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Chapter 1133: Chapter 1131: Leena's Life Was Hanging 
By A Thread (part two) 

"What are you looking at? Hurry up and take these criminals to the ICPO. Send them 
away," Daisy waved her hands at them and urged them to leave. It was the couple's 
happy moment. They shouldn't be disturbed. 

Yes, Senior Colonel Ouyang. We will get going," Hawkeye said and hurriedly took the 
criminal away. His loud voice startled the couple, who were in an embrace. 

"Sis Daisy." Leena left Kevin's arms and turned to Daisy. She hugged Daisy, sniffing her 
light jasmine scent. Leena blushed when she thought of how she had misunderstood 
things back at the restaurant. She had been convinced that Daisy and Kevin were truly 
dating. 

"Leena, you scared both of us!" Daisy had hardly recovered from the shock. 
Fortunately, Kevin had taken the lead and saved Leena. Daisy couldn't imagine what 
would have transpired if he hadn't knocked down the gun seconds ahead of her. She 
had to admit that with regards to speed, she could never outmaneuver Kevin. Moreover, 
he was backed by the power of his love, so his speed had been unusually fast. Kevin's 
anxiety had been plain to see. 

Sorry. I didn't expect that this would happen to us. We didn't expect to run into your 
task. Sorry for causing you so much trouble." Leena felt incredibly guilty. She never 
wanted Kevin and Daisy to be subject to the gangster's demands just because of her. 

Don't say that. You did not trouble us. Even if it was not someone we know, it's our duty 
to ensure the safety of every citizen. Stop worrying your little head!" 

Daisy patted Leena's forehead, feigning a sullen look. It had been a close shave. Daisy 
had held her breath when she realized that Leena intended to knock down the gangster. 
In such a critical moment when Leena's life was hanging by a thread, Daisy didn't know 
how to stop her from risking her life. She didn't even get the opportunity to warn Kevin. 
She could only cooperate with Leena. Daisy had been too late to control the gangster 
and couldn't imagine how it would have ended if Kevin hadn't reacted quickly to the 
situation. 

Kevin's gaze was still fixed on Leena. His eyes brimmed with deep affection. He had 
finally figured out his heart just moments ago. It was not like Kevin never had any 
feelings for her, he just didn't know when she had so quietly walked into his heart. She 



caught him off-guard and won him over, and now she was the most important person in 
his life. 

"Mignonne, you are finally out of danger." Gerard walked over to Leena and hugged her 
tightly after he saw the criminal being taken away. This sudden move surprised Leena, 
who had just left Daisy's arms. She was totally unprepared for it. 

Gerard, I'm fine now. Thanks." Leena glanced at Kevin, a little embarrassed. She was 
concerned that Kevin would misunderstand such an intimate gesture between her and 
Gerard. 

As soon as Gerard came into his sight again, Kevin began to question who he was. He 
wondered how this handsome foreigner knew Leena. Were they school mates? Or were 
they friends? It never occurred to Kevin that this handsome guy was Leena's admirer. 

"Nana, is he your friend?" Kevin drew her back promptly, releasing her from Gerard's 
arms. He circled an arm around her, as if announcing that Leena was his woman. 

"Who are you and why did you drag Mignonne away from me?" Gerard was confused 
and didn't realize that Kevin was Leena's husband. 

"Em... Ah... Gerard, he is my husband, so..." Leena intentionally paused and didn't finish 
the sentence. She was sure that Gerard would understand what she meant. 

What?" Gerard couldn't believe her words. He thought that the man she liked would be 
the gentle type. How could she fall in love with a tough soldier? 

Hi, I'm Kevin Gu. Nice to meet you." Kevin felt relieved upon seeing Gerard's surprised 
expression. He reached out, intending to shake his hand. Kevin assumed that Leena 
had not previously mentioned to this guy that she was married, so he was obviously 
shocked at Leena's introduction. 

"Hi, you can call me Gerard. Nice to meet you too." Although Kevin was his love rival, 
Gerard was not a petty man. He generously shook Kevin's hand and did not deliberately 
make things difficult. 

"Okay, we'd better leave now. We still have to talk to the Interpol." Daisy sighed and 
pinched her eyebrows. She felt it necessary to ask them for an explanation for all of this. 
Didn't they have an agreement before? They agreed to be in charge of watching all the 
passes. They promised they wouldn't even let a fly come in. But now, forget about the 
fly, two people entered into the area right under their noses. Was this what they meant 
by 'cooperation'? 

"Okay, let's go. Nana, how about this? You and your friend find a place to have some 
refreshments, and I will pick you up when I'm finished." Kevin checked the time. He too 
felt the need to negotiate with the ICPO. The task of the army base was to help them 



with their work. But in the end, why did all the work fall upon the army base instead? 
The ICPO didn't send any support, worse, they failed to keep a watch on the passes. 

"Okay. You should go and do your work. Call me afterward," Leena said. A tender smile 
hovered on her lips. Kevin never said that he loved her, but it was written on his face. 
He had been so nervous when she was in danger. Leena knew he cared for her deeply. 

"Leena, make sure that your phone is switched on first." Kevin flicked her nose lightly, 
remembering how he had called her in the noon, only to find that her phone was turned 
off. 

"Okay. I almost forgot that my phone is switched off. Did you call me today?" Leena 
stuck out her tongue and took out her cellphone from her trouser's pocket. Fortunately, 
she didn't wear a dress today, otherwise she wouldn't have been flexible enough when 
she fought the gangster. 

"You think? Daisy, let's go." Kevin smiled helplessly and bid Gerard goodbye. He 
quickly walked downstairs. 

"Bye, sis Daisy!" Leena smiled. Her cheeks flushed as she realized that she had never 
been so intimate with Kevin publicly before. 

"Leena, remember to call Edward. He is always asking me about you. I'll go now." Daisy 
waved her goodbye, exasperated. These men were very strange. When they met 
Leena, they always teased her. But if they didn't see her in a long time, they began to 
miss her. Daisy didn't know how to understand this mindset. 

"Okay, you take care." Leena watched them leave until they disappeared from her sight. 
She shifted her eyes to Gerard and gazed at his dumbfounded expression with interest. 
"Mignonne, I realize now why you told me that we can't be together. I'm not your type, 
am I?" Gerard glanced at Leena, dejected. He seemed to comprehend the situation 
now. 

