The sun streamed through my bedroom window, castinga
warm glow that mirrored the excitement bubbling inside
me. Today was my date with Axel, and after the

enchanting evening | had with Damon, my anticipation
was sky-high.

Trying to keep busy, | pottered around my house, a cozy
place just a few minutes from the main packhouse. |
cleaned a little, played some music, and even tried
reading, but my thoughts kept darting to Axel and the
mysterious plans he had in store. Around noon, there was
a knock at my door. Opening it, | found Betty, my ever-
enthusiastic friend, beaming at me.

‘Hey, Phera! Ready to get dolled up for your big date?"

| grinned, welcoming her in

“Trying to be! Axel said to dress 'casually elegant.' What
does that even mean?’

Betty laughed as she made her way to my wardrobe.

‘It means looking effortlessly stunning. Let's find
something that makes you feel amazing."

| We iffled through my clothes, pulling o

~ Finally, we decided on a




Bet. | actually feel pretty good."

Sitting on the edge of my bed, Betty's eyes sparkled with
curiosity.

"So, how was the date with Damon? Give me all the juicy
details!"

| laughed, a warm flush spreading across my cheeks.

‘It was wonderful. Damon really outdid himself. We had
this private dinner in a gazebo, under the stars."

Her eyes widened.

"That sounds like something out of a romance novel! And
the kiss? You mentioned there was a kiss."

Remembering the moment, | smiled softly.

"It was... perfect. More than just a kiss, it felt like a
promise.”

Betty squealed in delight and hugged me.

“I'm so thrilled for you! You deserve every bit of this
happiness.”

Our chatter Continued, filled W]‘[hglggles 1a
excitement, until it was time for me to
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yith my hair, adding to the excitement bubbling wi
me. | walked towards the front, where Axel was waiting.
The moment he caught sight of me, his expression
transformed - a mixture of awe and admiration that
made my heart flutter.

"Wow, Phera,” Axel exclaimed as he approached, his eyes
taking in my appearance. "You look absolutely stunning.”

| felt a blush tint my cheeks

“Thank you, Axel. You're looking pretty handsome yourself,
| replied, noting his casual yet stylish attire that perfectly
complemented the ‘casually elegant’' theme.

He stepped closer and wrapped me in a warm, gentle hug.
The scent of pine and musk enveloped me, a familiar and
comforting presence

“I've been looking forward to this all day," he whispered.

‘Me too," | admitted, feeling a thrill of anticipation for
what the evening held.

We walked together to his car, a comfortable silence
between us, punctuated by small talk and occasional




ng by ina blur as we headed towards our unknown
tion. Axel's choice of music set a relaxed yet
upbeat tone, and | found myself tapping along to the

rhythm.

After a scenic drive, Axel turned off onto a path that led
into a lush, green area. The further we drove, the more it
felt like we were heading into a hidden oasis. Finally, he
parked the car near a clearing surrounded by tall, majestic

o

trees
"We're here," Axel announced with a bright smile.

| stepped out of the car and looked around, intrigued. The
area was breathtaking - a perfect blend of nature's beauty
and tranquility. In the clearing, | could see a setup that
hinted at our activities for the evening

There were two mountain bikes leaning against a tree,
helmets and gear neatly arranged beside them. Next to
the bikes, a table was set up with what looked like a map
of the surrounding area and a couple of water bottles.

*Axel, are we going biking?" | asked, excitement bUIIding
in my voice.

He nodded enthusiastically.




”c”t;fﬁfonébly and safely fitted.

“I've planned a route that's scenic and enjoyable. There's a
special spot | want to show you along the way."

As we prepared to start our biking adventure, | felt a surge
of adrenaline mixed with happiness. This date, different
from my evening with Damon, was shaping up to be an
adventure that was both exciting and heartwarming.

The prospect of exploring the trails with Axel, of sharing
laughs and stories along the way, and of seeing this

special place he spoke of filled me with a sense of joy
and wonder. It was a perfect way to connect with Axel =
active, fun, and in the heart of nature that | so dearly loved.

As Axel and | set off on our biking adventure, the
excitement in the air was palpable. The bikes moved
effortlessly beneath us, the path ahead winding through
the stunning natural landscape. Tall trees surrounded us,
their leaves rustling softly in the gentle breeze, while the
sunlight peeked through in dapples, creating a beautiful,
ever-changing tapestry.

“So, how have you been feeling about everything? The




“Thanks, Axel. That means a lot," | replied, feeling gr‘éte’fﬁ‘lu i
for his, Damon's, and Zane's support. 8

We continued to chat as we rode, the conversation
flowing easily. We talked about our favorite memories
from childhood, our hopes for the future, and even shared
a few personal challenges we had faced. It felt good to
open up to Axel in a setting that was so peaceful and
removed from the usual pressures of pack life.

After a while, Axel slowed down and pointed ahead.

“We're almost there. The spot | want to show you is just
around this bend.’

Curiosity piqued, | followed him around the curve in the
path, and we soon arrived at a breathtaking overlook. The
view was spectacular, with a vast expanse of forest
stretching out below us and a clear, sparkling lake nestled
in the midst of the greenery.

But what caught my attention was the cliff that jutted out
over the lake. It was high, but not hauntingly so, and |
could see that it was a popular spot for cliff diving.

Axel dismounted, a grin on his face.

“Here we are! What do you think about a lit
The water's great, and it's an e
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“You're going to love it. It's completely safe, and I'll be
right there with you."

“

We parked our bikes and walked to the edge of the cliff,
looking down at the sparkling water, The height was
significant, but the thrill of the jump beckoned invitingly.

'Ready when you are," Axel said, his hand extended
towards me

| took his hand, feeling a surge of adrenaline mixed with a
deep trust in him. Together, we stood at the edge, ready
to take the leap into the unknown, much like our
relationship - a leap of faith, exhilarating and filled with
possibilities

As we prepared to jump, | felt a sense of freedom and
exhilaration. This moment, with Axel by my side, was a
symbol of new beginnings, of embracing life and its
adventures.

‘Let's do this," | said, a smile spreading across my face.

With that, we counted down together, and then, hanc
hand, we jumped, plunging into the cool, refreshi

the exhilarating plunge into the lake = it
pure joy and freedom. it
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