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Great! You may get in the car now. It's freezing outside. | don't want you to catch a
cold." Without further delays, Rain loosened his arms and smoothed Leena's messy
hair, his eyes full of affection.

"Okay! You may go find Edward now. He must be waiting for you." Leena gave Rain a
sweet smile. She regarded her sworn brothers as her own brothers, and didn't think
there was any problem with how they got along.

"Major General Gu, I'd like to offer you a drink next time." Before turning and entering
FX International Group offices, Rain cast a proud glance at Kevin and gave him a cold
smile. He had such a delicate face that his picture-perfect smile attracted many girls
passing by.

"What's wrong with him?" Uncertain why Rain was acting more weird, Kevin asked
Leena. He could feel the hostility in Rain's eyes. 'Does it have anything to do with the
so-called Annie? Who is she?' he thought to himself.

"He has been hurt in love, and his heart is broken. Don't worry. | think he'll be okay
sooner or later." But actually, Leena was not so sure of what she said. Annie had left for
a long time, but Rain hadn't shown any signs of recovery yet. 'Will he behave like this
forever?' she asked herself.

"Did you drive here?" Leaving aside the problem with Rain, Kevin held Leena in his
arms for warmth.

"Yes, | did. My car is in the underground car park. Are we going home now? Or
anywhere else?" Against the wind, Leena soon began to shiver like leaf.

Get in the car first. You're freezing." Kevin opened the car door for Leena and shut it
after she got in, before he got in the driver's seat.

"Hey, you got off work so early today." Once in car, Leena felt much warmer. She
looked at Kevin, waiting for an answer.

"The Commander was in a good mood today, so he asked me to get off work earlier.
How are you feeling now?" As he turned up the heater, Kevin stared at Leena worriedly.
He had heard of Leena's health problem from her sworn brothers' conversation for more
than once. He wanted to know more.




Really? Your Commander seems to be a nice man." At the mention of the Commander,
Leena forgot about Kevin's question as she remembered Louisa, the Commander's
daughter. Ever since they met in Grand Apartment last time, Leena had never heard of
Louisa again. Leena couldn't help but wonder where Louisa was and what she was
doing now. Most importantly, she wanted to know whether Louisa had moved on or not.
Maybe Louisa was plotting something to destroy their relationship. Although Leena
didn't want to think ill of Louisa, she knew how crazy a woman could be once her love
was betrayed. After all, Leena too had been there and done that. She felt so lucky to
finally become Kevin's wife.

"Yes, he is. Babe, how about we eat out tonight? I'll drive you there, and you can come
for your car tomorrow." Staring at his beloved wife, Kevin felt guilty for her. Born with a
silver spoon, Leena had always been the little princess. But since she got married to
him, she had learned how to do the housework. And for that, her sworn brothers disliked
Kevin.

"Oh, really? What are we going to eat? And | would also like to go shopping at the night
market. Is that okay?" Leena was thrilled at Kevin's offer. For all the time they had
known each other, they had never had a real date alone, without bringing someone else
with them.

"I'll try my best to fulfill all your needs tonight. So you'd better seize the opportunity."
Gently, Kevin stroked her hair with a doting smile. A hint of sorrow flashed across his

eyes and soon disappeared, but Leena was too excited to notice it.

Oh, thank you so much, Kevin. That's really nice of you," Leena said earnestly. In her
mind, happiness was as simple as, when she walked closer to Kevin, he took a big step
forward. Now that was quite an indication of how highly Kevin thought of her. And for
the little gesture, she was enthralled.

"Sweet girl! What do you want to eat?" Starting the engine, Kevin waited for her answer.
Kevin hoped that she would not break to tears after learning of his upcoming
deployment, during which he'd be away from her for a couple of months.

"How about The Fragrance Restaurant?" It had been a long time since she last went to
the restaurant and she really missed the food there. Also, she wanted to introduce
Kevin to the staff there, so that they would provide him with the best service on the
occasions when he'd be there without her.

"The Fragrance Restaurant? Never heard of that before,” Kevin said with a frown. As a
soldier, Kevin was very busy and seldom had time to eat outside. As such, it didn't
surprise Leena that he had never heard of the restaurant.

"They have really nice food there. I'd like to take you there for a sampling of their
delicious food." As she located the address with the on-board navigation, Leena gave
him a sweet smile. She was really excited to spend the night with him alone.




"All right. You're the boss, and I'm all yours tonight.”" Hoping that Leena would much
enjoy the night, Kevin stepped on the gas, not wanting to waste any more time. He'd
make this night special so that Leena would be prepared when he finally got to talk
about his impending travel. More and more, he paid closer attention to Leena now. It felt

like his love for her was being tested in many ways, but he was sure that they would
stick together against all the odds. Unbeknown to him, he would soon meet the worst
trouble in his life — Leena would be in a coma, and they might be forced to separate by
death.
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With her brow furrowing, Leena opened her mouth as if she wanted to say something,
but she closed it again. Then she just moved her lips, staring at Kevin silently. She felt
he was behaving quite strange today.

The reason why Kevin had kept silent along the way was because he was thinking
about how he would tell Leena that he was going abroad for a few months and still not
hurt her in any manner. Meanwhile, Leena looked down, still wondering what made
Kevin so quiet today.

"Is this the place that you were talking about?" Kevin asked, looking up at the large
plate with "The Fragrance" written on it. 'What an elegant name! Is it somehow related
to her?' Kevin thought. Somehow, he felt a little familiar with the building in front of him.

Yes! Don't you think it's kind of familiar? It feels like a stream of clean water flowing
slowly into your heart. Or it feels like you have found an oasis in a desert and you stop
to take a drop of the fresh-tasting spring water from it." Leena said, continuing to smile
at Kevin. If he could feel the same way, it proved that he also loved her the same way
she did. A place decorated by her could make him feel attached to it just like he was
attached to her!

"Since when have you become so poetic?" Kevin asked, trying to dodge eyes from
Leena. It seemed that he still needed one more chance to pour his feelings for Leena
out.

"Just imagine about it a little bit." Leena said, a flash of disappointment reflecting on her
lips, then she gave a sweet smile immediately. At that moment, she looked as innocent
and graceful as before, pure like a white lotus, without any kind of impurity attached to
her.




