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contentedly. As for James, he kept a certain distance from the elder.

He could not shake the persistent feeling that something was wrong.
“Who are you?” James looked at the elder puzzledly.

“‘“Ahem.” The elder straightened his posture, cleared his throat, and said
solemnly, “Young man, listen carefully. | am the Head of Tempris House at the
Verde Academy and one of the top ten powerhouses of the academy. | place
third amongst these ten powerhouses.

“So, are you impressed?” He gazed at James, his old face lighting up with a
bright smile. James attempted to gauge the elder’s cultivation rank, but it
seemed the latter had mastered a technique to obscure his aura. James could
not ascertain his exact cultivation base.

Nonetheless, being ranked third in the Verde Academy was sufficient to
denote his formidable abilities. At the very least, he must have reached the
Late Boundless Rank of the Caelum Acme Rank.

“Beginning today, you’ll be a disciple of the Tempris House,” the Head of
Tempris House declared as he stroked his beard solemnly. He continued, “In
fact, it is only fitting that we arrange a grand initiation ceremony after
successfully recruiting such a promising disciple. It'll undoubtedly

astonish the other academies.

“It's set. That'll be the plan.” The man smiled warmly, directing his gaze at
James. He then asked, “Young man, what is your name?”

James matched his seriousness and responded, “| am James Caden.”

“That’s a nice name. For the time being, make yourself at home in the
Tempris House. There are numerous spiritual mountains within this domain,
and this entire area falls under my jurisdiction. Feel free to explore as you
wish. I'll notify the other academies and extend invitations to their Heads for
your initiation ceremony,” the Head of Tempris House concluded before
disappearing, leaving James in a state of bewilderment.



Had he truly become a disciple of the Verde Academy? He had some
understanding of the Verde Academy. It had five major branches, and the
Tempris House was one of them. Other than that, the specifics were unclear
to him.

“‘Hey, you there, come here.” James gestured to a cunninglooking disciple
standing not too far away. This particular disciple was part of the group that
escorted him up the mountain earlier. He seemed to be in his twenties. He
wore a white robe and had a rather striking appearance. However, his
cultivation rank was not exactly impressive-merely at the Late Stage of the
Terra Acme Rank. He was far from reaching the Boundless, even within the
various realms.

In the former Chaos District, a cultivation base of this level would have one
regarded as a powerhouse. Yet, within the

Nine Districts where powerhouses were plentiful, it became rather modest.

The young man approached James with a bright smile and called out, “Did
you ask for me?”

James asked sincerely, “Can you tell me about the background of the Tempris
House? Why does a substantial academy like this have so few disciples?”

“Well...” the young man hesitated for a moment.

“Cut the rambling and get to the point!” James yelled, making the young man
tremble.

“Quite some time ago, the Tempris House used to flourish with a multitude of
disciples. However, due to an

unfortunate event, it underwent a drastic change. Its talent pool dwindled, and
now, hardly any living beings are willing to become part of the Tempris
House.”

Intrigued by this revelation, James inquired, “What event?”

“‘Um, I'm afraid | can’t reveal that. It would be best you asked the master
directly.” With evident apprehension, the young man hurriedly scuttled away.



James stroked his chin and muttered, “There’s definitely something going on
here.”

Releasing his Zen, he surveyed the Tempris House and sensed the presence
of the Head of Tempris House on a spiritual mountain. In a swift motion,
James vanished from his original position and materialized beside the Head of
Tempris House the next instant.

However, upon arriving, James was startled by what he saw. The area was
blanketed in graves. As far as he could see, there were potentially millions of
them. Taken aback by the scene, he could not restrain himself from inquiring,
“Why are there so many graves here?”
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this spiritual mountain, rendering it a dense expanse that looked somewhat
terrifying. James looked at the Head of Tempris House in confusion.

“I killed them,” said the Head of Tempris House. He gazed at James. Right
then, his weathered face carried a hint of sorrow, and in that fleeting instant,
he seemed to have aged significantly.

“What happened?” James inquired, puzzled.
“They made a mistake,” the Head of Tempris House began.

‘Does making a mistake mean they have to die?” James asked, his gaze fixed
upon the myriad of graves ahead. “It's impossible that such a large number of
living beings could all have made mistakes.”

However, the Head of Tempris House remained reticent. In a blink, he
disappeared from James’ view. Filled with uncertainty, James also left the
location, proceeding to explore other areas within the Tempris House.

Still, the expansive Tempris House exuded an air of serenity. While the
Tempris House should have accommodated thousands of spiritual mountains,
only four disciples were in attendance. They were the same four individuals
James had encountered in the city earlier.

