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Chapter 1151: Mysterious Black Robed Person

The deep-blue-colored flame appeared extremely mysterious. The flame was like
transparent sea water that slowly spread apart as it rose. Its faint ripple was just like
ripples of water...

The Glazed Lotus Heart Flame within Xiao Yan’s body fluctuated the moment this deep-
blue flame appeared. He was not unfamiliar with this kind of fluctuation because every
time a Heavenly Flame met another Heavenly Flame, both flames would form this kind
of special fluctuation...

Moreover, Xiao Yan was also familiar with this deep-blue flame. He had seen it on Han
Feng’s body back then...

Sea Heart Flame, a Heavenly Flame ranked fifteenth on the Heavenly Flame Ranking...

Xiao Yan’s eyes stared at the deep-blue flame on the black robed person’s body. A
moment later, his voice was a little deep as he asked, “Han Feng’s Sea Heart Flame?”

Back when Han Feng had reappeared after having been rescued by the people from the
Hall of Souls, he had lost this Sea Heart Flame. From what he had said, it had been
taken away by the Hall of Souls. Now, this person, who had suddenly appeared in front
of him, was a member of the Hall of Souls. It was obvious that this Heavenly Flame was
the Sea Heart Flame that Han Feng had lost!

“Ke ke, your eyesight is not bad...” The black-robed person did not deny this as he
faintly laughed. Under his black robes, his glowing eyes stared at Xiao Yan in a
somewhat heated manner. He said, “I know that you possess more than one Heavenly
Flame in your body. The reason | have come to look for you this time around is not to
capture you and bring you back to the Hall of Souls. That is something for the others to
do. My ultimate aim... is the Qi Method you practice!

“The Qi Method that allows Heavenly Flames to merge with each other!”

A killing intent that was difficult to suppress suddenly rose within Xiao Yan’s heart as he
sensed the searing hot eyes under the black robes. Flame Mantra was his greatest
secret. Anyone who dared desire it needed to be killed!

“This is Holy Pill City. The limbs of the Hall of Souls really reach far...” Xiao Yan
laughed in a cold and dense manner. The Dou Qi within his body appeared like
floodwaters as it whizzed and surged forward. His entire body remained in an extremely
cautious state. In order for this black-robed person to appear in this place in such a




quiet manner, that person’s strength must be terrifying. At the very least, Xiao Yan
sensed a dangerous aura from the other party that required him to treat this person
seriously.

“That Qi Method is something that | had gotten my hands on first. However, that old
fellow Yao Chen used a despicable method to snatch it from me. | am currently only
taking back the thing that belongs to me...” The black-robed man softly laughed. He
raised his head slightly. With the help of the moonlight, one was able to see a little of
the man’s pale chin.

Xiao Yan’s eyes immediately focused when he heard this man’s words. He knew the
Flame Mantra was something that Yao Lao had found from damaged ruins back then.
Moreover, it was rumored that countless numbers of experts had been attracted to the
ruins. Although Xiao Yan did not personally withess what happened, he could guess
that an intense battle had to have erupted for the things that remained.

‘I know that there are two elite Dou Zuns within this place. However, | have already
used a Spiritual Lock in this small courtyard. They will not be able to discover anything
for some time...” The black-robed person moved his sleeve and a shriveled hand that
seemed to be nothing but skin on bone slowly extended from his sleeves. He clenched
his hand and a cluster of deep-blue flames was swiftly formed into something like a ball.

“Hand over the Qi Method and | will spare your life tonight...”

Xiao Yan coldly laughed. A silver glow flashed under his feet, and he appeared on the
wall of the small courtyard. A jade-green flame surged out and smashed into the
invisible barrier on the wall.

A low, deep sound appeared. Xiao Yan’s punch was unable to break the invisible
barrier. All it did was cause some ripples to appear.

“Stubborn fellow. Do you think that you are Yao Chen?” The black-robed figure’s voice
had become cold when he saw what Xiao Yan attempted. He randomly waved his
sleeves and the deep-blue flame swiftly agglomerated into a blue-colored fire spear.
With a swing, the spear cut through the empty air, transforming into a blue shadow that
shot toward Xiao Yan with a sharpness.

Xiao Yan'’s expression was ice-cold. His body shook and the sound of thunder
appeared. His body disappeared from the spot almost instantly and dodged the blue-
colored fire spear.

“Sea Restraining Net.”




The hand of the black-robed person suddenly grabbed at the empty space behind him
after Xiao Yan’s figure disappeared. Numerous deep-blue fire lines shot from his five
fingers. They swiftly intertwined with each other to form a fire net, which wrapped
around the empty air.

“Chi!”

An enormous heavy ruler suddenly hacked down and appeared where the fire net had
rushed over. It continued down with great might and ruthlessly slammed into the deep-
blue-colored fire net.

Sizzle sizzle!

The Glazed Lotus Heart Flame collided with the Sea Heart Flame and a sizzling sound
immediately erupted. The two types of Heavenly Flames began to wildly corrode each
other...

“Break!”

Xiao Yan'’s eyes turned chilly during the erosion. The jade-green flame suddenly
erupted and violently danced, forcefully splitting apart the deep-blue fire net.

Xiao Yan’s body swiftly pulled back. While he did so, the jade-green flame on his hand
was split into two, transforming into the Green Lotus Core Flame and the Fallen Heart
Flame. After which, they merged once again. Within a short few breaths’ time, an
exquisite jade-green fire lotus appeared...

With Xiao Yan'’s current strength, creating this fire lotus by merging of two flames had
already reached the point where it was easy as he please...

Xiao Yan flicked his finger after the fire lotus was formed. It carried a beautiful firetail as
it rushed toward the black-robed person.

Xiao Yan waved his hand after the fire lotus rushed over. The Earth Demon Puppet
appeared. Under Xiao Yan’s order, the puppet charged at the black-robed person
without any fear of death. At the same time, Xiao Yan’s body once again pulled back
and appeared by the invisible barrier. Both of his fists appeared like a storm as they
swiftly landed on the barrier. This caused the Spiritual Lock to continuously form ripples.

“Not a bad Dou Technique. It is able to merge Heavenly Flames. Looks like that Qi
Method has been beneficial to you...” The black-robed person smiled in a dense
manner. The deep-blue flame, that adhered to his ten fingers, swiftly moved in the
space in front of him. Immediately, a cluster of deep-blue flames agglomerated into the
shape of a fireball. After which, the fireball split to form a fissure that swallowed the
jade-green fire lotus.




The deep-blue-colored fireball had just swallowed the jade-green flame when an
unusually powerful explosion materialized within it. The fireball exploded apart. Jade-
green flames shot in all directions, destroying the tidy, small courtyard and turning it into
complete chaos.

The jade-green flame was around five feet from the black-robed person when the Sea
Heart Flame automatically launched an attack, reflecting it away. Hence, this Angry
Buddha Lotus Flame failed to cause even the slightest harm to the black-robed person.
From this, one could tell just how terrifying the strength of the black-robed person was.

The black-robed person flicked his finger after blocking the attack of the fire lotus. Over
a dozen deep-blue fire lines shot from the tip of his finger. After which, they firmly
trapped the Earth Demon Puppet that had rushed over. It was unable to break the
entanglement of the fire ropes regardless of how it struggled...

“With your strength, you are still unable to break the Spiritual Lock that | have placed...”

The black-robed person faintly spoke. He looked at Xiao Yan, who was using his
strength to attack the Spiritual Lock, with indifferent eyes after easily resolving the fire
lotus and the Earth Demon Puppet.

Xiao Yan’s fist violently smashed against the barrier. His expression became uglier as
he looked at the spreading ripple. It was unexpected that this mysterious, black-robed
person was actually this strong. Based on his guess, the strength of this person had
likely reached a three star or even a four star Dou Zun!

Although Xiao Yan’s expression was a little ugly, he did not lose focus. This black-robed
person might be strong, but Xiao Yan was not some persimmon that anyone could
randomly knead...

“I do not have much time. If you continue to remain stubborn, you should not blame me
for killing you...” The black-robed man’s eyes were indifferent as they stared at Xiao
Yan. He gently stepped through empty air and slowly took one step at a time toward
Xiao Yan. This was Holy Pill City. His actions must not be made known to others.
Otherwise, if those people from the Pill Tower were to discover them, things would
definitely be quite troublesome.

Xiao Yan expression became ice-cold as he glared at the black-robed figure slowly
walking over. He flicked his finger and a wisp of jade-green flame shot onto the Earth
Demon Puppet a short distance away, blasting apart the fire ropes binding its body.

The Earth Demon Puppet’s body moved after it was freed. It rushed in front of Xiao Yan
and stood before him like a metal tower...




Xiao Yan widened his mouth after rescuing the Earth Demon Puppet. A jade-green
flame was spat out before splitting into the Green Lotus Core Flame and the Fallen
Heart Flame. He rubbed the dark-black ring on his finger and a dense-white Bone
Chilling Flame appeared...

“Ha ha, three types of Heavenly Flame? Not bad, not bad. The rumors are indeed true.
Looks like | will gain a lot this time around...”

The black-robed person was a little surprised when he saw the three clusters of
Heavenly Flames in front of Xiao Yan. He immediately let out a loud laugh as he
clenched his palm. The deep-blue flame rushed out of his palm. It slowly spread apart
and completely wrapped around him. Looking from a distance, that black-robed man
appeared just like a fire god, looking extremely mighty.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes were dangerous. He inhaled a deep breath of air and a grayish-white-
colored flame slowly rolled up his throat...

“Life Transformation Flame...”

A chill surged within Xiao Yan’s eyes as he looked at this grayish-white flame in front of
him. He immediately waved his hand, and he started to merge the four types of flames
together in front of the stunned gaze of the black-robed person.

“Are you courting death?”

The expression of the black-robed person slightly changed. His body moved, and he

transformed into a black shadow that shot toward Xiao Yan with lightning-like speed.
The deep-blue flame was swiftly gushing out of his palm.

The speed of the black-robed man was extremely swift. He seemed to have merged
with space as he had appeared in front of Xiao Yan the moment he moved. His hand
was curled, and he carried a sharp force that ruthlessly grabbed at the top of Xiao Yan's
head.

Xiao Yan was just about to activate his Three Thousand Lightning Movement to dodge
after sensing the black-robed person’s sharp attack when a slight shattering sound
suddenly resounded over the courtyard. Xiao Yan’s swept around, only to find that the
invisible barrier, that had covered the courtyard, had been shattered into a countless
number of tiny spiritual fragments...

A vast aura suddenly swept down from the stars when the spiritual barrier was broken.
At the same time, a calm voice that was filled with vicissitude slowly reverberated over
this small courtyard.




The face of that black-robed person immediately changed when this voice sounded. He
lifted his head to look at the sky as he cried out in a hoarse voice, “Xuan Kong Zi?”
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Chapter 1152: Old Mu Gu

This sudden unexpected change also surprised Xiao Yan. His eyes swiftly looked to the
night sky above his head. However, it was completely empty. There was not a single
person there. However, the vast, mighty aura spreading down caused him to feel some
fear...

“I's someone from the Pill Tower...”

Xiao Yan sighed in relief within his heart. The Extermination Fire Lotus he was merging
quickly paused before he carefully scattered it. His toes pressed on the ground, and he
swiftly pulled back. A clear long roar was also emitted.

Swoosh swoosh!

The clear roar had just sounded when two figures rushed over to the courtyard as fast
as lightning. They had appeared beside Xiao Yan in an instant. At the same time, their
eyes were furiously looking at the mysterious, black-robed person in the air.

“Are you alright?” The Little Fairy Doctor glanced at the messy courtyard. Her grayish-
purple eyes stared at the black-robed person in an icy manner while her mouth asked a
guestion full of concern.

Xiao Yan shook his head and he replied with a deep voice, “I'm alright. Be careful. This
fellow is not an ordinary person...”

Tian Huo zun-zhe’s face was a little ugly as he stared at the mysterious, black-robed
person. He said with a cold smile, “You are an elite Dou Zun no matter how one puts it.
Why are you sneaking about?”

At this moment, the hearts of the Little Fairy Doctor and Tian Huo zun-zhe were
undoubtedly furious. From the looks of the courtyard, it was obvious that it had just
experienced a big battle. Moreover, the two of them did not sense a thing. The poor
protection they provided would really cause one to feel ashamed.

The mysterious, black-robed man remained suspended in the air. His sinister gaze
flickered as he glanced at Xiao Yan. It was unexpected that the old fellows from the Pill
Tower had managed to discover him despite him being so careful. His trace had already
been locked onto by them. If he continued to stay any longer, it was likely that the
experts from the Pill Tower would make it here soon...




“Xuan Kong Zi, this matter has nothing to do with your Pill Tower. Why must you bother
in other people’s business?” The black-robed person cried out to the sky in a dark voice.

“Ke ke, this is Holy Pill City. If your Hall of Souls can randomly act atrociously in this
place, how will my Pill Tower account to the public?” The voice filled with a vicissitude
slowly resonated from the sky. This time around, Xiao Yan could sense that this voice
was emitted from empty space. Clearly, the person who had spoken had yet to arrive
here. Instead, he was using a mysterious method to deliver his aura and deter this
mysterious, black-robed person.

“Old bastard...” The black-robed person clenched his teeth and softly cursed. After
which, his dark, sinister eyes turned to Xiao Yan. He coldly said, “Consider yourself
lucky. The Heavenly Flames and the Qi Method shall remain with you a little longer.
Remember, | will take them back sooner or later!”

The space behind him instantly distorted after he spoke. His figure became partially
visible because of the distorted space.

“You wish to leave?”

The Little Fairy Doctor’s eyes turned chilly when she saw this. A gray Dou Qi lingered
on her hand before suddenly transforming into a grayish pillar that quickly shot through
the air, rushing toward the black-robed person.

“‘Hee hee, with the two of them protecting you, | am indeed unable to do anything to
you. However, you will also not be able to stop me if | wish to leave!” The black-robed
man let out a cold laugh when he saw the Little Fairy Doctor attempt to stop him. He
flicked his finger and a wisp of a deep-blue flame shot out of his finger. After which, it
violently collided with her grayish Dou Qi. Both of them destroyed each other.

“Xiao Yan, | will come and look for you again. | will definitely take your Heavenly Flames
and your Qi Method the next time we meet...”

A pair of dense eyes stared at Xiao Yan from under the black robe after that person
easily blocked the Little Fairy Doctor’'s Woeful Poison Dou Qi. Immediately, the figure
moved his body and entered the distorted space. The space rippled and his body
disappeared.

“I will await you...”

Xiao Yan'’s dark-black eyes were scary. He could sense that this person was quite
strong. However, if they were to engage in an all out fight, Xiao Yan had the confidence
that the other party would not be left in good shape.

“Dammit!”




The Little Fairy Doctor involuntarily clenched her silver teeth and softly cursed after
watching the black-robed person safely leave.

“Forget it...” Xiao Yan waved his hand. After which, he turned his eyes to the sky,
cupped his hands together, and respectfully said, “Thank you elder for lending a hand!”

The light of the stars in the sky suddenly agglomerated after Xiao Yan'’s voice sounded.
The light transformed into a blurry, elderly light figure. The old voice filled with
vicissitude was slowly emitted, “The old me cannot step away. The old me can only split
my attention and act as a deterrence. This person is extremely mysterious. You should
be more careful. If you have the time, you can come to the Pill Tower. You will be very
safe there...”

“Thank you elder...”

Xiao Yan once again cupped his hands together. This elderly light figure should be an
expert from the Pill Tower. He might even be one of the legendary three great heads...

“I will naturally need to take good care of the disciple of an old friend. Be careful of the
Profound Xuan Sect. They were the ones who revealed information about you to that
person earlier...”

The elderly light figure faintly smiled. After which, the star light fluctuated and slowly
scattered...

Xiao Yan contemplated the situation as he studied the spot where the figure made of
star light had disappeared. It seemed that his teacher’s relationship with these people
from the Pill Tower was quite good...

“Who is the one who attacked you earlier?” The Little Fairy Doctor turned her head,
looked at Xiao Yan, and asked a question with knit eyebrows.

“Someone from the Hall of Souls...” A cold glint flashed across his eyes as he softly
replied.

“This person’s Spiritual Strength has reached the pinnacle. The Spiritual Lock that he
used from such a close proximity deceived the Little Fairy Doctor and me...” Tian Huo
zun-zhe spoke with a solemn face.

Xiao Yan nodded. He did not manage to see the appearance of the black-robed person
since the very beginning. Moreover, the voice he had heard did not appear too old, yet
based on what he had said, this person was an expert from the same generation as Yao
Lao. According to common sense, he should also be one of those old men who would
not die...




“His strength should be a little stronger than mine. However, if we were to go all out, he
might not be able to defeat me...” The Little Fairy Doctor parted the black hair in front of
her forehead as she said, “However, this Profound Xuan Sect is really a source of
trouble...”

Xiao Yan'’s expression was a little cold. He had forgotten about the conflict he had with
that group of people a couple of days back. Most of the people from the Profound Xuan
Sect were people who would take revenge for any offense. It was impossible for them to
simply leave things be. However, it was unexpected that they did not act personally.
Instead, they had leaked information about him. Using others to kill him. This tactic was
really ruthless...

“Tomorrow, try to think of a way to learn the location of the people from the Profound
Xuan Sect. Being tracked by others with ill intent is not good. This trouble needs to be
resolved... regardless of what kind of background they have. Since they have already
climbed above my head, it is only natural that we cannot sit back and do nothing.” Xiao
Yan slowly said.

The Little Fairy Doctor nodded. The people from the Profound Xuan Sect had come
swinging at them. They could only blame themselves for being merciless.

“The one who has me the most worried is that black-robed person from earlier. We are
unclear about his background...” Xiao Yan’s eyes slightly flickered. A moment later, his
eyes coagulated, “The Sea Heart Flame is also in the hands of this person... perhaps
Han Feng knows a little information related to him.”

Xiao Yan suddenly clenched his hand when this thought flashed across his heart. A
jade bottle appeared in his hand. His finger rubbed over the mouth of the bottle before
emitting a suction force. An illusionary spiritual body rose up in an extremely weak
manner. From the appearance of the spiritual figure, it was Han Feng.

“Who in the Hall of Souls did you gift your Sea Heart Flame to?” Xiao Yan glanced at
this extremely weak Han Feng and asked with an icy voice.

Han Feng was initially startled upon hearing Xiao Yan's question. Immediately, his eyes
flickered. However, before he could say anything, an invisible flame rose on the tip of
Xiao Yan’s finger. It pierced toward the illusionary body lightning quick.

“‘Don’t, don't... | will speak. | will speak...” Han Feng hurriedly cried out in shock upon
seeing Xiao Yan’s vicious, unhesitating tactic.

“The one who took my Sea Heart Flame is an honorable elder in the Hall of Souls.
People call him Old Mu Gu. His position in the Hall of Souls is quite high because he is
a genuine tier 8 alchemist on top of being a Dou Zun, and he is much valued by the hall
chief of the Hall of Souls...”




“Old Mu Gu...” Xiao Yan uttered this name softly in his mouth. The coldness in his eyes
became denser. It was indeed those bastards from the Hall of Souls.

“Old Mu Gu has an extremely deep, old grudge with Yao Chen. It is rumored that the
both of them had the same teacher. However, due to some reason, Old Mu Gu was
expelled. Therefore, he views Yao Chen with great enmity. He will find any opportunity
to make trouble with Yao Chen. Back then... back then, | was played by him when |
attacked Yao Chen. He wanted me to quietly steal the Flame Mantra...” Han Feng
carefully revealed.

“‘What?”

Xiao Yan'’s expression involuntarily changed when he heard his words. This Old Mu Gu
once had the same teacher as Yao Chen?

“‘Why is it that | have never heard teacher mention this?” Xiao Yan asked in a deep
voice.

‘I have also never heard him mention it. This matter is something that Old Mu Gu
occasionally mentioned to me...” Han Feng hurriedly replied, afraid that Xiao Yan would
attack him.

Xiao Yan slowly nodded. If Han Feng’s words were true, that mysterious, black-robed
person from earlier should be Old Mu Gu. After all, there were very few people who
knew about the Flame Mantra. Even some of those close to Xiao Yan were unaware of
it...

“This person will never give up in order to get what he wants. He will definitely try his
best to strike again. However, he would not dare to openly attack me with the strength
currently beside me. There shouldn’t be an issue if we are careful in the future...”

“The Pill Gathering is about to begin. Right now, the plan is to get into the top ten of the
Pill Gathering and obtain the Three Thousand Burning Flame. At that time, | will no
longer need to fear this old fellow even if | have to fight him alone the next time we
meet...”

Xiao Yan’s eyes twinkled. A moment later, he finally made up his mind. With a wave of
his hand, he returned Han Feng’s soul into the jade bottle and threw it into his Storage
Ring. After which, he turned around and walked into his room.

“Find information on those people from the Profound Xuan Sect tomorrow. Once is too
many when it comes to such a thing...”

The Little Fairy Doctor slowly nodded when she heard Xiao Yan’s words filled with
killing intent. She was aware that Xiao Yan had been truly angered this time around...
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Chapter 1153: Xuan Kong Zi

When Xiao Yan walked out of his room the next day, he coincidentally found Ye Zhong
standing in the courtyard. Ye Zhong sighed in relief after seeing Xiao Yan exit the room.
Immediately, he revealed how ashamed he was. Given the matter that had happened
yesterday, he failed to provide proper protection.

“‘Mister Xiao Yan, | have already dispatched people. They have worked through the
night and obtained information about the location of the Profound Xuan Sect
members...”

Xiao Yan was startled when he heard this. He looked at Ye Zhong’s somewhat tired
face. Clearly, he had worked through the night because of what happened last night.
Immediately, Xiao Yan smiled, patted Ye Zhong’s shoulder, and said, “What happened
last night is not your fault. Even the Little Fairy Doctor and old mister Yao failed to
detect the threat...”

Ye Zhong bitterly smiled and nodded. He said, “The members of the Profound Xuan
Sect are in a manor on the southern side of the Holy Pill City’s outer city. They are
indeed the group in conflict with us at the alchemist trade fair. That white-clothed, young
man is the son of the Profound Xuan Sect’s leader, Chen Xian... he is also an
alchemist. It is rumored that he intends to participate in the Pill Gathering during this trip
of his to Holy Pill City. The gray-clothed, old man by his side is the renowned Xuan zun-
zhe of the Profound Xuan Sect. He is extremely strong. Additionally, there are two other
Elders, whose strengths have reached the peak of the Dou Zong class, accompanying
him...”

A fierce glint flashed across Xiao Yan’s eyes as he nodded. Originally, he had not
wished to form an enmity with the Profound Xuan Sect. However, the other party had
come and provoked him. They should not blame him for being vicious.

“Mister Xiao Yan, do you intend to attack them?” Ye Zhong hesitated for a moment after
seeing the way Xiao Yan acted before inquiring.

“Once is enough given what happened yesterday...” Xiao Yan softly replied.

Ye Zhong licked his lips. He mused for a moment before saying, “I think that now is not
the best opportunity to attack them... this place is, after all, Holy Pill City. That Chen
Xian is also an alchemist recognized by the Pill Tower. Attacking them would inevitably
attract the attention of the Pill Tower. Moreover, there are many experts beside Chen
Xian. You will need to act stealthily when you attack or you will need to kill every single
person accompanying him... otherwise if word of this leaks, it will definitely stir the




anger of the Profound Xuan Sect. At that time, you might face a lot of trouble. After all,
behind the Profound Xuan Sect, there is still the great Profound Sky Sect...”

