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trying to flee for his life. He was unwilling to cast the Sacrilegious Ascension or use the 
Infinity Stele because it would cause unnecessary problems. He simply wanted to 
cultivate unbothered and improve his strength as soon as he could. 

After that, he would return to Earth and kill the Divinity Sect’s elder. 

Swoosh! 

After a myriad of thoughts flashed through his mind, James took a deep breath. He 
looked at Harold and said calmly, “Go ahead.” 

Harold replied nonchalantly, “Draw your weapon. It’ll be child’s play to crush you if 
you’re going in unarmed.” 

“If that’s the case, then I shall admit my defeat.” 

After weighing the pros and cons, James forfeited the match. 

The audience was shocked to hear James admit defeat. 

No one expected James to surrender before the match even started. 

Even Harold was blindsided. 

He knew James had impressive physical strength at the Immortal Ascension’s Fifth 
Stair. He still stood a chance against harold but chose to surrender instead. 

Under countless gazes, James slowly walked out of the arena. He arrived beside Yoan 
and said, “I’m sorry, Sir. I don’t think I stand a chance against Harold. Let’s give up on 
the opportunity to enter the Pagoda of Flames and head back.” 

James chose to give up. He did not want to be in the spotlight and risk exposing his 
trump cards. 

Anyway, he could still use them to rapidly enhance his strength in a short period, even if 
he lost the opportunity to enter the Pagoda of Flames. 

There was still nearly a year before the Grand Tournament. Plus, he also had the 
Celestial. Abode. 

He would have enough time to train himself if he entered the Time Chamber. 

The current competition was not that important to him. 



Thus, he chose to forfeit. 

Yoan nodded lightly and said, “Mhm. You’re indeed no match for him right now. It’s 

understandable, you’d choose to surrender. I’m not blaming you for it. On the contrary, 
I’m 

glad you didn’t lose your sensibility and tried to defeat a Grand Supernatural.” 

Yoan’s respect for James grew stronger. 

“Let’s go.” 

After a brief conversation with James, Yoan walked toward the Ancient Clan’s elder, 
Thoryn, and said, “Thank you for the hospitality you’ve provided us with in the past few 
days, Elder Thoryn. Since my disciple has forfeited the match, there’s no need for us to 
stay in your clan’s domain anymore so we’ll be taking our leave.” 

Thoryn’s brows furrowed. 

Although James was not from the Ancient Clan, Thoryn expected James to perform 
better than this. 

He knew James was strong and could definitely end up in the top ten if he had not gone 
against Harold. 

After a few seconds, Thoryn said, “Losing now doesn’t mean you’ve lost your chance 
completely. You still have some hope even after losing this match.” 

“Huh?” Yoan was confused. 

Thoryn explained, “After this round, twenty-six participants will be left. In the next round, 
there will be thirteen remaining. After the final round, only six will be left along with a 
single person who will advance without participating in the prior rounds. 

“These people will be eligible to enter the Pagoda of Flames. 

“However, there are still three spots remaining. In the name of fairness, all the defeated 
participants may join the survival round. The losers of the first round will be given a 
chance to challenge the losers of the second round. Then, the winner will move on to 
challenge the losers of the third round, and so on. If James can keep winning, he’ll still 
have a chance to enter the Pagoda of Flames.” 

Hearing this, Yoan sighed in relief. 

Yoan walked back to James and explained the competition’s rules. 



“James, you still have a chance. After seven spots are occupied, the losers from the 
previous fights will participate in a survival round. The losers of the first round will 
challenge the losers. of your round, and the winner will move on to challenge the losers 
of the third round. If you can keep a winning streak, you may still be able to enter the 
Pagoda of Flames.” 

“Is that so?” 

James’ face lit up with joy. He had already given up and was not expecting to still have 
a shot at entering the Pagoda of Flames. 

With his current strength, he could surely win if he did not have to duel against the 
strongest prodigies in the competition. 

In fact, he could win if he were to go against someone like Harold. However, he was not 
willing to expose his true strength. 

Yoan said with a smile, “Yeah, so we’ll stay for a few more days. After the top seven are 
determined, you can participate in the survival round.” 
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Knowing there was still a chance for him, James was delighted. 

After the seven people were determined, the other participants would all be relatively 
weaker. Thus, James was confident he could win the opportunity. 

“I’ll head back to rest first, Sir.” 

Since James had no matches today, he did not want to loiter around the area 
needlessly. 

Yoan frowned and said, “How can you go back to rest right now? You should watch the 
matches and learn more about your opponents. It’ll be beneficial to your next matches.” 
“Alright.” James relented. 

