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The Sword Energy that had emerged from the Supremusse Sword struck the
ground, causing a massive pit to form. Fortunately, the damage was repaired
instantly.

Before James could react, Thornber launched another attack. He leaped into
the sky and gently tapped the air. A potent Sword Energy materialized from
his fingertips and darted at James.

James charged at the Sword Energy, and a dazzling light burst out from the
Supremusse Sword.

The Sword Light was composed of the terrifying Genesis Powers.
Rumble!

The two forces clashed and caused an explosion. A powerful rush of air
expanded, blasting both James and Thornber away.

The impact force snaked into James’ arm, causing him a numbing sensation.
His Blood Energy was shaken up, and he spat out a mouthful of blood.
After the first confrontation, James could tell Thornber was stronger than him.

Even though he had already used many Supernatural Powers to boost his
strength, he was still weaker. Fortunately, the disparity in strength was not
very wide.

Thornber, on the other hand, was startled. He was not expecting a cultivator
from an outside plane to be so powerful despite only being at the Sovereign
Sixth Rank.

He chuckled and said, “Impressive. You're worthy enough for me to go all out.
| haven’t had a satisfying fight in a long time, so | hope you don’t disappoint
me.” Thornber’s voice echoed in the arena like rumbling thunder. Then, a
golden light with magical inscriptions surrounded his body, allowing his aura to
improve drastically.



‘Thornber is getting serious.”
“It's the Zoltrumm Race’s signature skill, the Golden Shield.”

“With the golden light protecting his body, even the Supremusse Sword won'’t
be able to hurt him, right?”

The spectators were getting excited to see how things played out.
“‘Hehe,” Thornber chuckled.

Suddenly, Thornber stepped forward and disappeared. The next moment, he
appeared in front of James.

However, James reacted fast enough and slashed the Supremusse Sword at
him.

Clank!

A crisp sound resounded when the Supremusse Sword came in contact with
Thornber’'s Golden Shield.

Thornber stood motionlessly, unaffected by the blow.
James had used all his strength but could not deal any damage.
Thornber raised his hand and unleashed a wave of terrifying palm force.

James was struck consecutively in just an instant. Although he had an
exceptional physical body, his chest was blown apart by the potent force.

“You're so weak,” Thornber sneered.

‘Time to end this.” Thornber’s voice resonated in the area. Then, a few
shadows spread across the arena and unleashed powerful palm forces.

James attempted to dodge, but it was already too late. The palm forces had
already sealed the arena’s space. A tremendous pressure crushed down his
body, significantly limiting his movement speed. Even though he possessed
the Blithe Omnisceince, he couldn’t escape. He was left with no choice but to
try and block the attacks.
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powerhouse. Although his attack seemed ordinary, it consisted of countless
waves of powerful force.

James was already injured after their first confrontation. Now that he was
cornered, he knew it was impossible to withstand the attacks with the
defensive skills he had mastered. He quickly waved the Supremusse Sword,
summoned a few Genesis Powers, and merged them into a protective barrier.

Thornber’s powerful attacks could kill powerhouses at the Great Celestial
Rank.

However, James’ protective barrier was unscathed.
Rumble!!!

Explosions broke out around James’ body, but he was unharmed in the
process.

Thornber frowned and murmured, “He’s quite skilled. Those are Genesis
Powers from the outside planes. | can’t believe he could mobilize so many of
them to protect himself.” Although the Genesis Powers in the Supremusse
Sword only had a fraction of the strength of complete Genesis Paths, they
were terrifyingly potent when merged.

Swoosh!

A dark light emerged before Thornber and formed into a black wooden sword.
The sword looked ordinary, but it had a very oppressive aura.

Thornber held the black wooden sword, smiled faintly, and said, “You're quite
impressive to have made me summon this sword.” James’ Genesis Protective
Barrier was much stronger than when he fought Ladon in the Dieux

Academy’s Arena World. He looked at Thornber and said calmly, “Just use
whatever combat means you have. I'll face them straight on.”