"No, I wouldn't say that. It depends on what the man is like. My type doesn't really 
matter," Leena said, smiling gracefully. Her 'type' was not the only standard according to 
which she loved a man. She attached more importance to a man's morality, and how 
she felt when she first saw him. The first time she met Kevin, she was drunk and chose 
him over anyone else. He left a good impression on her at the very first sight, otherwise 
she would not have had sex with him. 

"But that confuses me even more," Gerard said, frowning. He pondered over Leena's 
words, but it seemed that the harder he tried to figure out why they ended up like this, 
the further he drifted away from the answer he wanted. 

"Don't think anymore. Just use your eyes to see and your heart to feel. You will get it 
eventually. Let's go now! I'll treat you to afternoon tea." Leena walked past him briskly 



and led the way. She had promised Kevin that she would wait for him to pick her up. 
She would gladly do so. During the time she waited for him, she didn't mind spending 
some more time with Gerard. 

But didn't you say that you would go home after you send me back to the hotel? Now 
you're inviting me to drink tea. What made you change your mind?" Gerard didn't 
understand Leena and Kevin's language, so he didn't know that Leena changed her 
plans because Kevin told her to. If Gerard knew about that, he would probably feel 
distressed again. 
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Are you coming with me or not?" Leena rolled her eyes at Gerard and then walked away 
without even waiting for his reply. The mild smile on her cute face stayed as she was 
still in a good mood even after being shocked earlier. 

"Wait for me! Who am I to refuse you if you want to treat me, right?" Gerard shook his 
head helplessly before running after Leena. He acted like he didn't meet Kevin just now. 
It seemed that he either ignored his existence because he didn't want to believe the 
truth, or he had already accepted the truth that Leena was married to a great man and 
decided to let go. Sometimes, men seemed to be more persistent than women but once 
they gave up about something, they truly gave it up. 

Leena brought Gerard to a tea house that she rarely visited by herself. She chose this 
place because she knew that Kevin liked drinking tea. She wanted to try the tea from 
this tea house and then she could understand him more. 

"Mignonne, since when have you liked drinking tea?" Gerard asked as he sat down with 
Leena. He was utterly confused. As far as he knew, Leena never liked drinking tea, so 
what were they doing in this tea house now? 

"Well, I'm trying to like it." Leena just shrugged her shoulders and smiled. Then she 
poured herself a cup of tea and added in a more serious tone, "By the way, how long 
are you going to stay in S City? Are you waiting for professor Bella so you could go 
back to France with her?" She threw him a worried glance. She was uncomfortable with 
the fact that Gerard came here by himself. She even thought that what he did was a 
really bad idea. Wasn't he afraid of losing his place in his family business while staying 
in another country? There might be a lot of people wanting to steal his rights to take 
over their business. Blanc Group was a big international company after all. 



Well, I don't know. I haven't decided yet, so it depends!" Gerard answered. He honestly 
didn't have plans to leave S City soon. This was his last chance to travel before he took 
over the Blanc Group anyway. Although he knew to himself that he wasn't ready for the 
responsibility yet, he was already bound to be a CEO. He was left with no choice since 
none of his lazy relatives wanted to take responsibility for their company. It was crazy 
and at the same time, far from what the rumors had suggested. He didn't even have a 
competitor! 

"Umh... Gerard, can I ask you something? Is it really safe for you to be alone here? You 
are a high-profile person and it really worries me that you came here by yourself," said 
Leena as she chose her words carefully. For Pete's sake! The man before her was a 
future CEO! Wouldn't it be too dangerous for him to do such a stunt? 

"Oh, I see! I guess you've heard the rumors about our company." Gerard was suddenly 
amused upon hearing her question. He never expected Leena to believe such a 
ridiculous gossip. 

"Yeah, I heard about the rumors. I'm actually worried about you since I've heard that the 
competition was drastic. Are the gossips not true?" Leena wasn't sure if the tea she had 
sipped was high-quality or not. Nonetheless, it wasn't that bad too. She noticed that 
there was this faint scent on her tea which she couldn't describe. 

"Of course not! I wouldn't be sitting here calmly while drinking tea with you if those were 
true. I guess I would have been dead by now!" A grin cracked Gerard's lips before he 
sipped his cup of tea. As someone who was accustomed to drinking coffee every day, 
he found the taste of his tea a bit different in an oddly good way. 

"Well, you are right. Why haven't I thought of that? The rumors about your company are 
fake. Thus, you can come here to visit." Leena ended up smiling a bit bitterly as she 
lowered her head in shame. It was stupid of her to believe such a ridiculous gossip. She 
realized that she could have just kept her mouth shut and should not have asked 
Gerard. She felt so silly and regretted being curious. Would Gerard think that she was 
that gullible to believe rumors like those? She hoped not. 

"Hello! Gerard and Leena, what a coincidence! I didn't know that you two would also 
come here for tea." It was when a high-pitched voice suddenly tore through their 
conversation that they both turned their heads. They saw Claire, who was strutting 
towards them while holding a lot of shopping bags. She was smiling ear to ear and it 
was obvious that she had a great time shopping with Louisa. Claire had thought that 
there wasn't much money in the card that Leena gave her just this morning. She almost 
fainted in surprise upon checking the card's balance. Heck! There were millions in there. 
It was a good thing that Louisa pushed her to check the card first. She didn't expect for 
Leena to be this generous after all! The digits she saw had confused her about her 
sister-in-law again. If Leena was just an ordinary girl from an ordinary family, then how 
on earth did she get that much money in her card? Not only that! How could an ordinary 
girl just give her that amount of money as if it was not even a big deal? 



"Claire, what a nice surprise! Did you two come here to drink some tea too? Come sit 
with us!" Leena patted the seat beside her as she gestured Claire to sit down. However, 
it was obvious that she didn't pay much attention to Louisa, who was standing next to 
Claire. 

"Louisa, can we sit with them?" Claire turned to the lady beside her and asked. It was 
obvious that she cared about Louisa, or else she wouldn't ask for her permission. 

Alright." Louisa's tone was weird when she glanced at Leena disdainfully. Just the mere 
sight of Leena's face was enough to make her remember every hurtful word Kevin said 
to her the other night. She felt bitter all over again. How could the two of them live 
happily together after hurting her so cruelly? 
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Her friend's tone automatically made Claire uncomfortable. She apologetically smiled at 
Leena. She was slowly changing her opinion about her sister-in-law even though she 
hadn't realized it yet. Plus! She just used her money. Thus, no matter how much she 
hated Leena before, she couldn't help but be nice to her. 

