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Leon was tense as we showered, and it had me on edge. Climbing out, Leon was still
washing shampoo from his hair.“ Wait, don’t leave without me,” Leon says, frantically
washing the soap from his hair as | wrap a towel around myself. My face scrunches up,
wondering what has got into him. He has barely said anything to me since they left.
Hearing the doorbell, | glance at the door.

“‘Harlow!” Leon snaps at me, but | ignore him, retrieving one of Raidon’s shirts and
slipping it on. “I'm just answering the door,” | huff before moving toward the bedroom
door. The moment | step into the hall, | hear the front door kicked in, making me jump.

“A scream of fright leaves my lips, only to be m*ffled by Leon’s hand. My breathing is
harsh as he sniffs the air, when | hear the cleaner demanding to know who they are.

“We are here to find the Omega,” comes a gruff voice, my eyes widen at the demand.
Leon holds a finger to his lips and lets me go before ushering me to the back of the
house, where the other stairwell is.

“Thane, get back here!” Leon snarls through the link. | am kinda cursing myself for not
marking them earlier now, | can hear them but can’t reply to them. Leon grabs my arm,
leading me quickly down the back steps that lead into the library. He glanced at the door
leading to the kitchen before hearing the cleaner arguing with them to leave when we
heard a sickening slap, and her whimper.

Leon growls, his eyes burning bright red as he leads me to the huge glass window.
Footsteps on the stairs told us a few went upstairs and from the different scents, | could
smell at least seven people, three of which | could tell were Alphas. When | heard
another car pull up out the front.

Leon quietly slides the window up before grabbing my hips and lifting me through the
window. | grab his arms. “What are you doing?” | hiss at him. “Head for the sheds at the
back of the property, | will come to find you, stay out of sight.”

“Wait.”

“Can’t love, now run,” Leon says, not giving me a chance to protest before he drops me
onto my feet and quickly closes the window. | duck down, scanning my surroundings
and spotting the huge garages where the lawn man keeps everything by the edge of the
tree line. With one last glance at the huge mansion, | start running across to it, using the
hedges for cover and keeping as low as possible.

| heard things inside smashing when a man is tossed from the second-floor window, the
glass shatters and | freeze, watching him hit the roof on the first story only to roll off and




hit the concrete below. | duck down watching as he tries to get up, he clutches his neck
that is spurting blood out everywhere, my eyes move to the windows above to see
Leon, fighting another man at the window he fell from,.

Ducking back down, | run. As | reach the doors, | push them open enough to slip inside,
looking out the gap, | see the cleaner being dragged outside, when a**? tall man, clearly
an Alpha with dirty blonde hair, lifts his gun and shoots her in the head.

| gasp as she collapses on the ground, my hands covering my mouth at what | just saw.
What the hell is going on? It was only a few tense seconds later, | watched as Leon was
dragged from the house and tossed beside the dead cleaner, whose name | felt bad for
not remembering.

Leon was drenched in blood, covered, as if he bathed in it. The two men that tossed him
to the ground, also bl**dy, one’s arm was bent at an odd angle, | watched him break it
back into place. Looking out, | see seven Alphas, and two other men that look to be
officials in uniform.

The man with the gun, | recognize as one of the Alphas from the glory hole event at
Tal's, the other | swear | had seen before, yet couldn’t place him until he spoke.

“Where is she?” he yells, kicking Leon in the face. My blood runs cold, and | am
suddenly frozen on the spot, trapped in a memory | wished wasn’t mine. One | had
worked so hard to forget until now, | was slammed by the mere sound of his voice and
tossed back there, memories | suppressed assaulting my mind.

Flashback

Mrs. Keller was slumped and dangling from the roof, | heard men shouting in the
distance. “Down here, quick, grab the b*tch, and let’s go!”

| blinked, blood tainting my vision from the g*sh on my head, and | shook the woman.
She groans, peering around, and the voices get closer. She turned, and | will never
forget the look she gave me.

One of pure fear when she screamed at me.

