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Laura was wondering what Zhao, a black mage needs such plants. Her best option was to ask him
directly, after all she had nothing to lose” what are you planning to make with these magic plants? The
qguantity of such seeds in the market are low, but I'll do my best to provide you with as much as | can.”

Showing a faint smile he said “l want to make a botanical garden but what i need most are plant seeds,
regardless of quality the more the better”

She replied calmly “then | should make preparations so you suffer no loss.”

“I believe in your abilities. This is an important matter for me”

She courteously responded “You are too polite, this is but a minor matter no need to look for help from
others.”

Zhao Hai said with a smile: “we’ll have more chances to cooperate in the future, | just set-up my pasture,
it only has Blue Eye Rabbit, later it will also contain Scaled Wildebeest or perhaps something more
special, or high-level Magic Beast, | also hope that Miss Laura can establish a meat processing factory,
ha-ha.”

“I don’t have such a plan, because the meat processing factory is not profitable enough, and my clan
doesn’t have the experience, therefore we have not meddled in this aspect. “

“Miss Laura, | think your business is limited to hotel industry and food shops, you should unfold toward
the entire industry aspect, for example if you set up the meat processing factory, which contains Magic
Beast that my pasture provides, the quality is in uppermost layer, you also tasted the Blue Eye Rabbit
that | have raised, it was very good right?, Therefore If you want to set up a meat processing business,
my Blue Eye Rabbit will be sold only to you, | believe that depending on my Magic Beast quality and your
sale network. It will definitely be fruitful.”

Laura’s heart was moved, because what Zhao Hai suggested is an extremely good idea ,the Blue Eye
Rabbit that he produces is very good, not only the flavor is very good, but also the magic element inside



is more intense than and ordinary Blue Eye Rabbit, if he produces enormous quantities, the result will be
a positive one.

Zhao Hai looked at Laura’s exited figure and added “This time | will send my servants riding Scaled
Wildebeest to go to Casa City, not only to handle some matters, but also to show Miss Laura the Scaled
Wildebeest that undergoes my careful raising, compared to ordinary ones.”

Laura showed a faint smile and said “I believe Mr. Zhao Hai, please rest assured, after going back, | will
discuss this matter with my clan members.”

“Previously when Miss Laura was attacked | was quit worried about you, now that we are allies please
Miss Laura feel relieved, if there is any problems, feel free to come to me, I'll do my best to help you”

Laura has gawked, at first she was interested in Zhao Hai, because he has saved her, and because she
wanted to rely on the Zhao's strength, but now things changed, he openly admitted that she can have
his help, this was really too important. she knew well that experts relied on their words as contracts, as
long as he said he’ll do something, nothing will stop him from doing it, she could only sigh in relief.
Moreover this time when she contacted Zhao Hai, Laura was sure, Zhao Hai was a smart person, and
moreover he is also a good person, although he is a black Magician, but he was really a good person.

Laura has stood seriously, then said: “Thanks you for these kind words” Laura felt relieved “please don’t
be too polite with me it's my request”

“your requests are my orders, otherwise | wouldn’t ask you to handle that many matters for me, Miss
Laura please feel relieved, later if you meet any troubles that you can not solve, i will do my best to help,
even if you were to be chased down by level nine Expert, as long as you reach Stony Mountain, | can
guarantee your safety.”

Laura could only stare, she didn’t think that he will actually boastfully talk, he must know that nine levels
expert are a formidable existence! Those Experts are legends in the Continent, the people generally
called them ‘semi gods’, meaning they are only poorer than god himself. Facing such Experts, Zhao Hai
dares to say that he can unexpectedly guarantee her safety?



Zhao Hai looked at Laura’s appearance, he knew what she was thinking, however he only dared to say
he can guarantee her safety because he had the power of the space, even if an expert came, as long as
he hid in the space, they will have no idea.

“I can only guarantee you to be safe, and cannot help you, because level nine Expert Is an existence that
i cannot cope with, to speaks the truth, in my possession is one undefined item that the ancestors
handed down from generation to generation and it’s called ‘transmit scroll’, so if you came, | can give
the scroll to travel, but to where you’ll be transported is unknown to me”

Laura then felt relaxed, in the Ark Continent there was a legend about an antiquity Magician. The legend
said that this Magician was incomparably strong, level nine Expert at that time were common existence,
they were true experts who could move mountains, they were formidable and incomparable and were
called the gods of time. Currently before that legend did spread, some deep rooted families had a long
history threading even before the flood happened, and they possessed magical items that they passed
from generation to generation, one of those was the teleportation scroll.

The ‘Transmit scroll’ truly existed on the Continent, more than hundred years ago, bandits and thieves
intruded an Antiquity Magician grave, and found a ‘transmit scroll’, but an unknown person fought
them, afterward the bandits and thieves chased him down, he had ripped open that scroll and vanished,
then reappeared in a forest, thousand kilometers away, which allowed him to flee. Afterward some
people spread the news, and sometime later that person became a big aristocrat.

Also because of this matter people on the Continent knew and respected the family of that person, but
that respect was based on that item that originated from before the flood. Since then many mercenary
soldiers and adventurers, willed to take risk thinking antiquity magic items were worth the danger.

Laura smiled at him and could not even speak, now she is more curious about Zhao Hai status, since the
antiquity magic items are handed down from generation to generation among big families, the ‘transmit
scroll” must be a family heirloom. More importantly what status Zhao holds?

Zhao Hai read about ‘the transmit scroll’ from one of his books, but never thought he will use it as an
excuse, Laura felt unexpectedly relaxed, this made Zhao Hai chuckle. No matter what, it seems antiquity
magical items are extremely powerful.

“Don’t worry if | encounter any issue I'll rely on you.”



Zhao Hai couldn’t help but laugh saying: “my treasure hold immense value, and if | am compelled to use
it then Miss Laura will have to pay a huge price”

She quickly understood the meaning of his words such items are exceptionally rare, even though he
offered to protect her, he made it clear that a price must be paid

He turned to watch the weather state, then slowly turn toward her and added “Miss Laura the dinner is
prepared, after dinner you should head back home, it’s not that | don’t want you here, it’s just | have so
many secrets which I’'m not allowed to share with you, sorry .”

She didn’t care, she knew everyone had his secrets, she was even delighted Zhao related to her some of
his own...but wait dinner?? She knew it’s her favorite dish the Fire Fish

“Rest assured today’s Fire Fish are prepared in a way that you have never tasted before”

Without hesitation she followed him to the dining room. They arrived at the dining room to sit down,
Merine carried the meal immediately, the food was very simple, and the bread was fresh placed in a
wooden basket.

In front of everyone, was placed some roasted rabbit meat, some green vegetables, but in the middle of
the table was a Fire Fish. The way this fish was cooked was different. On the last visit, Zhao’s Fire Fish
had a bluish steam coming out of it. Today, it was a red-roast, no one in this world have tasted
something like this.

Zhao Hai said proudly “the fish you taste here is prepared in way that you’ll never find it in any other
place”

She looked curiously at it before taking a fork to taste it. The fish had only a main-bone so she wouldn’t
have trouble eating it, however once she put it in her mouth the taste was heavenly, sweet and delicate.

Chapter 132



When Laura started eating the Fire Fish, she felt a very special fragrance. She never have tasted this
flavor before. She felt that her entire oral cavity was full of this fragrance; moreover this fragrance also
has started extending at rapid rate. The delicacy was overwhelming.

Laura is a person who enjoys good food, she has eaten all well-known food in the Continent. However all
of that good food is incomparable to what Zhao has presented to her. As a result Laura, felt that every
time she will visit Zhao Hai he will have some pleasant surprises.

Zhao Hai looked at Laura’s appearance, and couldn’t help but show a faint smile, the Chinese delicacy is
not what an ordinary person can resist, although the Ark Continent seasoning varied, it was still inferior
to Earth diversity, aside from the Fire Fish there were some substitute commodities, which made the
dish taste even better.

After a while Laura put the fork down, turned her head to Zhao and said: “could you pass the recipe for
this dish, it’s the most perfect dish | ever ate.”

Zhao Hai answered with a smile: “Small matter, after you go | will prepare it for you, | will also send you
some of my unique vegetables.”

“Sorry for being impolite, although your vegetables are great, but you don’t have a nice wine, next time |
come time, i will bring some with me.”