“Is Elder Ye Zhong’s intention to treat what happened last night as though nothing has
occurred?” Xiao Yan frowned and asked.

“Of course not...” Ye Zhong hurriedly shook his head. He said, “It is just that you should
be aware of how difficult it is to kill an elite Dou Zun. Once Xuan zun-zhe escapes,
turbulent times will follow... the one who is in charge of this group of people from the
Profound Xuan Sect is likely Chen Xian. | think that selling information about us to the
black-robed person from last night was his idea...

“The Pill Gathering will be held soon. All the competitors who have passed the selection
will enter a special realm during the Pill Gathering. That place will be the best place for
you to act...”

“There is always a large number of people that end up remaining in that realm forever
after each Pill Gathering. Therefore, even if Chen Xian really meets with an accident
there, the Profound Xuan Sect would be hard-pressed to investigate...”

Xiao Yan'’s frowning eyebrows finally relaxed upon hearing this information. What Ye
Zhong said was not without reason. The Profound Xuan Sect would not be easier to
deal with than the Ice River Valley, much less the even more powerful Profound Sky
Sect behind it. Once word of what happened leaked, it would likely end up attracting a
lot of trouble. He had already provoked the Hall of Souls. If additional factions were to
be added to his list of enemies, it would definitely end up making his situation a lot
worse.

“Elder Cheng from the Pill Tower has already arrived at the Ye manor. The reason he
has hurried over so early is probably because he is worried that you will attack the
people from the Profound Xuan Sect. After all, this is Holy Pill City. He needs to
maintain the stability...” Ye Zhong said.

“Elder Cheng is here?” Xiao Yan was surprised.

“That’s right, he arrived very early this morning. However, he said that there was no
need to wake you...”

Xiao Yan slightly knit his eyebrows. Elder Cheng’s early arrival clearly hinted at the
upper echelons of the Pill Tower. They did not wish him to fight all out with the Profound
Xuan Sect at this moment. However, he understood them after some thought. Being the
party that held the Pill Gathering, the Pill Tower did indeed hold the responsibility of
maintaining order. The intervention of that expert from the Pill Tower last night should
also be due to this reason.




“Let’s head to the front yard and meet Elder Cheng. I'll temporarily put this matter aside.
Once | enter the realm you mentioned, | will seek Chen Xian out. | cannot simply treat
this kind of thing like it never happened.” Xiao Yan mused for a moment and gradually
became much calmer. With a wave of his hand, he took the lead and walked to the front
yard.

Ye Zhong sighed in relief upon hearing that Xiao Yan did not intend to attack at this
moment. He hurriedly followed Xiao Yan after his sigh

When Xiao Yan and Ye Zhong hurried to the front yard, they coincidentally saw Elder
Cheng seated in the leader’s spot. The Little Fairy Doctor, Tian Huo zun-zhe, and Xin
Lan were seated by his side.

“Ke ke, you are finally here...” Elder Cheng laughed when Xiao Yan walked into the
large hall. After which, he stood up and said, ‘I think that Ye Zhong has informed you
why the old me has come here. Let’s not say any more unnecessary words. All of you
should follow me to the Pill Tower. There will also be other Elders who will go and knock
on the doors of the fellows from the Profound Xuan Sect. If you still feel uncomfortable
in your heart, you will have opportunities in the future. At that time, the Pill Tower will not
intervene or ask about the matter. However, this is a unique period of time. Hopefully,
you will endure a little on account of the Pill Tower...”

“Elder Cheng really knows how to joke. Since you have already put it this way, the little
me will naturally obey you...” Xiao Yan smiled. Currently, Holy Pill City was filled with
people. All sorts of people were gathered in this place. Naturally, it would appear a little
chaotic. If a fuse were to be lit during this period, trouble would explode forth. Hence,
Xiao Yan understood the difficulty the Pill Tower faced.

“‘Relax, we will not allow you to be wronged for nothing. Aren’t you interested in Cao
Ying’s Spiritual Handprint. The Elder Seats have already discussed the matter. When
you arrive at the Pill Tower, we will allow you to ponder that Soul Skill...” Elder Cheng
smiled as he spoke.

Xiao Yan was initially startled when he heard Elder Cheng’s words. Joy immediately
surged into his eyes as he hurriedly cupped his hands together to thank Elder Cheng.
That Spiritual Handprint might not be very high level, but it was suitable for him, who
was a beginner when it came to Soul Skills. Moreover, the Spiritual Handprint he had
learned from Cao Ying was incomplete. It would really benefit him if he could study it
completely.

“Since there is no problem, let’'s get moving. The association head wishes to meet you
after we arrive at the Pill Tower...”

Elder Cheng smiled and took the lead to walk out of the Ye manor. Xiao Yan’s group
exchanged glances with each other before following him.




The Pill Tower was located in the center of Holy Pill City. This area was the one true
holy ground in the hearts of countless numbers of alchemists. Due to Holy Pill City
being filled with all sorts of people, the defenses in the inner region had become
extremely tight, ready to deal with any sudden changes.

Xiao Yan’s group followed Elder Cheng as they walked through Holy Pill City for nearly
half an hour, but they gradually arrived at the inner area. The noise significantly
diminished when Xiao Yan’s group stepped through a gate to the inner region...

Usually, only those factions with a strong relationship with the Pill Tower or high tier
alchemists were allowed to stay in the inner region of the Holy Pill City. Hence, the
quality within the inner region was completely different with that of the outer region.

Xiao Yan’s group lifted their heads after stepping into the inner region. Their eyes
paused on the thing in the center of the inner region. A thousand-foot-tall black tower
stood at that spot. It appeared just like a small mountain peak, giving one a towering
and magnificent feeling.

The top of the enormous tower penetrated through the cloud layer. At a glance, one was
unable to see the peak. The cloud lingered over it, causing it to appear exceptionally
mysterious...

“That is the Pill Tower huh...”

As Xiao Yan looked at the sky-supporting pillar of a tower, even he could not help but
reveal a face that was filled with amazement. Compared to this Pill Tower, the lightning
tower he had seen back at the Wind Lightning Pavilion was like a little child standing at
the feet of a giant man...

Elder Cheng smiled and nodded. He brought Xiao Yan’s group into the human traffic on
the main road, walking to the Pill Tower.

With Elder Cheng leading them, Xiao Yan’s group passed through strict examination
stations in an extremely smooth manner and entered the interior of the enormous Pill
Tower...

Elder Cheng first settled the Little Fairy Doctor and the rest in after having entered the
Pill Tower. After which, he led Xiao Yan as they hurried to the top levels of the
enormous tower. It was a long while later before they stopped in front of an extremely
spacious hall.

“Association head Xuan Kong is inside. He and your teacher were good friends back
then. You should be respectful when you meet him...”

Xiao Yan’s face became serious. He nodded when he heard Elder Cheng’s reminder.




Elder Cheng only felt assured when he saw Xiao Yan nod his head. Elder Cheng tidied
his clothes, took two steps forward, and respectfully pushed the door open. After which,
he threw a look at Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan slightly nodded and slowly entered...

The large hall was filled with many bookshelves. At a glance, it gave one a disorderly
feeling. Many different-colored flames filled the hall. Under the mixture of these many
colors of light, one would feel as though one was in a blurry dream state.

Xiao Yan’s footsteps gently landed on the stone floor. His eyes swept around before
pausing in front of a bookshelf a moment later. A white-clothed, old man was carefully
dusting the bookshelf.

That white-clothed old man did not have the slightest aura seeping out of him. He
appeared just like an extremely ordinary, old man. However, when Xiao Yan used his
Spiritual Perception, he was startled to realize that the area in front of him was
completely empty. The white-clothed, old man appeared as though he did not exist...

“Ha ha, you must be Xiao Yan right? That old fellow’s eyesight really causes others to
feel envious...”

The white-clothed, old man ceased dusting when Xiao Yan was respectfully standing a
short distance behind him. An old voice filled with vicissitude suddenly resounded over
the interior of the hall.
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Xiao Yan slowly raised his head upon hearing that elderly laughter. He coincidentally
watched the white-clothed, old man slowly turn around. His hair was white, and his face
was covered with deep wrinkles. Both of his eyes appeared tiny, being compressed by
the wrinkles. However, his deep and unfathomable eyes contained a warm smile.

“Senior really knows how to joke...”
Xiao Yan cupped his hands together and respectfully spoke.

“Ke ke, | am not joking. You have reached the high grade seventh tier alchemist level at
such a young age. The number of people who can achieve this across the entire
continent can be counted on one’s fingers...” The white-clothed old man’s eyes swept
back and forth over Xiao Yan as he warmly said, “The old me is called Xuan Kong Zi. If
you do not mind, you can call me Old Xuan. Back then, | was a close friend of your
teacher, Yao Chen. It is not overboard for you to address me as such.”




“In that case... this young fellow shall defer to your judgement.” Hearing this, Xiao Yan
was happy to do as he was told. He cupped his hands together and laughed.

Xuan Kong Zi smiled. He placed the scroll in his hand onto the bookshelf before turning
around and heading back to his study table. He said, “There is no need for you to feel
that the matter of the Profound Xuan Sect is a blotch on your skin. The current Holy Pill
City is in a chaotic and tense period because of the matter of the Pill Gathering. If things
turn into problems, they might hinder the Pill Gathering.”

Xiao Yan slightly nodded.

“The person from last night had hidden his aura and his appearance. My original self
was not able to reach reach into that place. Therefore, | was unable to ascertain which
honorable Elder of the Hall of Souls he was...” Xuan Kong Zi slowly apologized.

“He should be Old Mu Gu...” Xiao Yan hesitated for a moment before speaking.

“Oh?” Xuan Kong Zi was a little stunned when he heard Xiao Yan’s words. However, he
did not appear too surprised. He nodded slowly and said, “No wonder he has come
looking for you. It is that old fellow. These people from the Hall of Souls really do not
allow one to feel a peace of mind.

“Is Yao Chen currently in the hands of the Hall of Souls?” Xuan Kong Zi shriveled hands
rubbed the surface of the table as he inquired.

Xiao Yan pulled the corner of his mouth and immediately nodded.

“Ugh... the old fellow always had a free and easy character. He usually does not like to
form groups or factions. If he had listened to me back then and become a giant head of
the Pill Tower, he would not have been targeted by the Hall of Souls...” Xuan Kong Zi
sighed. He said, “I will tell the others to pay more attention to this matter, and | will
inform you if | have any information on Yao Chen.”

“Thank you OIld Xuan.” Xiao Yan hurriedly thanked him. The Pill Tower’s influence
spread across the Central Plains region. If they were to help Xiao Yan search, he would
naturally be faced with a lot less trouble.

Xuan Kong Zi waved his hand and said, “The Hall of Souls is considered a hidden
enemy of my Pill Tower. Unimaginable amounts of alchemists are captured by them
every year. However, the Pill Tower is unable to announce war with the Hall of Souls.
This faction is far from what you can imagine...”

Xiao Yan quietly nodded. The Hall of Souls had been able to survive in the Central
Plains for many years. This survival would naturally be impossible if the Hall of Souls
did not possess some foundation. However, the thing that was beyond expectations
was that even the Pill Tower was afraid of this mysterious faction.




“Creak...”

The door of the hall suddenly opened while Xiao Yan was contemplating the situation.
Immediately, three figures slowly walked in. Xiao Yan turned his head, and surprise
flashed across his eyes because the two people in front were surprisingly Cao Ying and
the young lady from the Dan clan named Dan Chen...

There was a black-clothed man behind Cao Ying and Dan Chen. His appearance was
quite handsome, and he was chatting and smiling with Cao Ying and Dan Chen when
he entered the hall. A badge was present on his chest. On it were seven bright purple-
gold stars.

Tier 7 high grade alchemist!

Cao Ying and Dan Xuan had noticed Xiao Yan when he saw them. Some surprise also
flashed across their faces. Clearly, they were surprised that Xiao Yan would appear in
this place.

“Teacher...” Cao Ying slowly stepped forward and respectfully greeted Xuan Kong Zi.
“Association head Xuan Kong...”

“Ke ke, the three of you have also arrived huh...” Xuan Kong Zi raised his head and
smiled to the three of them. After which, his eyes slid back to Xiao Yan as he said, “This
person is the champion of the five great clan test, Xiao Yan. | think that all of you
already know that...”

“Ke ke, how can we not know. Mister Xiao Yan’s name has recently become a hot topic
in Holy Pill City...” Cao Ying covered her mouth and laughed in a lovely manner. Her
enchanting and bewitching demeanor caused a fiery heat, that was difficult to discover,
to flash across the eyes of the black-clothed man by her side.

Xiao Yan was unconcerned with Cao Ying’'s words. He courteously smiled to the three
of them.

“Song Qing... | have already heard of the performance of mister Xiao Yan during the
five great clans test. You really live up to your reputation now that we have met...” The
black-clothed man slowly stepped forward, extended his hand to Xiao Yan, and
complimented him with a smile.

“You have overpraised me.” Xiao Yan smiled. Although this black-clothed man in front
of Xiao Yan hid it well, Xiao Yan could still see faint resentment in the other party’s
eyes. The source of the animosity seemed to be due to Cao Ying.

“This witch really could bring disaster to a country and its people...” Xiao Yan could only
bitterly laugh in his heart upon discovering the hostility. He had not even said anything,




yet he had attracted enmity for no reason. This really caused him to feel a little
speechless.

“Mister Xiao Yan, Song Qing is a disciple of the First Elder of the Pill Tower. Moreover,
he is also the youngest Elder in the Pill Tower. In the future, he might even become the
youngest eight great Elders of the Pill Tower. His ability is not any poorer than yours...”
Cao Ying rolled her eyes and sweetly smiled.

Although Song Qing'’s face did not visibly change when he heard Cao Ying’s words, a
faint pride flashed across his eyes. With his achievements, he did indeed possess the
capital to be proud.

“It is really the case of a renowned teacher producing an excellent student.” Xiao Yan
smiled, but he did not say much. This witch, Cao Ying, had an unpredictable character.
If he was careless, he would be toyed with by her. With his character, he was not
someone who liked to linger around the opposite sex. Moreover, this Cao Ying was not
an ordinary woman...

“Alright, since all of you have gotten to know each other, | shall state my intention of
calling all of you here...” Xuan Kong Zi slightly smiled. His gaze slowly swept over the
few of them. His eyes appeared to be able to see through their hearts. Even with Cao
Ying’s evildoer character, she still appeared obedient in front of him.

“There are still a couple more days until the Pill Gathering selection...” Xuan Kong Zi
spoke in a calm voice, “Due to the matter of the Three Thousand Burning Flame, this
Pill Gathering has attracted quite a number of factions. Among them includes members
from the Hall of Souls...”

“Hall of Souls?”

Cao Ying and the other two knit their brows and softly repeated this name when they
heard it.

Xiao Yan’s eyes slightly flickered, but he did not reply.

“Ugh, due to us having sealed the Three Thousand Burning Flame for a long period of
time, it has formed a grudge against the Pill Tower. If it is released, it will definitely
attack the Pill Tower in revenge. At that time, the Pill Tower will definitely suffer a great
loss...” Xuan Kong Zi softly sighed. “This Three Thousand Burning Flame is already
quite intelligence after a countless number of years. Moreover, its wildness is difficult to
tame. My Pill Tower has used all of our tactics, but we are unable to subdue it.
Moreover, due to it gradually absorbing the strength from the stars, our seal is losing its
ability to restrain it. Therefore, we must resolve this trouble as soon as possible...

“The plan of the Hall of Souls this time around is perhaps to capture the Three
Thousand Burning Flame. Of course, if they fail to do so, they will destroy the seal and




release the Three Thousand Burning Flame. At that time, the Pill Tower will suffer a
terrible loss. It would also end up being convenient for them to collect spiritual bodies...

“The Three Thousand Burning Flame is extremely powerful. Although it is not ranked in
the top five on the Heavenly Flame Ranking, its strength is sufficient to be ranked
among them...” Xuan Kong Zi’'s expression was a little solemn as he spoke. “Due to it
gathering the strength of the stars, the Three Thousand Burning Flame is equivalent to
an indestructible body. Therefore, we can only seal it and not destroy it... Whoever
obtains the Three Thousand Burning Flame and subdues it will have the equivalent of
an incomparably powerful recovery ability. If this kind of Heavenly Flame were to fall
into the hands of the Hall of Souls, there would definitely be a great amount of trouble.

“The reason | have called all of you here is because of this. | hope that you will be able
to stop the Hall of Souls from obtaining the Three Thousand Burning Flame.” The
interior of the hall descended into silence as everyone studied Xuan Kong Zi’s grave of
expression.

A moment later, Cao Ying finally knit her brows and said, “Teacher, since you are this
afraid of the Hall of Souls, why don’t you prohibit them from participating?”

“First, we do not know just who among the alchemists participating in the Pill Gathering
are members of the Hall of Souls. Even if we know, it is impossible for us to find any
reason to stop them because of the rules of the Pill Gathering over the generations. As
long as one is an alchemist who possesses the qualification to participate, we cannot
remove his or her right to do so even if he or she is part of a faction that is an enemy of
the Pill Tower... this rule might give one a headache, but it is precisely this inclusive
action of the Pill Tower that enabled the Pill Tower to grow to its level today. Therefore,
there are some rules that cannot be touched...” Xuan Kong Zi explained somewhat
helplessly.

Everyone slowly nodded upon hearing his explanation. Xiao Yan himself was sworn
enemies with the Hall of Souls. Moreover, he intended to obtain the Three Thousand
Burning Flame at all cost. He would naturally not object to this matter.

“There are still seven days left before the Pill Gathering selection will begin. All of you
should try your best to stay within the Pill Tower during this period of time. The Hall of
Souls might quietly use some tricks in order to obtain the champion spot. Therefore, all
of you should be careful...” Xuan Kong Zi instructed.

Xiao Yan's group once again nodded.

“Ah, this matter is generally like that. Currently, the only thing you need to do is wait
until the Pill Gathering begins...” Xuan Kong Zi smiled. His warm eyes turned to Xiao
Yan. After which, he randomly picked out a scroll from the table and tossed it to Xiao
Yan. He said, “l heard that you are quite interested in Ying-er's Spiritual Handprint. Take




it and have a good look. Although this Spiritual Handprint is not considered something
of a very high level, it is also an extremely rare item in the outside world...”

Xiao Yan received the scroll. Joy flashed across his eyes as he hurriedly cupped his
hands together and said, “Thank you Old Xuan.”

“Ke ke, it is only a small matter...” Xuan Kong Zi smiled. After which, he waved his hand
at everyone.

Xiao Yan’s group did not stay any longer upon seeing his dismissal They bowed before
slowly withdrawing from the large hall...

Xuan Kong Zi finally smiled after watching everyone withdraw. He softly said, “Yao
Chen, the result of our bet will be determined by whether Xiao Yan or Ying-er will be
able to obtain the champion spot this time around. | wonder if you will still be able to
beat me this time around?”
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Chapter 1161: Core Soul Marrow

Xiao Yan had once coincidentally read that the Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa was
formed by gathering the heavy and calm essence of the land from a medicinal
ingredient book that Yao Lao had left behind. However, there were limitations to its
growth. Any Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa would not continue to grow in size after a
century due to the lack of energy. This was also the reason why Ground Rehmannia
Glutinosa over a hundred years old were so rare.

Based on what was recorded in the ancient book, if a Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa
was able to grow far beyond a century old, it meant that the thing nourishing its growth
was definitely not the strength of the land. Instead, it was some other natural spiritual
object!

Xiao Yan understood his heart after having laid eyes on this Thousand Year Old Ground
Rehmannia Glutinosa. There was definitely something else underground. Moreover, it
was this thing that had nourished the Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa.

“Hee hee, it is indeed worthy of being the Pill Realm...”
Xiao Yan could not resist laughing. His hand was suddenly curled as he clenched it

toward the deep pit. A suction force surged out and a large amount of ground rushed
, Xiao Yan randomly tossed it aside.




Under Xiao Yan’s suction force, the pit became deeper and deeper. However, the
spiritual object that Xiao Yan had expected did not appear.

“Could it be the ancient book was wrong?” Xiao Yan frowned when he was unable to
find anything after having dug nearly fifty to sixty feet deep. His words no longer
contained the confidence from earlier. After all, it was the first time that he had come
across a Thousand-Year-Old Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa.

With additional doubt in Xiao Yan’s heart, his digging slowed. After digging another ten
feet or so, he helplessly shook his head. However, just as he was about to give up, his
eyes suddenly glanced at the soil he had dug out earlier. A surprised ‘huh’ was emitted.

Xiao Yan knelt down. He grabbed a handful of the soil with his hand. The spot where his
hand touched was moist. The wet air lingered and emitted a strange energy.

Joy flashed across Xiao Yan’s eyes as he sensed the strangeness of the soil. There
was indeed something helping this Ground Rehmannia Glutinosa grow.

With this discovery, Xiao Yan immediately stood up again. His hands were curled into a
claw shape before quickly reaching deep into the pit. Following the dancing of his
hands, the pit slowly began to grow deeper.

The soft ground of the deep pit finally emitted a muffled sound under Xiao Yan'’s
persistent, tireless digging for five minutes or so. Xiao Yan’s mental strength was also
braced at this moment. His body moved, and he leaped into the deep pit.

“Puff!l”

A jade-green flame slowly rose within the deep pit. The gentle fire light lit up the pit until
it appeared like daytime.

Xiao Yan’s body landed within it. He lowered his body and waved his sleeves. A wind
blew away a layer of soil and immediately revealed a snow-white jade rock.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes paused on the snow-white jade rock before immediately narrowing.
“This is... Core Mother Jade?”

Core Mother Jade was a mysterious gem that formed from the agglomeration of the
strength of the land over a countless number of years. Due to the special calmness and
heaviness of the strength of the land, Core Mother Jade was a treasure that an expert
would find it difficult come across even with vast amounts of money. If one used a seat
created from Core Mother Jade when one trained or refined pills, it would suppress the
wild and violent energy within one’s body. With this thing, the chances of one deviating




from the norm during training and entering a dangerous state would essentially be non-
existent.

This kind of of effect was similar to the Green Lotus Seat that Xiao Yan had obtained
when searching for the Green Lotus Core Flame back then. If one were to discuss the
differences, this Core Mother Jade was even better...

“It is indeed a treasure...”

Xiao Yan laughed. His hand pressed against the Core Mother Jade on the surface. After
which, he bent his legs. With a stern cry, he lifted it up with his hand. Soil flew in all
directions and the Core Mother Jade was pulled out of the ground.

After pulling this Core Mother Jade out, Xiao Yan finally discovered that this thing was
around five feet tall and was an arm’s length wide. A Core Mother Jade of this size was
an extremely rare item in the outside world.

“With this thing, | will be able to gain twice the reward with half the effort when training in
the future...”

Xiao Yan involuntarily nodded as he looked at the size of this Core Mother Jade. He
withdrew his hand, only to discover that his hand was covered in a viscous jade liquid...

“This...” Xiao Yan was startled when he looked at this viscous jade liquid. He suddenly
recovered a moment later. Even with his calmness, his eyes still ended up narrowing.
Immediately, he abruptly turned to the Core Mother Jade and muttered, “The interior of
this Core Mother Jade... has already formed Core Soul Marrow?”