“‘Run, run, Harlow. They are coming for you,” she screamed, and | did. | was at the edge
of the treeline when | stopped, expecting her to be right behind me. However, as |
peered between the bushes, | saw men running down the ravine as she tried to crawl
out the door, she had a huge piece of metal stabbing through her stomach.

The men grab her, hauling her out of the car, my entire body frozen as | watch the
horror unfold before me. My entire body paralyzed by fear as | trembled, peering out
between the bushes.




She was tossed onto her hands and knees, the man grabs her hair, jerking her head
back. Hana spits in his face, and he wipes it off. “Where is she?”

“Go f***k yourself you pin d***k pr*ck,” he slaps her, blood sprayed across the grass,
and tears brimmed in my eyes. However, Hana laughs, wipes her mouth and glares at
him.

“You always were a pathetic excuse for an Alpha,” she sneers at him.

“You were supposed to be mine!” He growls at her. “I was never yours, and neither was
Harper!” She screams at him.

“First you had Sofia take the first one, you aren’t getting the other. Black f***ked up, and
he’ll pay for that mistake, but in the meantime, you’ll pay for ever daring to cross me.”

He grabbed her face, kissing her, she growled biting down on his tongue, and he
grabbed the steel protruding from her stomach and twisted it, making her scream and
let go.

“When | find her, and we will. | make sure there is nothing left of her when | hand her
back to Thane, you took Harper from us, and now we take Thane’s Omega,” he growls
at her.

“You'’re a dead man,” she spits at him, blood dribbling down her lips and chin.

“‘He’ll never know,” The man laughs, when two men haul her to her feet.

He pulled a knife from his back pocket and dragged the tip down her face, she didn’t
flinch, just glared at him. “My son will come for you, come for her, and you better pray to
the Moon Goddess he has mercy on you!” The man laughed, tapping the knife on her
face.

“Find her, she can’t have got far!” He snapped at the other four men with him, and they
started taking their clothes off and began shifting.

“All this time and you're still trying to catch a ghost.” Hana laughed, and he growled,
slitting her throat.

It was that moment that sent me moving, days | hid in that forest, covering my body in
mud to hide my scent, as | waited them out.

*kkkkkkkkk

Now looking out the garage doors, | see the man that killed her, the same voice that
triggered something my mind had blocked out.




Alpha Corbin, | could tell who he is by the sheer size of him, and his aura, menacing like

Thane’s. He lifted his gun, pressing it to Leon’s temple before he looked up at the
house.
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“Harlow, you have two minutes before | put a bullet in his head,” he screams out. My
hands shook as | remained where | was, when Leon’s voice flitted through my head.

“Stay where you are, don’t f***king move, Harlow,” he snapped at me.Leon is kicked,
and he doubled over coughing, one hand on the ground as he wheezed when another
man dragged the yardman off from the side, he was begging and pleading as he was
dumped next to Leon. “Now Harlow, or | kill” he looks down at the Gardener. “Whoever
this is,” he says waving the gun at him, he still stared at the mansion not realizing | was
not in it.

“Five minutes out, the road is blocked!” Come’s Thane’s furious voice, when pain
suddenly tore through me from Rhen, dropping me to my knees. Leon screamed,
clutching his chest and | gasp for air, clutching my stomach as | feel Rhen’s tether
breaking, feel all my mate’s agony only to look up and see men racing toward me. My
internal scream | hadn’t realized was actually outward, | choke, and Leon gets to his
feet, only to be hit in the head with the butt of the gun. | scrambled to my feet, fighting
the agony of Rhen’s tether burning and tearing out my heart.

| look for another exit, cursing | didn’t run for the trees as | clutch my stomach. Glancing
around, | see another door at the far end, and race toward it. | hear them hit the door
squeezing through the gap and my fingers wrapped around the door handle only for
someone to grip my hair, and rip me back.

“There you are, love,” a deep, rumbling voice says next to my ear. | thrash, kicking and
fighting to get loose, when the other man grabbed my legs, hauling me out of the huge
garage. The moment | was brought out, Leon got to his feet and charged at them, only
to be shot twice in the back when the gardener also attacked Corbin.