"Would you like some pastries?" Leena didn't mind Louisa's action because she 
decided to completely ignore her. Well, it was all up to her if she wanted to act stocked 
up. She didn't want to be the one to start up a conversation with her only to be mocked 
in return. 

No, thank you. I ate a lot at lunch. I just got tired of shopping so I decided to come here 
and rest for a bit. How about you? I thought that you would take Gerard to visit the 
historic places here in S City. I didn't expect you two to come here." Claire picked up the 
cup of tea Leena poured for her and sipped. To be honest, she was not a fan of tea 
either. She only came here because she had a very greasy meal for lunch and wanted 
to drink something that could help her get rid of the greasy taste in her mouth. 

"I planned to but then I thought that you haven't been to those places too. So I changed 
my mind. If you like, I can take you and Gerard together to those historical places 
instead once you have free time." Leena's smile to Claire was a bit bitter. It was 
noticeable that her sister-in-law's treatment to her had changed. However, she also 
knew clearly that these changes weren't because Claire realized that she was indeed a 
very nice person. Claire was being nice simply because she had spent her money. 
Nothing more and nothing less. Just the thought of it hurt her a lot. 



"Okay! Louisa, you are going together with us, right? The more people the merrier!" said 
Claire excitedly. Leena's suggestion was perfect! She didn't know much about S City 
and it was indeed a very good opportunity for her to visit the places she had been 
wanting to visit for a long time. Besides, she liked going out and having fun with a lot of 
people. Leena's offer would save her from going to those places all by herself. 

Well, we'll see. I don't know if I will have free time or not." Louisa's tone was cold and 
indifferent. It seemed like she wasn't interested in the topic at all. 

"Come on! Don't be like this! Stop being a killjoy!" Claire puckered her lips in 
displeasure. She felt that Louisa was being quite weird today. Didn't she want to talk to 
her anymore? She wasn't even sure if she did something to make Louisa unhappy. 
They were okay last night. 

"Well, I guess Miss Ye must have other things to do. So don't force her to go with us, 
Claire." Leena didn't like Louisa's attitude towards them. She was acting all cocky and 
superior as if she was waiting for them to beg her to come with them. In fact, Leena 
didn't want Louisa to accept Claire's offer at all. She didn't want to see her unless it was 
necessary. 

"No, I'm not forcing her. I just think it would be better with more people. If she doesn't 
have time, well, that's okay too. We can still go." Claire was a bit sad about Louisa's 
reaction. However, she wasn't that sad because Leena and Gerard would still be with 
her anyway. She might not know much about the handsome foreign guy who was sitting 
with them but knowing that the guy was Leena's friend made her feel less awkward. 

"You know what, Leena, I really admire you for being an international hooker. Look at 
what you have here! I bet it's easy for you to get men from different countries, right? 
You are really something else," Louisa said sarcastically as she threw Leena a 
disdainful stare. She was seething with jealousy but never would she admit it. 'Why do 
all the handsome guys surround her like she is something precious?' she even asked 
herself. 

Miss Ye, I don't know why you are talking like that. I didn't do anything bad to you, did I? 
So why are you acting like you are being all jealous?" Leena gritted her teeth in silent 
anger. She didn't want to cause a scene in public. Thus, she ignored Louisa's rude 
words and resorted to being as sarcastic instead. 

"Jealous? Are you kidding me? Why would I be jealous of you? Are you saying that I'm 
not as charming as you are?" Leena rolled her eyes discreetly. As expected, Louisa was 
not as calm as she seemed. She was literally overreacting just because of simple 
words. Thus, it made Leena retort against her more. 

"I didn't say that, Miss Ye. Why are you suddenly this angry? Well, you know, being 
angry only makes you look older." As long as Claire didn't interrupt and help Louisa, it 



was pretty easy for Leena to argue with Louisa if she wanted to. Who said that Louisa 
was that smart after all? 

"Yeah! Louisa, you must have misunderstood my sister-in-law. She didn't say anything 
bad about you!" It could either be because of Claire's innocence or her mental slowness 
that she didn't realize what Leena meant by her words. Nonetheless, she was also 
confused as to why would Louisa become suddenly angry. 

"Claire! Are you intentionally making me mad? Whose side are you on?" Louisa glared 
at her friend. She couldn't believe how stupid Claire could be! Didn't this girl promise to 
be on her side? She wouldn't even want to talk with Claire if she hadn't thought of her 
as something useful to get Kevin. Couldn't Claire understand that Leena just mocked 
her? Goodness! She was so oblivious! Worse was that she even defended Leena! That 
was so unforgivable. Didn't she dislike Leena as much as she did? How could 
everything change overnight? 

"I was just saying the truth, that's all! Why are you so angry in the first place? I really 
can't understand you sometimes. Louisa!" Claire felt extremely wronged and couldn't 
help but yell at Louisa. She wasn't taking anyone's side. Besides, it was Louisa who 
attacked Leena first. What she did was just fair. She was just being reasonable. Wasn't 
she allowed to help her sister-in-law? 
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"Wow! Very good, Leena." Louisa clapped her hands mockingly as she glared at the 
two ladies. "I don't know why Claire suddenly became protective of you. You must have 
done something really good to make her betray me. Did you use the same strategy as 
what you are using to get those guys?" It was clear that Louisa just came here to pick a 
fight with Leena. This was her way of getting back at Leena after she stayed in the 
parking lot for a very long time that night. Kevin's cruel words made her cry her heart out 
on the cold floor. Worse, she never expected Kevin to just abandon her there without 
even looking back. She felt like trash. 

"Please mind your words, Miss Ye! I never hook up with other guys!" Leena 
dangerously squinted her eyes. Her stare at Louisa was freezing. So what if Louisa was 
a commander's daughter? She couldn't even make a living without her father's help! 
She had no right to insult her like that! Compared to Louisa, she had already proven 
herself by gaining her financial independence. Kevin might be her father's subordinate. 
So? Who cared about it? Nobody of course! It was not like she or her dad owned the 
army base! Thus, Leena didn't even have to be careful around her at all. 