"Let's go inside!" Kevin said, interlocking his fingers with Leena's. He could feel the
sincerity from inside her heart, and for a second he felt he had fallen into a trance. He
felt like he had spoiled something, so he looked at her restlessly his eyes trying to find
depth in her feelings. He was wondering if his replies had hurt Leena's feelings.

Leena looked up, her eyes right into Kevin's. Then she smiled slightly, which meant she
had locked her sadness in her heart and she would never disclose to anyone about how
hurt she was.

Subconsciously still holding Leena’'s hand tightly, Kevin had an uneasy feeling that she
would leave him, which made him feel very sad inside. The gloominess on his face was
getting stronger.

"Are we sitting outside or do you want to sit inside the booth?" Leena asked as she
flickered her eyes waiting for Kevin's response like an eager and timid bird waiting for
her partner. "The booth!" Kevin answered without any hesitation. What he wanted to do
today was to spend time alone with Leena. He didn't want to be noticed. He knew his
uniform could be easily detected and this was something he did not want.

"Finally you have come, Leena." As soon as Kevin and Leena walked in, a soft voice
whispered in their ears.

"Yep! Hope everything is fine here?" Leena asked, looking around. Although it wasn't
the time for dinner, all the tables were occupied. This was probably the best proof of the
reputation of this restaurant!

"Definitely! We are working very hard even if you're not here to guide and mentor us."”
The employees answered cheerfully. Meanwhile, they all were trying their best to not
stare at Kevin, who was standing next to Leena and looked very handsome as per
them.

Great! | totally believe you." Leena said. She preferred that they call her "Leena" rather
than "Boss". So all the employees addressed her like that, which also made the people
who didn't know the truth feel a little strange. However, she thought it was a funny thing
that a young pretty girl like her was addressed "Boss" by a group of people who were
older than her.

Nana, are you familiar with this place?" Kevin asked doubtfully. But the next second, he
wondered if this place was the property of FX International Group.

Oh! I own this restaurant. So, don't you think | would be familiar with the place?" Leena
said. The reason why she had brought Kevin here today was that she wanted to
introduce her restaurant to him. So it was better if she told him the truth.

What did you say? You mean this restaurant is yours?" Kevin asked with astonishment.
He had never expected that she could own a restaurant like this. Actually, the thing that




Kevin was about to tell her was going to be a bigger surprise than this. It seemed that in
the following days, there would be more shocking things waiting for him.

"Yes! | can tell you that | grew up with this restaurant. Edward and my brother helped
me to take care of it when | was in high school. | rarely showed up here because | was
busy studying at that time." Leena explained smugly with a smile. In fact, if she had
actually handled the restaurant on her own probably it would have stopped existing long
back. Because she had no experience in the business. Even her LN Fashion was
supported and managed by a very strong group. Without them, she couldn't handle it by
herself as she felt she was not capable enough.

You have impressed me again!" Kevin said, shaking his head in disbelief. He thought he
knew a little about her. He had no idea whether any other unexpected things could
happen again in the future.

"Thanks for your praise and admiration.” Leena said smiling happily. She took his
compliment gracefully.

"Leena, is this handsome man your boyfriend?" One of the employees asked curiously.
Leena had a very good relationship with the employees because of her easy-going and
fun-loving character.
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"Oh! | forget to introduce him to you. To be true, he is not my boyfriend. He's my
husband. So when you see him next time, you should treat him in the same way as you
treat me. Hope | am clear?" Leena said seriously, especially the last sentence. It
sounded like nobody should doubt her.

"Clear enough! Leena. Definitely, | will pass this information to all the staff." One of the
employees answered as soon as he could. He had never thought Leena would get
married so soon since they were almost of the same age.

"Good! Is Manager Mo around?" Leena asked casually. Manager Mo was in charge of
her restaurant. Although Edward and Duke helped her to supervise the restaurant, it
was impossible for them to come here frequently. So they had hired Mo to do the
managing work.




"He went home earlier today because he said there was some emergency. Do you want
me to call him now?" One of the employees asked after some hesitation. After all, it was
the first time Leena had asked about the manager. She had never done this before.

"No need. We will sit in the booth, so please serve us some favorite dishes in our
restaurant.” Leena said. She insisted on having the personal touch in her restaurant. So
all the staff had to work very hard even if she wasn't there, and this was something that
made her feel very proud of them.

Got it. Leena, I'll do it right now." One of the employees said, nodding and then leaving.

“Let's go inside, then!" Leena said, smiling at Kevin shyly. Both then walked inside
holding hands with their love visible to everyone.

"Girl, how many things do you have that | don't know about?" Taking off the coat and
putting it over the back of the chair, Kevin asked while he stared at Leena's pink face
with intrigue.

"Not too many. Just a few. | think you will get to know them all soon." Leena answered.
Then she couldn't help sighing on the thought of that by tomorrow night, her entire life
would come in front of the press. The truth would have to come to light sooner or later.
She decided to just let it be! She never did anything wrong and, so she didn't think she
should hide it from him anymore. However, she wouldn't speak it out on herself as that
might complicate matters. She didn't want him to feel that she was trying to show off her
position or something like that.

"How has Patricia been feeling ever since she was picked up by her parents?" Thinking
of the situation of that day, Kevin asked though he couldn't help frowning. He guessed
that the girl must surely hate him!

"l heard she is on a hunger strike now. | don't think it's a big deal as she is very fond of
food. Once someone puts something delicious to eat in front of her she would have to
give in." Leena said. She didn't worry that Patricia would do anything stupid. Because
she felt that in spite of being such a devil, Patricia could never go to the extent of hurting
herself.

"You can invite her to our house whenever she's free. | am sure she would like this
break!" Kevin didn't say it in a serious way since he knew Patricia was still angry with
him. He didn't think she would agree to come to their house.

She has vowed that she wouldn't come to our house anymore." Leena said and felt a
little helpless about it. After all, on the day when Patricia was caught by her parents, the
situation had become a little out of control. Kevin had come back home and he
happened to hear Patricia's father asking him to catch her. So at that moment, he
helped to catch Patricia and foiled her plan of running away. That was the reason why
Patricia treated Kevin as the traitor who spoilt her life.




"Things got really serious at that time! It seems that she is still angry with me." Kevin
said, moving his lips and feeling that he was innocent. He did it out of the instinct of a
military man, he did not realize that it was a family's petty fight going on! So he ended
up catching Patricia who was trying to run away.

