Chapter 178: Irrational

Claire

Keegan came by not long after T|

He brought Zoey with him, and s
busy, keeping the pack running.|

Every time one of us would get d

ereshan and the others |left.
he made sure that we stayed

istracted, she was there,

helping us to refocus on whatever needed to get done.

Keegan managed the patrols, w%

rking with Jesiah and Jacoby

and somehow, we got through the day, making sure everyone

was fed and cared for.

However, after they left that nig;f
sleep. | could feel Tereshan's em
He was furious, nervous and thej
that means, but | know that he’sz}
for me, for now. |

Early the next morning, | get ouﬁ
drag myself to the kitchen to ma
already there.

"You look about as good as | fee;l!',

li
Vivienne walks in, along with so

_ |
‘warriors that left yesterday.

|
n

t, | laid in bed, unable to find .
btions throughout the day.

n he settled. I'm not sure what

not dead and that's enough

of bed, having barely slept. |
ke coffee, but Feena is

"1 tell her.

ne other mates of the

—

"Looks like we need another couple of pots of coffee,” Feena
says, and we begin to make mortT:

“Luna, have you heard anything_?i." one of the women asks me.



“No, but | haven't felt any tether's snap, well, except the one,” |
say, looking at Vivienne. Yestercll” y when | felt the tether snap,
| had raced to find her, but she said her tether to Weston was
still there, so he hadn’t died, he Iln'ad rejected the pack. | knew
enough about the plan to know |hat this was expected, but |
also knew that Tereshan had been worried about what it
would mean to have two Alphas'|in this pack.

“It will be okay, Luna,” Vivienne h‘ad said. "Weston would never
try to take this pack from you. Hee knows that this is your
pack.”

ione pack, Vivienne. You

“But we can't have two Alphas in'
know that.” }

“We'll ﬁgure it out, Luna. | know we will. Neither of us will lose
our mate.” |

- mam s
..==.|—..——

Things between us had been a little tenuous the rest of the
day. Both of us know that it's mpossrble to have more than
one Alphain a pack. | never felt Weston's tether return, so he

didn’t rejoin our pack. ':t

We're all going through the motjons of getting through the
day when we hear the howl thatthey are coming home. All of
us race out the back door, mosttveryone being faster than |
am since I'm shorter and farther“along in my pregnancy. But |
needn’t have worried about bei [E last to get to my mate.
Magnor is first to rush through the crowd, heading straight
toward me.

As soon as | see him, | stop. The fear of losing him, the
happiness of seeing him safe and seemingly unharmed
overwhelms me. A moment before Magnor would tackle me
to the ground, he shifts, and Tere{zshan is scooping me up in




his arms. —.

| wrap myself around him, clinging to him, letting all the fear

of losing him go, sobbing as | ha
can. |

“I'm here, baby. I'm home,” he co
around me, holding me to him as
Salvatore pressed between us. |

“| was so scared. | was so scared
you,” | say, my face in his neck. ‘

“It's okay, baby. Shhhh, I'm okay."

d him to me as tightly as |

0s, his strong arms wrapping

 tightly as he can with baby

something would happen to

He'holds me until I'm calm agamilettlng me breathe in his

blueberry scent. ‘

\I
r
i

When | finally pull myself togeth”%er, | sit back, looking up into
my mate's face, his usually hard features, soft with his love for

me.

|
i

“Better?” he asks me.

| nod. |
|
“Good, we have a lot to discuss,
down.

He turns his head, speaking to th

re ready, join me in my office.” |
o |

i
i
i

lhe says, not putting me

ose behind him. “When you"

I look behind him, not sure who he is talking to exactly, but |

see that most of the mates are in

a similar position to me,

clinging to their mates and crylng against them, happy to

have them home. I'm thankful to
Yivienne. Maybe things with hlrr_'nI

see Weston, holding
and Tereshan are still good.



Tereshan carries me to our room:’ setting me on the counter in
the bathroom before turning tostart the water in the shower.

