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charlie Wade clicked his tongue in frustration and said, “This is a tough situation. The reward is
so enormous, and it’s valid even if they die. Many desperate people would willingly risk their
lives to secure this money for their families. Even the Mitsui family’s bodyguards, knowing
about this, might turn on her. To be honest, we can’t even trust that her boyfriend can resist such
a temptation.”

He added, “Given this, we can’t rely on the U.S. Embassy or the Japanese police. If someone
there decides to claim the $1 billion for their family, Tawana’s safety is at huge risk.
Comparatively, the Mitsui family is a safer option. At least they won’t be swayed by the money,
and for the sake of their reputation, they’ll do their best to protect her. But whether they have the
strength to guarantee her safety is another question.”

“Yeah...” Nanako said, her voice filled with worry. “That’s exactly why I turned to you, charlie
Wade-jun.”

“Help...”
charlie Wade asked gently, “What do you want me to do, Nanako?”

Nanako replied, “charlie Wade, I hope... I hope you can protect Xinmei and her family. I just
spoke with Xinmei, and she told me that Tawana has been staying at her home lately, including
tonight. | fear that those chasing the $1 billion bounty might take a risk and attack the Mitsui
household.

“Xinmei and I are very close. As her friend, I can’t bear the thought of her facing any danger or
trouble. As for Tawana, I don’t know her personally, but she’s the most popular singer right now.
If something happens to her while she’s on Mitsui territory, the Mitsui family will be condemned
and attacked worldwide. That’s why I hope you can protect her, too...”

Nanako’s voice trembled as she added, “charlie Wade, is my request... too much?”
charlie Wade felt a moment of hesitation.

He knew exactly how enticing $1 billion was. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people would
likely try to storm the Mitsui estate that night to claim Tawana’s life.

Although his abilities were extraordinary, facing a wave of attackers while protecting himself
was one thing. Ensuring Tawana’s safety at the same time made the task exponentially harder.
There were no guarantees.



So, he asked, “Nanako, does Hattori Hanzo know which individuals or organizations have been
informed about this bounty?”

Nanako answered, “I asked Hattori Hanzo, but he doesn’t know for sure. The other party told
him they’d contacted several powerful groups, so competition will be intense. However, they
promised that if the Iga Ninja can kill Tawana first, the $1 billion reward will be theirs alone. If
another group beats them to it, the Iga Ninja will get nothing, regardless of their efforts.”

charlie Wade nodded, “At least we know the Iga Ninja won’t betray you. That means they can
still be of use.”

He thought for a moment, then said, “Here’s what we’ll do. Have Hattori Hanzo bring his people
to Tokyo Dome immediately. From now on, the Iga Ninja will follow my orders. Tawana should

continue staying at the Mitsui residence for now. If things look too risky, I’1l go there tonight and
keep an eye on her myself!”
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Upon hearing that charlie Wade was willing to help, Ito Nanako finally felt at ease.

She immediately said to charlie Wade, “Don’t worry, charlie Wade. I’'ll ask Hattori Hanzo to
meet you at the Dome.”

Then, she asked again, “charlie Wade, should I inform Xinmei in advance about this? That way,
the Mitsui family can be prepared and cooperate fully with you.”

“Okay,” charlie Wade replied. “Explain the situation to Mitsui Xinmei and ask her father to meet
me backstage. I’'m heading there now to find Tawana. If this news leaks, people around her
might discover it, putting her in immediate danger.”

charlie Wade then instructed her, “Nanako, remind the Mitsui family not to call the police for
now. I’ve seen how inefficient the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department can be, and their
officers are inconsistent in skill, which might backfire.”

“I understand, charlie Wade,” Nanako said promptly. “I’ll contact Xinmei right away!”
charlie Wade hung up and made his way to the backstage area.

The Dome was a circular venue with the stage at the northernmost point, while charlie Wade’s

VIP box was at the southernmost end, quite a distance away. To avoid any mishaps, he ran the
entire way and called Claire.



Once the call connected, charlie Wade said calmly, “Honey, after you and Loreen finish talking
with Miss Sasaki, please head back to the hotel. | need to discuss the Dome’s feng shui with Mr.
Mitsui, so I might be late.”

Claire replied, “It’s okay, dear. Loreen and I don’t have any plans. We’ll just wait for you.”

charlie Wade quickly added, “Mr. Mitsui also asked me to check the feng shui at his home. He’s
a friend of Miss Fei, and I can’t refuse such a polite request. You two go back to the hotel, and
Miss Fei can escort you. I’ll join you later.”

Claire didn’t want charlie Wade to be burdened with work, but since he mentioned Fei Kexin, it
seemed that helping Mitsui Yoshitaka was a gesture of respect toward her. Unable to argue, she
said, “Alright, just don’t stay out too late.”

“Don’t worry,” charlie Wade reassured her and ended the call.

He wasn’t concerned about Claire’s safety. With the one billion bounty on Tawana’s head, no
one would target Claire here.

Of course, if the assassin arrived here, the best course of action would be to have Claire leave
first to avoid any distress.

