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James said, “By the way, do your best to train my army. I’ll be leaving everything in your 
hands. Help me create an invincible army.” 

Sophie said smilingly, “Don’t worry, leave everything to me. There are many low-ranking 
spiritual berries in the Celestial Abode, and they are totally compatible with your army. 
Soon, an invincible army will be born.” 

Hearing this, James was at ease. 

Then, he turned to leave the Celestial Abode. When he reappeared, he was back in the 
dense. forest surrounding Mount Bane. 

After he returned the Celestial Abode into the shape of a ring, he left the forest. 

Since the battle would only take place in three days, he did not head to Bane City. 
Instead, he headed to a mall in a nearby human city in search of a power bank to 
charge his phone. 

Then, he logged into the Martial Arts Forum and scrolled through the news. 

A month had passed since the black rain’s first appearance. Since he had remained in 
closed- door meditation during that time, he had no idea what was going on outside. 
After logging into the Martial Arts Forum and scrolling through the news, he was utterly 
stunned. 

The black rain had brought about death and destruction at such a scale that he could 
not believe what he had just read. 

As the black rain swept through the globe, there were crop failures all over the world. 
Besides, as the soil was now contaminated by unknown viruses, they were no longer 
suitable for agricultural purposes. This caused the price of food to skyrocket in just a 
month. Not only that, but approximately 300 million people succumbed to the natural 
catastrophe. The mortuaries were at full capacity, and bodies were sprawled all over the 
streets. In short, Earth had fallen into disarray. 

The only thing worth celebrating was that a certain portion of the human population had 
developed an immunity to the virus. Then, their bodies mutated, allowing them to gain 
enormous power. Besides, as the cultivation methods were made known to the entire 
world, some earthlings had become martial artists. Though they were weak at the 
moment, this situation was only temporary. With time, the earthlings would emerge as a 
force to be reckoned with. 



Those who perished were weak and purposeless. Only those who survived would 
become true warriors. 

After reading the news, James murmured, “It appears that death is inevitable. I can only 
pray that the earthlings can adapt to the new environment.” 

James continued scrolling through the news. 

Over the past month, many animals had mutated and acquired strength that was 
equivalent to a Herculean. As they obtained consciousness, they decided against 
clashing with the humans and instead entered the pristine forests in search of 
providence. 

Of course, some mutated animals did not obtain consciousness and slaughtered many 
innocent lives. 

Under the leadership of the Omniscient Deity, the earthlings had become annihilating 
these mutated animals. 

Apart from this, James’ coming battle with Magnus was also a hot topic. 

This battle concerned the glory of the earthlings. Besides, if James was defeated, he 
would probably lose his life. When that happened, Thea would certainly be involved as 
well. Earth would lose two of her greatest fighters. If the Outsiders chose to strike Earth 
then, the earthlings would not stand a chance against them. 

“I really hope James will win.” 

“Sigh… It’s impossible. The power disparity between them is too great. There’s no way 
James can win.” 

“Perhaps there’ll be a miracle.” 

Many interacted on the forum. 

Upon seeing this, James clenched his fists and said with determination, “I won’t let you 
down. I’ll defeat Magnus and let the Outsiders know that we aren’t a pushover.” 
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The world had descended into chaos. 



Naturally, people would be concerned about where the future would be heading. 
Meanwhile, the martial artists were all fixated on the coming battle between James and 
Magnus. 

The cultivators of the three thousand Sealed Realms, on the other hand, did not wander 
about but instead concealed themselves, waiting patiently for the providence. 

After leaving the Celestial Abode and reading about the situation on Earth, James 
breathed a sigh of relief. Although the situation was dire, this would be the worst it can 
get. 

Next, he entered Mount Bane and found a secluded spot on the peak of a mountain 
where he sat in a lotus position. Then, he began regulating his condition in preparation 
for the upcoming battle. 

Three days passed in the blink of an eye. Soon, the day of the battle arrived. 

At daybreak, a man walked out of Bane City. Wearing a green robe and carrying a 
sword on his back, he walked firmly with determination. In the blink of an eye, he 
appeared at the peak of a mountain. 

This mountain was not originally from Earth but instead came from the Sealed Realms. 
At the moment, many mountains like this had appeared all over Mount Bane. 

The man was Magnus, and his appearance created a sensation. 

Countless cultivators rushed over to the mountain he was at. 

Almost every martial artist of Earth had arrived and gathered at the peak of a mountain–
the Omniscient Deity, Langston Lafleur, Tyrus Lafleur, Sky, Thomas Caden, Simon 
Cabral, Jackson Cabral, Bennett Caden, Callan Maverick, and many others. 

“Magnus is here.” 

Upon seeing Magnus who was standing at the peak of a mountain, the Omniscient 
Deity’s expression turned grim, and he said, “I wonder if James can create a miracle 
and defeat Magnus.” 