When he walks back, he brushesf

"You didn't sleep,” he says as he
eyes. )

| shake my head.

“Will you take a shower with me?

the hair from my face.

brushes his thumbs under my

| smile through my still-teary eyes and nod. He helps me get
undressed and then lifts me, helping me into the shower.

“You need to sleep baby. I'm strx;r_)ng, Magnor is strong,” he
says as he sets me down and begins washing my hair.

r
“I know, but, this is Roman. He kl
m so glad he's dead. | know that

-
|

led you in the last timeline. I
s wrong, but | can’t help it.”

(R |

| feel his hands go still in my hair

11
. | look up at him. His teeth

are clenched, and | feel the regrgit flowing through him,

“He's not dead?” | ask, my hands!
“He and Ivy got away. I'm sorry b

He leans his head down, putting_'

Il find them. I'll find them and kil

you or Salvatore.” |
| smack him on his chest with bo
looking shocked. |

“But what about you, Tereshan?
didn't get me or your son, but w

going to my stomach.

"

aby.
his forehead against mine. “I'
them. | won't let them get to

th hands. He stands back

You said you’'d make sure he
at about you? You're willing




. ) Il ‘
to die? Don't-you get it? Don t you understand? This last 24
hours has been the worst of my life! | can’t do it! | can't live
without you! | won't!” |

'm screaming by the time I'm done, my fists beating against
him, angry that he’s so willing to/die to protect me.

|
|
“Baby, stop. Stop,” he 'says, kneeling down and pulling me to
him. | start sobbing all over agailn.

“You said together. We agreed tbgether. You can't just
change that now. You can't plan|to die to save me, Tereshan.
Don't do that to me. Please!” |
|
| pull back, looking at him. “Please don't leave me to live this
life without you. Not now, not afj:er everything. Please |
promise me that you won't do tHat,” | say, taking his face in
my hands.

you're getting yourself too
or Salvatore.”

“Okay, okay, okay. Baby, please,
worked up. It's not good for you

“Promise me, Tereshan. Promise|me you won't sacrifice
yourself for me.” |
|
He stands, pushing me back unci_ier the water. “You know | can’
t do that, Claire. | won't stand asjde if it means saving your

life. Don't ask that of me. | can’t promise that.”

“Then make sure that we're together. Make sure that we fight
them together.” | say, knowing that he'll never agree.
|
He growls looking down at me. “I will never allow you to fight
while you are pregnant. Do you hear me? You protect our

|
pup, | protect you. That's how it;'\‘Norks."




g -_n ;1
“Tereshan..™—. '!i

“NO Claire. You're being unreaso
fight while you're pregnant. | wo
risk. | said no, and that's final!” ;5

|
We finish showering and get clr't;-:"I
done, he takes my hand, and we
that he pulls me into his lap, and

r

He wraps his arms around me. '
will still love you.”

needing reassurance that we're %

nable. | won't allow you to
N't put you and our son at

I,ssl'—:-d in silence. When we're

go to his office. I'm thankful
| snuggle against him,
kay. [

Iove you. We can argue and |

| nod, tucking myself against hlm “I love you so much,

Tereshan.”

1
As everyone begins to enter thelpfﬁce, | send a silent prayer

to the Moon Goddess pleading | t
Roman and Ivy does not occur u

can be there with Tereshan.

hat our final battle with
ntil after my son is born, so |




Chapter 179: Next Steps

Tereshan

g
As everyone begins coming intoithe office, my mind is still
reeling from Claire’s anger, fear and sadness. | know things
are different for us in this timeline. | know that | would not
want to live without her, but herﬁ'request for me to not protect
her and save myself is unconsciQnabIe. | could never do that.
Even if | wasn't an Alpha, she’s still my mate and she’s
carrying my pup. Nothing in this|world is more important than
Claire and Salvatore, not even mi,y own life.

