
Chapter 83

My fingers tapped the desk. I had been staring at

the paperwork in front of me for fifteen minutes.

Reading the same line for fifteen minutes.I

tapped my phone, looking at the time. It was

almost noon. I tried to remember when I had

gone over last Sunday but I couldn't remember.I

finally set down the paper and reorganized my

desk.

After the shock of what she had done to Morgan,

what she had said, all three of us had stayed

away from training for the week.I knew Bryan

went  over  for  a  little  bit,  just  to  tell  her  we

wouldn't be able to come by because of work.It

was more than just that and I knew Auri would

see right through him. Through all of us.

"Damn it."I had to  stop myself from throwing the paperwork on the floor.Leaning back in my

chair, I turned to look outside the window.

I couldn't get the worry from gnawing at me,

digging into my chest. It made it hard to breathe. I wondered if Auri had taken the tablet on time. If 

she would yell at me if I came over. Running my

hands through my hair, maybe I could sayI

wanted a hair cut.An excuse to come over so she

wouldn't be mad.The conversation, or really the screaming

match, between her and Morgan kept flashing in

my mind. She loved someone else. Someone

besides me.She had actually moved on after Ileft

her.Apparently even that was torn away from

her.

I wanted to be angry at her. I wanted to yell at

her. To hold onto her.Shake her out of it. But now

.now I knew it wasn't my place.All I really

wanted was for her to be happy. Sure, I wanted to

be with her but it was too late for that.All I could

do   was   just   what   was   within in  my  power.Which

seemed  very little right now. Getting up,I walked

out of the office,leaving the   paperwork  behind.

As  I made  my  way down  the stairs,I heard

Leandra chastising a very fed up Denise.

"I don't know what makes you think you can

impose your relationship into mine but..”

Leandra stopped mid-sentence as she caught me

headed out the door."Logan, where are you

going?It's  Sunday!"

"I need to go for a drive. I might stop by the

north side, check out the perimeter for an hour

or    so,"I   lied.

"Well, just make sure you come back in time for

dinner."

"I'll try."I headed out and grabbed the keys to the Jeep.

The house we set up for Auri wasn't too far but it

was far enough. It took 20 minutes from the

packhouse and it was one of the most secluded

houses in the whole of the territory. You had to

pass the packhouse to get groceries but I think

she preferred it out there. She seemed to be

outside most of the time.Her skin had tanned

since I asked her to leave the club she was holed

up in. Her blue hair no longer shocking against

her            darker            skin.

The house itself was very country. With a wrap-

around porch and white railing. It could

definitely use a repaint but we had swept over

the structure   and  it was still very  much sound.

Her scent slammed into me as soon as I stopped.

I took a deep breath, breathing it in. Jumping

out, I walked up the porch stairs and knocked on

the door. There was no answer and I listened.No

sounds in the house either.

Walking around the porch, as I got closer to the

backyard I was aware of another smell, a metallic

scent. My feet started to pound against the wood.

It smelled like blood. Jumping over the railing,I

saw Auri. She was face down in the grass,My

eyes widened and I could feel panic set in as I slid

down to her body. Turning her over, I put my

hand over her mouth. She wasn't breathing. Her heart beat was slow and strained. Blood was

dripping down the side of her mouth.I tried

hitting her on the back a couple times, lifting her

up and forward.

"Come on,Auri. Don't do this to me. Not again."

My voice shook

Finally, I turned her on her side and stuck my

tinger in her mouth. I managed to hit her gag

reflex and she convulsed, blood coming out of

her mouth and she started to cough, inhaling

again.

"Thank the goddess."

My tears streamed down my face as I looked at

my mate. Color slowly returning to her face but

the flittering of her eyes proved she hadn't taken

the tablet yet. Picking her up off the ground,I

carried her inside. I set her down on the couch

and made sure that she was still able to breathe.I

raced up the stairs and searched around.

I didn't see anything on the nightstand or

dresser. Checking under the bed, I pulled out her

black bag. Digging around, my hand touched

something soft and I pulled it out. My eyes fell on

the bunny that I had bought little bird when I

was in Italy.It looked worn now and flopped over

softer than it was when I placed it into her arms.

Setting the bunny down gently, I searched around the bag until I found the drug.Coming

back down, I grabbed a glass of water and a towel

as well. I sat next to her on the couch, trying to

figure out how I would do this.

I put the tablet in her mouth first and tried to

pour water in but she wouldn't take it.I threw

that tablet aside and got a new one. This time I

put the tablet in my mouth and took a drink of

the water. Putting my lips to hers, I forced the

water and tablet into her mouth. I also held her

nose gently so she would have to gulp to breathe.

My heart hammered in my chest as I watched her

swallow,    coughing    again as she took more   gulps

of air that I had deprived her.

"Come on, Auri.Come back to me."

I moved so that I was sitting fully back against

the couch and pulled her towards me. I held her

in my lap. Waiting, hoping, that it would kick in

soon. It didn't after the first minute as I stared at

the clock hanging from the wall. I took the towel

and dipped it into the glass of water. I started to

wipe the blood from her mouth and neck. When I

finished, it still hadn't hit five minutes. I was

getting more and more anxious. Until finally, her

body jerked and her eyes fluttered open. The grey

replaced by the night stars.

"Logan?" She sounded weak.

I nodded."Just go to sleep. Don't worry."

She nodded and rested her head on my chest.My

heart soared but I knew better than to see it as

hope. If anything it would most likely be habit.

