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Thea chuckled. “James, do you really think you're all-powerful? That you can handle
everything on your own?”

James fell silent, unable to respond. Thea sighed deeply.

‘I know | can’t help you against such a powerful opponent. But if | hadn’t shown up in the
myriad realms, do you think Juniper’s present and future selves would have been exposed?”

James clenched his jaw, his frustration evident, but inside, he could only sigh bitterly.

“Yes, | understand you’re doing this for my sake,” Thea continued, her voice steady. “You're
afraid something unexpected might happen to me. As a husband, you always put me first,
even preparing for the worst. And as your wife, I'm deeply touched.”

“But are you the only one worth protecting?” She locked eyes with James. “You are the master
of the Haleth Realm—the hope of every living being.”

“You know exactly what Juniper’s reincarnation is like. He will stop at nothing to find me and
the Bright Heavenly Dao. Yet you put me in the new world. Are you planning to use the lives
of everyone there as a shield? To sacrifice them all just to hide me?”

James’s face darkened.

“The new world exists because of you—to save all living beings,” Thea said, tears welling in
her eyes. “If it's destroyed because of me, what does that make me? How will the world see
me? A monstrous villain responsible for their suffering?”

James opened his mouth to speak, but Thea cut him off.

“That’s the public view,” she said, her voice trembling with emotion. “Now let’s talk about the
personal side of things.”



“As your wife, am | supposed to just sit back and watch you risk your life? To accept your so-
called protection and safety while doing nothing? Do you think |, Thea, am so cold-hearted,
so selfish?”

James'’s expression tightened. “I—"

“If | follow your plan, then publicly, | become a catastrophe upon the world, a sinner beyond
redemption. And privately, | would be nothing more than a greedy, selfish, heartless coward.”

Her voice rose with passion, echoing through the room. Even Yaretzi, Xezal, and the other
warriors around them couldn’t help but be moved.

James lowered his head like a child awaiting scolding, unable to argue.

Thea’s eyes burned with determination as she pointed at him. “Listen to me, James. | swear
to you, as your first wife, if anything happens to you—if you never return—I will avenge you
at all costs. And once that is done, | will not live in this world alone.”

Her words struck like thunder. Yaretzi and the others were stunned, while James,
overwhelmed by emotion, pulled Thea into a fierce embrace.

He had never expected Thea to see things this way.
Yes, they had endured countless hardships together. Their love was unshakable.
If one of them fell, how could the other go on?

Rather than live in constant fear and separation, wasn't it better to face it all together and take
a chance?

What was there to hesitate about? To fear?
When confronted with an opponent this powerful, was it the time to be cautious and doubtful?

James tightened his arms around Thea, holding her as if he would never let go.