The remaining matches continued. 

Today’s matches were much faster than the previous day. 

In no time, the second round was over. Those who won their second matches chose 
new opponents and continued with their next matches. 



By nightfall, the top 13 were determined. 

Today’s matches came to an end. 

The qualifier matches were to commence the following day. 

The winners would directly gain a spot to enter the Pagoda of Flames, whereas the 
losers would have to wait for the losers of the previous rounds to challenge them. 

At night, James sat in the yard in a lotus position. Intense Empyrean Spiritual Energy 
surrounded his body. 

Suddenly, he heard footsteps approaching him. 

Creak. 

The courtyard’s door was pushed open, and a beautiful woman with an excellent figure 
wearing a blue dress walked inside. She was about 180 centimeters tall and had a slim 
figure with a dignified air around her. 

Yoan, who was sitting on a stone chair in the yard, stood up when he saw Quintina walk 
into their courtyard. He greeted her, “Good evening, Quintina.” 

Although he was an elder and Quintina was a disciple in Welkin Academy, they were 
within the Ancient Clan’s territory. Quintina was the daughter of the Ancient Clan’s 
leader. Thus, he did. not assert his seniority over her, instead, he was rather respectful 
to her. 

“Sir Yoan.” 

Quintina walked over and greeted him back. She saw James cultivating on the ground 
not far away, and she sensed the strong Empyrean Spiritual Energy in the courtyard. 
She felt the Empyrean Spiritual Energy around James’ body about to materialize. 

She was slightly surprised. 

“This is really strong Empyrean Spiritual Energy. Even I am unable to amass such 
strong Empyrean Spiritual Energy. How is he doing it?” 

Quintina was shocked. 

She was also a Grand Supernatural with a Supreme Spiritual Root, which gave her a 
higher affinity with Empyrean Spiritual Energy. She could gather Empyrean Spiritual 
Energy much faster than ordinary cultivators. 

However, that which she could not do was now being done by James with ease. 



It was inevitable that she would be stunned by him. 

Yoan explained with a smile, “It’s because he’s using a cultivation method handed down 
from the Primordial Age.” 

Quintina was envious of James. She said, “He must be really lucky to have obtained a 
cultivation method from the Primordial Age.” 

“By the way, what brings you here at such a late hour?” asked Yoan. 

Quintina replied, “Oh, right. Elder Thoryn asked me to inform you that tomorrow’s 
matches. will be postponed.” 

“What’s wrong?” 

Hearing this, Yoan was slightly taken aback. He asked, “Everything was going well. 
Why the sudden delay?” 

“Haah.” Quintina sighed. 

“Actually, it’s because of my father’s condition.” 

“What happened to the Ancient Clan’s leader?” 

Quintina explained, “My father was involved in an accident years ago. This is why he 
has been meditating in seclusion in recent years. His condition has deteriorated again. 
Elder Thoryn has summoned some of our clan’s powerhouses to help suppress the 
Demonic Energy in his body.” 

Startled, Yoan asked, “Demonic Energy? What exactly happened to him?” 
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“Sir Yoan, I’m sure you know that although the strong demons left the earth in ancient 
times, they left some of their minions behind-The Demon Race’s Fangs. 

“These Fangs were scattered throughout the Three Thousand Worlds. My father 
encountered a Fang and was injured by Demonic Art, causing him to be inflicted with 
Demonic Energy. 



“Since then, my father has been tortured by Demonic Energy and has been meditating 
in seclusion. By chance, it now happens to be the time to suppress the Demonic Energy 
in his body. If the elders don’t suppress it in time, then…” 

Quintina wore a worried expression. 

Yoan’s face became solemn. He never expected the Ancient Clan’s leader to have 
sustained such severe injury. 

James was also paying attention to their conversation. 

Hearing that it was related to Demonic Energy, James was slightly tempted to take 
action. He had a Demonic Body and was not afraid of Demonic Energy. He had the 
ability to dispel the Demonic Energy out of the Ancient Clan’s leader and absorb it to 
nourish his own body. 

However, he was in the Ancient Realm. 

The fact that he had a Demonic Body could not be exposed, or he would get into huge 
trouble. Yoan thought awhile and said, “How about I inform the Welkin Academy’s 
headmaster? With his strength and the Ancient Clan’s elders, maybe they could 
suppress the Demonic Energy in your father’s body. 

Quintina shook her head slightly and said, “It won’t work. The headmaster has known 
about it. since long ago. He came here a few years ago but couldn’t suppress the 
Demonic Energy within my father’s body.” 