Thornber quickly appeared before James and slashed out his black wooden
sword without hesitation.

James raised his sword to parry the attack.

Clank!



The blades locked momentarily and were followed by a massive explosion.
The shock wave blasted both Thornber and James away.

Fortunately, they had protective barriers. Thornber with the Golden Shield and
James with the Genesis Protective Barrier. Although they were knocked away,
none of them were injured.

Thornber quickly sprung into action again. He flashed in front of James and
attacked once more.

James raised his sword and blocked the attack.
Rumble!

Deafening explosions took place, one after another. The arena was filled with
Sword Energies, and the afterimages of the two fighters flickered throughout
the sky.

James and Thornber exchanged a few thousand moves, and their potent
Sword Energies challenged each other.

Unfortunately, even after their relentless efforts, it was clear neither of them
could significantly outpower the other.

“Forty-nine is quite strong.”

“Yeah. Thornber’s sword is not just any ordinary weapon. It was crafted from
Zoltrumm Wood, and the sword contains powerful energy. Even a
powerhouse at the Great Celestial Rank’s peak would not dare to be reckless
while facing that sword.”

‘Thornber can easily kill an opponent at the Great Celestial Rank’s peak. Yet,
he isn’t having it easy against Forty-nine.”

“‘Even so, Forty-nine doesn’t have an advantage either and is struggling to
break Thornber’s Golden Shield.”

The spectators commented on the fight. From their view, James and Thornber
were evenly matched, and the outcome of the battle would not be determined
so soon. Ultimately, it was up to their respective Supernatural Powers to
determine the results.

Gannon and Janus watched from the arena’s sidelines.



James had greatly exceeded their expectations. They were aware of
Thornber’s strength. Compared to their strengths, Thornber was practically an
equal opponent. However, he was finding it hard to overpower James.

The two exchanged glances with each other.
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isn’t as weak as we thought. It’ll be hard to defeat him if we don’t join forces. If
we insist on fighting him solo, even if one of us manages to win, all of us will
suffer heavy losses.”

Gannon’s brows furrowed. James had indeed shown great strength, and he
was no longer confident in winning a one-on -one battle. However, Yuvin had
specifically ordered him not to join forces with the other two competitors.

Although he was clueless about the reason, he did not dare to disobey an
elder.

Therefore, he decided not to join forces with the Suuntelis and Zoltrumms
even if his victory was not guaranteed while fighting solo.

“I've never fought alongside other races, and I've no intentions of doing so,
even in this arena. If you wish to fight with Thornber, go ahead. After both of
you are defeated, I'll fight him alone,” Gannon replied calmly.

“You think | can’t see through your plan? You want to wait until both of us
exhaust him. Then, you'll swoop in and deal the final blow.” Janus snickered.

“What’s wrong? You’ve already concluded your defeat even before fighting
him,”

Gannon replied calmly.

Janus stopped talking and turned to the battle. Seeing that Thornber and
James were still at a stalemate, he could not stand it anymore and flashed
behind James.

At that moment, James and Thornber’s swords were in a bind. Both of them
integrated all their strength into their swords and tried to overpower the other.

They hovered in the sky in a stand-off.



Janus approached James without a sound and slashed at the Genesis
Protective Barrier.

The Genesis Protective Barrier was incredibly potent, but Janus’ sword was
also an exceptional weapon. He had struck with full force and managed to
crack James’ protective barrier. His powers seeped through the cracks and
injured James.

James spat a mouthful of blood and roared, “Get lost!”
He quickly retracted his sword, turned around, and attacked Janus.

Janus quickly used his sword to defend himself. Their blades clashed, and the
Impact force knocked James away.

Thornber gave James no chance to recollect himself and quickly followed up
with an attack.

James was caught off guard by the sudden ambush. In just a short moment,
Janus and Thornber had managed to injure him.

At that point, James knew he could not drag the battle any longer. It was not
his final battle in the arena yet. After getting rid of his current opponents, he
wanted to fight one more match before calling it a day.