Never mind. She was just bluffing. | am quite sure she will come to see me in one
week." Leena said with confidence. She had been a close friend of Patricia, how
couldn't she know her?

"That'll be much better." Kevin said with relief. He didn't have to worry that Leena would
be lonely when he was away. Besides, he had to think about Claire. He thought it was
better if she went back to the capital city.

What? Why are you getting so interested in this matter, may | know your intentions?"
Leena asked. She felt Kevin was behaving a little weird today.

"If 1 tell you that I will be leaving you for a while, how will you take it?" Kevin asked,
staring at Leena quietly and expecting a reaction from her.

"For how long?" Leena asked peacefully, but something had come to her mind.

About three months. Or maybe even longer." Kevin answered, his eyes locked onto
Leena. He could see that she was trembling.

"Can you tell me that are you going for official or personal purpose?" Leena was
dismayed about this. If Kevin's trip was official, she would be absolutely supportive even
if she didn't like it. Because she knew that Kevin didn't just belong to her but also to the
nation. If he was leaving for any personal issue, she would like to know what kind of
matter needed his attention for such a long duration.

For official reasons. But is there any difference?" Kevin asked, confused. Eventually, he
was leaving home no matter what the reason was.

"Of course. As a soldier, it's your responsibility to go on your mission. But if it's for your
personal issue, | can't understand it unless you give me a solid reason to go away."
Leena answered. She didn't think herself was a woman with jealousy. But it didn't mean
that she had no judgement or her own personality.
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"Do you think I'm that kind of selfish person who leaves home for some personal reason
and doesn't take his wife along with him?" Leena's sensible behavior at that moment
impressed Kevin. He continued looking at her with more passion.

That's hard to say! Like my sister-in-law said, men should not be trusted." Leena said,
looking at Kevin, her eyes trying to provoke him. In fact, as far as she knew, Kevin
wasn't going to do anything that was considered immoral.”

"Am | also included in it?" Kevin asked, frowning. He didn't think he was a bad person!

"What about you telling me?" Leena didn't answer but asked him, enjoying Mapo Tofu
which the staff had served minutes ago. Although she looked relaxed, her heart was
sad.

"If you want me to judge myself, | don't think I'm that kind of man." Kevin answered,
grinning. It seemed that his thought process was similar to that of Edward's.

"Is your this time's mission dangerous?" Leena asked, biting her lips. Finally, she asked
about something that was bothering her for a long time. Because she was worried that
the answer would be something that could increase her sadness.

"No. It's just a simple mission. But | can't promise about any accidents that might
happen.” Kevin answered. He didn't plan to hide it from her. The truth was that this
mission was only a little dangerous. Otherwise, he wouldn't have recommended Hank to
the commander to finish this mission. The truth was that Hank wasn't scared of death.

"Can you not make me feel so worried about you?" Leena asked, looking at Kevin with
expectations. She was asking him to make a promise to her although she knew it was

just another way to console herself. After all, that promise could not stop any accidents
from happening.

"Um! | promise I'll be fine. Enjoy your food! Didn't you say that you wanted to walk
around the night market?" Kevin said with a doting smile. Although such risks followed
the soldiers anywhere, they could minimize them by preparing well and taking sufficient
precautions.

"Yes!" Leena said, looking down. As a matter of fact, she had lost interest in going
around the night market ever since she got the news. Even the yummy food in her
mouth felt tasteless now. When Leena walked out of the The Fragrance with Kevin, it
was so chilly that she couldn't help huddling up and snuggling in Kevin's arms.

Are you cold?" Kevin asked, pulling Leena's clothes together tighter, then holding her in
his arms and walking towards the car.




"No. It's just out of instinct that | am doing that." A stunning smile could make nations
and cities fall. But Leena only wanted to win Kevin's heart with her smile. She didn't
know when that day would come in near future.

"Tell me! Where do you want to go? | am going to be your company." Kevin asked
immediately when they got on the car. He wanted her to enjoy the time that they were
together. Then, she might not feel so upset in the months when he was away from her.

"Suddenly | think | want to climb the ancient pagoda.” Leena said, her eyes filled with
confusion. It was said that if a person reached the top of the ancient pagoda, he or she
could make a wish. When she reached there, she would wish that Kevin would remain
unharmed. Other than that, nothing was important for her.

"But it is very quiet there. Besides, the lights are so faint. Are you sure you still want to
go there?" Kevin asked, frowning. He knew all about the legend of the ancient pagoda.
By his best guess, Leena was doing this for him. She wanted to pray for his safety.

"Forget it. | was just suggesting it. Let's drive to the downtown and take a simple walk!"
Leena suggested, her body buried in the seat. She agreed that it was too late. She
thought that they could go there any other day.

"If you do want to go there, let's get one flashlight!" Kevin said. He didn't start the car
but stared at Leena who looked so depressed.

"We'd better not. After all, it's too late now and it's not safe to go there. Besides, it's a
little far too." Leena said, smiling breezily. She didn't want anything bad to happen just
because of her silly demands.

"It's not about the safety. The main problem is that | don't want you to feel cold there."
Kevin said, starting the car and driving into the traffic slowly.

Kevin, this time, you would not be able to communicate with the outside world too?"
Leena asked faintly. It seemed that this time too she would not be able to get in touch
with him.,

Exactly. But | will send you a message as and when | get a chance." Kevin said. He
knew she would miss him. But he could do nothing about this because he couldn't break
the rules set for him.

I'm just wondering if you are going to miss me a little bit." Leena talked to herself,
unconsciously blocking the answer that Kevin was giving. It seemed that she was totally
disappearing in her own world. Kevin had never seen Leena in such a sad mood.

"Nana. You're my wife, there's no doubt that I will miss you." Kevin looked very serious
and emotional when he said this. He glanced at Leena to check her reaction. But she
gave Nno response.




"Okay. | got it." Leena said, showing neither cheer nor any happiness. As he said, he

would miss her just because she was his wife. It wasn't because he loved her deeply.
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The city was a special economic zone, so even at night, the streets were still
overcrowded. People did all kinds of things, going to work, going out to eat, going
shopping, or just going home. When they walked outside, Kevin always held Leena
close in his arms, sheltering her from all the other busy people. Walking the busy streets
with a Major General was definitely going to turn some heads. Other women looked at
the pair with obvious interest. Leena had expected this. But seeing other women
enchanted with her hubby still made her unhappy. Leena could tell from their eyes that
they couldn't help but be a little jealous of her, because she was the one in the
handsome man's arms.

