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At this moment, in the United States, far across the ocean, Tawanna’s unusual behavior had
caught the attention of the winner and his team.

However, Tawanna was always the most outspoken “thorn,” openly challenging the norm. The
winner couldn’t tell if her silence at the Tokyo concert signaled a genuine change of heart or if
she was simply holding back due to the release of a prior video. Thus, it was too early to
approach her. Watching her from a distance was safer. If they reached out prematurely, their
attempt to win her over might be exposed. If the other side discovered this and made a scene, the
damage would outweigh any potential gain.

After all, the results were already settled. For the winner, a celebrity like Tawanna was no longer
strategically important. Her support would merely be a bonus; her absence would do no harm.

If, however, their overture caused a public uproar over something as trivial as “icing on the
cake,” it would be akin to losing watermelons while chasing sesame seeds. The safest move was
to confirm her change of allegiance before reaching out. Only then could they secure her support
without risk.

At the same time, a private jet left a small Washington airport, heading to the U.S. Virgin Islands
in the Caribbean.

Onboard, four middle-aged and elderly men, aged 50 to 60, sat in luxurious seats, facing each
other in silence. Their expressions were somber, particularly the gray-haired man in his sixties,
whose anger was palpable.

Despite the plane still ascending, he unbuckled his seatbelt and stood in the angled cabin,
shouting, “What’s going on?! Weren’t we assured they had Tawanna in the car? How did she
vanish, only to reappear and finish her concert?!”

The three others exchanged nervous glances until a blond middle-aged man spoke. “Chairman,
our operative succeeded in luring Tawanna into the car without the Mitsui family noticing. The
team leader coordinated with the cleanup crew, who planned to take her away. Initially, Tawanna
was alone in the car, but her boyfriend and a bodyguard joined unexpectedly. After that, we lost
contact. Yet somehow, Tawanna performed at the Dome on time. We suspect our operatives
either betrayed us or were neutralized.”



Another man added, “A betrayal seems unlikely. Our operatives understand the consequences.
Even if Tawanna offered them more money, they wouldn’t live to enjoy it. If she survived, it
means our team didn’t—and she ensured none of them would.”
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The white-haired man spoke angrily: “If bribery is off the table, there’s only one possibility left:
the team you sent was taken out by the opposition. Weren’t they supposed to be top-tier
assassins? And weren’t they working with Japanese ninjas? With so much firepower and the
advantage of surprise, how could such a colossal failure happen?”

The other three men began to sweat. The blond man, struggling to maintain his composure,
replied cautiously: “Chairman, we don’t have all the details yet. All we can do is speculate. It’s
possible there’s an unknown top-tier protector around Tawanna. It’s also possible that the Mitsui
family noticed something unusual and set a trap. The main issue is that our entire team has
vanished. We can only guess what happened.”

The white-haired man’s tone grew harsher. “I don’t care for guesses! What I do know is this:
Tawanna must die. To win her over, those idiots gave her access to sensitive information—
secrets no outsider should know. Now, their chosen plan has completely failed. Once the power
shift is finalized, our enemies will stop at nothing to investigate. Tawanna will be their key
target.

“You all know what she’s like. Tawanna may be talented, but she’s just a young woman from a
middle-class background. She doesn’t have the skills to handle a real crisis. If the FBI
interrogates her, she’ll crack and spill everything she knows.”

He paused, then added, “Her influence is massive. At least two billion people worldwide know
her name. The opposition will use her as their most significant leverage. If they manage to turn
her against us, it will make global headlines—and a disaster for us. Before that happens, those in
charge will do everything in their power to contain the risk. If they succeed, we’re all as good as
dead!”

The blond man, alarmed, asked quickly, “Chairman, what are your orders? What should we do
now?”

The white-haired man spoke coldly: “When hunting in Africa, local organizers provide you with
specialized tools—a pistol, a dagger, and a double-barreled shotgun. The shotgun has two
triggers and independent firing systems to ensure a second shot if the first misses. If both fail,
you switch to the pistol, and if that still doesn’t end the threat, the dagger becomes your last
resort. In the end, only one of you or the prey can survive.”

He paused, scanning the room before continuing. “In my view, Tawanna must die—and the
sooner, the better. I don’t care how it’s done or who you involve, but you must launch a second,



even third, assassination attempt immediately. She must not return to the United States alive. As
long as she stays outside the U.S., we have a chance to recover. But once she steps back onto
American soil, we’ll be cornered, no matter where we run.”