James felt he could keep fighting until his opponent was at the Martial
Celestial Rank’s early stage. However, winning too much was not necessarily
a good thing for him. If he were to end up with an overwhelming amount of
treasures, he might not be able to leave safely with them.

After James decided to resolve the battle quickly, he swiftly moved through
the air and slashed out his sword, unleashing a few Genesis Sword Energy
that contained Genesis Inscriptions.

To everyone’s surprise, the Genesis Sword Energies did not immediately
attack.

“What kind of trick is he playing?” Thornber was startled. While he was trying
to figure out James’ intention, a Sword World had already been laid out
around him.



“Crap!” Janus’ expression immediately changed. He tried to escape from the
Sword World’s range, but it was too late. The Sword World had already been
completely set up, and a terrifying pressure crushed down on him. He
instantly fell from the sky and crashed into the ground.

Both Thornber and Janus were trapped within the Sword World.

The Sword World was different from the ones James had used in the past.
This time, he transformed the various Genesis Powers into Sword Energies to
construct the Sword World. Although it was inferior to the Genesis Sword Art,
it was still overwhelmingly strong.

The two prodigies at the Petit Celestial Rank’s peak were trapped inside the
Sword World and struggled to bear the tremendous pressure within it.

Thornber’s Golden Shield began to crack, and it was getting close to its
breaking poin
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Sword Energies and some magical inscriptions, formed a small independent
space. Anyone trapped within it would be under the constant pressure of the
Sword World’s Sword Energies.

Countless Sword Energies attacked Thornber and Janus relentlessly.

Soon, Thornber's Golden Shield was shattered. The Sword Energies swept
toward him and riddled him with injuries.

Janus had also cast a defensive skill, but it was useless. No matter what kind
of defensive skills he had, it was not enough to withstand the Genesis Sword
Energies.

“‘Argh!!''” Thornber roared, then charged at the Sword World’s barrier with the
black wooden sword.

His sword emitted a black light consisting of all his body’s energy. He rushed
toward the barrier in an attempt to forcefully break the Sword World.

Unfortunately, his Sword Energy was instantly devoured by James’ Sword
Energies.



Janus also cast several Supernatural Powers, trying to destroy the Sword
World.

However, James had used Genesis Sword Energies to form the Sword World.

Thus, it was incredibly potent and had formidable defenses. Even though
Janus and Thornber were at the Petit Celestial Rank’s peak, they could not
break free.

Their vitalities declined significantly, and they were nearing death.

“l surrender.” Thornber quickly conceded defeat.

“‘Me too.” Janus quickly followed suit.

After they surrendered, James dispersed the Sword World.

Thornber and Janus slumped to the ground, unable to move. After being
trapped within the Sword World for a while, they were covered in injuries. If

they had not admitted defeat, they would have lost their lives.

They lay down on the ground, desperately gasping for air. At the same time,
they began to mobilize their powers to treat their wounds. Soon, they
completely recovered.

James put away the Supremusse Sword, clasped his hands, and said, ‘That
was a great fight.”

Thornber and Janus left the arena without saying a word.

Gannon, from the Mevryees, was the only one left in the arena. He frowned at
the sight of their defeat.

The powerhouses watching the battle were shocked.
‘That Sword Formation was incredible.”

“‘He used the Genesis Powers of different planes and a few core inscriptions
to construct a terrifying Sword Formation. Even a well-acknowledged genius
like Thornber was forced to surrender.”

“Forty-nine is terrifying.”



Many were appalled by James’ strength.

“That brat.” Lemuel was also surprised. He did not expect James to have
mastered such an extraordinary Supernatural Power.

Gannon slowly approached and stopped in the arena’s central region.

The Mevryees’ representative, Gannon, was at the Great Celestial Rank’s
early stage. His cultivation rank was above Janus and Thornber, so naturally,
he was stronger than them. After watching their fight, he learned about the
terrifying Sword World that James could cast. The Sword World was very
mysterious, and he was not confident in breaking it.

At that moment, Gannon was at a loss for what to do and glanced at Yuvin,
who was outside the arena.

