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Inside Kyoto.
Gu Yan, the Minister of Household, was walking back and forth in his room.

His Majesty had suddenly given Xu Qingnian a Dragon Talisman, and then promoted
him to the rank of Foreign Minister of the Ministry of Household.

It was clear that something was going to happen.
The water in the Household Department is very deep.
It can be said that the water is deep.

Every official is involved in a lot of wrongdoings, and as a minister, he is also involved in
it, but not in the sense of corruption.

As a minister, he had been promoted by the previous emperor, so it was impossible for
him to do anything corrupt.

To be honest, when he took over the Ministry of the Household, he was also very pale,
and had to think about every single thing.

He also knew what problems Great Wei was experiencing nowadays, and he had even
wanted to move the imperial family line for a long time.

But what Gu Yan understood even better was that the royal family could not be moved.

Once it is moved, these princes and kings, including some of the royal sons, which one
should not be called up.

The company has a number of vassal kings who are waiting for the court to have a
problem and then take the opportunity to strike.

If the interests of the royal family were to be touched, Wei would really be finished.

But the fact that His Majesty refused to see her shows that she has already made up
her mind.

It is good to have the Kirin Talisman, but this is a bit hasty.

Or even too hasty.




There were still three military amulets out there that had not been retrieved, and the
rebellion of the vassal kings had not yet been completely resolved, so how could they
make a move?

“Your Majesty!”

Gu Yan took a deep breath, he really didn’t know what to say.

“Right now, no matter what, Xu Qingnian should be dissuaded, he must not be allowed
to act recklessly, otherwise, it will really bring about great trouble.”

Gu Yan said to himself in his heart, he knew that it would be difficult to make His
Majesty change his mind.

But it was not impossible to make Xu Qingnian stop.

“Come, men.”

Gu Yan opened his mouth and called out to his subordinates.

“Lord Shang Shu, please command?”

Outside the door, a voice rang out.

“Go and call for Xu Qingnian.”

Gu Yan did not say anything more and directly asked someone to bring Xu Qingnian.
“Yes.”

The latter left at once and went to the Shouren Academy to look for Xu Qingnian.

About a quarter of an hour later.

The other party came back.

“Lord Shang Shu, Lord Xu said that he had something to do and would not be coming
today, saying that he would come to the Ministry of the Household on the next day.”

The other party said so, and when this was said, it caused Gu Yan to frown slightly.
There was no sound for half a second before the voice from outside rang out again.
“Your Excellency, do you need to ask Lord Xu to come again?”

The other party asked.




“No.”

Gu Yan shook his head, since Xu Qingnian said he would come on the next day, he
also had the patience to wait.

Meanwhile.
Inside the Huaining King'’s residence.

King Huaining was sitting in the main hall, looking old, while a man was kneeling in front
of him.

“Tell the kings that if His Majesty really dares to turn his sword on the royal line, do your
utmost to impeach Xu Qingnian.”

“If Xu Qingnian does not die, kill the traitorous minister in the name of clearing the
ruler’s side, got it?”

Prince Huai Ning spoke.

Ever since His Majesty’s decree had been announced, Prince Huaining had guessed
what His Majesty wanted to do at first.

Suppressing the imperial lineage and paying taxes and silver to the state treasury, this
matter was a good thing from the country’s point of view, and a necessary thing to do.

In times of prosperity, there would have been no problem raising a group of royal sons,
but now that the country is in decline, it is natural to cut across the board.

But if this cut is made, it will not be a trivial matter.

It would be a hundred times more horrific than killing one’s own son. Killing one’s own
son is only a matter for one’s own family, and the other feudal princes would only be
presenting their petitions to see what His Majesty’s attitude is.

If they really revolted because of this matter, they would not dare to, because their
interests were not involved.

But if they really turned their knives on the imperial family of Wei, it would be no joke.
The county princes inside Kyoto were a little better off, as they were still in Kyoto after
all.

The princes in Kyoto are fine, they are still in Kyoto after all, but the kings outside are
not going to eat this.

Making them bleed? It would be ten times worse than killing them.




This is a golden opportunity.

Prince Huaining could not wait for Xu Qingnian to cut down this knife, as long as this
knife fell, he would have hundreds of ways to kill Xu Qingnian.

And it was certain death.
Even if the empress insisted on protecting Xu Qingnian, she would not be able to do so.
The clan kings of the world didn’t care about you that much.

‘I thought | was some kind of great talent, but | didn’t think it was like this, the king has
overestimated.”

Prince Huaining said to himself in his heart, his opinion of Xu Qingnian had inexplicably
dropped quite a bit.

It was not just Xu Qingnian, but also the Empress.

He had just gotten the Kirin Talisman, and he was so eager to make a move?
Ridiculous!

At this moment, the An Guo Gong Mansion.

After His Majesty’s decree was announced, he knew what the Empress was thinking at
first.

Xu Qingnian had already gained prestige by making a fuss at the Ministry of Justice and
beheading the county king, and then proceeded to investigate the Ministry of the
Household, targeting the most troublesome taxes and silver.

How could they not be anxious.

“This time if nephew Xu dares to make a scene, something big is going to happen.”
Lu Guogong opened his mouth and was the first to speak out.

“En, nowadays, the only one who can move the tax and silver of Great Wei is the
imperial lineage. When Great Wei was founded, the imperial lineage also had to pay
taxes and silver and stand on their own feet until later on when the prosperous era

came and the country became rich, which led to many favours.”

“Right now, the Great Wei state is weakening, if Your Majesty really wants to start with
the imperial lineage, I'm afraid it will only lead to great trouble in heaven.”




“‘Duke An, you are the head of the state and have a good relationship with Nephew Xu,
why don’t you go and talk to Nephew Xu about it? Otherwise, it will really cause trouble
when it happens.”

Several State Dukes spoke openly, including some of the Liege Marquises.

Although they were noble state princes and liege lords, they were not able to enjoy the
benefits of the royal family, and only the royal lineage had the privilege.

So they gathered together, not because of their own interests, but because they were
afraid that Xu Qingnian’s temperament of this kind of character would cause great
trouble.

“All right! Stop talking.”

An Guo openly opened his mouth, the crowd was talking beside him, but he didn’t even
listen to them.

It's not like he didn’t know about this matter, did he need this group of people to keep
talking about it?

Hearing Duke An Guo open his mouth like this, the crowd quieted down.

“His Majesty’s decree is for Xu Qingnian to be in charge of the tax and silver, the
imperial power is specially ordered, this is something we cannot change.”

“The tax and silver of Great Wei, which is already as high as 30%, can no longer be
taken from the people, but only from the royal family.”

“But don’t worry, nephew Xu may look reckless, but he is actually well thought out, if we
can guess it, he can also guess it, and he should already know something about the
current situation in Great Wei.”

“In this way, the old man personally to go to him a trip, but how exactly the old man dare
not say explicitly, should advise will advise, you also do not worry.”

“Just Do a good plan, two-handed preparation, certainly right.”

The state duke is worthy of being the head of the state, he knows what he is facing now,
but also knows Xu Qingnian’s character, so he didn’t say anything directly, just try to
dissuade as much as possible, whether it will work or not he is not sure, but will also tell
the people’s mind.

He was not sure if it would work out, but he would tell them what they wanted to do.

If things really went wrong, they would have to take it hard.




“En.”

The crowd nodded, while inexplicably feeling a bit emotional, since Xu Qingnian had
come to Kyoto, it was really a bit outrageous, every time he moved a bit, it was always
shocking.

And it was more exaggerated than once, making it really difficult for people to figure out.
“Alright, you guys can wait here.”

Duke An got up and walked towards the Shouren Academy.

There was no way out, things had come to this point and a trip had to be made, usually
Xu Qingnian could make a scene any way she wanted, but this time she really couldn’t
mess around.

An Guo Gong left, and the crowd looked at An Guo Gong'’s back, each fell into silence.
A quarter of an hour later.

Outside the Shouren Academy.

Duke An Guoguo crossed his steps and happened to see a silhouette, that of Zhang
Jing, the Minister of Penalty.

“Shang Shu Zhang.”

Duke An shouted, the latter was about to enter the Shouren Academy, yet he could not
help but stop upon hearing Duke An’s voice.

“Greetings, An Guo Gong.”

Zhang Jing walked up to An Guo Gong and said very politely.

Just as quickly, Zhang Jing continued to speak.

“Is this the Duke of An looking for Shouren?”
Zhang Jing asked.

“En, looking for him on some matter.”

Duke An nodded.

“Alright then, then my humble servant will first leave.”




Zhang Jing did not expect that Duke An would also come, so the first thing he wanted to
do was to leave, after all, he had something else to find Xu Qingnian, and with Duke An
present, he was afraid that it would not be too good to talk about.

“‘Don’t go, go together, you and | have the same intention.”

An Guo Duke stopped it, instead he told Zhang Jing to stay.

He did not say much and entered the Shouren Academy together with Duke An.

In the middle of the academy.

Xu Qingnian took the Dragon Talisman and began to study it carefully.

The Dragon Talisman was made of pure gold, surrounded by precious stones, with the
word Dragon Talisman engraved on the front and the word Da Nei engraved on the
back, and the dragon painted on both sides.

It contained a ray of imperial might within, a treasure, or at least a spirit weapon level.
His Majesty did not have many pieces of this dragon talisman, and seeing the talisman
was like seeing me. Xu Qingnian naturally wanted to examine it properly, and see if he

could make a copy of it later, so that if His Majesty took it away and he went outside to
cause trouble, he could take it out to scare people.

This is a bold idea, if others knew about it, they would probably have to praise it.

Wonderful idea.

It was also at this moment that two figures approached, and Xu Qingnian immediately
looked away.

Duke An Guo and Zhang Jing.

“Greetings, Duke An!”

“Greetings, Shang Shu Zhang!”

Xu Qingnian held the Great Inner Dragon Talisman and bowed towards the two.
In an instant, the two men hurriedly bowed deeply towards Xu Qingnian.

“My subjects, pay my respects to Your Majesty!”

The two men were a little flustered, ah, what was this Great Inner Dragon Talisman?
Not just a symbol, but a treasure, if they were disrespectful, His Majesty had sensed it.




Otherwise, how could they dare to say ‘seeing the talisman is like seeing me’?

Seeing the two of them, Xu Qingnian immediately put away the Dragon Talisman and
then smilingly bowed towards them here.

Only this time did the two reluctantly accept the salute.

“Your Excellency, Lord Zhang, what can | do for you?”

Xu Qingnian invited the two to take their seats while asking slightly more knowingly.
“What is it? Are you still not clear yourself?”

Zhang Jing was the first to speak up, he pulled Xu Qingnian to sit down and was about
to continue, but after glancing at Duke An Guo, the latter nodded, Zhang Jing had no
more qualms.

“Shouren, Shouren! | told you before that you should keep a low profile and be more
peaceful these days, but you turn around and come up with such things, | really don’t

know what to say about you.”

“For all your previous nonsense, old man will not say anything, but this time, you must
listen to old man and absolutely not touch the tax silver.”

Zhang Jing stated his intention directly, he didn’t care about nonsense or anything,
there was no need to hide it.