"Oh my God! The guy you've been cheating on Kevin with is right before my eyes! What 
more evidence do I need?" Louisa felt happy upon seeing Leena lost her cool. It was 
exactly her goal. She wanted this woman to be mad. Moreover, she wanted her to 
suffer. It was only then that she would feel a bit better. 

"Oh! You mean Gerard?" Leena's eyebrows deeply furrowed but it only took her a 
second before she suddenly smiled. "Why? Are you jealous of me, Miss Ye? Is it 
because these handsome and great men aren't looking at you no matter how pathetic 
you try?" 

Hah! If Louisa wanted to be insulted then she would love to satisfy her! She was telling 
the truth anyway. It was easy to see that no man in his right state of mind would want to 
do anything with Louisa. 

"Me? Jealous? Leena, you are so funny! Do I look like I'm jealous of you? First of all, I'm 
not like you. I don't sell my body for money." Louisa's words were becoming more and 
more venomous as she got angrier. She even resorted to comparing Leena to a 
prostitute. What should she call a woman who used her body to make money anyway? 

"You are really out of your bloody mind, Louisa! I won't slap you this time just because I 
don't want to dirt my hand. Plus, It would be impolite to cause a scene before my friend 
Gerard too. Anyway, I demand you to clarify what made you think that I'm using my 
body to make money. Where the hell did you get that ridiculous idea? I want proof." 
Leena was itching to pour the large kettle of boiling tea to Louisa. Nonetheless, she 
used all her strength to restrain her fury. It was obvious that Louisa was intentionally 
making her mad. Louisa probably wanted to see her lose her temper and do something 
irrationally stupid. However, Leena had already learned her lesson well. Thus, she 
wouldn't stoop so low and fall for the same trick again. 

Oh! Do I have to give you more proofs? God, you are obvious, Leena! How would you 
have as much money as the amount you gave Claire if you aren't selling your body? It 
doesn't take a genius to figure out your scheme, Leena." Louisa didn't believe that the 
money was given by Kevin to Leena. First of all, Kevin's job as an army man would 
never make him earn that much money. Well, not unless he stole while he was working. 
That idea couldn't be true of course. She knew Kevin as a proud and honest soldier. He 
would never resort to anything as disgusting as corruption. 

"Haha! Louisa, it's a pity that you didn't become a detective. You could have made 
millions as one! I can't believe how you easily assumed that I'm a prostitute simply 
because of my money. Oh, how clever you are to figure that out! I can't even." Leena 
massaged the space between her eyebrows as a sudden headache came to her. 
Louisa's simple-mindedness was beyond decorum! Did she really think that all women 
with a lot of money sold themselves to rich men? Wasn't she aware that there were 
many independent women who could surely make money by themselves? Hadn't it 
come to her mind that Leena might be someone from a very rich family and that was 
why she got lots of money? 



"Louisa, how could you say something like that? You are not just disrespecting Leena, 
you are also disrespecting my brother!" Claire puckered her lips in dismay. She didn't 
expect Louisa to say such mean words to Leena! Leena was still her sister-in-law and 
Louisa surely went too far this time. How could she possibly insult Leena like that? She 
was horrible! 

"What is it, Claire? Was I not right? Did I rub in the fact too hard?" Louisa turned to 
Leena after giving Claire a smirk. "Hey, Leena! Was that how you managed to marry 
Kevin? Ho ho! I bet that was what you did. Well, he is kind of shy and silly after all. That 
must be the reason why you were able to trick him to be your husband." The more 
Louisa talked, the more she thought that she was right. She was completely lashing out 
on Leena because of how Kevin hurt her feelings. No one could stop her from attacking 
Leena, not even Claire! 

Louisa's words were like a bitch-slap on Leena's face. She was guilty of tricking Kevin 
by intentionally approaching him while she was tipsy. She was suddenly at a loss for 
words as she felt her blood drain out of her face. Though she never demanded Kevin to 
take responsibility for their one-night stand, they still married. It would be a forever fact 
that Kevin never married her out of love but because of her trickery. 
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"Mignonne, what are you three talking about? Why did your face become so pale all of a 
sudden?" Gerard had been silently drinking his tea while keenly watching them. He 
honestly couldn't understand a single word coming out of their mouths. However, he 
wasn't blind. He could tell from the look on Leena's face that she was unhappy and a bit 
angry. That made him worry about her. Were they arguing? If so, what were they 
arguing about? 

"Leena, just admit it! Tell him! Why don't you tell him that you have been playing them 
and that you are only sleeping with them for their money!" Leena's reaction made 
Louisa think that her guess was right. Thus, she became more smug and aggressive. 
She was so taken over by her negative emotions when a cup of warm tea was suddenly 
poured on her head! She quickly looked around to see who the culprit was. And much to 
her surprise, it was Claire who was holding the empty cup in her hand while staring 
seriously at her. 

"Louisa, you really went too far this time! How could you say something so disrespectful 
to someone you don't even know at all? Are you out of your mind?" Claire said in fury. 
Her disappointment was written all over her face towards her friend. Though she didn't 
like Leena herself before, she never thought of her as a disgraceful woman. She 



couldn't stand how Louisa was suggesting that Leena was a scandalous gold digger. 
More, she wouldn't allow her friend to just say that her sister-in-law was using her body 
for money! She got so fed up with her dirty words so she poured the cup of tea she was 
drinking on Louisa's head. 

"Claire! What are you doing? Do you want to break ties with me?" Louisa wiped the 
water streaming down her face irritatedly. Her eyes were burning with both surprise and 
hatred as she stared at Claire. She couldn't believe that Claire had the guts to do such a 
thing. 

"I don't want that but I think you are really out of your mind now! Do you even 
understand a thing you are saying? I poured the tea on you to wake you up! You are not 
making sense! And please, stop being mean and stop saying more stupid words." Claire 
picked the box of tissue up and gently dabbed Louisa's face with a tissue. She 
cherished the friendship between her and Louisa as she didn't have many friends. It 
was the reason why she promised to help Louisa to get her brother. 

On the other hand, Leena was dumbfounded with what she saw. Did Claire really just 
defend her? She wasn't expecting that at all! Her eyes were wide as she looked at 
Claire in disbelief. But at the same time, she was also very grateful that Claire 
interrupted. She was trapped earlier and didn't have a clue on how to reply to Louisa. 
She was completely shut earlier by her mean words. 

