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Kevin kept running against the rain with his head down. He didn't even notice Leena
approaching and had no idea that she was crying for him.

Kevin's father was very strict with him. He had set high expectations for him. Kevin had
always been in a loop of having to drive himself harder and excel. It seemed to Kevin
that they never really bonded as father and son. The way they got along with each other
was more like him as the subordinate and his dad as his superior.

Leena didn't get too close as she was afraid that he would see her tears. She was
peering through the rain from a distance. The running figure made her lost in her
thoughts. She had never been through any physical punishment like this. She grew up
being loved, pampered, and indulged by the people around her.

Kevin had a chance to raise his head and saw Leena standing there watching. A
sudden warmth ran through him. He felt as if something held his heart tenderly. He had
a soft side despite being a tough soldier. This kind of silent company reminded him of
the friendship he had with brothers in the army.

"Nana, what are you doing here? It is raining, be careful not to get wet." Kevin ran
quickly up to Lenna, his clothes dripping. His white shirt was soaked and clung tightly to
his body, showcasing his muscled torso.

Leena froze and wasn't able to digest everything he said. She was utterly shocked. It
was the first time that he called her Nana, a nickname which sounded a little too
intimate.

"What is wrong? Are you cold?" Kevin worriedly reached out to check her body
temperature. However, he realized how wet he was and his hand stopped mid-air.

"I'm fine. How much longer do you have to run?" Leena tipped the umbrella over him in
an attempt to protect him from the rain. It was then that she noticed that his lips were
blue and trembling. That was it! Her eyes went back to welling up again.

Until | can't run anymore. You should go back inside." Kevin wiped the rain from his
face. He pushed the umbrella back to her. He was drenched already and he didn't want
her to get wet as well.

"But it seems like you can't run anymore. Can you stop? Let's get back together., shall
we?" The tears that were streaming down Leena's face made her look like a fragile
child.




"Hey. What's with the tears? Look at me, | am fine. | really am. Don't cry, you silly girl."
Kevin tried to wipe her tears but her tears seemed to come in a torrent. His cold
fingertips brushed against her cheeks and touched her hot tears.

"l am sorry. It's all my fault. You wouldn't have to do this if it weren't for me." Leena
sniffed. He was punished because she ran away. She was so drowned by guilt and
worry that it was hard to breathe.

"It's not your fault. | am punished because | talked back to Dad. Don't overthink it. Now
go back. | will be back soon." Kevin frowned. He didn't feel cold while he was running.
Now he had stopped for a while and the chill of the rain began to work through.

"But you talked back to him because of me." She pursed her lips. She wouldn't have run
away on impulse if she had thought about the consequence.

"It's not like that. How about you go back and make some hot soup for me? | will need
some to get warmed when | am back." Kevin had to say that. It was clear that Leena
was reluctant to leave, thus, he gave her a task. This might be the only way to make her
change her mind.

"Oh, How come I didn't think of that? | will go back and get the soup ready. Just come
back quickly, okay? Dad won't know if you slack off a little." Leena was action-oriented.
Once she decided to do something, she would not delay. Soon she turned and headed
back to the house.

"Um. Be careful. Look out for the puddles,” Kevin warned after her, his eyes fixed on her
back. It was only after she was gone that he resumed running. Leena didn't know his
father as he did. His father had been in the army for so many years. He could easily
calculate how long Kevin could last. This was kind of basic knowledge to Nathan
already.

"Leena, where have you been? I've been looking for you." Shannon asked as soon as
Leena entered the house. She had been in the kitchen for a while and then Leena was
nowhere to be found. She had thought that Nathan might have given Leena another

telling-off and sent her running away again. She was just about to reason with Nathan.

"Oh. Is there something wrong?" Leena was puzzled as she put down the umbrella and
wiped the rain off her face.

"l couldn't find you. | am worried about you. Why are you wet? Did you go to check on
Kevin?" Shannon fetched a tissue and helped her dry her face.

"Yeah. Speaking of this, | need to make some hot soup for him." Leena hurried towards
the kitchen as Shannon was still trying to get her dry.




"l almost forget this. Let me do it. You are drenched. You need to get changed. | don't
want you to catch a cold.” Shannon went on. Leena wasn't as strong as her son. She
had led a sheltered life like a delicate flower in a greenhouse. Thus, Shannon was
worried that she would get sick from the cold.

"Mom, | want to do this for him by myself. Is that okay?" Embarrassment was on
Leena's voice when she lowered her head.

"Oh. I should have known. Of course. If you want to, do as you like." Shannon couldn't
hide her amusement. It seemed like they were indeed a lovely couple. Probably she
was just overthinking everything.

Um, thanks, Mom!" It was only then that Leena smiled sweetly. She probably just loved
Kevin too much that she would do anything for him. She adored how it felt to be needed
by him.

Kevin never cheated. He kept running until he was worn out. It was exactly as how he
promised his father. He was shattered when he walked back, feeling as though his legs
had turned to lead.

"Kevin, take your wet clothes off. Wrap up in the blanket." The sight of her son like this
made Shannon's eyes sting. She would make it a point to have a discussion with
Nathan tonight.

"Mom, | am fine. Where is Leena? Is she all right?" The worry for Leena made him
completely forget drying himself. He feared that she might get soaked by the rain.

"Ah. She said that she would have a bath ready for you. Get yourself wrapped and take
a bath first. That will make you feel better." His mother draped the blanket over his
shoulders. It didn't seem to help much, nevertheless, it helped absorb some water from
his clothes.

"Okay. | am going upstairs." Kevin didn't refuse his mother's care. He pulled the blanket
around him and went upstairs. His steps were leaving puddles on the floor.

Leena was about to check if Kevin had come back. Much to her surprise, she walked
straight into him outside the door.

"Kevin, you ran for so long. | had to heat the soup again and again!" Leena's eyes lit up
upon seeing Kevin. It didn't take long though before she puckered her lips and
reprimanded him. It had been almost an hour since she got back.

"Don't be mad, silly. | am already back." Kevin forced out a smile, completely being tired
and worn out. His father didn't even pin down the exact miles and just easily pushed him
to the limit. His father really knew how to punish people and God knew that the old man

was doing a good job with it.
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"Oh no! You're so cold! | have to raise the temperature a bit more." Leena was shocked
by how cold his skin felt when she touched his face. She immediately decided to
increase the temperature and run to the bathroom in haste.

Nana, it's okay. I'll take a shower. Wait for me." Kevin's voice trembled as he spoke. It
was just now that he could feel how freezing the rain really was. It was biting on his
bones painfully, though it never had been when he was still running.

"Yes. I'll go downstairs to get the soup for you. You should have some to make you
warm. Take your clothes off quickly before you get sick." Leena said those words in a
hurry after giving the man a quick glance. She had to spit her words as fast as she
could since she was already at the verge of crying.