The blond man frowned. “Chairman, most of our key operatives in Japan have gone missing. The
rest are support personnel with limited combat capabilities. If we’re to attempt another
assassination on Tawanna, we’ll need to bring in strong external reinforcements.”

The white-haired man’s expression didn’t waver. “Then find the right foreign aid immediately.
There’s a saying: Under a heavy reward lies a brave man. Offer enough, and someone will take
the risk. Contact the largest ninja clan or underworld organization in Japan. I’'m unfamiliar with
ninjas, but for the underworld, what about the Yamaguchi-gumi? They’re reputed to be powerful.
Tell them this—if they can eliminate Tawanna, I’1l pay them one billion U.S. dollars.”
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One billion U.S. dollars as a hidden fee to kill someone is undeniably excessive.

The subordinates, visibly shocked, harbored fleeting thoughts of flying to Japan to deal with
Tawanna personally.

Unable to contain his disbelief, the blond man spoke up:

“Chairman, spending ten billion dollars to kill a single person? Honestly, I’ve never heard of
such a thing. Even assassinating high-ranking politicians doesn’t cost that much. Isn’t this
overkill?”

The white-haired man, exuding cold authority, retorted:

“What do you understand? If this leaks and the private details of those powerful figures come to
light, my life will be forfeit! Yours, too! Remember how Jeffrey died? The gun barrel was
practically pressed against my back—so why are you fretting about money now?”

The gravity of his words struck a chord, and the room fell silent.

Breaking the silence, the blond man hesitated before asking:
“Chairman, do you really think killing Tawanna will satisfy them? What if they fear we might
expose their secrets? What if, like Jeffrey, they decide we’re loose ends and eliminate us?”

The chairman’s voice was firm, yet calculated:

“That’s exactly why Tawanna must die, and quickly. They need to see my decisiveness and
understand my value. They must know that crossing me comes with a cost—a risk so steep
they’d think twice. Balance of power is everything!”

He leaned forward, his gaze sharp, and added:
“From the moment I started my business at 20, I knew one truth: sometimes, you need to



demonstrate courage—courage that might seem excessive or even irrational to others. But it
doesn’t matter. Excessive courage is better than no courage at all.”

He paused before continuing, his tone colder now:

“I’m offering one billion dollars for Tawanna’s head, and that sends a clear message. Those who
hear of it will think twice about opposing me. If ’'m willing to spend this much now, what’s to
stop me from placing the same price on their heads tomorrow? They’ll know I’m capable of
bringing chaos—even if I don’t get all of them, I’ll get enough to send a message.”

Realization dawned on the blond man.
“Chairman, I see. You’re not just targeting Tawanna—you’re sending a warning to anyone who
might challenge you.”

“Exactly,” the white-haired man affirmed. “If this strategy keeps them in check, then the billion
will be well spent.”

He leaned back, his expression thoughtful but resolute.

“And don’t forget—taking Tawanna down won’t be simple. The Mitsui family is protecting him
now. Anyone who takes this job will be declaring war on them, and possibly taking them down
too. It’s not just about moneys; it’s about sheer determination.”

The room once again fell into tense silence as the weight of his plan settled over them.

The blond man immediately volunteered, saying, “Chairman! I’ll contact the Yamaguchi-gumi
and the largest ninja family in Japan!”

Meanwhile, at the bustling Tokyo Dome, tens of thousands of spectators were exiting in an
orderly fashion after the event. The massive crowd slowly made its way out, with transportation
gradually dispersing the people. It was a process that would take at least an hour to complete.

charlie Wade, who had been considering leaving early to return to the hotel, noticed something
peculiar. Sasaki Sachiko, the one who had invited him and his group to the performance, had
been conspicuously absent during the show.

When the performance was nearing its end, Loreen sent a message to Sachiko, only to learn that
she had been called away by Mitsui Yoshitaka to handle some urgent matters. Though Loreen
dismissed it as a sign of Sachiko’s growing importance to Mitsui Yoshitaka, charlie Wade
immediately perceived the true purpose behind the move.