This made Zhao chuckle. “Well, | hope that Miss Laura could teach me some of the ways to make wine,
some of the best recipes.”

Laura gave an astonished look and asked “Can you also manage a brewery? It’s not easy to manage.”

Zhao smiled and said: “This is only an idea for my business. You see in my territory, there is a mountain
that only have oil plants, | wanted to see if i can plant some wine fruit trees, and the income will be
much stronger than oil plants.”

Laura frowned and said: “Sir, | fear that this is impossible, oil plant lands generally are bad, so it’s not
good to plant other type of fruit trees.”



Zhao smiled and said: “I will just try, anyway, my main industry is not based around those trees. So even
if it fails it’s not a big loss.”

Laura nodded her head and said: “Well, this is not a problem, | can get some wine recipes and tools for
Mr. Zhao, as long as you are willing, you can always brew.”

“That’s good, next time Miss Laura visits, we can maybe drink our own wine, so do not mention it”

Laura was very happy, because not only she obtained the good food recipe, but also because her
cooperation with Zhao deepened, and her relationship with Zhao was more of a secret cut. After having
had the lunch, Zhao Hai has made people load radish for her, Laura naturally packed off the gifts and
left.

After that Laura left, Zhao Hai returned to the living room, suddenly Green said “Young master, should
we start raising Blue Eye Rabbits in the mine tunnels? Anyway, in two days we should feed the Rabbits,
and wait until that Miss Laura sends the tools to extract the oil.”

“Yes, now we have a lot of small rabbit in our hands, feeding them some radish leaves should be okay,
tomorrow we will let them use the roller mill and begin processing corn.”

Green nodded and looked at Zhao Hai saying: “Young master, why did you tell the young lady, if there
are level nine Experts chasing her, she could come to Stony Mountain and guarantee her safety?”

Zhao Hai understood Green’s meaning. The space is their most important secret, if a bystander knows
about the matter, troubles will erupt. He responded calmly “You think that Laura will meet nine levels
Expert? These nine levels Expert are rare as a phoenix feather, and won’t chase Laura, she does not hold
a big value.”

Green Zhao agreed to his argument, but he frowned and said: “Now is not the time to fear, with Laura’s
cooperation with young master Master, she will have huge profits in the future, at that time there might
be level nine experts chasing her.”

Zhao Hai replied with a smile: “relax Grandpa Green, at that time we can also trust Laura.”



Green was still puzzled but quickly changed the subject “Young master, why do you want that many
rabbit skins? Is it useful?”

“l want to prepare the rabbit skins for later, when winter arrives, the temperature will be low, and what
will happens to the slaves? Even if we seal the windows and doors, they will also have to go out, when
that happens will they not be freezing?”

Green smiled and shook his head saying: “I also really forgot about this matter, right, we should prepare
and avoid such thing.”

Zhao Hai showed a faint smile, then his complexion suddenly changed, he turned his head and said to
Green: “Grandpa Green, immediately call Grandma Merine and Meg, there is an accident at Iron
Mountain fort!!”

Green seeing Zhao Ha's expression change, immediately runs to call them.

But at this time, thinking about this matter, Laura was curious about Zhao Hai, she couldn’t figure his
identity or status. She thought he was a big aristocrat descendant, but his lack of customs(manners) and
seeds showed the opposite, furthermore he held the ancient ‘transmit scroll’, a legendary item. For
these reason Laura was left confused and unable to think.

Most importantly, it was clear that Zhao was short on coins. Even though he said that he’ll send his
servants on Scaled Wildebeest as an excuse to show her the quality of his products, she was sure aside
those Scaled Wilde Beasts and undead he didn’t have any other riding animals, plus his animals and
plants are only low-end products across the continent. Moreover, his life style was very simple and his
servant’s number was limited. For all these reasons she came to a conclusion that his economic strength
was weak. She also noticed that he values the coins, for her, the sum of money exchanged for his goods
is nothing much, but for an average person, it’s huge.

It can be said that in the Laura’s eyes, Zhao Hai is a contradictory marriage, with the status he holds and
style of conduct seems somewhat contradictory. These contrasts left Laura see Zhao Hai shrouded by
mystery. However she decided to cooperate with Zhao, not for the benefit, not for his strength, but for
his benevolence.



Laura thought of a second possibility, which consisted of Zhao gradually gaining her respect to build a
powerful partnership. She saw Zhao’s economy situation, and yet he is making money rather slow and
steady, but never took advantage of her, As a result her admiration to the black mage grew even more.

Nier sat in Laura’s side, looked at the Laura’s appearance, and couldn’t help but ask with a smile: “young
lady is thinking of Mr. Zhao Hai? That’s what grandfather Kun said, do you really like him?”

Laura stared then said “nonsense! | don’t’ know what the future holds, his business just started, hence
he really needs our financial help. If he was a normal person he wouldn’t cooperate with us and have a
life-saving obligation toward the Markey clan. But he actually did, and more importantly he didn’t use it
to his advantage to extract gold from me. As you can see we are both in a win-win situation. | truly
admire his personality”

Nier was puzzled when she replied “but didn’t he accept the expensive magical staff and robe?”

"what does a small girl like you know, the reason the gentleman accepted these things was to let us feel
owing him benevolence, and like this we can work on equal grounds, otherwise you think that Mr. Zhao
will accept that indifferent thing...really? Considering the item in his disposal, that robe and staff were
worth nothing”

Nier smiled in a puzzled way and asked “l was wondering why he accepted the gifts quickly, | thought it
was because of his greed or maybe low status”

Laura looked at Nier and showed a faint smile “Silly thing, he might not be arrogant, he might not even
be a junior of a big family, but he definitely has a great lofty character”

“I never thaught that Mr. Zhao is actually a gentleman!”

Laura looked at Nier’s blushing face, she had an innocent look, and was kept from the outside world so
she never got contaminated by any bad thoughts. She was as pure as clean water staring at the Stony
mountain direction. Deep in her heart was imprinted the image of Zhao’s black robes.

At this point Nier saw Zhao in a whole new image



Chapter 133

Back at Stony Rock Mountain.

Previously Zhao didn’t relate what’s the accident that happened at Black Wasteland, but with Zhao's
call, Green quickly made the preparations. As soon as the party entered the living room they were
teleported to Iron Mountain Fort.

In the courtyard stood four people staring at their surroundings, the fort was as peaceful as ever. Green
gave a puzzled look and asked “young master... what’s the matter?!

Zhao calmly responded “sorry for not explaining, there are intruders in the Black Wasteland, mostly
envoys of an aristocratic family. Outside the castle are 5 intruders stirring trouble, four are already dead
the last one is cornered by my undead, we can’t let them leave otherwise it will be troublesome to deal
with them, grandpa Green please go bring him here”

He didn’t hesitate he quickly turned around and made his way outside the castle. Merine looked at his
disappearing back and said “coming to make trouble huh? Why would they do that?”

Zhao answered with a cold voice “they want us dead. Until then they won't feel relieved”

Green quickly came back, in his hand was a corpse. This person’s strength wasn’t high, only around the
6th level. This figure was black and swollen.

“Young master, at the moment he saw me, he swallowed a pill and quickly died”

Zhao nodded with an ugly expression “he thought death will save him from me” he waved the ghost
staff, suddenly a black cloud covered the corpse, it was a high leveled black magic spell called ‘the sleepy
spirit technique’, the point behind the naming is: when the spell is cast and the skeleton is raised it will
keep a strand of the corpse’s spirit in the body, therefore it will keep it's memory. That’s the difference
between the high leveled spell and the lower one called ‘hammer the bone’ which only consist of
forging a body with no will.



The corpse came back to life and bowed, Zhao on the other hand nodded and asked “who are you and
who are your subordinates?!”

“This one is called Ink Line, and is the leader of the 5th squad, I’'m an envoy of the Purcell family
accompanied by four other people”

“How many squads in total, and how many men are in each squad?! “

“There are 10 squads in total, 2 were wiped out in stony mountain so only 8 remains. Each one holds 50

”

men.
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Zhao asked “what’s the point of you five people coming here?

“We received orders to scout the area of Black wasteland, and see if you are dead, in case you are alive
we are to head back and report immediately”

Zhao put the undead in the space and started walking toward the living room. At this moment Rockhead
and Blockhead arrived from outside the castle and noticed the situation. So nobody dared to act
unreasonably.