Be careful, okay? Don't get burned by the soup." Kevin managed to remind her amidst
his shaking. He remembered how badly her hand was scalded one time she was
cooking. He couldn't afford to have her brothers be angry and glower at him again.

"Yes, | got it. Now take a shower!" The lady said as she rushed out of the room. She
couldn't help but frown when she encountered the tiny puddles Kevin left on the stairs
as they slowed her a bit.

Meanwhile, a smile cracked on Kevin's lips while watching Leena's back. It was then
that he felt the chills striking him again and he sneezed. He quickly went to the
bathroom and wondered if he already caught a cold.

The warm water that hit his body made him feel a bit better. It somehow kept him from
freezing even more. Perhaps it really was a challenge to run under the rain in such
harsh weather.

Leena grabbed a mop and started mopping the stairs. They would be the ones to be
blamed if someone got hurt due to the puddles Kevin left. It was only after she finished
cleaning that she rushed into the kitchen, took the soup, and returned to their room. The
soup had already been on the desk for a while when Leena shot the bathroom door a
glance. She hadn't seen Kevin walked out from it nor heard the water from the shower.
Goodness! What could possibly happen?

She carefully walked towards the bathroom and was about to put her ear against the
door when the door suddenly opened. Everything happened too fast that she lost her




balance and slumped. She closed her eyes in the anticipation that she would hit the
floor. Thus, it was to her surprise when her cheek hit a strong solid chest instead.

"Oh! You're done!" Leena smiled awkwardly as her beautiful face turned bright red.
Goodness! What on earth was she doing? Did she just throw herself to him?

"Ah...yes. Why are you being so careless?" Kevin was standing on the doorway with
just a bathroom towel around his waist. He couldn't help but frown as he wondered
about what Leena was doing. His perfectly sculpted physique was displayed to her as
he hadn't worn his pajama yet.

"Ur! Well..." The lady grimaced. She was suddenly out of words. How could she even
explain why she was standing next to the door in the first place?

"What? Are you planning to lean against my chest the whole time?" A curious smile
cracked Kevin's lips. He wouldn't mind having her lean against him forever if he wasn't
that tired. Moreover, it would be to his great pleasure if they could discuss what she was
doing and more.

"Ur! I'm sorry. I've already got your clothes. They are on the bed." The awkwardness on
Leena's word doubled due to his teasing. Would it be too much to wish for the floor to
just eat her up and make her disappear?

"Are you not going to give me some privacy?" The handsome man was having the time
of his life while teasing his bashful wife. He went past her and walked to the bedroom.
Then he fumbled on the tie of his towel as if he was about to take it off.

"Why?" Leena asked. She was too puzzled about what Kevin said. She didn't think she
had invaded his privacy.

Wipe your mouth, Nana. You're not allowed to drool over my body tonight. You know,
I'm exhausted and it will be bad for me if you'll force me to do something rigorous for
you tonight." He continued with his playfully seductive remarks. His eyes were dancing
with amusement as he looked at her.

"Oh? Really?" Leena did not realize that he was making fun of her until she reached for
her mouth and found nothing. Too late though as the guy had already burst into
laughter. She had never seen him laugh so loudly and lively before. She didn't even
have the chance to be mad because of his joke. His laugh sounded like music to her
and it made her lost. He was beyond perfect to her.

"Ha-ha. Nana, how could you be so foolish to trust everything that | say? Where's the
soup? Did you eat all of it?" Kevin said while putting his clothes on. He didn't even mind
being completely naked before Leena as he believed that it was necessary for her to
feel comfortable with his bareness.




"Oh! Yes, the soup! Umh... It's there. Have it," replied Leena. She walked to the desk
and took the soup. Then she walked back to Kevin and carefully handed it to him.

Kevin still got his naughty grin when he took the soup from Leena. He gave it a sip and
found that it was not as hot as he had imagined. Seconds more and he was already
chugging it down. The soup was all good until he choked and ended up coughing. It was
much thicker than the normal ginger soup and was extremely spicy.

"Did you put lots of ginger in it?" Kevin opened his mouth and breathed heavily. He
didn't see that level of spiciness coming at all. He was almost between tears and
laughter as he looked at Leena who was standing next to him with her chin up. What did
she want? Praise or a pat on the back?

"l didn't put much! | just put two big pieces. | was even afraid that the soup was not hot
enough." Leena sniffed and wrinkled her brows. She had been thinking about it and
even considered adding more ginger. There was nothing but pure innocence on her
face.
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"OK, OK! You got me." Kevin twisted the corners of his mouth heavily. She had been
acting matured the past few days and he almost forgot her real age. He had been too
comfortable thinking that she could do everything without him needing to worry. Bad, it
was just now that he realized he was wrong.

What? Does it taste bad?" Leena took a tentative look at the empty bowl then shot
Kevin with a questioning glare. If it really tasted terrible, how could he drain the bowl

without even pausing for breath? It did not make sense at all!

Didn't you taste it?" Kevin put his coat on and wondered, 'Isn't she supposed to taste
whatever she's cooking?'

"No, I didn't. Did | put too much sugar in it?" was Leena's puzzled reply. She just put a
small amount of sugar. The soup shouldn't be that sweet.

| should have left some for you." Kevin said adoringly and shook his head. She might
have anticipated this thing unconsciously and skipped tasting it. Lucky her! She just
spared herself from drinking a terrible soup.




"Is it really that bad?" The lady cocked her head innocently. She could just imagine how
the soup tasted like based on how Kevin looked.

"What do you think? You put two big pieces of ginger? How much soup were you
cooking? Were you looking forward to making enough to fill our bathtub or just our
casserole?" The man gave her a side glance in a defiant manner. He aimed to make her
understand what was wrong when he suddenly sneezed twice. Shoot! It seemed that he
did catch a cold.

"Uh! Well! | thought the more | put, the better. Isn't it?" It was then that Leena decided to
use her most powerful weapon and flash her sweet smile at him. It was so effective that
Kevin was instantly caught on a phase where he couldn't rebuke her anymore.

"Hey, never mind. Let's go downstairs. It's probably dinner time." There was no more
discussion needed since her smile already captured him. His hand gently reached to
comb her beautiful hair. He then took her hand and guided her out of their room. It was
to their surprise when they met Nathan, who was coincidentally just walking out of the
study at that same time.

Dad." Kevin greeted with a low voice. He never complained a bit even if his father just
punished him. He was so casual with how he moved as if nothing happened.

Did you finish the running?" Nathan asked in an unnatural tone. He was silently worried
about him though he wouldn't say. He wondered if he had been too harsh on him. He
was his son after all and not one of his soldiers. Just like what Shannon said, this was
their home and not the army base.