When this was said, Xu Qingnian frowned a little.

“‘Minister Zhang, nowadays the treasury is empty, if we don’t touch the tax silver, it will
be difficult for Great Wei to support it.”

Xu Qingnian opened his mouth, and he had to say that these courtiers were really more
old foxes than one another, His Majesty had just pronounced the decree, and they all
knew what they had in mind.

“l understand! But you must also know what can and cannot be touched. The matter of
taxes and silver is too involved, especially the dispute between the kings, this matter is
beyond the court, it is something that neither you nor | can touch.”

Zhang Jing said bitterly.

This internal problem is not only the Northern Expedition, but also the economic
problem.




And this external problem is not just the barbarians at the border, there are many things,
such as the rebellion of the vassal kings, you can’t move the knife on their heads if you
can’t solve it.

What Zhang Jing said was exactly right.

The An Guo Duke at the side nodded, but he did not speak, though Xu Qingnian would
have joined the persuasion brigade as soon as he vetoed it.

However Xu Qingnian’s voice rang out.

“Shang Shu Zhang, where did you hear that rumour, what with the battle of the kings?
How come the kings are involved again?”

Xu Qingnian felt a little baffled.

Uh?

The two of them were stunned.

“You're not trying to find trouble with the royal lineage?”

Zhang Jing couldn’t help but ask.

“Lord Zhang, you’re thinking too much, aren’t you? How could my subordinate possibly
go looking for trouble with the Royal Family lineage? Any one of them could crush me to
death, Lord An, you wouldn’t mean that too, would you?”

Xu Qingnian was speaking blindly with his eyes open.

But it wasn’t blind either, because he had no intention of going after the imperial family,
at least not now, going after them was tantamount to seeking death.

Before His Majesty took control of Wei, Xu Qingnian didn’t dare to touch these people,
and if he did, he could buy a coffin and wait for his death.

“So this tax silver of yours, what do you do with it?”

This time both Zhang Jing and Lord An were confused.

If not trouble with the royal line, then who?
“The foreigners.”

Xu Qingnian said very directly.




“The foreigners?”

The two men were a little baffled.

“Lord Zhang, Lord An, listen to me.”

“This foreign tribe has been in our Wei for a hundred years, right?”

Xu Qingnian asked.

“‘More than that.” The two men immediately gave their answers, it was not like the
foreigners had come to Great Wei for a year or two, especially during the first few
dynasties, when Great Wei was so rich that the first thing these people from small

countries did when they came was to pay tribute.

Although the tribute was all rags, the benefits received were extremely high, and it can
be said that back then, Great Wei fed an unknown number of foreign countries.

“It's been more than a hundred years, so fine, I'll keep asking.”

“Lord Zhang, Lord An, this group of foreign countries came to Great Wei to do business,
| won’t say how they did it, | believe you two have heard about it.”

“They do business here and don’t pay taxes, it was because the several previous
emperors were benevolent at the beginning and considered these people poor, now
hundreds of years have passed, they should be rich too, right?”

Xu Qingnian asked.

“‘En.”

The two nodded, the means by which the foreigners came to do business in Great Wei,
they had indeed heard of it, basically it was just slightly forced buying and selling and
bumper sticker hobby, considering the atmosphere of the great nation, often when they
encountered such things, generally speaking it was just to make peace.

Don’t get into anything with the foreigners.

Especially Zhang Jing, the Ministry of Penalty has a lot of this kind of thing every day,
and the people in the capital have learned their lesson, but many tourists come to Kyoto
every day, and these people often suffer, and the magistrates in the streets of Kyoto are
also headaches for this.

However, in order not to create a bad influence, they usually discourage them and pay
some money, as those who can come to the capital are not poor.




The Ministry of Justice has also established some rules for this purpose, so that visitors
can be more careful.

As for the suppression of discipline, this is not feasible, these foreigners are very smatrt,
as long as one person is in trouble, a group of people will flock to the city and start to
make trouble.

The seven northern expeditions were in fact a failure, but they still had to say that they
had carried out seven northern expeditions to raise our country’s prestige.

There was nothing wrong with Xu Qingnian’s statement.
“Then you mean to say levy their taxes?”
Zhang Jing inquired.

“No!” Xu Qingnian shook his head before speaking slowly under the curious gazes of
the two.

“It's not to levy their taxes, it's to make them pay back the taxes.”

Xu Qingnian spoke his thoughts.

“‘Make up taxes?”

The two were a little confused again, how could they pay back taxes? Even if you were
to target them now and levy taxes, they could understand, but what did it mean to pay
back taxes?

“En, back taxes.”

“They are earning silver in the Great Wei Dynasty, buying and selling by force, and even
more so bumper-to-bumper trading, which extremely affects the image of Kyoto, they
were supposed to be fined, but | thought about it, Great Wei is a country of etiquette,
and a heavenly country, so a fine would be a bit unpleasant.”

“Let them pay back the tax for three years, it's too much for them to bear.”

Xu Qingnian said so.

“‘Make up three years? Then how many percent will be made up?”

The two men continued to ask.

“‘Not much, let’'s make up 30 percent, and then levy 40 percent of the tax, and all kinds
of tariffs.”




Xu Qingnian said what he thought.
“Thirty percent? A 40% levy? And tariffs?”

Although he did not understand the Ministry of Household Affairs, he did understand
taxation.

Now that Wei was in decline, the people were suffering from the 30% tax, but Xu
Qingnian was going to levy a 40% tax? Would this group agree?

There is also the tariff, although | don’t know what it means, but it sounds like another
expense.

Xu Qingnian’s knife was too harsh, right?

“Shouren, you are exaggerating with this levy, aren’t you? I’'m only afraid it will cause
public discontent.”

Zhang Jing couldn’t help but speak up, but his tone was fine, after all, it was aimed at
people of a different race and not the royal lineage, so it was fine.

If this was a levy on the royal family, not to mention the 30% to 40% of the silver, 10%
of the silver would have caused a big problem.

The levy on the foreigners is much better.
It was just a bit exaggerated.

“Public discontent?”

Xu Qingnian gave a cold laugh, then spoke.

“This bunch of foreigners are so reckless in Kyoto, doing business by force, why aren’t
they afraid of stirring up public resentment?”

“And if they dare to be so reckless in Kyoto, what do you think will happen elsewhere?
There are many such cases in the Ministry of Justice, and there are even many cases
where people have been killed.”

“It's true that the Wei Dynasty is a polite country, a heavenly country, but we have to
look at the situation at the right time, and it's important to be cheeky, but the
development of the country is more important.”

“I'm not afraid of stirring up public resentment, instead | think the people will have some
support.”




Xu Qingnian said with all seriousness.
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Hour of the day.
The Ministry of the Household.

With Xu Qingnian’s arrival, the Household Department was completely quiet at this
moment.

Everyone inexplicably had a sense of fear towards Xu Qingnian.

If Xu Qingnian glanced at anyone, the latter instantly lowered his head, not daring to
look directly at him.

No one dared to mess with this god, and with the lessons of the Ministry of Justice in
front of them, no one dared to mess around.

However, the Ministry of the Household had its own methods, and they were not as
stupid as the Ministry of Penalties, who directly gave Xu Qingnian small shoes, but did
their best to cooperate, only this best was a bit too much.

If you want the files, I'll give you all the files, so you can take your time and check them
out.

It was only Xu Qingnian’s sudden visit that made the entire Household Department a
little nervous, thinking that Xu Qingnian had come over to look for trouble.

“Greetings, Lord Xu.”
“Good morning, Lord Xu.”

However, when they saw Xu Qingnian, they still opened their mouths and said “Lord
Xu”.

Xu Qingnian returned a smile one by one.
At that moment, someone came up.
“Lord Xu, Minister Gu asks you to go to the inner hall.”

The other person spoke up and informed Xu Qingnian that Lord Gu had been waiting in
the inner hall for a long time.

“Good.”




Xu Qingnian had come over this time to find Shang Shu Gu as well.

He walked towards the inner hall, and soon a dozen figures appeared in the inner hall,
looking at the stance, it inexplicably looked like some kind of a three-chamber trial.

Gu Yan stood in the middle of the crowd, his face was thin, his hair was a little gray, he
looked almost close to seventy years old, wearing the official robe of the Shang Shu,
standing with his hands folded, looking at himself from a short distance away.

“My humble servant Xu Qingnian, I'd like to meet Shang Shu Gu, the two lords of the
court, and all my fellow officials.”

Xu Qingnian also appeared calm as he walked up and said this.

“En.” Gu Yan nodded, and then spoke, “Have you accounted for the dossier you took
away the other day?”

Gu Yan asked directly, he had originally planned to make a trip to Xu Qingnian
yesterday, but in the end, he calmed down.

What exactly Xu Qingnian had in mind, he didn’t know, whether he was going to move
against the royal lineage, he didn’t know either, but the only thing Gu Yan could do was
to stall Xu Qingnian for time.

Yes, stall for time, Xu Qingnian wanted to check the tax and silver of the Household
Ministry right? That’s fine, go and look at the information first, when you’ve finished
reading and accounting, then come back to yourself.

At that time, we will talk slowly.

As for the fact that Xu Qingnian has the Dragon Talisman in his hand, he doesn’t care
about anything. His Majesty has said that the Ministry of War and the Ministry of Penalty
are at Xu Qingnian’s disposal, and that the Ministry of Household is just a support.

The first of these is the fact that the government has to be able to do what it wants to
do, but if it can’t, then it can’t say that much.

“The accounting has been completed.”
Xu Qingnian opened her mouth and said with a faint smile.

When this was said, the crowd’s faces changed slightly, while Gu Yan’s expression
remained unchanged and he just looked at Xu Qingnian and said.




“Qingnian, it'’s not that this official is looking down on you, it’s just that you took more
than 8,000 dossiers the other day, and each one of them is incredibly long, so if we
were to let the entire Ministry of Finance do the math, it would take a month.”

“You haven’t even had twenty days to finish the accounting here?”
Gu Yan was not surprised, but asked directly.

The Ministry of the Household sent Xu Qingnian more than 8,300 volumes, before and
after, and you had to read them all for a month, right? Even if you, Xu Qingnian, were to
read them at a glance, half a month would be needed, right?

Now in 20 days, you say you have not only finished reading but also finished
accounting? Are you not bluffing?

“Lord Shang Shu, the subordinate official has his own method of accounting, here is a
breakdown of all the expenses for the past thirty years, | hope Lord Shang Shu will
verify it.”

“Oh, yes, there is also a list of omissions, after reading it, you have to investigate and
deal with it immediately, | believe that the officials of the Ministry of Finance are clean
and upright, but after all, it is better to be cautious when it comes to money and taxes.”

“Otherwise, it would be bad if they were caught in the act.”
Xu Qingnian handed over two copies of the rice paper, one with the numbers that had

been accounted for over the years and one with the areas where mistakes had been
made.

At that moment, the Ministry of the Household frowned, while Gu Yan half-heartedly
accepted the thick stack of paper, before turning his gaze to it.

With just one glance, Gu Yan’s face changed.

