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Meanwhile, the creatures gathered outside the mountain hurriedly retreated to the rear 
upon seeing the fight for fear of being pulled into the conflict. 

“Consider yourself lucky.I’ll let you go this time.” 

The moment they exchanged blows, James immediately knew how powerful the 
Celestial Ants were. 

Though he was confident he could annihilate them, he knew he would certainly suffer 
injuries during the battle. 

Since this was not yet the time to obtain the ultimate providence, there was no need to 
waste his time here. 

With the propulsion of the impact, he swiftly made his escape. 

In an instant, he appeared before Qusai, Brielle, and Maxine and casually waved his 
hand. 

Powerful energy materialized in his palm, dragging them into the Celestial Abode. 

Then, he swiftly fled the area. 

Maveth did not give chase. 

After James left, he transformed back into human form and collapsed to the ground, his 
life hanging by a thread. 

“Boss.” 

Kakush transformed back into human form as well and hurriedly walked over to him, 
asking with concern, “Are you alright?” 

Maveth sat on the ground. 

There was a bloody wound on his chest, and his face was unusually pale as he cursed, 
“I underestimated James! He’s much stronger compared to when he first fought against 
Yorick.” 

As he spoke, he grimaced and pulled out a healing elixir to heal his injuries. 

Beside him, Kakush, who was also injured, was healing his injuries as well. 



He asked, “What should we do now?” 

Maveth thought about it and said, “There’s no need to worry.Two War Orders have yet 
to appear.We still have a chance.He got us this time because we underestimated 
him.The next time I encounter him, I’ll be able to annihilate him with ease as long as I’m 
in peak condition.” 

He did not give chase. 

That was because he had suffered injuries, and this could affect his performance in 
battle. 

Besides, James was no pushover. 

Even if he gave chase, he might not be able to defeat him and seize his War Order 
anyway. 

At that moment, James was now far away from Mount Penyet. 

He knew that the War Order in his possession would attract the attention of many. 

So, he did not head over to populated areas and ventured deep into the mountains and 
forests instead. 

After arriving at a secluded spot, he entered the Celestial Abode. 

Inside the Celestial Abode… 

The moment James appeared, Brielle asked, “How did it go, James? Are you alright?’ 
James dispersed Sacrilegious Ascension, the power of dragon bones, and Elemental 
Inversion, before sitting in a lotus position on the ground and catalyzing the Demonic 
Energy inside his body to heal the lingering effects of Sacrilegious Ascension. 

“I’m fine.” 

Wearing a grim expression, he said, ”I never thought that the Celestial Ants would be 
this powerful.I thought I could overwhelm any living being with my current 
strength.However, I can’t even pierce through the defense of a Celestial Ant.” 

Qusai said, “This is normal.The Celestial Ants are terrifying.An ordinary Celestial Ant 
possessed physical strength comparable to the Sage Rank at the moment of birth.” 

“By the way, are you alright, Maxine?” 

Maxine was sitting by the side lifelessly. 



With much gratitude, she said, “I’m alright, James.Thank you for saving me.” 

James smiled and said, “I’m glad to hear that.However, I didn’t manage to kill them this 
time.I will avenge you the next time.” 

Maxine shook her head slightly and said, “Ultimately, this only happened because my 
rank is too insignificant.” 

Maxine possessed an unparalleled Demonic Body, not to mention that she was nurtured 
by the Azurean Clan of the Demon Realm. 

To nurture her, the Azurean Clan‘s Patriarch even helped her search for a Yogacara. 

She was strong, but her rank was too weak. 

Those who entered the ruins of the Ancient Heavenly Court were commonly at the Sage 
Rank’s Tenth Stage. 

Someone like Brielle even reached the Fifteenth Stage. 

Given time, Maxine’s rank would increase.She was sufficiently strong and terrifying. 

“By the way, what should we do next, James?” Qusai asked. 

James said, “There’s no need to do anything.We just have to wait for the Thirty-three 
Stages Celestial Palace to open and seize the ultimate providence.” 
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and only two remained. 

Once the final two appeared and the Thirty-three Stages Celestial Palace opened, the 
time would be ripe for competing for the ultimate providence. 

James had no idea what the Thirty-three Stages Celestial Palace looked like. 

Now, he could only wait in anticipation. 