"Yes!" Kevin had already been used to his strict father, thus, he did not feel anything
unnatural at all. It was Leena who had sensed the slight changes in Nathan. The old
man looked like he was masking his concern with his solid voice. It came to Leena that
Nathan loved Kevin regardless of how strict he was. It was probably because he wasn't
accustomed to expressing his feelings thus his voice sounded unnatural to her ear.

"Kevin, are you alright?" Claire also walked downstairs. She was a bit surprised to see a
refreshed Kevin. She had imagined her brother lying on the bed and quivering under the
quilt.

"Are you expecting that I'm not alright?" Kevin cast a side glance at his sister coldly. He
then looked at Louisa before focusing his attention on Leena. He carefully watched how
the expression on her beautiful face changed.

"No, I'm not. I'm just curious. Plus, who are you by the way? You are the youngest and
most promising Major General in S city. | doubt it if this rain even affected you." Claire
was smiling as she teased and praised his brother at the same time.




"Stop flattering me anymore. It doesn't work on me," replied Kevin and rubbed his nose.
He was getting a bit uncomfortable and couldn't help sneezing.

"Did you catch a cold?" Worry laced Leena's voice when she turned to Kevin. He had
sneezed back in the bedroom but she had not taken it seriously at that time. It was
different now because he had been doing it randomly for a while. It made her uneasy.

"No, | have a strong body. Don't worry." Kevin smiled to comfort her. It was unfortunate
that his promise did not last long because his fever was confirmed in the evening.

Leena didn't have any clue that he was that sick until the heat from his burning body
woke her up. She worriedly reached out to feel his temperature and immediately drew
back. She moved and turned the bedside lamp on in a rush.

Kevin, wake up. You said you're strong, right?" Leena shook his body slightly as she
attempted to wake him up. Her anxiousness was being blown up with every second that
passed by.

"What should | do? We're not in S city now and | can't just call Tom to come here." She
didn't think of asking help from her parents-in-law and automatically thought of Tom who
was far away. He was honestly the first person that came into her mind. They had
known each other for years and he had always cared for her as their doctor.

She never had any experience in taking care of someone sick. She was panicking and
was in a complete mess. She ran to the bathroom, took a wet towel to make a cold
compress, then carefully placed it on Kevin's forehead. She knew she needed to lower
his temperature.

It was to her depression though that her attempt didn't work and Kevin started
convulsing in a minute. It made her run downstairs in a hurry without even wrapping
herself with her coat. Her palm was beginning to get cold due to how anxious she was.

Leena did not have the time to be polite anymore as she was in an emergency case.
She stood at their parents' room and knocked on the door continuously. It was their
place and they were more familiar with it if they needed to find a doctor for Kevin. She
didn't care anymore if her actions were rude. She would wake them up no matter what
as Kevin needed help.
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"It's late, Leena. What's going on?" Shannon opened the door and was surprised to see
Leena standing outside.

"Sorry to interrupt you, Mom. Kevin is having a severe fever. | don't know where the
medical kit is." Leena finished her words hastily with her hands rubbing anxiously.

"What? He got a fever? You can go and take care of him. I'll ask your Dad to call the
doctor from the army. We'll be there soon." For a while it seemed like being anxious
was communicable and Shannon caught it too. She already said it earlier! Her son
might be strong but it wasn't a guarantee that his body could take a long run under that
freezing rain. It was Nathan who didn't listen to her and now Kevin was sick!

"Yes! | see. Then I'm going back now." Her mother-in-law's words rendered Leena a
little relief. It was nice to know that she wasn't alone as she faced the ordeal.

"Go! Don't worry. The doctor is not far away from here. He'll be here soon," Shannon
comforted her and just as she said, the doctor did come shortly after. Leena was a bit
surprised to see the doctor arrive in such a short time. It was indeed true that every man
in the army was quick to respond.

"How's he doing? Is he alright, Dr. Pei?" Shannon asked anxiously after the doctor
finished checking on Kevin.

"Don't worry! Major General is not that bad. He just caught a cold. I'll have him on an
intravenous drip and get him some pills. He should be fine with these.” Dr. Pei was not a
young man but it was evident that he talked to Shannon in a respectful tone. She was
his superior's wife after all.

"Tsk! Such a weakling. It's just some rain. How did he catch a cold?" Nathan could not
help murmuring despite the relief that flooded him. He was deeply worried too upon
knowing that his son was sick.

"Okay! So it is you who have a strong body. Why don't you go out and run in the rain,
Nathan?" It was Shannon's angry voice that replied to the man. She was even staring at
him defiantly. Dr. Pei was still there, thus, it was not appropriate for her to complain
against Nathan. Nonetheless, she couldn't stop herself. She had warned that Kevin did
not need to be punished to run in the rain but her husband just put a deaf ear to her
suggestion. He had insisted on saying that Kevin should be a tough soldier and should
keep his words. It was all thanks to him that her son was sick.

Don't make a fuss. It's just a fever, nothing serious. He'll be fine as soon as he takes the
pills. He is just pretending to be seriously ill as if something terrible is happening to him,"
Nathan rebuked Shannon as she nagged. It was just rain. Why so serious? It was just
common for him to be under the rain when he was younger. He was not as weak as
Kevin and never had he caught a cold. What happened now just meant that Kevin
needed to be trained more. It was his lack of training that caused him to be that sick.




"You are not the one who is lying on the bed because of a fever. You're not in the
position to judge him." Shannon was not as angry as she seemed to be at the
beginning, but Nathan's retort blew up her fuse. She grew angrier and blamed him in a
more serious tone.

Don't get angry, Dad, Mom. It's all my fault. This wouldn't happen if I hadn't run away in
an impulse. It is because of me that Kevin's sick." Leena cut through the fight with a
humble apology. She felt guilty seeing them quarrel with each other because of this.
She gave them a sincere look and wished for the conflict to stop.

Shannon opened her mouth a couple of times but then just decided to shut her mouth.
She didn't want to see Leena depressed because of what was going on.

On the other hand, Nathan glanced at Leena with an admiring look. Her action made
him realize that she was thoughtful and sensitive even though she was born and raised
up in a rich family. It was possible that he had made a mistake on stereotyping her and
should start treating her better next time.

"Dr. Pei, do you need to check him more? He ran for a long time in the rain. I'm afraid
there might be some complications such as pneumonia." Leena was still extremely
worried. Pneumonia and fever always got her in a combo whenever she was sick. She
was worried Kevin might be in the same situation.

"Take it easy! I've already checked carefully. The Major General is fine. It's just a fever.
His temperature should go down soon as he finishes having his ivy drip." Dr. Pei was
patient enough to explain to Leena. He paid more attention to her as he talked. He
found Leena really thoughtful from what he just heard earlier though he dared not to
interrupt with their family affair.

