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On the other hand, Youcef swiftly turned around. He grabbed the elderly man by his
collar and pulled him closer to his face. “Dorvus Hosentia, what is the meaning of this?”

The white-haired elderly man flinched and explained, “Young Master, that demon has
been disrespectful to you! You need not...”

Slap!
Before the elderly man could finish, Youcef slapped him across the face forcefully.

‘Il am in the middle of a conversation with my opponent. Those who try to interrupt will
be executed immediately!”

Youcef swung his arm and cast a blow at the white-haired elderly man. It sent the man
flying away.

Behind Youcef, the God-Kings and Emperors stared at what was happening with
rounded eyes.

Even James had a slight frown on his forehead.
“‘James.” Youcef looked at him and took a deep breath.

“You don’t have to mind the others. You and | will have a one-on-one battle. The winner
will be decided fairly and squarely.

“‘No matter who it is, anyone who tries to interfere with our match will be exterminated
right away. That'’s final!”

James chuckled. “You want to do that right now? | have the Gate of Mystery here today.
It gives me an edge but not for you.”

Youcef went on to explain, “Our battle should take place somewhere outside the Gate of
Mystery.

“If you agree to have a battle, come with me so that we can find somewhere outside the
Gate of Mystery...”



“You don’t sincerely want to fight me.” James cut him off. “Your dad made you come.”
Youcef froze upon hearing those words.

At that moment, another white-haired elderly man took a few steps forward. He beamed
warmly at James. “James Caden, you and Young Master are both Chosen Ones. A
battle between Chosen Ones is considered big news across different realms.

“Our young master and the lord share the same thoughts and sentiments.

“Therefore, we’'ve come here today to invite you to the Wuia Integration Gathering. To
keep things fair, you two will have a battle in front of cultivators from various realms.”

James curled his lips. “This is...”

Youcef flinched and gestured to the man. “He’s Emperor Yevgen, the leader among the
Qadeer Sect’s eight great elders. He is also my master.”

Hankin Yevgen, the elderly man, smiled and gave a slight nod. “Greetings to the
Chosen One.”

His attitude was completely different from that of the other white-haired elderly man,
who went by the name of Dorvus Hosentia. However, he clearly had a darker and more
sinister agenda behind that kind smile.

It seemed like Xanthakos had noticed what James was doing inside the Gate of Mystery
and realized he had fallen for James’ trick.

Now, he was trying to use this method to kick James out of the Gate of Mystery.
Xanthakos even unscrupulously used his son to achieve his purpose.
James grinned at Hankin. “You’re being too polite, Emperor Yevgen.

“In the eyes of those serving Xanthakos, | am merely a demon who brings chaos to all
worlds.”

Hankin’'s smile faltered.

“It's just a battle you guys are asking for. | don’t think it’s troublesome.” James extended
his hands.

“I think this place is good enough. Since everyone is here, you guys can come at me all
at once.
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James said that.

The Twelve God-Kings and eighteen Emperors were especially irked. They seemed
eager to challenge James right away.

Youcef furrowed his brows. “James, | asked for a fair battle out of respect for you. Are
you trying to look down on me now?”

“‘Hahaha!” Hankin laughed heartily and signaled for Youcef to stop. “As expected of the
sole Chosen One produced from the living beings! You are extremely confident and
straightforward.

“‘However, the Gate of Mystery is the source and origin of nature, the basis that forms all
worlds.

“If a battle were to break out here, it would cause mass destruction and
countless deaths across the different worlds. There would be an apocalypse.”

A warm smile was plastered across Hankin'’s face. “You are the lord of all living beings,
James. Do you really wish to see something like that happen?”

Just as James was about to open his mouth, Lesia, Yianni, and Morgott came out of the
Nothingness Formation and appeared behind James.

“As expected of the kind Emperor Yevgen, you have taken all living beings’ safety into
consideration.” Lesia took a step forward and grinned mockingly.

“‘However, from what | know, it is actually the Tai Chi World that is the origin of all
worlds.

“The Tai Chi World has been crushed and broken into pieces once, but nothing as
devastating as what you’ve mentioned happened.

“You're trying to use that as an excuse to pressure my master now? What a hypocrite!”

A deep frown drew Hankin’s brows together. He was also visibly shocked when he saw
Lesia.

“She’s right.” Yianni added, “Besides, it was your lord, Xanthakos, who had his
Soremsia crush the Tai Chi World.

“Did he consider the damage and casualties before doing it back then?”



“Let’s cut it with the chit-chat.” Morgott lifted his spear. “Let’s just fight now altogether!
I’'m dying for some exercise anyway.”

Hankin heaved a deep breath. “James, the Gate of Mystery is different from the Tai Chi
World. It is connected to all worlds...”