Xu Qingnian’s way of arranging things was too subtle, calculating expenses and income
in a clear manner, whether or not this method was difficult to learn was one thing, but
the main thing was that it was convenient

It was like if His Majesty needed to see the tax revenue of the Household Department of
the Great Wel, the presentation would be a large pile of volumes.

Then he would look at them one by one.

Xu Qingnian’s copy was very concise, and Xu Qingnian had even marked the contents
of that volume, so that it would be easy to review and avoid problems.




Gu Yan could tell in an instant that this thing could improve the efficiency of the Ministry
of Household Affairs by at least 30%, and in the future, when everyone was accounting,
it could save too much trouble.

When he looked at the accounts again, he was amazed at every item he read.

The more he looked at them, the more shocked he became.

As the Minister of Household, he knew the accounts of the Ministry of Household best,
and it was not too much to say that he was familiar with them, so he could compare
each of Xu Qingnian’s accounts in his mind.

There was not a single mistake.

And where there was an error, it would be marked on the other copy, because it was
itself the wrong account.

“Good!”
A quarter of an hour later.

Gu Yan couldn’t help but lose his voice and shout out a good one.

And the other officials of the Household Ministry were a little surprised, they did not
know what Gu Yan had read and why he had shouted yes straight away.

Sensing the gazes of the crowd, Gu Yan took a deep breath and glanced at the crowd,
before handing the thing in his hand to the Left Servant and said, “Watch it well, verify it
again, and study it carefully.”

After saying this, Gu Yan looked towards Xu Qingnian and said.

“Qingnian, come in with me.”

This move by Xu Qingnian made Gu Yan no longer dare to underestimate him.

To be honest, it was not that Gu Yan despised Xu Qingnian, but Xu Qingnian’s literary
skills were called Wangu, and he had a talent for investigating cases, a great talent in
the literary world, a great talent in the Ministry of Justice.

But if it is not the great talent of the Ministry of Household, who can know?

What is the foundation of the Ministry of the Household? To put it most simply, it is
arithmetic.




As for the collection of taxes, that is a different level, a political factor, and the bottom
line of the Ministry of the Household is to account for it clearly and then check for fishy
things from it.

Xu Qingnian’s form was of great significance, at least to the Ministry of the Household,
and was extremely helpful.

Soon the crowd gathered around.

And Xu Qingnian also walked into the room.

“Sit.”

Gu Yan motioned for Xu Qingnian to sit, while deliberately pouring tea for Xu Qingnian.
“Qingnian, what you gave me just now, is it really what you wrote in these twenty days?”
Gu Yan inquired.

“In reply to Lord Shang Shu, to be more precise, seventeen days.”

Xu Qingnian said without being condescending.

“In seventeen days, how did you calculate clearly? With all due respect, eight thousand
three hundred and fifty-four volumes, you would have to read them for half a month just
to read them, right?”

“In other words, it only took you two days to account for what the Ministry of the
Household needed three or four months to account for.”

Gu Yan couldn’t help but ask.

Maybe that’s talent.”

Xu Qingnian scratched his head somewhat embarrassedly and said.

Looking at Gu Yan, who was silent, Xu Qingnian did not intend to act anymore, but took
out a piece of paper and said.

“Lord Shang Shu, | know what you want to ask.”




“It is nothing more than to ask the subordinate official about the method of arithmetic
being both accurate and efficient.”

“In fact, the subordinate official just changed the algorithm.”
Xu Qingnian spoke up, knowing what Gu Yan wanted to ask, so he was straightforward.
“A different algorithm? Tell me.”

Gu Yan got up and came to Xu Qingnian’s side, with a gesture of not being ashamed to
ask.

And Xu Qingnian didn’t hide it either, this kind of thing was better to be brought out
earlier, at least it was a good thing for Great Wei.

Reducing manpower costs and improving efficiency, it could even be extended
nationwide, and it would be a kind of national strengthening.

“Gu Shang Shu, the method of accounting for the Ministry of the Household, should be
with the help of something like the abacus, but want to really skilled in learning the
abacus, first of all more trouble, the second is that each account needs to be repeated
over and over again but several times, otherwise the error rate is great.”

“Then one could use addition and subtraction arithmetic to do the accounting.”

“But accounting with addition and subtraction arithmetic requires replacing numbers, for
example, this word one, to be changed to this.”

Xu Qingnian patiently explained for Gu Shangshu, dropping out the Arabic numerals as
well by the way, ten in total.

Gu Yan, who was at the side, listened with great interest and was full of learning
attitude, not daring to breathe a single breath.

“Gu Shang Shu can understand these ten numbers as symbols, this is one and this is
two, not to be confused.”

“Suppose a sum of money is received this year, one thousand four hundred and eighty-
five thousand six hundred and twenty-three taels, and then the expenditure is eight
hundred and fifty-six thousand four hundred and twenty-one taels, then a simple
subtraction can be made.”

Xu Qingnian wrote the numbers up, followed by the conversion, and said in the tone of
primary school teacher teaching someone.




“‘Decrease the number by a large amount, borrow if you don’t have enough, then this,
then this, and finally this.”

“The result is, Liu Hundred and Twenty Nine Thousand, Two Thousand, Two Hundred
and Twenty Two.”

Xu Qingnian spent close to two quarters of an hour going over the principles of addition
and subtraction.

In fact, the concept of addition and subtraction already existed in Great Wei, which had
the art of the nine calculations of the Heavenly Chips, which also counted as addition
and subtraction.

The core point of what Xu Qingnian taught to Gu Shangshu was not addition and
subtraction, but Arabic numbers.

After all, once you need to do the calculations, it is a question of whether it is
troublesome to take an abacus and crackle it around.

The main thing is that you have to do it again after you’ve done it once. A few hundred
taels is easier, but what about tens of thousands? How about hundreds of thousands of
taels? How about a few million taels? What about even tens of millions of taels, tens of
thousands of taels?

How many volumes of expenditure and income of a country can be added up?
In the Ministry of Accounts of the Great Wei, 70% of the staff are engaged in calculating
money every day for 30 days a month, is this tiring? Is it troublesome? Is it a waste of

time?

We can use Arabic instead of numbers, not to mention tens of thousands of taels, even
if i's millions of taels, it's just adding a few more zeros.

“Gu Shang Shu, have you learnt to waste?”

Xu Qingnian asked.

If it hadn’t been learned, it would have to be taught again.
“Old man Understood.”

Gu Yan came back from his shock and heard Xu Qingnian speak in this manner, at that
moment Gu Yan fetched a brush and directly began to calculate.




Gu Yan casually wrote a series of numbers, followed by another series of numbers,
following the method of addition and subtraction taught by Xu Qingnian, although there
was a lag, but the speed was not slow.

After a while, Gu Yan worked out the answer.

Immediately afterwards, he took out a handful of abacuses from a side cabinet and
began to account for them.

The same calculation, Gu Yan Gu Shang Shu was proficient in the art of abacus,
tapping and tapping, was a few breaths slower than the previous one, but it was also
calculated.

After comparing the two, they came up with the exact same figures!

Hiss!

At this moment, Gu Yan, the head of the Ministry of Household Affairs, was completely
frozen in place.

Xu Qingnian was calm, sipping his tea and looking at ease.

After a while, Shang Shu Gu swallowed fiercely and looked towards Xu Qingnian.
“Da Cai!”

“Da Cai!”

“Shouren! You are truly a great talent of the ages!”

Gu Yan grabbed Xu Qingnian’s arm with a deadly grip, excitedly shouting repeatedly,
calling Xu Qingnian a great talent of the ages.

However, Xu Qingnian pulled her hand out and said with a serious face.

“Lord Gu, men and women are not intimate, and men and women are even less
intimate, I'm going to sue you for this.”

He did not discriminate against the love of dragon and yang, but putting it on himself
would not do, especially when he was still so old, this was definitely not okay.

“This algorithm.”

“If it is extended, the efficiency of the Ministry of Accounts will be greatly increased by at
least several times in the future.”




“Xu Shouren, you are truly a great talent of the ages.”

Shang Shu Gu did not care about Xu Qingnian’s remarks, but said with unparalleled
excitement.

Xu Qingnian’s algorithm was not so much accurate as it was simple and extremely easy
to learn, there was no need to learn to plan a dial or to go back and forth for fear of
accidentally getting it wrong.

After all, if you accidentally played the abacus too fast, you would be prone to errors, so
generally speaking an accounting would require five people to do separate calculations,
and the five people must come up with the same answer before it could be recorded in
the dossier.

But with the figures invented by Xu Qingnian, it was even simpler, as the five people still
had to do the calculations once, but there was no need to foolishly keep tapping the
abacus, just add and subtract, and the result would soon be reached.

Wouldn’t this reduce manpower considerably?

The rest of the staff could do other things, and the efficiency of the Household
Department could be at least doubled.

And what is the Household Department? It's the department that controls Wei’s
finances, and by speeding up the basic accounting, it will be able to do other things
effectively.

This is a boon to the Household Department. A day or two may not feel like much, but in
time, a year, a decade, a century.

How much time could be saved in between?
Gu Yan really did not expect that Xu Qingnian was not only extremely talented in

literature, he did not expect to have such a terrifying talent in the Household Ministry as
well.

What the hell kind of person was this?

Could he really be a great talent of the ages?
At this moment, Gu Yan couldn’t help but have a phrase floating in his mind.

"If the heavens do not give birth to me, Xu Qingnian, the Confucian Way is like a long
night.”

Gu Yan inexplicably wanted to change two words for Xu Qingnian.




“The result is, Liu Hundred and Twenty Nine Thousand, Two Thousand, Two Thousand
and Two.”

Xu Qingnian spent close to two quarters of an hour going over the principles of addition
and subtraction.

In fact, the concept of addition and subtraction already existed in Great Wei, which had
the art of the nine calculations of the Heavenly Chips, which also counted as addition
and subtraction.

The core point of what Xu Qingnian taught to Gu Shangshu was not addition and
subtraction, but Arabic numbers.

After all, once you need to do the calculations, it is a question of whether it is
troublesome to take an abacus and crackle it around.

The main thing is that you have to do it again after you’ve done it once. A few hundred
taels is easier, but what about tens of thousands? How about hundreds of thousands of
taels? How about a few million taels? What about even tens of millions of taels, tens of
thousands of taels?

How many volumes of expenditure and income of a country can be added up?

In the Ministry of Accounts of the Great Wei, 70% of the staff are engaged in calculating
money every day for 30 days a month, is this tiring? Is it troublesome? Is it a waste of
time?

We can use Arabic instead of numbers, not to mention tens of thousands of taels, even
if i's millions of taels, it's just adding a few more zeros.

“Gu Shang Shu, have you learnt to waste?”

Xu Qingnian asked.

If it hadn’t been learned, it would have to be taught again.
Understood.”

Gu Yan came back from his shock and heard Xu Qingnian speak in this manner, at that
moment Gu Yan fetched a brush and directly began to calculate.

Gu Yan casually wrote a series of numbers, followed by another series of numbers,
following the method of addition and subtraction taught by Xu Qingnian, although there
was a lag, but the speed was not slow.

After a while, Gu Yan worked out the answer.




Immediately afterwards, he took out a handful of abacuses from a side cabinet and
began to account for them.