He sat down while Green followed him, face grim he said “I haven’t thought that the Purcell family will
be this strong, they must even have suffered a complete wipe out at stony mountain and yet they still
have that many strong soldiers.”

Zhao responded “that’s not strange, after all they have ruled for so many years. But if they start paying
attention to us now, that would be troublesome”

Merine said with a calm face “I heard that the Purcell family have two level nine experts that’s why we
had the engagement with them, it might not be strange if even the current king wanted to meddle with
our affairs. Plus a long time ago the Buda family had an agreement with the old king to infiltrate the
Purcell family and help him disintegrate it bit by bit”



Zhao was shocked he never thought the aim behind his engagement would be this wicked, but at the
same time it made him puzzled. So he asked “grandpa Green, grandma Merine, according to what you
said we must have a very intimate relation with old king, furthermore the imperial family only copes
with the important pieces of the board games, if it wasn’t for us standing in the wrong team we
wouldn’t be here right ?! We are already banished in this barren lands does it really matter anymore?

'”

Green’s complexion grew uglier and said with an ashamed tone “of-course it matters, you see before
the current king sat on the throne he had the help of the big aristocrats. The very aristocrats the old king
wished to get rid of. So to take their revenge they have firstly killed the king and tried to exterminate
anyone of his servants. So certainly they won't let us off that easily”

Zhao frowned he never thought that the situation will be as such, it seems that these aristocrats held
some power and could do whatever they wanted.

Merine interrupted his train of thoughts saying “every Purcell envoy have died today, so normally they
will send more”

Zhao nodded and said “it seems they are watching our movements because of the engagement, plus
they also want to see if we survived the first beast tide. If we renounce that engagement, it’s possible
that they won’t mind us anymore. Its better we do it first and take away any reason they have to meddle
in our affairs”

Green smiled and replied “this marriage isn’t a good thing, after we got in trouble they didn’t even move
an inch to help us, which is not very good for their reputation “

“I don’t know what is their aim, however it can’t be superficial. Otherwise why would they suspect us at
such a sorry state? Is there any method to deal with them?”

Other people in the room were thinking, they knew that it’s not easy to deal with Purcell family

Suddenly Blockhead interrupted the silence saying “young master why not send some undead to ravage
their lands so they won’t have time to deal with us?”



Before Zhao could even respond Green shook his head and said “absolutely not, if they know that we
survived the bestial tide, and the beasts passed beyond the black wastelands, they will suspect our
young master’s identity and it will attract even more attention”

The room fell back to silence, everyone was trying hard to find a solution. Meg impatiently said “we
can’t deal with the Purcell family unless they have a disaster. But that’s not the case, this year’s weather
and crops were outstanding, plus there is no way an insect plague will hit them anytime soon”

Zhao showed and an unexpected smile and said “Grandpa Green, unless an insect plague infects their
grains they wouldn’t have time for us, where is their granary?!”

Green stared in shock “Yes, Purcell duchy’s grain main production area is the Llica Plains, it’s a very
fertile land which holds a massive granary that contains enough grains to feed the whole duchy for one
year, this granary have great importance !”

Zhao laughed loudly “Ha-ha insect plague ha-ha, we can make it happen, let’s see if they can scheme
with no food!”
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Green was excited and yet puzzled, because he and the other Buda servants didn’t know all the space’s
abilities. Amongst those abilities are the ones to summon weed, insects, and mosquitoes. Zhao himself
almost forgot about them and he never thought that he would actually use them.

In the farming game these abilities were considered an amusement factor. If Meg haven’t mentioned
the insects he would never have thought about it.

Insect plagues are the nightmare of every country, especially ‘locust waves’ that are very famous for the
gargantuan amount of damage it leaves behind. However Zhao can summon ‘pork insects’ which also
leads to the destruction of crops.

Once Zhao releases the insects, the crops in Lica plain will be entirely ravaged. Moreover, nobody will
think that it was artificially triggered.



Zhao noticed Green’s puzzlement and explained “Grandpa Green, grandma Merine, the space have
several other uses which | never thought will be useful, so | never told you about them ha-ha it seems
these functions are pretty handy”

Green still confused asked “What functions? Does it have any relation with insect plagues?!”

Zhao answered with a faint smile “yea...kind of, in total, there are 3 abilities which allow the summoning
of pests, weed, and mosquitoes. With the first tool (pests) I’'m able to release insects toward farmlands,
it’s very effective destroying crops. The second one (weed) has the same effect, it allows me to summon
weeds that will compete with crops for nutrition, therefore reducing the amount of the crop production.
The final one allows the massive discharge of mosquitoes, sadly | can’t use it yet”

On the ark continent, there were insects called mosquitoes, so naturally Zhao didn’t have to change the
name.

Green couldn’t believe what he just heard so he had to make sure “young master are you sure it can
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emit insects to destroy crops?

Zhao smiled and added “yes, unlike the land improvement | can use it without daily restraints”

The old man was delighted “Good, good, then we can go back to Stony Mountain then set off to Llica
plains to ravage it, once we are done we can just break off the engagement “

Zhao nodded and said “the people they sent are all dead, unless they can confirm it, they can’t make any
move until then, we have enough time to deal with them”

Green replied “It’s true, there is enough time to travel from Casa city to the Llica plains and come back
to stony mountain, but unfortunately not many people can go on this journey otherwise it will be
troublesome”

“Yes, but you can stay in the space, just in case any problems occur”



That statement was wise. Because now, that the majority of his high leveled undead are deployed, Zhao
was somewhat weak. He also can’t move the undead that are guarding both of his castles.

Merine wasn’t worried either, she knew he had the power of the space. As long as he hid inside it
nothing can harm him. Furthermore he can just teleport back to one of the castles. Initially, when Zhao's
farm reached level ten he gained the ability to put down three transmission points, even though these
points were fixed Zhao had only deployed two.

But for the time being Stony Mountain can’t be empty, they had to deal with Laura.

Two days later. The second caravan sent by Laura arrived with wooden barrels and tools. The
preparations to begin oil pressing were almost complete. However Laura only sent 200 barrel. These
wooden barrels can hold 200 Jin (0.5 kg) each. On the other hand Zhao can produce 20.000 jin of oil in
almost five days. So he sent a word with the caravan master, Sean. First to notify Laura that he needs
more wooden Barrels; second to let her know that he won’t be available for some time, but if these is
any urgent matter she can still come to Stony Mountain.

Sean didn’t dare be impolite, even though his authority grew he was very careful to not neglect any of
Zhao’s demand. Because deep in his heart he knew that the black mage was Laura’s trusted friend and
helper.

After the caravan left, Zhao and green also started their journey and made their way to the Llica plains.
On their travel they rested in bright day and only traveled at night. That way they can avoid the locals
and adventurers.

Soon they arrived at the Llica plains, the main source of food in the Purcell duchy. But sadly it was
slightly far from the city, so there was no time for reinforcements to arrive instantly if a disaster was to
hit the fertile lands.

Originally Casa city was built as a trading post, because not only it was the intersection of multiple
trading routes but it was adjacent to the Yudai River which made aquatic transportation quite easy.

The Purcell family went through all this trouble to build Casa city was because of two reasons; first, the
city’s location was very beneficial. Second, they didn’t have to worry about defending the Llica plains.



As the name suggests the Llica plains is a completely flat piece of land that stretches as far as the eyes
can see. However its defenses capabilities are limited. Still that land has great importance to the Purcell
family, the entire family’s economy was based on the grains produced here.

After all grains show the economical might of a duchy. Even though grains are the most basic type of
food it still allowed the Purcell family to rule over the land. The family even deployed multiple method
to spread its complete authority over the Llica plains.

With the control over the grain production, the Purcell family was able to raise a shocking number of
soldiers to guard the Llica plains. Furthermore these 5000 soldier don’t relocate at all. Additionally every
soldier was extremely fierce. The expenses spent on the guards is extremely shocking.
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Outside the Llica plains is a wind breaking barrier. This barrier is made out of tall thick trees, thorn vines,
and ‘crown of thorns’. These two types of plants are very common in the Ark continent, they are used as
sort of protection. Even though their defense is low it’s still capable of holding against low leveled
Magical Beasts.

The Llica plains are so huge, some say it even exceeded a million mu (Note: 1m mu = 666,6 km2). To
encircle such big lands definitely require a large amount of resources. However the plains are special,
there are no aristocrats nor common people only the slaves of the Purcell’s family and their soldiers.