"I know that she used money to trick you to be on her side! That's the only reason why 
you are acting like this today! Well, fine! If you really like her so much then go ahead 
and be her little stooge! I don't need you anyway!" Louisa yelled and forcefully stopped 
Claire's hand from wiping the water on her face. She was furious! She was being so 
loud that she attracted many attentions from people who were also inside the tea house. 

"Louisa, don't be so angry! Calm down, will you? I know what I did isn't right but you 
went too far just now by calling Leena a prostitute! She is still my sister-in-law no matter 
what! Even if you don't consider her feelings, you should at least consider my brother's 
feeling! What will he think if he knows that you called his wife 'prostitute'?" Claire 
explained as she rubbed her aching hand. The part that Louisa slapped was all red. 
However, she wasn't angry at Louisa at all as she knew that she went a bit overboard 
too. Nonetheless, she wasn't regretting what she did. It was just that she could have 
handled the situation better. Moreover, Louisa was her friend. She could understand 
why she didn't like Leena. She also knew that Louisa was a bit jealous of Leena 
because of her brother. But still, she shouldn't have said those hurtful and disrespectful 
words. As Louisa's friend, Claire felt that it was her responsibility to stop her from saying 
more disgraceful words. 

Ha! I went too far? Why don't you say that to your dear sister-in-law? She is here 
laughing and joking with a man behind your brother's back! Is what she is doing right?" 
Though Louisa hated Claire for pouring the cup of tea on her, she still tried to control 
her anger. This was not the right time to break her ties with Claire. She still had 



something in mind that needed Claire's help. After all, Kevin had made himself clear last 
night. Thus, Claire was her only chance. 
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"What are you talking about, Louisa? Leena and Gerard are friends. I know they hang 
out together but that doesn't mean they have a tryst. Isn't that a bit of an exaggeration?" 
Claire defended Leena, thinking that Louisa was being too unreasonable. Everything 
had a hidden meaning for her. 

"Come on, Claire. Don't be silly. You're being jerked around. Don't you know why she 
gave you a bank card with so much money on it? Gifts blind the eyes. Anyone 
perceptive enough can see that she wants to shut you up so that you don't tell Kevin 
what you see. Don't you get it?" Louisa took a tissue and gently wiped the water stains 
on her face, lest her impeccable makeup be ruined. 

"What? That can't be true. You're thinking too much, Louisa. As far as I can see, she's 
not capable of scheming. It won't do her any good anyway." Claire glanced at Leena 
with a hesitant look in her eyes. She didn't believe that her sister-in-law was a cunning 
fox anymore. Her opinion had changed after spending so much time with Leena. She 
knew that Leena had a good heart. At least she never talked about others behind their 
backs, like the way Louisa did. 

"We are outsiders. How would we know whether it does her good or not? Only Leena 
knows that. She's the one who serves the devil," Louisa said and cocked an eyebrow in 
Leena's direction, obviously trying to provoke her. However, Leena turned a deaf ear to 
Louisa's words. She refilled her cup and whispered to Gerard as if she didn't hear a 
word of what Louisa said. Revenge was often like biting a dog in return after it bit you. 
Leena chose to take Louisa's attempted provocation with calm. She didn't want to 
bother arguing with the likes of her. Louisa realized that she had failed to get a reaction 
out of Leena. She fumed, looking down her nose at the others. 

"Mignonne, do you know? Bella promised to participate in the show because of you." 
Gerard didn't have the slightest idea what the girls were talking about, but he could tell 
from the hostile atmosphere that they were at daggers drawn. He was relieved to see 
that Leena was glad to talk to him even in such a situation. 

"Really? She did that because of me? Why?" Leena looked at Gerard in amazement. 
She knew Bella liked and thought highly of her. They saw each other some time ago, so 
Bella shouldn't miss her so soon. 



"Uh huh. Maybe she wants to help you rise to fame at home. Many people have heard 
of LN FASHION, but its designer is barely known in this country." Gerard gave her a 
bright smile. Leena's talent was known by one and all in France, but it was a secret in 
her own country. He found it very ironic. 

"Did she tell you that?" Leena frowned. Truth be told, she didn't want to be a well-known 
figure. It would be troublesome and she preferred to keep a low profile. However, once 
Bella resolved to do something, Leena could do nothing to change her mind. No matter 
how reluctant Leena was, she had to obey Bella. In any case, what Bella wanted to do 
was for her own good. Leena saw no reason to refuse her offer. 

"No, but the goal is obvious. You know, she has never participated in small talent shows 
before. But she promised the organizer she'd attend this one just because you're in this 
city." Gerard was very familiar with Bella. Wealthy men like him were the favorites of the 
fashion industry. They had the wealth to buy luxury goods every year, which was the 
reason why many designers wanted to suck up to them. If the Blanc Group bought 
goods from them all year round, these fashion brands would gather a fortune. 

Maybe she ate too many abalones and is sick of them. She must want to eat something 
different, like apples and oranges. Yes, she wants to experience something different this 
time." Leena joked. She didn't want to face up to reality and so tried to find excuses to 
comfort herself. If Bella arrived here, the secret that Leena had been trying to hide for 
so long would be out in the open for everyone to see. What was worse, her brother 
would be outraged. She never mentioned to him that she had her own line of clothes. 

"What are you talking about? I don't get it," Gerard said with curiosity, unable to 
understand her words. 

"Ah! You don't need to know. It's just a local saying around here." With her head down, 
Leena blinked rapidly and wondered what she could do. Louisa was long forgotten. 

What are you two talking about? It's funny to listen to you two talk in a language that I 
don't understand." Claire had been eavesdropping on the conversation between Leena 
and Gerard, but failed to comprehend what they were saying. 

Don't you know? It wouldn't be a secret if you could understand what they were saying. 
As I pointed out before, there is something going on between these two. But you didn't 
believe me. Don't fall into this trap," Louisa chipped in before Leena could answer. She 
was bored with Leena snubbing her. 

"I don't believe you! How is that possible? Come on, Louisa. Cool down." Claire felt 
helpless. She had promised Kevin to be on friendly terms with Leena, so she didn't want 
to worsen her relations with Leena again. 
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"We were talking about something related to France. What's wrong, Claire?" Leena 
raised her head, still not looking at Louisa. She made no reply to Louisa's taunt, as if the 
latter didn't exist at all. 