“What'’s the point of US explaining all that to them?”
Dorvus Hosentia had somehow returned to Youcef's side.

He bellowed, “Our lord sent US here to exterminate these demons. So, why bother
reasoning with them?”

Following his example, The Twelve God-Kings and eighteen Emperors called out taunts
as well.

“Exactly! We must exterminate demons. Why bother talking to them?”

“Let’s battle! We will kill these demons today!”

“A bunch of weaklings like them dare argue with US about what is right and what is
wrong?” “We should hurry and get this over with. Then, we can head back and attend
the Wuia Integration Gathering.”

“I've been ready for a while now. Let’s fight!”

While it was getting a bit rowdy around them, Youcef turned his head and fixed Dorvus
with a glare.

“‘How many times do | have to repeat myself? Do my orders as the young master mean
nothing to you?”

Instead of being intimidated, Dorvus looked back at Youcef with his chin out.
“Young Master, we received specific orders from the lord before coming here.

“We are to stay put if these demons listen to your advice and repent. If they do not, we
are to kill every single one of them right away.”

Youcef fumed, “Why you...”
“Emperor Yevgen!” Dorvus ignored Youcef and turned his eyes to Hankin instead.

“You have the token to command the Marauder Army. You wouldn’t disobey His
Majesty’s orders, right?”



Upon hearing those words, Youcef stared at Hankin in wide-eyed shock. With a
seemingly resigned look on his face, Hankin produced a shiny token. “The Twelve God-
Kings, eighteen Emperors, and all members of the Marauder Army!”

In an instant, everyone behind Hankin straightened their backs and listened intently.

“We will carry out His Majesty’s orders of exterminating the demon, James Caden...”

Youcef could hardly believe his ears. “Master! You acknowledged James Caden as a
Chosen One just now. Now...”

“The group of you over there!” Hankin cut him off. “Escort Young Master to the side and
protect him from our enemy!
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toward Youcef the next instant.

However, before they could reach him, Youcef directed a beam of colorful light at those
men and sent them flying away.

“‘Enough!” Youcef’s voice reverberated through the space. Everyone halted at that
moment.

‘I am the chief commander of today’s operations.” Youcef bellowed, “All of you are to
follow my commands. As I've mentioned, no one is allowed to interfere in the battle
between me and James Caden.

“Those who do will be executed immediately!”

Youcef raised his hand and grabbed at the air. In the distance, Dorvus was
simultaneously lifted in the air by a mysterious energy. “You! You challenged my

authority over and over again. Die!”

He cast a lethal blast in Dorvus’ direction, but a ball of purple light came quickly from his
left just then. It snatched Dorvus away and moved out of the trajectory of Youcefs
attack.

Youcef stared at Hankin, who stood to his left, with bulging eyes.

He never imagined his master, whom he had the utmost respect and admiration for,

would someday do something similar to what his cunning and shameless father would
do.



Youcef could not tell anymore if Hankin had changed or if he had always been
pretending to be someone graceful and virtuous.

“Young Master, have you forgotten about what your father has entrusted you to do?”
Hankin knitted his brows.

Youcefs expression hardened.
Hankin’s final remark was both a reminder and a subtle threat.

With that, Youcef finally realized what kind of man Hankin was. His kind and upright
demeanor was all a facade.

That still did not make things any easier for Youcef. He still had to choose between
resurrecting his mother and fighting James or following his principles and giving up
reuniting with his mother.

Whichever decision Youcef ended up making would make him suffer equal levels of
guilt and agony anyhow.

While Youcef was distracted for a split second, several God-Kings managed to surround
and subdue him.

Then, he was dragged to where the Marauder Army was. A group of their men was
tasked to watch over him.

James observed everything that was happening from where he stood.

While he felt sorry for Youcef, James also seemed to have gotten a full grasp of the
situation.

“‘James Caden.” Hankin turned around and pointed to James. “You have two options.
Firstly, exit the Gate of Mystery right now. We’'ll forget all this has happened.

“If you won’t, we’ll kill you right here. You will lose the chance to be reborn again
forever.”

Morgott grumbled, “What a load of bullshit...”
James waved his hand dismissively and signaled Morgott to stop.

Then, he took two steps forward and looked at Hankin. “Alright, it's about time you guys
are done with the act.

“You should get serious and come at me all at once. My patience is about to wear out.”



James showed no fear as he said all that.
He also made it very clear that he had no intention of negotiating with these people.
The corners of Hankin’s mouth twitched. “James, you’re a smart man. Yet, you are...”

Before he could finish, James swung his arm and cast a purplish-gold sword light into
the air.

The purplish-gold sword light hovered in the air and emanated a bright light.

