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and kissing me like crazy. This is thrilling. The more thrilling it was, the more 
Shirley melted. In the end, she let herself go and went along with the crazy 
game. She wrapped her arms around Zacharias’ neck. 

The kiss went on for three minutes, and it soothed their longing slightly. 
Shirley raised her head, her eyes glistening with timidity. Both their eyes were 
also gleaming with desire. 

“Come to my place tonight,” requested Zacharias quietly. Their kiss was not 
enough to quench his thirst. He had missed Shirley too much. 

Shirley gulped nervously. “I’ll tell my folks I’m taking the day off.” Zacharias 
looked at the sheepish lady and kissed her forehead. “Sure.” Shirley wrapped 
her arms around Zacharias’ waist. She loved his cool, alluring scent, and she 
looked at him closely, trying to see if he was exhausted from all the work. 
Fortunately, Zacharias seemed to have an abundance of energy. He looked 
as lively as ever. 

“Have you been busy lately?” Zacharias held Shirley’s hand and led her to his 
couch. He picked up his teacup and handed it to her. 

Shirley took it and had a sip of water before she nodded. “A bit, but not as 
busy as you.” Zacharias took a seat, staring at Shirley’s face in love. Shirley 
held up the teacup, enjoying the attention he was giving her. 

Just then, Zacharias thought of something on a whim. He wanted to take her 
along for dinner later. “I have an appointment tonight. Dinner, if you will. Can 
you come with me?” It was an appointment with another country’s vice 
president. He would bring his wife along as well, so Zacharias wanted to bring 
Shirley with him. 

Shirley was a little nervous hearing that she would be meeting an important 
guest. “Me? Who are we meeting?” “Dansbury’s vice president and his wife,” 
Zacharias said. She smiled. “This will be part of your life eventually. You can 
practice for it.” Shirley realized that marrying Zacharias didn’t just mean a 
regular marriage. 



She had responsibility. She must stand with him and face the future together. 

Bravely, she said, “Of course. I’ll go.” She was willing to face anything with 
him. No matter how nervous she was, she must conquer her fears. Marrying 
him was not an unconditional thing. She must become a woman who could 
face anything with courage. 

Zacharias was touched. He pulled her into his embrace and kissed her 
forehead. “Thank you for coming with me.” “Part of my job.” Shirley smiled. 
This was her honor. When she told her parents about it, they backed her up. 
They knew the responsibility Zacharias was carrying, and if their daughter 
wanted to marry him, part of that responsibility would fall on her as well. 

Noon arrived. Shirley was in the waiting room. A makeup team and outfit team 
were serving her. These people were professionals. They picked a light green 
gown that gave off a fresh feeling. It was simple yet elegant. Shirley’s hair was 
curled, which made her look even more elegant. 

Shirley stood before the mirror, looking at herself. She pursed her lips and 
took a deep breath. I have to bring my A-game tonight. I can’t embarrass 
Zacharias. 

Then, it was evening. Zacharias stopped working and came out of the 
conference room. Freddie draped a suit over him and said, “Sir, Miss Lloyd 
awaits you in the waiting room.” Zacharias made his way to the waiting room, 
buttoning his sleeves. Shirley was on the couch, reading. When he saw her, 
he was stunned by her beauty. She looked gorgeous, with the regal backdrop 
accentuating her. Zacharias stopped breathing for a moment. 

Shirley sensed someone coming in. She looked up and saw Zacharias and 
stood up, smiling. “Is it time to go?” 
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for another one, and he hadn’t tied it up. 

He extended his hand. “Will you tie my necktie for me?” Shirley elegantly 
approached Zacharias and took the necktie. Zacharias wrapped an arm 
around her waist and pulled her closer. When Shirley was tying the necktie, 
he seized the chance to peck her lips. “You’re gorgeous tonight.” Shirley 
looked at him. “I hope I won’t embarrass you.” “You won’t. After tonight, the 
whole world will know we’re dating,” Zacharias said. 



Shirley blinked. “What? Why?” “Because the entrance is going to be 
broadcast to the whole nation live. It’s important news making its way to the 
world.” Shirley’s eyes went wide. Did he just trick me into making an official 
announcement about our relationship? 