Yuvin sent him a telepathic message, saying, ‘There’s no need to continue.
Just admit defeat.”
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inside the Sword World and only watched from the sidelines. He was unaware
of its actual strength and wanted to fight James to experience it firsthand.
However, Yuvin had already sent him an order. Thus, he immediately dropped
the idea.

He stood in the arena’s central region, looked at James, and said smilingly,
“You're very strong, and your Supernatural Power is impressive. | don’t think
I'll be able to withstand it and come out unscathed. | admit defeat.”

After speaking, Gannon quickly left the arena.

With the three challengers forfeiting the battle, the bets placed by their
respective races were added to James’ previous prize pool.

“| can’t believe he won.”

“His opponents underestimated him. Forty-nine would not have defeated them
if they had joined forces in the beginning.”

“l agree. Although his Sword Formation is powerful, he couldn’t have possibly
trapped all three of them. If either of them could distract Forty-nine from



outside the formation, the other two trapped inside would’ve been able to
escape much easier.”

Many powerhouses gave their opinions of the battle.

James stood in the arena, a little shocked about winning so easily. Before he
could go all out, his opponents chose to concede defeat.

He did not overthink it and quickly sat in a lotus position to recuperate.

Halianor smiled and commented, ‘“That kid is quite talented. He’'ll have great
achievements in the future and is a seed worth investing in.” “It doesn’t look
like he intends to leave yet. Does he still want to continue?”

Yuvin frowned.
The other powerhouses were also startled by his decision.

Halianor disappeared from the spot and appeared in the arena. He stood
before James and asked smilingly, “You've already won quite a lot, young
man. Aren’t you planning to stop?”

James looked at the prize pool and replied, “Just one more. I'll stop once | win
one more.”

“Haha.” Halianor chuckled and said, “According to the rules, your opponents
for the last round were supposed to be at the Great Celestial Rank’s early
stage.

However, two races chose to send challengers at the Petit Celestial Rank.

Regardless, your next round’s challengers will be at the Great Celestial
Rank’s middle stage. You have another option to fight opponents at the Great
Celestial Rank’s late stage. But if you choose to do so, your challengers will
have to place bets much higher than your current prize power to participate.”

Intrigued, James asked, “How much higher do they have to bet?”

Halianor fell into thought. The disparity in strength between someone at the
Sovereign Sixth Rank and the Great Celestial Rank’s late stage was vast. A
battle between powerhouses with such a huge gap in cultivation ranks
unheard of.



After a while, he replied, “Logically, a challenger at the Great Celestial Rank’s
middle stage will have to take out twice the amount of your prize pool. The
higher one’s cultivation rank, the stronger one is. Your cultivation rank is really
low. If you choose to take on opponents at the Great Celestial Rank’s late
stage, the challenger should at least place a bet three times higher than the
prize pool.”

Halianor was going through the procedures and explaining the rules to James.

He never expected James to take on opponents at the Great Celestial Rank’s
late stage since the strength difference between the Great Celestial Rank’s
middle stage and the late stage was enormous. Moreover, James’ previous
opponents were at the Petit Celestial Rank’s late stage.

‘Then, | want to fight opponents at the Great Celestial Rank’s late stage,”
James said without hesitation.

tf H Halianor was taken off guard by James’ words. He chuckled and replied,
“‘Alright. I'll make the necessary arrangements.”

James suddenly raised his palm.

Halianor was dumbfounded.

The powerhouses watching from outside the arena were also startled.
Halianor asked uncertainly, “Do you want to take on five challengers?”
James responded calmly, “Yeap, five. I'm going to stop after this round.”

‘You should think twice about this. You're only at the Sovereign Sixth Rank,
and your opponents will be at the Great Celestial Rank’s late stage,” Halianor
could not help but remind him.

“I've already decided. Please proceed with the arrangements,” James replied,
then refused to continue speaking, i Countless prodigies and powerhouses
from major races were watching him.

Everyone was astounded after hearing that he wanted to challenge five
opponents at the Great Celestial Rank’s late stage.
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