The same calculation, Gu Yan Gu Shang Shu was proficient in the art of abacus,
tapping and tapping, was a few breaths slower than the previous one, but it was also
calculated.

After comparing the two, they came up with the exact same figures!

Hiss!

At this moment, Gu Yan, the head of the Ministry of Household Affairs, was completely
frozen in place.

Xu Qingnian was calm, sipping his tea and looking at ease.

After a while, Shang Shu Gu swallowed fiercely and looked towards Xu Qingnian.
“Da Cai!”

“Da Cai!”

“Shouren! You are truly a great talent of the ages!”

Gu Yan grabbed Xu Qingnian’s arm with a deadly grip, excitedly shouting repeatedly,
calling Xu Qingnian a great talent of the ages.

However, Xu Qingnian pulled her hand out and said with a serious face.

“Lord Gu, men and women are not intimate, and men and women are even less
intimate, I'm going to sue you for this.”

He did not discriminate against the love of dragon and yang, but putting it on himself
would not do, especially when he was still so old, this was definitely not okay.

“This algorithm.”

“If it is extended, the efficiency of the Ministry of Accounts will be greatly increased by at
least several times in the future.”

“Xu Shouren, you are truly a great talent of the ages.”

Shang Shu Gu did not care about Xu Qingnian’s remarks, but said with unparalleled
excitement.




Xu Qingnian’s algorithm was not so much accurate as it was simple and extremely easy
to learn, there was no need to learn to plan a dial or to go back and forth for fear of
accidentally getting it wrong.

After all, if you accidentally played the abacus too fast, you would be prone to errors, so
generally speaking an accounting would require five people to do separate calculations,
and the five people must come up with the same answer before it could be recorded in
the dossier.

But with the figures invented by Xu Qingnian, it was even simpler, as the five people still
had to do the calculations once, but there was no need to foolishly keep tapping the
abacus, just add and subtract, and the result would soon be reached.

Wouldn’t this reduce manpower considerably?

The rest of the staff could do other things, and the efficiency of the Household
Department could be at least doubled.

And what is the Household Department? It's the department that controls Wei’s
finances, and by speeding up the basic accounting, it will be able to do other things
effectively.

This is a boon to the Household Department. A day or two may not feel like much, but in
time, a year, a decade, a century.

How much time could be saved in between?

Gu Yan really did not expect that Xu Qingnian was not only extremely talented in
literature, he did not expect to have such a terrifying talent in the Household Ministry as
well.

What the hell kind of person was this?

Could he really be a great talent of the ages?

At this moment, Gu Yan couldn’t help but have a phrase floating in his mind.

"If the heavens do not give birth to me, Xu Qingnian, the Confucian Way is like a long
night.”

Gu Yan inexplicably wanted to change two words for Xu Qingnian.
Change Confucianism to Great Wei.

“‘Minister Gu, | have already taught you the method of accounting, so should we talk
about the business next?”




Xu Qingnian was not arrogant, instead, he mentioned the business, this method of
accounting was just a thin gift to the Ministry of Household Affairs, also to strengthen
Great Wei, but today he came over, not just for this matter.

“En!”

Gu Yan withdrew his mind, and then poured another cup of tea for Xu Qingnian.

“Shouren, you have given such a great gift to the Ministry of the Household, then | will
be straightforward.”

“Actually, giving you all the volumes is not a suppression, but two purposes.”

“One, | am hoping that you can truly understand the current situation of Great Wei.”
“Secondly, | want you to be quiet for a while, you just killed the County King in front of
you, the whole of Great Wei doesn’t know how many eyes are staring at you, if you
make a wrong step, it will be an abyss of ten thousand feet.”

“It is because of this that | will have someone do this, and you should not be upset.”
Gu Yan said honestly, he was not thinking of disgusting Xu Qingnian, nor did he mean
to wear small shoes, this was not necessary, it was just a misunderstanding by the
people below.

“The next official knows.”

Xu Qingnian nodded, he understood Gu Yan'’s thoughts, if he were in Gu Yan'’s shoes,
he would probably do the same.

After all, if one was too rigid, one would break.

But the problem was, in Great Wei today, you couldn’t be more rigid if you weren’t, and
Xu Qingnian couldn’t wait for Great Wei to be in its prime, wouldn’t it be cool to read a
few poems and win a beautiful woman for yourself?

Unfortunately, it wasn't.

“It's good that you understand.”

Gu Yan nodded, and then continued to speak.

“Then let me ask you, what are you going to do next?”

“Tell the truth.”




Gu Yan said seriously.

Since the words had already come out here, there was no need to cover up.

“Levy taxes! Collect taxes! Pay the taxes!”

Xu Qingnian did not intend to cover up either, the other party was the Minister of
Household, and what he was going to do was what the Ministry of Household did, so

naturally, there was no need to cover anything up, so he might as well just say it.

At these words, Gu Yan’s face changed, but he composed himself and looked at Xu
Qingnian and said.

“Taxing who?”

Gu Yan asked.

“The foreigners.”

Xu Qingnian said with certainty.
“The foreigners?”

This time Gu Yan was a little surprised, he had expected Xu Qingnian to say that it was
the royal family, his stomach was full of words that could not be said instantly.

“Lord Gu, from your position, their taxes, should they be made up?”

There was a hint of coldness in Xu Qingnian’s eyes.

Gu Yan was the Minister of Household, and once Xu Qingnian said this, he instantly
understood what Xu Qingnian was thinking.

“The!”
After half a sound, Gu Yan nodded as he replied from the perspective of a Shang Shu.
“Just what is the meaning of back taxes?”

Gu Yan asked, he was a little confused, he could understand all the tax collection and
tax levy, but what is the meaning of back taxes?

“‘Minister Gu, the silver earned by these foreigners in Great Wei every year can be
called astronomical, in the past, it was Great Wei that prospered and allowed them not
to pay taxes, sort of giving these foreigners a chance to survive.”




“But now that Great Wei is gradually declining, how can they be allowed to lie on Great
Wei and suck blood?”

“To make up for the taxes, is to make up for all the taxes they paid three years ago, and
to make up thirty percent back for each one.”

Xu Qingnian spoke his mind.
“Thirty percent!”
“Shouren, will they agree?”

Shang Shu Gu almost screamed out, he was the Shang Shu of the Ministry of
Household, so naturally he understood how terrifying Xu Qingnian’s words were.

To make up thirty percent in one year, three years would be ninety percent.

In other words, if they earned 10,000 taels of silver in three years, they would have to
make up 9,000 taels this year, which was equivalent to earning nothing this year.

Who could agree to this?
No one else could agree to this.

“NO?”
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“What’s happening? Don’t be in a hurry, speak slowly.”

Looking at the official from the Ministry of Penalties who had hurriedly come, Xu
Qingnian told the other party to take it easy and speak slowly.

“Your Excellency, these days, the Fans and foreigners are getting more and more
arrogant and ruthless in their business, and the other day it was a bit hard to suppress.”

“The people went to all the major government offices to file complaints, the Ministry of
Justice doesn’t know how many files it receives every day, but it has been indifferent,
and today a group of scholars came to the capital to have fun, but what they didn’t
expect was to be blackmailed by these Fans.”

“In the end both sides got into a fight, the students were all skinny and weak, and two of
them were beaten up badly, and now they’ve gone to the Xingyang Yamen, and as a
result the Yamen won’t accept the case, and when the people found out about it, they
all surrounded the Yamen and looked like they might want to storm it.”




“The Xingyang magistrate’s head is all over the place now, and he is urgently begging
the Ministry of Penalty.

The other party said with some anxiety.

“Hurt someone?”

“Shang Shu Zhang told me to step in?”

Xu Qingnian took a sip of tea, his expression slightly calm.

“Yes, Shang Shu Zhang has been scolded by many people during this period of time,
not to mention him, the entire Criminal Affairs Department is now being talked about
when they walk out, saying that we are not acting, but the good thing is that the people
of Kyoto are still full of respect for you now.”

“If you had gone over there, they would never have made a scene.”

The other party said this.

“Fine, I'll go there.”

Xu Qingnian got up and followed the other party out, and when he arrived at the
Shouren Academy, he happened to run into Li Heiyi.

“Old Black! Don’'t cook my meal today, I'll eat outside.”

Xu Qingnian greeted.

“Alright, take care, my lord.”

Li Heiyi smiled, he had been in Shouren Academy for more than twenty days, apart
from the normal cooking, he was happy to raise flowers and trim the branches of the
trees when he had nothing else to do.

The people in Shouren Academy were still relatively polite to him, and Li Heiyi’s
goodwill towards Xu Qingnian was growing, but there were many things he did not ask
for the time being, which seemed a bit abrupt, and he planned to wait until he really got
acquainted before having a good chat.

At this time.

Xingyang Yamen.

All the magistrates are out, and the officials from the Ministry of Justice are also here,
for the purpose of peacekeeping, which would be a big deal if there was a real fight.




At the foot of the Son of Heaven, the people had broken into the magistrate’s office, and
if word reached His Majesty’s ears, everyone would have to be questioned.

Outside the courthouse, there were seven or eight hundred people, men, women and
children, all of whom were angry at the moment.

In the courthouse, there were hundreds of foreigners, and when they faced the gaze of
the people of Wei, they were not afraid at all, but had a fierce look in their eyes, and a
touch of disdain.

They didn’t know what had happened during this period, but since last month, no matter
how much they blackmailed people, the officials would help them, although they used to
help them more or less.

It could be preceded by warnings that people were still more subtle in their business
and would go looking for tourists to target, the kind of fools who were a bit better at
scamming.

However, now it is different, no matter what people do, whether it is an official from the
Ministry of Justice or a military soldier on patrol, as long as they find it is to make the
other party pay for it, a big look of not to cause trouble.

They didn’t even scold them a single time.

At first, people were still a bit curious and thought this was a bit odd, but then someone
spread the news that the empress was about to have her birthday and that all the
nations would come to the court then.

Congratulatory gifts were being presented.

So in order to show the national prestige of the Great Wei, they were not allowed to
make any unpleasant things happen to their foreign tribe.

When the news spread, all the Fans and foreigners doing business in the capital
became excited.

It was not unheard of for the emperor to reward them for their victories in the northern
expedition.

The empress had just ascended to the throne and this was her first year, so it was only
natural that they should be grand, so even though they knew that their business was not
clean, they did not dare to do anything, and had to make it small.

After they understood this, they all became excited.




Before, they were still a bit sneaky, too rich to be plundered, those who seemed to have
some background could not be plundered, they could only plunder some foreign
tourists, and occasionally even if they did, they would not get much money.

But now it's different. The Wei government doesn’t want to cause trouble, so they seize
this opportunity to pull the wool over the eyes.

It doesn’t matter whether you have a background or not, unless you are a real big shot,
so what if you do?

The amount of silver that they can get is not small, before it was five or ten taels, but
now it starts at fifty or a hundred taels.

Even just the day before yesterday, a rich merchant touched a piece of jade by hand
and asked for 3,000 taels, the other party also had a source, and both sides almost had
to fight, then the Ministry of Punishment came and said something.