Leon staggered, dropping to his knees, a second later, another gunshot rang out and
the gardener dropped in a heap on the ground. Leon wheezed, one hand clutched his
hip where the bullet went all the way through, his shoulder also bleeding, but he was
alive for now.

Corbin lifted his gun and shot again, Leon twisted, yet the bullet hit him, and he slumped
to the ground, | screamed feeling pain tear through my ribs, the same spot he was hit. |
thrash harder.




when | see Alpha Corbin walking over to us, yet all | kept thinking was why aren’t the
officials doing anything, they just stood and watched.

| am placed on the ground at Corbin’s feet, the man who killed Hana walked over to
him, and smirked looking down at me.

“Exactly like her mother,” he said, tilting my face from side to side with his gun. Tears
streamed down my face, trying to figure out why he was doing this, it made no sense to
me. Leon | saw was trying to get up from the ground when another man put his foot on
his back, and shoved him down.

“Stay down, enough people have died to today,” the man said. Leon looked at me and |
pleaded with my eyes for him to listen to him, he clenched his jaw. “That we’ll have to
take care of,” Corbin growls, nudging my stomach with his foot, | use my arms to cover
it and growl at him..

He laughed. “Feisty like her mother, too,” he snarled, making my brows pinch together
as | stared at him. He smiled back at me sadistically. “Leo, chuck her in the car!” He
said to the man who killed Hana, and he instantly reached for me, | scrambled back on
my hands and feet as he stalked me.

“Are the roads still blocked off?” Corbin asks one of the officials, they both nod.” Yes,
but we can’t keep it blocked for long,”one man says, when this Leo person grabbed my
arm. | lashed out kicking, and my claws extended, slashing down his face.

He growled and Leon screamed when he stomped on me, | moved quickly and instead
of him stomping my stomach lie stomped on my shoulder. “Try it again, and | will cut it
from you right now,” he snarled, wiping his face on the back of his arm. | whimpered, as
he pressed his foot down harder on my shoulder, my face turned, and | saw Leon get
knocked out, and he falls limp on the ground.

The man grabbed me and started dragging me to the car by my hair, the gravel ripping
apart my back, a*s and legs as | kicked my legs trying to get traction to stand.

“Now we just gotta find the other one,” | hear Corbin say, just as | was tossed in the
back of the car.

“Bree said she is with that Alpha Jake,” Bree? | blink, wondering what she has to do
with this. The car door slammed and Leo climbed in the car beside me when | heard the
sound of an engine screaming up the street. Leo leaned forward, peering out the
windshield, and Alpha Corbin fell into the passenger seat and looked at the official who
was in the driver seat. The other men run for their cars. “I thought you said the roads
were blocked!” Corbin snapped at the official.

“They are,” the man stammered when Corbin spun in his seat and kicked the man,
shoving him out his open door before climbing into the driver’s seat.




“Corbin?” Leo growled beside me.

“We can outrun him,” Corbin said, starting the car. The engine roared to life, and he
turned the car slightly, and | saw Thane’s car skidding into the long driveway just as
Corbin guns it, throwing me back in my seat only to be cut off by one of the other cars.
Forcing him to slam the brakes on.

| giggled and Leo glared at me, gripping the back of the driver’s seat. “You're so
f***ked,” I tell him, reaching for the door handle. Leo growls, reaching for me, and | jump
from the vehicle. Leo snarled, and | landed on the ground on my hands and knees. Just
as the cars took off, Leo fell from the vehicle with me having grabbed the back of my
shirt. Corbin doesn’t wait; he guns the engine, leaving his mate behind or not realizing
he did as he plowed toward Thane’s car.

Leo grabbed me, and | throw my head back as he tried to wrangle me, my head hits his
face, and he grunts dropping me just as | heard the two cars collide, my eyes moved to
the scene to find Corbin’s car spin out of control, before he floors it, and slammed
sideways out the gate. The other two cars slammed on their brakes to avoid smashing
into Thane’s car, one zips off around it, escaping with Corbin when Thane tossed his
car door open.