"All the girls are looking at you again." Leena couldn't help but pucker up her lips, her
tone betraying a trace of jealousy and possessiveness. When this kind of thing
happened when she was out with her brothers, she hadn't thought much about it --
because they were all her brothers, and she didn't need to be jealous. But Kevin was
different. He was her husband, after all. So Leena, being the possessive type, could do
nothing but complain.

"l didn't do anything!" It sounded like an accusation. Kevin didn't understand where this
came from, because he didn't even look at other women. All his attention was solely on
Leena.

"Exactly! You didn't do anything, but they still think you're hot. And it's so annoying."
Leena rolled her eyes at him. She wanted to hide him away from everyone. She knew
this wasn't logical, and it wasn't Kevin's fault for being so handsome and enticing. But
she just couldn't help it. Who would have thought that Leena would be so possessive
once she fell in love with somebody? Certainly not her.

Don't worry. They're looking at me, but | only have eyes for you, babe. You should feel
proud of yourself for nabbing a great guy like me." Kevin was clearly very satisfied with
himself. What did she want him to do, anyway? Wear a brown paper bag? Then
suddenly, he pulled Leena into a ceramics shop.

"You're impossible." Leena glanced at him. She couldn't deny that Kevin was really a
great and outstanding man. And she was lucky.




That's all right, because I'm only impossible around you. Hey beautiful, look at these!
You like them?" Kevin picked up a pair of ceramic dolls and turned his head to ask
Leena. He seemed quite excited over the dolls. They looked cute.

"You want to buy them?" Leena took the pair of dolls from Kevin's hands, and examined
them closely. To be honest, she was not very fond of ceramic knick-knacks. But she
had to admit the dolls were quite lovely. And they were a couple just like Leena and
Kevin. Leena was surprisingly quite fond of them.

"Yeah. Think we can find a spot for them?" Kevin looked around, but he didn't find
anything else caught his eye. It seemed that the pair of dolls was the only interesting
thing in the shop. Maybe for a rich girl like Leena, things like this were all a bit cheap
and boring.

Yeah. We can put them on the nightstand in our bedroom.” Leena's eyes glinted with
excitement. She was really fond of the dolls. And her bad mood finally lifted a bit. She
needed something to distract her, and this was just the thing.

A gentle smile appeared on Kevin's face, seeing Leena's excitement. Naturally, he
walked up to the register. But what he didn't expect was who he would run into next.

"Hey! Major General Gu, right?" The girl was chewing gum, dressed up like a punk kid.
She sat on a stool, staring at Kevin, swinging her legs. She looked just like a thug, and
dressed the part. Her hair was short on one side, long on the other. And it was green.

"And you are..." Kevin furrowed his eyebrows. He really couldn't remember where he'd
met this girl before. After all, he didn't pay attention to all the girls he ran into, not to
mention a punk girl like Michelle. So it was no surprise that he didn't realize exactly who
this was.

"Michelle! You don't remember? We met in the suburbs. With Daisy. Ring any bells?"
Daisy made it clear to Michelle that she shouldn't talk about the gun fight at all. So
Michelle's words were vague. She hoped Kevin would get it.

Oh! It's you! Yeah, now | remember. Long time no see." Kevin finally remembered who
this girl was. She was the crazy girl Daisy mentioned. According to Daisy, Michelle even
managed to piss off Luke. That was hard to do. He got so angry that he knocked her out
just to make her shut up.

Yeah!" she popped a bubble with her gum inside her mouth. The sound sounded pretty
loud in the largely silent store. "And you're still a hottie!" she continued. Michelle was
very straightforward and had no filter. She always said what was on her mind.

"Thanks. You here alone? Where's your crew?" Kevin was part of the investigation, so
he knew who Michelle really was. He had dossiers drawn up on everyone.




"l just ditched 'em. I'm still hiding right now. Hope they won't find me. So what are you
doing here?" At this, Michelle carefully peeked outside. She didn't want to be found, at
least not for now.

Why? In trouble again?" Kevin asked as he took out his wallet and handed the money to
the cashier behind the register. And right on cue, Michelle was in Kevin's arms all of a
sudden before he could realize what just happened. He was absolutely confused and
shocked. They knew each other, but this was too much!

"Sorry, sir. I'll only be a minute. Help a girl out?" Michelle said in a hurry. As she
whispered this, a few men dressed in black walked in. She made a noise and buried her
face in his chest. They looked around the shop. It seemed they were searching for
someone -- someone like her. Finally they looked right at Michelle, who was in Kevin's
arms, hiding her face. They were confused for a moment. But intimidated by the military
uniform, they quickly averted their gaze. A punk girl like Michelle wouldn't be romancing
a soldier. Since they didn't find Michelle, they quickly left.

"All right. They're gone now," he said, and disentangled the girl from his arms. Kevin
wanted to push her away at first -- a natural reaction, given she wasn't his wife. But she

seemed desperate, so he decided to help her out. When those guys walked into the
shop, he knew what was up. So to make her look less suspicious, he held her even
closer, letting her bury her head in his chest too.

"Thanks a lot, handsome. Gotta jet. See you around!" Michelle pulled on her cap and
winked knowingly at Kevin. Then she quickly walked out of the shop and disappeared
into the crowd.

Kevin shook his head helplessly, and tucked the receipt into his wallet. Then he turned
around and looked around for Leena. But he couldn't spy her in the store. He looked
behind shelves and around other displays. Nothing. He walked back up to the counter.

Excuse me, did you see the girl who was with me just now? The one | came in with, |
mean," Kevin asked the shop assistant. At the same time, he still craned his neck and
stood on his toes, hoping to catch sight of Leena.

"Oh. That one? She took off," The shop assistant said, handing the nicely wrapped pair
of dolls to him. To be honest, she was also curious why the girl left. The girl was excited
when she walked in and Kevin showed her the dolls. But then she left in a real hurry,
her color ashen, and her eyes full of tears.
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"What? When? Where did she go?" Kevin took the box that the shop assistant handed
to him. His face was full of worry, as was his voice. Why did she leave? Well, he
guessed he could deal with that later. The most important thing right now was to find
Leena.

"She went that way," The shop assistant kindly told him, pointing down the street. She
was pretty sure Leena was distraught. That was why she paid more attention to her.
She wasn't used to her customers looking that way at all.