In the end, the rich merchant lost three thousand taels of silver.

Three thousand taels!!!

On a good day, it takes most of the year to earn it, so who wouldn’t be sour about this?
Who wouldn’t be sour?

And so the great competition began. For the past ten days, this group of Fan people
woke up laughing every night in their sleep, and every day they gathered together to
ask how much you had pitched today and how much | had pitched today.

It can be said that they were all in high spirits, each laughing as if they had found silver.

As for the people of Wei, did they have a hard time?

What does it matter to them? They are not the people of Wei. To put it bluntly, they
don’t care even if Wei is lost, as long as they have earned silver, everything is fine.

It’s just that this time things have gone a bit too far.

They had injured someone, and badly, and they were still in the doctor’s office, and it
was a question of whether they would live or not.

“You are a bunch of merchants who deserve to die, cheating and deceiving
everywhere.”

“The government does not care, we, the people of Wei, usually let you, because we do
not want to argue with you about anything, do you really think we are afraid?”




“If there is no justice today, we all will smash the Xingyang Yamen.”
“Yes, where is this kind of bullying.”

“Some foreigners are forcing people to buy just by looking at them, and they can easily
pay 500 taels of silver, who can afford it?”

Outside the Xingyang government office.

The voices of the people rang out, their words filled with anger.

These foreigners, who had been in Wei for hundreds of years, had made a lot of money
thanks to the imperial grace of Wei, and were trying to take advantage of the people of

Wei in every way.

In the past, when everyone was rich, it was fine, but now that the people are not so well
off, these people are still doing what they want.

If a foreign visitor touches something, they force people to buy it, and if they don't,
dozens of people come up to them, scaring them and threatening them, so that the
reputation of Kyoto is persecuted.

This was fine, and the blackmail was not too much.

But now it is getting more and more outrageous, more and more outrageous, and even
the people of the capital are being pitted.

Before it was a must to buy if you touch it, but now it has become a must to buy if you
look at it, it is really getting more and more outrageous.

Today, the people’s grievances have erupted and they are blocking the Xingyang
government office, and they will not agree to anything until this matter is resolved.

The people were furious.

And the Fan people were cursing too, but they were using the Fan language, not the
language of Great Wei, and the translation was simple.

“A bunch of inferior people!”

This was the posture of the Fan people, who earned money from the people of Great
Wei, but simply despised them.

They used to be more respectful, until after the defeat of the Northern Expedition, when
they suddenly understood that Great Wei was not invincible, and it was because of this
that they dared to be so reckless.




Otherwise, when they were in their prime, these guys would have seen the people of
Great Wei as if they were their fathers.

“Lord Xu is here!”
‘Don’t argue, Lord Xu is here.”
“Lord Xu is here, our people are saved.”

“Where is Lord Xu? Lord Xu has finally come, you bunch of Fan people, prepare to wait
for death.”

As the voices of the people rang out.

Not far away, the figure of Xu Qingnian appeared, followed by Feng Jianhua, the Left
Servant of the Ministry of Penalties.

“Lord Feng, be sure to do as | say later.”

Xu Qingnian pressed his voice and said very seriously.
“‘Don’t worry.”

Feng Jianhua nodded his head.

Soon Xu Qingnian quickened his pace and arrived at the entrance of the government
office.

The people shouted in excitement at once.
“Lord Xu, you must redress the grievances of our people!”

“Lord Xu, this bunch of Fan and Hu merchants are doing something wrong in our Wei,
you must do justice.”

“Lord Xu, we all listen to you, you are a good official, unlike these people who collude
with business, we trust you.”

“You are a scholar, we all believe in you.”

With the appearance of Xu Qingnian, the people were completely relieved, they now
had no hope at all for the Ministry of Punishment and the Ministry of War, but Xu
Qingnian was different, it could be said that Xu Qingnian had a very high status in the
hearts of the people.




Before, there were still arrows drawn, but with the arrival of Xu Qingnian, the
atmosphere instantly quieted down a lot.

“Fellow citizens, calm down.”

Xu Qingnian appeared, and the first thing he did was to tell the people to calm down,
and then he looked at the Xingyang magistrate and said.

“Call out the Xingyang order.”

Xu Qingnian spoke, and as soon as he finished speaking, a middle-aged man came out,
wearing official clothes, and bowed towards Xu Qingnian.

“My humble servant wishes to meet Lord Xu.”

Xu Qingnian was an official of the seventh rank, and he was also an official of the
seventh rank, but who was Xu Qingnian? He was the number one person in front of the
empress, a vicious character who had been bailed out even after he had angrily
beheaded the county king.

If he didn’t call out to his lord, what would he call out to?

“What is going on?”

Xu Qingnian asked with a cold face.

“Your Excellency Xu, these merchants had a quarrel with some students who came to
the capital for pleasure, just because the other party took a look at their things, the
merchants demanded five hundred taels of silver in compensation.”

“The group of readers were unwilling to agree, and the two sides fought, and now two
people are seriously injured and are being treated at the medical center, and seven
people are slightly injured.”

The ambassador of Xingyang spoke up and briefly explained what had happened.

“Wounded?”

Xu Qingnian turned her gaze towards the group of merchants, who were inexplicably a
little afraid when they faced Xu Qingnian’s gaze again.

Although they despised the people of Great Wei, Xu Qingnian still looked up to them,
after all, this was an existence that had killed the king.

“If that’s the case, then why don’t you follow the law? It is no small matter to injure a
scholar.”




Xu Qingnian said so.

When this was said, each and every one of these Fan Shang Hu people became
excited.

“On what grounds?”
“They were the ones who broke our things first.”

“Our jade stones, dug out from the divine mountain, are worth a fortune, so why should
we be shut down?”

“You people are unruly, | will sue you.”

A chorus of voices rang out, these Fan merchants were naturally anxious and loud
when they heard they were going to be arrested.

The people, however, were very relieved, and at the same time praised Xu Qingnian for
being a really good official.

“Shut up!”
Xu Qingnian bellowed as he looked at the merchants and said sternly.

“Arrest them all, investigate the matter thoroughly, and if they are found to be
blackmailing people, act according to the law.”

Xu Qingnian was very fierce.

As soon as he said this, before they could say anything, Feng Jianhua quickly came
over and whispered in Xu Qingnian’s ear.

“You can’t be arrested!”

“His Majesty’s birthday is around the corner, and there is already an order from above
that these two or three months must never provoke this bunch of foreigners from the
Fan merchants, lest by then their messengers come to Great Wei and ask for His
Majesty’s guilt then it would be bad.”

Feng Jianhua said with a suppressed voice, but even with a suppressed voice, the
merchants could hear a little of the content.

At that moment, the merchants changed their expressions, but did not say anything, but
secretly breathed a sigh of relief.




Xu Qingnian was a little unconvinced and looked at the gang of Fan merchants.
‘Forget it, forget it, they are not like this for a day or two, the big deal is that after this
matter is over, let the people pay a little attention to it, and then when His Majesty’s
birthday is over, press it again, anyway, no matter what, they cannot be offended.”
“Xu Qingnian, you're in a lot of trouble now, it's best not to get into this mess.”

Feng Jianhua spoke up, and in short, what he meant in a nutshell was don’t provoke
them, just settle for this for now, and then just manage a little after His Majesty’s
birthday is over.

When this was said, the merchants were even happier to hear it.

The truth is that they were really afraid when Xu Qingnian said that he would order them
to do so, because this is an existence that dares to kill the king.

They really didn’t dare to provoke themselves ah.
Xu Qingnian frowned, he looked very hesitant and looked at the gang with anger in his

eyes, but Feng Jianhua kept pulling Xu Qingnian and barking all sorts of instructions,
looking a bit odd.

The people also saw this scene, not knowing what was happening, but somehow feeling
that this matter could not be handled by Xu Qingnian either.

“Alright!”

Xu Qingnian opened his mouth, he took a deep breath and looked towards the people
and said.

“People, | don’t know what to say, but please rest assured that if these merchants dare
to continue acting like this in the future, | will not spare them.”

“This is the end of the matter today, | hope you will all give me face and let you suffer.”
Xu Qingnian bowed towards the people, respectfully.

At this moment, the people were silent, they did not expect Xu Qingnian to dare to lay
hands on them as well, but what they knew even more was that Xu Qingnian could not
invite further wrongdoing.

“Fine, Lord Xu, we believe you! This matter ends here.”

“Lord Xu, if anyone else came, we wouldn’t agree, but you, we give this face.”




“Lord Xu, you are a good official, you must have your own difficulties if you don’t take
action, we trust you and won't give you any trouble, let’s disperse first.”

“OK, OK, OK, let’'s go.”
The people spoke up, they chose to believe Xu Qingnian unconditionally, although they
were a little angry in their hearts, they still didn’t say anything more in the face of Xu

Qingnian.

After all, Xu Qingnian has the courage to do what he says to redress the grievances of
the people.

After that, Xu Qingnian spoke towards the merchants.
“That’s enough, this matter is over.”

“‘Don’t make any more trouble in the future, you will bear the cost of medicine for these
people.”

Xu Qingnian said so.

If they were afraid of Xu Qingnian before, they were not afraid now that they knew Xu
Qingnian had some scruples.

“Paying for the medicine? Sir, are you confused? They were the ones who asked for it,
besides our jade is expensive, they should be the ones to compensate us.”

“Yes, yes, yes, we must be compensated, give us compensation.”

“These scholars, all of them know how to pull the wool over our eyes, Lord Xu, you are
a clear official, you must give us an explanation for this matter, otherwise we will go to
His Majesty to sue.”

“Yes, yes.”

The crowd of Fan merchants spoke up, each one arrogant as hell, but they didn’t say
anything too extreme, after all, this was just to test Xu Qingnian’s attitude and see how
far Xu Qingnian would let it go.

“‘How dare you!”

“You have injured someone and you still want to claim compensation? Are you really
ignoring the laws of Great Wei?”

Xu Qingnian said angrily.




The group of Fan merchants changed their expressions somewhat, but the next
moment Feng Jianhua immediately came and pulled Xu Qingnian, while Xu Qingnian
glanced at Feng Jianhua, who pressed his voice somewhat sharply and said.

“‘Don’t make a scene, at this juncture, you really can’t make a scene.”

“Xu Qingnian, this matter really should not be interfered with.”

Feng Jianhua pulled Xu Qingnian with a look that he must not mess around, which
made the group of Fan Shang even happier.

Xu Qingnian was silent.
And Feng Jianhua looked at the group of Fan merchants and said.

“Forget it, you don’t have to pay compensation, the government will handle it, so don’t
say anything.”

Feng Jianhua said so, telling the people not to continue to make trouble, so let’s stop
here.

| don’t want you to pay the money either.
But when the merchants took a look at the situation, they immediately came to life.

“What do you mean we don’t want compensation? They are the ones who will
compensate us! If they don’t compensate us, we won'’t leave today.”

“Yes, aren’t you bullying us, the foreigners? We want to sue the imperial court.”

“My jade stone is worth tens of thousands of taels of silver, is it too much to pay 500
taels of compensation?”

“Not too much, not too much at all.”
The crowd was rowdy and smug.