A furious growl echoed around us. Leo froze, staring off in the car’s direction, when the
third car started reversing.

Thane started stalking towards the third car, and if looks could kill, they would die the
most agonizing death.

Within seconds, he had shifted and his huge mammoth of a wolf dove straight through
the front window of the car. The men’s screams were loud as the car

rocked from side to side, and started rolling forward, Leo gasped, before grabbing my
arm, hauling me to my feet.

| kicked my legs, screaming for Leon and Thane as he started dragging me toward the
treeline. | dropped my weight, i slipping out of his grip when | heard the—car prang
Thane’s car. Leo stopped, glancing over his shoulder before he snarled, grabbing my
hair. Twisting, my hair ripped out painfully, and | kicked him between the legs.

| heard Leon groan as he staggered to his feet, my eyes darted to him briefly, costing
me precious time, when Leo snagged my ankle dragging me back to him. “Leon!” |
screamed as Leo pinned me, his knee pressed down on my groin area as he tried to
grab my shoulders, when feet suddenly appeared beside my head. Leo froze, his eyes
widened, and my eyes moved past his shoulder to see Thane standing next to us,
naked, drenched in blood.




Leo lurched off me and scrambled backward, Thane stepped over me. “You touched my
Omega,” Leo shook his head,.

“Corbin, he—"

“You touched my mate,” Thane deadpanned, his voice ice-cold and his steps
calculating, as Leo backed up and Thane stalked him, Leo now his prey. Leo’s face
twisted into a snarl, and he shifted at the same time Thane does, and they started
ripping into each other.
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Thane tore into Leo, Harlow | could see her caught, frozen like a deer in headlights, her
entire back, and her legs bleeding from being dragged. Thane tore into Leo, trying to
keep him pushed back and away from her, every time Leo was tossed and slammed
near her, his wolf was there taking the brunt while he screamed through the link for me
to get up and move her.

If she didn’t move soon, it would cost Thane by distracting him, his positioning making it
hard for him to kill Leo and not t**mple Harlow, and Leo recognizing that, he uses it to
his advantage, knowing it is the only advantage he has when it comes to Thane.

Staggering, | force myself to move. My breath wheezes as | feel my lung trying to heal
from collapsing when Harlow screams when Thane is tossed, and he only just catches
himself from landing on her and crushing her. She is now caught between his legs; she
crawls out, finally moving and coming out of her shock when Thane chomps down on
his neck.

Leo wails a howl, the sound pained before reflexively he twists trying to bite anywhere
he can when Thane pounces on him, breaking his hind leg in one bite.

“‘Harlow!” | screamed, trying to get her attention, she looked lost, as if the gravity of the
situation had suddenly hit her, and now he

was here, she knew she was safe to fall apart.

Harlow lifts her head to look at me. “Leon.” she gasps, finally finding her feet and
rushing toward me. At the same time, her voice causes Thane to become distracted as
he searches for her. | grab her, hauling her away from the fight when Thane is hit from
the side, that second of worry costing him.

Thane gets back to his feet just as Leo pounces. However, before Leo hits his mark, he
is grabbed by Rhen’s big molten wolf that comes out of nowhere and Leo’s attack was




diverted. Raidon’s wolf right behind Rhen. Raidon’s wolf was huge, as big as Thane’s
and reminds me of a grizzly bear.

He grabs Leo’s neck, shaking viciously, while Rhen and Thane get to their feet. He
tosses him and Leo skids across the ground about ten meters away from us, the second
Leo comes to a stop, Thane pounces on him while Raidon moves toward us.

Leo’s whimpered shriek was loud making Harlow jump, she turns her head looking in
their direction and so do I. Leo was forced to shift back, and now Thane’s huge black
wolf towered over him about to deliver the final blow when she screams.

Raidon licks her fingers, nudging her with his nose as Rhen watches, making sure
Thane doesn’t need him, though we all knew Thane has it handled.

