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back into the Nothingness Formation, Xanthakos hurriedly waved his hands. “Wait!” 

James frowned slightly. At that very moment, the loud sounds of dragons roaring came 
from behind Xanthakos. 

The black and white dragons had shattered the Wama Lightning Bolts holding them 
back and came flying in Xanthakos’ direction. 

Xanthakos did not run this time. He waved his hand and conjured a gate made of light 
behind him. In a flash, the pair of dragons were sucked into the gate. 

The gate slammed shut and disappeared almost instantaneously. 

The frown on James’ forehead grew deeper. It appeared Xanthakos still had a few tricks 
up his sleeve after he regained control of the Gate of Mystery. He 

could open the Gate of Tohmuna and put anything in it at will. 

James could not help but find it suspicious how Xanthakos had acted as though he was 
powerless against the dragons earlier. 

“They are annoying.” Xanthakos complained, “Both your dragons and your wife are 
annoying.” 

James’ brows arched. “What do you mean?” “I’m talking about the Yin governor.” 
Xanthakos’ face scrunched. “You want me to bring my son and wife here for the 
marriage discussion. However, they’ve both been abducted by your wife.” James 
widened his eyes. Then, he started slapping his hand on his thigh and laughed 
hysterically. 

“Are you seriously laughing now?” Xanthakos sounded extremely frustrated. 

“You and your wife are just too much. One of you is giving me a hard time inside the 
Gate of Mystery while the other does the exact same in the outside world. 

Did you guys plan this?” 

James said smilingly, “Your joke is a bit too much, and I don’t like it either.” 



“You don’t believe me?” Xanthakos raised his hand and conjured a roundshaped image 
before James. 

Various scenes started playing on it. It started with the moment Thea first arrived at the 
Qadeer Temple and showed how she beat up Xanthakos’ disciples. 

She even trespassed into sacred and restricted areas in the Qadeer Temple that even 
Xanthakos’ closest aides were denied access to. 

Then, Thea went on to hog dozens of Xanthakos’ dojos. 

Xanthakos’ followers and disciples were all displeased with what Thea did, but no one 
dared and could stop her. 

After that, Thea even pretended to be injured by Youcef during a spar. She used it as 
an excuse to get Xanthakos to punish Youcef harshly. 

When Xanthakos produced Youcef’s mother’s soul, Thea seized the opportunity and 
took Youcef and his mother away. 

James had always been a dangerous, fearless man who did whatever he wanted. Yet, 
even he was at a loss for words after looking at all the things Thea did. 

Nevertheless, James found Thea lovely and irresistible whether she was being a good 
girl or a bad girl. 

James stole a glance at Xanthakos and gave a little cough. 

“Ahem! You also need to explain why you’ve taken my wife to the Qadeer Temple, 
right?” 

“I took her?” Xanthakos’ eyes widened. He started to complain, “I wouldn’t dare force 
her to go anywhere against her will! 

“She’s not just your wife anymore. The Divine Marius gave her a title as well!” 

James was not surprised to hear that since he had spoken to Thea previously through 
their souls’ connection. 

However, he must act like he was to carry on with their plan. 

‘You didn’t know, right?” Xanthakos noticed the look of surprise on James’ face. 

He said with resignation, ‘You probably think you’ve done great by becoming the lord of 
all living beings. 



“Your wife is now the lord of the Wyrmscale Source. Her position is way higher than 
yours.” James gasped, “I never thought she’d be blessed with such great fortune.” 

“Now’s not the time for US to marvel at her achievement.” Xanthakos sighed deeply. 
‘The day the Waitara Path’s Soremsia makes a comeback is drawing closer. The same 
goes for the Leere Tribulation. We must make our move now. 

“A consensus has been made during the Wuia Integration Gathering. 

Various forces and numerous superior cultivators are ready as well. The only thing left 
that we need is your help.” 

Xanthakos had a solemn expression as he looked at James. “Putting aside the marriage 
talks, shouldn’t you help me in the battle to secure the rights to govern the Forty-Ninth 
Heaven? 

“No, you’re not just helping me. Instead, you’re helping all living beings. Don’t you 
agree?” 
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He’s saying all that to pressure me! 

‘He’s only doing it for his own greed and interest, yet he’s making it sound as though 
he’ll become the savior of all living beings,’ James complained internally. 

Despite that, he maintained a charming smile on his face. “What’s in it for me if I help 
you?” “You can ask for just about anything!” Xanthakos seemed delighted. “You know 
how I’ve always been more than willing to accommodate you.” 

A small frown creased James’ forehead. 