Feng Jianhua'’s face changed, while the people clenched their fists, wishing they could
rush in now and beat the gang up.

“All right, these five hundred taels are given by the Ministry of Punishment, this is over,
don’t be bickering about anything.”

Feng Jianhua roared, and he came to fire.




You have beaten up people, you are not allowed to pay compensation, you are told to
get lost, and you are still not happy?

And you want to continue to extort compensation? Are people willing to do that?
Bullying is bullying, but is it possible to bully people like this?

But in the end, Feng Jianhua took a deep breath, he didn’t want to make a big deal out
of it, so let’s leave it at that.

When this was said, all the merchants laughed, completely and utterly laughed.

Awaken Chapter 114 -

Kyoto, Great Wei.
In the Shouren Academy, after Xu Qingnian’s order was given.

At this moment, the entire Ministry of War and the Ministry of Penalty had already been
on the move.

These days, the foreign merchants have been running rampant in the capital of Great
Wei, doing business instead of doing it properly, but only doing crooked things.

They have been unable to resist for a long time, but they have been ordered by their
superiors not to move.

The people have been pointing fingers at them, calling them the dogs of the merchants,
and they are angry too.

They had been holding their anger in their stomachs, especially the officials from the
Ministry of Justice, who were even scolded by the people when they walked along the
road.

Now that Xu Qingnian has finally given the order, the officials of the Ministry of Penalty
and the Ministry of War have completely let themselves go.

As hard as they had pressed before, they were now as ferocious as they could be.

“Brothers, Lord Xu has ordered that the unscrupulous Fan merchants be apprehended
and all arrested and brought to the Ministry of Penalty for trial!”

“What are you still doing? Lord Xu has ordered the Ministry of Punishment and the
Ministry of War to join forces and arrest everyone on sight!”

“‘Let’s go, let’s arrest all these bastards.”




A voice rang out, it was the officials from the Ministry of Punishment and the Ministry of
War, they were now like wild horses that had broken free, heading straight for the major
streets.

The Huainan Yamen.
A large number of capital soldiers swarmed out, each with a serious expression.

The people were furious, they looked at the soldiers and officials with a real sense of
anger.

These days, they had been humiliated, but what they didn’t expect was that today, when
they broke out, these soldiers would come to stop them!

“Fellow villagers and fathers, these officials and soldiers are really too inappropriate,
even if they don’t help us, now they come over and want to suppress us, let’s fight with
them.”

“Yes, how badly have we been victimised by these merchants these days? It is not
enough that you have seen us being bullied, but now you are helping the enemy.”

“Listen up, if these officials and soldiers arrest us, we will go outside the palace and
make a scene, | don'’t believe His Majesty will not care about us.”

The anger of the people raged as they shouted, their eyes filled with rage.
These days, they were really pissed off by this **merchant.

Only when the officials arrived and saw the people like this, they couldn’t help but shout
in haste.

“‘Don’t misunderstand, we're not here to trouble you, Lord Xu has an order that recently
the Fannish traitorous merchants have been doing wrong within Kyoto, so we are told to
arrest the traitorous merchants, you people can go to the Ministry of Punishment now,
Lord Xu wants to examine them in public.”

“If the Ministry of Punishment is standing full of people, let’s hurry back now and take
out all those receipts, Lord Xu has a use for them.”

“In a word, you can’t trust us, but you can always trust Lord Xu, right? He has done the
people justice, we see it in our eyes, don’'t we?”

He was afraid that the people would really mutiny, and if this were to go outside the
palace, it would not be a trivial matter.

As soon as he said this, the people fell silent, and all of them began to whisper.




But immediately someone spoke up.

“‘Even if we don't trust them, we can still trust Lord Xu. Lord Xu is a Confucian scholar
who would rather offend the great scholars by seeking justice for the people of South
Yu.

“The other thing is, when Lord Xu entered Kyoto, one of his officials was bullied, and
Lord Xu would rather destroy his career than make a scene at the Ministry of
Punishment, and the other day he beheaded the King of Huai Ping in anger.

“Let’s not talk about anything else, but Lord Xu is a really good official in the capital. If
we go to the Ministry of Justice without any problems, if we are cheated by the
merchants, we can go back and get the receipts, and Lord Xu will definitely do it for us.”

The people were talking as soon as they heard the loud voice.

“Yes, yes, Lord Xu is a good official, Lord Xu will indeed redress our grievances.”

“En, | believe in Lord Xu... What does Pingqiu have to do with Lord Xu? A million
people died in vain, Lord Xu could have left it alone, it's a case that happened decades

ago, but Lord Xu would rather risk offending a prince and still seek justice for the
people, he even invited the holy will, this alone is something we have to believe.”

“Okay, | don’t believe anyone else, but | believe Lord Xu! Let’s go, let’s go to the
Ministry of Punishment.”

“Then let’'s go back and get our receipts, | told you Lord Xu would not ignore us, let's go

”

now.
The people opened their mouths and murmured.

They hesitantly whispered at first, not that they didn’t believe Xu Qingnian, but they
didn’t believe what these officials said, only when they looked at the attitude of these
officials, the crowd then believed they were true.

“Stop talking, let’s go, to the Ministry of Punishment, let’s back up Lord Xu.”

“Lord Xu came to the capital to make a fuss at the Ministry of Punishment and
beheaded the county king in anger, now that we've encountered this, it's reasonable to
say that Lord Xu can’t step in anymore, he’s already offended many people, but now
Lord Xu sees our pity and still steps up for us.”

“We definitely can’t let Lord Xu get cold feet, let’'s go over there and back Lord Xu up!
Lord Xu is our people’s parent official, a good official, now Lord Xu must be under great
pressure, if we still make trouble here and don’t go to support Lord Xu, then are we still
human?”




Some people shouted loudly, arguing that Xu Qingnian had done too much for them,
and that now he was under enemy in the court, the Great Wei Palace despised Xu
Qingnian, the civil ministers despised Xu Qingnian, and the hundred officials despised
Xu Qingnian.

In such a difficult situation, Xu Qingnian still came out to redress the grievances of the
people, and if people did not support Xu Qingnian, who else would support him?

As soon as these words were said, the people became excited and headed towards the
Ministry of Punishment.

Looking at the people who left in a flock, the capital soldiers were completely relieved.
“This Xu Qingnian’s prestige is really big, he has already won the hearts of the people.”
“Yes, we should be polite when we see Lord Xu in the future, don’t look at Lord Xu’s
rank now, but the people of the world support him, so he will be able to climb up the
ladder and may be the Prime Minister one day.”

“En, we must respect Lord Xu when we see him in the future.”

The capital soldiers were shocked beyond measure, Xu Qingnian’s rallying power made
them really don’t know what to say, a single word could make the people follow him
over, if it was any other Shang Shu who came over, | guess the people wouldn't listen.

It was terrifying, gaining the hearts of the people.

It was not just the Huainan magistrates’ offices, but also the magistrates’ offices all over
Kyoto where the same thing happened.

Countless people went over to the Ministry of Punishment to support Xu Qingnian.

At the same time a voice appeared in Kyoto.

“Everyone stop it, Lord Xu has done us justice, go to the Ministry of Punishment.”

“Lord Xu is standing up to the pressure of the heavens to redress the grievances of us,
the people, and to severely punish the treacherous merchants, everyone go to the
Ministry of Punishment and give Lord Xu support, if we, the people, don’t give Lord Xu
support, there will be no one to give Lord Xu support.”

“Lord Xu has offended all the people of Confucianism, and all the civil servants of the
court, and the royal family hates Lord Xu. Let’s go to the Ministry of Justice and give
Lord Xu our support.”




The people shouted, word of mouth, for everyone to go to the Ministry of Punishment
quickly, yet some still spoke up, full of doubt.

“Xu Qingnian didn’t back us up before, why is he standing up and speaking out now? Is
there a ghost?”

“Yes, he didn’t come forward earlier, he didn’t come forward later, he came forward at
this time, it feels like there are not many good people in office.”

“Collusion between the government and business, this Xu Qingnian is not a good
person either.”

An odd voice rang out, appearing eerie, this was deliberately done by someone to
discredit Xu Qingnian’s reputation, so that the people would not blindly believe.

Just as soon as the words were said, what was instantly drawn was countless curses.

“What are you saying? Lord Xu didn’t show up before? When people beheaded the
county king, were you blind? Were you deaf when he caused a fuss at the Ministry of
Punishment? How can you say such things? Are you still a human being?”

“Why didn’t Lord Xu step in before? That’'s because he had just killed the county king
and the court didn’t like him, so Lord Xu didn’t dare to come forward. Do you have a
conscience?”

“Yes, Lord Xu has done too much for us, the people, to be honest if this ** merchant is
not too abominable, | really do not want Lord Xu to step forward again, pity me Lord
Xu.”

“Lord Xu is so pitiful, both to speak up for us people and to be insulted by you people,
why don’t you go and die? By the way, who are you? How come | haven’t seen you
before?”

“Yes, yes, yes, who are you? | haven’t seen you before either, are you from our street?”
The people were not stupid, their first reaction was anger, thinking that Xu Qingnian had
done enough for everyone and that the reason why he had not come forward all this

time was because Xu Qingnian had endured too much.

The reason why Xu Qingnian had not come forward was because he had endured too
much.

At the same time, as everyone cursed angrily, someone suddenly reacted and realised
that these people seemed to be unfamiliar faces, ah, and when they questioned them
more carefully, the person who had just spoken instantly turned pale and wanted to run
away, but they were stopped by the people.




They would not let them go.
“Guys, | just have a broken mouth, I’'m a tourist, a visitor.”

“Yes, yes, we don’t know what’s going on, we just made a few remarks, don’t get angry,
don’t get angry.”

When the gang saw that public opinion was not right, they quickly shivered in fear and
immediately begged for forgiveness, informing everyone that they were just talking
casually.

“Just talking? You’re just saying whatever you want, Lord Xu is something you can talk
about? | think you have evil intentions, catch him and hand him over to Lord Xu for
disposal later.”

“Yes, yes, seize him, Lord Xu is a noble man who has served our people well, and you
still want to gossip about our Lord Xu? Are you people?”

“They are definitely not tourists, they must have ill intentions, seize them and send them
to the magistrate’s office.”

The people were furious, they were not stupid, they instantly realised that there was
something wrong with these people, they caught the gang straight away and were going
to report them to the officials.

“Listen to me for a moment, everyone, Lord Xu is a good official, let’'s not question
anyone about this, if he is not a good official, then who in the whole of Great Wei dares
to claim that he is?”

“A man who dares to rebuke a great scholar for the people, a man who dares to make a
scene at the Ministry of Justice for the people, a man who dares to kill a county king for
the people, will he be greedy for money? No! Would he curry favour with merchants?
No! He wouldn’t even please the emperor, would he please a **merchant?”

“Some people are creating rumours to harm our Lord Xu, we must not be fooled, if
anyone dares to say one more bad word about Lord Xu, they will be taken directly to the
court and let them know not to chill Lord Xu’s heart!”

“If we let Lord Xu get cold feet, who will stand up for us ordinary people in the future?
Who will speak for the common people?”