“You can’t kill him,” Harlow rasps out as loud as she can, Thane tenses, freezing and so
do I. Her conscious surely can’t be getting the better of her now. Thane ignores her
when she tries to get out of my grip. “Thane, he has information we need,” she says
before looking up at me.

Thane growls, shifting back, he glances over his shoulder at us before staring down at
the torn apart man who was slowly healing.

“We need him!” she repeats. Thane growls, his fist clenching. “ F***k!” he curses,
shakes his head when Harlow shakes out of my grip, having spotted Rhen. She rushes
at him, his wolf dropping his head to catch her on his shoulder as she locks her arms
around him.

My eyes move back to Thane just in time to see his foot come down on Leo’s head,
knocking him out.

Raidon was there to grab him within seconds and hauls him over his shoulder.

Rhen knocks Harlow over, forcing her on her back as he frantically licks her face before
pushing his nose into her stomach. “Baby is fine, | can hear her heartbeat,” | tell him,
walking over to them. Rhen huffs and | grab handfuls of his fur. Tugging him off her.
When | go to grab her, however, he shifts, pushes me away and scoops her up.

“This is your fault,” he snaps at me, | nod once. Rhen wasn’t one to point blame when it
came to me, so if he is, | knew this was related to me helping Talon. Thane growls,
looking at me, but it's Rhen he grabs.

We all felt his tether nearly break, knew whatever happened nearly cost his life. Thane
presses forward a against his Rhen. “You're not allowed to die on me,” he growls before
looking at me. “YOU, however, | am deciding how badly | want to kill you,” Thane says,
letting go of Rhen. | look at the ground, wondering what Talon did, and they walk off.




Looking up, Raidon | see ahead is stopped by the doors leading into the house, looking
in the hedges he nods to them and Thane runs ahead to see what Raidon was
motioning toward. | reach his side just as he grabs a man in uniform out of his hiding
place.

He is a state official, he cowers, hands up covering his face as Thane drags him out by
his shirt. Thane shoves him toward the door. “You and | need to talk,” he says, and the
man falls on his hands and

knees inside the doorway. He starts crawling away from him.

Stepping inside, Raidon is tying Leo to a chair, the man automatically freezes when
Raidon turns his icing glare toward him. He motions with his finger for him to come to
him. The man whimpers but doesn’t dare disobey Raidon and sits next to Leo.

Rhen places Harlow on the couch, and starts checking her over, much to her dismay
when she grabs Rhen’s head and whispers something to him. He looks at her and his
rage and shock smashes all of us, making us glance at him.

“Thane, | need you to walk out of this room, and let Raidon and | handle this,” Rhen tells
him.

“I'm not going anywhere while

that ba***rd is still breathing,” Thane growls at him. Rhen’s eyes go to Raidon. | watch
as they mind link.

“Are you sure?” Raidon asks, looking at Harlow. She nods her head, her eyes darting to
Thane nervously.

“You need to leave, Thane,” Raidon tells him. ‘| said no, not while he is alive, | won’t risk
him escaping,” Thane tells him.

Thane looks at Harlow questionably, her lips quiver, and her hands shake as she
reaches for Thane, he doesn’t hesitate in moving toward her, gripping her fingers.
“Please leave, you can have him after,” she whispers and his brows furrow as he
glances at all of us. He shakes his head.

“What? Someone tell me what’s going on, we have come too f**king far for you to start
hiding sh*t from me now, what did | do?” he snaps at us.

“You did nothing, it's what Leo did,” Harlow whispers. Thane looks at her. “I didn’t
recognize him until he spoke,”




“‘Huh?” he asks, his tone accusing. “Recognize what?” Raidon finishes tying Leo and
steps in front of him when Rhen speaks.“ Leo is the one that killed your mother,” Rhen
says, the roar of fury that leaves him hurts my ears as he lunges at Leo.

Raidon diverts him, putting himself in front of Leo, just as Rhen | move to grab him.
Thane stands toe to toe with Raidon, his chest heavily rising and falling, his nostrils
flaring that Raidon was holding him from getting to him, my hands shake, and | could
see Rhen was also struggling to hold him back, his strength in this state was
immeasurable.