Zacharias’ convoy was waiting downstairs. Shirley held his arm, following him 
down. The staff members were already looking at them. They thought the vice 
president was single, but now they were proven wrong. The vice president not 
only had a girlfriend, but he had a gorgeous one, too. She was tall, lithe, 
gorgeous, gentle, and gracious. She was obviously from a rich family. 

Shirley thought she would get nervous, but with Zacharias by her side, she felt 
a bubble of invisible strength enveloping her. She stood with him calmly, 
accepting everyone’s stares. They got into the car, and the convoy made its 
way to the hotel where the dinner would happen. 

Reporters from all around the world were gathered here, holding up their 
cameras and mics, waiting for the moment to witness the friendship between 
the two nations deepening. 

When Shirley got out of the car, she was blinded by the camera flashes. 
Okay, everyone’s going to know we’re dating after this dinner. 

Shirley heard a reporter saying, “Vice President Zacharias Flintstone’s fiancée 
will be attending this dinner as well. Oh, she’s gracious. How captivating.” 
Shirley heard that, and she waved at the camera. This was her first time 
attending something like this, but she grew up having a lot of confidence, as if 
this was where she was supposed to be. 

Zacharias was shaking hands with everyone, but he was also holding 
Shirley’s hand at all times. Their interlocked hands were captured by a lot of 
cameras. 

Zacharias took Shirley into the great hall. There, they met a few more people, 
and Shirley smiled at all of them. They came to the dining hall on the third 
floor, and she saw the wife of Dansbury’s vice president. She was in a purple 
dress. 

Freddie came over and whispered, “Miss Lloyd, we’ve prepared a present for 
tonight. After dinner is done, we shall present it to the guests in your name.” 
Shirley nodded. She was now representing the nation, and she felt heavy 
responsibility and duty weighing on her shoulders. 



Angela was at home, seated before the TV and holding her husband’s arm. 

When she saw her daughter passing through the screen, she teared up, 
excited. 

“Our girl’s finally making a name for herself,” said Angela. 

Richard felt conflicted. He didn’t want his daughter to leave his care so soon, 
but Zacharias was the perfect husband for Shirley. He had to let her go. When 
his wife told him to let Shirley intern at Flintstone Residence, he objected to it, 
but he eventually relented. Now that Shirley and Zacharias were in love, he 
didn’t have to worry about his daughter’s love life anymore. 

Still, he knew that once Shirley became Zacharias’ wife, responsibility and 
danger would come to her, just like how they came to Zacharias. Richard 
narrowed his eyes. I will keep my daughter safe. 

It was time for dinner. Shirley chatted in Chinese with the wife of Dansbury’s 
vice president. She was well-read and knew a lot of stuff, and the second lady 
of Dansbury was interested in their nations’ histories. Shirley was a history 
enthusiast, too, so the second lady got a lot of answers to her questions from 
Shirley. She was impressed by this young lady. 
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After dinner, Shirley took a present from the waiter and presented it to the 
second lady of Dansbury. Delighted, the lady hugged Shirley and gave her a 
present in return. The dinner finally came to an end, and Shirley eased up a 
little. She stood with Zacharias, sending the second lady and gentleman of 
Dansbury off. Once their vehicle was out of sight, Shirley heaved a sigh of 
relief. She raised her head, asking, “Did I embarrass you?” Zacharias put an 
arm around Shirley’s waist and leaned down. “No. You made me proud.” 
Shirley smiled. That was the best praise she could receive. Zacharias took her 
into the car, but before that, Shirley saw the waiter walking to them with the 
present. She asked Zacharias, “Where are we sending this gift?” Amused, 
Zacharias said, “The second lady of Dansbury gave you that. It belongs to 
you.” Shirley was surprised she could keep the present. 

“Take it. It’s your prize.” Zacharias chuckled. He told his bodyguards to take 
the presents while he took Shirley into the car. 



Shirley got into the car, and someone texted her. She picked up her phone 
and realized it was from her mother. ‘Your father and I are going to Elliot’s 
place. 

We’re probably going to stay at their family’s hotel. You do whatever you want 
tonight. 

Shirley heaved a sigh of relief. She was going to come up with an excuse not 
to go home later, but her mother gave her one. ‘Sure, Mom. Can do, Shirley 
texted. 

Zacharias huddled closer. “Who are you talking to?” “My mom. She and my 
dad won’t be home tonight, so I don’t have to go home either.” Shirley smiled 
at Zacharias. Zacharias was surprised. “Really? You can come to my place 
tonight?” “I didn’t say I was going to your place. I’m going to Grandma’s,” 
Shirley teased. 