At the peak of a spiritual mountain stood a manor encircled by a sea of vibrant
flowers. An exquisite woman was engrossed in delicately pruning the



branches within this floral area. Upon sensing James’ presence, she emerged
gracefully from the midst of the blossoms and advanced toward him, guiding
him into the manor.

“Hey, | forgot to introduce myself earlier. I'm Xenia Qareem, a disciple of the
Tempris House,” Xenia greeted with a smile. She was dressed in a white
gown that exuded purity and a saintly aura. Her beauty was particularly
captivating when she smiled, and two subtle dimples adorned the corners of
her mouth.

She gestured for James to take a seat, and as he settled down, she presented
him with spiritual berries as a treat. James did not hold back. He casually
picked up a berry and began nibbling on it as he asked, “I noticed numerous
graves on the nearby spiritual mountain. When | asked the Head about it, he
admitted to being responsible for the deaths. Could you shed some light on
this?”

“Ah,” upon hearing those words, Xenia sighed in response.
‘What’s wrong? Why can’t you tell me?” James furrowed his brow.

“It's not that | can’t tell you,” Xenia replied. “It’s just that the master doesn't like
to bring up this matter. But, him allowing you to visit the graveyard means he
intends to tell you about it. Besides, since you're going to join the Tempris
House, it’'s important for you to be aware of these things.”

Intrigued by her response, James’ curiosity was further piqued.

After a moment of silence, Xenia continued, “Many years ago, the Tempris
House thrived and flourished. It boasted numerous disciples and stood as the
strongest among the Five Houses of the Verde Academy. During that time, a
senior disciple embarked on a journey to gain experience. However, he
committed an unforgivable mistake while in the outside world.

“According to the academy’s regulations, his actions entailed execution. The
incident even caught the attention of the Headmaster of the Verde Academy.
The master personally appealed for clemency, but his efforts were in vain. He
engaged in a conflict with the Headmaster and contended that the matter was
an internal affair of the Tempris House that needed to be addressed within our
own walls.



“During that tense juncture, the senior disciple knelt in the academy’s main
hall, refusing to admit his wrongdoing.

Countless disciples of the Tempris House beseeched for leniency on his
behalf. In response, the master warned that anyone who pleaded for mercy
would meet their demise. Within the confines of the Tempris House, millions
of disciples implored for mercy. Consumed by anger, the master, in a moment
of fury, ended their lives.” Xenia recounted this fragment of history.

“Afterward, the master managed to regain his composure. He was
overwhelmed with remorse and self-blame and spent all these years carrying
the weight of his actions,” Xenia added.

James was left in a state of shock upon hearing this. He did not expect the
Tempris House of the Verde Academy to have such a profound history.a
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“What mistake did the senior disciple of the Tempris House make that led the
Head of Tempris House to take such drastic measures? Why did he go so far
as to wage a war and even kill a million disciples who pleaded for mercy at the
Tempris House?”

“Ah,” Xenia let out a soft sigh. She refrained from delving into the specifics of
the senior disciple’s mistake. “After that incident, the master was labeled as a
demon, leading to a steady exodus of disciples. Many either left the academy
altogether or joined other houses. As news of this incident spread, no living
being was willing to join the Tempris House anymore. Despite the favorable
treatment its disciples received, no one was willing to sign up,” she continued.

Hearing this, James seemed to have grasped the situation.

“Considering all of this information, do you still intend to join the Tempris
House?” Xenia gazed at him and said, “If you're not inclined, no one will force
you, including the master.”

“Why not?” James sported a smile and said, “The Tempris House boasts
numerous spiritual mountains. It's peaceful and ideal for my cultivation.”

He redirected the conversation and asked, “Yet, I'm genuinely curious about
what the senior disciple of the Tempris House did wrong. What prompted the



Head of Tempris House to take such drastic actions, even killing numerous
innocent disciples who begged for mercy?”

Xenia held her silence in response to this question. She was unwilling to
share, which James understood. With that, he took his leave.

After uncovering the truth behind the incident, he chose not to leave the
Tempris House. Instead, he believed it to be an appropriate location for his
cultivation. He discovered a spiritual mountain nearby, which harbored a
potent Accumulation Formation and an abundance of Empyrean Spiritual
Energy. However, the peak’s building was somewhat run-down, bearing
traces of dust as if it had long been uninhabited.

Upon settling on the spiritual mountain, James quickly started tidying up. In
just a short moment, the entire area gleamed with cleanliness. Next, adjacent
to the manor, he set up an Insulation Formation to halt the escape of his aura
and thwart Zen probing. After that, he set up a time formation.