“So the headmaster already knew…?” Yoan took a deep breath. 

“Haah.” Quintina sighed and said, “Sir Yoan, I’ll stop disturbing your rest and head back 
first.” After speaking, she turned around and left the courtyard. 

James did not say anything throughout the entire conversation. 

Although he could save her father, he was unwilling to risk exposing his identity. If he 
were to reveal his identity, it would not be as simple as one of the Divnity Sect’s elders 
coming after him. In likelihood, the entire Divinity Sect and the powerhouse of the 
Ancient Realm would target him. 

James continued to cultivate silently. 

At that moment, the Ancient Clan’s leader, Farley Gideon, sat in a lotus position in his 
seclusion sanctuary which was located in a cave on Mount Trinvard’s back mountain. 



Demonic Energy oozed out of Farley’s body. Surrounding him were some Ancient Clan 
elders. These elders all called forth their energy to suppress the Demonic Energy in 
Farley’s body. 

However, Demonic Energy grew stronger. 

Boom! 

A burst of potent Demonic Energy swept across and struck the eight elders. 

All the elders, including Thoryn, fell to the ground and spat out blood. 

Farley, on the other hand, collapsed to the ground feebly. 

“Clan Leader!” 

Ignoring their injuries, the elders got up from the ground. 

At that moment, Farley sat back up with difficulty. He was relatively young and looked 
about 

40 years old. However, his face was pallid and hardly had any color to it. 

He gently waved his hand and stopped the elders from approaching him. 

“I-I’m afraid I’m not going to make it.” 

Farley uttered weakly, “The Demonic Energy is terrifyingly strong. It’s rapidly destroying 
my body. I’ll be completely consumed by it in three days at most. Don’t announce my 
death. Recently, the Divinity Sect have been testing the waters. They’ll definitely seize 
the opportunity to destroy our clan if they find out about my death.” 

Hearing this, the elders had solemn faces. 

Farley said, “You’re all dismissed. Help me get Quintina here.” 

“Understood.” 

The elders left reluctantly. 

After a while, Quintina arrived. Seeing her father’s weak state and his body surrounded 
by Demonic Energy, her pretty face crumpled in worry. She quickly rushed over. 
“Father.” However, she was knocked away by the Demonic Energy before she could get 
close to him. 



She got up from the ground and stood nearby. She looked at Farley with tears in her 
eyes. 
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“I won’t make it. You’re the Ancient Clan’s only hope, Quintina. You’ll have to lead the 
clan in the future. I sent you to Welkin Academy to foster a good relationship with them 
to prevent the Divinity Sect from seizing the opportunity to destroy our clan when the 
news of my death spreads.” 

Farley knew his death was inevitable a long time ago. Thus, he has made arrangements 
ever since. 

He sent Quintina to the Welkin Academy because he wanted the Ancient Clan to 
establish a relationship with them. If the Ancient Clan encountered a crisis, the Welkin 
Academy would come to their aid. 

“Father, is there really no hope?” 

Quintina was not willing to give up. 

Farley replied weakly, “I’m beyond saving. I’ve been suppressing the Demonic Energy 
for so many years. My True Energy is almost exhausted. The Demonic Energy will 
overcome me when my True Energy is depleted. 

“You have to be strong, Quintina. You’re a Grand Supernatural and have limitless 
potential. It’s a pity I won’t be to last long enough to witness the day you achieve that 
potential.” 

Farley began walking her through the arrangements he had made in the event of his 
death. 

That night, James was occupied with many thoughts. 

He had learned of the condition of the Ancient Clan’s leader, and he had to ability to 
save him. 

However, James was worried about exposing himself if he lent a helping hand to Farley, 
as it would attract the attention of powerful opponents. 

At that moment, he sought out Sophie’s advice. 



Sophie said, “I can see that the Ancient Clan isn’t treacherous or evil. Just like Yoan, 
they are righteous people. Since you’re in their territory, it’d be beneficial to help them. 
My suggestion is to save him. You might even get a drop of their Ancient Blood as a 
reward. If they decide to betray you after saving their clan leader, then just run away. 
There are a lot more other realms among the Three Thousand Worlds. It’s not a must 
that you stay in the Ancient Realm.” 

Sophie provided her opinion on the matter. She thought it would be worth the gamble as 
the Ancient Clan would owe James a favor if James were to succeed. 

The Ancient Clan was the strongest in the Ancient Realm. Moreover, the clan leader 
was the strongest man in the Ancient Realm, meaning Farley was most likely the 
strongest person in the Three Thousand Worlds. It was worth the risk for such a 
powerful person to owe him a favor. 