Naturally to cultivate a land as big as the Llica plains it needs at least several hundred thousand workers.
But in reality there are over a million slave in the fertile land! a million slave ! That’s comparable to a
medium size town. In other words the Purcell family have a medium size slave town!

The Purcell family is one of the powerful families in the Aksu Empire. No wonder they are not afraid of
exterminating the Buda family.



The old king wanted powerful families as his loyal vassals, however the Purcell family only pursued
benefits. On the other hand the Buda family was like a blade in his hand. if it wasn’t for the pressure
from the senior king the Purcell family would have never accepted the marriage engagement.

Evan from the Purcell family, is the respected head of the clan. Nobody can deny that he is a good
person. In time of his youth he travelled and experienced many things, and once he ran into Adam’s
father and they became good friends.

But matters changed and he even became the grand duke of the Purcell duchy and helped the Buda
family many times. But now he couldn’t do anything. As a person in charge he had to assume his
responsibilities to defend both the Purcell duchy and the benefits of the old aristocrats. Therefore he
was forced to oppose the Buda Family.

Moreover, beside the head of the household exists what’s called the Elder Assembly. This assembly is
composed by the elders of the direct descendants and collateral branches of the Purcell family. Forming
a big net based on benefits, and trapping Evan, the head of the family, in the middle of it.

After the sudden death of the old king and the fall of the Buda family, Evan wanted to help, but he was
helpless, Green and Merine feared that without Evan’s secret efforts Adam would have died a long time
ago. But once his secret actions were exposed by the Elder assembly, those elders joined up to exert
pressure on him. Which resulted in the decrease of his authority, he himself felt he was nothing more
than a puppet.

After all, he was a member of the Purcell family and his blood was theirs, and couldn’t be separated
from his family. He chose to take a neutral stance as a bystander. He understood he was only an
ornament with no value that can be replaced with little effort from the elders.

Evan’s daughter is named Rihana, but sadly she doesn’t cope him because of her mother. Her mother is
the daughter of an elder and her marriage with Evan was only to control him.

Under the influence of her mother, Rihana lost faith in her father and aligned with her grandfather.



Under the pressure of the old king Rihana and Adam were destined to elope. But now they both want to
break the engagement yet incapable fearing to lose their reputation.

However Rihana methods were inpatient, gaining the agreement of her grandfather, she sent scouts to
the Black Wasteland to report the state of the Buda Family, and incase Adam was still alive she wanted
to kill him. But she never thought that Zhao would retaliate and summon an insect plague.

Zhao and Green were standing the Llica square, they passed many villages but they still could see
common people. These people have given their fertile lands to the Purcell family and could only scrap
whatever they could from the barren lands surrounding the Llica plains. And naturally their living
difficulty increased many times.

The common people can’t go into the Llica plains; first because the army of the Purcell family usually
patrols around the borders, second because of the wind breaking barrier.

Currently Green and Zhao were standing outside the barrier. It seems the most fragile part of the barrier
was at least 100m wide!

III

Zhao sighed and said “this Purcell family is really rich aside the manpower they have such a thorn wal

Green nodded and replied “this is the wealth accumulated from their aristocrats over a thousand years
of ruling, | heard it took those over 50 years to build this barrier. Tens of thousands of slaves died in the
building process!”

Zhao sucked some cold air, just looking at the dense layer of thorns and wood got his heart thumping.
Even though he knew that Green was exaggerating he was sure numerous souls were lost for this
defensive belt.

“Why bother with breaking through, if we have enough people we can just restore the common civilian
status, anyway slavery can’t last for long “



Green didn’t respond, he was puzzled by Zhao's statement, because for tens of thousands of years
slavery existed in the Ark continent, so how does the young master dare to say such words?!

Zhao noticed and said “Grandpa Green, it’s still early why don’t we rest here today and tomorrow we
head to the plains?”

Green didn’t oppose him, since it was almost night, and they couldn’t do much in less than three hours.
And from the space they looked at the situation of Stony Mountain. It was as peaceful as ever, Laura
also sent another batch of 1000 wooden barrels, so now they can officially start their oil pressing
business.

In his journey to the Llica plains it took five days, but for the oil pressing machines were operated by
undead. He used the power of his Scaled wildebeests to run the machines. However he turned the
beasts not into skeletons but rather zombies.

Zombies are a type of high-grade undead compared with skeletons. A first level skeleton battle
efficiency is very weak, however a first level Zombie has strength compared to that of a second level
warrior. Additionally to turn the dead into zombies is ten times harder than turning corpses into
skeletons, therefore normal black magicians won’t raise zombies.

Although zombie’s battle proficiency is high, its motion is slow. So a zombie against ten skeletons won’t
win. Even still its fighting efficiency is not really weak. For example a first-level Blue Iron Zombie. This
zombie's strength and defense are of high caliber, and if it wasn’t slow it can cope with a third level
warrior, however since it’s slow even a first level warrior can dodge its attacks, and just in case he was
hit he won’t die of severe wounds.

Nonetheless, a 2nd level zombie is comparable to that of a 2nd level skeletons. On the other hand a 3rd
level zombie is called a Bronze Zombie. This zombie has the strength of a fourth level warrior.

The fourth level Zombies are called’ Poisonous Corpses’. A Zombie of this rank is able to use toxins as an
attack method. A fifth level zombie is called a ‘Tsian deDelopment Bank Zombie’, this one have stronger
defense, faster movements, and deadlier attacks.

A sixth level Zombie Is a ‘Silver Zombie’. A seventh level zombie is a “Yakkin Zombie’. Eighth leveled one
is a ‘Golden Zombie’. A finally ninth leveled zombies are called ‘Zombie Emperors’.



But sadly on the Ark continent the highest level of Zombies are the ‘Poisonous Corpses’. And even a
third level Zombie is difficult to come by, so most black magicians have only skeletons in their
repertoire.

Chapter 136

Big round of applause to ‘Brandon Pittman’ and ‘Lucas Binter’

Zhao made zombies, because he wanted to see the difference between zombies and skeletons, but he
did not think that after he made a zombie, all the undead existed the space had turned into zombies or
become a combination of zombies and skeletons. They become Martial Demons!

These zombie’s skin and flesh protection is very strong, comparable to leather armor, bones are harder
than steel, but they are pale and cannot breathe, their outside looks like normal humans, but their eyes
have an air of death in them.

Most importantly, these undead were already toxic. In addition, their poison was enhanced by the space
and became more deadly. At the same time, it (the space) even strengthened their attack methods, for
example some undead had their fingernails grow and become strong and mighty.

On the Ark Continent few people can meet Martial demons, that existence is very strong in the initial
period, below the fifth level, enemies of same rank can be defeated quite easily. However starting from
the fifth level is another story. Advancing from fifth level to above is challenging to break through.
Nonetheless the difference between each level in either magical or battle qi is astonishing.

Regarding a Martial demon person, after crossing the fifth level, the difficulty to reach a new level is
doubled, that’s why it’s pretty easy to for them to give up on cultivation. Because a Martial demon must
maintain his rank for a period of time and build a good foundation for his cultivation to avoid
overstating. Making it harsh to have big achievements.

Although the level seven demon warriors are very fierce, but those who can rush to that level are very
few, so a lot of big geniuses in the Ark Continent think that they can become a Martial demon, but in the



end most stop at the fifth stage, because of the lack of means to rise to the sixth, so as result only a few
rose to the sixth level, even if so, it may need a miracle to pass to the seventh level.

Now on the Ark Continent, the people know that Martial demon’s talents is shocking, if one cultivates
with enough time and resources in one special type of power it’s quite easy to become an eighth level
expert. But because of Martial demons have a special cultivation, they actually can become a sixth
leveled or seventh leveled with several masteries.

In the space these undead had several upgrades, they are now like Zhao, with a power of the seventh
level, but they can only use magic based attacks because of that, their melee ability is not very strong,
they have not studied Battle Qi nor the feat of arms, and can only carry on to make war based on their
instincts.

These Magic Beast that came out from Carrion Swamp gained flesh and blood. But to other people’s
battle efficiency, these undead are terrifying. These beast were fighters since birth then raised to life
after their death, furthermore the Carison Swamp is not a peaceful place. Aside the beastial tide, the
undead battle each other the whole time, so whether those undead or magic beasts, they have a very
rich battle experience.