Oh! Thank you so much," Leena said in a grateful tone. She reached out to touch
Kevin's forehead. He was still hot but his condition was way better than before.

You are welcome. I'll get him some medicine. He can take some after he wakes up." A
mild smile appeared on Dr. Pei's face before he got busy with his medical kit.

"Yes! | see,”" was Leena's reply. It was only then that she finally managed to smile
sweetly since Kevin got sick. She looked extremely happy and delightful.

Okay. I've noted the way and time of taking the medicine. Just follow it. I'll wait until he
finishes the drip." Dr. Pei handed the medicine over to Leena and emphasized the way
to take the medicine. He was afraid that she might ignore the note.

"Since everything's all good, let's have a cup of tea downstairs, Dr. Pei. It's going to take
some time for the drip." Shannon smiled and invited Dr. Pei enthusiastically. It was
undeniable that the woman was a part of Nathan's success. He partially owed his high




position to her as she had always been a wife who could deal with various people and

supported him from behind.
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"OK. | need to take his temperature later anyway." Dr. Pei hesitated for a second before
taking Shannon's advice. However, before he left the room, he gave Leena several tips
for precaution, so she could take better care of the patient. Leena watched them walk
out of the bedroom and cast a glance at Kevin. She gently tucked his quilt for him.
Sitting by his bed in silence, she fondly gazed at his handsome face. For a moment, she
was lost in her own thoughts.

He looked so peaceful. She was happy that she got to have a moment with him, just by
herself. Leena's eyes flitted across his face, attracted to his flawless eyebrows. They
were thick but well-trimmed. Her lips curled up as she looked at him. She could feel her
heart beat getting faster and faster. 'He looks so manly with those eyebrows,' Leena
thought. ‘Manlier than any other man | have ever seen in my life.'

Uncontrollably drawn to him, she extended her hand, her fingers gently touching the
corner of his lips. The heat she felt on her skin was sensational. A brilliant smile cracked
across her face. Leena sighed softly as her heart overflowed with warmth and
tenderness. Kevin was an awe-inspiring soldier, she knew that. But right now, as she
saw him harmlessly lying on the bed, she realized she enjoyed getting to know the other
side of this tough man.

What a foolish man," she thought. 'He thought he could boast about his health and
body? Look at him now, he is lying on bed helplessly because he's ill. God, he really
worried me." Leena shook her head, trying to get all the negativity out of her mind. She
was quite relieved that he no longer had a fever. Otherwise, she wouldn't have a clue
what to do.

When Kevin slowly came to his senses, it was already dawn. The room was silent. He
could only see the dazzling lights on the ceiling.

Confused by his surroundings, Kevin furrowed his eyebrows and instantly felt the dull
pain on the back of his head. He didn't have a clue what was going on. Without thinking,
he reached out to the space next to him. The emptiness surprised him. The person who
was supposed to be there was long gone. Mildly irritated by the fact, Kevin's heart sank.
With great effort, he supported himself on his arms and tried to check out his
surroundings. However, he was still too weak for the effort. Considerably fatigued and




feeling dizzy, Kevin fell back heavily onto the bed, gasping for air. To his delight, he
suddenly caught the familiar figure sitting on the edge of the mattress. His beloved
petite wife was not so far away from him, after all. Leena was sound asleep, and the
sweetest smile he had ever seen graced her pretty face.

Kevin was relieved to find her by his side. His lips turned up as he gazed at her
beautiful, asleep face fondly. 'Silly woman, come closer to me. It would be much more
comfortable to sleep here with me, on the bed," Kevin thought. He was confused about
how exhausted he felt as it was quite unnatural for him not to be able to use his full
strength. Kevin was not aware of how sick he was. He leaned toward her and tried to
pull her into his arms. However, the attempt failed. His face grew dark as he came to
the conclusion that something was seriously wrong with his body. 'What happened to
me?' Kevin gazed at his hands and thought to himself. 'How am | so weak and useless?'
Judging from the fact that he had been nicely tucked in the bed, Kevin wondered what
kind of illness he had gotten himself into.

Nana," Kevin called out to his wife. It shocked him to find that his own voice sounded so
coarse and deep. It actually hurt him to speak and he could distinctly feel the sharp pain
in his throat. 'There is no doubt now that | am ill," he thought. His face cracked into a
bitter smile. He understood now why his limbs felt so numb. His strength had escaped
him.

Leena had been taking utmost care of Kevin all the time. She looked after him with
constant attention, in case his prolonged fever lasted all night long. She was worried
about his body temperature, which was too high. It concerned her very much to see him
lying in bed looking so frail, his lips dry and cracked. Despite the fact that she herself
was tired, Leena was busy putting cold, damp towels on his forehead and wetting his
lips with g-tips from time to time. Eventually, she got tired and dozed off. As she sat on
the edge of the bed, she was sound asleep, just like a baby. Although Kevin addressed
her, she could not hear his voice. Looking after Kevin all night long had worn her out.

"Honey, just come over. It's warmer here, otherwise you will catch a cold.” A warmth
and tenderness found its way to Kevin's heart, as he thought about how his loving wife
must have looked after him when he was unconscious. What a wonderful woman. He
was genuinely moved by her kindness. Leena made his soul sing. 'When | opened my
eyes, this beautiful angel was resting right by me, as if she was guarding me."' He felt
touched. Kevin was sure that this was the kind of moment every man on earth longed
(o] 8

Leena opened her eyes slowly and looked up. "Hey, you." She smiled at him when she
found him awake, her voice betraying her enthusiasm as she gazed at him
affectionately. Leena was delighted to find that he looked much better.

Kevin, you are finally awake! How do you feel now? Do you feel any pain?" With earnest
words, she reached out to him. Her soft hand touched his forehead, carefully assessing
his body temperature. Dr. Pei had advised her to check his fever constantly. She took




his advise and had been paying attention to his temperature all night. Leena was
nervous about his illness and hadn't closed her own eyes for a single minute. It was only
around dawn, when she couldn't deal with her drowsiness any longer that she fell
asleep right next to him.

"l am sorry that | caused you to suffer. Apparently, | overestimated myself." Kevin tried
to give her a soothing smile to calm her nerves. However, he failed to do so and his
smile turned bitter. For a moment, he found it awkward to even look her in the eyes.
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Why are you apologizing to me like that? | know you didn't mean to cause me trouble on
purpose. To be honest with you, | should be the one saying sorry here. You are sick
because of me. It was my fault that you got in trouble. You were punished for my sake
and ended up with a nasty fever. | owe you a lot. You should not be sorry to me at all.”
Leena lowered her head. She was deeply upset, and could not blame herself any
harder for causing Kevin the unnecessary hassle. So she decided to face him, her
expression determined. The way she spilled her heart out was very mature of her. Her
eyes reflected sadness and helplessness that indicated she had already seen a lot of
hardship in her short life.