The Core Mother Jade was extremely difficult to form. This so-called Core Soul Marrow
was even rarer.

A heat that was difficult to hide involuntarily surged into Xiao Yan'’s eyes at this instant.
The jade-green flame on his hand swiftly gathered before transforming into a thin
fireblade. Finally, it cut through the surface of the Core Mother Jade at a lightning-like
speed.

Splutter!

The fireblade gently cut into the surface of the Core Mother Jade. A thumb-sized jade
piece fell off, revealing a walnut-sized hole. Waves of faint-white fog vaguely seeped out
of the hole. Xiao Yan inhaled a deep breath of air and immediately felt a comforting
moan appear deep within his soul.

Chi! Chi!




Xiao Yan revealed a joyful face. His hand turned into a fire knife as it swiftly danced in a
lightning-like fashion. Each time his hand knife fell, a layer of jade piece would fall from
the Core Mother Jade.

After the height of the Core Mother Jade was forcefully cut in half by Xiao Yan, a head-
sized jade hole appeared in his line of sight. He instantly focused on the half-a-finger-
deep white-colored liquid within the jade hole...

“Indeed... it is the Core Soul Marrow!”

Xiao Yan's eyes were startled as he looked at the viscous, white-colored liquid. The joy
within his eyes suddenly soared to the limit at this moment.

Core Soul Marrow was a kind of extremely unique treasure. Moreover, this thing was
very attractive to alchemists because this thing could forge one’s soul!

This so-called forging would temper and refine one’s soul. In other words, this Core
Soul Marrow could purify one’s soul...

Xiao Yan had long since heard about this Core Soul Marrow. However, he had never
truly seen it during all these years. He had finally met this great blessing in the Pill
Realm this time around...

This thing was truly of great use to the current Xiao Yan. With it, Xiao Yan’s confidence
in breaking through to the Soul State immediately rose by fifty percent!

The heat in Xiao Yan’s eyes continued for a long while before it gradually faded. He
used the fireblade to carefully dig out the jade hole. After which, he used the materials
he had on hand and some of the Core Mother Jade to create a box. Only then did he
pour the Core Soul Marrow into it.

Xiao Yan only sighed in relief after completing all these steps. This Core Soul Marrow
could not be consumed directly. It required some other natural treasures to mediate it in
order to unleash its full effect. However, it was fortunate these other treasures were
things he could find if he searched hard. Moreover, the Pill Realm was a treasure-filled
place. If one was lucky, one would be able to obtain the necessary medicinal
ingredients to mediate the effects while in the Pill Realm. If time permits... he might be
able to reach the eighth tier guru level when he stepped out of the Pill Realm!

“This trip is indeed not in vain. This Pill Realm is really the paradise of alchemists.”

Xiao Yan gently patted his Storage Ring. He involuntarily parted his mouth and smiled.
His eyes looked at the half foot of Core Mother Jade left in front of him. With a wave of
his hand, he stored it in his Storage Ring. Although he had the Core Soul Marrow, this
Core Mother Jade was also a good thing. Xiao Yan would naturally not leave it.




Xiao Yan'’s toes pressed on the ground after having properly stored away these things.
After which, his body rushed out and steadily landed beside the hole. He randomly
waved his hand and the surrounding soil flew up, refilling the deep hole.

Xiao Yan finally patted his hand after doing all this before turning around to leave.

“Ha ha, this young friend. Anyone who sees a natural treasure should get a share of it. It
is really somewhat against the rules for you to keep all of it...” Just when Xiao Yan had
turned around, a laugh suddenly sounded. Xiao Yan turned his head slightly and looked
at the yellow-robed elder who was slowly walking out of distorted space.

“‘Have you had enough of hiding? | thought that you would continue to remain hidden.”

The appearance of the yellow-clothed, old man did not cause Xiao Yan to be the least
bit surprise. Instead, he lifted his eyebrows and spoke with a partial smile. He had
already sensed the existence of this person ever since he had landed at the bottom of
the hole.

“Ha ha, the old me has not reached the stage where | can still quietly hide after having
seen a treasure like the Core Marrow Soul...” The yellow-clothed elder laughed. His
smile was mixed with a faint chill, “The old me is Huang Yi. May | know if you have
heard of me? But it doesn’t matter whether you have or not. | know that you are also an
elite Dou Zong. Therefore | do not intend to snatch it forcefully. Hand over half of the
Core Soul Marrow and | can allow you to leave.”

The yellow-clothed elder was able to sense Xiao Yan’s aura. Xiao Yan merely
possessed the strength of a four star Dou Zong and did not possess the qualification to
make him, a seven star Dou Zong, feel afraid. If he had not been worried that other
experts would be attracted because of the fight, it was likely that he would have
immediately attacked and snatched the things from Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan involuntarily smiled upon hearing the words of the yellow-clothed elder. After
which, he shook his head and said, “I have never heard of your name. However, if you
wish to get a share of the treasure from me... just who do you think you are?”

Xiao Yan’s expression instantly turned ice-cold when he spoke until the end. A cold
glow flashed across his dark-black eyes. With a wave of his hand, a shiny Earth Demon
Puppet appeared. After which, it transformed into a bolt of silver. Without any hesitation,
it rushed toward the yellow-clothed elder!

The smiling face of that elder named Huang Yi drastically changed the instant the Earth
Demon Puppet appeared!
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Chapter 1162: Yellow-Clothed, Old Man

The silver glow cut through the sky as though it was a bolt of lightning tearing through
the world. It rushed toward that old man called Huang Yi at a shocking speed. The air
itself shook along the way because of how fast it was going. Soon a low, deep sonic
boom erupted. Numerous pits were created with a blast on the ground...

The originally smiling face of the old man Huang Yi had become ugly the moment the
Earth Demon Puppet appeared. He could sense an extreme danger from the body of
the Earth Demon Puppet.

“This fellow carries such a powerful puppet with him?”

The expression of Huang Yi drastically changed, but he was also an extremely
experienced old man. His feet hurriedly stepped through empty air as he watched the
Earth Demon Puppet, which was pouncing over with killing intent. With the movement of
his feet, he ended up shooting backwards with a continuous number of afterimages.

Huang Yi’'s reaction was quite quick. However, the speed of the Earth Demon Puppet
was a level higher. One could see its feet stomp against the ground, causing the ground
to shake until cracks formed. With a ‘chi’ sound, the puppet’s body appeared in front of
Huang Yi as though it had teleported. Its fist, which was a bright-silver color, did not
hesitate as it ferociously punched at the other party’s head.

The Earth Demon Puppet’s fist danced. It roared through the air. A powerful wind
pressure caused Huang Yi's body to be unable remain steady. A low, deep sonic boom
resounded by his ears like a cannonball.

“Bang!”

Huang Yi’s face was grave at this critical moment. His legs were slightly curled as his
hands rapidly danced. Following which, his hand drew numerous orbits as fiery-red Dou
Qi suddenly surged out of his body. Immediately, it agglomerated into a flame cauldron
over a hundred feet large!

“Transforming Cauldron Covering Sky!”

Huang Yi's expression was dyed by the fiery-red Dou Qi until it was completely bright-
red in color. A fiery-red flame also surged into his eyes. After which, both of his hands
were placed on the top of the enormous flame cauldron. He violently pressed it toward
the Earth Demon Puppet’s metal fist.

“Clang!”




A fist, covered by a bright-silver glow, was ruthlessly swung out and did not pause
because of Huang Yi’'s Dou Skill. After which, it heavily collided with the fire cauldron. A
shocking sound suddenly resounded over the plains.

This shocking sound transformed into an invisible sonic wave that spread out in a
lightning-like manner. It forcefully removed a layer of soil on the ground.

The two collided and the subsequent stalemate only lasted for a moment. The fire
cauldron that had been formed from the Dou Qi within Huang Yi’s body was covered
with lines at this moment. Immediately, a ‘bang’ sounded, and it turned into a countless
number of energy fragments that shot out in all directions.

The current Earth Demon Puppet was able to put up a fight against a nine star Dou
Zong. This Huang Yi was only a seven star Dou Zong. He was naturally no match for
the Earth Demon Puppet in a head-on clash.

“Groan!”

Huang Yu let out a muffled groan from his throat when the fire cauldron cracked apart.
His feet immediately withdrew...

“What a powerful puppet!”
Shock surged into Huang Yi’'s heart as he miserably retreated. He truly understood how

troublesome it would be to deal with the Earth Demon Puppet after having personally
exchanged blows with it.

Huang Yi’s foot violently stomped on the ground and forcefully stabilized his body. He
hurriedly suppressed the surging blood within his body. He felt his mouth fill with
bitterness just as a sweetness was rising up his throat. Originally, he thought that with
his strength of a seven star Dou Zong, this little fellow would at least be a little afraid of
him and end up submitting, handing over a portion of the treasure. Initially, Huang Yi
had planned to take an extremely small portion and then send him away...

However, his thoughts might have been beautiful, but reality was quite cruel. From the
looks of this situation, forget about even obtaining a little of the treasure. Whether he
could leave safely would likely be a difficult question.

At this moment, Huang Yi began to regret his own greed.

Huang Yi stabilized his body and looked at the Earth Demon Puppet, which was
pouncing over again. A glint flashed across his eyes as he hurriedly cried out loud, “This
little friend. The old me is wrong in this matter. | shall leave now. All of the Core Soul
Marrow will belong to you!”




Faced with this current situation, Huang Yi was aware that it was best to escape first. It
would not be too late to attack this little fellow once he had found his companions.

Huang Yi’s eyes had swiftly swept over the spot where Xiao Yan had stood earlier.
However, he suddenly realized that his figure had already disappeared.

“Not good...”

Huang Yi was slightly startled upon seeing this. His expression slightly changed as his
feet stomped on the ground. He was just about to move when a frightening wind trickily
appeared behind him. After which, it violently slammed toward his back.

This sudden sneak attack caused Huang Yi’s heart to feel shocked. He forcefully turned
his body and hastily waved his hand.

Their fists violently collided an instant later. However, the force on Huang Yi’s fist, which
had been hastily maneuvered, was immediately scattered. A fist made of wind escaped
the restraints of Xiao Yan’s palm like a loach, and it swiftly smashed onto Huang Yi’s
chest in a lightning-like manner.

“Grug!”

Huang Yi’'s face instantly turned white after suffering this heavy blow. Immediately, a
mouthful of fresh blood was involuntarily spat out. His body was like a kite with its string
broken as he shot backwards. He rubbed across the ground for nearly a hundred
meters before slowly coming to a stop.

Huang Yi stabilized his body. He spat out a mouthful of blood before looking at Xiao
Yan, who had slowly appeared where he had been standing at earlier, with vicious
eyes. His face was ferocious as he said, “Brat, consider yourself ruthless. However, the
old me will not allow you to live. My two companions have also entered the Pill Realm.
They will help the old me take revenge!”

Huang Yi spat out another mouthful of fresh blood before he finished uttering all his
words. He flicked his finger and a ray of light rushed from the tip of his finger. After
which, he punched the fresh blood. Finally, the blood transformed into a blood glow that
rushed to the sky. It disappeared within a few flashes.

Huang Yi had done all of this in a practiced manner. Clearly, it was not the first time that
he had done such a thing. Hence, even Xiao Yan could only slightly frown as he looked
at the disappearing blood glow. He only turned his eyes a moment later and said with a
faint smile, “I do not mind if you wish to deliver your companions to death...”




“A brat who only knows how to talk tough. Don’t think that you can act arrogantly just
because you own a puppet!” Huang Yi spoke in a savage manner.

Xiao Yan smiled. After which, he slowly walked toward Huang Yi. He questioned in a
careless manner, “You should know what to do next, right?”

Huang Yi swiftly took a couple of steps back with great caution as he watched Xiao Yan,
who was full of smiles. Huang Yi’s eyes were filled with an unwillingness as he glanced
at the Earth Demon Puppet waiting with ill intent. He clenched his fist and a spatial rock
appeared in his hand. He knew that if he did not do this, the warm, young man in front
would really perform a killing blow!

Huang Yi did not hesitate at all because he would definitely kill him if he were in Xiao
Yan’s shoes. Moreover, Xiao Yan in front of him did not look like a nice fellow...

“Brat, the old me shall remember you. | will wait for you in Holy Pill City and get you to
suffer a fate worse than death once the Pill Gathering is over!” Huang Yi held the spatial
rock in his hand before suddenly breaking it. Immediately, the space around his body
swiftly became distorted.

“Brat, if you are brave enough, do you dare leave a name? At the very least, allow the
old me to know who has defeated me!” Huang Yi suddenly asked in a dense manner
within the distorted space.

Xiao Yan involuntarily smiled when he heard his question. He gently rubbed his Storage
Ring as he smiled and said, “Xiao Yan.”

This simple name caused the originally distorted body of Huang Yi to stiffen. This name
was one that Huang Yi had first heard when he had entered the Pill Region because the
day he entered the Pill Region was coincidentally the day Xiao Yan and the Ice River
Valley had fought...

“‘Dammit, why did | meet such a fierce one after having just entered this place...”
This thought had just appeared when the surrounding space suddenly unleashed a

suction force and sucked Huang Yi's body away. Xiao Yan clearly saw the regretful
expression on that fellow’s face the moment before he disappeared.

Xiao Yan waved his hand after seeing Huang Yi’s figure disappeared. He returned the
Earth Demon Puppet into his Storage Ring. He was a mere seven star Dou Zong. Xiao
Yan was not even afraid of Tian She, at the peak of the Dou Zong class, yet this old
fellow dared to target him...

Xiao Yan was not really concerned about the companions Huang Yi had mentioned. As
long as the other party was not an elite Dou Zun, Xiao Yan would need not worry with




his current strength should they really end up meeting. From the looks of Huang Yi,
Xiao Yan did not think that he had befriended an elite Dou Zun as a companion...

“This Pill Realm might be good, but one can only remain inside for a short period of
time. Therefore, | will need to quickly obtain the three natural treasures on the medicine
list. Otherwise, if | end up in delaying the matter of the Pill Gathering, | will end up losing
more than | gain...” Xiao Yan softly muttered to himself. After which, he once again took
out the map from his Storage Ring. He carefully studied it before determining his current
position.

“The locations of these three items should be in the three red circles that are drawn on
the map. Currently, | can only head there and take a look...”

Xiao Yan mused for a moment before making up his mind. He still required a couple of
rare medicinal ingredients in order to mediate the Core Soul Marrow. Since this Pill
Realm possessed many treasures, he would search for these medicinal ingredients
along the way. If it was possible, his soul would truly breakthrough to the Soul State
before he left the Pill Realm. At that time, he would feel more confident about obtaining
the champion spot when he participated in the final part of the Pill Gathering.

Once Xiao Yan made up his mind, he ceased delaying any longer. His body floated high
up. After which, he identified the position where one of the three red coloured circles
was located. His body moved, and he transformed into a ray of light that rushed away...
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Chapter 1163: Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range

Xiao Yan’s first target was the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. This mountain
range was one of the three red circled areas. Although he did not know if the thing he
needed was here, he would need to make a trip to it no matter what.

The size of the Pill Realm was less than one-third the size of the Pill Region, perhaps
because of its gradual decay. However, one should not underestimate this one-third.
With the natural treasures in this realm, it was likely that there was not a single faction
on the continent not interested in it. This space was equivalent to owning an endless,
precious medicinal ingredient warehouse. From this, one could tell how wealthy the Pill
Tower was...

With Xiao Yan'’s speed, he would, at the very most, need one day and one night to
traverse this Pill Realm. Therefore, Xiao Yan gradually arrived near the Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range that had been circled on the map.

Xiao Yan had passed quite a number of other competitors along the way. Most of them
moved further away upon seeing him. Clearly, they were afraid that he would suddenl




attack. This kind of thing was not rare within the Pill Realm. After all, everyone here was
a competitor. If there was one less person, one would have an even greater chance of
coming in first. Hence, everyone maintained caution and ill intent toward one another.

Xiao Yan was unconcerned about the people who avoided him. These people were
unable to threaten him. Hence, he did not attack them like the large man had attacked
people earlier. After an indifferent glance, his body hurried past them.

Of course, not all of the competitors ran away. Along the way, Xiao Yan met a couple of
experts who had similarly reached the Dou Zong class. Their strengths might not be
comparable to Huang Yi, but they were not much weaker. Moreover, the most important
thing was that most of these people were quite old. Clearly, all of them should be
renowned members of the older generation.

Xiao Yan did not take the initiative to attack these people. Fortunately, these people
understood the situation. They were vaguely able to sense that Xiao Yan was not
someone that they could offend when he passed them by. Hence, all of them moved
aside after exchanging glances with him from some distance away.

Without these people blocking him, Xiao Yan’s journey was extremely peaceful. Other
than being attacked by two strong Magical Beasts along the way, everything proceeded
smoothly...

The two Magical Beasts that suddenly attacked Xiao Yan did not cause him to feel
surprised. He had discovered that the Magical Beasts here seemed to be even wilder
and more fierce than those Magical Beasts on the Dou Qi continent, perhaps because
of the violent seed that was mixed with the natural energy.

Other than the two Magical Beasts that had launched a sneak attack, Xiao Yan was not
blocked by anything else. Hence, after traveling for five to six hours, the Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range finally appeared in his eyes...

The Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range, just this name alone told one how
extraordinary this mountain range was. After Xiao Yan glanced at the towering mountain
range, he felt a little absent-minded because he had discovered that the energy within
the mountain range was really too dense...

The mountain range was like an enormous dragon had laid down in a meandering
manner. The air of the mountain range was permeated with a dense fog. This fog was
not natural. Instead, it was agglomerated from a dense energy.

Magical Beasts could be heard continuously roaring in this pernicious mountain range.
The roars were all filled with a constant tone of violence.

Xiao Yan’s figure remained suspended in the sky on the edge of this mountain range.
He knit his eyebrows and looked over the mountain range that was covered in fog. Even




though he had yet to step into this mountain range, he was able to rely on his sharp
Spiritual Perception to sense that this mountain range was not friendly ground...

While Xiao Yan was musing, waves of noisy voices were emitted from below. He was
startled. He gradually descended toward a slight slope outside of the mountain range.
There were quite a number of tents standing there. Quite a number of human figures

were partially visible among these tents.

“These people... are all competitors of the Pill Gathering?”

Xiao Yan was involuntarily a little stunned when he saw these people clustered here.
The competitors in other areas either started fighting or fleeing when they saw each
other, yet these people were living peacefully together?

Xiao Yan slightly knit his brows. He mused for a moment before moving his body and
landing a short distance away from the hill. After which, he rushed up the hill.

Surprisingly, no one stopped him from climbing the hill. Some people withdrew their
eyes after taking a glance at him.

This scene caused Xiao Yan to be exceptionally surprised. The doubt within their hearts
became more intense as he slowly walked to the middle of the hill. However, he was a
little surprised to find that there was a large group of people gathered a short distance
away. It was likely that there was at least a hundred of them.

Xiao Yan’s mouth widened as he looked at this large group of people. He immediately
frowned. Just why were so many competitors gathered here?

“Everyone, | think that a red circle should also have been drawn on your map pointing
out this location. The interior of the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range does
indeed possess the items on your task list. However, you should also be aware that the
things within the mountain range are not items that you can take just because you want
to...” A familiar voice was suddenly emitted from the group when Xiao Yan approached.

“Song Qing? Why is he here?”

Xiao Yan lifted an eyebrow upon hearing this voice. His vision slipped through the gaps
in the crowd and landed on a young figure standing on a large rock. Surprisingly, that
figure was the person called the youngest Elder of the Pill Tower, Song Qing.

Since Song Qing was on the rock, it was likely that Cao Ying was also here...

Xiao Yan turned his eyes as this thought flashed across his heart. Imnmediately, his eyes
paused on a green rock amidst the crowd. Cao Ying, who appeared exceptionally
enchanting in a black coloured dress, was seated on it. Her hand was playing with a
tread of black hair. That lazy expression of hers caused some fiery hot gazes from




around to continuously look at her. This woman was the kind of beauty that would bring
disaster to countries and cities no matter where she went to.

“Looks like they have all gathered at this place because this is the Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range...” Xiao Yan’s eyes turned towards the mountain range,
which appeared mysterious under the cover of the fog. He also nodded slowly. He could
sense that there were quite a lot of powerful existences within it.

Quite a number of people agrees with Song. All of them had anxiously charged into the
mountain range earlier. However, they ended up fleeing after being chased out by many
Magical Beasts. Some of those who were too slow to flee had even died in the mountain
range.

“‘Based on what | know, there are many Magical Beasts within the Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range. Moreover, the one commanding these Magical Beasts is an
ultimate beast that has already reached rank 7 peak and has half a foot in rank 8. This
fierce beast has used a special method to transport the many natural treasures around
the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range into its cave. Among them includes many
of the items on the task list we need...” Song Qing stood on the large rock, looked all
around him, and informed everyone in a deep voice. Being a member of the Pill Tower,
his understanding of the Pill Realm was far from what ordinary people could compare
with.

Numerous uproars sounded after everyone heard Song Qing’s words. Even Xiao Yan's
expression slightly changed. A Magical Beast with half a foot in rank 8. That fighting
strength would definitely be comparable to a true Dou Zun. It was not going to be an
easy task snatching things from the mouth of this fierce beast. Even he would find it
troublesome to kill. With his current strength, it was naturally not difficult to kill the fierce
beast if he used the Extermination Lotus Flame. However, he would definitely enter a
weary state after that. In this kind of place, where enemies were everywhere, Xiao Yan
clearly understood what it meant to enter a weary state...

“‘Beneath that fierce beast are many powerful Magical Beasts. If we act alone, it will be
impossible to obtain the task items unless you have reached the Dou Zun class.
Therefore, | suggest that all of us temporarily cooperate with each other and deal with
the fierce beast. Once we defeat it, the remaining Magical Beasts will scatter...” Song
Qing ignored the surrounding noise and continued speaking. What he said was true.
With that fierce beast within this Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range, all of them
could forget about obtaining the items they had been tasked to obtain.

This principle was something the hearts of those present clearly understood. After a
brief moment of hesitation, all of them slowly nodded in agreement. Despite them
nodding, none of them were fools. Song Qing might have put it nicely, but if one were to
truly trust others at this moment, one must be really feel that they had lived for too long.




‘I know what everyone is worried about. We can make an agreement. Before we have
finished off the fierce beast, we must not attack our companions. Anyone who breaks
this agreement will be dealt with by the combined effort of the rest. What do you say?”
Song Qing was naturally aware of what these experienced people were thinking. He
immediately let out a faint smile before speaking.

The people present faced each other upon hearing this. They mused for a moment
before expressing their agreement. If they were unable to find a solution, it was likely
that none of them would be able to complete their task. Hence, agreements were made
among this crowd. Those present were aware of Song Qing’s status in the Pill Tower.
Therefore, his words were able to sway others.

Song Qing finally smiled upon hearing their agreement. He turned his head, and his
eyes landed on the lazy-looking Cao Ying. A faint pride was visible in them. Being able
to subdue so many outstanding alchemists from all over the continent in front of a
beauty was not something an ordinary person could achieve.

