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Chapter 12: Fake Love
River Colden
Present

“River, baby, please. Baby, you love me, right? We love each other. The
Maoaon Goddess pave me you and me to you. We're meant to be together.
This is just a small hiccup in cur relationship and everything will be

alright, T promise.” Tvy tries to console me with her pitiful expressions.

She crawls towards me on the floor and holds onte my legs, hugging it
desperately, but I don't hawve the patience for this, for her, for what we
have and [ don’t think I ever will again.

She continues to beg while 1 keep shaking her off my leg. Eventually, 1
manage to get her off me and she is just sitting down on the floor, cryving
and pleading, but T know that none of it is true and she is just putting up

an act.

Teould refect her right now. Teould tell her that T've had enough of all this
drama, all the lies, and deceit. What she did, lying to me, just that was
enough reason to forget her being my Luna because no Alpha should
allow that.

5till though, a part of me feels uncomfortable seeing her in this position.
1t's the mate bond, the one that binds us together, that is alse currently
making me feel horrible for treating her like this.

Fuck. Fuck all af this. Why the hell did the Moon Goddess give me

someone like this? IU's so goddamn unlair.

My mind instantly poes to Keira and how she must have thought of the
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same thing, how unfair it is that Ivy artived and took her away from me. T
should have listened to her. Hell, 1 should have listened to Zane teo, but
like he said, it's too late now.

But it doesn't mean 1 have to keep giving in te Ivy and her pathetic
actions. Tt all has to stop.

“River, Ilovey- "

YShut up,” 1 tell her with such a venomous tone she instantly freezes in

[ear.

Y“Remember this day, vy " My finger is pointed at her and I'm teying my

best not to do more than just make a point.

YBecause from this day forward, you're no longer my Luna.”
She gasps. “Are you- are vou rejecting me?!"”

Ywhat I'm doing is making you feel what you made Keira feel.™
She blinks at me confused. “Wha-"

“fy Quinm, youwill no longer be treated as my Luna. Starting today, you
will no longer live the lavish life vou have been living this entire time.
You're not allowed to command other wolves to do whatever you want
them ta do either and you sure as hell aren't allowed to belittle them
thinking you are better. Your only and true purpose here is to bore me an

heir, and until that happens, you are nobody to me,"”

1 feel a weight lift off of my chest after finishing, and though the mate
bond is making my heart hurt a little, I push through.

Ivy looked to be a little too stunned to spealc. | doubt she feels heartbreak
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over our relationship, but more so the fact that 1've taken away her
privileges and power and that's what angers me the most, too.

I'was a total fucking idiot for not seeing it until now. Or maybe [ did, and [
just chose to brush it off before. Stupid. So stupid.

“you can't do this! River, you- you can't treat me like this!™ She cries out.

“Alpha. Call me your Alpha from now on. None of that 'baby’ shit. And in
case you didn't notice, I've already done ik See, Ivy? You shouldn't have
lied to me. What you did, you ruined everything we had and could have

had. " T lurned around and started Lo walk away.

Teould hear her whimpering, and this time it's likely real. She's broken
because 've taken everything away from her, and my heart immediately
hurts in my chest knowing that that's exactly what T did te Keira, but
CVEN WOrse.

I took everything away from her and she had nobody left. No one else to
turn L. Twondered how much she eried, how much pain she felt at that

Lirne walking the world all by hersell.

Just as I was halfway out of the room, | stopped and took a deep breath
betore tuming back around.

She was sprawled on the floor, hands in between her legs and tears

running down her face.

This time, Tno langer felt bad seping her like this. All Tean think about is

how much she deserved it
“And for the record,” 1spoke again and she looked up at me instantly.

UTwidll never love you the way Tdid Keira."” Then Twalked oul of the roam
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and kept walking until my body felt like stopping.
When I looked up, I realized I was right beside a specific room. Keira's.

Slowly, T push open the door and I'm standing inside her room. Nathing
seems ta have changed except for the tact that it feels so much colder
now that she's no longer here.

I'm alene, and the heavy feeling is drowning me. This makes me think of
her again and how lonely she must have felt during that time.

“puck! I'm such a fucking idiot!” 1 release my anger and frustrations in
her room, crying out all the bitterness in my heart.

I'm just glad no one can hear me here as all the rooms in this area are

soundproofed. 4

I decided to stay here for a while. I go to sit on her bed and feel her old
sheels. T know she's no lonper there and her presence is long gone. Tn

fact, her presence disappeared just a day after she was banished.

Tt would have happened slower, but she wasn't really connected to us by
bleod, and that's even the more disappeinting part, If she was, it'd be
easier to feel her again. Not entirely easy, per se. There would be a
process to it, but it could happen. 1t was possible.

But with Keira's case? [t wasn't. If anything, it was closer to impossible.
No matter how hard the closest wolf to Keira would tey and connect to her
again, it would just be like trying to talk to a wall.

Having tired myself out due to today's unexpected ciccumstances, [
decided to stay and rest here for a while, but because I didn't want
anyone to see me if it se happens that somebody dees come in here for
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whatever reason, I turned off all the lights and locked the door,
Knowing I was safe to stay here for awhile, I let my body rest and soon, I

fell into slumber, melting into her sheets and imagining what it would be
like if she was still here.

—
r{" Lovette Author

"Fra asken til ilden" - "From the ashes to fire" in
Norwegian.

Things are just going from bad to worse for Alph:
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