At that moment, Tawanna was unaware of the grave danger she was in.

She was in the dressing room, removing her makeup and preparing to change out of her
performance outfit when the door suddenly burst open. Both she and Trevor jumped in shock.

She instinctively wanted to lash out at whoever was responsible for such rude behavior. But
when she saw that it was charlie Wade who had kicked the door open, she was startled and
asked, “wade... Mr. Wade, what are you doing?”

charlie Wade stepped forward, picking up the eyeliner, eyebrow pencil, makeup brush, and other
items from the dressing table. While doing so, he said, “Someone in the United States has placed
a one-billion-dollar bounty on your life. Until you leave Japan and enter China, your safety is at
serious risk. From now on, if you and Trevor want to survive, you must follow my instructions
completely.
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Do exactly what I say and go where I tell you. No questions or doubts. Understood?”

Tawanna’s face turned pale with fear, and she stammered, “A-a billion dollars... just to kill
me?!”



“Yes!” charlie Wade confirmed. “Are you surprised by your own worth? This is the first time
I’ve heard of someone putting a billion-dollar price tag on a girl’s life. When you retire from the
entertainment industry, you might even qualify for a Guinness World Record with this story.”

Tawanna forced a bitter smile and said, “They’re spending a billion dollars to end my life not
because I’m valuable, but because they fear I'll reveal their secrets...”

Trevor, standing by her side, quickly suggested, “Honey, if they’re that desperate, why not post
everything you know online? That way, they won’t need to kill you to silence you.”

Tawanna looked at Trevor with a conflicted expression and replied, “If [ reveal anything, my
future will be ruined. Besides, even if I share everything, they still won’t spare me. I may know a
lot, but without solid evidence, it won’t harm them much. However, if the authorities decide to
investigate, I’ll become a key witness against them. That’s why they’ll stop at nothing to
eliminate me.”

Trevor asked anxiously, “Tawanna, what secrets do you know that make them so desperate to
kill you?!”

Tawanna replied with a conflicted expression, “Trevor, believe me, I... I didn’t do anything
wrong. Back then, they did everything they could to pull me into their circle. To fit in, | had a lot
of interactions with them and witnessed too much of what they did. But after | got together with
you, I cut off all contact with them...”

Trevor covered his face and sighed, unsure if it was from regret or sorrow.

At that moment, Mitsui Yoshitaka rushed over with his daughter, Mitsui Xinmei. Seeing the door
slightly open, he grew uneasy, worried someone might have already made an attempt on
Tawanna’s life. He held Mitsui Xinmei back, not daring to let her go forward.

As he debated whether to send someone in to check, charlie Wade opened the door and said,
“Mr. Mitsui, please instruct your bodyguards to guard all entrances and exits of the Dome. No
one goes out, and no one comes in!”

Mitsui Yoshitaka nodded and assured charlie Wade, “Don’t worry, Mr. Wade. I’ve already
ordered the Mitsui family’s security to set up a perimeter around the manor. A helicopter will
arrive shortly to take Miss Sweet to the manor for close protection.”

charlie Wade replied coldly, “A helicopter isn’t safe in this situation. If something unexpected
happens while airborne, survival will be difficult. It’s better to have security personnel guard the
exits and find a way to leave through a standard route.”

Mitsui Yoshitaka said, “Mr. Wade, there’s no need to worry. We have plenty of people here, and
with my family’s influence, few in Japan would dare oppose us.”



Just then, a man who looked similar to Mitsui Yoshitaka ran up and exclaimed, “Brother, bad
news! Our informants in the Yamaguchi-gumi, Inagawa-kai, and Sumiyoshi-kai report that their
leaders have ordered their top members and elite assassins to find and kill Miss Sweet at all
costs!”

“What?!” Mitsui Yoshitaka’s face flushed with anger, and he blurted out, “Those second-rate
gangs dare to challenge the Mitsui family?!”

He immediately barked, “Call Nishida Hirohiro! I want to ask if he and his Yamaguchi-gumi are
tired of living!”
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When charlie Wade learned that several major Japanese mafia organizations had taken action, he
immediately realized the situation was more serious than he had anticipated.

At present, the only force under his control was the Iga Ninjas, but with only a few hundred of
them, they were woefully insufficient against the tens of thousands of gangsters in Tokyo.

Furthermore, the more chaotic the situation became, the more he needed to conceal his true
strength. If hundreds or thousands came after him, he could use the Thunder Order to unleash a
lightning strike that would surely terrify his attackers. However, doing so would make him
infamous nationwide by the next day. The cost of such exposure was too high, especially since
the one he needed to protect was Tawanna—not worth the risk.

Analyzing the situation, he told Mitsui Yoshitaka, “Mr. Mitsui, have all the Mitsui family’s
security personnel come here immediately. Don’t try to take Tawanna to your home—just
protect her here.”