James took a seat in the manor and took out an Acmean Berry. It hovered
before him, emitting a faint glow. This radiance formed enigmatic inscriptions,
signifying that the berry held immensely formidable energy.

“What a remarkable Acmean Berry.” James was filled with wonder.

Without further ado, he began his cultivation. This time, his goal was to absorb
the essence of the Acmean Berry and integrate it into the Eternal Boundless
Supreme Path.

Moreover, he aimed to attain an unfathomable realm within this Path.

Upon arriving in the Endlos, he realized how feeble his strength was. Any
random powerhouse would be able to effortlessly overpower him. If he wanted
to flourish within the Nine Districts of Endlos, he needed unmatched power.

While James meditated in seclusion, the Head of Tempris House occupied a
seat in the main hall of the Tempris House. He was accompanied by two men
and two women, the final disciples of the Tempris House.

“‘How did you come across James?” the Head of Tempris House inquired.

Xenia replied, “He came of his own accord. We merely brought him back
forcefully.”



The Head of Tempris House stroked his beard and muttered to himself,
“‘James is not an ordinary person. His physical strength is terrifyingly
formidable, and although his current realm isn’t exceptional, his entrance into
the Boundless implies that with proper cultivation, he will undoubtedly evolve
into a powerhouse. The Tempris House has faced setbacks within the Five
Houses of the Verde Academy on multiple occasions. This time, we must
seize this opportunity and secure recognition in the competition.”

“‘Master, if there’s nothing else, we shall depart,” Xenia stated.

Disappointed by their lack of advancement, the Head of Tempris House
remarked, “Go ahead. Go. You are all rather average. If only you were more
talented, | wouldn’t be faced

with such difficulties.”

The four disciples exited the main hall, refraining from uttering a word. Their
abilities were indeed not considered impressive. They left the hall,
disheartened.
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was meditating in seclusion in a time formation. The Acmean Berry drifted
before him, radiating formidable energy.

As James entered the state of cultivation, he sensed that he was standing on
the brink of a breakthrough to the Terra Acme Rank. However, due to his prior
experience with the Boundless, he knew how to manage it and suppress his
cultivation rank. He forcefully restrained his cultivation rank, halting his
advancement into the Terra Acme Rank.

Meanwhile, he absorbed the energy of the Acmean Berry. He took care not to
absorb too much at once, fearing a loss of control that could lead to an instant
breakthrough. Instead, he cautiously absorbed the energy, steadily enhancing
his own Path power.

While his progress remained gradual, given his current stage, even a minor
Increase in power could result in a breakthrough. He persisted in maintaining
this restraint. Soon, he reached a juncture where his strength could no longer
progress. If he persisted in absorbing more energy to augment his power,
there was no doubt he would advance to the next rank.



“‘Phew!” James took a deep breath, forcefully halting his process and giving
himself a brief moment of rest.

Afterward, he resumed both the suppression of his cultivation rank and the
absorption of energy. He complacency.

Veins bulged on his face, and his pupils widened. He simultaneously
suppressed and bolstered his own strength. In this unhurried endeavor,
James demonstrated remarkable patience.

It was only when he could no longer restrain his cultivation rank that he briefly
paused, allowing himself a moment’s respite.

Time slipped away unnoticed, and James’ inherent strength continued to grow
stronger with each passing moment.

Slowly, the memory of breaking through the rank faded from his mind.

Eventually, he ascended to the Eternal Boundless Supreme Path Rank.
However, this was just the beginning. Stepping into the Boundless marked
just the initial stride. The subsequent journey entailed absorbing energy to the
utmost and progressively bolstering his strength. Even devoid of the
limitations of the realm, advancing to amplify his power within the Boundless
proved to be a gradual process.

Even James, possessing the Acmean Berry, a miraculous treasure of
enlightenment, found that progressing through the Eternal Boundless Rank
was an arduous task. He lost track of how much time he had spent in
cultivation. All he sensed was that he had gone through eons within the time
formation.

He temporarily halted his cultivation, dispersing the time formation. Then, he
sensed the flow of time.

“A millennium.” James was astonished. While only an epoch had passed in
the outside world, he had lived through the passage of numerous epochs
within the time formation.

He had fully absorbed the energy of an Acmean Berry. His mastery of the
Eternal Boundless Rank had deepened considerably, yet it remained
insufficient. His strategy was to combine the energy from all the Acmean
Berries and delay breaking through to the Terra Acme Path until their



collective power was integrated. James anticipated that by doing so, his
strength would be even more formidable.