Zhao haven’t thought that he can achieve such result, so this made him very happy, now he have more
than 1000 level seven martial demons. More than 1000 level seven monster? What concept is that?
Why would he fear the Purcell family anymore? If they don’t engage with level nine experts, the Purcell
family will be at a huge disadvantage.

Fighting against level nine experts in his current state is impossible. With the large gap of two levels, a
loss is guaranteed. It’s unfortunate that every big family on the continent have a level nine expert, with
such enemies Zhao can only be overcautious

Zhao and Green Rested for day in the space, and their condition finally is restored to its peak, during the
day time, Merine came to the space and made food for Zhao, Merine has been worried about Zhao. He
on the other hand enjoyed the motherly love she showed him and could only enjoy her delicacies.

Regarding Merine and Green, Zhao respects them very much, he sees them as his own grandparents,
these two respectable old people, have offered their life to the Buda Family, and offered their own
children to the Buda Family, regarding such person, Zhao did not dare to disrespect.



It has been five days since Zhao left Casa City, but in his inventory exists enough oil fruit and radishes of
22 season worth of planting and harvesting. The more astonishing thing is that each mu in his space
produces 8000 Jin (1jin = 0.5kg) of magical radishes. In other words he had enough to trade with Laura
for a long time

In the pasture, he also received 2000 adult big Rabbits, and soon he can collect a large amount of
rabbits, in other words in the present he has, 2000 large rabbit, 1000 are now mature. Even more, in
total he have a full 100,000 rabbit. Zhao truly underestimated the reproductive capacity of the space.

Zhao stopped planting any vegetables in the space, because after he summons the insects in the Llica
plains, the Purcell duchy will have a food shortage, and so starvation will occur. As a result Zhao is
preparing to plant some corn, which might sell.

Although Zhao plans to deal with the Purcell family with the insect plague, but he doesn’t want to create
a miserable scene where everybody starves to death. The Llica plains produce most of the Purcell
family’s food. Therefore, if the Llica plains never produces again, there will be a huge pressure on the
Purcell family due the shortage of food.

There will be a disaster, who will be in the bitterest situation? It will not be those nobles, who are rich,
but it will be those ordinary people. So if the Purcell Duchy have a shortage of food, then those common
people will be miserable, perhaps as time passes they will start eating each other’s flesh.

Zhao truly hates the Purcell family for causing him such trouble. But he isn’t ready to carry the burden of
countless deaths. A food shortage doesn’t sound like a serious problem, but in reality it’s the worst.

Moreover Zhao has also thought that if he solves the Purcell family food crisis with his planted corn, he
will not only gain a lot of money, but he can also promote the status of Laura in the heart of the Markey
family.

So naturally if Zhao wants to make an appearance through corn, then he must only sell it to Laura so she
can gain a lot of authority in the Purcell family and her natural position in their hearts would be
increased.



However now these are only expectations, Zhao can’t be sure that everything will go his way, because
the Purcell family own many other big farms, these large farms have the ability to produce a large
qguantity of food in a short time, so these big farms probably have the ability to solve the food shortage.

In next evening, Zhao and Green came out from space, Green brought Zhao to pass through the
windbreak zone and enter the Llica plain.

As he Entered the Llica plain, Zhao was shocked, he was born in north of China, which had many plains,
but the population of China was huge at that time, you could see loads of people. But on the contrary
here, you could only see the rolling green waves of immature cereals, you simply cannot find people,
cannot see houses, cannot see the trees, that scene could be described as shocking.

Green was also shocked, he sighted and said “This is too beautiful, too magnificent, | haven’t thought
that such a scenery could be forged from planting.”

Zhao also recovered and said “This is nothing, as time passes we will also turn the black wastelands to
something more beautiful than this.”

The Black Wasteland land, compared to this plain, is way bigger, if it improves, they possibly will have a
scenery more chocking than here.

Now the sky was dark, and yet Zhao and Green didn’t evoke chaos, they were simply looking around and
carefully inspecting the situation in the fields.

No common people lives here In the Llica plain. On the other hand, the plain has many villages most of
them has houses with thatched roofed huts, those house are occupied by slaves, and it seems like a
steward is looking after them. There are dozens of slaves which are distributed throughout the plains,
passing their life serving the Purcell family.

However Zhao and Green also noted, the life style of these slaves compared to other slaves outside the
place is luxurious, they eat flour baked foods, and their clothes are also complete. Unlike slaves
elsewhere, they are not divided into teams, but they are put in families, if it wasn’t for their branded
bodies they would look like common people.



Chapter 137 - Pest Crisis

Actually, this is in fact what Zhao had imagined it to be, just like in the Black Wastes. Zhao would never
send anyone to manage them. Rather, he would let the slaves build villages and let them restore their
identity as normal civilians.

It seems like the Purcell clan also understand this concept. To get the horse run, you have to let the
horse graze. Give the slaves a better life than other slaves, let them build their own families, and let
them reproduce. In fact, even if the Purcell clan is a respected and big clan, it is impossible to buy
several hundred thousand slaves each year to supplement the need for workforce. Instead then, they let
the slaves increase their number by letting them get married and have children. Since those children are
born from slave parents, these children are also slaves already after being born.

Zhao and Green saw several small villages, didn't observe them much as they have an important matter
to do first.

Zhao chose a location far away from the villages and stopped. He has not yet attacked using pests and
would like to see what this ability can do.

Green is standing next to to the motionless Zhao, really curious as to how powerful the ability would be.
Both of them unexpectedly thought of the same thing.

Zhao slowly raised his Ghost Staff and whispered "Cast Pest".

Immediately, the Ghost Staff sent a projection in front of Zhao. Then the voice said "Please select the
host cast area, 1 acre, 10 acres, 100 acres".

Zhao immediately understood what it meant and chose 100 acres. The projection didn't disappear after,
instead changes pictures and the voice said "Please select the cast density, one (per plant) two (per
plant), three (per plant), four (per plant), five (per plant). " Altogether, five options.

Zhao thinks, looked at the crops that looked like wheat, with a heavy heart, chose the highest per plant,
which is five.



Zhao thought he has finished up, has not thought that again the images on the projection changes and
the voice said: "Please select the duration of survival of the pests, a day, ten days, a month".

Zhao immediately choose a month, the voice didn't said anything after and then the projection
vanished. Instead, a yellow light comes out of the Ghost Staff, it flashed and disappeared. Then Zhao and
Green heard rustling sounds coming from the wheat fields in front of them. They looked down, in their
hearts, they feel scared.

The wheat field in front of them, on each wheat has five large insects, desperately chewing the wheat.

Zhao and Green looked at the scene, their scalp tingling. They did not think that these pests can eat up
the wheat so fast.

Zhao straightened himself, took a deep breath. Green stood up, shocked, looks at Zhao and said
:"Master, is this what you said "Cast Pest" function?"

Zhao nodded and said: "Yes, this the "Cast Pest" function, which in front of us attacks the 100 acres
field, in which 5 pest is on each wheat plant".

Green looked at the wheat in from of them and was shocked more, in this stretch of good wheat field,
suddenly there are large insects, five on each plant. This is really too scary, a godlike ability. Zhao has not
told Green that these pests have a month long life, though he is not clear about this himself. He thought
that in this one month, the Purcell clan will kill the pests steadily as soon as they know of it, making it
impossible for these insects to live for a month, thus not telling Green about it.

However, Green also saw people in the scene, remembered the space magic, thus quickly calming down
and said: "Master, do we put the pests to other places?"

Zhao nodded and said: "We will, we will surely cast them, | want these pests to eat all the wheat in the
Ica plains".

Green chuckled, Zhao jumped across the hundreds of acres of field while casting pests all over, then
continuing to the next place.



Zhao didn't know the total area of the ruined wheat fields. He casts pest all over the field in an orderly
manner, starting from the woods, letting the Purcell clan think that this pests are a natural in the area.

This evening, Zhao and Green are really tired as they kept running all over the place. Zhao did not put
out the special zombie that he had. Strange to say, when he makes a zombie, undead in space also
looked like zombie, though the appearance didn't change, which is a very good thing for Zhao.

This time, Zhao did not released any undead, because it is too big, easily exposing them and leaves
traces. Once the people of Purcell clan sees those traces, they might conclude that the pest plague is
artificial, in which case, ain't amusing.

