry nodded and turned to leave swiftly.

After he left the palace, Thea walked in. She was dressed in black, and her long black
hair waved in the air. Her features were fine and delicate, accentuating her beauty.

While she was outside the palace, she overheard Henry’'s summary of the situation. Not

only that, but she was also keeping a close eye on the Martial Arts Forum.
She walked toward James and sat beside him, gently grabbing his arm.

“‘Don’t worry, Darling. Soon, everything will be over.”

‘I hope so.”
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James sighed.

Though this was only just the beginning, the seriousness of the situation made him
fearful of what might occur next.

The night passed silently.
The next day, James stood at the gates of Wyrmstead Palace.

Black rain was still pouring from the sky as puddles of murky water dotted the ground.
James could vaguely see a black aura materializing from the water, which soared to the

sky and simply lingered there.

Silence filled the air.

Standing by the gates, James stared at the puddles on the ground and the dark clouds
on the horizon. He could clearly sense the black aura resonating with his body.

His pores absorbed the dark aura lingering in the air as his physical strength slowly
increased. He knew this was providence to him. However, this was deadly to humans.
Not everyone possessed a demonic body like him that could increase its strength by
absorbing anything. “A penny for your thoughts, Darling?”

Thea walked over to him and stood by his side.




James looked at the rainwater and the plants that were corroded in the distance,
whispering, What's the way forward for humans? Why is this happening? Could there
be someone behind this?”

James had many questions on his mind. However, no one could provide him with any
answers.

Clack! Clack! Clack!

At that moment, the sound of footsteps could be heard.

James turned his head to see a man approaching from a distance away. The man was
wearing a black overcoat and a straw hat that shielded his body from the corrosive

rainwater.

Upon seeing the man, James had a bad feeling. Though this was Wyrmstead Palace,
this man was able to approach without being detected.

He stared at the approaching man.
Soon, the man was only ten meters away from him.

The man removed his straw hat to reveal his face. He looked twenty years of age and
had an ordinary appearance.

“Who are you?”

James furrowed his eyebrows.

The man glanced at James before looking at Thea. Wearing a composed look on his
face, he asked, “Are you James and Thea?”

“Yes.”

James answered truthfully.

“‘My name is Magnus Quinnton.”

“Uh-huh.”

James nodded slightly and said, “Do you have any business with me?”
Magnus, on the other hand, said coldly, “I came from the Overworld.”

Upon hearing this, alarm bells began ringing inside James’ mind.




Magnus continued, “I have a junior disciple called the Son of Heaven. Though he came
here before me, he perished in the hands of an earthling.

He said nonchalantly as if the matter did not concern him at all.
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