Xiao Yan did not feel anything in the face of Song Qing'’s incitement. However, if he
really managed to gather this group of people together, it would be quite a gathering of
strength. It would cause the fierce beast of the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain
Range some trouble if this group were to block it. At that time, he might be able to
understand the situation and gain an advantage in the chaos. As long as he obtained
the necessary items he had been asked to find, he was too lazy to bother with the
others...

Xiao Yan fell deep into thought for a moment before nodding without leaving a trace. He
was just about to turn around when the sound of rushing wind suddenly resounded a
short distance away. His eyes looked over, and he saw a couple of figures rushing over
from the distance. The leader was the white-clothed young man Xiao Yan remembered
very well. There was a faint-purple-colored metal fan in his hand.

Xiao Yan’s eyes immediately narrowed as he glared at this person. The corner of his
mouth was lifted into a cold smile.

“We have finally met, huh...”
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Chapter 1164: Meeting Again

The one who could cause Xiao Yan to reveal such an expression was naturally the
young sect leader of the Profound Xuan Sect, Chen Xian. Xiao Yan and him had not
appeared in the same place, but it was unexpected that they would meet outside this
Ten thousand Medicinal Mountain Range.




There were two elders behind Chen Xian. Xiao Yan was not unfamiliar with these two
people. They were the guards of Chen Xian that Xiao Yan had met at the alchemist
trade fair.

“These two old fellows are also alchemists. No wonder Chen Xian was not afraid. He
already had some helpers in the Pill Realm...” Xiao Yan knit his brows as he studied the
two old men. The strength of those two was much greater than Huang Yi. It was likely
that they were nine star Dou Zongs. They were going to be somewhat troublesome to
deal with.

By using them, it was possible to see Chen Xian’s position in the Profound Xuan Sect.
He even two nine star Dou Zongs guarding him even after entering the Pill Realm.
Clearly, the Profound Xuan Sect valued him. Part of the reason for this might perhaps
be because he was the junior sect leader. However, if he were useless, it was likely that
he would not receive such treatment even with his status.

While Xiao Yan pondering his status, Chen Xian’s group swiftly rushed over. He slowly
landed on the hill in front of many gazes.

Chen Xian swept his eyes around after landing. After which, they paused on Xiao Yan,
a short distance away. He was a little startled. Immediately, his face, usually filled with a
feminine aura, revealed a dense smile.

“Xiao Yan, looks like your luck is quite bad...”

Chen Xian’s finger pressed against his metal fan. That fan emitted a ‘bam’ sound as it
was opened. After which, he slowly walked toward Xiao Yan as he spoke with a smile.

Xiao Yan’s eyes were calm as he looked at the sinister smile of Chen Xian. After which,
he glanced at the two old men who were following close behind. He smiled faint and
asked, “Is this your support?”

“Do you think it is insufficient?” Chen Xian gently flapped the purple-colored metal fan in
his hand and softly laughed.

Xiao Yan slowly nodded.

“But | think that it is already sufficient.” Chen Xian’s expression suddenly turned cold.
Ferocious smiles flashed across the face of the two old men behind him. They took a
step forward and two majestic auras swept out.

The unexpected change attracted the attention of everyone on the hill. However, no one
stepped forward to lend a hand. Instead, everyone withdrew into the distance, afraid
they would be drawn in. It was not rare for people to take revenge within the Pill Realm.
Hence, no one felt surprised.




A chill flashed across Xiao Yan'’s eyes as he glanced at the two old men with ferocious
smiles. These two people were indeed quite strong. However, Chen Xian was a little too
naive in thinking that these two could take Xiao Yan down.

“Kill him!”

Chen Xian waved the fan in his hand and suddenly pointed it at Xiao Yan. He let out a
savage cry as he commanded them.

“Understood!”

The two elders immediately acknowledged Chen Xian’s orders. Powerful Dou Qi surged
out of their bodies. The massive pressure caused some of the weaker people around to
feel somewhat suppressed.

Xiao Yan narrowed his eyes. His arms were slowly extended from his sleeves. A jade-
green flame shuffled around his fingers like spirits.

“Ke ke, so it’'s brother Chen Xian.”

Just when both parties were in a swords-drawn atmosphere, a laugh suddenly broke it.
Everyone immediately saw Song Qing and Cao Ying slowly step forward.

Chen Xian also smiled when he saw Song Qing. Clearly, the two were acquainted with
each other. He immediately cupped his hands together and said, “It is unexpected that |
am able to meet brother Song here.”

Song Qing smiled. His eyes turned to Xiao Yan by the side. It seemed that there was a
conflict between Chen Xian and Xiao Yan.

“Is there so enmity between the two of you?” Cao Ying looked at Xiao Yan with some
interest. After which, she looked at Chen Xian and asked with a sweet smile.

“I have a grudge with this person...” Chen Xian did not dare to slight Cao Ying. Her
position in the Pill Tower was something that was far from what he, the junior sect
leader of the Profound Xuan Sect, could compare with.

“Tsk tsk, why is it that you form enemies all over the place?” A teasing expression
flashed across Cao Ying's attractive face as she walked toward Xiao Yan and laughed.

“They are but a bunch of clowns jumping up and down.” Xiao Yan laughed and casually
replied.

“What did you say?” Chen Xian’s expression turned cold upon hearing his words. He did
not expect Xiao Yan would dare to provoke him in such a situation.




Cao Ying’s pretty eyes gently swept over Chen Xian and the two old men beside him.
She immediately waved her hand and said, “Since all of you have come here, it is likely
that you have come because of the task items in the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain
Range. This place in not nice. Even though your ability is quite great, it would be
impossible for you to snatch something from the hands of an elite Dou Zun. Therefore, |
suggest that all of you should temporarily put aside your grudge, join hands, and talk
about this after resolving the issue of this Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range.
What do you say?”

“Ke ke, Ying-er is right. Currently, it is not wise to fight internally. Otherwise, everyone
will not be able to obtain their tasked items. At that time, we will lose our qualification to
participate in the competition.” Song Qing smiled in agreement at this moment. Although
he also hated Xiao Yan, he was naturally unable to just stand idly by the side since Cao
Ying had opened her mouth.

Chen Xian knit his eyebrows slightly upon hearing this. However, he could not disregard
this suggestion of Cao Ying and Song Qing. He hesitated for a moment before
ruthlessly glaring at Xiao Yan. He coldly said, “This time around, | shall let you off on
account of Miss Cao Ying. However, you should pray for yourself once we leave this
Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range!”

Xiao Yan carelessly glanced at Chen Xian, but was too lazy to bother with him.
Although it would be a little annoying to kill Chen Xian, who possessed the protection of

two nine star Dou Zongs, it was not an impossible task.

“Ke ke, brother Chen Xian is really magnanimous.” Song Qing smiled upon hearing his
words. After which, he turned his eyes to Xiao Yan and smiled. “Currently, we also
require some help. Since we are acquainted, you should follow us. When we defeat the
fierce beast, you will be able to gain something.”

The corner of Xiao Yan’s mouth was involuntarily lifted until a line of faint ridicule
appeared upon hearing Song Qing’s words. He wanted to find a free fighter, yet he was
still saying such righteous words. This fellow was indeed not a good person.

“Forget it. | am not used to cooperating with strangers...” This Song Qing and Chen
Xian were clearly one of a kind. Xiao Yan could not be bothered to waste his breath on
them. He randomly waved his hand. After which, he turned around and descended the
slope.

Song Qing was startled when Xiao Yan rejected him. His face immediately alternated
between green and white. It was unexpected that Xiao Yan did not give him any face.

“Xiao Yan, | am doing this for your own good! Do you think that you can kill that fierce
beast all by yourself?”




Song Qing involuntarily cried out in a deep voice when he saw Xiao Yan turn around
and leave.

Cao Ying by the side was also surprised by Xiao Yan’s decision. Her eyebrows became
vertical. This fellow seemed to be very different from an ordinary person. Although Song
Qing’s words might be awful, was this fellow not aware of the current situation?

“‘Hee hee, brother Song, | have already said that there is no need to give such person
any face. You are thinking for him, but he does not appreciate it. From what | see, we
should attack and finish this fellow off. It will save you trouble later.” A sinister
expression flashed across Chen Xian’s face as he coldly laughed.

A vicious expression flashed across Song Qing’s face when he heard Chen Xian’s
words. Xiao Yan had not given him any face in front Cao Ying. This caused him to be
quite displeased.

“Why don’t...” Chen Xian appeared to be aware of what Song Qing was currently
thinking in his heart. He stepped forward without leaving a trace, and his hand gently cut
through the air in front of him.

Seeing this, Song Qing’s eyes turned cold. He looked at Xiao Yan’s back before
nodding gently.

The sinister expression appeared clearer on Chen Xian’s face when he saw Song Qing
nodding his head. He turned his head and raised his chin at the two elders beside him.

The two elders also nodded with sinister expressions upon seeing Chen Xian’s action.
Their feet immediately pressed against the ground. After which, their bodies turned into
two blurry human figures as they carried two sharp gusts of wind and rushed toward
Xiao Yan'’s back with lightning-like speed.

“Brat, do you simply want to leave after having offended the junior sect leader?”

The sudden attack of the two old man had exceeded many people’s expectations. By
the time they heard the cold cry beside their ears, they were shocked to realize that the
two of them had already appeared behind Xiao Yan. The sharp winds in their hands
were like sharp blades as they ruthlessly hacked down on Xiao Yan’s neck.

“Diel”

A ferocious expression flashed across the eyes of the two old men as they stared at
Xiao Yan at close proximity. The wind in their hands erupted and heavily landed on the
back of Xiao Yan’s head.

“Chi!”




The expected fresh blood did not appear when the hand-knives landed. The hands of
those two penetrated through Xiao Yan’s body. At the same time, Xiao Yan’s back
slowly faded.

“‘Afterimage?”

The expressions of the two old men changed immediately upon seeing this. The wind
from their fists shook and shattered the afterimage. A hurried cry was immediately
emitted from their throats, “Junior sect leader, be careful!”

Chen Xian’s and Song Qing’s faces changed when they heard the hurried cries of those
two elders, especially Chen Xian’s. His strength was not weak, and he understood that
the two Elders had failed when he heard their words.

“This brat is really cunning...”

Chen Xian’s feet stomped on the ground as this thought flashed across his heart. After
which, his body shot backwards.

However, the space behind him suddenly distorted as his figure moved backwards. A
blurry figure appeared from that distortion. A jade-green flame was wrapped around that
figure’s fist. It tore through the sky like lightning, violently growing closer to Chen Xian'’s
back.

The sharp, hot wind that had suddenly appeared behind Chen Xian’s back caused his
heart to feel a chill. He forcefully turned his body, and the metal fan emitted a ‘bam’
sound as it was swept in front of him.

“Clang!”

The fire fist suddenly arrived and heavily landed on the metal fan. Immediately, a clear,
metallic sound was erupted from it.

The force from the punch was blocked by the strange material of the metal fan, but Xiao
Yan’s fist suddenly changed to a palm as a surging hidden force erupted at this
moment!

“Bang!”

The hidden force penetrated the metal fan before violently striking Chen Xian’s chest.
His body shot backwards, rubbing across the ground and forming an extremely deep




Chen Xian stabilized his body with much difficulty. His expression was pale as a
mouthful of bright-red fresh blood was spat out. He quickly raised his head and looked
at the spot where he had been standing earlier with shocked eyes. A skinny figure
slowly appeared at that spot.
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Chapter 1165: Attack

This unexpected change left everyone on the hill stunned. They watched Chen Xian be
forced back and vomit blood in the blink of an eye. After which, they looked at the figure
that was slowly appearing. In an instant, a chill surged within the hearts of quite a
number of people. They quietly withdrew further away.

No one had expected Xiao Yan to not run as quickly as possible in the face of this
powerful lineup of Chen Xian. He had instead dared to put up a feint, dodge the two
elders, and attack Chen Xian. Everyone had clearly witnessed the situation earlier. If
Chen Xian’s reaction had been a little slower, it was likely that he would have been
killed by Xiao Yan.

Some surprise surged onto the face of Song Qing a short distance away. His
understanding of Xiao Yan was limited to some rumors. Moreover, the thing that he had
heard most about was the five great clan test in Holy Pill City. Although Xiao Yan’s
performance during the test was quite good, it was not enough to make him feel any
shock. Moreover, Xiao Yan’s strength was merely around that of a four star Dou Zong.
Chen Xian’s strength was of a similar level. However, Song Qing had not expected
Chen Xian to be defeated in just one exchange.

Cao Ying’s pretty eyes contained a strange glint as she stared at Xiao Yan. She had not
expected him to be capable of fighting even along with his powerful Spiritual Strength.
No wonder he challenged the Ice River Valley back then...

She, too, did not really like Chen Xian. She was also aware that Song Qing’s words
would have the opposite effect on Xiao Yan. Although she did not have a close
relationship with Xiao Yan, she was aware that the pride his heart would not lose to
hers. Xiao Yan would definitely ignore his charity tone. Moreover, the strength that he
had displayed allowed him to ignore it.

“Brat, you are seeking death!”

The two elders finally recovered after Chen Xian had been hit so hard by Xiao Yan that
he spit out blood and flew backwards. They cried out furiously as their bodies moved.
After which, they appeared behind Chen Xian. Both of them extended their hands and
forcefully received Chen Xian.




“Kill this bastard. | want him to suffer a fate worse than death!”

Chen Xian’s feminine face was covered in a ferocious look after having been received
by the two of them. That palm from Xiao Yan had really caused him to lose all of his
face, causing him to crazily roar out a command.

The two elders looked at each other when they heard his command. However, only one
of them stepped forward. The frightening speed which Xiao Yan had displayed earlier
caused even the two of them to be afraid. If Xiao Yan were to slip away again, it was
likely that Chen Xian would find it hard to stay alive. At that time, the two of them would
suffer an extremely harsh punishment from the sect. A punishment worse than death.

“This brat is not an ordinary person. Although the strength on his surface is only that of
a four star Dou Zong, he is extremely troublesome to deal with. Ugh...”

The old man, who had slowly stepped forward, glanced at Xiao Yan a short distance
away. He sighed again in his heart, feeling somewhat regretful. After all, if anything
happened to Chen Xian, then...

“You have offended the junior sect leader. This is equivalent to having offended the
Profound Xuan Sect...” The old man’s expression was dark as he stared at Xiao Yan
and spoke in a solemn voice.

“It is better for you to say these words to your junior sect leader. All this while, it is he
who has been offending people...” Xiao Yan smiled and replied in a faint voice.

The old man was dull, and he felt speechless. Xiao Yan’s words were full of truth. Xiao
Yan and Chen Xian did not have a major conflict. However, Chen Xian had quietly
stabbed at Xiao Yan due to some displeasure in his heart.

Although he was speechless, he could only shake his head due to his identity. He
slowly stepped forward. A majestic Dou Qi surged from his body in all directions. The
powerful energy caused the faces of quite a number of people on the hill to reveal some
discomfort

“With just you alone, you will not be able to stop me...” Xiao Yan gently raised his eyes
as he looked at the old man, who acted like he was facing a great enemy. Xiao Yan
subsequently glanced at the ferocious face of Chen Xian in a careless manner.

The old man was unable to deny Xiao Yan’s words. He understood Xiao Yan’s
frightening speed from earlier. Even though the strength of the two of them far
exceeded Xiao Yan'’s strength, they were far inferior when it came to speed alone.

“Elder Bai, why aren’t you killing this bastard?”




Chen Xian, who was a short distance away, cried out in ferocious tone of voice while
the old man was hesitating. His hatred for Xiao Yan could already be described as
monstrous.

The old man could only softly sigh upon hearing Chen Xian’s cry. He clenched his hand
and a large five-foot-long blade appeared. Immediately, the edge of the blade was
pointed at Xiao Yan. His toes pressed on the ground, and his body appeared just like a
bird as he pounced toward Xiao Yan like lightning. The large blade in his hand
appeared to possess a mountain-splitting strength as it tore through the air. A ten-foot-
large blade glow was formed on the tip of the blade. After which, the man ruthlessly
hacked it downwards!

Xiao Yan'’s expression did not change as he watched the old man’s sharp attack. A
silver glow flashed under his feet, and his body shook. After which, he disappeared in a
strange manner as a thunderous roar appeared.

The enormous blade cut through the air and arrived. It ruthlessly smashed against the
empty ground, causing the entire hill to shake. A large crevice spread from the point
where the blade landed on the ground. It extended to the middle part of the hill. Only
then did it slowly come to a stop.

Everyone gently inhaled a breath of cool air when they withessed the powerful
destructive force of the old man. They hurriedly withdrew even further. It was very easy
for them to be implicated in a battle at this level.

The old man knit his brows after his blade missed. Xiao Yan’s speed really left him with
a great headache. His eyes swiftly looked to where Chen Xian was, but he did not see
any activity there.

“Come out!”

The old man’s stern eyes swept around as a chill flashed across his eyes. The large
blade in his hand suddenly and ruthlessly hacked at the space on his left.

“Clang!”’

An enormous, black ruler suddenly appeared when the blade cut through the space,
blocking it in the process. Xiao Yan'’s figure was revealed at the same time.

Xiao Yan flicked his wrist and the heavy ruler trickily avoided the cold, large blade. His
body rotated a little and the heavy ruler in his hand was swung by him. The heavy ruler
carried an unusually powerful, hot wind as it swung toward the old man’s head.

“‘Hmph!”




The old man merely let out a cold snort when he saw Xiao Yan'’s attack. What he found
troublesome to deal with was Xiao Yan’s speed. If it was a head-on clash, he was
confident he could crush all the Dou Qi in Xiao Yan’s body within ten exchanges. The
strength of a nine star Dou Zong was five stars stronger than Xiao Yan regardless of
how one put it. It was not so easy to narrow that gap.

The old man swung the hilt of his blade sideways and the Dou Qi within his body surged
out at this moment. After which, it agglomerated on the large blade. A bright and
powerful glow materialized on the blade until it appeared like a divine item. Sharp, cold
Qi shot in all directions, causing some distortions to appear.

The heavy ruler whistled down. However, just when it was about to collide with the large
blade, it suddenly paused in a strange manner. At this instant, Xiao Yan’s other hand
swiftly formed a series of dazzling seals.

“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change. First Change!”

Xiao Yan coldly cried out in his heart. The surging Dou Qi within his body immediately
soared. With Xiao Yan'’s current understanding of the Skyfire Three Mysterious Change,
he had basically reached a stage where he could use it as he desired. The surge of his
Dou Qi was silent. It was undoubtedly much stronger when compared to before too.

The soaring of the Dou Qi within Xiao Yan’s body also caused his aura to rise at this
moment. The strength contained in the heavy ruler also swiftly rose as well. Finally, it
violently collided with the bright, large blade in front of the stunned eyes of the old man.

“Clang!”

An earth-shaking sound resonated over the hill. Immediately, a frightening wind swept
out in a circular shape whistling like a storm with the two of them being the focal point. It
forced all of the surrounding people to move back in a miserable manner.

“Crack!”

A slight sound suddenly appeared within the storm. The expression of the old man
drastically changed at this moment. His narrowed eyes had caught a slight crack as it
suddenly appeared on the large blade...

“How did this brat’s strength soar so quickly?”

The expression of the old man had become much uglier when he sensed the pressure
that was being transmitted to his hand. Did this brat try to act weak to eat the strong

right from the start?

“Ban 0 !”




While this thought was lingering in the old man’s heart, the strength being transmitted
from the heavy ruler suddenly erupted once again. Under this terrifying wind, even he
was shaken to the point where his feet had to step back...

Xiao Yan'’s face suddenly turned dark and cold after having forced back this old man
with the surname Bai. He did not hesitate as his toes pressed against the ground. After
which, he turned into a wild storm that swept toward Chen Xian a short distance away!

“You are seeking death!”

Upon seeing that Xiao Yan dared to charge over, the other Elder, who was protecting
Chen Xian, revealed a sunken expression as he let out a furious cry.

However, his cry had just sounded when a silver-colored human figure appeared in front
of him before he could stop Xiao Yan from charging over. This figure was like a human-
shaped tank as it charged at the Elder, bringing along an extremely fierce wind.

The silver-colored human figure that suddenly appeared surprised this Elder of the
Profound Xuan Sect. He could sense that the silver-colored figure was not much weaker
than him!

While he was surprised, the silver-colored figure reached him. Its metal fist was swung,
creating a hurricane that pestered this Elder of the Profound Xuan Sect.

Chen Xian’s ferocious face had finally changed a little after seeing this Elder be held
back. His feet pressed on the ground, and his body moved back. He was aware that
Xiao Yan was targeting him!

Although Chen Xian had a good awareness of the situation, how could his speed
compare to Xiao Yan? Moreover, Xiao Yan had even used the first change of the
Skyfire Three Mysterious Change...

Hence, after Chen Xian had just taken his second step, the space in front of him
suddenly distorted. Immediately, a figure slowly appeared in front of him. The figure’s
young face was currently covered in a killing intent that caused his entire body to feel a
chill.

‘Do you think that | can’t kill you just because there’s someone protecting you?”
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The expression on Chen Xian’s face drastically changed upon hearing Xiao Yan’s
dense words filled with killing intent. He did not hesitate even a little as the Dou Qi




within his body erupted in all directions at this moment. After which, all of it
agglomerated on his right palm.

The rich, fiery-red Dou Qi gathered on Chen Xian’s right hand, causing his entire arm
look like a burning-red charcoal. A frightening fire-red Dou Qi was swiftly gathered on
his palm, appearing just like an unusually sharp fire blade!

“‘Mysterious Fire Blade!”

A ferociousness had also surged up Chen Xian’s face at this moment. His hand
trembled, and it formed into the shape of a blade. After which, it was ruthlessly hacked
at Xiao Yan’s head!

With the wave of his hand, the fire knife formed by hot, fire-red Dou Qi also moved. At
the same time, a searing hot, sharp wind tore a dark-black crack in space itself.

No matter what the case was, Chen Xian was also an expert with a strength that was
similar to Xiao Yan. This attack had been unleashed during his all out retaliation was
quite powerful.

The cold expression on Xiao Yan'’s face became even denser in the face of Chen Xian’s
fierce and violent retaliation. Xiao Yan’s hand curled into a claw shape as a jade-green
flame surged out. It immediately transformed into a flame glove that wrapped around
Xiao Yan’s hands.

Not the slightest ripple appeared on Xiao Yan’s face after the flame agglomerated into a
fire glove. After which, he ruthlessly threw a punch. This punch heavily collided with the
fire blade of Chen Xian in front of numerous gazes.

The fist and palm collided as a high temperature wind swept away at this moment.
Some of the large rocks started to crack, and some even exploded into a countless
number of stone fragments with a bang...

The collision of the fist and palm caused Chen Xian’s expression to swiftly pale. On the
other hand, Xiao Yan’s expression remained the same. It did not change even a little
while dealing with Chen Xian'’s fierce retaliation.

“Get lost!”

The sharp wind on the fire blade swiftly weakened after making contact with the Glazed
Lotus Heart Flame. A moment later, it showed signs of crumbling. A chill flashed across
Xiao Yan’s dark-black eyes at this moment. At the same time, a cold cry exploded from
the tip of his tongue like thunder across the clear sky.




This cry spread out like a wave. Along with this cry came a majestic force that caused
Chen Xian’s expression to fill with horror!

A terrifying force surged out of Xiao Yan’s palm like floodwater. The defenses of the
Dou Qi within Chen Xian'’s body fell apart under this force. A mouthful of fresh blood
was spat out from his mouth with a ‘grug’ sound.