| tried not to get too upset with her. | could feel that her fear

It
of losing me was overriding everything else and the doctor

did warn me that she would be n‘wore weepy than normal, but

this morning was very unexpected and my voice became
sharp at the end of our conversatlon

When she snuggles against me, l [ know that she needs
reassurance. My mate is exhausted scared for my safety and
now she's worried that I'm angrylat her. Her emotions are all
over the place. ||

When she finally settles, | place a hand on her stomach,
feeling my son shifting around ln5|de her.

| focus, knowing that we have a |ot to discuss today. I've
asked Dane and Weston to join Ls and both have brought
their mates. I've also asked .Je5|ah because he needs to know
that Roman and lvy are still out tlhere. I'm surprised when

Keegan arrives, knocking on my;':door.




“I heard thatyou were back. | wanted to check in and see how
things went,” he says.

“Come in, I'm just about to go over everything,” | tell him.

“| take it that my mate can join as well?” he asks, stepping

aside so | can see Zoey. |

“Absolutely.”

As we sit around the table, every ne pulls their mates on their
laps, wrapping their arms arounél their mate’s stomachs so
they can hold their pups at the slame time. Zoey must be due
in the next couple of weeks. Herlpregnancy must be going
well for Keegan to have broughf her here. That, or he can't
stand the thought of being away from her for any length of
time. | | .E.TI'

j '._'__.‘!
| take @ moment to think about the incredible difference in my
life, all because of my sweet mate who is terrified of losing

me. n

|
| send her a wave of love throug}p our bond, feeling her relax
as she snuggles closer to me. | kiss the top of her head as |
look around.

“| wanted to bring everyone together to talk about the events
of yesterday. First and foremost, Roman and lvy got away. We
need to continue to be d|I|gent

L

“Wily bastard, how'd he get awal/?" Keegan asks.

“We'll get to that,” | say. “For now, we need to keep our eyes
and ears open. We need to know where he'll pop up. | don't
want to be surprised by him.”




u ’ - !
Alpha Eason'’s pack is the most likely place he'd run.” Jesiah

says.

BE £70ILu e

"A good point. We can send scoLts over there to see if they

can lay eyes on either Roman or

Ivy.

I look at Weston who nods. "We also have a new Alpha in the

room. Alpha Weston,” | say and |

Magnor purrs softly, helping he
be taking over Franco's pack.”

r
.:!|

feel Claire stiffen in my arms.

to relax again. "Weston will

Keegan looks calculatingly betvﬁ?feen the two of us. “I'd be
interested to know how it is that

an Alpha when the original plan
on the pack members.” '

“After taking out Roman’s Beta,

|
i\

)
i
th

I

It

-

|

My ultimate goal of this battle w;

Weston ended up becoming
was for you, Tereshan, to take

went searching for Roman.
s Roman. Weston, Holden,

Dane and Bryson were tasked Wl'th taking out the pack
members who were in alIeat_:jle';w:e| with Roman, including Ivy.

However, when | got to the pack

had created his own mini brothe

shackled to the floor and the waI

nouse, | realized that Roman-
inside. There were women
ls. They were obviously being

abused and held for the ranked rnembers to use as they

chose.”

advance. | can see that Dane di
information.

T [
" . . |
While | was releasing the womenn,

Claire gasps in my arms. | hadn’ t had a chance to warn herin

|

brace Feena for the

1, Roman and Ivy escaped,

the pack members that were in alliance with Roman were
eliminated and then Weston began converting the pack to

him as Alpha.”



. ' l
| stop, turning to Weston. It's really his story to tell.

He nods before beginning. “The men in the pack were fighting
and we were on the verge of havmg to start killing them.
Roman had given them the Alpha command to fight to the
death, as we had expected. So, rather than killing them while
we waited for Alpha Tereshan to return, | began converting
them to my then non-existent p.‘fck.”