“Unlikely.” Langston shook his head slightly and said, “Although I really hope that James 
can emerge victorious, the power disparity between them is too great. Magnus is 
already at the Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair. No matter how insane James‘ 
cultivation speed is, there’s no way he can catch up in just a month.” 

Thomas wore a solemn expression. 



James was one of the most distinguished members of the Cadens amongst his peers, 
and he was also one of the strongest representatives of Earth. He did not wish for 
anything to happen to him. 

“What should we do?” 

However, no matter how hard he pondered, he could not think of a way. 

At that moment, a beautiful woman walked over to him from a distance away. Wearing a 
black dress and holding a black sword in her hand, her figure was slender, and her 
beauty was impeccable. 

“Thea,” Thomas stepped forward and called out to her. 

Thea nodded slightly and greeted him, “Grandpa.” 

Anxious, Thomas said, “Thea, James‘ fate depends on you.” 

Wearing a surly expression, Thea sighed and said, “There are rumors that Magnus is at 
the Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair. Although I can defeat cultivators who have only 
just reached the Immortal Ascension stage, I stand no chance against an Immortal 
Ascension Third Stair.” 

Although she had cultivated the Four–Quadrant Art, which would greatly increase her 
strength in a short amount of time by activating the Four Holy Beasts‘ power, she was 
nonetheless still too weak. She would stand a chance against Magnus if she was at 
least at the Herculean’s Fourth Layer. However, as she had only recently crossed into 
the Herculean rank, the Four–Quadrant Art would not be able to compensate for the 
power disparity. 

“What should we do then?” Thomas furrowed his eyebrows and asked, “Are we simply 
going to sit by the sidelines and watch James get killed?” 
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Thea said, “Calm down, Grandpa. We should observe the situation for now. Don’t worry, 
I won’t let James get killed. If necessary, I’ll intervene to save his life even if I don’t 
stand a chance against Magnus.” 

“Thea.” 

A voice came from afar. 



Thea turned her head and noticed that two gorgeous women were walking toward her. 
They were Cynthia and Tiara. Over the past few years, they had been together. 

When she saw Tiara, Thea frowned slightly. Tiara, on the other hand, averted her gaze. 
Cynthia walked over to Thea and greeted her. 

Thea collected herself and nodded, “Hello, Cynthia. It certainly has been a while. How 
are you doing?” 

Cynthia smiled and said, “As well as I can be. By the way, have you seen Maxine 
recently?” 

Thea froze momentarily and asked, “Maxine?” 

“Yeah.” Cynthia nodded. 

Thea asked, “What happened to her?” She had not seen Maxine recently. 

Cynthia said, “She disappeared without a trace about two or three years ago. I have no 
idea where she went.” 

“Huh?” Thea asked, puzzled, “What do you mean?” 

Cynthia narrated the chain of events that unfolded. 

Hearing this, Thea furrowed her eyebrows and asked, “Are you saying that she made 
her way over to Mount Bane to confirm for herself whether James is still alive? 
However, before meeting James, she disappeared while she was on her way to Mount 
Bane.” 

“Mhm.” Cynthia nodded and said, “I’ve asked James about this, but he told me that he 
hasn’t seen Maxine either. This could only mean that she wasn’t here at Mount Bane.” 

Thea said, “I don’t know much either. After all, I’ve been in closed–door meditation, and 
I seldom walked around outside. I have no idea about Maxine’s whereabouts. Let’s 
search for her after the battle is over.” 

“Alright, then.” 

Cynthia was dismayed. It appeared that something had happened to Maxine. 

The earthlings gathered and waited patiently for James to arrive. 

At that moment, more and more cultivators from the Sealed Realms appeared. Each of 
them possessed enormous strength. Among them were some top–notch geniuses, who 
came here to watch the show before the providence emerged. 



“What’s going on?” 

“Why isn’t James here yet?” 

“Did he chicken out?” 

James did not show up despite Magnus‘ appearance, so many impatient Outsiders 
were getting irritated. 

Meanwhile, James was sitting in a lotus position on a rock at the peak of another 
mountain. The warm sunlight brushed through his skin as he simply sat there 
motionless. 

Then, he slowly stood up and appeared hundreds of meters in the air and scanned his 
surroundings. Upon spotting Magnus, he realized that the place was teeming with 
cultivators. 

A grin crept up on his face, “I guess I have to impress the crowd.” 

Then, he walked toward the mountain where Magnus was in mid–air. In the blink of an 
eye, he arrived at his destination. 

“J–James has arrived!” 

“Interesting… To think he would dare appear… I’m curious to see how the battle will 
turn out.” 
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James‘ appearance shocked many. 

In the minds of the Outsiders, they believed that James would not show up for fear of 
being killed. 

“He came despite knowing he would die. How interesting…” 

“I bet that James wouldn’t even last a single round.” 

Many looked down on James as the power disparity between him and Magnus was 
simply too big to ignore, and no cultivation method would be able to compensate for his 
lack of strength. The earthlings did not have much faith in him either. 



