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Chapter 82 

Isat on the floor of the bathroom, takingcontrolled breaths. The day had 
started muchlike every sunday did.Walking up screaming;having a couple 
cups of coffee and a couple hourslater, the emotions rushed me like a tidal 
wave.Iwas sorrowful that there was no piano to play inthis house. I did sing 
softly until the coughingstarted. This time it had gotten bad enough I hadto go 
to the bathroom. It felt like I was gettingrid of important parts of my body but I 
needed towait more time though. I had managed to go thewhole week without 
waking up with nightmares. 

Pipsqueak had called. More than once butIdidn't want to get off the cool 
bathroom floor.Ileaned my head back against the tub and sighed.Thad a 
couple more coughs but I just spit out theblood. The front door suddenly 
slammed openand I lifted my head up, trying to listen. 

“Auri!” 

I groaned and leaned my head back. Logan 

stomped up the stairs and stood in the doorwayof the bathroom. 

"Does no one understand the meaning of leaveme the fuck alone on 
Sundays?"I sighed. 

"I got a very upset call from a Pipsqueak tellingme you probably died 
somewhere.” 

I shook my head."She knows not to bother me 

on Sunday. I'm just gonna stop answering my 

fucking phone." 

"Auri … "Logan stepped over me and turned on 

the water."Fucking goddess." 

I heard the toilet flush after and he bent down 

over me. A cool towel touched my neck and 



shoulders. He wiped my face gently as well. 

"Where are they Auri?" 

"Not enough time has passed." 

He growled."Where are they?" 

"There is a small bag on the nightstand in the 

bedroom." 

Logan left my side and came back moments 

later. He pressed a tablet into my hand."Do you need something to drink?" 

I shook my head. 

"Auri, don't make me force you to take it." 

I chuckled."You couldn't make me do anything. You'd fall on your ass and 
bare your neck to me 

before you even got close." 

"Take it.Now." 

Sighing, I put the tablet in my mouth and 

swallowed. As I did, I gasped as Logan picked me 

up.He carried me down the stairs and plopped 

me on the couch. He left me there and came back, 

placing a glass in my hand. Lifting it, it was some 

of the iced tea I made.I took a sip and the 

metallic taste in my mouth started to go away. 

Logan sat down on the couch a little ways away 



from me and I could feel him staring at me. 

Taking a deep breath, the snap of the Nova hit 

me and I blinked a couple times.The emotions 

gone but the silver started to burn slightly and I 

sighed in relief.Ilooked over to Logan , now able 

to see his form on the couch. He was hunched 

over, his head in his hands 

"Logan?" 

"You scared the shit out of me.Auri." 

Itook a sip of the iced tea."It's not a big deal. 

You don't need … " 

"I know you can handle this on your own! It 

doesn't mean you should!" He snapped at me. 

We were quiet for a few moments, I was letting 

the full effect come into my body, careful not to 

hold my glass too tightly. I had broken a lot of 

things getting used to the extra strength.Logan 

sat at the edge of the couch looking almost like a statue except for his heart 
beat. It wasn't fast but 

it did illuminate his body. He was wearing a nice 

shirt and pants. I wondered what I had 

interrupted. 



"Thank you."I said quietly."Sorry if Pipsqueak 

interrupted anything." 

Logan looked over at me."Honestly, I'm not 

sure what to say to you at this point." 

I furrowed my brow."You don't need to say 

anything. You can just leave."I huffed, pulling 

up my knees to my chest and held the glass of tea 

in both hands.① 

"That's not what I meant." He got up and 

kneeled on the floor in front of me."How do I fix 

this? How do I help you? What do I need to do?" 

I took a sip."Nothing. It is what it is." 

"That can't be true." 

"Logan,it doesn't matter.I'm not your problem. 

I'm my own problem.Go back. I'll call 

Pipsqueak, make sure she doesn't bother you 

again." 

Standing up, I left him in living room. I opened 

up the fridge and pulled out some food.As I 

placed it on the counter, I heard the front door 

slam shut and I sighed. He was letting it bother 



him far too much. I had a feeling this wasn't going to be the last Sunday he 
would bother me. 

Once I had breakfast, I headed outside to 

practice. 