It will be dawn in three hours, Zhao and Green returned to the space to rest. Green knew that the slaves
won't be working not until the sky is completely bright, supervisors won't let them rest for a long time. If
they wait till it is dawn to rest, they might leave some traces and be found out.

They are really tired that night, after entering the space, went to bed immediately. The situation on the
fields though, is actually a lot more awful than what they had imagined.

Zhao underestimated the destructive power of the pests to the crops. Five large bugs that never stops
gnawing the the wheat, the damage is hard to imagine. that night, there are many wheat plants that has
become just a pole rod.

More frightening is that those large bugs, after gnawing a wheat, has not disappeared, instead crawled
onto other wheat plants.

Zhao had not counted the fact that in just that night, they had changed more than a hundred places,
which was all due to Green being an eight level warrior. Otherwise, this degree is impossible to achieve.

In other words, Zhao and Green, just this evening, has placed enough pests to more than a hundred
places of wheat fields, 5 bugs on each wheat plant. This mighty insect army had began to develop,
already has eaten the wheat plants in those 100 acres of wheat fields.



Zhao and Green went into the space and sleep, so naturally they did not know what's happening
outside. Upon daybreak, slaves starts to work on the fields, mainly to remove weeds and kill bugs if they
find any.

Right now, the farming season is not on a busy stage, therefore, the slaves are relaxed while going to the
field to inspect them.

Zhao let the pests on that land, as a slave started to inspect, he looked stupid, scalp tingling.

Large insects was gnawing on the young wheat plants, basically seeing no complete plant at all, leaving
only a green straw.

Forget about the slaves, not even the supervisors looked stupidly on the scene, cannot believe what
they are seeing, this is just too terrible.

Suddenly, a slave responded, shouts loudly while keeping the wheat on hand, while stamping the pests
on the ground.

With the slave's action, other slaves begun to throw the pests on the ground and trample them with
their feet.

The supervisor has gotten sober, complexion not looking good, looks around. He did not go along with
the slaves to kill the pests, instead, turned around and ran back to their village.in the small village,
scaled wildbeasts are being raised. They are usually used for farming, but in case of emergency, can be
used as a ride to deliver messages.

Just that the supervisor have seen, these bugs didn't just infested a small area. He looked around and
has seen that a large area of wheat fields had been attacked already. Although not sure of the scale of
damage, but one thing is for sure, if the pests won't be suppressed the soonest possible time, there will
be a big reduction in the grain yield in the Ica plains.

What the supervisor does not know is that, like him, many of the supervisors around Ica plains are
already doing the same thing, riding scaled wildbeasts to run toward the relay station of the Purcell clan.



The reason why the slaves gives in so much effort to suppress the pests infestation is that if their grain
harvest was to be reduced, the amount of food they obtain also gets reduced. In turn, their life would
not be too good, if food is reduced, they will also be sad.Every village has a relay station placed by the
Purcell clan. It is like a small inn, usually used as message relay stations, the place is also where they give
aid to the slaves and be used as granaries during harvest time.

This is how the Purcell clan control the whole of Ica plains. Whenever there's any sign of trouble, they
can obtain the news the shortest possible time.

Chapter 138 - Urgent Report

Nate was the stationmaster of the relay station. This job was a very lucrative position in the Purcell clan.
A stationmaster distributes aid to the slaves and deduct a part of the harvests if necessary. Further, they
are responsible for raising atleast 12 Wind Chasing Horses or Flame Colts that were used to pass
messages among relay stations. Their feeds are more refined than the feeds of the common scaled
wildbeasts. This feed was what Nate usually embezzle.

The situation in the relay station of the Ica plains was a very common occurrence throughout the duchy.
It was almost regarded as an open secret because the stationmasters were usually a clan member, in
which many benefits through the embezzlement.

Although the Purcell clan was handling the situation poorly, it doesn't mean they don't care. As long as
the normal operation of the relay station was maintained and the amount of the slaves dying was
minimal, they won't say anything about it. The clan will enforce a heavy punishment if these were not
met.

It was for this reason that although it was quite a petty job, it was still a lucrative post. Working as the
stationmaster for several years will also enable you to return to Casa City as a pensioner when you reach
old age.

As the nephew of the Foreign Housekeeper of the Purcell clan, Nate's position has been arranged, since
he lacked the talent as a practitioner. It was so that he can earn some gold coins and have a comfortable
retirement life in Casa city.



Although he can't go back to Casa City often since he was responsible for manning the relay station
everyday, at least his life was comfortable. He knew he lacked the talent as a practitioner, so he did not
have any thoughts of pursuing it. He just wants to do the job for several more years so that he can retire
in Casa City comfortably.

Nate smiled while thinking about his clan who lives in Casa City. Six years ago, his wife lives with him
here in the relay station. But after having a child, he took them to Casa City for the child's education. The
child now goes to Casa City Demon Military Institute. Although the child can't be a magician, having a
healthy body makes the child a good warrior material.

As he thinks of his mischievous son, Nate becomes happier. He was humming a song while walking out
of the room, going straight to the kitchen. He got a small pot of wine along with two dishes of
vegetables and then loudly said: “Garson, Carol, come and accompany your elder brother to drink 2 cups
of wine”.

Garson and Carlo are Nate's deputies. They were also relatives of some elders in the Purcell clan. Just
like Nate, their positions were both arranged, thus making the relationship between the three of them
fairly good.

Suddenly, they heard bursts of hoofs coming towards them. Nate was surprised for a moment. He then
listened carefully to where the sound came from. The sound didn't came from the direction of the old
fort of the Purcell clan, Fort Benniu, instead, it came from the direction of the Ica plains.

His face sank, he did not fear the sound of the hoofs if they came from Fort Benniu. It meant that
commodities were to be delivered to their relay station. What he fears were the sound of the hoofs that
came from the Ica plains, as this meant there's an emergency or accident that had happened.

The Purcell clan gives great importance on the Ica plains, thus, no matter what happened, the Purcell
clan should know of it immediately.

Nate threw the pot of wine he has in his hands and immediately directed his two deputies saying:
“Prepare the flames horses quickly, there maybe an accident in Ica plains”.



Garson and Carlo frozed for a moment, then quickly moved and prepared the horses. They knew that
Nate had been the stationmaster for 8 years. Although he didn't get any promotion, his high familiarity
with how it works within the Ica plains made them follow him without hesitation.

Just before they move, Nate's heart sank. In the distant horizon, he can see a man madly whipping his
horse moving quickly towards the station. Judging by the looks of it, he knew that the situation was a lot
worse than what he had imagined it to be.

As soon as the man reached the gate, Nate immediately asked: “Tyne, what happened?”

The pale-faced Tyne responded: “Senior Nate, my district is in a bad situation. A large-scale pest
infestation is happening right now. Please report it immediately to the clan, otherwise the grain yield
this year would be greatly reduced.”

Nate was stunned and it took some time before he collected his thoughts and said: “How could a pest
infestation suddenly occur?”

The paled-face Tyne replied: “I have no idea, yesterday it was all normal. But this morning, we found a
large number of huge white insects gnawing on the wheat plants. If they are not eliminated, the
consequences would be unthinkable. If possible, | hope the clan can send a high level magician and an
army of a thousand warriors.”

Nate was startled after hearing what Tyne said. Asking for a hundred warriors was the usual request to
respond to a pest infestation. But right now, Tyne was asking for a high-level magician and a thousand
army. Nate looked at Tyne and said: “Are you saying the problem is really severe?”

Tyne smiled and said: “Senior Nate, the situation at hand right now is worst than you think it is. | suggest
telling the clan to start preparing a strategic plan to counter the infestation”.

Nate silently agreed. He knows that Tyne was a warrior of the Purcell clan in the past, was injured and
later assigned as a supervisor. Precisely because of his past that Nate knew he is reliable. When Tyne
said that there's a need for a strategic plan, it meant the problem was really serious.



After thinking things over, Nate said: “Alright, I'llimmediately leave for Fort Benniu to deliver this news.
You should hurry and go back. Organize a pest control team as soon as you can.” Tyne agreed and sped
off towards the village.

As soon as Tyne left, Nate instructed Garson and Carlo to deliver the news to the different relay stations
around lca plains. Immediately, all three of them sped off, going on different locations.

Nate knew that the problem was severe, so he headed towards Fort Benniu with haste. It takes 2 days
for a horse to travel from Nate's relaystation to Fort Benniu. However, in times of emergency, you can
reach it in a day if you continuously run without rest.