Someone roared, instantly sensing that something was wrong, and called on the crowd
to support Xu Qingnian.

And one by one, the people responded.




“Lord Xu, he’s a good official! Let’s support him!”
“Go, go, go, go to the Ministry of Punishment, don’t say anything.”

“‘Damn it, if anyone dares to curse Lord Xu one more time, I'll chop his head off with this
pig-killing knife, what a bastard.”

The support of the people was almost unprecedented.

And at this moment.

In Kyoto.

All the merchants were like ghosts at this moment, they were running around, and the
soldiers were arresting them as soon as they saw them, no matter what, and taking
them straight to the Ministry of Justice.

Many of these merchants ran into the homes of the people and tried to escape, but they
were also taken away, and when they saw them, many people stood outside and

shouted at the soldiers to come and arrest them.

Countless merchants were taken away, and they were all screaming in agony, but there
were also arrogant people.

‘Do you know who | am? Do you know who is behind me? How dare you arrest me?
You are dead!”

“My country’s emissary will be here soon, which one of you dares to arrest me? Believe
it or not, I'll tell our emissary to go before His Majesty and censure your Ministry of
War.”

“You dogs, how dare you arrest us? Do you want to die?”

The foreign merchants were dumbfounded, yesterday they were able to do business in
Kyoto with impunity, all kinds of rampant and arrogant.

But today they had suddenly become rats and everyone was shouting at them, who
could bear it?

The cowardly ones were afraid and kept saying that they had done nothing wrong and
that they were just passing through.

The bold ones were still fierce, arrogant and domineering, and thought they were the
King of Heaven.

“Shut the hell up.”




The Jing Bing kicked up and pointed at the Fan merchant who had been shouting and
cursing angrily.

“If you say one more fucking word, I'll cut you down with a knife, believe it or not. Do
you really think this is your home, you dog?”

“This is Wei! It's you who should get lost!”

The Peking soldiers were furious too, they had been patrolling the streets for some time
and had seen many people being bullied by these merchants.

They were angry!
They were angry too.

But what could they do? There were orders from above not to let them arrest people,
and they even had to be partial to them.

This belly full of fire has caused them to grow a lot of stuff on their faces during this
period of time.

But to their surprise, this happiness came so suddenly, the top suddenly ordered that
they could arrest people?

The Beijing soldiers were so excited that they rushed out, more enthusiastic than in
battle.

Anyone who dared to shout would be slapped twice. Two more slaps on the wrist?

Still not convinced? If not, they would beat them to death.

“Good! Well said! This is the Great Wei, it's these people who should get lost!”
“Good job, we should fight to the death.”

“Our soldiers of Great Wei still have blood in their veins.”

The people shouted and even applauded on both sides, cheering for the Peking
soldiers.

And for a moment the Peking soldiers became even more excited, a sense of glory
came over them, what did they become soldiers for? What did they become soldiers
for? To defend their country, but not to mix with the army.

What is defending the country? To protect their own people, but also to be praised by
the people.




Now that the people are praising them, how can they not be excited? How could they
not be excited?

“People, this gang of crooked merchants, Lord Xu has said that they will be punished
severely, so just wait for the good news, and Lord Xu has said that anyone who has
been cheated by this gang of crooked merchants should hurry back and get their
receipts.”

“We are all just doing our jobs, the person who is really under pressure is Lord Xu, there

is a lot of power behind this gang of treacherous merchants, it is not for us to say
whether we can eradicate them completely, nor is it for Lord Xu to say, it is for you to

say.
“People, | was also raised by my parents, | am a citizen of Wei, but today we must say
something from the bottom of our hearts, this gang of foreigners, they have been
making a fool of us in Wei, today Lord Xu is standing up for us! He will do us justice!”
“You must support Lord Xu, if you don’t, Lord Xu’s heart will really be chilled.”

The capital soldiers spoke up, saying all the good things for Xu Qingnian.

After hearing this, the people could not help but be moved to tears, after all, there are
really not many good officials who can stand up for the people these days.

Soon afterwards, the merchants were sent in batches.
The merchants were sent to the Ministry of Justice one by one.

The Ministry of Justice was jammed with people, both inside and outside, including a
dozen streets outside, all of whom came to watch and support Xu Qingnian.

The good thing is that the Beijing soldiers had left their men behind beforehand, leaving
a lane empty.

All the merchants were escorted over, one by one, into the Ministry of Justice, while the
people on both sides cursed loudly and angrily.

“‘A** merchants, do you really think no one can punish you?”

“What a bunch of dogs, Lord Xu, you will be punished severely.”

“Arrogant, why don’t you guys continue to be arrogant?”

“Boss Choi, where is your arrogance from yesterday? Why aren’t you talking now?”

“Lord Xu, you must punish these treacherous merchants.”




The people roared in anger, and some even took vegetable leaves and smashed them
directly on the gang of treacherous merchants, but they still did not relieve their hatred.

The fact that they had attracted such hatred showed how many things these merchants
had done that made people angry.

Outside the Ministry of Justice.
A public hall is set up!
At the main table sits Xu Qingnian.

On his left is the Minister of Punishment, Zhang Jing! Gu Yan, the Minister of Household
Affairs!

On the right sits Zhou Yan, the Minister of War.
Three of the Six Ministers are sitting in the audience.
Xu Qingnian was presiding over the trial.

It is clear how big this is.

There was no need to mention the fact that many spies were already sending messages
back to the city, and the whole of Wei was concerned about this matter.

The three Shang Shu listened to the trial.

Xu Qingnian is presiding over the trial with the Dragon Talisman.

No matter what the outcome is today, Great Wei will once again be abuzz with
excitement.

One by one, the merchants were arrested, and even if only the leaders were arrested,
three to four hundred people were arrested, and it was fortunate that this was set up
outside the Ministry of Justice, for if it were inside the Ministry of Justice, there would
have been no room for examination.

The crowd grew, the people gathered, even if they were dozens of streets apart, there
were people standing and watching, letting those in front of them pass on the news.

By the end of the day there were already 700 or 800 merchants, and all of them were
big leaders, while the rest of the small leaders were in other places.

They were not qualified to enter at all.




He took a glance at the sky.

Xu Qingnian took a sip of tea, not in a hurry, for the real characters had not yet arrived.
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Kyoto, Great Wei.
The outer hall of the Ministry of Justice.
Xu Qingnian looked at the group of merchants and did not say a word.

Looking at the sky, Xu Qingnian knew that the real big shots had not yet made their
appearance.

Who were these people? Kyoto merchants, they don’t need to pay taxes to do business
in Wei, what does this mean? What does this mean? It means that the money they
make every year is a net profit.

And why are the foreign merchants in Wei like fish in water? Why are they so dominant?

In the past, when Xu Qingnian first came to the capital, he encountered such a situation
and saw with his own eyes the blackmail of the merchants.

Why are they so arrogant?
If there weren’t some people behind them? Even Xu Qingnian didn’t believe it.

Even Xu Qingnian could be sure that the bigwigs behind these merchants, you said
there were not a few princes, would they dare to do so?

The answer is obvious.

The merchants were mad, but how mad could they be? Arrogant on someone else’s
turf? Isn’t that seeking death?

If you dare to be arrogant, you have the capital and the courage.

Xu Qingnian didn’t want to find out who was behind them today, his aim was simple: to
punish these merchants severely in front of the people behind them.

He wanted to bite off a piece of meat.
“Xu Qingnian, you dare to arrest me? Do you know who | am? | am the tribal leader of

the Tai Wu Clan, and | am extremely close to the messenger, if you arrest me, | will
definitely tell our messenger!”




“Xu Qingnian, untie me, if you offend me, | can guarantee that you will end up
miserable, you simply don’t know how powerful we are.”

Someone shouted, the most arrogant of the Fan merchants, they roared and looked at
Xu Qingnian with flames coming out of their eyes.

They were relatively large merchants, strong and with people behind them, but what
they didn’t expect was to be caught like dogs, leaving them with no shame!

However, in the face of these two, Xu Qingnian’s face was clear and cold.

“According to the laws of the Great Wei, threatening an official of the court is a crime
punishable by beheading!”

“Men! Kill!”

Xu Qingnian’s face was clear and cold as he threw out the order on the table, the word
beheading was overbearing.

“Xu Qingnian! Are you crazy?”

“Xu Qingnian, if you dare to kill me, you will die a miserable death!”

The two men still shouted, they simply did not believe that Xu Qingnian dared to kill
them, roaring in anger, the arrogance in their eyes was very similar to that of the Huai
Ping County King, but the arrogance of the Huai Ping County King was that he thought

he had a great background and thought he could not die.

The arrogance of these people, on the other hand, was that they thought they had done
nothing wrong, and even if they had, they did not deserve to die, so they had no fear.

But!

The order had already been given.

Without any change of expression on his face, the official of the Ministry of Punishment
directly grabbed these two people and pulled them aside.

“Wait!”

Xu Qingnian spoke, and at this moment all the merchants sighed in relief, mistaking Xu
Qingnian for a man who was afraid and wanted to give himself a step down.

The two merchants also shut up, they did not dare to continue to provoke Xu Qingnian,
in case Xu Qingnian really had a hot head, they would have lost their heads.




Everyone looked at Xu Qingnian, and the people were curious, wondering what Xu
Qingnian was doing all of a sudden. Were they really afraid?

But at that moment, Xu Qingnian’s voice rang out coldly.
“‘Behead them on the spot!”

Four words fell, and at this moment there was an uproar.
“What? Beheaded on the spot?”

“Xu Qingnian really dares to do this?”

“Is this Xu Qingnian crazy?”

The merchants were horrified, unable to believe that Xu Qingnian would say such a
thing. Is that too harsh?

The people also smacked their lips, knowing that Xu Qingnian was fierce, but they
never thought that Xu Qingnian would be so fierce?

“Yes, sir!”

The officials of the Ministry of Justice didn’t say anything, they just grabbed the two
merchants and brought them to the open space, kicking them twice to make them kneel
on the ground.

The large swords were waved and the cold light flashed.

The two merchants’ lips turned white with fear and their words seemed to tremble.

“Xu Qingnian, even if we are at fault, we do not deserve to die, you are bending the
law!”

“Xu Qingnian, you can talk nicely about what’s going on, if you really move us, you will
definitely not suffer well.”

The two men’s words were arrogant, but their voices trembled; with a knife at their
necks, how many people would dare to speak up? Especially such profit-oriented
merchants.

When the sword fell, the officers of the Ministry of Punishment were not dullards, and
Xu Qingnian did not say to stop, they naturally carried out their orders strictly.

However, it was just in the nick of time.




A voice rang out.

“‘Save the man under the sword!”

A majestic voice rang out, someone had finally arrived.

How could someone not come when things had come to this point?

All the merchants breathed a sigh of relief, the voice was familiar to them.

The officers of the Ministry of Justice stopped and did not continue to chop, after all,
someone had said that they would not dare to continue chopping.

However, at that moment, Xu Qingnian’s voice followed.

“Chop!”

The voice was cold and heartless, ringing in the duo’s ears.

In an instant, there was no more hesitation on the part of the officers of the Ministry of
Punishment, for this was an order given by Xu Qingnian, and the Minister of
Punishment, Zhang Jing, had explained it clearly before.