“You need to let Rhen and | handle this,” Raidon says, keeping his cool, and speaking
calmly. “HE KILLED HER.”

“We know, but we need him alive. to figure out what is going on, so stand down Alpha.”

Raidon says, his aura slipping out, showing Thane he won'’t back down, and Thane
would have to hurt him to get him to step aside. Thane clenches his teeth, and snarls
before shoving Rhen and me off. He then turns, grabbing Harlow, who shrieks.

“If  am leaving, so are you. | am not leaving you near him,” he tells her. “But-” Rhen
shakes his head at her, and she sighs, allowing Thane to stalk off with her. Leo is
slumped over, still unconscious.“ So, what did Harlow tell you?” | ask when the official
groans.

“We’ll start with him,” Rhen says, ignoring me and reaching for him, he tosses him back
on the couch.” You will speak,” Raidon warns him, and the man nods his head, his
entire body trembling. “Just don’t kill me,” he pleads pathetically.

“That depends on your answers. and how truthful you are,” Rhen tells him.
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Thane was like a raging bull, as he took me to our room. He went straight to the
bathroom, muttering under his breath about being forced to leave. | let him, besides |
had bigger concerns, my stomach was cramping, my skin hurt, and | needed to shower
desperately.

Thane turns the shower on, and sits me on the edge of the bath, he tugs the shirt off |
am weatring, his eyes trailing over my naked body. Leaning down, he presses his hand
to my belly. Our daughter writhing inside me as if she was doing yoga.

He lets out a breath, before crouching between my legs, he kisses my belly, my skin
tightens and my belly tenses, as it cramps.




He jerks back, looking at it, as | grit my teeth. “You look uncomfortable,” “Duh, | feel like
| have been skinned,” | exhale, my back was stinging so badly. Thane nods and turns
toward the shower and (( places his hand under the water.

It's gonna sting, but we need to get the gravel out,” he tells me, pulling me to my feet
just as Leon walks in. Thane growls and Leon stops by the door.

“Get out Leon. Right now | don’t want you near me,” Thane says, Leon goes to protest
and Thane snarls and steps toward him, but | get between them. Thane glares at him
and | place my hands on his chest. “It's not his fault,” | tell him, confused at everyone
being 111111, comuseu at everyone veng mad at Leon. Thane’s eyes flick down to me.

“He put you at risk, all of us at risk!” Thane snaps and | look at Leon, his eyes are
glassy as if he is about to start crying. “I didn’t think-"

“You're right, you should have come to us!” Thane yells at him and Leon flinches. “I
warned you time and time again about Talon, not to back him, and you did worse, you
put everything on the line when you said you were the collateral!”

“l just paid the debt, | didn’t know he would gamble it!”

Thane shakes his head. “He didn’t gamble it, he set her free,”

“What? No, | gave him money.

What are you talking about?” Leon argues,

“Money for a fucking underage Omega! Raidon already told me what happened, he inf
on the way here. Your actions nearly cost us Rhen, you going down as collateral for him
nearly cost us our f***king our child!” Thane screams at him.

“Wait, what are you talking about?” | ask now confused. Thane pulls me closer, steering
me toward the shower.

“Leon put his assets down, meaning him down, if Talon didn’t come up with the money,”
“Yeah | put my life on the line Thane, no one else’s,”

“And even that was too much!”

Thane snaps at him.

“You just don’t f**king listen, | told you, next time come to me. | am changing her title

back, this is exactly why we leave nothing in your name. Every damn time he rings, you
go running to help,”




“‘He’s family,” Leon sighs.

“No, we are your family. No more, | am done with this sh*t, done with you bailing him
out.”

“What if | didn’t get back in time? What would your excuse be then, Leon. He came for
her because she is Omega, an asset in your f***king name! We could have lost her!”
“That makes no sense, they wouldn’t even know her title was in my name,” Thane
shakes his head.

“Omegas are public information, that information can be looked up in the council, or Tal
gave him that information.” Thane says, pinching his brow.