In the blink of an eye, countless physical swords were formed in the sky. The swords
shot toward the one hundred thousand warriors found below almost instantly.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

An oval-shaped purplish-gold light shield appeared above the Marauder Warriors just in
time.

All the swords generated by James were destroyed as they hit the purplish- gold shield.
A few seconds later, the shield gave way and shattered into pieces as well.

The impact generated from the collisions tore the hundreds of Marauder Warriors
nearby into pieces and sent those body parts flying away.

James narrowed his eyes at the sight of that.
On the other hand, Lesia, Yianni, and Morgott were left absolutely dumbfounded.

Opposite them, the Twelve God-Kings, eighteen Emperors, and Dorvus dissolved into
roars of laughter.
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sidelong glance at James.

Then, he shook his head disappointedly.
“‘Demon, didn’t you claim to be a Chosen One and the lord of all living beings?”

Dorvus laughed contemptuously. “Aren’t you the first person to achieve the Three
Treasures Integration? Is this all you’ve got?

‘The sword attack you generated just now looked flashy and intimidating at first glance.



“Who knew its powers would be so underwhelming! Hahaha! My stomach hurts from all
this laughing!”

The God-Kings and Emperors near him pointed at James and laughed mockingly as
well.

Morgott barked with indignation, “You bastards! James exterminated hundreds of your
men who had powers equivalent to Soma Daeclon Rank cultivators. Yet, you're
laughing at US?”

“Morgott, did being sealed away for too long make you dumb?” Dorvus looked with
scorn at Morgott.

“He killed hundreds of our Marauder Warriors with one blow. Do you think that number
indicates he is strong?

“He only managed to kill those men because our warriors had yet to activate battle
mode.

“Could you imagine what would happen if all one hundred thousand Marauder Warriors
were to charge at your group? How would you handle that level of attack?”

“A bunch of simpletons.” A lady cultivator commented just then, ‘There are a hundred
thousand of US here.

“‘Even if we were to stand here and not fight back, how long would it take for him to Kill
US all using the same method?”

The God-Kings and Emperors burst out laughing again upon hearing those remarks.
Their voices rang with confidence, mockery, and ridicule.

Meanwhile, Lesia went up to James and said softly, “Master, there’s no point killing the
Marauder Watrriors.

“They can use that token to summon and resurrect dead members. We'll need to target
the leaders.

“As long as we kill Emperor Yevgen and those of higher positions first, the Marauder
Army will not be a huge threat to US.”

James smiled slightly after listening to those words. “Is that so? Well, | sure would love
to see how they are resurrected.”

Hankin snickered. ‘You don’t seem convinced, James. Let me show you, then.”

Hankin lifted the token in the air.



At the same time, a huge beam of dark purple light shone onto the severed body parts
belonging to the hundreds of Marauder Warriors from earlier.

Curiously, those body parts started coming together to merge and reconstruct their
original body.

‘Do you see that?” Hankin’s gaze fell on James. “The Marauder Warriors only have
powers of the Soma Daeclon Rank. However, you won’t be able to kill them.

“Otherwise, my lord wouldn’t have considered them as the best warriors he had.”

“‘Really?” James’ brows arched. “Isn’t it too much to call a bunch of rocks and pebbles
the best, though?”

Just as he said that, the hundreds of Marauder Warriors that were almost finished being
rebuilt shattered into millions of pieces yet again.

This time, the body parts transformed into rock and pebbles and fell to the ground. It
seemed impossible to put those Marauder Warriors back together again.

Hankin, Dorvus, and the others looked completely taken aback.

When Hankin snapped to his senses, he raised the token and released the beam of
purple light again.

To his horror, nothing happened to the rocks as the light hit them.

“‘How... How is this possible!” Hankin called out frantically.

“‘Hahaha!” Morgott burst out laughing. “That’s what Xanthakos calls the best?
His warriors are turning into dust!

“James can kill hundreds of those Marauder Warriors with one hit. With some time, I'm
sure he can finish all of them off.

“I wonder which of US will turn out to be the bigger joke by then?” Yianni chuckled and
shook his head. ‘To think that renowned, experienced cultivators such as the group of
you have ridiculed US endlessly just now.

“It is quite funny now that the situation is reversed.”

Lesia leaned closer to James. “Master, that was so cool. How did you do that?”

James replied, “Your weapon contains powers to do the same too.”



Lesia flinched. She raised her hands to look at the gloves she received from James.

“‘Does... Does that mean the rest of US can destroy the Marauder Army as well...”

“No.” James shook his head. “It's a bit of a shame to destroy the entire Marauder Army.’

James swiftly transformed into a ball of sword light and shot toward Hankin, who was
still holding the token up.

The ball of sword light reached the token held between Hankin’s fingers and circled it. It
moved so quickly that even Hankin had not caught on to what was happening.