He believed that the final two would soon appear, and he would soon enter the Thirty-
three Stages Celestial Palace. 

Soon, the injuries inside his body recovered. 



They did not linger for long inside the Celestial Abode. 

Instead, they concealed themselves in this dense foliage and temporarily stayed in the 
forest. 

At the peak of a mountain, James was sitting in a lotus position on the ground. 

Pensive, he gazed at the undulating mountain range in the distance Brielle walked 
toward him and sat beside him. 

Seeing that James was silent, he asked, ”A penny for your thoughts?” 

James collected himself and said, “I’ve been in closed-door meditation for some time, 
and I thought my strength was enough to overwhelm all odds.However, faced with the 
Celestial Ants, I realized that my strength is far weaker than I thought.I’m pondering 
what sort of powerful figures would appear when the time comes to compete for the 
ultimate providence.” 

Brielle said smilingly, “Everything is preordained by fate.There’s no need to force the 
issue.” 

James smiled faintly. 

If this was other providences, he would certainly seek to obtain them by any means 
necessary. 

However, he did not have much desire at this time. 

Perhaps this was not as useful to him on his cultivation journey. 

He needed to experience the Three Apocalypses and Nine Tribulations one step at a 
time. 

That was the only way to reach the pinnacle of his strength. 

However, he did not wish for the other creatures to obtain this providence. 

James looked at Brielle beside him and said, “If I do obtain this providence, I’ll offer it to 
you.” 

Brielle was stunned. 

At that moment, she had no idea what James meant. 

This was a providence countless creatures dreamed of possessing, yet here was James 
promising he would present it to her as a gift. 



“T-To me?” 

“Mhm.” 

James nodded and said, “Back then at the Lachlans in the Demon Realm, I stole your 
clan’s bodhi tree.You also gave me the Elixir of Nine Deaths…” 

“Alright, enough of this.” 

Brielle’s face darkened. 

She thought James wanted to give her the providence because he had a crush on her. 

She did not expect a reason like this. 

Displeased, she did not accept James’ kind offer. 

Instead, she stood up and turned to leave. 

James merely smiled and said nothing. 

There was still some time left till the Thirty-three Stages Celestial Palace opened. 

Now, the only thing he needed to do was increase his strength as much as possible in a 
short period of time. 

However, now that only two War Orders remained, they should appear soon. 

With what limited time he had, he would not have time to increase his rank anymore. 

“What should I do?’ James contemplated. 

How would he increase his strength if he did not increase his rank? After some 
contemplation, he believed that the only way was to boost his swordsmanship. 

Now, he had gained insight into the Third Sword Realm And the Fourth Sword Realm. 

Once these two combined with the First and Second Sword Realms, the power 
generated would be immense. 

“Sword Realm… 

“Sword Will…Sword Intent…” 

James shut his eyes. 



However, though he contemplated for a long time, he could not figure anything out. 

He believed he should consult a powerful figure. 
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Celestial Abode. 

At the City Lord’s Mansion of the Celestial Abode, the Spirit Tool stood beside James 
while leaning on a cane and greeted him respectfully, “Master…” 

James looked at him and asked, “Spirit Tool, how much do you know about the Sword 
Realm of the Ancestral Sword Master?” 

The Spirit Tool shook his head and said, “The Ancestral Sword Master is a figure of the 
Primeval Age.Though his swordsmanship was passed down, his self-created Five Great 
Sword Realms are still the standards of swordsmanship in the contemporary 
age.However, I only have a superficial understanding of the matter.Perhaps even you 
know more than I do.” 

Hearing this, James was dismayed. 

The Spirit Tool was an extremely powerful figure, and he wished to seek his advice. 

The Spirit Tool also knew why James came to seek his advice.He thought about it and 
said, “From my understanding, the First and Second Sword Realms are simple.As long 
as you cultivate hard, your efforts will eventually bear fruit.However, the same can’t be 
said about the Third and Fourth Realms.The Third Realm, especially, makes the human 
heart elusive, just like swordsmanship.Master, if you’re feeling rudderless, I have a few 
suggestions I’d like to make.” 

Hearing this, James looked at him and asked, “What suggestions?” 