Additionally, Sophie also mentioned that James would face many troublesome matters 
when he returned to Earth. It would be good for him to build rapport with powerful 
people. 

James thought about it for a while and concluded that Sophie’s analysis made sense. 

He decided to take a risk to secure a better future. 

Then, James stood up and turned to leave. 

Yoan noticed that James was about to leave the courtyard and could not help asking, 
“Where are you going?” 

James turned to Yoan and said, “I’m a little bored, so I’m going for a walk.” 

“Alright, go on. However, you’re in the Ancient Clan’s territory, so don’t recklessly 
wander around.” 

“Okay.” After the conversation with Yoan, James promptly departed. 

James did not know where the Ancient Clan’s leader was staying. He headed to Mount 
Trinvard and noticed a woman in a blue dress heading down the mountain before he 
could reach the mountain’s peak. 

Her eyes were bloodshot. It was evident she had been crying. 

James walked over and greeted her. “Quintina.” 

Quintina looked at James and asked, “It’s already late at night. Why are you roaming 
around instead of being in the courtyard?” 



James scanned their surroundings. After confirming no one was around, he whispered, 
“Is your father alright?” 

“What do you mean?” Quintina looked puzzled about why James came late at night to 
check on her father’s condition. 

James whispered again, “I have a way to get rid of the Demonic Energy in your father’s 
body.” 

“What?” Quintina was taken aback. 
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Quintina recovered from her initial shock after a few seconds, and her face darkened. 

“Do you find my misery entertaining, James? Who do you think you are? Do you think 
you’re the most powerful man in this world?” 

“I’m not lying, I really can help your father.” 

“That’s enough. Stop using my issues as a way to kill time. You’re Sir Yoan’s disciple, 
so I’ll overlook this for now, but don’t think I’ll take it lying down if you continue being 
impertinent.” 

Quintina did not believe James. 

How would a young man like James be able to do anything about the Demonic Energy 
that plagued her father when even he, himself was unable to treat it on his own? 

“It’s late, don’t wander around. There are many guards on Mount Trinvard. You might 
get mistaken for an assassin. Don’t say I didn’t warn you.” 

After speaking, Quintina turned around and left. 

“I’m serious about helping him.” 

James reached out his hand to grab Quintina’s. 

However, he was greeted by a powerful palm attack. 

James quickly dodged into the distance to avoid the attack. Then, he said gloomily, “Do 
you really not believe me?” 



Quintina replied coldly, “It’s not that I don’t want to believe you, James… But do you 
even know what Demonic Energy is? Do you know who my father is? Do you not know 
of my father’s strength? Even despite teaming up with our clan’s many elders, they 
couldn’t dispel the Demonic Energy! Yet, you’re telling me you can do it? Do you take 
me for a gullible. toddler?!” 

Since Quintina would not believe him, James had no other choice. 

The Divinity Sect’s leader, the Divine Holy Emperor, stood in a different courtyard at the 
same moment. 

He had been notified that tomorrow’s match was postponed. 

Sitting in the yard, he thought, ‘Has Farley reached his limit? After being tormented by 
Demonic Energy for so many years, it’s about time for him to kick the bucket. If he’s 
really about to die, then it’ll be the perfect opportunity to destroy the Ancient Clan. 
Without Farley, the Ancient Clan’s elders won’t be able to do anything.” 

He thought to himself and started making plans to destroy the Ancient Clan. 

He quietly stepped out of the protective formation encircling the Ancient Clan’s 
mountain and secretly transmitted some signals. 

After doing all this, he quietly snuck away. 

The Ancient Clan was not aware the Divine Holy Emperor brought his disciples into their 
territory for a different purpose. 

His goal was not just to bring his disciples to compete for a spot to enter the Pagoda of 
Flames but also to test the Ancient Clan’s strength. He wanted to use this opportunity to 
wipe out the entire Ancient Clan at once. After the Ancient Clan was gone, the Welkin 
Academy would be his final target. 

Meanwhile, James was still trying to persuade Quintina. 

However, Quintina refused to believe him no matter what he said. 

“Ms. Quintina, why don’t you believe me? You guys can’t do anything about his 
condition. anyway, so why don’t you just let me try? What if I’m able to do something?” 

Hearing this, Quintina fell into deep thought. 

After contemplating for a while, she looked at James and said, “Alright, I’ll trust. you for 
now and bring you to see my father.” 

In fact, she still did not believe James. 