"Honey, please don't say that. This was clearly an issue between me and my father. It
has absolutely nothing to do with you. Just come over and join me in the bed. It is much

warmer here. You should have taken your nap here, right here beside me. Your hands
are so cold. Are you shivering?" Fervently, Kevin caught her hands and put them
around his lips. He blew hot air to them, trying his best to warm her up. His intimate
behavior caused her to blush instantly.

"One moment." Leena smiled, pulling her hands back. She looked up at him and
said,"Dr. Pei told me to give you your medicine as soon as you wake up. | need to get it
for you. | will be right back." Leena walked over to the other side of the room and took
out the medicine. One by one, she carefully counted the pills out according to the
doctor's prescription. 'There should be no mistake in the dose, ' Leena thought. She
double checked the pills before handing them to Kevin along with a glass of water.

"Who are you talking about? Dr. Pei?" Kevin's eyebrows furrowed slightly. He was not
quite sure who this Dr. Pei was and what he apparently prescribed him. However, upon
seeing the concerned look on her face, Kevin obediently opened his mouth and
swallowed all the pills she gave him.




"Don't worry. Dr. Pei is the kind doctor who ran the checks on you earlier. He is very
professional. Here, take the water. Drink it up!" His lips casually brushed over her hand,
immediately causing her to retract back as she felt the sensation. Leena looked away,
her face bright red. It didn't matter how intimate they had been with each other
previously, she still found it quite hard to face him without feeling butterflies in her
stomach.

Kevin, on the other hand, was more natural and relaxed. He didn't notice her
embarrassment. Instead, he swallowed the water and washed down the pills he had
taken. He trusted her completely and didn't doubt her words at all.

"All right. | have taken the medicine as per your requirement. Now you should come to
bed with me." Kevin took the glass from her hand and put it away on the night stand
beside the bed. He grinned at her feebly and invited her to bed in all eagerness. He was
worried for her own well-being first, that was why he gulped down the pills as fast as he
could.

"Are you hungry? How about some noodle soup? | can make you something nice to eat
in a jiffy." Leena turned to see the time on the wall clock. It was well past six in the
morning. Usually, soldiers started their morning drills early. However, today it seemed to
be quiet. She didn't hear any drill sounds. 'l must have been fast asleep so | missed the
drill,’ Leena thought.

"Hungry for what? Darling, you shouldn't ask me such sensitive questions. You might
not be able to afford the consequences. | might just get what | wish for." Kevin smiled
dangerously, looking most handsome in the moment. Although he looked quite pale due
to his sickness, his eyes sparkled with desire. He had his own unique sense of humor,
which was undoubtedly his sexiest quality.

"What consequences are you talking about?" Leena turned back to face him, looking
innocently into his dark eyes. She was confused. 'What does he mean by asking me
what he is hungry for?' She didn't get him. An innocent girl like Leena was not able to
read between the lines. Her clueless expression and her wide, black eyes made him
want to immediately pull her into his strong arms. Kevin smiled evilly. For a second, he
felt like he was positively wicked. He shouldn't joke around with her on this subject. It
was not the right timing yet.

"Never mind. Change the topic. | shouldn't talk to you like that." Grinning widely, Kevin
slowly shook his head. What a naive girl his little wife was. He felt like he was at the end
of his wits. How could he possibly make her fall for him? Without speaking, he just
gazed at her fondly, wondering how to address her decently.

His intense look made her blush deeper shades of red. As she looked into his eyes,
Leena felt like her world was spinning much too quickly. It slowly dawned on her what
he meant. When she finally realized his intentions, she covered up her blush with her
hands and yelped. The embarrassment was overwhelming. She bit her lip. It never




occurred to her that a serious man like Kevin could actually imply something that was so
bold and shameless.

"How dare you." She scolded him, softly uttering her embarrassment from between her
teeth. Now that she knew his intent, there was no way she would voluntarily come to
bed with him.

"Well, do you want me to get you here myself?" Kevin looked determined as he lowered
his voice. His eyes were so solemn that for a moment, she blanked out. He meant

business. He really wanted her by his side so he could warm her up.

"Fine! | will sleep next to you." Leena pouted and climbed onto the bed. She didn't lie
right next to him. Instead, she carefully chose a spot opposite him on the edge, which
she believed to be safe enough. Leena pulled over the quilt to cover herself up.

"Come over here. Don't test my patience." Kevin frowned when he saw her weird
behavior. It made him realize that she didn't want to be close to him. He just had a small
cold, that was it. Why was she avoiding him like he had some kind of plague? 'Is she
deliberately keeping distance from me to annoy me?' Kevin thought unpleasantly.
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You look very scary." Pouting, Leena slowly moved toward him. He looked quite
intimidating and she didn't want to cause any unnecessary trouble for herself. Besides,
he was the patient here. For the sake of his speedy recovery, she shouldn't upset him.
Right now, it would be wise to do what he asked for.

"What are you afraid of? Rest assured, | will leave you alone. Even if you want some
aggressive cuddling, | am afraid | don't have enough strength at the moment!" Her
nervousness had him laughing out of nowhere. 'She is so adorable, ' he thought. The
anxious look on her pretty face triggered something deep in his heart. No matter how
hard he tried, he could no longer put on a straight face with her.

"Stop it! | didn't mean that at all! Kevin Gu, you are so exasperating!" Leena threw him
an offended look, abruptly turning her head away. All men were such pigs! Seriously,
why was he thinking about sex all the time?

"So what did you mean exactly? Kiddo, | didn't say anything. You are the one having
inappropriate thoughts here." With these words, he leaned over and circled his strong
arms around her. The moment he touched her, she trembled. The feeling was mutual




for him. He was shocked to find that she was so cold. Her soft body was chilly.
Apparently, she didn't sleep well last night. The thought that she didn't rest well because
she was looking after him upset Kevin. He felt eaten up by the mixed feelings inside of
him.

"Your implication was obvious. You led me into thinking about it." Leena released a soft
sigh. She didn't push him away, instead, she leaned back and rested her head
comfortably on his muscular chest. She couldn't deny the fact that she enjoyed getting
hugged by him.

"All right, all right. It is all my fault. Now close your eyes and get some sleep." Kevin
patted her back gently, tucking her in the quilt. He treated her like she was the most
precious thing in the world for him. The gentle strokes from him were so soothing that
she felt her worked up nerves calm down straight away.

Sure." Leena lay on the soft pillow and fell asleep. She barely got sleep last night as she
was busy attending to him. Leena was genuinely worried to death when he had the
deadly fever. The thought of losing him crushed her, making it impossible for her to get
a single minute of peace.