Mitsui Yoshitaka, he realized, deliberately orchestrated this to ensure charlie Wade wouldn’t
leave early. By pulling Sachiko away, Mitsui Yoshitaka effectively blocked charlie Wade from
bypassing the social courtesy of greeting the host before leaving—a deeply rooted tradition in
many East Asian cultures.



True to charlie Wade’s suspicions, Loreen said after learning of Sachiko’s delay:
“Claire, charlie Wade, Sachiko is busy for now. Let’s not rush to leave after the performance.
Once she’s done, we can say hello to her before heading out.”

Claire smiled and agreed without hesitation, adding, “Of course! We can’t leave without
thanking Sachiko. Besides, we’re not in a hurry, and the hotel i1sn’t far. Let’s wait until most of
the crowd clears out and Sachiko finishes her work. It’ll be less crowded and more polite.”

She turned to charlie Wade, her tone light and affectionate. “What do you think, hubby?”
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charlie Wade smiled and replied, “Whatever you say, dear. I'll follow your lead.”

Nearby, Fei Kexin observed the situation keenly. She understood Mitsui Yoshitaka’s
subtle maneuvering and charlie Wade’s restraint in revealing too much to Claire.
Smiling, she offered, “That works perfectly. While you wait for Miss Sasaki, I'll have a
word with Mr. Mitsui.”

Fei Kexin’s words were calculated. She was aware charlie Wade preferred to keep
certain aspects of his dealings under wraps, especially from Claire. This time, charlie
Wade had leveraged a monumental demand against Tawanna, and the unfolding
dynamics hinted at layers of strategy none of them could ignore.

The hosting rights of the concert, based on her understanding of Mitsui Yoshitaka,
Mitsui Yoshitaka will definitely find a way to investigate charlie Wade’s background, so
she plans to find Mitsui Yoshitaka in advance to prevent him from meeting charlie Wade
and Claire at the same time, let alone investigating charlie Wade’s identity at will.

On the other side, Mitsui Yoshitaka also called Sasaki Sachiko to his side and said,
“Sachiko, right? The distinguished Chinese guests you invited should not have left yet,
right?”

Sasaki Sachiko said respectfully, “Mr. Mitsui, my friend is still in the box. She just sent
me a message and wanted to meet me to say hello. | wonder if you have anything else |
need to do. If not, | would like to go and meet them first.”

Mitsui Yoshitaka said, “Then you go first, and tell them by the way that | have to go and
play with him first to express my congratulations. Then go and meet them as soon as
possible, and tell them not to rush back.” “

Okay.” Sasaki Sachiko said quickly, “I'll tell Loreen.”



Soon, Sasaki Sachiko knocked on the box where charlie Wade and others were. As her
best friend, Loreen went up to her and started chatting with her. Claire also thanked her
again.

charlie Wade suddenly received a call from Ito Nanako at this time. Seeing the name of
the caller, he was a little surprised, so he took the opportunity to go out while the
women were chatting.

When he came to the deserted area, charlie Wade pressed the answer button and
asked, “Nanako, what do you want to talk to me about?”

Nanako said, “charlie Wade, | heard that you saved Tawana?”

charlie Wade asked curiously, “How did you know? | asked them to keep this matter
strictly confidential.”

Nanako hurriedly said, “Please don’t be angry, charlie Wadejun. Sanjing Xinmei of the

Mitsui family is my good friend. She told me about this. She was very scared about this
matter and had no one to talk to. Out of trust in me, she told me. She didn’t know that |
knew charlie Wadejun, but she felt that she had a good relationship with me and | was

very reliable, so she just happened to talk to me.” When

charlie Wade heard Nanako say that Sanjing Xinmei was her best friend, he understood
Sanjing Xinmei’s motive for telling Nanako about this, so he said, “In this case, | also
understand very well. Don’t worry, | won’t be angry.”

“That’s good.” Nanako hesitated for a moment and whispered, “Actually, charlie Wade, |
called you because there is one more thing | need charlie Wade’s help with...”

charlie Wade said, “You don’t have to be so polite to me, just tell me what it is.”

Nanako said, “charlie Wade, | received news that someone wants to spend 1 billion US
dollars to buy Tawana’s life. They found the leader of the Iga ninja, Hattori Hanzo, but
they didn’t know that the Iga family has already pledged allegiance to the Ito family, so
Hattori Hanzo told me about it as soon as possible...”