A clear bone-crushing sound immediately erupted from Chen Xian’s right hand when
the fresh blood shot out. His body flew backwards and heavily smashed into an
enormous mountain rock, shaking the rock until numerous tiny cracks formed. A
moment later, a crack sound finally rang out and the enormous rock was blasted apart.
Its interior was shattered into dust by the hidden force.

Chen Xian’s body collapsed into the dust of the giant rock. His body continued to twitch.
Clearly, Xiao Yan’s attack had seriously injured him!

Xiao Yan, who had used the first change of the Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, could
fight with a seven or even eight star elite Dou Zong. However, it would be a little bit of a
stretch for him to deal with a nine star Dou Zong. The reason the old man with the
surname Bai had been forced back by Xiao Yan with one strike was mostly due to Xiao
Yan'’s own strength. After that exchange earlier, Xiao Yan was aware that the old man
with the surname Bai had just advanced to the ninth star. Otherwise, it would have been
impossible for him to have been forced back with just one ruler strike.

Even though Xiao Yan had used the first change of the Skyfire Three Mysterious
Change, it would still be impossible for him to injure a nine star Dou Zong.
Unfortunately, Chen Xian had not reached this level. The strength he was proud of was
not even worth mentioning in Xiao Yan'’s eyes!

Numerous gazes on the hill looked at Chen Xian, who appeared extremely miserable
after having collapsed in the pile of dust. All of them quietly swallowed a mouthful of
saliva. Their gazes turned to Xiao Yan with additional fear. The vicious attacks of Xiao
Yan terrifird them.

Song Qing and Cao Ying’s gazes also paused on the miserable-looking Chen Xian. The
expressions of the two were different. The expression of Song Qing was gloomy. He
had a slight friendship with Chen Xian. Xiao Yan’s public treatment of Chen Xian had
naturally caused his face to appear a little ugly. That witch, Cao Ying, on the other hand,
seemed to be very interested in this kind of fight between men. Her enchanting eyes
leaped with excitement. From the looks of it, she seemed to want the two of them to
charge forward and fight to the death.

“Brat, you have gone overboard!”




At this moment, that old man with the surname Bai, who had been shaken by Xiao Yan
until his aura had become sluggish, finally recovered his strength. He looked at the
seriously injured Chen Xian, and his expression changed. With a furious roar, his body
transformed into lightning as he rushed toward Xiao Yan with a sharp wind full of killing
intent.

Xiao Yan slightly knit his brows when he saw that old man with the surname Bai attack.
He glanced at Chen Xian, who was staring at him with vicious eyes from the pile of dust.
Immediately, Xiao Yan let out a cold smile. His body moved, and he once again rushed
toward Chen Xian. From the looks of it, he seemed to be planning on giving the
seriously injured Chen Xian the final blow!

Xiao Yan’s body had just moved when quite a number of people detected his intention.
Quite a number of people’s expectations changed. They had not expected Xiao Yan to
attempt to kill the junior sect leader of the Profound Xuan Sect in this place!

“Brat, you dare!”

Xiao Yan’s actions were also discovered by that old man with the surname Bai, and he
gave chase.

Xiao Yan acted as though he did not hear the howl. He already intended to kill Chen
Xian. This person would take revenge for all grievances. Back then, they merely had a
small conflict at the alchemist trade fair, but this person had gone and investigated Xiao
Yan. After which, he had sold this information to the members of the Hall of Souls,
resulting in Xiao Yan nearly being killed!

If Xuan Kong Zi had not suddenly intervened that night, it was likely that Xiao Yan would
have had no other choice but to use the Extermination Fire Lotus. The elite Dou Zun
experts were still extremely powerful existences to the current him!

Before he refined the third type of Heavenly Flame, Xiao Yan understood that he did not
have many fighting techniques he could usr against an elite Dou Zun. After all, the gap
in strength between the classes was really too great...

Chen Xian had caused Xiao Yan to nearly lose his life. This matter was naturally not
something that Xiao Yan could simply let go with a smile. From a certain point of view,
Xiao Yan was a person who would take revenge for all grievances he had suffered.

Any favor must be returned, and any animosity must be repaid!

The viciousness in Chen Xian’s eyes was immediately replaced by panic when he saw
Xiao Yan rushing at him with killing intent. With his current condition, he would not even
be able to last one exchange against Xiao Yan. The current Xiao Yan only needed to
gently move his finger and it would be enough to cause him, the junior sect leader of the
Profound Xuan Sect, to lose his life here!




“Xiao Yan, if you dare kill me, the Profound Xuan Sect will definitely not let you off!”

Chen Xian was not bothered much by this critical life and death moment as his voice
sharply cried out.

Xiao Yan completely ignored his sharp cry. He would never naively think that Chen Xian
would be grateful to him if he let Chen Xian off now. If one were to let a vicious wolf off,
it would still find opportunities to bite back at oneself. Xiao Yan had seen quite a lot
through his years of experience. He would naturally not hold back at this moment.

Chen Xian’s face instantly became much paler when he saw Xiao Yan ignore his threat.
Regret finally surged into his heart at this moment... if he knew that this fellow was so
ruthless, he would not have offended him back then...

Regret was useless at this moment because Xiao Yan, who was accompanied by a
murderous aura, flashed and appeared above Chen Xian’s head at this moment. His
dark-black eyes revealed traces of dense chill that caused one to feel cold. The large,
black ruler in his hand was being wrapped by a hot flame. Space itself became distorted
wherever the black ruler passed...

“When you are reincarnated in your next life, you should think about the consequences
of any evil thoughts!”

A ferocious expression flashed across the corner of Xiao Yan’s mouth as he looked at
the terror on Chen Xian’s face. The heavy ruler in his hand did not hesitate as it carried
the deafening sound of rushing wind and violently smashed toward Chen Xian’s head
with a bang.

Xiao Yan'’s attack was completely merciless. Clearly, he intended to take Chen Xian’s
life with this ruler strike.

Chen Xian looked at the jade-green fire ruler that was magnifying within his eyes. His
face was already without color.

“Stop!”

A cry suddenly exploded beside Xiao Yan’s ear like thunder while the heavy ruler was
swung.

Xiao Yan knit his eyebrows upon hearing this cry. However, he continued to ignore it.
Instead, the speed his Heavy Ruler fell increased!

“Mysterious Mud Fire Shield!”

The person who had cried out earlier also appeared to be aware that words were
useless against Xiao Yan. Hence, he could not resist intervening after yelling out.




The ground in front of Chen Xian suddenly trembled at this moment. Immediately, a
‘bang’ sounded and the soil surged out like water in a flood. The surprising thing was
that the soil was mixed with a deep-yellow flame.

The soil surged and immediately formed an extremely tough shield in front of Chen
Xian. A strange, deep-yellow flame lingered on the shield.

The soil shield had just been formed when the heavy ruler suddenly fell. It heavily
landed on the shield. A low, deep explosion suddenly sounded!

One could see the soil shield violently shake when the heavy ruler fell. Sand shot out in
all directions. However, this soil shield had slowed Xiao Yan's attack.

Xiao Yan'’s expression slightly sank as he sensed the slight sluggishness of his heavy
ruler when it penetrated the soil shield. He knew that whoever had intervened was not
intending to block his attack, but had been planning to buy some precious time for that
old man with the surname Bai!

It was just as Xiao Yan had expected. While his ruler was slowing, a majestic Dou Qi
rushed behind him in an instant. Moreover, it was aimed at the back of his heart.
Clearly, if he really insisted on killing Chen Xian, the person behind him definitely take
his life!

Xiao Yan narrowed his eyes at this split second. His falling ruler suddenly shook. A
hidden force suddenly penetrated the soil shield and heavily struck Chen Xian’s lower
abdomen!

The body of Chen Xian stiffened when this hidden force struck his lower abdomen...
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Xiao Yan did not have the time to check if the hidden force had caused Chen Xian. The

heavy ruler in his hand reflexively swung backwards in a violent manner. It immediately
collided with the vast, mighty palm wind of the old man Bai, who was furiously pouncing

The heavy ruler collided with the palm wind, and a muffled sound immediately
appeared. The fierce wind swept apart like a storm. Xiao Yan’s toes pressed against
empty air as his body swiftly withdrew. At the same time, his feet took a couple of




continuous steps through the air. Each time his foot landed, space itself would tremble.
This continued for a couple of steps before Xiao Yan forcefully stabilized his body. This
furious attack by the old man with the surname Bai was powerful. If this attack had
landed on Xiao Yan’s defenseless back, it probably would have gave him a serious
injury.

Xiao Yan's feet stepped on empty air before he stabilized his body. His eyes was clearly
a little gloomy as they landed on Song Qing because the person who had suddenly
stopped Xiao Yan from killing Chen Xian was him.

Song Qing did not show much fear when he saw Xiao Yan'’s dark, solemn eyes looking
over. With his position in the Pill Tower, there was no need for him to be afraid of Xiao
Yan. He immediately said in a deep voice, “Xiao Yan, brother Chen has currently joined
this temporary alliance of ours. You should not attempt to kill him. Currently, everyone’s
strength is the capital for us to defeat the fierce beast in the Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range. Is this action of yours an attempt to stop us from passing this
selection?”

This Song Qing was quite a vicious person. His words had already placed Xiao Yan in a
position that opposed the many alchemists present. However, how great of an effect his
words could achieve was unknown.

“‘Based on what you have said, only he is allowed to kill me?” Xiao Yan laughed upon
hearing this.

Song Qing slightly knit his brows and said with a faint voice, “Brother Song is merely
getting someone to capture you. Isn’t the fact that you are still fine prove my point?”

“Your ability to alter the truth is indeed a talent. Chen Xian personally said that he wants
me to suffer a fate worse than death. Don’t tell me that those present did not hear his
words?” Xiao Yan smiled. He glanced at Song Qing and lazily said, “You should also
forget about saying all this nonsense. The people here are not fools. No one will be
listen to your words. If you are really displeased, you can just attack. | will receive you.”

Song Qing was dull. His eyes swept around him, and he did see the alchemists idly
standing to the side. None of them revealed any enmity to Xiao Yan because of Song
Qing’s words.

“All of these old cunning fellows...” Song Qing was helpless in his heart when he saw
this. Who could patrticipate in the Pill Gathering and be an ordinary person? It was not
an easy task to provoke them into becoming enemies with others.

“The ability of an alchemist does not lie in fighting and killing. If you really have the
ability, | will wait for you at the Pill Gathering...” Song Qing would naturally not submit in
public. His eyes looked at Xiao Yan while he coldly laughed. Perhaps he was no match




for Xiao Yan when it came to fighting strength. However, he was very confident when it
came to pill refinement!

At that time, he would let Xiao Yan know that the nonsense five great clan test
champion was worthless in his eyes!

Xiao Yan was non-committal to these harsh words of Song Qing. His eyes glanced at
the other Elder of the Profound Xuan Sect, who had been pestered by the Earth Demon
Puppet to the point of not being able to move. An order was issued from his heart and
the Earth Demon Puppet transformed into a silver glow as it returned. After which, it
stood beside Xiao Yan without any expression, appearing just like a loyal guard.

The Elder from the Profound Xuan Sect only moved to the old man with the surname
Bai after seeing the Earth Demon Puppet withdraw. Both Elders appeared beside Chen
Xian, who had been rendered unconscious by Xiao Yan. Their hands touched his arm
as they hurriedly probed Chen Xian’s injuries.

“Bastard, you have shattered the junior sect leader’s veins!”

This probing immediately caused a fury to flash across their eyes. They raised their
heads and glared at Xiao Yan like ferocious lions as they roared out.

The veins were the most important channeling path for any Dou Qi practitioner. If any
problem occurred to them, it could easily result in one becoming a trash that could not
practice Dou Qi. Although there were some high tier medicinal pills that could repair
one’s veins, they depended on how serious the injury was. Currently, the veins within
Chen Xian’s body had been completely shattered by Xiao Yan'’s attack from earlier. The
chance of fully recovering from such a serious injury was extremely dim...

Once he lost the support of Dou Qi, Chen Xian would become a useless person!
Song Qing’s expression also changed slightly when he heard the roar of the old man.

He did not expect Xiao Yan to attack so ruthlessly. Becoming a useless person was
likely even more difficult for Chen Xian to endure compared to being killed...

Xiao Yan in the air remained expressionless. He did not show the slightest sign of being
affected by this. Chen Xian had repeatedly wanted to kill him. If he didn’t own many
different techniques, it was likely that he would have already become an ice-cold
corpse. Since Chen Xian was unable to kill him, Chen Xian should learn some of the
consequences that he needed to deal with when he felt the desire to Kkill...

“Things have already become like this and no one can restore the situation. The
breaking of veins is not completely without any cure. You can perhaps ask for help from
the Pill Tower after this is over. They might be able to cure him.” Cao Ying finally
stepped forward with gentle footsteps while everyone was silent. Her crisp, soft voice
caused one to feel the impulse of being smitten.




The two Elders from the Profound Xuan Sect gradually calmed down when they heard
Cao Ying opened her mouth. With the strength of the two of them, they were unable to
stop Xiao Yan, who had the help of the Earth Demon Puppet. Currently, they needed to
find all means available to heal Chen Xian. Otherwise, the two of them would suffer the
fury of the Profound Xuan Sect leader when they returned.

“‘Regardless of what has happened, the most important thing right now is to obtain the
items that we have been tasked to find and pass this selection.” Cao Ying’s pretty eyes
paused on the skinny figure in the sky before she sweetly smiled. She said, “May | know
if mister Xiao Yan is interested? If everyone is together, we will be more confident in
defeating that fierce beast.”

The expression of Song Qing by the side changed when he heard Cao Ying open her
mouth to invite Xiao Yan. He softly said, “Currently, Xiao Yan has offended the
Profound Xuan Sect. If we invite him, it is likely that we will offend Chen Xian’s group.”

Cao Ying faintly smiled. She ignored Song Qing’s words as her pretty eyes stared at
Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept over the lovely body of this enchanting beauty. However, he
shook his head and said, “Thank you for the invitation Miss Cao Ying. However, | am
used to roaming around alone, and | do not like to form groups. Therefore, I'm sorry.”

Xiao Yan’s body had just moved after his voice sounded when he sensed an unusual
gaze sweeping over his body. Under this sweeping gaze, the pores all over Xiao Yan's
body felt an impulse to flee.

This change caused Xiao Yan’s heart to abruptly tremble. His eyes swept around the
area below without leaving a trace, but he managed to gain nothing from it...

“Could it be an illusion?”

Xiao Yan slightly frowned. He was just about to withdraw his roaming gaze when his
eyes suddenly narrowed!

The spot where Xiao Yan’s eyes had focused was on the edge of the hill. There was a
black-clothed man standing with his hands behind him. The corner of this man’s mouth
was slowly lifted into a strange smile after having sensed Xiao Yan’s gaze.

Xiao Yan’s eyes narrowed even more when the corner of that mouth revealed a strange
smile. This mysterious black-clothed person gave him a feeling of pressure. Such a
feeling was something that he had only sensed from some elite Dou Zuns...

“This Pill Gathering is indeed a place filled with hidden experts. It is unexpected that
there is such a powerful existence...”




Xiao Yan’s heart involuntarily sank when he sensed the great strength of this
mysterious, black-clothed person. With this fellow around, it would not be easy for him
to snatch away the champion spot.

While Xiao Yan was absent-minded because of the unusual, black-clothed man, Cao
Ying below had raised her eyebrows because of his rejection. She grit her teeth. This
fellow seemed to never give her any face...

Song Qing by the side sighed in relief at this moment. He hurriedly said, “Forget it. Ying-
er, since he doesn’t know what is good for him, you should also not use your good
intentions to meet his cold-self. When he ends up suffering a loss, he will naturally come
and beg us to cooperate...”

Cao Ying involuntarily curled her mouth after hearing Song Qing’s words. From the
abilities Xiao Yan had displayed earlier, there was hardly anyone present who could
surpass him. He might really be able to confidently obtain the task items by himself.

“The matter today shall end here. Goodbye.”

Xiao Yan ignored the conversation between the two. His eyes took a deep look at the
mysterious, black-clothed man. After which, he cupped his hands toward Cao Ying’s
group before turning around and leaving. Due to the black-clothed man, he did not wish
to stay in this place for long because he sensed a faint uneasiness from that person.

This kind of feeling was extremely, vague but it was just like a thorn that hung over Xiao
Yan’s heart. This caused him to involuntarily become more cautious.

Xiao Yan waved his hand after his words sounded, and he returned the Earth Demon
Puppet to his Storage Ring. After which, he rushed toward the Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range.

“Brat, do you wish to simply leave after injuring someone!”

That two Elders from the Profound Xuan Sect immediately became furious upon seeing
Xiao Yan turn to leave. They rose to the sky together and rushed toward Xiao Yan with
killing auras all over their bodies.

Xiao Yan ignored these two Profound Xuan Sect’s Elders, who were descended furious.
A silver glow flashed under his feet. After which, a thunderous roar resounded over the
hill. All one could see was a couple of afterimages in the sky. Xiao Yan'’s figure instantly
disappeared from the gazes of everyone on the hill.

The two Elders from the Profound Xuan Sect leaped in fury as they saw Xiao Yan
disappeared within the blink of an eye. They continued to utter various curses.




That black-clothed man at the edge of the hill watched the spot Xiao Yan had
disappeared to. The corner of his mouth was lifted into a strange smile. A soft mumble
was quietly released, accompanied by a dark chillness.

“Xiao Yan... you won't be able to escape...”
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Chapter 1168: Pill Spirit Serum

Xiao Yan left the hill where Cao Ying’s group was situated and flew toward the vast and
endless Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. After which, he moved back and
forth over the sky for a moment before finally rushing toward the interior of the vast
mountain range.

After rushing into the mountain range, the first thing that Xiao Yan sensed was the
dense energy within this mountain range. No wonder it was called Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range. With the natural energy of this place, it was not abnormal
for it to grow many natural treasures that were difficult to find in the outside world.

The continuous roars of Magical Beasts could be heard across this mountain range.
Perhaps it was because humans kept barging in recently but the roars seemed to have
contain additional violent killing intent. After being infected by the wild, violent seed
within this place, these Magical Beasts were far fiercer than those in the outside world.

Xiao Yan landed on a mountain top that appeared like a dagger. He knit his eyebrows
as he swept his eyes all over the place. By relying on his exceptional Spiritual
Perception, he could sense quite a number of unusually powerful auras in this mountain
range. Among these auras, the most terrifying one was in the north-eastern direction.

Xiao Yan’s eyes looked to the north-east. It was patrtially visible under the cover of the
energy fog. He slightly frowned as he talked to himself in a soft voice, “If | have guessed
correctly, the aura in the north-eastern direction should be the strongest within this
mountain range. It should be the ultimate beast of the Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range that Song Qing had mentioned...”

A Magical Beast with half a foot into the eighth rank. Such an existence was
exceptionally powerful. Even some elite Dou Zuns would be somewhat humbled if they
fought it. The fighting strength of a high rank Magical Beast was quite terrifying.

Moreover, a Magical Beast that could reach such a rank was definitely not an ordinary
beast. It might even possess the bloodline of a fierce beast from ancient times. If this
were the case, it would be many times more difficult to deal with. Magical Beasts with
the bloodline of a fierce beast from ancient times were similar to the strange clans of




humans that had been passed down since ancient times in that they possessed certain
unique qualities...

Xiao Yan had deeply probed around during his journey here. Although he had seen
quite a number of uncommon medicinal ingredients, he did not find one that truly
attracted him. This outcome did not match the name of this Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range.

“Earlier, Song Qing mentioned that the fierce beast had taken the many precious
treasures in this Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range into his cave. Now, all | can
do is head over there and take a look...” Xiao Yan’s eyes looked to the north-eastern
area as his face revealed an expression of deep thought. Since he had already entered
this Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range, he would need to clearly probe it. After
all, only this place possessed the items he had been tasked to find.

Xiao Yan did not hesitate after making up his mind. He identified the direction he
needed to head before lowering his body and flying toward the north-eastern direction.
There were many Magical Beasts in the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. If
they were to end up pestering him, it would slow down his speed even if they were not
too troublesome to deal with. Hence, Xiao Yan completely hid his aura along the way.
He would purposefully make a detour when he meet some stronger Magical Beasts.

Thus, Xiao Yan’s entire journey was quite smooth one. This continued for around two
hours or so before he finally entered the deepest parts of the Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range...

The deeper Xiao Yan ventured into the Ten Thousand Medicinal Range, the stronger
the aura of the Magical Beasts present. He had even met a powerful Magical Beast that
had reached rank 7 along the way. However, it was fortunate that Xiao Yan had been
prepared and had not been detected.

Xiao Yan carefully traveled for another ten plus minutes before he quietly landed in a
lush, green, giant tree. He raised his head. His eyes were grave as he looked at the
perilous mountain peak in front of him.

The size of this mountain peak was extremely vast. It appeared just like a pillar
supporting the sky as it inserted itself into the clouds. A rich energy fog covered the
middle parts of the mountain, causing one to have difficulty probing what was
happening within.

This mountain peak stood in the middle of the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain
Range. Although Xiao Yan was some distance away, he was still shocked by the rich
energy that seeped out of the mountain. If one were to train in such a place, one would
definitely be able to obtain twice the effect with half the effort. Unfortunately, the energy
of this place was mixed with a wild, violent seed. One needed to refine and remove this
seed during absorption in order to successfully merge the energy into one’s body...




Of course, the richness of the energy in this place was not what had caused Xiao Yan’s
face to appear grave. Instead, he had sensed at least three auras on this mountain that
had reached the rank 7 level... in other words, there were a total of three Dou Zong
class Magical Beasts on this mountain.

Moreover, other than these three fierce auras, Xiao Yan also sensed a concealed aura
with a monstrous fierceness vaguely seeping down from the mountain. Clearly, the
owner of this aura should be the leader of this mountain range, the ultimate fierce beast
that Song Qing had spoken of.

“It is indeed very strong... moreover from the fierceness that is seeping out of its aura, it
is clearly not a beast one should offend...”

Xiao Yan carefully withdrew his Spiritual Perception. He looked at the enormous
mountain peak before musing for a moment. After which, his toes pressed onto the
leaves, and his body quietly rushed into the mountains in a quiet fashion like a large
bird.

Xiao Yan suddenly sensed a vague probing aura sweep over his body while he was
rushing into the mountains. His heart tensed. His Spiritual Strength hurriedly surged out
and wrapped around his body...

Xiao Yan was using his invisible Spiritual Strength to hide himself. The probing aura
paused for a moment and returned to scan the area a couple of times before slowly
leaving.

Xiao Yan only sighed in relief within his heart when he sensed the probing aura become
distant. His body immediately moved, and it shot like an arrow that had been released
from the string of a bow. With a ‘swoosh’ sound, he rushed into the forest and quietly
leaped to the top of the mountain.

After flying over the forest for awhile, Xiao Yan was somewhat stunned to discover that
there were no traces of other Magical Beasts. It was likely due to those powerful auras.
It was not rare for a beast to occupy land and proclaim himself king within the Magical
Beast world.

Xiao Yan’s speed was significantly increased without the presence of other Magical
Beasts blocking him. When he was just about to reach the middle of the mountain, his
flashing figure suddenly paused. His body subsequently moved and appeared on a tree
branch. After which, he shut his eyes and inhaled a deep breath of the serene fragrance
that was slowly scattering in the air...