“Here?” Mitsui Yoshitaka shook his head. “How can we defend this place? There isn’t even a
secure door. The Mitsui family manor has underground fortifications that can withstand nuclear
attacks. If Miss Tawanna gets there, her safety is guaranteed!”

charlie Wade replied coldly, “Tens of thousands could be converging on this location. How
would you get Tawanna out? By helicopter? There could be snipers aiming at the dome. Can you
ensure your helicopter’s safety?”’

Mitsui Yoshitaka protested, “But we can’t defend a place like this. What if they break in all at
once? What do we do then?”

charlie Wade said, “There are only two entrances to the backstage. Blocking them is
straightforward. Once your people arrive, they can set up a three-layer defense. The outermost
layer will be your personnel, the middle layer will be mine, and I’ll handle the innermost layer.



I’1l ensure no traitors infiltrate the middle layer, and you’ll do the same for the outer layer. This
way, we minimize risk.”

“Additionally, this is a public venue—the largest performance hall in Tokyo. Anyone attacking
here must consider the consequences. When the time comes, we can notify the Metropolitan
Police Department. They’ll certainly send reinforcements to maintain their reputation. If we
secure the three-layer defense and prevent threats from reaching Tawanna, the police can add
another layer outside our defenses.”

“In this way, we can essentially eliminate the risk,” charlie Wade concluded.

Mitsui Xinmei, standing nearby, immediately said, “Odo-san, I think Mr. Wade’s plan is
excellent. If we deploy our defenses here and strictly follow his instructions, we can ensure
Tawanna’s safety!”

Mitsui Yoshitaka waved his hand dismissively and said calmly, “It’s just the Yamaguchi-gumi
and some second-rate gangs. There’s no need to go to such trouble. I can easily intimidate them
and make them back off.”

Mitsui Xinmei quickly replied, “Odo-san, those gangs aren’t so easy to control!”
He was understandably wary of groups like the Yamaguchi-gumi.

As Japan’s largest gang organization, the Yamaguchi-gumi commands tens of thousands of biker
gang members and wields significant social influence and power.
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Reports claimed that in 2014, the Yamaguchi-gumi’s annual revenue reached $60 billion.
However, this figure was not scientifically accurate. To sensationalize the gang’s power, the
media attributed all business activity in territories controlled by the Yamaguchi-gumi to the gang
itself, resulting in an exaggerated total.

For example, if a Tokyo street controlled by the Yamaguchi-gumi generated $100 million
annually, the media would attribute the entire amount to the gang.

In reality, the Yamaguchi-gumi wouldn’t have a 100% stake in such businesses—typically, they
control at most 60%.

Moreover, the $100 million figure represents gross output, not net profit. This total includes
expenses such as real estate rental, property maintenance, utilities, food and drink costs, raw
materials, and salaries for thousands of gang members and workers. Even the income from
clinics treating sexually transmitted diseases in the area is factored in.



In truth, out of a $100 million gross output, only $60 million is directly tied to the Yamaguchi-
gumi.

After deducting various explicit and hidden costs, the net profit handed over to the Yamaguchi-
gumi headquarters shrinks significantly.

Supporting the hundreds or thousands of people in these territories alone incurs enormous costs,
not to mention the expenses for maintaining relationships and influence. After all deductions, the
net profit attributable to the Yamaguchi-gumi is reduced to just a few million dollars at most.

On one side is $100 million in revenue, and on the other is just a few million in profit. Based on
this ratio, the Yamaguchi-gumi’s annual net profit is, at most, a few hundred million dollars.

However, the Yamaguchi-gumi’s strength lies in its ability to support tens of thousands of
people, from low-ranking foot soldiers to middle and senior leaders, enabling them to live
comfortably while still generating hundreds of millions in profit. These individuals function like
worker ants in a colony—working tirelessly and even risking their lives to protect their
organization.

This army of tens of thousands is the foundation that keeps the Yamaguchi-gumi standing strong.
Yet, even a powerful gang like the Yamaguchi-gumi pales in comparison to the Mitsui family.
While Mitsui Xinmei was wary of the gang’s influence, Mitsui Yoshitaka viewed Nishida
Hirohiro, the seventh-generation leader of the Yamaguchi-gumi, as nothing more than a petty
thug. To him, ordering Nishida around was as easy as berating his own driver, and Nishida
wouldn’t dare talk back or even raise his head.

So, when Mitsui Yoshitaka learned that Nishida Hirohiro had ordered the Yamaguchi-gumi to
assassinate Tawanna, his fury boiled over—a rage fueled by the insult of being challenged by
someone beneath him.

Without hesitation, Mitsui Yoshitaka’s younger brother called Nishida Hirohiro. When the call
connected, he asked coldly, “Is this Nishida?”

“It’s me,” replied a middle-aged man, his tone laced with respect. “Mr. Mitsui, what made you
think of calling me?”

“It’s not me who wants to talk to you,” he snapped. “It’s my older brother, Mitsui Yoshitaka.”

Mitsui Yoshitaka snatched the phone and shouted angrily, “Nishida Hirohiro, are you tired of
living? How dare you send someone to assassinate my guest? Who gave you the nerve?!”