Kevin was still suffering from minor fever, therefore, he felt dizzy after talking to her for a
while. Soon after Leena fell asleep, he followed and fell into a comfortable nap himself.
The two of them cuddled each other even in their dreams.

Greatly concerned about Kevin's iliness, Shannon walked upstairs to check on him in
the morning. She walked on her tiptoes towards his room and pushed open the door
silently. To her surprise, she found Leena in his arms, sound asleep like an angel. The
peaceful sight instantly brought a smile to Shannon's face. She felt truly happy for the
two of them. Because she didn't want to disturb them in their sweet dreams, she backed
out and closed the door gently behind her. As she walked downstairs, the smile on her
face grew bigger and bigger.

"How is he doing now? Is the fever gone?" Nathan didn't go for his morning drill today.
On the contrary, he stood in the living room, waiting impatiently for the latest update on
his son. As soon as he saw Shannon, he walked up to her and questioned her eagerly.

"l think so. He seems to be all right now. They are still sleeping so | just let them be.
Leena is in bed with him. | am sure she is tired from looking after him all night long. We
shouldn't disturb them,” Shannon said, smiling at him confidently. "Don't worry too much
now." She was quite relieved to see them cuddling each other on the bed. It comforted
her greatly, knowing that Louisa could not cause any more trouble in their relationship.

"Good, good. Let them be then. They both deserve some good sleep! Tell Claire to stay
away from them too." Nathan thought highly of Leena for what she did for his son. He
was in a good mood today and didn't say anything bad about her. Apparently,




something had changed inside him. He was starting to like the girl more and more as
time went by.

"Don't worry about Claire. She never gets up this early anyway." Shannon laughed. She
was not concerned about Claire disturbing the two love birds upstairs at all. As a matter
of fact, in this family, Claire was known to be the last one to get up.

"Is the breakfast ready? | have some errands to attend to today and need to set out
soon." Nathan raised his head, casting a glance in the direction of Kevin's room. An
interesting thought came to his mind. With a profound smile on his lips, Nathan made up
his mind.

"Maud has already prepared a nice breakfast for all of us. The table is set in the dining
room. She was worried that Kevin would get hungry when he wakes up, so she cooked
the food quite early this morning. But it turns out that Kevin is still sleeping now,"
Shannon gently explained to her husband as she led him into the dining room. She was
an affectionate woman by nature, loving and caring for her family. Knowing that her son
was no longer in danger, she did not feel as desperate as she did several hours ago. It

must have been a totally different woman who scolded Nathan so unreservedly last
night!

"Who are you talking about? Mom, are you talking about me behind my back again? |
am not sleeping late today!" Claire stood on the stairs and looked at them, her face
wearing a frown. She looked good as usual. Apparently she had a good sleep. Kevin's
illness made no difference to her life whatsoever. On a sunny day like today, she looked
as fresh as a daisy.

"Wow, you shocked us! What's going on, how come you are up so early today? We all
know that your big soft bed is your best buddy in the entire world! Didn't you say that
yourself? The weather is actually quite agreeable today. You must be planning to go
somewhere, my sweet little lazy cat?" Shannon teased her daughter lovingly. She was
kind of curious about what Claire was planning to do today.

"Mom, stop it. Why do you tease me all the time? It is not my fault that | enjoy a good
sleep! Dad, did you listen to what Mom said just now?" Claire felt embarrassed at
herself. She put her face into her hands and dashed into Nathan's chest. Claire hugged
him around his neck and giggled.
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Hey, don't drag me into your business. | am quite happy that she is not nagging me for
the moment!" To be honest, Nathan was still traumatized about last night. Her constant
badgering about their son made his ears hurt! He wondered how a middle-aged woman
could be this energetic, talking about the same old thing over and over again. He was
bored to tears by her nagging. By the end of the day, she sounded like a broken record.
Nathan shook his head slowly, a bittersweet smile on his face.

"Dad, how can you ignore my feelings? The moment my brother came home, you
started to favor him over me. | feel so neglected by you." Claire pouted and grabbed her
father's arms. Like a little girl, she pulled his sleeves and shook his arms constantly.

"All right, honey, stop bugging your father now. He needs to attend to some business
later on. He is in a hurry. You shouldn't waste his time and energy like that. And now
that you are up, why don't you join us to the dining room for some breakfast? What
about your Miss Ye? Has she gotten up yet?" Shannon walked up to the foot of the
staircase and looked behind Claire. She was not sure if her daughter's guest would join
them for breakfast.

"What are you on about? Mom, she is my guest, okay? Why can't you be nicer to her?
She is afraid of you already. This is not a nice way to treat my friend!" Claire raised her
voice and glared at her mother unpleasantly. She was quite mad at Shannon for her
hostile attitude toward Louisa. It seemed to her that her mother clearly held something
against her friend, since she tried to avoid Louisa on most occasions.

"What are you talking about? Did she actually say to you that | have been harsh to her?
| know very well that she is your guest. That is why | have been polite to her all this
time. What is so wrong with my attitude?" Shannon said, giving her daughter a stern
look. It was true that she didn't like Louisa at all. However, she maintained her cool and
accommodated her in the house. Shannon treated her in a decent manner because she
was a smart woman who knew how to deal with ‘unwanted guests' when she had to.

"I am not blaming you for your attitude here. | am not even blaming you for your
coldness toward Louisa. As far as | am concerned, she is a sweet girl. | hope you can
call her by her first name rather than this distant ‘Miss Ye'. It makes me so mad," Claire
snapped at her mother and shook her head in disapproval. She couldn't describe how
she felt about it in her heart, but one thing she knew for sure was that her mother did
not treat Louisa the way she deserved to be treated. In her opinion, her mother should
welcome Louisa with open arms and greet her with big smiles. That was the correct way
to treat her friends! She felt so ridiculous. Claire didn't know how Louisa saw the whole
situation. But for Claire, her mother's aloof attitude was definitely awkward and
unnecessary.

"You silly girl, what do you want from me? Why do | have to address her by her first
name now? If you want to call her Louisa, then go ahead. | am not stopping you from
doing that. However, | have my own preferences!" Ignoring her daughter's suggestion,
Shannon walked away and gave her the cold shoulder. She didn't feel like calling Louisa




by her first name. From her observation, Louisa was not likable at all. On the contrary,
she had the tendency to manipulate others and benefit from them. She had her own
selfish plans and schemes. Faced with such a calculating girl, Shannon found it really
hard to cultivate any intimacy with her.