“This is... the scent of Pill Soul Serum?”

Xiao Yan suddenly opened his eyes after taking a deep sniff. Joy flashed across his
eyes. This Pill Soul Serum was one of the key medicinal ingredients he needed to mix




with the Core Soul Marrow. This thing was extremely rare. It was unexpected that he
was able to find it here. This Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range really lived up to
its reputation.

This kind of treasure was something that Xiao Yan needed the most. He would naturally
not give it up easily. His body immediately moved, and he quietly landed on the ground
like an agile monkey. After which, he flashed and hurried away.

Xiao Yan rushed in the direction where the serene fragrance originated from. Around a
couple of minutes later, he suddenly came to a stop. His eyes stared at the area in front
of him.

There was a stream in front of Xiao Yan. The source of the stream was a ten meter or
so large rock. That enormous rock was covered in green moss. At the center of the rock
was a hole. One could vaguely see a jade-green, viscous liquid within it. The serene
fragrance was being emitted from that spot.

“It is indeed Pill Soul Serum...”

The joy in Xiao Yan’s eyes became even more intense upon seeing what it was.
However, he did not recklessly charge out. He was aware that such a treasure would be
guarded by a Magical Beast. Those who could seize territory and become king was
definitely not be an ordinary character. If one was careless, it would be normal to fall in
the most unexpected place.

Xiao Yan’s eyes carefully swept around after shifting away from the hole in the rock. A
moment later, he was surprised to discover that there was not the slightest trace of any
Magical Beast.

Xiao Yan slightly knit his eyebrows. This matter was out of the ordinary. It was
impossible for other Magical Beasts to completely ignore a treasure like Pill Soul Serum.

“It is definitely hiding here...”

Xiao Yan licked his mouth. He contemplated where it could be for a moment before he
shifted his eyes. Suddenly, they paused on the lower part of the enormous rock. That
spot was the source of the stream. It was a deep pool that was around a hundred feet in
size.

The pool was extremely deep. One was unable to see its bottom with just a glance. The
pool was also extremely calm. There was not even the slightest ripple. Everything
appeared extremely silent and peaceful.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes narrowed as he looked at the deep pool. He was certain there was a
Magical Beast hidden within that deep pool. However, the ability of this Magical Beast to
conceal its aura was extremely great. He was unable to sense anything. However, the




thing that he found troublesome to deal with was the fact that he was unaware of just
what kind of Magical Beast it was. Hence, he was unable to find a solution at that
moment. This place was essentially the base camp of the Ten Thousand Medicinal
Mountain Range’s Magical Beast. If any accident were to occur, he would not be able to
endure the combined attacks of so many Magical Beasts regardless of how strong he
was...

“Huh?”

Xiao Yan hesitated when his gaze paused on some pale-blue-colored scales a short
distance away. The scales were around the size of a palm. They were covered with
many mysterious lines. The scales had randomly fallen around the place and some
extended into the deep pool.

A glint flashed across Xiao Yan'’s eyes. He curled his hand and a slight suction force
surged out. After which, he quietly sucked that scale into his palm.

The scale entered his hand and an cool feeling immediately appeared. Xiao Yan’s eyes
looked at it as he pondered...

After musing for a while, Xiao Yan’s eyes narrowed. He had roamed all over the place
during his training over the years. His experiences were many, and he had a clue as to
the origins of these mysterious scales.

“The scales are blue in color. The lines on it them are just like the shape of snakes.
Occasionally, a tiger pattern is mixed within it. If | have guessed correctly, the Magical
Beast protecting this Pill Soul Serum should be an extremely rare water affinity Magical
Beast, Mysterious Water Tiger Snake...”

Xiao Yan quietly sighed in relief in his heart after identifying the hidden Magical Beast.
This Magical Beast might be fierce, but he had a way to deal with it...
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Chapter 1169: Doping

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept around after he had identified the Magical Beast hiding in the
deep pool. After which, he quietly withdrew a couple of hundred meters. Next, he found
a spot where the wind was blowing in the direction of the deep pool. He took out a fruit
tree from his Storage Ring. This fruit tree was icy-blue in color. It was only around half a
foot in size and at its tip sat a fist-sized blue-colored fruit. The surrounding air became
much more moist when this fruit appeared. Surging water affinity energy rushed out like
water in a flood.




This fruit tree was called the Water Drunken Cloud Immortal Tree. The fruit on top of it
was called the Water Cloud Fruit. There was an extremely dense water affinity energy
within it. This fruit held a potent attraction to some water affinity Magical Beasts.
Moreover, the energy within it was vast, mighty, causing the fruit to possess a special
drunken liquid within it. The effect of this drunken liquid was fantastic. Even a tier 7
Magical Beast would become drunk and fall asleep after having swallowed it.

Xiao Yan needed the drunken liquid within this Water Cloud Fruit.

“Ugh, in order to obtain the Pill Soul Serum, | can only sacrifice this thing...” Xiao Yan
carefully buried the Water Drunken Cloud Immortal Tree under the ground. Moreover, in
order to achieve a lifelike look, he made sure the surrounding soil was the same. From
a distance, it seemed as though this thing had been growing here the entire time.

The spot where the tree was buried was some distance from the deep pool because
Xiao Yan was aware that the intelligence of a rank 7 Magical Beast was not weak. If
such a treasure were to suddenly appear beside it, it would definitely stir its doubt.
Although the distance was currently a little far, Xiao Yan was confident that the beast
would be lured out. The allure of the Water Cloud Fruit to a water affinity Magical Beast
was something that Xiao Yan had witnessed once.

After burying this Water Drunken Cloud Immortal Tree, Xiao Yan’s body moved and he
leaped into an enormous tree. His body was hidden in lush, green branches. His gaze

penetrated the gaps as he observed the calm deep pool from a distance. His aura was
completely withdrawn at this moment.

This patch of forest had also become unusually quiet following Xiao Yan'’s silence.
However, the deep pool not show the slightest response, not even a ripple on the
surface of the deep pool.

Xiao Yan did not reveal any anxious emotion despite the situation. After waiting for
nearly half an hour and finding that there was still no activity, Xiao Yan finally shut his
eyes slowly and recuperated. Today, he would squander time with this fellow...

Nearly three to four hours quietly passed after Xiao Yan shut his eyes. During this
period of time, the forest remained quiet. Not even the slightest Magical Beast roar
sounded. This quiet atmosphere caused one’s pores to open.

“Splash...”

Another hour passed. Suddenly, the sound of a slight wave of water appeared within
this quiet forest.

At this instant, Xiao Yan's eyes, which had been shut, were suddenly opened. He
instantly turned to in the direction the deep pool was located, only to find circular water
ripples were forming on the pool...




“Is it finally unable to endure any longer? Is it about to come out...”

Xiao Yan smiled quietly in his heart when he saw this. His heart contained some
excitement. With his strength, it was not difficult for him to deal with the Mysterious
Water Tiger Snake. However, this current location was not suitable for a big battle. After
all, if some other Magical Beasts were attracted by it, things would likely become bad for
him.

A powerful aura began to gradually appear within Xiao Yan’s Spiritual Perception,
following the increasing number of ripples on the surface of the deep pool.

“Itis indeed a rank 7 Mysterious Water Tiger Snake...” Xiao Yan lifted his brows upon
sensing the aura.

“Splash...”

A black figure suddenly got out of the pool not long after the aura appeared. It brought
about a wave of foam created by the splashing water.

This black figure was quite short. It was merely two meters or so in length. Its body was
covered in blue-colored scales, and the lines on the scales appeared just like a tiger
pattern. At a glance, it emitted a fierce aura. Its savage, large mouth revealed a cold
glint. A pair of concentrated snake eyes swept all around.

Xiao Yan slightly nodded when he saw the Mysterious Water Tiger Snake appear. It
might appear quite small, but if it were to enter combat mode, it was likely that it would
swell to a hundred meters in size. At that time, just a swing of its tail might send the
entire mountain flying.

For some unknown reason, the Mysterious Water Tiger Snake that had appeared did
not take a human form. Its dozens of long tentacles continued swung about. A moment
later, its eyes turned to the interior of the forest where Xiao Yan had buried the Water
Drunken Cloud Immortal Tree.

This Mysterious Water Tiger Snake was obviously extremely cautious. Even though it
had sniffed a scent that it found difficult to resisting, it still did not appear anxious. After
hesitating in front of the deep pool, it suddenly widened its large mouth, and a blue light
was spat from its mouth. After which, it transformed into a circular energy barrier that
wrapped around the Pill Soul Serum and the large stone.

Only after placing this layer of defense did it swing its tail. Its body rushed through the
air as it quickly hurried to the forest.

Surprise flashed across Xiao Yan'’s eyes when he saw that this fellow was this cautious.
It was indeed worthy of being a rank 7 Magical Beast. This intelligence was much higher
than an ordinary Magical Beast.




The Mysterious Water Tiger Snake rushed into the forest. It sniffed for that serene
fragrance and roamed for quite a while before finding the Water Drunken Cloud
Immortal Tree that Xiao Yan had planted in a somewhat remote location.

A human-like wild joy flashed across its snake eyes when it saw this Cloud Immortal
Tree. Against Xiao Yan'’s expectations, it did not act immediately. Instead, it swung its
tail. A pale-blue water curtain swiftly spread out in circular shape with it being the center

Xiao Yan'’s heart was slightly startled when he saw this tactic of the Mysterious Water
Tiger Snake. A thought passed through his heart, and his Spiritual Strength suddenly
surged out. After which, this Spiritual Strength completely surrounded his body...

The water curtain rippled over Xiao Yan just as his Spiritual Strength had completely
wrapped around him. Fortunately, it did not stir any other activity.

The water curtain spread for nearly a hundred meters before it slowly came to a stop.
After which, it suddenly turned into some mist and scattered.

The Mysterious Water Tiger Snake finally relaxed after having surveyed the area. It
widened its large mouth and another water curtain shot out, encircling the Cloud
Immortal Tree within it. After which, it absorbed the tree into its ferocious, large mouth.
With a swing of its tail, it anxiously flew back to the deep pool.

Xiao Yan quietly laughed while he hid between the tree branches when he saw this
fellow had finally ate the fruit. His finger slightly moved without leaving a trace

Xiao Yan'’s finger had just moved when the Water Cloud Fruit, that had been wrapped
by the water curtain, suddenly split apart. Wave after wave of a fluid slowly flowed out
and dripped down...

The sudden split of the Water Cloud Fruit attracted the attention of the Mysterious
Water Tiger Snake. It immediately became startled. After which, it suddenly seemed to
have understood something. A bright-blue glow abruptly surged out of its body.

“Bang!”

The glow had just appeared when it came to a sudden stop. At the same time, the body
of the Mysterious Water Tiger Dragon suddenly landed on the ground. A dense, serene
fragrance, hinting at a drunken feeling, seeped out of its body.

“Swoosh!”

Xiao Yan knew the Water Cloud Fruit had taken effect the moment the Mysterious
Water Tiger Snake landed on the ground. His body moved, and he rushed down from
the tall tree like lightning. He appeared on the enormous stone within a couple of
flashes. After which, he let out a violent punch and broke the curtain of. After which, he




curled his hand and the flame agglomerated into a thorn shape that pierced the large
rock. Next, he forcefully excavated that hole.

Xiao Yan took out a cold jade box from his Storage Ring after excavating the large rock.
He carefully placed this rock, containing the Pill Soul Serum, into it. After which, he
flicked his hand and returned it to his Storage Ring. His body moved without hesitation,
and he rushed into the distant forest at a low altitude. Within a few leaps, his body had
already disappeared...

Although the effect of the Water Cloud Fruit was extremely strong, it was unable to last
for long. With the strength of the Mysterious Water Tiger Snake, it was likely that it
would wake up in two to three minutes. If he left too late, the infuriated Mysterious
Water Tiger Snake would definitely give chase.

This prediction of Xiao Yan proved to be correct. Soon after he had fled from the deep
pool, a furious roar resounded over the mountain in an earth-shaking manner. Xiao Yan
was still able to hear that mountain-shaking sound from a great distance. Clearly, the
Mysterious Water Tiger Snake was unleashing its fury.

Xiao Yan secretly laughed when he heard this roar. After which, he increased his speed
and hurriedly left this dangerous place.

There was grand hall built with large rocks standing on the top of the mountain that
appeared just like a sky-supporting pillar. Two enormous beasts were guarding the
large hall. Two fierce auras were seeping out of the bodies of these two large beasts.
From the looks of it, they were even stronger than the Mysterious Water Tiger Snake.
“Grandaunt, have you eaten enough?”

TL: This grandaunt is referring to a woman who is extremely difficult to serve

An angry roar that contained great heartache was suddenly emitted from within the
large hall. The two Magical Beasts at the entrance of the hall raised their eyes when
they heard this roar. Immediately, they lowered their heads and acted as though they
had not heard anything.

In the deepest part of the enormous stone hall was an extremely wide field. At this
moment, the field was piled with a countless number of medicinal ingredients neatly
ordered. If Xiao Yan and the others were to come to this place, they would immediately
become stunned. Anyone of these ingredients could attract the desire of many
alchemists if they were taken to the outside world. However, they were as common as
cabbage in this place...

There was a large, burly-looking man among these many natural treasures. The large
man randomly stood, but he gave one a heavy mountain-like feeling and could not be
underestimated.




However, this large man, who appeared to be an extraordinary being, was looking at the
middle of the field with the desire to cry at this moment. A lovely little figure had grabbed
what seemed like an unusually rare medicinal ingredient. After which, she stuffed it into
her little mouth in an unceremonious manner. The clear chewing sound caused the
large man’s heart to feel a bleeding pain.

“What are you howling for. Once | have eaten until I'm full and found the person | am
looking for, | will naturally bring you out of this place. Relax, isn'’t it just breaking open
space. That is what | specialize in...”

That little figure muttered as she ate. It seemed that she was extremely dissatisfied with
the heartache the large man felt.
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Chapter 1170: Massacre

Due to him being afraid that the Mysterious Water Tiger Snake would give chase, Xiao
Yan had rushed away wildly after having hid his aura. Only then did he gradually slowed
down. He looked all around him. Currently, he was near the middle of the mountain. The
area higher above was covered in a dense fog of energy. Moreover, Xiao Yan was also
able to sense some extremely powerful auras within these dense fog. It would be
extremely troublesome if these auras were to pester him.

“Now, all | can do is quietly climb to the top of the mountain and try to see if | am able to
steal the task items that | need. With my strength alone, it might be a little difficult to
forcefully snatch them...” Xiao Yan stood on a giant tree. He overlooked a partially
visible mountain top as he mused to himself.

Xiao Yan ceased hesitating after having made up his mind. He was just about to move
when a thought suddenly passed through his mind. His eyes suddenly slid to the bottom
of the mountain. An extremely intense energy ripple suddenly erupted from that spot.
This kind of ripple was not that of an ordinary energy fluctuation. Instead, it was a ripple
that was sparked by a Dou Qi battle.

Xiao Yan involuntarily knit his eyebrows when he sensed this kind of fluctuation. If he
could sense it, the fierce beasts would definitely be able to sense it. Thus, it would
certainly end up attracting some of their attention.

Xiao Yan attentively listened for a moment and was vaguely able to hear some slight
human noise. He was immediately startled.

“Could it be Cao Ying’s group?”




Xiao Yan knit his brows as he mused for a moment. He suddenly turned his body
around and quietly rushed to the source of the energy ripple. It was not that he wished
to rescue Cao Ying’s group. Instead, it was because the activity their group had created
would definitely attract the attention of some high rank Magical Beast. He could perhaps
be able to hide by their side. Once he discovered signs of those fierce beasts revealing
themselves, he would be able to slip away, taking the opportunity to steal the medicinal
ingredients within the cave at the top of the mountain.

Xiao Yan'’s body flashed across the forest like a gust of wind while this thought flashed
across his heart. Around a couple of minutes later, his body suddenly leaped forward,
and he entered the top of a tree that was covered with lush, green leaves. His eyes
looked through the gap between the leaves.

A concave basin appeared where his sight could reach. At this moment, there were
nearly a hundred people clustered within this basin. His gaze swept over them, and he
did indeed see a couple of familiar figures. They were clearly Cao Ying’s group.

“The space here...”

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept over it before suddenly focusing on the space around it. His
eyes picked up on a distortion around them.

“Spiritual Barrier!”

Xiao Yan’s heart suddenly turned cold upon seeing this. He had seen this thing before.
That so-called Old Ying Gu had used this thing that night, causing the Little Fairy Doctor
and the rest to be unable to discover his invasion.

“It seems that something is wrong...”

Xiao Yan’s heart had sunk upon seeing this Spiritual Barrier. From the looks of it, it
seemed someone was preparing to attack Cao Ying’'s group. Moreover, the person who
was attacking them possessed an extremely terrifying strength. This Spiritual Barrier
was not something an ordinary expert would be able to construct.

“Is it that black-clothed man?”

Xiao Yan’s heart suddenly moved while he was deep in thought. His gaze turned to that
concave basin with the speed of lightning. He did indeed see a black-colored figure
among the group.

“This fellow... is really ruthless. He is thinking of finishing off all these people. Song
Qing and Cao Ying are people with the potential to fight for the champion spot in this
Gathering. If these two people are killed...” This thought flew within Xiao Yan’s heart as
shock involuntarily surfaced within his eyes. This black-clothed man was really vicious.




“‘Mister, what do you mean by this? Are you planning on attacking all of us here?”
Nearly a hundred figures were surrounding the black figure within this basin. Song Qing
was currently staring at the black-clothed man with a furious expression as he asked in
a deep voice. This person had suddenly launched an attack when they headed over to
this place earlier. Within a blink of an eye, over a dozen alchemists had perished to his
hands. If not for Song Qing’s quick reaction, it was likely that he would have also died to
the hands of this person after being caught off-guard.

Cao Ying, with her enchanting figure, was beside Song Qing. However, the current her
was staring at the black-clothed man with a somewhat grave expression in her pretty
eyes. With her powerful Spiritual Perception that far exceeded that of others, she was
able to sense that the black-clothed man in front of them possessed an extremely
terrifying strength!

“Two young geniuses of the Pill Tower. Ha ha, this reputation is indeed wonderful.
However, | can only use such tactics for the champion spot...” A trace of a strange
smile continued to hang on the black-clothed man’s face as he spoke despite having
been surrounded by so many people.

“‘May | know who this senior is? Aren’t you afraid that the Pill Tower will pursue this
matter if you kill us here?” Cao Ying’s pretty eyes stared at the black-clothed man
before she suddenly asked.

“Ke ke, everyone here will die. Therefore, the Pill Tower will not be aware of it...” The
black-clothed man laughed as he looked at Cao Ying. He appeared just like a cat
playing with a mouse.

The numerous alchemists around suddenly became furious upon hearing his words. All
of them unceremoniously drew their weapons. Their eyes revealed a fierce glint as they
stared at the black-clothed man.

“Aren’t you a little too arrogant! There are so many of us here, do you think that we are
afraid of you?” Song Qing furiously cried out.

The strange smile on the black-clothed man’s face suddenly spread upon hearing this.

Ah! Ah!
“Be careful, someone has laid an ambush!”

Before the strange smile on the black-clothed man’s face had completely spread, the
many alchemists who had surrounded him suddenly emitted miserable screeches. Over
a dozen drops of blood-dripping human heads soared into the sky with bright-red pillars
of blood.




This sudden, unexpected change had caused Song Qing and the hidden Xiao Yan to be
shocked. Their gazes hurriedly looked over, only to see over a dozen figures with sharp
killing intent. That unusually powerful aura caused the expressions of everyone to
change.

Within less than a minute, fresh blood had dyed this lush, green ground into a blood-red
color. The many alchemists who had been alive earlier were now dead ghosts. Their
eyes were all wide open. They were all filled with shock and resignation. Even in death,
they were unable to clearly see just who had attacked them.

“Bang! Bang!”

Cao Ying’s and Song Qing’s group was greatly shocked by this unexpected change.
Immediately, Dou Qi hurriedly surged out of their bodies and blocked those sharp
figures that had come charging at them.

“These fellows were hiding in the crowd!”

Xiao Yan looked at the massacre that had suddenly occurred from within the forest. His
expression slightly changed. He had been unable to discover these hidden fellows from
the beginning. Moreover, from the looks of it, it seemed that they were actually of the
same gang as that black-clothed man.

“Just who are these people. They really dare to attack people from the Pill Tower...”

There were finally some people in the basin who were unable to endure any longer in
the face of this sudden killing of the dozen plus wolf-and-tiger-like figures. They
hurriedly took their spatial rocks out of their Storage Ring and quickly shattered them.
Space became distorted, and they were about to flee.

“| have said... no one here can leave.”

That black-clothed man, who had not attacked, smiled when he saw them try to escape.
He gently waved his sleeves and an invisible spatial ripple spread out. After which, it
solidified the people who were about to flee from the Pill Realm. Next, he clenched his
hand and the surrounding space was suddenly suppressed. He forcefully pinched those
alchemists into clusters of blurry blood and flesh.

“Distorting space... this fellow is indeed an elite Dou Zun!”

Xiao Yan’s eyes shrank when he saw this black-clothed man intervening.

The alchemists in the battleground, who had lost their final tactic, began to retaliate with
all their might. However, the strength of the dozen plus black-colored figures far
surpassed them. Other than a couple of people who could struggle against them, most
of the remaining people suffered a miserable death.




The massacre continued for around ten minutes or so. Less than ten of the hundred
alchemist remained. Song Qing, Cao Ying, and the two Elders of the Profound Xuan
Sect carrying Chen Xian were among them.

“A useless struggle...”

The strength of those who remained were at the Dou Zong class. Hence, the dozen plus
black figures had difficulty eating at them when they clustered together. All the black
figures could do was surround them. However, from the looks of it, breaking through the
defenses of Cao Ying's group was merely a matter of time.

Song Qing’s expression was ugly as he looked at the surrounding black robed people
with an extremely dense killing aura. His face was volatile. He could sense a deathly
aura from the bodies of these people.

“Does senior intend to kill all of us?”

Cao Ying, who usually wore an enchanting smile on her face, currently had a green
expression. She had been special since she was young. There had been a countless
number of guards around her. She had hardly seen such a bloody battlefield.

“Ke ke, | am quite interested in your soul. If you are allowed to grow, it is likely that you
will really be able to become the next giant head of the Pill Tower. Unfortunately...” The
black-clothed man laughed as he stared at Cao Ying. He licked his lips as though he
was looking at his prey.

Cao Ying’s face was ice-cold. She was aware that this person was determined to
eliminate them. However... even though the other party was strong, it was likely
impossible for the them to kill her in this place without paying some price!

She definitely possessed some trump cards in order to become the person the Pill
Tower thought most highly of.

The black-clothed man ignored Cao Ying’s expression. His gaze glanced at the couple
of people still resisting. After which, he slowly took a step forward. Just when he had
taken a third step, his body suddenly trembled. His cold eyes shot to the large tree
where Xiao Yan was hidden.

Xiao Yan quietly cried out “this is bad” within his heart when the black-clothed man
paused his footsteps. This person’s Spiritual Perception was too strong!

“Come out!”