James landed steadily at the peak of the mountain and appeared a hundred meters 
away from Magnus. Wearing a composed expression on his face, he looked at Magnus 
and said, “I apologize for being late.” 

Magnus smiled faintly and said, “I didn’t expect you to come, James. Today, we shall 
fight to the death.” 

Though he spoke softly, there was a threatening tone in his voice. 

Before leaving the Overworld, he was given strict orders to avenge his junior disciple, 
the Son of Heaven. As such, he had no choice but to annihilate James. James would 
have to die. 

“And fight to the death, we shall.” 

James took a deep breath. He was secretly thankful that he managed to obtain the 
Celestial Abode and receive Sophie’s guidance. Otherwise, he would certainly lose his 
life today. 

“Come, I’ll allow you to make the first move.” 

Magnus made a welcoming gesture as he looked at James scornfully. To him, James 
was nothing more than an insignificant creature. Though he could annihilate James in 
the blink of an eye, he did not make the first move. After all, his strength far exceeded 
that of James. If he made the first move, he would be ridiculed for picking on the weak. 
As such, allowing James to make the first move was a sign of one’s confidence and 
dignity. 

“Haha…” Magnus‘ arrogance made James chuckle. He did not make a move but 
instead said coldly, “Since you’re confident in killing me, why don’t you make the first 
move? I’m curious. to see how powerful someone at the Third Stair of Immortal 
Ascension is.” 

“Since you have a death wish, I won’t hold back.” 

The smile on Magnus‘ face froze, and his face darkened. Then, in the blink of an eye, 
he appeared before James. Before James could react, his chest was struck, and he 
was sent flying. After crashing through several mountains, he collapsed heavily to the 
ground. 

Boom! 

As Magnus‘ power was great, the ground shook and the earth rumbled. 

Meanwhile, James simply lay on the ground motionless. 



“That’s it?” 

“Well, I told you James won’t last a single round.” 

“There’s no point in watching this.” 

“Boring!” 

A few Outsiders shook their heads slightly and turned to leave. Since they already knew 
the outcome of the battle, there was no point in remaining here any longer. 

The earthlings, on the other hand, were wearing grim expressions. Even though they 
knew that James was no match for Magnus, they clung to hope. However, after James 
was sent flying, they lost all hope. 

In the distance, Marcello was standing on an empty plot of land with his entourage 
behind him. He was staring at the rubble where James collapsed. He murmured, 
“There’s no way you’re that weak. If you can’t even withstand a single blow, your 
invincible physical body would be for naught.” 

Just as everyone believed that James had lost, a powerful aura suddenly burst forth 
from where James was. 
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At that moment, Empyrean Spiritual Energy gathered and formed a Spiritual Energy 
Cloud. 

“What’s going on?” 

“Is James alive?” 

Everyone was stunned. 

Even some who turned to leave returned to watch the battle. 

A man slowly walked out of the rubble below. 

It was James. 

As he took a step forward, the ground shook and the earth rumbled. 



Boom! 

Magnus, on the other hand, could feel an overwhelming pressure threatening to flatten 
him. Unconsciously, he staggered backward and almost collapsed to the ground. He 
hurriedly catalyzed True Energy and stabilized himself. 

At that moment, James took the third step. 

At that moment, Empyrean Spiritual Energy gathered to form a wave of terrifying 
pressure and shredded throughout the air, making its way toward Magnus. 

However, as Magnus had braced himself this time, James‘ step did not affect him. 

Slowly, James ascended an invisible flight of stairs. With each step he took, his aura 
increased, and Magnus could feel an increasing pressure on his shoulders. 

“What?” 

“What martial art skill is this?” 

“James‘ aura is increasing!” 

“How terrifying!” 

“Look, Magnus won’t last any longer. Blood is trickling down his lips.” 

Many watched Magnus. 

By the time James took the thirty-third step, Magnus could no longer withstand the 
pressure. He could feel an overwhelming pressure on his shoulders. His body suffered 
internal injuries, and some of his meridians were destroyed. The Blood Energy inside 
his body churned, and unable to suppress them, he vomited a mouthful of blood. 

At that moment, James was already high up in the air. His aura had completely fused 
with heaven and earth. 

“What cultivation method is this?” Stunned, Marcello exclaimed, “How did his strength 
increase so drastically in such a short amount of time? Why have I never heard of this 
cultivation method?” 

Marcello was dumbfounded, and so too were the Outsiders. 

In the area where the earthlings were located, the earthlings could not believe their 
eyes. 



Thomas smiled brightly. “I told you that kid has something up his sleeves. What a 
powerful aura! Faced against him, I could not help but feel insignificant.” 

Thea smiled. “It appears that he already has a few plans on his mind. I think he stands a 
chance against Magnus.” 

Upon seeing James performed Sacrilegious Ascension and his ever–increasing aura, 
Thea was at ease. The outcome of the battle could swing either way. 

In the distance, James glanced downward at Magnus and said coldly, “Magnus, the 
battle has only just begun. Make your move.” 
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