"Mom, you are deliberately irritating me now. Why do you have to be so difficult? Why
can't you just refer to her as Louisa?! 'Miss Ye'? You talk about her as if she is so old!"
Claire stomped her feet and shouted at her mother's back. She was stunned by her
mother's words. How could she be so unreasonable? Was it really necessary to be this
indifferent to Louisa? What was the point?

"Well, what do you prefer then? How about you give me a good suggestion once and for
all? | am all ears. Just tell me how you would like me to address her?" Shannon was
known to be well received among people. After all, she was a refined lady with great
manners. Normally, she did not pick bones with her daughter. However, to Nathan's
surprise, she sounded very serious and quite frankly, even intimidating. He wondered
why his graceful wife held such a grudge against Louisa and went so all out over a
stupid name. He, on the other hand, liked Louisa dearly. She was his old comrade's
beloved little girl. To some extent, he even saw her as his very own daughter.

"I think you should call her Louisa just like Dad does. Why not call her Louisa? Mom
please, for the sake of me, you should just treat her better. | have noticed you giving her
stern looks on several occasions. | myself am used to all that coming from you but | am

sure Louisa feels uneasy around you. She is really close to me. Please, for the sake of
me, just try your best to accept her!" Claire wrung her hands together, earnestly gazing
at her mother. She really hoped that Shannon would hold her friend as dearly as Claire
herself did.

"l am not that close to her, to be honest with you. | find it quite odd to call her that. After
all, I don't know her so well." Shannon shook her head and sighed helplessly. She made
it quite clear that she refused to build an intimate relationship with this Louisa. She
would rather refer to her as Miss Ye. Deep down, she wanted Louisa to know her
stance: she didn't like her at all. Shannon only tolerated her because of this persistence
from her daughter. Certain boundaries needed to be put up clearly. Shannon personally
didn't want her in the house at all. Hopefully, Louisa would get her message and back
off.

"Why can't you just call her by her first name? For crying out loud, you call Leena by her
first name even though you just got to know her a few days ago! Why do you treat them
so differently? What is wrong with you?" At this stage, Claire was genuinely cross at her
mother. In her opinion, Shannon was unbelievably stubborn. Claire got up so early so
she could have a good chat with her regarding the way she treated her friend. However,
things just turned out nasty. Her mother was being unreasonable and hard to please.
Claire really hated to communicate with people who were this headstrong. All her words
were in vain. It seemed like her mother had made up her mind already.
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How can they be the same? Leena is one of our family members, after all. Obviously |
ought to be close to her. But you, you really are a silly girl, Claire! Miss Ye is just your
guest. And fine, she's also the daughter of your father's friend. But in any case, she is
not family. Am | wrong? Leena is different. She is your brother's wife, your sister-in-law,
and our daughter-in-law. How can Louisa and her be the same?" Shannon had a lot of
words to say on this matter. One had to admit that she was correct and being sensible.
Claire couldn't find anything to contradict with what she said.

Who says she can't be one of our family members? It's just a matter of time," Claire said
abruptly. She voiced out what she had been secretly hoping for all along.

"Claire, what does that mean? | hope you aren't really wanting that. | don't like what you
are implying and | don't want to hear it a second time. Understood?" Shannon grew
serious all of a sudden and stared at Claire with stone cold eyes. So this was what
Claire was planning? Shannon was sure that it would never happen. As long as she
was in this family, she would not allow Louisa to be in it!

"All right, all right! | understand. | admit | was wrong." Claire stuck out her tongue at her
mother. Claire was being careless today. She should have kept the secret to herself,
instead of spilling the beans to her mother.

"l hope you truly understand that you were wrong. | don't want to see you hatching plots
behind my back, or | will be merciless. No one can protect you then," Shannon warned
her daughter. She knew she had to be strict with Claire. Otherwise, if she didn't threaten
Claire enough or failed to let her know the seriousness of this matter, Claire would
definitely stir up trouble and do more damage.

"Mom, | was just kidding! | didn't mean it like that. Why are you treating me like |
committed a serious crime?" Claire pursed her lips. She had only said the first thing that
jumped to her mind. Why on earth was her mother so angry with her? If she was this
furious right now, Claire couldn't even imagine how vexed her mother would be if she
really did go behind her back and cause trouble for Leena. Just thinking about it sent a
chill down her spine. She could already picture how miserable her life would become if
her mother ever found out that she had promised to help Louisa with her schemes.

"Joking about it is bad enough. What, you really want to make Louisa a family
member?" Shannon could see through her daughter effortlessly. It was clear that Claire
wanted Louisa to be her sister-in-law, instead of Leena. How could Louisa replace
Leena so easily? Claire was too naive. Kevin and Leena's marriage was no ordinary
relationship. Kevin was in the military. He was a soldier. It wouldn't be so easy for him to




divorce and marry another woman. What was Claire thinking? Did she think it would be
as easy as grocery shopping?

No! I didn't say that. | mean no harm, okay? Mom, fine. You win. | don't want to argue
with you anymore." Claire shuddered at her mother's words. Well, it looked like it would
be difficult to help Louisa get her brother. Judging from her mother's attitude right now,
Claire could already tell that her mother would never accept Louisa. She got so angry at
Claire's words and was treating Claire like she wasn't her own daughter.

"l am not kidding. You would do better to remember my words," Shannon was still
concerned, and gave her daughter a final warning. She knew her well. Claire was very
likely to stir up trouble. Even if Shannon warned her a hundred times, Claire still
wouldn't take her words seriously.

"Dad! Come save me! | feel helpless. Mom wouldn't let me explain at all." Claire
massaged her forehead and sighed deeply. She had brought this upon herself. She
shouldn't have said all that to her mother without thinking. Also, she should have stayed
in bed this morning. Why did she even get up and come down to talk to her mother, only
for Shannon to scold her?

"Claire, you are not a little girl anymore, but you still act like one." Nathan liked spoiling
his daughter, that was true. But he still couldn't contradict his wife for his daughter's
sake. He couldn't afford the consequences. Shannon would come after him.

"Wait a minute. Where are Kevin and Leena? Are they still sleeping? At this hour? They
should get up already! I'll go and wake them up," Claire said, before turning around to
go upstairs. She wanted to escape from her mother as soon as possible, in case she
decided to scold her further. However, Shannon called out, stopping Claire in her steps.

"Claire, wait! Don't wake them up yet, let them sleep. | know the two of them didn't get
enough rest last night. They must be sound asleep right now. Let them be." Shannon's
eyebrows furrowed. Claire was so negligent. How could she be so oblivious? She
should know better than to bother her brother and his wife right now.

"Umm... How do you know that, Mom?" Claire asked her mother, lowering her voice.
Why did her mother know that Kevin and Leena didn't sleep much last night? She
couldn't have been outside their bedroom eavesdropping, could she? Well, considering
how much her mother wanted a grandson, it was indeed something she was likely to do.