The Spirit Tool said, “You once slaughtered and hacked your way through the 
Tribulation World for thirty thousand years.Throughout the entire period, killing intent 
was born.If you can effectively utilize the killing intent and infuse it into your 
swordsmanship, you might be able to create a terrifying one.”Hearing this, James was 
deep in thought. 

“Thank you for your advice.” 



James did not linger for long in the Celestial Abode.He arrived at the peak of a 
mountain outside and instructed the Spirit Tool to set up a Time Formation.He stayed 
inside the Time Formation and began to comprehend what the Spirit Tool had said. 

Back then when he experienced the tribulations on Planet Galileo, he headed to the 
Tribulation World and slaughtered his way through for tens of thousands of years. 

Countless years of senseless slaughter had caused powerful Murderous Energy and 
killing intent to accumulate inside his body. 

In the beginning, the killing intent was terrifying. 

However, as time went by, he could slowly control the killing intent and suppress them 
inside his body. 

Otherwise, with his killing intent alone, he would be able to scare off many powerful 
figures. 

Even though he could now control them, this killing intent would surface whenever he 
was enraged. 

His aura could only instill fear in the hearts of his enemies, but at the moment, he could 
not use this power to deal with his enemies yet. 

At the peak of the mountain, James shut his eyes, and the Murderous Energy 
materialized from within his body. 

Immediately, this aura changed completely. 

Like a ruthless killing machine, his hair stood up, and his expression was horrifying. 

A few people were gathered in the distance—Brielle, Maxine, and Qusai. 

The three knew that James was inside the Time Formation. 

At the moment, they could sense a powerful killing intent. 

Maxine furrowed her eyebrows and said, “What the hell is James doing? Why is there 
such a terrifying killing intent?” 

Qusai stared at James who was inside the Time Formation. 

After some time, he said, “I really don’t know how James managed to have such 
immense Murderous Energy inside his body.However, he seems to be trying to control 
this power.” 



“What a freak,” Brielle murmured. 

The three simply watched from the sidelines. 

James’ aura kept undergoing fluctuations. 

At times, his killing intent would gush out. 

Sometimes, they would be suppressed. 

Then, James would perform a sword dance. 

The three had no idea what James was cultivating nor what he was ruminating over. 

They waited outside the Time Formation for a whole month. 

A month later, sensing something, Qusai and Brielle swiftly took out their War Orders. 

The War Orders had become transparent, and immense power materialized from within 
them. 

“Is the Thirty-three Stages Celestial Palace about to open?” 

Qusai exclaimed as he watched the War Order change in his hand. 
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times. 

Sometimes, one would be able to comprehend the matter as thoughts raced through 
one’s mind. 

At other times, however, one would not be able to gain any insight even if one entered a 
closed-door meditation for millennia. 

James was currently experiencing the latter. 

To fuse the Murderous Energy into swordsmanship, he would first need to control the 
Murderous Energy in his body and transform them into power. 

This was extremely difficult. 



After making numerous attempts throughout a long period of time, he was only barely 
able to use it. 

Before he could imbue the Murderous Energy into his swordsmanship, the War Orders 
reacted. 

He hurriedly stopped, took out his War Order, and walked out of the Time Formation. 

At the same time, Brielle and Qusai stood up. 

Seeing that James walked out of the Time Formation, Brielle said, “The War Order has 
reacted.All thirty-three War Orders must have appeared.The Thirty-three Stages 
Celestial Palace is about to open.” 

“Mhm.” 

James nodded. 

Qusai asked, “How did your closed-door meditation go, James?” 

James shook his head slightly and said, ‘Not much progress.I can only take one step at 
a time.The Gorger has yet to appear.I guess I can only meet up with her in the Thirty-
three Stages Celestial Palace.” 

Based on James’ original plan, he wanted to team up with the Gorger. 

By combining their strength, they could overwhelm against all odds. 

At that moment, the War Orders in their hands became more and more transparent. 

In the end, it materialized into a white light and entered James’ body. 

The same was true for Qusai and Brielle. 

Their War Orders materialized into a white light and entered his body. 

At that moment, an immense power came from inside their bodies and pulled them into 
the sky. 

Next, a fissure appeared in the sky, and they entered the fissure before vanishing 
without a trace. 

James’ vision blurred. 

When he reappeared, he was at an unknown place. 



He scanned his surroundings and noticed that this was a huge arena that was 
surrounded by mysterious halos. 