"Okay, thanks!" Kevin quickly excused himself and ran out of the shop, heading in the
direction the shop assistant indicated. He just hoped that she didn't go too far. As
expected, he had to deal with crowds, turning his body this way and that just to get past
them. None of them were moving at the same pace he was.

Leena walked the crowded streets with a lost look on her face. Tears fell down her
already tear-stained cheeks, but she didn't even realize that she was silently crying. She
was like a zombie, walking with her head down, paying no heed to where she was
headed. People kept bumping into her, but she didn't give a damn. She just kept
walking with hollow eyes.

'She is about my age. Does he think she's prettier?' she thought bitterly to herself.
Leena saw Kevin talking to her at first, and she didn't think much of it. She had thought
that maybe she was just a friend, someone he hadn't run into for a while. He'd lived
here awhile, so he probably had people he knew. But imagine her surprise when the girl
suddenly threw herself into Kevin's arms. And what was worse, Kevin didn't push her
away, instead, he even held her closer and buried her head in his chest. Leena just
couldn't stand looking at them anymore. This was like a dagger in her heart. So she just
left without a word. She didn't know where she was going, and she didn't care. She just
dragged her numb feet and left the shop.

She had thought that Kevin was a simple and honest man. But it seemed that she was
terribly, deeply wrong. He'd been in love with Daisy, then Louisa popped up. Now, there
was another girl she didn't recognize, and they were obviously affectionate. How many
more girlfriends was he hiding from her? Leena couldn't even think about this without
her heart breaking.

Maybe this is why Kevin doesn't love me.' Leena couldn't help thinking. Maybe Kevin
didn't even have a heart. No, maybe his heart was just not hers. He cared about
someone else, not poor Leena. He was really cruel, she thought, ruining her life without
a word. She'd worked so hard on their marriage, doing everything to please him. Then
maybe he'd fall in love with her. But he didn't even care. How could he be so mean, to




just throw it all away without considering how she felt? Should she continue trying?
Though she knew it would end up with even more heartache?

The wind blew, chilling bones and hearts. But Leena, who really didn't like cold, didn't
even feel a thing. Tears just kept streaming down the mask of pain that was her face,
and she just couldn't stop them. Her makeup ran, and she didn't care. She knew that
everyone gave her odd looks, but she couldn't muster the energy to care.

This was the first time she abdicated her figurative throne, gave up being a princess,
waited on hand and foot. She did everything she could for the man she loved. She was
wary, careful and cautious. But still, in the end, she had her heart broken. She had
thought that as long as she treated Kevin with love and honesty, he'd treat her the
same. But she didn't really know him at all. She built up this image of a kind, decent
man that wasn't true. She suddenly lost all hope. She didn't know if she could pull
through this.

Her phone kept ringing, but she didn't pick up. She knew it was Kevin. He must have
found out she left by now. But Leena wasn't in the mood to talk to him. She just wanted
to wallow in self-pity. She turned the corner, walking into a less-crowded alley. He could
just eat her answering machine message for all she cared. Besides, what would she say
to him?

Kevin ran along the street, searching for Leena. But there were a lot of people, and the
lights were not as bright during the night, so it was not easy for him.

He kept calling Leena, but she didn't pick up. And it was starting to make him anxious.
He was about to lose his cool, especially since he knew why she took off like that. She
saw him with Michelle and got the wrong idea. He supposed it looked bad. But he was
just doing Michelle a favor. Couldn't Leena figure it out? Why did she just assume the
worst and not even confront him? Was he really that bad a guy in her eyes? Thinking of
this, Kevin was full of regret. And beads of sweat started to form on his forehead as he
got more and more worried. What if something happened to her?

Looking around the streets, he kept searching for Leena. He turned his head this way
and that, pausing for a moment to take it all in, then he was on the move again. He
always thought that Leena was a cool and rational girl. But he was wrong. At least not
this time. Even if he really did do something particularly heinous, she should have at
least given him a chance to explain.

He had been looking for her for several minutes now, and he finally sensed that
something wasn't right. She couldn't have walked this far. Hell, his feet were beginning
to tire. But he didn't see her on the way. So he turned around and decided to backtrack,
winding his way through the dimly-lit alleys.

"Hey, missy! What's a pretty girl like you doing all alone? Like some company?" A foul-
looking man whistled when Leena walked past him. His arms were covered with tattoos,




his head shaved, and a vest was stretched across his large frame. But he wasn't fat --
this was all muscle. His words were nasty and as foul as his appearance. Leena just
ignored him because she didn't want to waste any time on someone like that. Her tears
finally dried. She walked ahead with a blank face, showing no emotion.

"Hey, missy! Didn't you hear me?" The thug saw that Leena ignored him and was very
unhappy about it. So he followed her.

"Fuck off! Or else." Leena stopped in her tracks and glared coldly at him. She was
pissed off. And if the guy continued saying nasty things to her, then she'd make him
regret even waking up today. After all, it was a piece of cake for her to beat this guy.

"Haha! Whoa, are you a fighter, girl? | like it. That's hot!" The man tried to grab her while
he said this, but before he could touch Leena, a strong hand appeared out of nowhere
and grabbed his shirt, bunching it in his fist.

"Didn't you hear her? She told you to fuck off." Kevin's face was stone cold. He pushed
hard, and the guy fell down to the ground. And as soon as the guy looked up and saw
Kevin in his military uniform, he scrambled to get off the ground and scampered down
the alley. He didn't want a confrontation with a trained fighter. Not only would he be
beaten, but he'd end up in prison. That was the last place he wanted to be, assembling
various items all day, hearing the constant cries of "faster”, and earning a slap or a kick
if you looked at someone wrong.
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Leena continued walking as if she hadn't seen Kevin. He gritted his teeth and followed
her. Because he needed time to calm down and think, or he was afraid that he would
shout at her in frustration. He was happy when he found her, then she made his heart
sink again by walking off.

He was about to call his men stationed at the base and have his soldiers to help him
look for Leena. Because he was extremely worried that something might happen to her
-- and he was right. But he heard her voice down the alley, and quickly ran to her
direction and helped her chase off the thug. And then she stalked off again.

Finally, after a few minutes' walk, he walked up to her and grabbed her wrist. In shock,
Leena fell backwards and he caught her in his arms.