Xanthakos continued to persuade James since he could sense the latter’s hesitation. 
“James, I know that your biggest wish is to reunite with your wife and kids. We can 
make that happen. 

“However, you must understand that US having control over the Forty-Ninth Heaven 
and the Wuia Palace is necessary. 

“Only then could we have a chance to defeat the returned Waitara Path’s Soremsia, 
overcome the Leere Tribulation, and protect all living beings. 

“It is both the work of fate and everyone’s wish for you and me to work together.” 



James was amazed by how Xanthakos described everything as if he was doing it for the 
greater good. 

Yet, he did not mention a word about the Path Designation Bead, which was what 
Xanthakos was truly after. 

If James had not been aware of the bead beforehand, he might have been convinced 
already by Xanthakos’ seemingly sincere words. However… 

James directed his gaze at Xanthakos. “You must have talked to my wife about this as 
well. What did she say?” 

“You two have mentioned just about the same thing, but it shows how much the two of 
you care about each other.” Xanthakos sighed and lifted his hand. A jade pendant 
glowing with a silver light materialized on his palm. 

James was amused at the sight of the pendant. Nevertheless, he wore an expression of 
shock on his face. 

“You recognize it, don’t you?” Xanthakos smiled faintly. “Your wife said you would 
understand as soon as I showed you this.” James reached his hand forward. In an 
instant, the jade pendant was sucked toward his palm. 

James held the pendant up and looked at it carefully as though he was trying to check 
its authenticity. 

He said monotonously, “She accepted your request.” 

“She hoped that you would too.” Xanthakos fixed him with an expectant gaze. 

“It’s for the sake of all living beings, after all. There are a few unresolved conflicts 
between US. However, we should put those issues aside for now in the face of a 
greater crisis.” 

James’ eyes narrowed. “I can help you. However, I want the position of the Supreme 
Path in return. Besides that, my wife will be acknowledged as the Supreme Path’s 
partner.” 

Xanthakos froze. 

“What’s wrong?” James raised his brows. “Am I asking for too much?” 

“Were… Weren’t you uninterested in the position of the Supreme Path?” 

Xanthakos tried to control his expression. 



‘You’re doing so much to prevent the Leere Tribulation. I mustn’t lose to you in that 
regard.” James raised his chin slightly. “If I had the position of the Supreme Path, I 
would be able to help you even more in stopping the Waitara Path’s Soremsia’s return.” 

Xanthakos’ heart dropped. He did not expect to get this request from James. 

It was something more difficult for Xanthakos to swallow than James turning him down 
right away. 

Xanthakos had just one goal. It was to seize the Wuia Palace and obtain the Path 
Designation Bead. 

With the bead, he would be able to reign over all realms for as long as he wanted. He 
could exercise the authority of the Supreme Path even without needing the title. 

If Xanthakos agreed to let James hold the Supreme Path’s position, it would defeat the 
purpose of everything he was doing. 
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Xanthakos had considered pretending to agree with James’ request first but not 
following through afterward. 

However, he knew very well that the clever and cautious James would surely get him to 
enter into a soul contract to prevent instances like that. 

If Xanthakos agreed to James’ terms, the situation would be completely reversed. 

Instead of James helping him, it would be Xanthakos helping James to rise to the 
Supreme Path’s position by risking everything he had. 

James furrowed his brows as he observed the torn expression on Xanthakos’ face. 

“What’s the matter? Are you aiming for the Supreme Path’s position as well?” 

that…” 

James said, “Go on.” 

“It’s not up to me to decide who’s the next Supreme Path.” Xanthakos looked at him. “A 
complicated set of procedures is involved. First and foremost, you need the approval of 
the Nine Caeloros Gods of Nothingness, otherwise…” 

“You don’t have to worry about that.” James cut him off. “You just have to sign a soul 
contract stating that you’ll support me in becoming the Supreme Path.” 



“No… No!” Xanthakos unknowingly raised his voice. “I can’t possibly tamper with the 
impartiality of the Supreme Path’s selection process. You certainly have my full support, 
James. However, I might lose the position of the Path Emperor if I signed that soul 
contract with you.” James chuckled as he took in the troubled look on Xanthakos’ face. 

“I’m telling you the truth, James.” Xanthakos continued, “You can ask Frona if you don’t 
believe me. 

“She’s the leader among the Nine Caeloros Gods of Nothingness, yet even she can’t 
decide who gets to be the Supreme Path!” 

James shrugged. “I guess I was being too ambitious.” 

“Make another request, James.” Xanthakos was almost begging at that point. 

“We need to take care of the Alcide beings left behind by the Waitara Path and seize 
control of the Forty-Ninth Heaven first. Only then can we think about the issue of the 
Supreme Path.” 