I still did Tai Chi, taking in the slow movements 

and feeling all my muscles move. I tried to do it 

longer and longer every day. Slow deliberate 

movements making sure every muscle and every 

movement is not wasted. By the second hour,I 

was sweating. Focused on each step, each move, 

I heard a car door slam shut in front of the 

house. Taking a deep breath, I continued 

through the movements turning my wrists and 

pulling them back. There was stomping around 

the house to the backyard where I was. 

"I say leave me alone on a Sunday and no one 

fucking takes me seriously."I growled, turning 

slowly and transitioning into a new pose. 

The footfalls stopped and the light illuminating 

from his sound stopped. Standing up straight,I 

turned to him. Aware that there was no heartbeat 

radiating out from the body. 



"Does Alpha Logan know there is a vampire on 

his territory?" 

"I thought he was joking. I thought maybe 

somehow there had been a mistake."Morgan's voice stabbed my heart . 

I felt it for a moment.The small dip into the pool 

of emotion that Nova held back. The hurt and 

betrayal and the anger. I could just feel there but 

they were minimal.I knew how I should been 

feeling though. Suddenly, I was grateful to 

Logan for making me take it when I did. 

"What do you want Morgan?" I put my hands on 

my hips. 

"I want your stash. I want you to get out of here. 

I want you to leave the states and stay the hell 

away from the Alpha King. Away from Micah." 

I shook my head."No. I don't think I will do any 

of that. What would make you think you have the 

right to say anything top me anymore?" 

"I thought I made it perfectly clear that you were 

not to go near the guild, that you were not to be a 

part of that life anymore." 



Suddenly I felt anger slowly bubble up."Excuse me? You mean cutting me off, 
black listing me, 

and then never speaking to me again. That's 

your idea of making things perfectly clear?" 

"I could have killed you, Auri!" 

"I could kill you right now!"I roared back."You 

want fuck with me, Morgan? You think you still 

have the right to be dictating my life?"Morgan stripped off his jacket and 
unbuttoned 

his cuffs.I already was dressed for exercise. He 

stepped forward and tried to grab me.Smiling,1 

avoided it and instead, grabbed his arm. Using 

the strength I had through Nova, I pulled him off 

balance and past me, letting him stumble 

"I'm not the girl you tried to train for, what was 

it? Oh veah, self defense. I've done nothing but 

kill,Morgan. Kill vampires. Kill werewolves.Even 

kill Fey. I've done nothing but fight my way 

through life once you didn't even bother to check 

if Thad died or not.” 

He came up and tried to swipe at me again, he 

was faster than Hector,Logan, and Bryan 

combined but I could see each movement with 



his loud steps. I could see his entire body lunge 

and move. Defecting, avoiding, and even 

attacking faster than he was. I wouldn't let him 

win. Not this time. 

"I did check. I did make sure you were alive.) 

"Oh yeah? Just that my heart was beating or that 

I was alive?" 

Silence fell over us except for the hits and kicks, 

the steps into the ground as we twisted and 

moved. Taking a deep breath, I slipped under his 

defense and slapped him across the face; hard. 

He stumbled back for a second. I could have done 

a hook but I wanted it to sting. 

"You left me alone. You didn't even think that 

maybe I needed you more than I ever had. That 

maybe I didn't get away alive. That I continued 

to lose pieces of myself." 

"I wasn't about to hurt you again. I lost control. 

It wouldn't happen again." 

"So what. I already had told you I forgave you. 

For everything that night. I told you." 

Morgan stepped forward and tried to grab my 



shirt but I grabbed his hand and pulled him 

close. I was looking up at him, my neck pretty 

much all the way back. 

"You abandoned me." 

"Auri,I did not." 

I pulled his body down to me, so now we were 

eye to eye."You didn't call. Calling wouldn't kill 

me. You literally left me in a destroyed house 

after I nearly bled out. In pain after the man I 

loved just traded his freedom for my life after 

you nearly killed him. The man who had cared 

enough to fucking listen to me when I said 

something."I threw Morgan away. 

Another car door slammed shut but I didn't care. 