Zacharias held her hand at once and imperiously said, “You’re not going 
anywhere but my place tonight.” Shirley chuckled and said nothing more. The 
bodyguards had entered the car as well. Can’t flirt with them around. 

The convoy made their way to the Flintstone Residence. Shirley was excited 
all the way, and she couldn’t wait to get there. 

They finally arrived at the residence. Zacharias got out of the car and saw a 
red supercar parked in the courtyard. He frowned. 

Shirley looked at the red car too, and she paused for a few moments. That’s 
Tony’s car He’s here too? “Is Tony staying here?” Shirley asked curiously. 

Zacharias said, “No, he’s leaving in a bit.” Shirley glanced at the look on 
Zacharias’ face and realized that Tony would be kicked out. She felt sorry for 
the guy. 

Tony was in the living room, lounging on the leather couch. He was munching 
on a bag of snacks while watching a movie. When he saw Shirley, he happily 
said, “My Goddess, you’re here. It’s been days since I saw you.” “What brings 
you here?” “I’m staying here for a bit,” said Tony. This was like his home 
anyway. Zacharias let Shirley go and approached Tony. “Come out. We need 
to talk.” Tony blinked and looked at his uncle and then at the gorgeously-
dressed Shirley. At once, he knew he couldn’t stay tonight. “Okay, Zacharias.” 
Tony stood up and followed Zacharias out. 



Tony said, “Don’t stay here tonight. Go to my dad’s place.” “You’re kicking me 
out just to date my goddess, aren’t you? It won’t be that easy.” Tony’s eyes 
twinkled with mischief. 
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getting anything. 

“What do you want?” Zacharias knew his nephew wasn’t one to acquiesce 
that easily. 

“I’m kinda tight on money lately.” Tony was delighted. I can get money from 
him now. 

“How much do you want?” Zacharias narrowed his eyes dangerously. 

“Not much. Fifteen grand.” It’s not easy getting fifteen grand from him. 
Zacharias scoffed. “Fifteen hundred.” “I’m not leaving, then. I’m going to stay 
here tonight. You’re not going to flirt with my goddess.” Tony opened the door 
and was about to get in. Zacharias relented. “Fine, I’ll do it.” Tony pulled his 
hand back and turned back around with a smile. “Give me the money before 
you leave. I don’t want you breaking your promise.” Zacharias took his phone 
out and gave Tony the money. Fifteen grand. Tony cursed himself. Man, that 
was quick. Maybe I should’ve asked for more. He could’ve given me 75 grand 
if I asked. Too late for regrets. 

“Now leave,” snapped Zacharias. We can’t have this guy here ruining things 
for us. 

Tony said, “Right away.” When he came back into the lounge, Shirley was 
having some water. He pretended he had to leave. “See you next time, my 
goddess. I have to go now. Urgent stuff.” Zacharias shot Tony a sharp look. 
The guy took his car key and left, and then he was gone from the residence. 

Shirley smiled, watching Zacharias turn the TV off. She didn’t ask him how he 
managed to chase Tony out. She pretended none of this had happened. “It’s 
still early. Do you want to work for a bit?” she asked. 

Zacharias took the glass of water and gazed at Shirley. “Do you think I’m still 
in the mood to work tonight?” Shirley felt electrified for a moment. Zacharias’ 
gaze was like fire, and she melted for him. 

“My time is yours tonight.” Zacharias put the glass down and hugged Shirley. 



“Work’s important, but you’re more important.” Shirley wrapped her arms 
around him. She missed him so much, and that hug squeezed out all her 
longing for him. She rubbed her cheeks against his chest. 

“Okay, then.” “Let’s go upstairs.” Zacharias picked her up and carried her in 
his arms. Shirley giggled, wrapping her arms around his neck. 

“I don’t want to tire you out. Put me down.” Zacharias didn’t listen to her and 
took her upstairs instead. Shirley enjoyed his firm hold on her. She felt safe 
and secure in his arms. She thought he would at least put her down so she 
could have some rest, but he didn’t. Instead, he took her to the battlefield. 

His bed. 