Dispersing the Aura Insulation Formation from the area, he departed from the
courtyard. As he breathed in the fresh air, every pore on his body seemed to
expand, providing an indescribable sensation of comfort.

“‘Emerging from seclusion?” a voice echoed as James stepped out of the
courtyard.

Shortly after, an elder appeared before him. This elder was none other than
the Head of Tempris House in Verde Academy, named Wael Qailoken.
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and nodded lightly, saying,” This place is quite nice. | get to cultivate without
any disturbance.”

Wael scrutinized James. James was not concealing his aura, so Wael could
easily sense James’ realm and the strength of his power. He nodded in
satisfaction.

“Your strength is quite impressive.”
“You have overestimated me,” James replied modestly.

Indeed, his strength was commendable, but in the vast Endlos’ Nine Districts,
it did not count for much. He needed to reach the Boundless of the Terra
Acme Rank and even the Caelum Acme Rank before he could be considered
a powerhouse. Furthermore, he needed to breakthrough in the Omniscience
Path and reach the Tenth Stage. However, that was a monumental task. As
far as James knew, no one in the Chaos District had reached the Tenth
Stage.

“‘By the way,” Wael remembered something and said,” There’s a peculiar
stone in the secluded mountains behind the Tempris House. It can suppress
cultivation ranks and accelerate the absorption of power within the
Boundless.”



“‘Damn, you should’'ve mentioned this earlier,” James exclaimed. Had he
known about this treasure, achieving the Eternal Boundless Rank would not
have been as arduous as it was, and it would not have taken so long.

Wael stroked his beard and said, “You didn’t ask earlier either. However, due
to the decline of talents in the Tempris House, no disciple has reached the
Boundless. This peculiar stone has been monopolized by other houses. If you
want to cultivate using the Boundless Rock, you’ll have to defeat that guy who
currently occupies it.”

A sly smile played on Wael’s lips. Sensing that something was off, James
asked, “Are you trying to set me up with a challenge?”

“Why would 1? I'm just looking out for your best interests,” Wael said with a
light tone. “You’ve already reached the Eternal Boundless Supreme Path
Rank. If you continue to cultivate diligently, your future holds great potential.
The Endlos’ Nine Districts will undoubtedly have a place for you.

| won’t misjudge your potential.”
“Is that guy strong?” James inquired, unable to contain his curiosity.

Wael nodded slightly and responded, “He’s quite formidable. His realm is
similar to yours, as he entered the Boundless while still at the Quasi Acme
Rank. Also, he reached the Eternal Boundless Supreme Path Rank three
epochs ago.”

Realizing that the individual was only at the Eternal Boundless Supreme Path
Rank, James let out a small sigh of relief. Wyot had attained the Boundless of
the Quasi Acme Rank, the Eternal Boundless Supreme Path Rank, the Terra
Acme Rank, and the Nine Voices of Chaos. Still, James eventually overcame
him. Therefore, he did not have much to be concerned about.

“So, are you interested?” Wael looked at James with a teasing smile.

“‘Absolutely, why wouldn’t | be?” James appeared calm and replied, “I'm going
to challenge this guy and knock him off the Boundless Rock.”

“Good, that’s the spirit,” Wael said with an approving smile. He then changed
the subject, stating, “However, defeating him won’t be simple, there’s a
procedure to follow. Even though the Boundless Rock is located within the



Tempris House, our house has lost its authority over it due to our decline. To
challenge him, you’ll need to submit an application to the Headmaster.”

“Just apply then,” James responded nonchalantly.

‘Let’s go,” Wael said impatiently. He took James with him and left. He was
eager to witness James' true strength and determine if he could genuinely
defeat the most formidable prodigy at Verde Academy within a thousand
epochs at the Boundless Rock.

They left the spiritual mountain and arrived at Verde Academy. During their
journey, they came across several disciples. However, upon spotting Wael,
none of them displayed respect. Instead, they behaved as if they had
encountered a contagious disease and swiftly moved away. Wael was
accustomed to this reaction and did not bother with them. He guided James
up a staircase that extended across countless light-years.

Upon reaching the mountaintop after climbing the staircase,

they arrived at a main hall. The instant Wael appeared, a voice reverberated.
“Well, isn’t this Wael? Weren'’t you meditating in seclusion at the Tempris
House? Why have you come to Verde Academy?”

Wael flashed a bright smile at the middle-aged man standing at the entrance
of the main hall. He replied, “I'm here to meet Sir Lothar. The Tempris House
has nurtured a prodigy, and | have come to reclaim the Boundless Rock.”

Upon hearing this, the man’s expression brightened with curiosity. He could
not help but cast a glance at James, who was standing beside Wael.a