“No, Tal wouldn’t, he wouldn'’t betray me like that,” Thane scoffs when | remember the
conversation Corbin and Leo had.

“And he didn’t, Bree did,” | tell them and they both look at me.“ Rhen never mentioned
Bree, said they took Talon, but Bree wasn’t with them,”

“She would give that information up for him. You know she loves Talon,” Leon says,
sitting on the edge of the bath. He puts his head in his hands.

“I'm sorry, | didn’t think,” Leon murmurs, and Thane growls, pushing me under the
water. | hiss, my back arches as it comes in contact with the water. “I know, love,” he
whispers, stepping under the water with me and holding me under it.

| tried to pull away; it was like he had set fire to my back, a*s, and legs. “Shh,” he
hushes before flooding me with his calling. My body turns languid, and he is forced to
hold me upright. | was drowning in the sensation his calling awoke, and Thane starts
washing me while speaking with Leon. Yet my brain had melted and turned to mush,
making me unable to hear anything said, his calling potent and nearly knocking me out
when | felt another set of hands touch me.

Leon’s scent wafts to my nose, so | knew it was him before the shower was cut off and
Thane weakened his calling, letting me slowly awaken from it, calling me back to them, |
find myself suddenly in the room, with no memory of moving there. Yet as his calling
changed to more like a muscle relaxant than an actual sedative. | roll on my side on the
bed, my belly aching, tensing and my hips hurting.

Thane pulls me to him, tugging a shirt over my head. “What else did he say?” | hear
Thane ask, when | hear Rhen’s voice. “Corbin took both officials families, however he
did say half the state officials are in Corbin’s pocket. Raidon is about to wake up Leo.
When he does, we will question him.”

“If he has half the state Officials in his pocket, who the f***k do we call?” Leon asks.




“‘He gave us a few numbers of some higher ups, but as for the City, anything that
happens within it, is ultimately Thane’s decision, so we were well within our rights to
defend our city, so they can’t come after us for that, and whatever happens within the
city is Thane’s decision,” Rhen tells Leon. Thane sighs.

“‘Maggie and Samson?” Thane asks, and | knew he must be speaking of the Cleaner
and yardman.

“I called the coroner, he will pick up both their bodies soon, authorities are here out the
front if you want to deal with them, they are going over the car, you killed Four, one was
Corbin’s mate, and well we have Leo too. Tal also wasn’t in the car, so must have been
in one of the car’s that got away,”

“And Corbin?”

“Alerts have been put out, we will find him, and Raidon and | will make some calls to get
the investigations into state council started,” Rhen tells him.

“But in the meantime, | need you to stop sedating her, | need to know what she saw the
day Leo killed your mother, | need to speak to Harlow, Thane,”

“I'm staying,”
“Very well, Leon go handle the authorities downstairs, Leila is also down there, asking

for you, she is convinced Thane is torturing vou.” | hear Rhen tell him when | felt
Thane’s calling lift completely, and he tilts my head back.
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| made Thane ring Jake to let him know to watch out for Corbin, and it was a good
distraction while Rhen took me down to speak with Leo. So far, he has been
uncooperative. Unwilling to give up his mate, he knew he wasn’t leaving this place alive.
| shift uncomfortably on the couch, my enormous belly tightening, and it is making sitting
quite painful with the pressure in my groin.

“Who told you about Harlow?” Raidon asks for the hundredth time. At this point,
he was like a broken record. Leo just laughs when Raidon punches him, and | flinch.
Leo growls, spitting blood on the floor. He smirks at me, with his eyes sparkling with

mischief.

“You look like your mother,” he says, sitting back in his chair-my brows furrow.




However, Leo tilts his head to the side. “And to think her two daughters were right under
our noses all this time,” he says, baring his teeth.

“You knew my mother?” | asked him. Yet the cogs were turning in my head with
everything | knew so far, and for some reason, it all linked back to Harper. “Yes,

| knew her. She was the youngest of the girls promised. Like Hana,” he sneers.

As Thane walks in, Leo clicks his tongue at him.