Fort Benniu was an old fort that always has three elders, five thousand warriors and one hundred fifty
magicians stationed. This fort was also the home large number of clan members along with their
servants. As such, the Purcell clan considers this place as one of the foundations of the clan.

Among the five thousand warriors in the fort, two thousand were stationed inside the castle. The rest
were stationed on military compounds outside the castle. These military compounds formed the
network of information and communication, passing news all over the fort.

The walls of the fort were two kilometers long, five meters thick and fifteen meters high. the wall was
built with a deep foundation on a land covered with Riga grass. The layers were all tampered firmly and
topped by a layer of rice milk, making the wall very strong.

Although the fort was not a key city in the Duchy of Versailles, it was still relatively a busy place. Even if
the Purcell clan were very strict with regards to trading, quite a number of merchants from the Duchy of
Versailles still sets up shop here.

Presently, there were about five million people throughout Fort Benniu. The people living in the castle
are the Purcell clan members along with some people that has a good relationship with the clan.

Today seems like another normal day within the Fort Benniu. The castle door opened in the morning,
with trades and businesses starting up along with it, making the fort quite lively. At the end of the day, a
melodious bell was heard throughout the fort, signaling the closing of the castle doors.



However, while the doors were being closed slowly, the sounds of a rapidly running horse reverberated
throughout the fort suddenly. People couldn't help but look at the direction where the sound was
coming from. That direction was where Ica plains was.

Before long, a flame horse emerged along with the rider shouting : “Urgent Report! Urgent Report! Do
not close!”

People living in the castle clearly knew that the person is a messenger or someone who works at the a
relaystation. They immediately stopped closing the door and slowly opened it.

As soon as the messenger reaches the gate, two guards wearing horned helmets welcome him. The
messenger actually didn't stop and yelled:”Urgent report! Urgent report! Move out of the way!”

Usually, when a messenger delivers a report, they stop in front of the gate to be inspected by the
guards. However, this messenger went straight to the fort while shouting. The guards didn't dare to
intercept him and stepped aside immediately.

The messenger was actually Nate. He knew that the pest infestation was severe, thus he didn't mind
stopping at the gate and went directly to the fort.

No one dared to block the speeding Nate. He has traveled a whole day without rest and was clearly
exhausted. As he stepped down from his horse, he almost fainted in front of the inner city guards. The
guards saw this and they immediately helped him.

Chapter 139 - Pest Crisis (2)

Nate struggled as he tried to speak in front of the inner guards. Seeing this scene, one of the guards
spoke to another and said: “Give him a bowl of water.” Without hesitation, the guard fetched a bowl of
water.

After quenching his thirst, Nate struggled to stand up and said: “Quickly report this to the clan. Ica plains
is under a large scale infestation. We're requesting for high level magicians to deal with this.”



As soon as the guards heard what Nate said, they all became pale. They hurriedly went towards the
castle while helping Nate to walk.

A person such as Nate was not eligible to enter the fort without an official pass. Usually, he can only go
till the fort's inner gate and give the report to the guards. It was the duty of the guards to evaluate if the
news were important or not.

After letting Nate sit, the guard who was helping Nate to walk asked: “How come there's a sudden
severe pest infestation?”

Although tired, knowing that this inner city guard was a junior of one of the Purcell branch clan, he still
answered immediately and said: ”I do not know either. This morning, the supervisor of the village
rushed to my relaystation and reported that there was a massive infestation happening. A large portion
of the wheat fields had already been infested. .”

The warrior guarding the inner city gates, Tat, was a junior of a branch of the Purcell clan. Due to his
grandfather being an elder, he was placed as an inner city guard in Fort Benniu. Being a junior of the
branch clan, it was their duty to serve as guards while they were still young and inexperienced.

Tat then asked Nate and said: “When did you notice the infestation?” He asked the question again to
ensure that the report was valid, as the Purcell clan really gives a high importance on the matters
related to the Ica plains.

Honestly responding, Nate said: “Yesterday, everything was normal. But when morning comes, a large
number of fat bugs were observed over a large area in the wheat fields. | immediately ran here to report
the problem after receiving the news.”

Tat frowned, as junior of a branch clan, he was more knowledgeable than Nate. He felt that this was an
unusual occurrence but he has not thought that it might be artificially induced. He has not heard of
anyone who can use insects to attack in the continent. It was common knowledge that the low level of
intelligence of insects made them impossible to be controlled or trained.

Furthermore, these kind of insects doesn't have any battle efficiency, so normally, no one would use
them. After all, in the Ark continent, strength was everything.



Because of those reasons, Tat didn't had any reason to believe it wasn't a natural occurrence.

Pest problems occur several times a year in the Ark continent. This was also true of other natural
calamities such as flood and drought.

Just then, a guard who was asked to inform the elders ran back to Nate and said: “Follow me quickly, the
elders wants to see you.”

Nate was startled and quickly stood up. Although he was not a powerful practitioner, he was still, after
all, a level four warrior. After resting for quite a bit, he had regained some of his strength and
immediately stood up to meet the elders. Remember, people from the Ark continent were a lot stronger
than the people on Earth.

Tat and the messenger brought Nate inside the castle. Upon entering, Nate saw a lot of warriors training
in a large martial arts field. There was a hall in the martial field wherein most the affairs within the fort
were being handled. This includes the affairs related to the fort's wall, as well as the living conditions of
the warriors.

The two guards along with Nate hurriedly went to the front of the hall where they were greeted by a
steward. The steward smiled and said: “Hurry, the elders are waiting inside.” Having led Nate to the hall,
the guards did not go inside. The rules of the Purcell clan specified that guard warriors doesn't have the
qualification to enter the halls.

Tat immediately turned around and returned to his own residence inside the castle. Since he was a
junior of the branch clan, he has a higher status than the common guards.

After returning to his room, Tat immediately wrote a letter addressed to his grandfather. Although his
grandfather was an elder, he was not here in Fort Benniu. He was in the city of Casa. Tat wanted to tell
the news he had received immediately to his grandfather.

After writing, he rolled the letter and placed a wax seal. Then he took out his wind falcon, which his
father gave to him, and sealed the letter in a small iron pipe. He cautiously looked around first before
letting the falcon flew.



Meanwhile, after hearing Nate's report, the Purcell clan responded quickly. They organized a pest
control army composed of five magicians and an army of a hundred cavalry. They then immediately
went towards the reported area in the Ica plains.
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Zhao and Green didn't knew of these developments. They had been inside the space after deliberately
hiding their presence. They feared that they would be found out if they didn't.

They slept till the afternoon. After eating the food Meirin prepared for lunch, they went to the living
room. Zhao opened the screen and observed the situation outside.

Though they were not near the wheat fields, they were still able to see what was happening within a
radius of five hundred meters.

However, they were shocked with what they saw. The wheat field appearing in the screen was no longer
how it was last night. The field that was fully green and vibrant was no longer present.

They didn't saw any good wheat plants, instead, what they all saw was a field full of culms. The field was
covered with withered wheat plants.

Seeing this situation unfold, they could not help but hold their breath. Even though they expected a
large scale damage, they didn't expect that it would be this fast and severe. All good wheat crops had
been infested, others had withered. Unexpectedly, it only took a night to have this scale of damage.

Both Zhao and Green recovered after a moment of shock. Green looked at the screen and muttered:
“This is horrible, | never expected that these little insects can cause this damage, this time, the Purcell
clan would really be in trouble.”

Zhao looked pale-faced, nodded and said: “I have never thought that these insects could be this fierce. It
seems this time, the production of grains from the Ica plains would be reduced greatly.” Zhao turned
around and said: “Meg, tell Ann, starting tomorrow, stop the processing of the oil fruits. Instead, focus



on corn processing. Although we did this to give some trouble to the Purcell clan, | don't intend to starve
the commoners and slaves within the Purcell Duchy.”

Green nodded in agreement and said: “The more processed food produced, the better. This time, the
grain production in the Ica plains would really affect the market so much. Even if the Purcell clan has the
ability to cope up with this, the increase in the prices of food commodities would affect the commoners
and the slaves. But if we introduce our processed corn as an alternative, grain prices would be stable,
which is a good thing.”

Sighing, Zhao said: “This time, if it were not for Purcell clan's provocation, | would not be so heartless.
Since we attacked the Ica plains, the slaves living here in the plain would greatly suffer.”