Before Xiao Yan could withdraw after quietly crying out in his heart, a terrifying suction
force surged out. The surrounding large trees shattered into dust in the next instant.
Xiao Yan’s figure was pulled forward by over a dozen meters. Only then did he




forcefully stabilize his body. However, the current him had already landed in the interior
of the Spatial Barrier.
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Chapter 1171: Join Hands

The human figure that had suddenly been pulled forcefully from the forest caused Cao
Ying’s group to be shocked. However, they finally sighed in relief after seeing his face.
The eyes of Song Qing revealed a gloating expression that was difficult to detect...

“Ke ke, Xiao Yan... tsk tsk, | had yet to go look for you, but instead you have delivered
yourself to me...”

That black-clothed man was startled when he saw that the hidden figure was Xiao Yan.
His face was immediately lifted into a strange smile as he laughed.

Xiao Yan’s eyes were staring intently at the foreign black-clothed man. From the other
party’s tone, it appeared that the man was acquainted with him. However, Xiao Yan was
unable to recall ever meeting this person. He had not met many Dou Zun class experts,
but all of them had left behind an extremely deep impression. Only this person in front of
him caused him to feel a sense of unfamiliarity.

“Expert, may | know who are you? Xiao Yan does not seem to be acquainted with
you...” Xiao Yan spoke in a deep voice as he cupped his hands to the black-clothed
man.

“If we are not acquainted then so be it...” The black-clothed man smiled. After which, he
randomly said, “In any case no one here will be able to escape. That includes you...”

Xiao Yan narrowed his eyes. He could sense this black-clothed man’s desire to Kill.
Clearly, it would likely not be too relaxing if he wanted to safely escape today.

Xiao Yan’s feet stepped into empty air. After which, he slowly stepped back. With a
flash, he rushed beside Cao Ying’s group. Currently, it was not the time to act
courageous. The surrounding dozen plus black-clothed men were extremely powerful.
Base on Xiao Yan’s estimation with his eyes, it was likely that there were six to seven
Dou Zong class experts. This lineup was quite strong even in the Central Plains region.
It was unexpected that they would appear here at the same time.

Other than the two Elders from the Profound Xuan Sect, who revealed a fierce glint in
their eyes, the remaining people felt alright about Xiao Yan suddenly being pulled over.




At this time, an additional person meant that they had gained an additional chance to
escape. They had clearly withessed Xiao Yan’s strength on the hill today.

“What should we do?”
Cao Ying’s pretty eyes glanced at Xiao Yan as she softly asked.

“What can we do? That fellow is an elite Dou Zun. All of you should think of your own
way to escape.” Xlao Yan helplessly replied.

“How will we flee? That fellow will block us even if we use the spatial stone.” Song Qing
frowned and demanded.

Xiao Yan spread his hands. He was too lazy to argue with him. In any case, if anything
were to really go wrong, he would unleash the Extermination Fire Lotus to escape. As
for Cao Ying and the others, he did not possess the energy...

‘I am able to break this Spiritual Barrier. However, if | attack the barrier, that fellow will
definitely intervene. Therefore, | will need some time.” Cao Ying gently clenched her
silver teeth. Her pretty eyes were staring at Xiao Yan in an unblinking manner. She
knew that if one were to talk about fighting with others, it was likely that the one with the
greatest fighting ability here was Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan raised his eyebrows upon hearing her words. He was a little surprised as he

looked at Cao Ying. She was indeed worthy of the nickname witch. She was confident

she could to break the Spiritual Barrier that an elite Dou Zun had established. This was
really a little extraordinary.

“We are able to block these black-clothed people, but that fellow...” A middle-aged man
with blood adhering to his face hesitated for a moment before bitterly laughing.

Xiao Yan glanced at him. By being able to endure until now, it was sufficient evidence
that he was not an ordinary character. Of course, those who could enter this Pill Realm
all possessed some skill. Whether one was stronger or weaker would be determined by
who possessed more skKills...

“How long do you need?”

Xiao Yan did not have the time to think more at this moment. A thought passed through
his mind, and he swiftly asked after an instant.

“Three minutes!” Cao Ying quickly replied.
Xiao Yan was quiet for a moment. After which, he slowly nodded in front of everyone’s

anxious eyes. Although the other party was an elite Dou Zun, Xiao Yan still had the
confidence to block him for three minutes.




Everyone sighed in relief when they saw Xiao Yan nod his head. A couple of people
threw some gazes of gratitude to Xiao Yan. All of them clearly understood that
exchanging blows with the black-clothed man was the most dangerous thing. However,
only Xiao Yan barely possessed that kind of ability within this group of theirs. Even the
two Elders from the Profound Xuan Sect did not say much at this moment. Although
they had the strength of nine star Dou Zongs, there was still a great gap between them
and the Dou Zun class. It was likely that they would end up in a terrible situation should
they exchange blows with him.

“Thank you very much...”

Cao Ying softly thanked Xiao Yan. After which, his toes gently pressed on the ground.
Her delicate figure flew backwards. Just when her delicate figure was rushing
backwards, her black hair, usually restrained by a ribbon, suddenly scattered. At this
instant, an unusually majestic spiritual pressure slowly spread from between Cao Ying’s
eyebrows.

“Attack!”

Song Qing let out a stern cry just as Cao Ying rushed back. Majestic Dou Qi
immediately surged out of his body. After which, he rushed toward the surrounding
black-clothed men, firmly pestering them in the process.

Xiao Yan quietly felt shocked within his heart as he sensed the mighty Spiritual Strength
that spread from between Cao Ying’s eyebrows. This woman was indeed not simple. If
one were to discuss the strength of a person’s Spiritual Strength, Cao Ying would
definitely be the strongest one among those of similar age that Xiao Yan had met all
these years. It seemed the reason she had been bestowed the nickname witch was not
entirely because of her bewitching appearance. If she were given sufficient time to
grow, it was likely that her future would be limitless. At that time, even this mysterious,
black-clothed Dou Zun would not be her match...

Song Qing’s group intervened and blocked that dozen over black clothed individuals. At
the same time, Xiao Yan dared to slight his task. His body moved and he appeared a
short distance in front of the black clothed man. His expression was solemn as he
looked at the other party. Jade green flame slowly surged out from within his body.

“You are thinking of blocking this venerable self with your strength?”

The black-clothed man’s eyes were cold as they stared at Xiao Yan. After which, he
swiftly glanced to the side of the spiritual barrier. Cao Ying frowned as she began to use
her tactics to undo the barrier. The black-clothed man immediately let out a cold snort
as he randomly waved his sleeves. The space around Xiao Yan solidified with lightning-
like speed. After which, it appeared just like a prison that firmly locked him in.




Xiao Yan'’s expression changed slightly when he sensed the heaviness of the
surrounding solidified space. An elite Dou Zun was indeed a freak. They were able to
turn empty space into a prison with the raise of their hands. Moreover, this prison was
so firm that it could not be broken.

“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, first change!”
“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, second change!”

Fortunately, Xiao Yan was not an ordinary person. His heart clearly understood just how
troublesome it was to deal with an elite Dou Zun. He did not dare to hold back as he
unleashed the Skyfire Three Mysterious Change to the second change. The Dou Qi
within his body soared. Only then did it forcefully shatter the surrounding solidified
space. After which, Xiao Yan flashed and once again blocked the route of the black-
clothed man.

“The Skyfire Three Mysterious Change of the Burning Flame Valley?”

Surprise also flashed across the eyes of the black-clothed man when he saw Xiao Yan'’s
strength suddenly soar. His feet immediately stomped on the empty air. After which, his
body appeared to have teleported as it appeared in front of Xiao Yan. An ordinary palm
flew out and smashed toward Xiao Yan’s chest.

Xiao Yan'’s expression had become extremely solemn upon facing this gentle palm from
the black-clothed man. The other party’s palm had locked onto the space around his
body, causing him to have no ability to dodge.

Since he could not dodge, the only thing he could do was forcefully receive the attack.
Xiao Yan immediately clenched his teeth. His hand gently shook in a strange manner. A
wave of an extremely strong hidden force erupted.

“Octane blast!”

The hidden force was transferred over Xiao Yan’s bones. After which, it left his body
and poured into the black-clothed man’s palm. However, this merely caused the his
palm to slightly pause.

“Open Mountain Seal!”

“Sea Flipping Seal!”

The hand seals changed in a lightning-like fashion. Immediately, two bright energy
handprints erupted from Xiao Yan’s hand. They heavily smashed into the black-clothed
man’s palm, causing his palm wind to gradually weaken.

“‘Hmph!”




The black-clothed man appeared to be extremely displeased at Xiao Yan’s
stubbornness. An impatience finally flashed across his eyes. The surrounding Spiritual
Barrier also became more pale while it was being undone by Cao Ying.

A wave of a strange, hot energy suddenly surged out of the body of the black-clothed
man after the cold snort sounded. Subsequently, it agglomerated into a deep-blue,
strange crystal layer on his arm. Looking from a great distance, it appeared as though it
was a blue-coloured crystal hand.

A dangerous feeling surged into Xiao Yan’s heart when that strange crystal layer
appeared. His finger was flicked as a reflex action. A silver glow flashed in front of him
and the Earth Demon Puppet appeared.

The Earth Demon Puppet had just appeared when the space in front of Xiao Yan
became distorted. Immediately a hand that was covered by deep-blue crystals
penetrated the empty space. After which, it heavily landed on the chest of the Earth
Demon Puppet. Immediately, an unusually ear-piercing sound appeared.

After the punch landed, that incomparably tough chest of the Earth Demon Puppet
formed a dent that was nearly half an inch deep. Its skin cracked apatrt, revealing the
silver-colored interior of its body!

The terrifying force sent the Earth Demon Puppet flying backwards after shattering its
chest. Xiao Yan was also subsequently affected by it. A portion of the strength was
transmitted to his body, causing his expression to turn a little pale. His feet pressed
against empty air as he hurriedly retreated.

“This fellow, what terrifying strength...”

Shock rose within Xiao Yan’s heart as he withdrew in a miserable manner. If the Earth
Demon Puppet did not feel even the slightest pain, it was likely that this punch would
have taken its life. It was difficult to imagine just what kind of injury Xiao Yan would have
suffered if that punch, which had shot through the air, had landed on him.

“Is this the strength of an elite Dou Zun...”

Xiao Yan glanced at the chest of the Earth Demon Puppet, which appeared to have
completely collapsed. His eyes involuntarily shrank as he did so.

“Clang!”

A slight cracking sound suddenly appeared in the air while Xiao Yan was stabilizing his
body.




“Hurry and leave. The spiritual barrier is broken!”

Cao Ying’s lovely voice was transmitted into everyone’s ears the instant after the noise
spread.

Xiao Yan’s reaction was extremely swift when he heard her words. He had just
stabilized his body when he turned around without hesitation. The silver glow under his
feet flashed, and he transformed into an afterimage that rushed toward the forest at the
speed of lightning...
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Chapter 1172: Fleeing For One’s Life

Xiao Yan’s reaction was swift and the reactions of the others were also quite quick. Just
when Xiao Yan had turned around and left, Song Qing and the rest had also
immediately escaped the battleground. After which, they used all their strength to rush
explosively to the forest!

“Swoosh!”

Cao Ying was at the front of everyone fleeing. Moreover, she was the first to escape the
moment the spatial barrier broke. However, a couple of breaths’ time after she had cried
out, a figure flashed over from behind her. Within the blink of an eye, that figure had
overtaken her. Her pretty eyes swept over to see who it was. Who else could this figure
be other than Xiao Yan?

Those who were fleeing were not fools. They did not flee in the same direction. Instead,
their eyes glanced at each other before they began rushing in all directions. Within a
couple of flashes, they had fled into the vast forest.

“Chase, do not let anyone of them off!”

The black-clothed man was shocked since the spatial barrier had been broken quickly
by Cao Ying. He hurriedly recovered and cried out in a dense voice.

“Understood!”

The dozen plus black-clothed man hurriedly acknowledged after hearing the order of the
black-clothed man. After which, they began to scatter in an orderly manner, giving
chase to the fleeing individuals as they did so.

‘I want to see just how long you can struggle!”




The black-clothed man’s cold eyes shot in the direction Xiao Yan and Cao Ying had
disappeared. He immediately let out a cold laugh as his body shook. The surrounding
space slowly wiggled and his body disappeared in a strange manner.

Two figures rushed away like agile monkeys within this lush, green forest. The speed of
these two was as quick as lightning. Their bodies flashed between the forest and
disappeared.

“Chi!”

Two people rushed out without turning their heads around. Suddenly a ripple appeared
from the trees beside them. A figure immediately appeared from within.

The sudden appearance of this figure startled Xiao Yan and Cao Ying. Their gazes
hurriedly swept over and found that it was Song Qing.

Joy flashed across Song Qing’s face when he saw the two of them. His feet stepped
through the empty air as he rushed over and said, “Quick leave, there are some black-
clothed people blocking that direction...”

He knew that these words were useless after speaking them because Xiao Yan and
Cao Ying did not reduced their speed even a little. Instead, their bodies flashed and
their speed significantly increased.

Song Qing’s face twitched when he saw this. However, he did not have time to say
anything else at the moment. He unleashed his speed to the maximum and hurriedly
followed.

The three of them wildly fled within the sea of trees. Their target was the top of the
mountain. If they wanted to shake off the black-clothed Dou Zun, they would have to
attract something that he was afraid of. The only one who could contend against this
black-clothed Dou Zun was likely the ultimate beast at the top of it.

The three figures rushed over the forest like a wild gale, causing the withered leaves on
the ground to dance...

Xiao Yan’s expression was solemn. A bright silver glow continuously appeared. His
flashing figure would occasionally leave some afterimages in the air that would slowly
scatter.

“Creak!”

Xiao Yan'’s feet had just landed on a large tree when he curled his knee. He was just
about to borrow the strength to shoot explosively forward when his expression suddenly
changed. His foot curled in a strange arc and his body shot backwards instead!




Soon after Xiao Yan’s figure pulled back, the space a short distance from where his foot
had landed suddenly distorted. A black figure immediately appeared in front of the three
of them from nowhere. His cold eyes caused the hearts of Xiao Yan'’s group to sink.

“Your speed is quite quick. Unfortunately, it is still insufficient to shake off this venerable
self.” The black-clothed man appeared and glanced at Xiao Yan trio before laughing.

A cold glint flashed in Xiao Yan’s eyes when he saw this. This fellow was indeed
troublesome to deal with.

“Do not waste the time of this venerable self...” The black-clothed man appeared to
have gradually lost his patience. His eyes suddenly turned dark and chilly. He curled his
hand and a deep-blue crystal layer surged out of his body. After which, it formed an
energy crystal hand claw.

The claw had just been formed when the black-clothed man waved his sleeves. The
crystal claw disappeared into nowhere!

“Be careful!”

Xiao Yan'’s heart trembled when he saw the crystal claw disappear, so he hurriedly cried
out a warning. After having exchanged blows with this black-clothed man earlier, Xiao
Yan was aware of just how terrifying that deep-blue crystal layer was.

Xiao Yan trio had separated into three directions after the cry sounded. They pulled
back with lightning-like speed at the same time.

The space in front of Cao Ying suddenly formed an intense ripple while the three of
them were withdrawing. Immediately, the crystal claw forcefully penetrated space and
grabbed at her in a ruthless manner. From the looks of it, that black-clothed Dou Zun
was planning on attacking Cao Ying first.

When the hand claw came grabbing over, Cao Ying was a little shocked to discover that
the surrounding space had been forcefully solidified!

Her figure was no longer able to move under this solidified space! Hence, she could
only watch as the large crystal beast reached over.

Xiao Yan and Song Qing had also sensed Cao Ying suddenly descend into a
dangerous situation. Their expressions changed. The eyes of that Song Qing slightly
flickered. An instant later, he violently grit his teeth as his feet pressed on a tree branch.
His body fled into the forest with lightning-like speed and disappeared in the blink of an
eye.




Xiao Yan knit his brows when he saw Song Qing abandon Cao Ying to flee by himself.
He looked at Cao Ying, who was bitterly enduring while clenching her silver teeth. All he
could do was let out a quiet sigh. Song Qing might be able to do such a shameless
thing, but he, Xiao Yan, was really unable to...

After sighing in his heart again, Xiao Yan flicked his finger. A silver-colored figure
rushed out of his Storage Ring. After which, it swiftly appeared in front of Cao Ying,
using its body to block her.

“Crack!”

The Earth Demon Puppet had just appeared when that energy crystal hand violently
grabbed it. One could only see its incomparably strong body immediately form
numerous crack lines. There was even the low, deep sound of flesh exploding.

“Go!”

Xiao Yan immediately cried out sternly after having used the Earth Demon Puppet to
help Cao Ying block the attack.

This sudden helping hand had startled Cao Ying. Her pretty eyes immediately looked at
Xiao Yan in a deep manner. Her red lips were gently widened. A slight sound was
transmitted to Xiao Yan’s ears, “Thank you.”

Cao Ying also understood what kind of a situation it was after the words sounded. She
did not stay for long. Her delicate body moved, and she swiftly rushed into the forest.

Xiao Yan beckoned with his hand after Cao Ying turned around and rushed into the
forest. He hurriedly pulled the Earth Demon Puppet, that had nearly been turned to
scraps, back into his Storage Ring. A silver glow flickered under his feet. After which, he
unleashed the Three Thousand Lightning Movement to its limit. He was accompanied
by a series of afterimages as he rushed into the dense forest in another direction.

The expression of the black-clothed Dou Zun finally turned dark when he saw his attack
was once again without any gains. His cold eyes swept over the directions where the
three people had fled. They immediately paused on the spot where Xiao Yan left from.

“Since you love to rescue others, this venerable self shall see just who will come to
rescue you this time around?”

A dense voice was emitted from the black-clothed Dou Zun’s mouth. After which, his
body shook, and he once again disappeared in a strange manner. From the looks of it,
Xiao Yan’s interventions had truly angered him.




Xiao Yan’s figure rushed through the forest in a lightning-like manner. His expression
was currently dark and solemn. Although there was no black-clothed Dou Zun figure
behind him, he could vaguely feel that he was being locked onto by that fellow.

Clearly, that person had chosen Xiao Yan among the trio.

“Bastard. If you really force me to that extent, | will let you pay a bloody price even if |
have to go all out to the point of being seriously injured!”

Xiao Yan’s figure had continued to wildly charge for a distance, but that locked on
feeling did not weaken. Instead, it became even more intense. Immediately, a fierce
glint flashed across Xiao Yan’s eyes. Although the other party was an elite Dou Zun, it
was impossible for him to bite Xiao Yan’s tough bones if this Dou Zun did not possess a
good set of teeth!

After this thought flashed across Xiao Yan’s heart, his speed increased. In the end, Xiao
Yan only able to see a blurry black line rush through the air of the forest. However, he
was unable to see any of it while it wildly rushed past...

Xiao Yan'’s foot stepped on empty air. He looked through the gaps in the forest as he
looked at the top of the mountain, which was approaching...

“Chi!”

Xiao Yan’s eyes suddenly shrank soon after a sigh was released within his heart. His
feet stomped on empty air, and his body was forcefully stopped. His eyes were filled
with a deep darkness as he looked at a tree branch a short distance from him. A black-
clothed human figure was seated with his legs crossed at that spot.

“‘Regardless of how intelligent prey is, it will not be able to escape from the hands of the
hunter.”

The black-clothed Dou Zun raised his eyes. His gaze glanced indifferently at Xiao Yan
as he ferociously laughed.

“Xiao Yan. This venerable self wants to see if there will be anyone who will show up and
rescue you this time around. | will definitely take your Heavenly Flames!”

A thought suddenly passed through Xiao Yan's heart when he heard these words. His
eyes swept over the black-clothed Dou Zun. There was a slight change in his
expression as he exclaimed, “You... you are Old Mu Gu?”

The black-clothed Dou Zun was slightly surprised when he heard this. After which, the
savage smile on his face became even more prominent. He asked, “Can’t you
recognize me?”




Xiao Yan'’s heart involuntarily sank when he heard the words of the black-clothed Dou
Zun not denying anything. This fellow... was indeed Old Mu Gi. He possessed such an
ability to deceive the three giant heads of the Pill Tower and enter the Pill Realm...

“Itis also just as well that you have recognized me. You can at least die knowing why.
No matter how one puts it, the both of us have some relationship. If we were to really
discuss about it, you might perhaps even have to call this venerable self teacher-uncle.”
Old Mu Gu laughed in a dark and chilly manner.

TL: teacher-uncle — junior of one’s teacher who shares the same master as one’s
teacher

‘Il am not so blessed.” Xiao Yan involuntarily laughed when he heard this.

Old Mu Gu laughed and did not mind. His eyes were somewhat hot as he stared at Xiao
Yan. “This time around, this venerable self will not hold back. | will first kill you and take
your soul. This venerable self has his own methods of getting you to reveal the Flame
Mantra!”

After laughing in a dense, cold manner, Old Mu Gu clenched his hand. That large claw,
which was formed from a deep-blue energy, once again appeared in front of him. He
waved his sleeves and the enormous claw disappeared in a strange manner...

Xiao Yan'’s expression also changed when he saw the enormous claw disappear. After
the exchange earlier, he already understood that this thing could penetrate space itself.
It was elusive, making it difficult for one to defend against it...

Xiao Yan was not wrong. The space in front of him became distorted while Xiao Yan
concentrated. An enormous crystal claw rushed out and grabbed at him.

The momentum of the large claw was extremely shocking. Xiao Yan also understood
just how terrifying this thing was. Even the Earth Demon Puppet had nearly been
crippled when the claw had grabbed it. With the strength of his body, it was likely that he
would explode into a pile of bloody flesh with just a pinch.

However, it was fortunate that he was already prepared. The moment the large claw
had appeared, the silver glow under Xiao Yan'’s feet flashed before the claw could even
lock onto him. Within an instant, he had appeared in empty ground around a couple of
dozen meters away.

“Hmph!”

Old Mu Gu coldly laughed upon seeing Xiao Yan'’s swift reaction.

His laughter had just sounded when Xiao Yan was dazzled. The large crystal hand,
filled with an unusual Spiritual Pressure, once again appeared in a strange fashion.




After which, the hand grabbed with lightning-like speed. The surrounding space once
again solidified.

The solidification of the surrounding space caused Xiao Yan’s expression to change.
This crystal large hand was really too troublesome to deal with. It was unusually difficult
to even dodge it. An elite Dou Zun was indeed extraordinary...

Xiao Yan abruptly clenched his teeth as numerous thoughts flashed across his heart.
His eyes did not blink as he stared at the large claw that had come violently grabbing
over. Dou Qi within his body began to be maneuvered at this moment. The current him
really needed to engage in an all out final battle!

The enormous claw flashed. It opened and was just like a ghost claw as it pinched at
Xiao Yan’s head!

Xiao Yan'’s expression had become completely grave as he watched the large claw
grow larger in his eyes. His hand seal changed as he did so.

“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, first change!”

“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, second change!”

Two cries sounded one after another within Xiao Yan's heart, causing the Dou Qi within
his body to suddenly soar. The surrounding solidified space had also become much
more relaxed.

“Skyfire Three Mysterious Change, third change!”

Xiao Yan’s vicious eyes looked at Old Mu Gu with a ferocious smile on his face. He
inhaled a deep breath of air. The seals formed by his hands changed once again as he
prepared to use all of his strength!

Just as Xiao Yan’s hand seal was formed, the space in front of him strangely distorted.