“An arena?” 

James was puzzled. 

As he scanned his surroundings, he noticed creatures were appearing all around him. 

There were a total of thirty-three of them. 

“Welcome.” 

Just as everyone was puzzled, a voice boomed. 

“Wh-Who’s there?” 

Everyone was puzzled as they scanned their surroundings. 

As the voice boomed, a black light descended from the sky and formed the figure of an 
elderly man. 

The man was wearing a black robe that had a cape that blocked his face. 

As such, his appearance could not be discerned. 

He was leaning on a cane. 

Thirty-three creatures looked at the elderly man at the center of the arena. 

None spoke. 

The elderly man scanned his surroundings and murmured, “Are these the most 
distinguished individuals of our times? Looks promising I must say.” 

Someone asked, “Sorry, but who are you?” 

“Haha…” 

The elderly man laughed and said, “I’m the final guardian of the Celestial Palace and 
the ultimate providence of the Heavenly Court.Your arrival speaks volumes about your 
strength.Next, allow me to briefly describe the rules of the competition. 

“There are a total of thirty-three stages in the arena.This is the first stage.Each time a 
person is disqualified, you’ll progress to the next stage until only one remains.That final 
remaining person would have successfully ascended the Thirty-three Stages and would 



obtain the ultimate providence of the Ancient Heavenly Court Age – Leap out of the 
Three Dimensions, Relinquish the Five Elements.From today onwards, you will no 
longer be constrained by the Heavenly Path.” 

Just like that, everyone now knew the rules. 

It was a battle royale. 

At each stage, they would have to disqualify someone, and only a single one will remain 
in the end. 

Sensing the thoughts of the participants, the Guardian said smilingly, “This is not as 
simple as you think it is.You don’t disqualify others by killing them.Instead, you deplete 
the energy level of their War Orders.” 
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The Guardian continued, “Now, the War Orders have completely merged with your 
body.They have also transformed into a crystal inside your body.Whenever you receive 
damage, the crystal formed by the War Orders will receive damage.When the crystal 
completely disappears, you’ll be disqualified.” 

Hearing this, many began to inspect their bodies. 

James did the same.He realized that there was a crystal -like object in the elixir field 
near his abdomen. 

“Don’t underestimate the crystal.This is a providence as well.After being shattered, its 
power will be completely absorbed by your body, and your Sage Energy and physical 
strength will be boosted.So, no matter the outcome in the end, each of you would 
receive a providence by arriving at this arena.” 

The Guardian’s voice boomed. 

“Of course, the level of destruction of your crystal is correlated with your strength.The 
stronger you are, the slower your crystal will accumulate damage whenever you are 
attacked.As long as the crystal isn’t shattered, you won’t suffer any injuries no matter 
the power of the opponent’s attack.” 

Hearing this, everyone froze. 



Would they truly not suffer any injuries? How magical! After collecting himself, James 
took a deep breath and scanned his surroundings. 

He realized that the arena was huge. 

All thirty-three fighters would have enough space to fight to their heart’s content. 

After scanning his surroundings, he found Qusai. 

Accelerating his speed, he walked toward Qusai and met up with him. 

“Qusai.” 

“James.” 

The two greeted each other. 

James also noticed Brielle.Her current whereabouts were a distance away from them, 
and she was currently at a corner. 

“Let’s go find Brielle,” James said. 

Then, the two hurriedly left and met up with Brielle. 

Soon, they found her. 

In the meantime, the Guardian had been explaining the rules of the tournament. 

There would be no restrictions whatsoever. 

All participants were allowed to use any weapons, cultivation methods, and any means. 

The objective was to attack the opponent and deplete the energy of their crystals. 

In fact, they would be helping them refine their crystals. 

After all, the Guardian had explained that the crystal was a providence as well. 

Once the crystal shattered, energy would pour out and increase one’s strength. 

How much one’s strength could increase was unknown, however. 

James would have to wait for someone’s crystal to shatter and merge with their body to 
find out. 



“Of course, throughout the battle, you’re allowed to form groups.Fight to your heart’s 
content, everyone.The last one standing would obtain the ultimate providence.By then, 
reaching the Emperor Rank would only be a matter of time.” 

Then, the Guardian vanished without a trace. 