However, she was left with no other options. Thus, she decided to wager her last shred 
of hope on James. 

Quintina led James up Mount Trinvard and returned to Farley’s seclusion sanctuary. 

“Why did you come back?” 

As soon as they reached, Farley’s feeble voice called out to them. 

James was shocked when he saw Farley sitting in a lotus position inside the cave, 
surrounded by Demonic Energy. 

Just then, the cells in his body began thrumming actively and his blood started to roil 
after being stimulated by the Demonic Energy released into the surroundings. 

“Quintina, wait outside.” 

After James took a deep breath, he dismissed Quintina. 

Farley looked at James and sputtered, “Quintina, who’s this man?” 
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Quintina explained, “Father, this is Sir Yoan’s disciple. He said he could save you, so I 
brought him here to see what he can do.” 

Farley showed Quintina a vulnerable expression when he heard the news. 

He understood how Quintina was feeling and did not want to disappoint her. He told her, 
“You can stay outside for the time being, Quintina. I’ll have a few words with him.” 

“Okay.” Quintina nodded and turned to leave. 

After she left, Farley’s gaze turned to James. With a faint smile, he asked, “Young man, 
you were sent by the Divinity Sect, weren’t you? The Divine Holy Emperor didn’t intend 
to bring his disciples into our territory just to gain a spot in the Pagoda of Flames, right? 
He’s trying to find out whether I’m still alive.” 

Farley thought James was a spy sent by the Divine Holy Emperor from the Divinity Sect. 
James’ brows furrowed, and he replied, “What are you talking about? I’m a disciple of 
the Welkin Academy. My teacher is Sir Yoan. I’ve nothing to do with the Divinity Sect.” 



“That’s enough. You can go back and tell the Divine Holy Emperor that I’m not dead yet. 
He’ll have to think twice if he wants to take action against the Ancient Clan.” 

James did not leave. Instead, he strode toward Farley. 

Farley wanted to knock James out of the cave. However, a thought suddenly occurred 
to him, and his eyes widened. 

“Y-You’re not being affected by the Demonic Energy?” 

The Demonic Energy in his body was oppressive, and no one could get close to him. 
Yet, this young man was getting near him without being affected. It was not surprising 
that Farley would feel shocked. 

James sat down beside Farley. 

He looked at Farley with a faint smile and said, “I told you I could save you. Did you 
think I was joking? Tell me how you got injured and why you’re inflicted with Demonic 
Energy?” 

Farley looked at James in shock. After a while, he took a deep breath. 

“It’s a long story that happened many years ago. About twenty years ago, a Fang from 
the Demon Race approached me, and we ended up battling each other. I got injured in 
that fight and was tainted with its Demonic Energy. I’ve secluded myself all these 
years…” 

Farley briefly explained the incident. Then, he looked at James and asked, “Who exactly 
are you? How are you unaffected by the Demonic Energy?” 

Sitting before the Ancient Clan’s leader, who was likely the strongest person in the 
Three Thousand Worlds, James did not hide the truth. He replied honestly, “Actually, 
I’m not from the Ancient Realm. I’m from Earth.” 

“While I was still relatively weak, I died once on Earth. Fortunately, I was saved by a 
secret 

benefactor and she used a sacred object from the Demon Race to reform my body. 

“I have a Demonic Body, so naturally, I’m not repelled by Demonic Energy.” 

James still had the Celestial Abode, and Sophie was waiting inside. 

Although Sophie could not help him kill a person, she could still help him escape. Thus, 
James was not afraid of Farley. If Farley were to target him, he could easily escape. 



“Haah.” 

After hearing this, Farley took a deep breath. 

“I wouldn’t have expected a young man like you to have gone through so much.” 

James said, “After I learned of your condition, I agonized for a long time before deciding 
to save you, Sir Gideon. The people in the Sealed Realm aren’t friendly toward humans 
from Earth and are even more hostile toward demons. I’ll be in big trouble if people 
discover I have a Demonic Body. I’m disclosing the truth to you because I trust you. I 
hope you help me keep it a secret. If you agree to do so, I’ll help you get rid of the 
Demonic Energy in your body.” Hearing this, Farley nodded and said, “I promise not to 
say a thing.” 

“Thank you for trusting me, Sir Gideon.” 

After speaking, James immediately stretched out his hand and put his palm on Farley’s 
chest. He activated his cultivation method and forcefully drew out the Demonic Energy 
within Farley’s body. 

The Demonic Energy instantly cloaked James’ body. However, he was not hurt by the 
Demonic Energy and it sustained his body instead. 
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