He leans in, kissing the side of Vlwenne's head as he thinks
through his next thoughts. “There is something familiar about
that pack, about those pack Ian%s | don't understand it, just
as | don't understand many of the déja vu moments that |
have, but | feel like | was meant to be the Alpha of that pack. It
feels right to not only take on the Alpha role, buttodoitin -

that pack.” | |

He looks from me to Keegan. “I have no intention of taking
either of your packs. | already talked to Alpha Tereshan about
creating an alliance with both off |vou. He agreed, but | would
like to speak to you more while you re here about an alliance
with the three of us. | know that your relationship with Alpha
Tereshan is very strong. | want to become a part of that inner

circle.” i

Keegan looks at me before turni'pg back to Weston. “We can
talk. I'd like to hear what you have to say.”

"Thank you, Alpha,” Weston says.

“That leads me to my final points. One, we have some new
pack members that we need to a;issimilate,” | say looking down
at Claire. “We need to find space for the few women that |
found. Some wanted to come I|\}= here.”

" " . | . .
Where are they?" she asks, lnstalntly going into Luna mode.




| look up at-Dane.

“| had Nita take them to find clothes and showers.”

“Let’s go,” Feena says to Claire, b
laps. As she goes to walk away, |
back to me. | tuck her hair behin!

her.

“I love you,” | say softly, reassurin
blush.

|
"And | love you,” she says. :-

“We're coming too,” Zoey says as

oth of them getting off our
take her hand, pulling her

d her ear and lean in to kiss

g her again and making her

she and Lucy also climb off

their mates’ laps, Jesiah follow]ng to guard Claire.

When they leave, | turn back to ‘ghe group.

“What was the other thing?” Keegan asks.

“My pack members are starved. [hey need food and they

need it fast.” Weston says. "l wol
my plan, and then see if you wol
take some food to my pack. But
than tomorrow morning. I've left

e =

Id like to talk to you about

Id be willing to allow me to
need to head back no later
Holden there to run things,

but the pack has been lacking st!:rong leadership for a long

time. | need to get back quickly.'ﬁ"

“I'll go check on the patrols and k&

egin getting the scouts

" |
ready to send out,” Dane says, giclettlng up to leave as well.

When it’s just the four of us, Wes

ton leans forward, tucking

Vivienne into his side. “I told Alpha Tereshan that | want to

talk about splitting up the land t!jetween the three of us. |
would like to expand my pack, you need more space to grow



B 283 Vouchers
farmlands-and Tereshan needs hiwre land for his mining. My
pack needs food and work so rather than selling the land, |
want to barter for it. An alliance Eetween the three of us
would not only help all three packs, but it will also allow us to
have a common border that we H‘\o longer have to protect,
giving us the chance to focus ou:'r efforts on our other
borders, especially while Alpha Eason and Roman are wild
cards.” |
|.
Keegan looks at him and then at! me. “You're okay with this?”
{
| look at Weston and he waits fo} my verdict. “l won't say | don’
t have some concerns, Alpha We:ston. We don't know your

history, and that makes me nerv?us as an Alpha that will

share a border with you. But youlr actions since coming to-my:
pack have been nothing but stellar. | also understand the
value of second chances and thée difference they can make in
your life. So, I'm willing to create|this alliance between the
three of us and to share borders"L As you said, it adds
protection to our packs and creates a stronger alliance as

i!
Keegan and | have already found.

Keegan looks at Weston thoughitfully for a moment. “If
Tereshan believes in you, then I'ﬁn willing to give you a chance
as well,” he says, and | can see Vivienne relax.

“We would never do anything togzbetray you, either of you,”

she says, looking at both of us. |

|
| smile at her. “You know you're 3 Luna now, Vivienne?" | ask
her: '

Her eyes go wide but she nods. ‘Thankfully, | have some great
role models that will help me to become the best possible
Luna that | can be.” she savs. '



“Before you-and Keegan begin figuring out food, is there

anything else we need to discuss?” | ask Weston.

“Ahhh, one more thing,” he says sheepishly.
|

| raise an eyebrow. “What's that?

“I'd like to ask Jacoby to be my Gamma.”