Xu Qingnian was in charge of everything, and whatever he said was what he would do.
No one would be of any use, unless His Majesty himself came.

“‘How dare you!”

That angry roar rang out, trying to stop it.

But the knife of the official of the Ministry of Punishment had already fallen.

Two heads rolled to the ground, blood splattered all around, and with two fluttering
sounds, the heads of the two merchants were gone.

Silence!

The Ministry of Justice’s Minister Zhang Jing, the Ministry of Household Affairs’ Minister
Gu Yan and the Ministry of War’s Minister Zhou Yan were silent.

The Ministry of Justice was silent, the merchants were silent, the people were silent.




Everyone was silent.
The reason is that Xu Qingnian really chopped off the heads of two merchants.
This is to The first thing you need to do is to get rid of the problem.

To be honest, these merchants were able to run amok in Kyoto, the people were not
stupid and knew that there were people behind them.

When that voice sounded, they also realized that someone was going to step in to
protect these merchants.

So they didn’t think that Xu Qingnian would really dare to wield his sword and cut them
down.

But what they didn’t expect was that the two merchants who were screaming the
loudest were really dead.

This is really There is something unbelievable.
The first thing you need to do is to kill them.

It was a clean cut.

There was no mercy whatsoever.

“All troops listen to the order.”

The next moment, Xu Qingnian’s voice rang out again.

At that moment, the officials from the Ministry of War and the Ministry of Punishment
stood in line in unison, their aura like a dragon.

“‘No matter what, today’s matter will be decided by my words, if anyone dares to stop
this officer from handling the case again, they will be severely punished according to the
law, and those who dare to disturb the order will be killed!”

Xu Qingnian spoke, he was not satisfied with what happened to the other side, very
dissatisfied.

To have an official from the Ministry of Justice strike, and actually have hesitation and
pause, this kind of law enforcement ability, it was too poor!

However, Xu Qingnian also understood that these officers were also worried that they
would be too quick with the knife and make the situation too stiff, but this was not a




reason, the natural duty of officers and soldiers was to obey orders, if they did not obey
orders, they were not doing a good job.

“We obey orders!”

The crowd spoke in unison, giving the strongest response.

And at that moment, the voice of the Minister of Penalty, Zhang Jing, followed suit.
“Today'’s trial is conducted by the Ministry of Penalty, the Ministry of War, and the
Ministry of Household in cooperation with Lord Xu, Lord Xu’s order is our will, and also
His Majesty’s will, the two people who enforced the law just now, receive ten military
truncheons as a sign of punishment!”

Zhang Jing understood where Xu Qingnian’s discontent lay, so he spoke up at the first
opportunity, firstly to tell everyone that Xu Qingnian alone could make the decision on
today’s matter, and secondly to tell everyone that the three of them, the three Shang

Shu, had completely sided with Xu Qingnian and supported him unconditionally.

Of course, the most important point is that these merchants should be killed! What could
be done if they were killed?

“Xu Qingnian, Lord Xu, you really have great official authority.”

At that very moment, a voice rang out.

This voice was filled with anger.

Not far away, a middle-aged man walked over, wearing a python robe, with a dragon
walk, a Chinese face, thick eyebrows and a murderous aura, a powerful aura that made
the surrounding people a little afraid.

This was a vassal king, the King of Zhenxi County.

The real king in power is the county king, but he is definitely higher than the Huai Ping

County King, because he holds real power, is the feudal king of a land, and has military
power under his hand, such a figure is a man of the people in all parts of the Great Wei.

Anyone would have to give him the benefit of the doubt.

Especially because of his title, the King of Zhenxi.

He was the seventh son of Emperor Taizu and suppressed the entire north-western
realm, otherwise how could he have dared to be known as the King of Zhenxi?

This vassal king was no weaker than Prince Huaining.




His appearance caused all three Shang Shu to rise to their feet.
“‘My humble servant, | have met the King of Zhenxi!”
The three opened their mouths and bowed towards the King of Zhenxi.

The Zhen Xi King’s gaze, however, did not fall on the three Shang Shu, but instead
turned his gaze towards Xu Qingnian.

There was anger in his eyes, he had already said that he would leave people under the
sword, but Xu Qingnian still dared to behead these two merchants, how could he not be
angry?

“‘How dare you! Why do you worship the King of Zhenxi? Xu Qingnian, you have
overstepped your authority, which is a great crime! You should be punished!”

At this moment, the guards beside the King of Zhenxi roared, martial artists, pointing at
Xu Qingnian with a furious roar.

However, Xu Qingnian paid no heed, but calmly took out the Dragon Talisman of the
Great Interior.

When the Dragon Talisman appeared, King Zhen Xi’s face changed, and those guards’
faces also changed instantly.

“‘How dare you all not kneel when you see the Saint?”
Xu Qingnian asked in a stern voice, looking at King Zhenxi’s guards.
“‘Kneel!”

The King of Zhenxi spoke with a suppressed voice, and in an instant these guards knelt
on the ground, chanting Long Live My Emperor.

And the King of Zhenxi also bowed his hands towards the dragon talisman, he was a
vassal king, he could not kneel, but he had to pay a bow, it was respect.

“King Zhenxi is kind.”

Xu Qingnian smiled blandly.

The big fish had finally arrived, it was not in vain that he had laid out for so long.
The King of Zhenxi was a vassal king, he had come a long way to the capital, it was

certainly not because of himself, nor could he have been unpredictable, come to think of
it wasn’t just the group of princes in Kyoto who had invited their helpers.




In the case of the foreign merchants, no power in Kyoto would dare to show its face,
and if it did, it would be looking for death.

However, the foreign princes can come forward, they are not in the capital, so even if
they want to throw dirty water on them, they cannot do so.

Unless they had substantial evidence.

“This king

The King of Zhenxi had just opened his mouth, yet Xu Qingnian’s voice rang out.
“Does this official tell you to get up again?”

Xu Qingnian looked at the guards beside King Zhenxi, a simple statement that made
King Zhenxi frown.

The King of Zhenxi’s guards did not dare to get up, but their faces became ugly, as the
King of Zhenxi’'s guards, their status was also extremely high, and they could be said to
be the overlords in the local area, in any place, who would not give them some face?

Even if they went to other county kings’ residences, those kings would be slightly more
polite to them.

Xu Qingnian, on the other hand, kept making them kneel on the ground, which was
too humiliating, and at the same time, it was also not giving face to the King of Zhenxi
ah.

“Xu Qingnian.”

Zhen Xi King was just about to continue speaking when Xu Qingnian’s voice rang out
again.

“King Zhenxi, dare | ask if there is an imperial decree for you to enter the capital?”

Xu Qingnian once again interrupted the King of Zhenxi, he was not afraid of any King of
Zhenxi or King of Zhenbei, he had already offended many people anyway, one more
prince for you is not much, one less prince for you is not much.

“So what if | have? So what if there isn’t?”
The King of Zhenxi was furious.
He had heard of Xu Qingnian’s arrogance and knew that Xu Qingnian was arrogant, but

these were all from other people’s mouths, yet when he saw it today, he was really
arrogant to the extreme.




“If there is an imperial decree, everything will be fine.”

“If there is no imperial decree, according to the laws of the Great Wei, the legacy of the
Great Ancestor, a vassal king cannot enter the capital without an imperial decree.

“Your Majesty, don’t put your servant in a difficult position, but please produce the
imperial decree.”

Xu Qingnian spoke out, one word at a time, speaking clearly.

People smacked their lips, a series of shocks, Xu Qingnian was just too domineering,
facing the King of Zhenxi, a king with real power, and daring to speak like this.

What the hell kind of person is this?
Does Xu Qingnian have seven guts?

Oh, no, did Xu Qingnian have nothing else but guts?

“The King has always heard of Lord Xu’s reputation, knowing that he is upright and
unafraid of power.

The King of Zhenxi took out the imperial decree and placed it on the long table, he did
not get angry, nor did he argue with Xu Qingnian over any verbal arguments.

Because he knew that Xu Qingnian was already not giving him any face, everything was
done in a public manner, if he wanted to use his power to oppress others, or to show off
any king’s prestige.

It would definitely not work.

Since Xu Qingnian was doing everything in a public manner, he could also do it in a
public manner, he wanted to see what Xu Qingnian could toss out.

“Your Highness is too kind, but | don’t know what your Highness wants to do at the
Ministry of Justice today? Are you also being robbed of your silver by these
merchants?”

Xu Qingnian smiled modestly.

And King Zhenxi did not smile, his face was calm.




“This king has come today because he wants to see how Lord Xu will judge the case,
this king has received a secret report that Lord Xu has taken money from others and is
acting in an improper manner, being the royal family, he has the responsibility to
supervise all the officials of Great Wei, of course this king also believes that this is a
misunderstanding, just that no matter what, this king has the obligation to supervise.”

“If Lord Xu is really upright, the king will certainly punish these villains severely, but if
Lord Xu is unfair in judging the case, then the king will not sit idly by and do nothing, |
hope Lord Xu will forgive me.”

The King of West China has thoroughly understood what kind of person Xu Qingnian is,
so he intervened in this matter in a different way, using his usual style, the Minister of
the Six Ministries would give himself face, but Xu Qingnian would not give himself face.
It was better to be direct.

“Understood.”

“Your Majesty is dedicated to the Great Wei, this is something that my humble servant
respects, since this is the case, then take your seat on your right.”

Xu Qingnian nodded, it was good that people were coming, but he was afraid that they
wouldn't.

“Then these subordinates of this king?”
The King of Zhenxi said calmly.
“Oh, in theory, minions are not allowed to observe, after all, the Ministry of Penalty

adjudicates cases, but for the sake of the king’s status and the fear that some thieves
might disrupt the law, these minions will make an exception for once.”

Xu Qingnian had a smile on his face, but the word “lackey” was a sneer that was spot
on.

In Great Wei, a lackey was different from a minister; in Xu Qingnian’s previous country,
a lackey was someone close to him, and a minister was someone who did things, so a
lackey had a higher status than a minister, and was also a compliment.

However, in Great Wei, a lackey meant a slave, without any dignity or power, equivalent
to goods, and a vassal had a higher status than a lackey.

Naturally this one sentence scolded these few guards with ugly faces, and if the King of
Zhenxi were not here, they would probably have cursed a few times.

‘Lord Xu, a sharp tongue, that’s really good, this king admires you.”




The King of Zhenxi smiled, followed by a sullen face and settled down, several guards
also got up and stood behind the King of Zhenxi, their faces grim and frightening.

Just after he had settled down, King Zhen Xi wanted to speak.
However, Xu Qingnian once again took the lead.

“Your Majesty, you are listening to the trial, but there is one thing that | have to remind
you of, the person in charge of this trial is this official, not the king.

“Lest it bring trouble to the king.”

Xu Qingnian reminded.

At the same time, he was also telling the other party that he was the biggest today, and
no one was qualified to give orders for him except His Majesty who had come,
otherwise, even if you were the king, I, Xu, would dare to take action.

You don’t believe me? Think about what happened to the Huai Ping County King.
“What Lord Xu said, this