For the first time on Nova, I was actually angry. 1 

was feeling an emotion. This time I stepped to check on me! I stayed in that 
house for weeks. No one came back for me. I'm blind! I was scared 

and alone and no one gave a single shit about 

how I felt about the whole damn situation. So 

you're damn right I took the Nova Micah gave 

me. And you know what? I would wouldn't 

change a single thing. So fuck off your high 



horse,Morgan. You mean NOTHING to me."I yelled at him, even from the 
arms of Bryan and Hector. I spit onto the ground and looked away.I 

took a few shaky breaths to calm myself down. 

"Calm down, Astra."Bryan whispered. 

Using my full strength, I pulled myself out of his grip. I fumbled into Hector as 
Bryan's grip was 

torn away and Hector let go as well. 

"You have a vampire on your territory Alpha 

Logan, you should take care of that."I growled 

and turned. I brushed pasted Logan who was 

standing about ten feet behind Bryan and Hector. I went inside the house and 
slammed the door.I didn't care what the hell they did with him. I was 

done with Morgan. Absolutely done. 

None of the guys showed on Monday for 

training. I just continued through my day, 

training, and then going over some information 

Pipsqueak had sent me. Apparently, Micah was already at the castle of the 
Alpha King. His teams 

were trickling in from the different places but 

the Alpha King was already set up and ready to 

go. She would ask me every time if I was sure 

that Micah was on the right side. I could never 

answer her.I didn't know, honestly. Either way, 

it didn't change the fact that it didn't matter 



whose side was on whose when I came to my 

own agenda. 

The first one to show was Bryan,Wednesday 

afternoon.It wasn't to train though. He knocked 

on the door and I opened it. He didn't look at me. 

"What's up, Bryan?" 

"Sorry we haven't shown up for training.It's 

been a crazy couple of days." 

I opened the door to let him in and he walked in. Closing the door behind him, 
I walked past him into the kitchen, pulling out a chair for him at the island.I 
pulled out some leftovers and a piece 

of cake I had baked after yesterday of them not 

showing up. Placing them in front of him,I 

passed him a fork and then a glass of water. 

"It doesn't matter. I was only doing it to help." 

I leaned against the counter, looking in the 

direction of Bryan. He was hunched over, slowly 

taking bites of food. 

"Bryan, what's going on?" 

He looked up at me for the first time."Did you 

really love him?" 

I cocked my head to the side."What?" 

"You said you fell in love with Max. Well, you 



screamed it at Morgan reallv.” 

"I did. Max confessed and we dated. He was kind and patient with me. He 
loved me, far before I 

knew but I started to love him as well. At the 

time, I needed someone who loved me after all 

the things I had been through. What Ihad 

become after it. Max had seen me at my worse 

and still somehow managed to love me. Love me 

without a bond." 

"But Micah tore him away. 

"After Morgan tried to kill him and nearly killed 

me, yes." 

Bryan took a bite of the cake."Morgan was really 

messed up. I had to drive him into the city to his 

bodyguards. They took him from there." 

"He won't die. So it's fine"I grumbled. 

"Logan was pissed but he also.." 

I rolled my eyes and sighed."Did he think I 

wouldn't have moved on after he left me? Is he 

upset that I said I loved someone else?" 

Bryan nodded."He never loved Leandra.Never 

even tried to reallv." 



"That was his choice."I put both hands behind 

me, clasping them together."Max literally 

picked me up off the ground when Logan left." 

"Auri … " 

I shook my head."It doesn't matter if any of 

them come back Bryan, you didn't even need to. 

I'm not here to justify my actions after being left 

on my own.I lived. I kept stepping forward. 

Whether or not someone wants to judge me for 

that is on them,not me ." 

Bryan finished his cake and set the fork down. 

"We have a lot of work coming up and I don't 

think we will come by for training." 

I shrugged."Whatever you guys want. I'll be 

here. I will say though, there will be no apology waiting." I walked over to the 
mountain of paper and handed it to Bryan."This is some intel on what's going 
on in the castle. You can take it. I've 

already gone through it all." 

"Thanks,"He took the paperwork and I walked him out the door. Bryan stood 
on the pouch for a 

moment before turning around again."I'm 

sorry,Auri." 

"Astra, Bryan.It's Astra now." 



 

 