Immediately, the creatures in the arena hurriedly retreated and maintained a certain 
distance from the others for fear of being ambushed. 

“James.” 

A melodious voice could be heard. 

James turned around and saw a young lady about eighteen years of age running toward 
him. 

Wearing a purple dress, the girl had purple hair. 

Her features were glamorous and immaculate, just like a doll. 

“Feb?” 

James looked at the beautiful lady before him.He figured that this was Feb the Gorger. 

However, he had never seen her human form. 

“That’s me.” 

Feb nodded her head and said smilingly, “I’ve been searching all over the place for you, 
James.I never thought we would only meet again after the Thirty-three Stages Celestial 
Palace opened.” 

James looked at her and nodded satisfactorily, saying, “Not bad.You’re already in 
human form.If we combine our strengths, we’ll be able to overwhelm everyone else.” 

Feb’s appearance gave James confidence. 
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She was a Gorger from the Gorger bloodline. 

Ever since the Primeval Age, there had not been a single Ancestral God. 



However, some were infinitely close to becoming an Ancestral God. 

The Grand Patriarch of the Targwyns’ and the Gorger—Feb’s father—were among 
them. 

By combining their forces, they could certainly overwhelm against all odds. 

Qusai fixed his gaze on Feb. 

He could not believe that this harmless -looking girl would be a Gorger. 

“Y-You’re the Gorger that slaughtered your way through Yandul?” Qusai asked 
puzzledly. 

Feb said arrogantly, “Don’t look at me with those condescending eyes.I don’t feel 
comfortable.” 

Qusai immediately turned away. 

Brielle stepped forward and said, “Alright now, enough of this.What should we do next?” 

James scanned his surroundings. 

The surrounding creatures had already retreated to the rear and maintained a safe 
distance away from everyone else for fear of being ambushed. 

James also noticed a few familiar faces. 

Lucifer of the Hadean Clan, Yorick of the Athurans, Maveth of the Celestial Ant Race, 
Milo the Primordial Demonic Ape, and many others were there. 

They were all solitary. 

Apparently, they had no idea they could form teams. 

However, at this critical moment, it was too late. 

“Let’s not rush things,” 

James said, “This is only the first stage, so let’s not be hasty for now.The crystal won’t 
heal automatically after suffering damage.This means that we need to last until the end 
with a single crystal.If we can’t be the last ones standing, we will lose the ultimate 
providence.” 

James began analyzing the situation. 



Since the battle had only just begun, there was no need to make a move just yet. 

Now, they only had to wait. 

As the four of them were gathered together, no one would dare approach them. 

At that moment, every creature had retreated to a relatively safe spot in the arena. 

They seemed to share the same opinion as James. 

They planned to stay by the sidelines and wait for others to be disqualified to be the one 
who ultimately benefits in the end. 

In the blink of an eye, ten minutes passed. 

No one made a move. 

“Enough waiting already.” 

James clenched his fists and said, “At times like this, we should take the initiative and 
attack.” 

At that moment, he catalyzed Elemental Inversion and summoned the power of the 
dragon bones.He did not use Sacrilegious Ascension. 

That was because he would be temporarily weakened after dispersing Sacrilegious 
Ascension. 

As this battle was endless, he could not allow himself to be weakened. 

Once someone seized the window of opportunity and attacked, he could be disqualified. 

The Crepe Myrtle Divine Sword materialized in his hand. 

As he scanned his surroundings, he was in a bind as he said, “Who should we attack?” 

Wearing a grim expression, Qusai said, “Those in the arena are some of the most 
terrifying prodigies from all corners of the universe.They all possess terrifying 
strength.None of them is a pushover.” 

Brielle nodded and said, ”I agree.” 

Feb said nonchalantly, “In that case, let’s just randomly pick one to beat up.” 

She scanned his surroundings and pointed in the southwest direction, saying, “I choose 
him.” 



James and the others turned to look in the southwest direction. 

Feb was pointing at a thirty-year-old-looking man.He was about 180 centimeters tall and 
had a sturdy build.His face was round, his eyebrows were thick, and he had a rough 
expression. 

Sensing something, the man looked at James and the gang. 

Seeing that they were all looking at him, his blood ran cold as he thought to himself, 
‘Don’t tell me that they plan to attack me..”This creature came from a terrifying world in 
the universe. 
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