Nothing. I just couldn't make out what you two were talking about." Leena and Gerard 
talked in barely comprehensible French, so Claire couldn't understand what they were 
saying. 

"Excuse me. I have to answer this call," Leena interrupted, giving Claire an apologetic 
smile. She picked up the phone that was on the table. She had been afraid to miss 
Kevin's call and so hadn't put the phone in her pocket. 

"Where are you, Nana? I'll come and pick you up." Leena heard Kevin's anxious voice 
as soon as she answered the call. 

"Are you finished with work? We're in the teahouse next to the hotel. You will find us 
when you come over," Leena answered, her heart bubbling with happiness. Her cheery 
voice cut Louisa to the quick. 

"Yeah. I know where the teahouse is. I'll be there soon. See you later." Kevin put the 
phone in his pocket and hurriedly walked through the crowd. 

Leena pouted. Kevin was not affectionate by nature, but he shouldn't have hung up the 
phone so abruptly. She hadn't even replied back. 

"Who's coming?" Claire was curious. A deep frown marred her face when she heard the 
word "hotel". She wondered if Louisa's suspicions were true. 

"Kevin is nearby. He'll be here in a minute." Leena let out a long breath. The thought of 
explaining Gerard's presence to Kevin once they got home gave her a terrible 
headache. However, she couldn't hide this from him, or it might result in a serious 
misunderstanding. 

"What? My brother is coming? Oh no! I've bought so many things! He'll definitely jump 
on me when he sees them!" In anxiety, Claire looked at the big bags placed on the chair 
next to her. She wished she could hide them somewhere. 



"Relax. You can say they are gifts from me," Leena said with a grin. She knew that 
Kevin wouldn't get angry about the clothes that Claire had bought. He knew very well 
that girls loved to dress up. 

Louisa took pleasure in Claire's nervousness and looked forward to seeing Kevin fly into 
a rage. Kevin rejected her so cruelly, so why shouldn't she enjoy this spectacle? She 
wanted to give him an eye for an eye for what he had done. 

Kevin didn't arrive until 10 minutes later. Claire and Louisa's presence quite surprised 
him. 

"Hello, Kevin," Claire greeted Kevin in an ingratiating tone. It seemed that she was 
trying to hide something. 

"Well! What trouble did you make this time?" Kevin asked immediately, frowning at her. 
He knew his sister well. Her servile smile meant that she was guilty. 

"I didn't. You're asking that as if I make mistakes often." Claire pouted, giving voice to 
her grievance. 

"Then why do you look like you're trying to get on my good side?" Kevin sat down next 
to Leena and picked up the cup of tea she had just filled. 

"Err… It looks like I gave myself away," Claire said as the smile died on her lips. As the 
saying went, a guilty person always gave himself away by merely protesting his 
innocence. Claire let the cat out of the bag herself. 

"Where is Daisy? Why didn't she come along with you?" Leena had thought that Daisy 
would arrive too, so she was disappointed to find her missing. 

Ah. She had to go back to the army base and report the mission to the commander. But 
how are you feeling? Have you calmed down? Are you still scared?" Kevin didn't look at 
Louisa at all, let alone say hello to her. 

"Oh. I wanted to invite her to tea," Leena ignored his concerns and clicked her teeth. 
She hadn't hung out with Daisy in a long time. 

"That's all right. You can invite her next time. How did you guys run into each other?" 
Kevin looked at the big shopping bags next to Claire and furrowed his eyebrows, but 
didn't say anything. 

"It was a mere coincidence. How else would we have met?" Claire felt like an outsider 
listening to their conversation. She had no idea of the people and things they were 
talking about. 



Gerard, how do you like S City?" Kevin asked suddenly, jerking his head in Gerard's 
direction. Kevin did not feel threatened by him. He had no clue that Gerard was his rival 
in love. 

"Not bad, but I haven't gotten to explore it yet." Gerard regarded Leena thoughtfully. He 
realized that she had been waiting for Kevin to arrive. The thought made him feel bitter. 
Leena said previously that she didn't love him anymore, so Gerard could do nothing 
about it. 

"Well, why not stroll around S City? There are many wonderful tourist spots here. Some 
places also have a long history attached to them." It was great to have friends coming 
from afar. Kevin was full of friendliness and hospitality. 

I will. I'm just afraid that Mignonne would get tired." Gerard's smile had a hint of 
bitterness in it. He took a sip of tea from his cup to hide his sorrow. 

"Don't worry about that. Claire can join you. The more the merrier. It's her first time in S 
City too. You both can keep each other company." Kevin didn't think it was a big deal. 
Listening to him, the others wondered if he was trying to bring Gerard and Claire closer. 
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"Why should I go with him, Kevin?" Claire's mouth twitched. She wanted to explore the 
city but she didn't like the strange feeling she had. She was still thinking about the 
handsome Rain, but couldn't find any opportunity to approach him. Leena warned her to 
stay away from Rain, so she was embarrassed to ask Leena for more details about him. 
Otherwise, Leena might figure out that Claire hadn't given up on him. 

"It's your first visit to S City. Why don't you travel in a group? Leena will show you 
around. Isn't that a good idea?" Kevin didn't know why Claire was objecting. What was 
wrong with his proposal? Leena had to show her friend around anyway. She wouldn't 
mind taking Claire with them. 

"What you just said was very strange. You sound like a matchmaker. Like you 
deliberately wanted to bring us together. I know you don't like me, Kevin, but I didn't 
think you hated me so much that you'd want to wed me to a foreigner," Claire said, her 
tone aggrieved. She liked foreign countries a lot but it was altogether a different story to 
marry a foreigner. 



"Relax. Gerard won't take a fancy to you. You're stroppy. I'm afraid you would bring 
disgrace to our country after you marry a foreigner," Kevin joked, taking delight in 
deriding Claire. He had a quick tongue and always said what he thought without much 
deliberation, but his words hurt Claire. 

"Come on, Kevin. Is that what you really think of me? I'm not that bad!" Claire's voice 
was loud. She would have completely lost her temper if he wasn't her brother. 

"He is joking, Claire. Don't take it seriously." Leena kicked Kevin under the table and 
winked at him broadly. 'Something is wrong with Kevin today,' she thought. 'He's being 
so unusual. Why is he provoking Claire so much?' 