James took a deep breath and glanced over his shoulder in the Nothingness 
Formation’s direction. “What do you guys think?” 

“Xanthakos cannot be trusted,” Harper said. 

After that, the fake Lesia, Yianni, and Morgott voiced their opposition as well. 

Xanthakos’ expression hardened. He just could not let the words of some weaklings 
sabotage his plan when he was this close to succeeding. 

He began, “I can’t guarantee that you’ll be able to secure the Supreme Path’s yours can 
have half of the Forty-Ninth Heaven’s cultivation resources once we succeed in seizing 
control of the place. 

“I will also help find the remaining two Xyloria Pearls you need for the Five Spirits 
Integration.” 

Xanthakos puffed up his chest. “I’m willing to enter into a soul contract with those 
conditions. What do you think?” 

James had a pensive look on his face. In the Nothingness Formation, Harper and 
Hankin exchanged a glance. “He’s willing to go so far to get James’ help?” 

“It’s a false promise.” Hankin snorted. “Xanthakos needs the Mortal Emperor now. So, 
he’s willing to make any promise. However, things will be different once he has the Path 
Designation Bead.” 



Harper cupped her cheek with one hand. “Perhaps this could be a reason for us to join 
the battle?” 
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James conjured a soul contract. 

Apart from what Xanthakos had offered earlier, the contract also included a clause that 
forbade any parties from harming the other person. 

Xanthakos was a little surprised as he checked the contents of the soul contract. 

However, he soon infused his soul sigil into the contract, showing almost no hesitation. 

James found it rather surprising that Xanthakos had signed the soul contract so easily. 

He could not help but wonder if Xanthakos truly intended to work with him or if he had a 
bigger ulterior motive. 

“Alright.” Xanthakos beamed at him. “We can finally work together now, James. 

“Bring your friends and come with me. We’ll initiate an attack right away.” 

James narrowed his eyes. He instinctively sensed something suspicious about 
Xanthakos’ actions. However, he could not quite pinpoint what the issue was at the 
moment. 

If, by any chance, Xanthakos was planning to destroy the soul contract he had just 
signed voluntarily, it would mean he possessed unimaginable powers. 

Anyway, James had pretty much achieved his purpose since Xanthakos seemed quite 
convinced that James sincerely wanted to work with him. 

Also, as long as James’ main self of Path was still inside the Gate of Mystery, he would 
not have to worry about any of Xanthakos’ traps or schemes. 

“Do you still have other concerns about this?” Xanthakos asked. 

He saw James standing there rooted to the spot and reckoned that might be the case. 

James examined the sigil found on the soul contract carefully. Then, he put the contract 
away in a safe place. 

“Why would I have any concerns when you’re doing your best to accommodate me?” 



James glanced over his shoulder and called aloud, “Guys, let’s go! It’s time we head 
outside for a change of scenery.” 

Harper and Hankin exchanged a glance. Then, the two of them led the fake Yianni and 
Morgott out of the Nothingness Formation and headed in James’ direction. 

“Huh? Where’s Frona?” Xanthakos asked. 

James smirked. “Frona is my second body. However, she doesn’t like you. Do you need 
to see her now?” 

Xanthakos immediately shook his head. He did not want to risk ruining everything when 
he had finally succeeded in persuading James. 

He reached his hand and appeared to clasp onto something. Then, he opened a gate 
shining with bright lights the next instant. Xanthakos gestured to James and his friends 
to go first. 

Harper, Hankin, the fake Morgott, and fake Yianni exited through the gate. 

Before James stepped through the gate, he looked over his shoulder at the Nothingness 
Formation. 

“I’ll leave the Nothingness Formation here as a sign that I was here. I’ve gotten quite 
attached to this place after all.” 

Xanthakos almost tripped and fell when he heard those words. 

The Gate of Mystery belonged to him. Yet, James shamelessly stayed inside and 
treated the place as if it was his home. 

James heaved a long breath and headed into the gate with bright lights, leaving the 
Gate of Mystery behind. 

At that very moment, Xanthakos’ expression changed. “That pain in the ass finally left! 
It’s finally time for me to have some fun. I’m going to make him suffer and pay for 
everything he’s done!” 

Xanthakos raised his hand and cast a gigantic palm-shaped form in the Nothingness 
Formation’s direction. 

As soon as the gigantic palm reached the formation, it transformed into numerous balls 
of flames to surround the structure. 



After Xanthakos left and the gate of lights vanished, James’ main self of Path, which 
was infused with the Nothingness Formation, materialized. ” You want to make me 
suffer? We’ll see if you can really do that.” 

 