All the same, I held her close. Reveling in her

smell, her skin, the electricity. My poor mate.

She was absolutely dying another painful death.

This time though, I could only watch.I rested my

cheek on her head and closed my eyes.

"Don't go. Please Auri. Don't leave me alone

again." I whispered.4

I must have fell asleep because when I opened

my eyes, the sun was going down. Auri wasn't in

my arms anymore but I could see her. The front

door was open and she was sitting on the white

railing, her back against one of the support

posts, her leg up on the railing. She was smoking

a cigarette. Getting up, I stretched and walked

over to her.I leaned against the railing, my back

to the front yard.

"Thanks."She  sighed."Sorry  if I  scared  you."

I just nodded. My heart still hadn't recovered.

She didn't say anything for a while, just smoking

her cigarette. Finally, she looked up at me, aware

Iwas ctaring at her."I figured you would be the least likely one to

stop by."

"I was worried after what happened last Sunday.

I was trying to do my work but it just wasn't

going to happen."

"Sorry."  She muttered  again,  shaking the  ash

into the tray.

I looked down at the porch, picking out the three

colors of peeling paint."I don't know how I'm

supposed to feel right now."I looked at her.Her

face didn't react though."Frankly, all I feel is

relief. Everything else got washed away. You

stopped breathing. You would have died if I had

been even five minutes later."

"You just need to let me go at some point."

Igrabbed the cigarette out her fingers and tooka

drag. I handed it back to her, shock clearly on her

face.

"I don't think I can. At the very least, I want to be

here for you.I know it's not nearly enough nor

do I think you're going to be happy about it.I just

."I looked down at my feet." …if all I can do is

just hold you as you slip away. It's what I want to

do. To just be there when you need me."

I looked at her. She was beautiful. The sun going

down illuminated her face. She had matured,her face and features had kept their thinner lines but

it made her look more like a goddess. She was

watching me and finally under her gaze I looked

back  down  at  the  floor.

"You've grown." She said, mirroring my

thoughts.

Ismiled."Why? Because I didn't lash out?"

She shook her head."I figured I wouldn't see you

after  you  heard  about  Max."

I turned around and looked out over the front

yard,  now  tinted  in  an  orange  glow. I put my

hands   on   the   railing,   leaning forward  a little.“I

was  upset.  I  wanted  to  be  angry. But how could   I

when I turned my back on you? He saved you and

loved you. If he brought even an ounce of

happiness back into your life after what you'd

been though, after what I did to you, does it

matter?"

She swung her legs so that she was also facing

the front yard,legs dangling off the railing."

That's why I said you've grown. I'm not the only

one who had a traumatic experience. I'm sorry,

for what its worth. What you went through after

I went off on my own, Honestly, I didn't think

you  would  forgive  me."  Auri  chuckled.

"It took a while."I pulled a new cigarette from

the box she had and lit it."But all three of us worked together. I couldn't have done it without

them."

"Then what happened? Why did you ostracize

yourself? Poor Bryan and Hector having basically

take over everything … "her head was turned to

me.

I sighed and took a couple drags."When Ileft

you and got home. Bryan absolutely loathed me.

He knew I hurt you and he hated me for it.They

both hated Leandra from the beginning but

tolerated her because she was kind to me and I

looked like I was finally letting go. It only got

worse when they found out her ties to the Alpha

King.”

Auri smiled."She's got a right attitude that one."

" She wasn't always like that. Her attitude got

worse and worse the more Zachary grew up.

Also, you're one to talk."I blew smoke at her and

she coughed, slapping me on the arm.

"Sassy and fiery are very different from attitude,

Alpha."

I smiled and looked out again, the sun now

dipped below the trees."I did think he was my

son. I thought I owed it to him to try.I wasn't

confident enough to become a single parent;to kick Leandra out"

"You found out though." Auri also took out a

new cigarette and I lit it for her.

"I did.His alpha blood should have been

stronger if he was my first but he wasn't. I did a

paternity test and, well, if you could see him, you

would know."I leaned down, my arms now

resting on the railing."I thought it was my just

desserts. I had turned my back on my mate.

Literally a prophecy was written about us and I

turned my back. I hated myself. I thought that

having Leandra and Zachary was part of my

punishment.I would have to live and raise the

son of the man who killed my parents. Who killed

my mates mother. Who destroyed our chance.

That  is  what  I  deserved."

"I'm sorry you believe that."

I looked at her, sadness clearly all over her face.“

For all the things I've done … "

"..don't amount to all the things you've been

through." She looked at me, a slight frown on

her face,"You made one decision you thought

was right? If he had been your son, what then?

You acted on the information you had available.

That's not wrong to do, Logan. Not worthy of

punishing yourself over. It's only one decision.

It's not something you can just throw away all

that you are. Deem your life as unworthy."

Turning, she looked away from me."I wanted you to be happy,Logan.That's all I ever wanted.

It hurts me to think you never even tried.

Instead, you mutilated yourself. Allowing Micah to put his hands on you after all that he had done

to me.”

I breathed out smoke."The more I read over the information Micah gave me. The more I hated 

myself. The more I convinced myself it was all my fault. My parents death, everything thac had

happed in my life. It was solely because of me

and this gene in me."

"So instead of rising to the occasion. Not letting their deaths be in vain. You just got rid of it."She

spat out into the yard.

Resting my head on my arms, I closed my eyes.

She was right.
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