"Ouch! Why did you kick me, Leena?" Kevin looked at Leena in blank amazement as 
she rolled her eyes at him. Now Claire would know that Leena was fooling with her. 

"I just wanted to stretch my tingling legs. Sorry that I kicked you." Leena was 
exasperated. How stupid Kevin was! Why couldn't he get a hint? 

"Really? Then let me give you a massage." Kevin reached out to grab Leena's leg. 
Leena was so shocked at his behavior that she almost stood up and ran away. It was 
embarrassing to let Kevin do that in public. 

Meanwhile, Louisa had turned deathly pale. Kevin might be joking, but his care for 
Leena was heartrending to her. Everyone ignored her and made her feel like she was 
invisible. Louisa hadn't given up on Kevin yet, or she would have already left. She had 
no interest in being humiliated here. 

"Kevin, don't flaunt your love. You might pay a heavy price for it." In the past, Claire 
would have snapped up this opportunity to ridicule Leena, but she didn't do it this time. It 
looked like she was truly determined to live in peace with Leena. 

"What? A heavy price? Why? Don't speak this melodramatic nonsense. I'm a bit of a 
boor. I said what I thought." Kevin flicked Claire's forehead. The gesture had always 
been his way of showing love to his sister. Although Kevin's tone was reproachful, he 
didn't mean to blame her. 

"I know you're very strait-laced. Frankly, I don't know what Leena sees in you. You're so 
boring." Louisa darted a look of disapproval in Claire's direction. 'Claire is taking Leena's 
side,' she thought, 'Does this mean that she has accepted Leena as her sister-in-law? 
What about me? Has she shut me out of the plan? If she doesn't help me, the plan 
won't work, and I'll be an outsider in the race to win Kevin's heart. With Claire's help, I 
can replace Leena and become Kevin's wife. Why does she want to botch my plan?' 

"Right. I know you're jealous, but I don't care." Kevin stared at Leena's flushed face with 
affection, glad to look at her like this. He felt a lingering sense of fear as he thought of 
the frightening event from before. He couldn't imagine his life without Leena. He realized 



again that he had lost his heart to this girl. There was no denying that he had feelings 
for her; what he felt couldn't be explained in any other way. Kevin briefly considered if 
he had been attacked by a brain parasite, but that seemed even more farfetched. The 
only conclusion was that he was in love. 

Meanwhile, Gerard felt a desperate urge to interrupt their obsessive eye contact. He 
had promised Leena that he wouldn't interfere in her life, so he resisted his impulse and 
gulped down the bitterness. 'It's great to see that she got married to a man who loves 
her so dearly. I love her too, but that doesn't mean I have to be with her. This man can 
make her happy so I can set my mind to rest. Maybe I have to let her go and finally 
move on,' Gerard thought as he lowered his eyes. 

Truthfully, Kevin didn't mean to upset Gerard by his actions. He just wanted to make it 
crystal clear to Louisa that she would never be able to break up his happy marriage. He 
would never allow it. 

On the other hand, Leena felt a bit uneasy. She didn't know how long such a 
harmonious life could last. Once she told Kevin that Gerard was her ex-boyfriend, it 
would definitely cause havoc. 'Would I be doomed?' Leena wondered. 
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At night, under the watchful eye of the moon and the stars twinkling in the sky, Leena 
gently pushed the door open and walked into the study. She was agitated, her young 
beautiful face looking quite gloomy. That wasn't like her at all. 

"What's up?" Kevin closed his military book and placed it on the desk, showing that she 
had his undivided attention. He looked at Leena with a frown. Why did she look so 
strange? Why was she being so furtive and tentative? 

"Kevin, could we talk?" Leena forced a smile. There was a tinge of mischievousness in 
her clear and watery eyes. Her eyes flashed that way only when she was with him. 

"Yeah, babe. What do you need?" Kevin stood up and led her to the sofa, gently, hand 
on her back. He was curious what she wanted to say. 

"Well...it's about Gerard." Leena bit her lip and tried to organize the jumble in her mind. 
How could she possibly explain this? Should she start from the beginning? 



"What's wrong with Gerard? He's a nice guy. And we can get along. Is there something I 
should know about him? You're acting weird." Kevin gave her a questioning look. They 
all had dinner together, and everything seemed to be going well. Louisa left during the 
meal, but that didn't disrupt things too much. 

"Well..." She paused again. She was so nervous, that everything spilled out in a word 
salad. "Before we got married, me and Gerard were a thing. But it was really simple. He 
had only held my hands. That's all. And that's why we broke up. I won't give my body to 
just anyone, and I wouldn't give it to him." At this point, Leena closed her eyes. She 
didn't want to see his face twist into a mask of rage. She was paralyzed by fear. 

"Is that it?" Kevin was taken aback. He was no dummy, though. The way Gerard looked 
at Leena was one of pure lust, and maybe a little puppy love. He also shot dirty glances 
at Kevin when he thought the soldier wasn't looking. He was thinking it was a little one-
sided. 

"Yeah. You may be angry and want to blame me, I'll understand. But please don't hit 
me. Your fist is so strong and I might die with only one blow," Leena flinched as she 
said this. A feeling of panic seized her and rooted her to the spot. The fear rose in her 
and threatened to strangle her. 

"Okay. Do I seem like that kind of guy? I'm in this for the long haul. Yeah, this is news to 
me, but it explains a few things. The past is the past. So why should I be angry? That 
would be weird. Everyone has people they used to care for. But the important thing is 
we're still together now. If I get angry at you because of this, aren't I too narrow-
minded?" Kevin shook his head helplessly. He thought he was entirely reasonable and 
rational. Besides, his previous infatuation with Daisy left him in no position to judge. 

"You're not mad?" Leena raised her head and looked at him, confused. If he really 
cared for her, he'd be all over this and yelling at her. He should want to defend what 
was his. But why was he so calm? So didn't he love her? Or maybe he never cared 
about her at all? 

Should I be? Or do you think that I'm not a guy you can rely on? Is that why you're so 
afraid to tell me this? Do you think I won't trust you?" Kevin's face went cold and stern. 
He didn't like that Leena shuddered when confronting him. She was afraid of him, and 
he was hurt that the woman he loved was scared of him. Yes, it was love. He was sure 
that he loved her. Now he understood what love really meant. It was not only about the 
thrill, the tickle in his chest when he thought of her, or even the special times when they 
made love. Love was when you cared more for the other person's happiness than your 
own, and did it for so long it became a habit. People might disagree, but that was how 
he felt. As for Kevin, he'd stick to what he believed, and he would protect the people and 
things he cared about. 