Shirley’s heart started to race. She did miss him a lot, but this was too quick 
and straightforward. Shouldn’t we… Shirley couldn’t think of anything else 
better to do with the time, and her cheeks burned. What’s going on with me? 
Why am I so lewd ever since meeting him? “I need to take a shower.” Shirley 
sat up. 

Zacharias stopped halfway through, taking his suit off, and he smiled. “Sure. 
Go ahead.” Shirley was about to go in, but Zacharias hugged her from behind. 
He unzipped her gown, revealing her beautiful back, and he kissed her 
shoulder. “Go.” Shirley’s heart raced faster. Zacharias did a little favor for her, 
and she felt loved. Shirley went into the bathroom. Once the water started 
running, she couldn’t hear what was happening outside. She just wanted to 
have a serious shower. 

Unbeknownst to her, a dangerous, ravenous silhouette was standing outside 
the bathroom, and then it opened the door. 
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so it made it easy for him to come in. 

When Shirley heard the door opening, she turned around and quickly hid 
herself in the steam. “Why did you…” “We’re showering together.” Zacharias 
smiled and came in. 

Shirley blushed. “Is it too late to say no?” Yes. Zacharias held her waist and 
the back of her head, and then he kissed her. 



Shirley moaned and was pulled into Zacharias’ embrace. He led the action in 
the steamy bathroom. They then took the battle to the bed. 

Shirley had no idea how much time had passed, but she was eventually 
exhausted, and she was usually a vivacious person. She lay in Zacharias’ 
arms languidly, with nary the strength to even open her eyes. 

Zacharias was combing her hair. He was radiating warmth, like a tiger who 
had its fill. Shirley had a look of enjoyment on her face, a smile curling her 
lips. 

Zacharias kissed her. “Sleep.” Shirley didn’t even want to think. She was so 
tired, she just wanted to sleep, and she fell asleep in Zacharias’ arms a while 
later. He kissed her hair and fell asleep with Shirley in his arms. 

Dawn came. Shirley opened her eyes and found that Zacharias was already 
gone, though he left a note for her. He told her to get breakfast after she woke 
up, and then someone would take her home. Shirley wanted to stay, but 
Zacharias was going to work immediately, and with Christmas coming, he 
would have a lot more to deal with. 

Shirley went home. Right after that, she got news that her father would bring 
his whole family back to the base for Christmas. That included her. Shirley 
was shocked. “Why are we going back to the base? Can’t we celebrate 
Christmas here?” Shirley quickly asked. 

“Tons of things to settle at the base. Pack up your stuff, Shirley. We’re setting 
off at six.” Shirley wanted to stay, but her parents would be at the base, and 
as their daughter, she had to celebrate Christmas with them. 

Back in the bedroom, Angela said, “Richard, you could’ve told Shirley about 
this. 

She’s confused right now.” Richard shook her head. “I can’t, or she won’t 
leave. Zacharias is dealing with some dangerous individuals right now, and 
he’s worried she might get dragged into the mess.” Earlier in the morning, 
Zacharias called Richard and asked them to take Shirley back to the base. He 
was dealing with some dangerous people who had intel on a lot of stuff, 
including Shirley’s details. Shirley went back to her room. 

Resigned, she called Zacharias. I have to go back to the base. 



“Hello?” Zacharias asked. 

“Zach, my dad just said we’ll be celebrating Christmas at the base. I might 
have to go with him,” said Shirley, a little resigned. 

“It’s alright, Shir. We’ll meet after Christmas. I can’t leave work right now 
either, so you spend some time with your folks,” said Zacharias, consoling 
Shirley. 

Shirley had no choice but to listen to him. “I will. You take care of yourself. 
Don’t work through the night, alright?” “Yeah, I know. I won’t,” said Zacharias 
in a husky voice. 

“I’d love to see you again before I leave.” Shirley bit her lip. Richard was in a 
hurry, though. They had to leave by six, so she wouldn’t be able to do that. 

“Go to the base with your folks, alright? I’ll see you there after Christmas.” 
“Really?” Shirley asked, surprised. 

“Yes.” “We have a deal. You’re coming to the base for me after Christmas.” 
Shirley was delighted. She grew up in the base, and she was more than 
happy to take Zacharias on a tour. 

After getting her spirits lifted, Shirley packed her things. 

Back at Zacharias’ office, Zacharias put his phone down and heaved a sigh. 

Now that Shirley and her parents are safe, it’s time to settle a score. This will 
be a hard battle. 

 