"Claire, what are you thinking? Your brother had a fever last night. | am guessing Leena
stayed up all night to take care of him. They must be too tired right now, so they are still
sleeping. Get your mind out of the gutter, will you?" Shannon tapped on Claire's head,
pretending to be annoyed. Her daughter was still an unmarried girl. Why would she
think this kind of things?




"Oh! Kevin really is ill' How did I not know that? | should go and check on him," Claire
announced as she got up, ready to go upstairs again. This time, her mother didn't
hesitate to pull her down by her arm.

"Didn't you hear a word of what | said just now? Don't bother them! Let them sleep. Did
you really forget everything | said so soon?" Shannon felt helpless when it came to her
daughter. She had told her not to wake up her brother and Leena only a few minutes
ago! Of course Claire forgot her words right away. It looked as if whatever she said to
her fell on deaf ears.

"All right, all right. | won't bother them. Satisfied? I'll eat breakfast with Dad. Wait, where
did he go?" Claire looked around the room in confusion. Nathan was nowhere to be
seen. It seemed that he had sneaked away in silence, while the mother and daughter
were arguing.

"He is in the dining room, eating his breakfast. Do you think he would wait on you?"
Shannon rolled her eyes at her daughter. She was getting fed up with her behavior
lately, and she almost lost her temper just now. At least there were no guests with them
at this time of the day. Otherwise, Shannon would have surely felt embarrassed for
Claire.
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When Leena woke up, it was almost noon. When she opened her eyes, she was not
prepared for the blinding sunlight coming through the window. She didn't expect the
weather to be so pleasant today, since it had been raining last night.

Turning to her side, she reached out to touch Kevin's forehead. It still felt a bit warm, but
was much better than last night, when he was burning hot. Fortunately, it appeared that
he would get better soon.

Leena got out of bed quietly and walked over to the bathroom to freshen up. After that
she went downstairs, wanting to make some porridge for Kevin. She knew he would be
hungry when he woke up. However, much to her surprise, she didn't have to worry on
that matter. Shannon had already asked Maud to cook some porridge for her son, and it
was still warm in the pot.

"Leena, eat some shacks. You must be hungry. Lunch will be ready in a minute.”
Shannon looked at Leena's tired face and felt sorry for her. She must have stayed up
late looking after Kevin, or she would not have been this tired after a morning's sleep.
She truly was a good wife and daughter-in-law.




"l don't need snacks. Thank you, Mom. I will wait for lunch. | was about to cook some
porridge for Kevin but since you already did that, | will go and see if he is awake or not.
He should come downstairs and eat something before taking his medicine." Leena
smiled gently at her mother-in-law. She didn't want to eat first, although she was indeed
hungry. Leena was still worried for Kevin and wanted to make sure he was well.

"All right, lunch is almost ready. Go ahead." Shannon smiled back at her daughter-in-
law, her eyes full of appreciation. She was happy that Leena was so considerate and
cared so much about her son.

Kevin had woken up the moment Leena left the room. Although he was still quite tired,
he did not feel as weak as he had been this morning. He got out of bed and moved to
the bathroom to wash his face and brush his teeth. Right when he was about to go
downstairs, Leena, who was running upstairs in a hurry, knocked into him.

Leena, where are you running to?" Kevin backed up a few steps to steady himself and
Leena, so that they didn't end up on the ground. Being ill really sucked. He felt tired and
weak. If he had not been sick, he would not have needed to retreat his steps to balance
the two of them. Right now, he didn't even have the strength to support Leena by
himself.

"Ah! Kevin, you are already up. Sorry! | didn't hurt you, did 1?" Leena touched her nose,
feeling a bit embarrassed that Kevin had seen her like this. She looked up at Kevin with

eyes brimming with delight. He was better! That made her very happy.

"I am not so fragile that I'd shatter like glass. One knock won't break me." Kevin patted
down her hair which had become a bit messy. It was probably because she ran upstairs
and knocked into him.

"But you are still ill. Oh, come on, go downstairs and eat some porridge. You must be
starving. | will go to the bedroom and bring your medicines to you after you finish it." It
looked like Leena took Dr. Pei's instructions very seriously. She insisted that Kevin take
his medicines at the right time.

"No need to get them. I'll just come upstairs again and take them later." Kevin didn't wait
for her reply. He just took her hand and pulled Leena with him. The two of them went
downstairs together. He didn't want to listen to her ridiculous excuses anymore. He only
wanted her by his side.

Kevin's cold had hit him quick, but it also abated rapidly. Before they left for S City,
Kevin had almost fully recovered and returned to his normal self. There was something
unusual about their journey this time, as there were two additional people in the car with
them. One was Louisa, and the other was Claire, who had pleaded to come with them
and was determined to get what she wanted. Shannon didn't allow her to come with
them at first, but Claire was very good at persuading her. Her mother had to finally
relent and let her go in the end.




The three women sat in the backseat of the car. It was quite obvious that Leena felt left
out. She seemed very bored and didn't want to start a conversation with the other two.
She looked outside the window and watched the scenery pass by. Beside her, Claire
was having a good time, talking and laughing along with Louisa. They were chattering
about wanting to go shopping when they arrived in S City. Girls would be girls! It was
normal for them to talk about such things. Leena had a small smile on her face as she
listened to them. However, she didn't interject.

"Leena, here, drink some water." Kevin handed the bottle of warm water to Leena, who
was sitting in the backseat. His mother had given him the bottle before they left. She
told him to keep it with him, since he had just recovered from his cold and shouldn't be
upsetting his stomach again. She had put the large bottle in his car.

"I'm not thirsty. You should be the one drinking more water. You only just got better.
You are not even fully recovered yet." Leena frowned. She did not want to drink the
warm water Kevin's mother had specifically prepared for him.

"That's all right. There's plenty of water. | see that your lips are chapped. You must need
it. Just drink some!" Kevin almost begged her. He could tell how lonely Leena felt on this
journey, since the two women who sat beside her didn't talk to her unless it was to mock
her. There were a lot of people in this car, and he was sitting in the front, so it was not a
good time to say something reassuring to her even though he so badly wanted to.

"Her lips are not chapped. Kevin, you are being unfair! Why don't you ask Louisa and
me to drink the water too?" Claire pursed her lips. She was being childish again. She
really did not like seeing her brother getting affectionate with Leena. In her opinion,
Leena didn't deserve her brother at all. She hoped Leena would leave her brother soon,
so Claire could help Louisa get Kevin.

"Claire, are you thirsty? Here, have some water." Upon hearing Claire's words, Leena
immediately handed the bottle of water to her. She was not angry at her. After all, she
had spent some days with Claire, and was used to her sarcasm. Leena was still her
usual kind and considerate self.