Green coldly responded: “If we didn't do this, the Purcell clan's attention would be directed to us. They
will surely send someone to deal with us.”

Zhao sighed and looked at the screen. Green knew Zhao was kindhearted, thus he didn't urge him to do
more. Since Zhao was still young, in Green's opinion, being able to do this was already remarkable.

While they were observing and discussing, the sky slowly turned dark, but Zhao patiently waited inside
the space. He knew that making a move right now, when there where many pest control teams
scattered, will cause them to be found out.

At around nine o'clock, it was already completely dark. Thus, Zhao and Green decided to go out of the
space. They saw a light coming from a torch a few distance away. It seems like the slaves were still doing
pest control. Fortunately, the place they exited to were in the woods, further, there were no one near
them.

After observing for some time, they found out the slaves were still busy killing pests, thus they slowly
walked out of the woods.

With a heavy heart, Zhao looked into the distance and decided to proceed and continue casting pests.
Just like last night, he used the same options upon using his skill "Cast Pest".



Thinking about their capacity to control the situation, they only infested a total of seven thousand
hectares. This way, the slaves won't be affected so much by this disaster.

Chapter 140 - Most Important

The pest control army that the Purcell clan sent, were dispatched into the places where Zhao and Green
had cast the pests. They were given an area of jurisdiction.

The detailed actions of the pest control teams that were composed of the slaves were recorded on the
district relay stations they belong to. This way, the reports were easily passed from the relaystations to
the Purcell clan.

Meanwhile, Nate was left behind in Fort Benniu as he would just slow down the pest control army that
were composed of magicians and warriors with a higher level of cultivation than him.

Normally, the clan won't send a magician, and five magicians at that, to a case of pest infestation. But
now, the situation was different. These magicians were known to have an inferior set of single-attack

skills, but has a very good area-of-effect attack skills. In case of a normal pest plague, they can can use
several magic skills and instantly suppress the infestation.

However, upon their arrival, they were shocked to see that the fields had become like a battlefield. It
seems like there's a war between the slaves and the pests. Although they were only slaves, it was still
surprising to see how fierce they were while fighting the insects.

Everywhere on the field, all they saw were the same scenes. Large fat insects gnawing on wheat plants
while the slaves attacks any pests they see and stomped them to death. There were even slaves who
looked pale and were lying down, they were obviously tired and had fainted.

As the pest control army observed more, they were again astonished as they saw the scenes from
distant fields. Along with Nate's district, it seems like several other districts were also affected. The army
can't even imagine how large the damage was.



The leader of the army, a fire magician, saw the situation and immediately ordered a warrior and said:
"Immediately return to Fort Benniu and report the situation to the elders. Tell them to raise the
emergency level to the highest and ask fore more reinforcements immediately, otherwise, there won't
be any harvests this year from the Ica plains."

The warrior was a team leader in the pest control army, a level six warrior practitioner, immediately
rushed towards Fort Benniu.

The lead magician didn't immediately ordered the army to start the pest extermination, instead, he
turned around and gave an order. He said: “Everyone must step back fifty meters away from the wheat
plants and establish a ten by ten meters buffer zone. Winger, go and cure the slaves that had been
injured or exhausted. Afterwards, order them to help with the formation of the buffer zones. Message
relay team, go around the Ica plains where there were infestation and pass the order to them.”

The message relay team immediately complied, rode their horses and went to different locations.
Meanwhile, the other warriors went immediately to the field. At the same time, Winger, who was a
water magician, went to the area where the slaves that passed out and were injured. The army leader,
after seeing everything was proceeding according to his instructions, started to recite several
incantations in a low voice. Suddenly, a snake salamander appeared and immediately flew towards the
fields as he positioned himself to the buffer zone.

The other magicians also started casting their magic skills on the fields that were infested heavily while
avoiding damaging the fields that were already secured from the pests.

Looking at how smoothly he instructed the army, the leader seems to be very experienced in handling
cases of insect plagues.

Then, the rest of the warriors in the army had also taken out their weapons and started to form the ten
by ten meters buffer zone. Since the buffer zone was wide, it was hard to avoid wasting a lot of wheat
fields.

Unfortunately, these magicians didn't know that the infestation was artificially induced and started
attacking using the normal method of extermination. The method was extremely useful in cases of
normal insect plagues, but now, they saw that their method was not effective against these pests.
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Zhao and Green weren't too tired today but still decided to go back into the space after they reached
the windbreak zones. Since they were concerned about what's happening outside, they used the screen
to observe what's happening within a radius of five hundred meters.

What they saw was really something beyond their imagination. Those big bugs gnawing on the wheat so
fast it seems unnatural, leaving only the culm.

Then, after gnawing a wheat, the large bugs would immediately hop onto the next available wheat.
Green took a deep breathe, smiled and said: “Now | know why the Purcell clan has sent a large army.”

Zhao nodded while leaning against the sofa, took a deep breath and said: “We should rest for two days
and observe. If they can exterminate the pest within two days, we will cast more. If in case they won't
be able to solve this within two days, Grandpa Green should visit the Purcell clan and break the
engagement.”

Green nodded and said: “Master, we might as well go back to the Stony Mountain and just return here
after two days to see the results.”

Disagreeing, Zhao shook his head and said: “First, we need to go back to the Black Wastes and deliver
the extracted oil to Casa City. Then we will ask Laura to buy sacks which we can use for the packaging of
the processed corn. This time, we're not expecting any income from the sales of the corn to help ease
the burden of the slaves and commoners throughout the Duchy of Versailles. Since this is the case, we
need to place several slaves to the Stony Mountains to extract oil.”

Green nodded even though his hate for the Purcell clan was deeper than Zhao's, he did not want their
actions to cause the general populace to be starved and even die.

In the Ark continent, people believes in gods except those dark magicians. This was the reason why
there's still restraint on people's actions, as they believe they will be punished by the gods if ever they
do something bad.



After reaching an agreement, they returned to the castle in the Black Wastes wherein a giant corn
processing plant now works full time. There's two ways in which the corn were processed. First, was
what the Northeners called corn, in which they peel the husks and process the corn to be edible. The
second one was making corn flour. This was done by grinding the corn which was relatively
troublesome. These flour were the ones to be made into cornmeal.

In order to hasten the processing of corn, Zhao has recalled back a large number of undead that were
stationed in the Stony Mountains. Undeads don't require rest and can continuously work, that's why
Zhao was confident that he can supply the needs of the Duchy of Versailles in case the effect of the Ica
plains infestation starts to manifest.

Since the slaves' capacity to do work were limited, they were assigned on the technical parts of the
processing, while the undead does any other physical-related work.

Also, Zhao had to raise 100 scaled wildbeasts in the space, ten of which would be used to pull the carts
for delivery while the rest were used to assist matters related to grindstone milling.

There's a total of ten grindstones and twenty rollers which were inadequate if the normal processing
schedule were to be followed. Thus, Zhao decided to order all the male slaves to focus on working with
the milling process and assigning undead for the other steps.

Dealing with all of these made Zhao unable to check on the situation on the Ica plains after two days.
Further, he doesn't have much people available for use since they were already assigned to different
tasks such as guarding the Black Wastes and the Stony Mountain. Zhao then decided to reduce the
undead defending Stony Mountain by half, transferring the ordinary mercenaries that were turned
undead to the Black Wastes.

Following that, Zhao contacted Drunk, who was in the Carrion Swamp, inquiring about the situation
there.

Drunk returned a message which stated that the Carrion Swamp was not actually only a swamp. There
were places that looks like islands where tree grows and some Magic Beasts lives.

Drunk's team had occupied a small island. They made it their base while catching weak and low leveled
Magic Beasts as well as gathering and picking up seeds of the plants growing there.



At the moment, Drunk's team had been deep into the Carrion Swamp, around a few hundred miles away
from the border. Continuing to go deeper looks quite difficult, thus they prepared deliver what they had
accumulated first.

Zhao agreed to Drunk's decision. Compared to the threats of the Purcell clan, the Carrion Swamp poses
a lot more danger. After all, even if the Purcell clan attack them, they could hide in the space. This was
not the case with the threat of the Carrion Swamp.

If they wanted to live in the Black Wastes for generations to come, they should solve the problem posed
by the Carrion Swamp.

Because of these thoughts, Zhao was now very anxious, ordering Drunk to go continue observing.
Getting more information about the Carrion Swamp was the most important.