"Why did you leave without saying anything?" Kevin held her tightly in his arms. He had
thought he almost lost her. He didn't mind the people passing by staring at them with
strange looks on their faces. He didn't care. He had her back, and he was in heaven --
for the moment.

"Not like you care. Let go of me!" Leena struggled violently, trying desperately to break
free. But Kevin didn't let her go, instead, he held her even tighter.

"Not like | care? What are you talking about? You're being unfair, Nana. | care about
you. A lot." Kevin was frowning, now, his feelings of euphoria forgotten. He didn't let go
of Leena because he had sensed that Leena's attitude towards him had changed. She
was cold towards him. And that was something that never happened before. What was
going on? And how could he fix it?

Ha! Really? Don't even try to lie! If you really cared about me, you wouldn't have let that
girl hug you! And you... you... you hugged her back!" Leena had to struggle to get the
last bit out. She fought back tears, and tried to keep an even tone. Leena's tone was
cold, distant and full of sarcasm. This was the first time that she showed her jealousy to
him. She knew she was being petty, but she just couldn't help it. She cared too much
about Kevin. He just stood there and took it, with an innocent look on his face.

"Honey, I'm not even friends with her. It's not what you think. If you'll just let me
explain..." Kevin wasn't good at arguing with others, especially someone he cared for.
So his explanation was pale compared to Leena's acrid words. His words were falling
on deaf ears, and she was still mad at him. This wasn't helping.

"Why should | believe you? If you're not even friends, that's just... even more fucked
up." Leena was not her usual self. She was always gentle with her words. She tried to
refrain from cursing. But tonight, her words were full of sarcasm and venom. Was she
really that disappointed in him? Maybe that was why she stopped caring what Kevin
would think of her, and just let all her anger out, hoping to burn him with her white-hot
rage.

"Leena! Would you listen to yourself?" Kevin let go of her and stared at her in disbelief.
His eyes were cold, piercing through her already broken heart. And his heart broke to
see her like that. It was his fault, in a way, too.

"Why do you care what | say? Ha! Screw it. Go find a random girl again. Maybe you can
fool them like you did me!" She couldn't contain her tears anymore and broke down
again. Yes, she admitted that she was a bit extreme tonight. Her emotions were all out
of whack, her self-control gone. But could he really blame her for acting like this? Not
really. She saw what she thought was a romantic encounter, and she was hurt for it. But
Kevin was hurting now, too.

"Come on! Now | know what the problem is. Let's go home and talk about this, okay?"
Kevin didn't wait for her reply before taking her hand and pulling her towards the place




where they parked their car. Leena's body was cold, and he needed to take her home
and draw her a hot bath before she fell ill. He didn't want her to catch a cold before he
even left home.

No! I'm not going with you!" Leena kept struggling against Kevin's grip. But she just
couldn't break free. After all, Kevin was a soldier, and he was quite strong.

"Don't push me, girl. Or I'll pick you up and take you home myself." Kevin's tone was
serious. He had been looking for her for quite a long time. And he wasn't in a good
mood right now. He just wanted to go back home and sort this out. She had to calm
down eventually.

Leena gritted her teeth. She wasn't afraid of Kevin, and she didn't care if everyone
stared at them right now. But she didn't want to go anywhere with him. It didn't matter,
because he practically dragged her to the car.

As soon as they got in, Kevin immediately turned on the heat and carefully fastened the
safety belt for her. Staring at her for a second, he started the car and drove to the Grand
Apartment.

On the way home, Leena kept her head towards the window, looking at the scenery
passing by. She wouldn't even look at him, wouldn't say a word. Kevin also kept his
mouth shut, lips thinning to a grim line. It was not a good time to explain. It would only
make Leena angrier. They both needed some time to calm down first. So they drove in
silence, passing by countless businesses hawking their wares in neon.

Kevin was the kind of man who didn't like to wait. So as soon as they got home, he went
to the bathroom to draw a bath for Leena, making sure the water was hot enough. Then
he put a few drops of relaxing oil into the water. He wanted to do everything he could to
help her relax. She had passed her breaking point tonight.

Leena just stood there stubbornly, coldly watching Kevin doing all these things for her.
She thought that Kevin dragged her into the bathroom with him just because he didn't
want her to escape. She figured, 'Good, let him do all this. He deserves it." And to be
honest, she couldn't escape anyway. So she didn't even try at all.

"Take off your clothes. Or do you need my help?" Kevin said, taking off his military coat.
He carelessly threw it on the shelf beside him. Then he rolled up his sleeves and looked
at her with a cold look on his face. It was clear that he was also in a bad mood. He
wasn't playful when he offered to help her undress.

"No. Just get out." Leena gritted her teeth and said in a cold tone, as if they were
complete strangers. Kevin just sighed.

"Okay, you need my help." Saying these words, Kevin didn't give her any chance to
struggle. He just grabbed her and yanked her coat off. There was no trace of emotion




on his face. It seemed that their relationship was very strained at this moment. He tried
not to be too rough, no matter how angry he was.

"Ah! Kevin, you little --" Leena wrapped her arms around herself protectively and glared
at Kevin with angry eyes, fuming. This was not going to be a fun night.
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"I think the word you're searching for is 'asshole." A real asshole would never ask for
your permission before taking off your clothes, but | did." Kevin gave Leena an evil
smile. Though he was still angry at her, her accusation amused him. He decided to play
with it. Maybe he could put them both in a better mood.

"But you didn't wait for my answer! Liar!" Leena was incensed by Kevin's sophistry. He
did ask her before taking off her coat, but she didn't say yes. To be fair, she didn't say
no, either. But that still didn't give him the right. Oooh! The man was so infuriating
sometimes!

"I'm a soldier. Time is important to me, and even a one second delay would put your life
in danger. | don't hesitate, | act." While speaking, Kevin took off her sweater as well. He
was serious about this. She might end up naked if she didn't do something.

"Stop it! I'll do it myself. Get out!" Leena demanded and rearranged her underwear. He
practically took that off.

At this moment, Kevin's phone rang. He took a meaningful look at her before he
whipped out his phone. He frowned when he saw the number — it was from the army
base.

"l need to take this. Have a nice bath!" He didn't bother telling Leena who was calling.
Instead, Kevin warned her and walked out of the bathroom. The subtext behind "have a
nice bath" was clear. The real message was "take a bath, now." The moment he
stepped out, Leena shut and locked the door, which stunned him. He recognized that
sound anywhere. So he walked out towards the balcony, sighing in resignation, and
pressed the "answer" button.