“Your mother was a f**king hoot. Good in the sack, too. | wonder what your Omega
feels like,” he taunts, trying to bait Thane. Yet, Thane doesn’t pay him any mind,
instead, focusing on me. “You rang them?” He nods his head.

“It won’t help her. Corbin has plans. He won't let this go, not after all this time,”

Leo states, and my heart skips a beat at his words. Thane tugs me to him and waves
his hand at Raidon, who knees him in the head. Thane’s calm demeanor is a mere
facade. | feel his rage boiling. He wants to kill him but is calm enough

now to see reason.

Leo grunts at the blow, and Leon walks in with a blood bag, slurping on it like it is a juice
box. “F**king vermin like your cousin. Hybrids should have been put down years ago,
f***king bloodsucker,” Leo growls, his eyes flickering.

“You would know, weren’t you a feeder for years? Wait, no, that was your sister and
mother. I'm pretty sure | tasted both, and both tasted like sh*t. Must be the bad genes,”
Leon tells him, and Leo snarls, jerking in his restraints.

“‘Enough, Leo. Either speak, or I'll let Thane kill you now. | am done playing these little
games with you, “Rhen tells him. Leon takes his seat beside me, and | move over, only

to get up. My stomach is cramping worse from sitting, and the

pressure in my groin is intense.

“You don’t look too good,” Leo comments. Thane is watching me, and the concern on
his face is evident. They had been hovering over me all damn night.

| shake his hand off when he reaches for me.“ I'm fine; it’s just Braxton Hicks,” | tell him.

“‘Harlow?” Rhen argues and | wave him off. “Rhen is right, Love, You're due any day
now. Your due date is only two days away. At least let me get mom and dad to check
ou over,” Raidon argues. | shake my head, clutching my belly.




Shouldn’t | be in more pain if it was labor? All stories | heard were that the pain is
unbearable.

“No, | am calling. Rhen watch him,” Raidon tells him, walking off.

| stand leaning on the arm of the couch before turning my head back to Leo.

“My mother, you believe, is this Harper woman?” | ask him.

‘I don’t believe. | know she is. It's why Hana and why Sophia had her son bid on both of
you. Take thought he was obtaining an Omega, but he was really buying his mother’s
goddaughters back,” my brows raise.

“‘My mother’'s name wasn’t Harper, though. It was Zahra.” | tell him. Leo laughs.

“The sneaky bitch used her middle name,” he shake his head.

“What’s any of this got to do with my mother, though?” Thane asks, and | could see how
tense he was. His fingertips turned to claws, | didn'’t like the conversation turning to
Hana with him present. He was barely holding it together. So | wasn’t sure | was making
a mistake when | moved toward him. | sit in his lap, and he sighs, his claws, retracting

as he places his hands on my belly.

“You might as well talk. Leo.

Corbin left for you for dead,” Rhen states. “Thane will kill me anyway. | don’t see any
point in answering shit,” Leo spits, and Rhen shakes his head.

“You have a daughter already before you joined Corbin’s pack,” Thane states and Leo
snarls. “You won’t f**king touch her,” he snarls.

“And she is Omega,” Rhen tells him. And Leo’s canines slip out.” Tell me what we need
to know. | will ensure she doesn’t end up on rotation,” 00“You can’t ensure that!”

“I can in my city. | have the sanctuary here.” Leo shakes his head. “No, Corbin will keep
her safe. He won't let her go to rotation.”

Now Rhen laughs, making Leo look at him. “You’re an idiot if you believe that.

You’re one of his newest pack members. How old is your daughter? She would be
nearly twenty now?” Rhen asks. Leo sits straighter in his chair, his eyes darting
between both Thane and Rhen.

However, | was trying to calculate how old Leo was because he looked only young. |
knew Alpha Packs age slower, but he looked to be in his mid-twenties himself. It also
made me wonder how old Corbin is?




“Your daughter is off-limits since you're part of his pack. | wonder if Corbin will stick to

that deal once you're dead?” Thane says, looking at Rhen, who shrugs.