No, that's not it. I was just worried you'd be mad that I was alone with an ex-boyfriend. 
That's all. If I didn't think you were reliable, then why would I marry you?" Her eyes 



darkened as she feared that Kevin might mistake her. Did Kevin really not know her 
heart? And what did that mean for them? 

"Do you still love him? Or is it that he has never got over you?" Kevin didn't know how to 
feel now. Should he be happy or sad? That explained why she got so drunk that day in 
the bar, and why she had a one night stand with him. Because she was trying to soothe 
the heartache of a breakup. But it was a damn good thing she did, though, because 
otherwise they would never have met. Thanks to a chance moment, their lives were 
intertwined forever. 

No. I don't think it's even love. I was really young, then, and didn't know what love is. 
Now I do, and things are different." Leena rushed to her defense, her beautiful face 
turning red from the anxiety. 

"So why should I be mad again?" Kevin laughed and stroked her nose with his fingers. 
He felt happy to have her in his life. Sometimes she could be very mature and had a 
keen mind. She seemed to really have it together, and a wisdom that defied her age. 
But sometimes she was very innocent and naive like a flower in the greenhouse, which 
would become juicy with a simple touch. 

But Gerard told me that he still couldn't forget me. So that's why he flew all the way out 
here from France," Leena said hesitantly. She didn't dare to look into his eyes. 
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"So? How do you feel about that?" Kevin got a little nervous when he heard this. He 
wasn't sure that she wouldn't say that she still had a thing for him, that she was going to 
run off with Gerard. That would break his heart in two. 

"No. I blew him off when I came back from France. I told him the truth -- that I was a 
happily married woman. And I thought that was the end of it, but he got my address 
from a teacher and that's where we are now." Leena raised her head and looked at him 
in the eyes. Sincerity lay behind those eyes, and he would be a fool not to believe her. 

Leena, thanks for telling me. I'd rather hear it from you than find out by accident. And 
this is what makes me think that I'm important to you. We'll be okay. Because we can be 
honest with each other." Kevin finally relaxed a little. But the news that Gerard never 
gave up on Leena was a little disconcerting. It never occurred to him that he'd have a 
romantic rival, that someone else would be competing with him for Leena's heart. So 



he'd always felt very safe and calm. Obviously he ignored the fact that Leena was an 
attractive lady with a good family background. 

It's normal for a couple to be honest with each other, right?" Leena asked. Her head 
tilted gracefully and one corner of her mouth uplifted. Her smile made her look all the 
more beautiful. She actually looked fascinating from every angle. 

"I don't know what to say to that." Kevin smiled bitterly. Because he failed to be honest 
with her right from the beginning, and that was why there were so many 
misunderstandings. All he could do was do better next time. 

Oh? I didn't mean to blame you. It's just what I think," Leena hurriedly explained. She 
wasn't referring to anything else, and didn't want him to think like that. 

"I know, don't worry. But it is my fault. I've been so busy with work and I didn't pay 
enough attention to you." He remembered he had to leave for work in a few days, and 
that made him feel extremely down. When he had to take off before, he had nothing to 
worry about. But now he was already homesick, and he hadn't even left yet. That was 
the magic power of love. 

"Not really. At least you made Claire not hate me so much, didn't you?" Leena felt 
grateful to him for this. They were a big family and she didn't want anyone in the family 
to bear grudges against each other. It was hard in the beginning, with her constant 
insults. It was almost more than Leena could bear. 

That's all you. Claire only promised me she'd try to get along with you, but she didn't say 
anything about liking you. So if she really opens up to you and starts to like you, that's 
because of who you are." Kevin never said he did something that someone else did. 
Really, with Claire, he only pushed a little and hoped she and Leena would get along for 
real. 

"Still, you helped a lot. Thanks dear. And this is your reward." Leena said, leaning closer 
to him and planting a gentle kiss on his cheek. She kissed him to express her thanks. 
Unlike a lot of men, he was awesome when it came to Gerard. She was touched 
because of it. She ran over it in her head, imagining how furious he'd be. But she 
worried too much for nothing. She felt happy that things were fine between them now. 

That's it?" Kevin looked at her playfully. He liked such sudden surprises and it made him 
feel happy from the bottom of his heart. 

"What else do you want? Kevin, you're starting to care for me, right?" Seeing that Kevin 
was in a good mood now, Leena began to pry into his inner world. Because she really 
wanted to know whether she was right. She sensed his love this afternoon, but she was 
not sure whether it was real or not. She needed to know. She'd fallen desperately in 
love with him and wondered if he felt the same. 



"I have always cared for you. Why do you think I married you?" Kevin knew what she 
wanted to know. But he intentionally beat around the bush. He wanted to tease her. A 
mischievous smile found its way to his face. 

"Oh! That's not what I mean. You know what I mean -- I... You did that deliberately. You 
wanted to embarrass me." Leena leaned against him and enjoyed this happy moment. 
Most of the time something always weighed on her mind. She didn't want to act too girly 
around him, because he didn't marry her for love. She wanted to pretend she was 
mature and cool around him. She was really different around him, not at all like she was 
with Duke and her other brothers. 

"You got it! You're slow today. You should take more vitamins." Kevin smiled as he 
smoothed her hair. With Leena cuddled in his arms, he could feel his heart beat even 
faster. 

The moment was peaceful and beautiful, and love made their hearts grow fonder. 
Although Kevin didn't say "I love you" to Leena, all the time, actions spoke louder than 
words. 

It was a daily routine -- Kevin always got up early and came home late. Whenever 
Leena woke up early, she'd hear a rustling. She opened her eyes, and saw Kevin 
looking for clothes in the wardrobe. 

Going to work now?" Leena crept out from the warm quilt with sleepy eyes. She didn't 
want to miss one of the few times that she caught him before he went to work. 

Oh! Sorry I woke you up. Just go back to sleep, baby. It's too early." Kevin said, 
yawning as he put his shirt on. As soon as he got his tie, Leena suddenly came over 
and took the tie from him. She was good at fixing the tie, so he let her do it. She was a 
fashion designer, and her skill made the tie look flawless on him. 

 