Hello, this is Kevin Gu." Leaning forward with his hand pressing down on the rail, Kevin
wondered why they were calling.

Major General Gu, we have a big problem. | don't know why, but some of our recruits
have been beaten up by several seniors.” The caller's voice was thick with anxiety.
Obviously, he was frightened by what was going on.




"What? Are they in the hospital now? Are they okay?" When he heard that, Kevin
returned to his bedroom, opened the closet and took out his military coat. This was a
really serious problem, and he had to head back to the army base now. But when he
was just walking out the door, he remembered something and walked back to the
bathroom. He pressed the "mute" button, and said to Leena, "Babe, | have to leave
now." Before she could respond, Kevin left without saying more.

"It's difficult to say. Some are seriously injured. The doctors are looking at them now,"
the man hesitated before answering. The injured were now in the operating room, and it
was hard to say whether they would pull through this okay.

"Keep a close eye on them, and make a name list of all those involved in the fight. |
want them all to be watched. I'll be there soon." After hanging up, Kevin climbed into his
car and proceeded to the army base. He was in no mood to handle Leena, and he was
only worried about his men. He'd figure out his relationship when the crisis was over.

When Leena came out of the bathroom, Kevin was nowhere to be found. She heard him
talk about taking off, and she was curious about why he had to leave this late at night.
'So is he working, or going out to see another girl?' she thought to herself.

Tightening the belt on her robe, she couldn't help but worry about her husband, even
though she was still angry at him. 'He left in such a hurry. What happened? Did the girl
from the store call her?' She let out a bitter smile and said to herself, "Leena, you've
now crossed the line. You've committed the biggest mistake; you don't trust Kevin
anymore."

Maybe it was because of the cold weather, or because she was both physically and
mentally exhausted, Leena felt funny all over, feeling woozy. No call from Kevin all this
time. She'd been tossing and turning all night. She wanted to call, but she didn't dare to
bother him as he might be busy working. It sounded urgent.

Leena didn't fall asleep until the morning light. Possibly because of Kevin, but possibly
because her mentor Bella was in the city. Leena arrived at Kate Hotel at noon, despite
her bad cold. Kate Hotel, owned by FX International Group, was also one of Edward's
properties. Leena wanted to buy Bella the first meal in the city to play the hostess. But
despite this, she grew more and more worried about Kevin as he still had no news for
her.

"Mignonne, are you okay? You look terrible, and you seem so upset. What happened?"
Gerard asked worriedly. Since he'd poured out all his feelings for her, he was calmer
and more composed. He didn't feel lonely as expected, and that was because of
Claire's companionship. She was the one bright spot in his life.

"Uh, I'm good. | just caught a cold." Leena gave him a bitter smile. Gerard was Bella's
good friend, and that was why he was here as well. At least he finally accepted the fact
they would never be together.




"Have you taken anything for it? Are you sure you're able to attend the competition
tonight?" Bella asked. The reason Bella had agreed to take part in the competition as a
judge was because of Leena, her favorite student. Bella wanted to raise Leena's

reputation. To be honest, Bella had never treated her any other student like this before,
but Leena was the special one. Leena was a gifted designer, and Bella's gut feeling told
her that they would create new spectacles together. This was a special mentor-mentee
relationship, and had forged bonds that would never break.
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Don't worry, Bella. I've already taken some decongestant. I'll be okay." Leena was afraid
that her cold would affect the competition, so she had already taken something before
coming here. She hoped the pills would work.

"That's good. Mignonne, it's your special performance tonight. Poise and grace are a
must, and you can't let a cold knock you down." Bella was a confident designer. She
was sure that the media would focus all their attention on the designer of LN FASHION
instead of the competition tonight. After Leena had made her debut in Paris, her
popularity had reached a record high. Bella believed that Leena would gain the same
popularity in China. She had high hopes, and so did Leena. To be recognized in her
home country would really be something.

"Bella, why is it my special performance?" Leena knew if people knew she was the
designer of LN FASHION, it would cause a stir. But she didn't know what Bella meant
by a special performance.

"You've kept a low profile in the past. People want to know the face behind LN
FASHION, and when you do your thing, it will go viral. Everyone knows that a
prestigious designer in Europe will be at the show tonight. You'll be the one the media
focuses on. They'll pay no attention to the participants. Pity, that!" That was the real
reason Bella accepted the organizer's invitation, otherwise she wouldn't have agreed to
take part in such a tiny competition. Of course, there was another reason: FX
International Group was one of the sponsors. It was said that the CEO of FX
International Group was handsome and charming, and girls the world over were
enamored of him. Bella also wanted to get to know this dashing gentleman.

| getit. But, Bella, | don't want to do the interview." Frowning, Leena thought she'd like
to live a normal life. She didn't want to be popular and live in the spotlight, with the
paparazzi reporting on every little thing she did. That would be the saddest thing to her.

"Mignonne, you must take responsibility for yourself from now on. I'm afraid | can't help
you anymore. Get it?" Bella cast a meaningful glance at her last mentee. She hoped




Leena would be able to be the most successful designer, and this was Bella's long-
cherished wish. It would be her greatest success story, and Bella's reputation would
improve immeasurably.

Bella, | know what you're implying. You'll always be my esteemed teacher, whatever
happens. If it weren't for you, LN FASHION wouldn't be such a great success." On
hearing Bella's words, Leena became a little sad and didn't feel so hot. Plus, the fight
she and Kevin had made tears run down her cheeks.

"Why are you crying, Mignonne? You're no longer my student, but you're always
welcome at my house," Bella consoled Leena, holding her hands. Leena was the only
oriental girl among her disciples, and also the most talented one. Bella had a great
affection for her. Leena could do no wrong in her eyes.

Mignonne, are you sick? Maybe you need to eat something and lie down. A little rest will
put you right again. You'll need it, as one of the judges.” Gerard would leave the city
after the competition, and be unable to see Leena again for a long time. The very
thought hit Gerard like a sharp knife ripping his soul. But since he had made up his mind
to let go of her, he had to stick to it.

After lunch, Leena drove to the military base. When she arrived, she did nothing but
park outside and stay in her car for about half an hour. She had no idea what she
should do, so she sat in her car and thought. Should she try to mend their relationship?
She had always been the one who made the first move, but she was really tired now.
Plus, she wasn't sure whether Kevin was here or not. After all, he hadn't told her where
he was going last night, and she hadn't heard from him since.

Leena had been feeling drowsy the whole time, so she drove back home, took some
pills and went to bed as Gerard suggested. She knew she would be more of a
hindrance than a help if she got sick.

Meanwhile, Kevin had been busy ever since he left home last night. He went to the
hospital first, then the army base. When he made sure the injured soldiers were being
treated, he hit the barracks to deal with the senior officers. He'd been busy for several
hours without food or rest. The higher ups in the city were upset and they needed to be
mollified.

"Major General Gu, eat something first. You haven't eaten anything so far." Lee placed
the dinner in front of Kevin, looking very worried.

"Put it there," Kevin said, indicating the spot. "I'll eat after | finish my report." Kevin's
fingers still danced on the keyboard. He didn't raise his head to talk to Lee, and his face
looked even colder than usual.




"Major General Gu, this isn't on you. Why are you making all the reports?" Lee was
outraged. He thought Kevin was getting screwed. Though Kevin was Major General, the
company commander and battalion commander should also share the blame.

"Lee, no matter which one of my soldiers made the mistake, it's still my fault. There was
something wrong with how | managed things. I've not been doing enough in the areas
supervision and administration. | know you feel I'm taking too much responsibility, but
it's my choice. My men, my mistake." Kevin raised his hand to rub his aching head. He
had worked the whole day and night without a break, and he felt exhausted.

"But | still feel you're getting the shaft," Lee complained. He felt that Kevin was dragged
into this for no reason.

"Don't worry. They'll be held accountable as well. By the way, is Senior Colonel Ouyang
back yet?" Kevin knew Daisy had her own work cut out for her today, so he hadn't
informed her of what had happened last night. If he had told her that, it would just piss
her off and wouldn't help anything. So Daisy was not in the army base today.

"No, she isn't. She's slated to be back tonight,” Lee answered as he checked the time.
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"Got it! I'm going to the hospital to check the situation of the injured later. And I'm
heading home after that. If you need me, just call." Kevin was worried about his wife
now. He had left home in such a hurry that he hadn't explained anything to her. He
hadn't called her at all as he had been busy the whole time. And now, he decided to
explain everything to her when he got home. After all, it was better to explain it face to
face. That way he could gauge her reactions and figure out what points to stress. He'd
done nothing, but he could understand why she felt he had.

"Major General Gu, the Commander said an emergency meeting is coming up. So you
may have to be here awhile. Please eat something first." Lee transmitted the
Commander's orders to Kevin. Actually, an emergency meeting had already been held
this morning. Lee didn't know why another one was needed, but his order was not to
guestion, just obey. So he did.

"What? Maybe because some city bigwigs are here.” Kevin frowned. He just wanted to
get home.




"The Commander didn't say. They'll start when Senior Colonel Ouyang gets here. She's
on her way." It was rush hour, so the traffic was bad. Daisy would not arrive until at least
8 PM. Kevin cursed his luck again. But flexibility was required in the army.

"It sounds like high muck-a-mucks are here. | guess I'd better prepare the meeting
draft.” The so-called meeting draft referred to the self-accountability and treatment
measures of the unwarranted attack, and Kevin had gathered a lot of information about
it today.

"But, your meal..." Lee stared at Kevin with a hopeful expression. He hoped that Kevin
could eat it while it was still warm, otherwise Kevin might get a stomachache. He cared
a lot about his superior.

"I'll eat it later. Go. Eat."” Kevin buried himself in the report again, without a second
glance at the food.

"Yes, Major General Gu." Lee sighed with profound resignation. He had no other choice
but to leave. Kevin was... Kevin. He would do what he needed to get the work done.

In big cities, neon lights flare late into night, and this city was no exception. Leena was
wearing a sky-blue silk dress, a white faux fur and a pair of high-heeled shoes, looking
elegant and graceful. It wasn't because she couldn't afford fur, but she was an animal
rights activist and she believed it was very cruel to wear fur.

Leena went to the venue with Bella, and they were well-protected. They arrived without
being mobbed by the media. The organizer had done a great job with security. The
paparazzi was held behind barriers, well away from the people arriving. Leena
wondered whether it would be like this after the competition.

"Mrs. Gu, what are you doing here?" Luke was stunned when he saw Leena. The
Security Department of FX International Group was responsible for security this
evening, and Luke decided to make the rounds himself. He didn't expect to see Leena
here.

"Luke, I've told you a million times. Don't call me Mrs. Gu, it's just Leena. | feel like
you're treating me like an outsider." Leena was also surprised to see Luke here. Did it
mean Edward was here as well? That would be great to see him again.

Sorry. I'm used to calling you that. I'll try to remember from now on." But Leena didn't
believe him. After all, she had corrected Luke many times, but he just couldn't
remember to call her Leena. It was getting old, honestly.

"Mignonne, come here. It's our turn," Bella urged. The competition would start soon, and
they had to hurry up. Those fashion shows were elaborately staged. There was little
room for error, and no room for delays.




"All right." Leena gave Luke an apologetic smile before walking towards Bella. It was
time. But he understood. It was duty, and he knew duty was all-important.

When Leena entered the hall, everyone's attention was drawn to that pretty face and
slender body, and they wondered who she was. When Leena sat in the chair with the
name of "Mignonne", they then realized she was one of the judges. They had never
heard of that name before, so they had no clue that she was the designer of LN
FASHION. Leena had never appeared with that name in China, so few people knew the
name.

When the host introduced her as the designer of LN FASHION, they cried out in
disbelief and turned to take a second look at her. To ordinary people, LN FASHION only

meant one out of countless brands. But to those people in the know about the fashion
industry, including some fashionistas, their eyes went as wide as saucers when they
heard the news and gazed at her with admiring eyes. They had thought the designer of
LN FASHION was an elderly or a middle-aged person. So many designers had paid
their dues and gotten their wrinkles and grey hairs. Little did they know that it was an
innocent young girl. And to their intense surprise, she was one of Bella's students,
world-famous Bella. So many people wanted to study under her but failed, as Bella was
very picky selecting students.

Leena stood and bowed to the audience, and won a standing ovation. Though she was
used to this happening abroad, she was still a little shy. After all, it was her first time
appearing before the public in China.