Immediately, a strong figure stepped out of the distorted space and stood in front of
Xiao Yan like a metal tower.

A vast, calm breath suddenly surged out of the strong body like a sweeping storm when
it appeared.

This kind of feeling was as though the one in front was not a person, but instead, a sky-
supporting mountain!

“‘Hee hee, murdering openly in my territory. You really don’t give me any face, do you?”




The figure had just appeared when he let out a rough laugh in front of Xiao Yan's
stunned eyes. After which, the figure clenched his five fingers tightly. A punch without
any fancy moves was suddenly thrown, and it heavily collided with the large claw!

“Bang!”

The two collided. The crystal-like large claw, which possessed an unusually great
strength, had been forced back by over a dozen meters. After which, it flew through the
air and vaguely revealed some cracks.

“Who has come?”

This sudden unexpected change caused Old Mu Gu to cry out furiously after being
startled.

That strong man had yet to say anything after Old Mu Gu’s cry sounded when an
alluring laughter suddenly resounded over the forest.

“Old fellow, | will not care if you chase after the others. However, you cannot kill Xiao
Yan...”

“ZiYan?”

Xiao Yan, who was in a stunned state, was immediately even more startled when he
heard this familiar voice. Joy quickly surged into his eyes.
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Chapter 1173: Zi Yan, Xiong Zhan

Old Mu Gu’s expression slightly changed when he heard the clear and loud voice that
resounded over the forest. His eyes swept around before suddenly shooting to the tree
branch of a large tree, only to see a purple-clothed, little girl there. Both of her legs were
gently swinging.

Even with Old Mu Gu’s calmness, he was involuntarily startled when he saw this little
girl. His eyes were covered with shock. Those who could enter the Pill Realm were all
alchemists that participated in the Pill Gathering. However, this little girl in front was
clearly not one of them. Just how did she enter this place?

The purple-clothed, little girl ignored the surprised gaze of Old Mu Gu. Her small hand
pressed against the tree branch and her lovely, small body leaped down from high
above. After which, it gently landed in front of Xiao Yan. She involuntarily laughed when
she saw Xiao Yan’s stunned expression before giving him a strange face. Her lovely
and pretty actions were really likeable.




“Zi Yan... why are you here?”

The shock within Xiao Yan's eyes lasted for a good amount of time before gradually
disappearing. He grabbed this little girl, who had disappeared for quite a while, and
pulled her to his side. After which, he carefully looked at her. Her jade-carving
appearance was as cute as it was before, giving her an appearance similar to a
porcelain doll.

‘I have escaped. Hee hee, | knew that you were participating in the Pill Gathering, so |
came here to wait for you...” Zi Yan smiled like a little fox. Both of her eyes narrowed
into a crescent shape.

“I have been very pitiful. After having left, | no longer had any tasty Yaowan. Everyday,
those hateful fellows would pour some disgusting stuff for me to eat...”

Zi Yan grabbed Xiao Yan’s clothes. Her large watery eyes immediately became moist.
Her life during this period of time was really too awful from her point of view. It was just
like a life in hell when compared to the times she was beside Xiao Yan. Therefore, she
had hurriedly took the opportunity to flee once she had the chance to do so...

“Your tribe members?” Xiao Yan was astonished before he immediately understood
something. After which, he asked in a surprised manner.

Zi Yan violently nodded. From the looks of it she greatly hated the way her tribe
members treated her. However, if those members of her tribe came to be aware of this,
they would likely be so furious that they would end up spitting out blood. In this world,
one was not rewarded for being a good person.

Xiao Yan helplessly shook his head. He did understand Zi Yan’s character. Every word
was exaggerated many times over when spoken from her mouth. Hence, he did not
really believe these words of hers. As for whatever thing that was being fed to her... at
the very least, this girl appeared quite lively. She was undoubtedly many times better
than when she had left back then.

“Hey, have you finished chatting. Little grandaunt, this fellow is not someone easy to
deal with...” That strongly built man turned his head somewhat impatiently and spoke to
the two while Xiao Yan and Zi Yan were chatting.

TL: grandaunt in this case refers to a woman that was difficult to serve

“Big fellow, there is no need for you to be anxious. Go and beat him. Your task will be
considered nearly over once you finish him off.” Zi Yan curled her small mouth before
pointing at the gloomy-faced Old Mu Gu a short distance away. She instructed in a crisp
voice.




That large man and Old Mu Gu’s faces involuntarily twitched when they heard her
words.

“You really think quite highly of me. It is already not bad that | can block him. If not for
my constitution, | would not be able to beat him.” The large man helplessly replied. He
appeared quite speechless when it came to the task Zi Yan had assigned him.

“May | know who this friend is?” Xiao Yan looked at him. He smiled, cupped his hands
together, and inquired politely.

“He is called Xiong Zhan. | call him big fellow. He is the chief of this Ten Thousand
Medicinal Mountain Range. Hee hee, all of the natural treasures in this place are
managed by him...” Zi Yan laughed. A greediness flashed across her watery eyes.

That large man called Xiong Zhan involuntarily shuddered when he heard Zi Yan’s
words. He thought of the precious medicinal ingredients being eaten by Zi Yan as
tidbits. This little fellow was really someone who wasted treasures.

“Chief?”

Xiao Yan'’s heart was slightly startled. If one put it this way, would this Xiong Zhan not
be that ultimate beast talked about by Song Qing’s group?

“This friend, it is really not my intention to barge into this mountain. The old me shall
apologize to you if | have offended you in any way. However, this person is a target that
| must capture. | hope that you will not interfere!” Old Mu Gu a short distance away
finally spoke with a gloomy face. Although Xiong Zhan’s level was inferior to him, his
fighting strength was extremely shocking. It was impossible to tell just who would end
up dying to whose hands.

Xiong Zhan rolled his eyes upon hearing this. After which, he responded in an irritated
manner, “You have heard what this little grandaunt said earlier. | must protect this
person. Why don’t we do it this way? | will not bother about you barging into the
mountain, and you should just turn around and leave. What do you say?”

The corner of Old Mu Gu’s mouth twitched. His eyes gradually became cold. This time
around, he had the intention of capturing Xiao Yan at any costs. The hinderance of
anyone would not be able to shake his determination!

“In that case...” Old Mu Gu became silent for a moment. A fierce glint suddenly surged
within his eyes as he yelled in a dense voice, “You can go and die!”

The dense voice had just sounded when Old Mu Gu waved his sleeves. That crystal
hand, which had been forced back by Xiong Zhan earlier, once again rushed out. Within
a flash, the hand appeared in front of Xiong Zhan. The large hand was tightly clenched,
forming a fist that violently smashed at the Xiong Zhan’s head!




“Chi!”

The wind from the fist had arrived before the punch did. That terrifying fist wind caused
the ground under Xiong Zhan’s feet to sink by nearly two feet despite them being a
great distance apart. An enormous fist imprint appeared on the ground.

“‘Hee, the old me has dominated for so many years. | have not met anyone who dares
tell me to go and die. Who do you think you are?”

A fierceness flashed across Xiong Zhan’s face when he saw Old Mu Gu attacking at the
first sign of a disagreement. His fist was clenched tightly and a deep-yellow energy
surged out of his body. A fist was violently thrown out, and it chose the most direct, non-
fanciful method to collide with the large crystal fist.

The two violently collided and a terrifying ripple rushed out with lightning-like speed. All
the grass within a hundred meter radius were cut by half a foot. Some of the gigantic
trees’ trunks were cut. A large amount of sawdust erupted from the spot where they
broke.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes and hands were swift. When that forceful ripple erupted, he had
hugged Zi Yan, and moved his body. After which, he rushed to the sky, lowered his
head, and looked at a patch of yellow soil that had appeared within the vast sea of
trees. He was involuntarily a little speechless. It was indeed worthy of a battle between
the Dou Zun class. Such a great destructive strength had been created by just a raise of
one’s hand.

Xiong Zhan ended up taking two steps back within the forest now permeated by dust.
The ground shook each time his feet landed. This continued two times before he
managed to completely stabilize his body. He immediately raised his head, and his eyes
were unusually hot as he looked at Old Mu Gu across from him. He cried out, “Alright, it
is enjoyable! Again!”

Old Mu Gu'’s expression turned dark and cold. He glanced at the large crystal claw that
was once again sent flying. One could see the cracks on it had become denser.

“The fighting strength of this Xiong Zhan is really great. In what way is he just an expert
that has half a foot into the Dou Zun class as Song Qing had mentioned? From the
looks of it, he has likely already advanced to the Dou Zun class. Otherwise, it would
have been impossible for him to face Old Mu Gu head on without too much of a
disadvantage.” Xiao Yan softly spoke. Surprise involuntarily flashed across his eyes
when he looked at the battle below.

“The big fellow has already advanced to the Dou Zun class a couple of years ago.” Zi
Yan, who was in Xiao Yan’s embrace, curled her mouth and revealed some information.




“It is fortunate that | did not listen to Song Qing while he was fanning the flames. Having
only half a foot into the Dou Zun class and completely entering the Dou Zun class were
two completely different concepts. With the lineup of Song Qing earlier, they would only
deliver themselves to death by going there.” Xiao Yan involuntarily smacked his tongue
when he heard this. This Song Qing was indeed untrustworthy.

On the yellow soil that was being forcefully created, Old Mu Gu’s eyes were dark and
dense as he stared at Xiong Zhan, who had a face filled with the intent to battle. Some
killing intent also flashed across his heart. The level of difficulty in dealing with Xiong
Zhan had far exceeded his expectations. However, this was impossible to get him to
give up. Immediately, his shriveled hands rolled out of his sleeves and began to form
seals with lightning-like speed!

“Nether Demon Fire Arm!”

A deep-blue flame swiftly erupted from Old Mu Gu’s body like a volcano following the
cold cry emitted. It immediately surged into the large crystal claw.

With an increasing amount of deep-blue flames surging into the large crystal claw, one
could see the lines on the surface of the large claw gradually mend. A deep-blue arm of
fire was slowly extended from the back of the large claw. The flame rose, causing this
arm to give others a kind of extremely cold feeling. It appeared just like the arm of a
death god.

A grave expression flashed across Xiong Zhan’s face when he saw the large arm with
deep blue coloured fire lingering over it. A low roar was emitted from his throat. The
large hand trembled slightly.

“Those who hinder this venerable self shall die!”

A dark chilly expression flashed across Old Mu Gu’s eyes. His hand seal suddenly
changed and that large flame arm immediately rushed up. After which, it appeared just
like a meteorite as it ruthlessly smashed down on the spot where Xiao Zhan was
located. The space along the way suddenly crumbled, revealing many dark-black spatial
holes.

The large fire hand rushed down. When it was a certain distance away, the flame on it
suddenly soared. The large fire hand also swelled with the wind. In an instant, it had
transformed into something nearly a hundred feet around. An enormous dark shadow
covered the forest within a hundred meter radius!

“‘Roar!”
Xiong Zhan let out a ferocious roar to the sky after sensing the hot energy pressure that

was being transmitted from it. His body also began to swell with a ‘swoosh swoosh’
sound at this instant. Dark-black, long hair surged out of his body in all directions.




Finally, he tightly clenched his enormous fist. A glaring, deep-yellow energy surged out
like floodwater. At this instant, Xiao Zhan appeared to have merged with this enormous
mountain, using the strength of the mountain to unleash a shocking strike!

The large fire hand rushed down. An instant later, it collided with Xiong Zhan’s
enormous fist!

The mountain shook and all the beasts trembled as a result.
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Chapter 1174: Frightening Away

An earth-shaking sound suddenly reverberated over the entire mountain like a
thunderous roar from the sky. A terrifying energy storm formed at this moment. After
which, it swept in all directions. The entire mountain trembled under this ferocious
energy storm. Numerous ten-foot-wide fissures swiftly spread. After which, they
stretched to the edge of one’s sight...

This sudden energy storm that had erupted attracted the attention of the many high rank

Magical Beasts on the mountain top. However, all of them were greatly shocked when
they sensed just how frightening this energy storm was. After which, their footsteps
hurriedly rushed away from the mountain. A battle of this level was not something they
could get involved in.

The spreading energy ripple easily flattened nearly half of the forest on this mountain. A
thousand-foot-wide pit gradually appeared within Xiao Yan’s sight.

Even with Xiao Yan’s calm demeanor, he involuntarily inhaled a breath of cool air as he
stared at the bottomless pit that was nearly a thousand feet in size. Such terrifying
destructiive strength was indeed worthy of the battle between members of the Dou Zun
class.

Permeating yellow dust had just risen into the air when it was blown away by the wild
wind. Xiao Yan’s eyes swiftly swept over the area below. After which, they paused on
the body of Old Mu Gu, who was suspended in the air.

At this moment, the chest of Old Mu Gu rose and fall slightly. His breathing was no
longer as calm as it was before. Clearly, that attack had exhausted him.

“Where is Xiao Zhan?”




Xiao Yan’s eyes suddenly searched. He looked at the bottomless pit as his brows
slightly knit.

“‘Inside it...” Zi Yan’s finger pointed to the interior of the deep pit. Her watery, large eyes
contained a flickering purple-colored glint.

“‘Roar!”
Zi Yan'’s voice had just sounded when a soul-stirring roar suddenly erupted from the pit.

After which, it transformed into a substance-like sonic wave that spread apart with a
‘bang.’ It once again sent a deep layer of yellow soil on the ground flying.

The roar slowly weakened. After which, the entire mountain suddenly began to tremble.
Numerous thunderous muffled vibrations were emitted from that deep pit.

The expression of Old Mu Gu changed when he heard this sound. His dark, cold eyes
were focused on the seemingly bottomless pit.

“‘Boom!”
Another terrifyingly loud sound suddenly appeared. Immediately, an incomparably large

body leaped out of the deep pit like an enormous tower. After which, it suddenly landed
on the ground. The entire mountain violently shook when his feet landed on the ground.

A shocked expression involuntarily flashed across Xiao Yan'’s eyes as he looked at the
enormous being that had leaped out of the deep pit.

That thing, that had revealed itself, was a hundred-meter-large bear. The large bear
was black in color and the fur all over its body stood like metal needles. There were
eight silver hairlines on the chest of the large bear. However, the thing that surprised
Xiao Yan the most was the twenty-meter-long black-colored tail behind it. When this
giant tail was swung, it was accompanied by the sound of wind splitting apart. From the
looks of it, this tail was just like a dragon’s tail.

“This is... Ancient Dragon Bear?”

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept over the silver-colored hairlines on the chest of the large bear
before immediately focusing on the dragon tail behind it. A glow flickered in his eyes as
he muttered to himself.

A Dragon Bear, was a ferocious Magical Beast that was extremely rare to find because
it was considered a unique beast of the ancient times. Moreover, its body vaguely

possessed a dragon’s blood, and it possessed a terrifying strength. Based on what was
recorded in the ancient texts, this kind of dragon bear was also called Nine Line Demon




Dragon Bear. The silver-colored hairlines on their chests was not merely for
appearance’s sake. Instead, it was used to judge its strength. It is rumored that when
this Dragon Bear possesses nine dragon lines, the dragon bloodline within its body will
completely awaken. At that time, the Dragon Bear would undergo a transformation. If
the transformation was a success, it would evolve into the Ultimate Dragon Bear. Once
it evolved, all it needed to do was raise its hand to shatter mountains and crack the
lands.

Hence, these kinds of hairlines were also called dragon lines.

The current Xiong Zhan already possessed eight dragon lines. If another were to
appear, this large fellow would become the Ultimate Demon Bear renowned for its
ferocity even during ancient times!

“It is unexpected that | am actually able to see a Dragon Bear here... how incredible.”
Xiao Yan involuntarily shook his head and sighed.

“It is only a Dragon Bear. It is only strong because of the hint of its dragon bloodline...”
Zi Yan, who was in Xiao Yan’s embrace, curled her mouth slightly as she replied.

“By being able to possess the dragon bloodline, it is enough to state its strength.
Bloodline is really too important to Magical Beasts. When | had just arrived in the
Central Plains back then, someone from the Heavenly Demon Phoenix Tribe had nearly

found the Heavenly Demon Phoenix Essence blood in my Storage Ring...” Xiao Yan
smiled and spoke as he suddenly recalled the events at the Wind Lightning Pavilion
back then.

“‘Heavenly Demon Phoenix? They hurt you?”

Zi Yan’s small hands, which were hanging around Xiao Yan’s neck, suddenly tightened.
A glaring purple glint suddenly flashed across her watery eyes. Her small, bright-red
tongue gently licked her small lips.

“No but | refined the wings of a Heavenly Demon Phoenix into a flying Dou Tecnique. If |
use them in the future and someone ends up recognizing them, there would indeed be
some trouble.” Xiao Yan’s eyes stared at the enormous Dragon Bear as he randomly
replied.

“‘Relax, if they dare to come, I'll ensure that none of them return.” Zi Yan’s small head
leaned against Xiao Yan’s shoulder. She used a voice that only she could hear to softly
mumble.

Xiao Yan did not hear what Zi Yan had said. His attention had been focused on Xiong
Zhan, who had transformed. Perhaps it was due to his actual body having appeared,
but Xiong Zhan’s aura was even fiercer compared to earlier. A pair of blood-red, large
eyes were staring at Old Mu Gu, who was like an ant in the air.




Xiong Zhan'’s feet suddenly stepped forward. His distorted face revealed a ferocious
expression. His fist also smashed toward Old Mu Gu.

A wild wind surged across the sky. The whistling sound of wind splitting permeated the
entire mountain range like a low drum beat.

Even Old Mu Gu did not dare to underestimate Xiong Zhan’s punch after he had
transformed into its actual form. Old Mu Gu’s hand seal changed, and the space in front
of him distorted. It quickly formed a thick spatial barrier.

A large fist that was covered with black hairs violently landed on the spatial barrier. It
easily blasted the spatial barrier apart. The large hand immediately spread and the
black-colored hair on Xiong Zhan’s hand shot like arrows in all directions!

These black, sharp hairs moved at extremely terrifying speeds. With a flash, they
appeared before Old Mu Gu and had a deep yellow energy trace. Clearly, these things
might not appear great, but if one were to be struck by them, one would definitely not
feel good.

With Old Mu Gu'’s eyesight and experience, he would naturally not slight the attack of
the other party. The seal formed by his hands changed. After which, he opened his
mouth and blew. A deep-blue flame shot out like a fire pillar. Finally, it collided with the
sharp hairs. The frightening temperature of the Sea Heart Flame caused the hairs to
quietly vaporize. They transformed into clusters of grayish ashes that flew down.

“Shual”

The flame had just been spat out when a black figure suddenly rushed over from the
sky. The terrifying wind caused Old Mu Gu’s expression to change a little. The seal
formed by his hands quickly changed. After which, the fire pillar from earlier immediately
agglomerated into a giant fire beast that was a couple hundred feet large. It launched
toward that black figure with lightning-like speed.

“Chi!”
The black figure descended down. After which, it collided with the fire beast. A terrifying

strength split the fire beast into two. The remaining force rushed through the air and
descended, forming a deep scar, a couple of hundred feet large, on the ground.

The black shadow broke through the fire beast and rotated in the air with a whistling
sound. Old Mu Gu glanced over. Only then did he discover that the black figure was
Xiong Zhan’s enormous dragon tail.




“This beast really possesses incredible brute force...”

Numerous spatial cracks appeared when Old Mu Gu looked at the enormous swinging
tail. His eyes involuntarily shrank, and his expression was a little ugly.

If they were to really fight with Dou Qi, it was likely that Xiong Zhan would not be able to
defeat Old Mu Gu even after having transformed. However, Xiong Zhan was able to
engage in an all out fight without any concern, but Old Mu Gu could not. He still needed
to participate in the subsequent Pill Gathering. He needed to become the champion and
take the opportunity to snatch the Three Thousand Burning Flames. If he were to
engage in an all out life and death fight with Xiong Zhan here, what remaining strength
would he be left with to compete with the others?

It was impossible for Old Mu Gu to really engage in an all out battle with Xiong Zhan
due to him having such concerns. However, if he did not really go all out and fight, it
was impossible for him to defeat Xiong Zhan. This kind of situation caused him to fall
into an infinite loop. He was unable to obtain both no matter what he did.

A glint quickly flashed over Old Mu Gu. It was a long while later before he violently
clenched his teeth. His eyes viciously turned to Xiao Yan in the sky as he coldly cried
out, “Xiao Yan, consider yourself lucky this time around. This venerable self will
personally finish you off once the Pill Gathering is over!”

“I will keep you company.”

A cold glint flashed across Xiao Yan'’s eyes as he coldly laughed. Once he obtained the
Three Thousand Burning Flame and refined it, he would no longer be afraid of this old
fellow!

“‘Hmph!”

Old Mu Gu’s face slightly twitched upon hearing Xiao Yan’s. Immediately, his cold eyes
turned to Xiong Zhan, who was standing on the mountain like a metal tower. Both of his
hands tightened with a great unwillingness. He finally ceased doing any useless tasks a
moment later. With a wave of his hand, the surrounding space slowly distorted. His
body immediately moved, and he rushed into the distorted space and disappeared.

“Xiao Yan, leave this little life of yours for this venerable self!”

Old Mu Gu’s figure might have disappeared, but his ice-cold voice still penetrated space
as it slowly reverberated across the sky.

Xiao Yan narrowed his eyes. A fierce glint was flickering within his dark-black eyes...
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Chapter 1175: Medicinal Ingredient Square

Xiao Yan slowly exhaled when he saw Old Mu Gu disappear in the distorted space. He
had finally shaken off this old demon. However, from the looks of it, this Old Mu Gu did
not appear to be giving up. A true life and death battle would definitely erupt when they
met in the future.

Xiong Zhan, who was just like a giant tower on the ground, also coldly snorted upon
seeing Old Mu Gu leave. After which, his enormous body began to swiftly shrink. Within
a short couple of breaths, he had turned back into the big, strong man Xiao Yan had
seen earlier.

Upon seeing Xiong Zhan turn back into his human form, Xiao Yan hugged Zi Yan
closer, and rushed down from the sky. He placed her down before cupping his hand to
Xiong Zhan and said, “Thank you for your help big brother Xiong Zhan.”

“Hey, big fellow. He is someone extremely close to me. Calling you ‘big brother’ means
he thinks very highly of you. Moreover, he is a tier 8 alchemist. Should he randomly
refine a medicinal pill and hand it to you as a gift, you will have gained a great reward.”
Zi Yan by the side revealed her two small canine teeth as she spoke to Xiong Zhan in a
threatening gesture. She was aware of the character of this Xiong Zhan. He would
completely ignore the person if that person was not someone he was familiar with. She
did not wish for Xiao Yan to end up bearing with the attitude of this rude fellow.

Xiong Zhan was startled when he heard this. His eyes were somewhat surprise as he
looked at Xiao Yan. His expression changed a little as he asked, “Tier 8 alchemist?”

Even with his strength, he had to treat an alchemist of this tier politely because the
medicinal pills he needed at this level of his could only be refined by tier 8 alchemists.

The world of the strong was one where strength was honored. If Xiao Yan did not
possess any ability, that Xiong Zhan might feel some disdain in his heart even after
giving Zi Yan face. However, after hearing that Xiao Yan was a tier 8 alchemist, his
attitude had drastically changed.

‘Il am not a tier 8 alchemist. Currently, | am still only at the high grade seventh tier...”
Xiao Yan smiled and replied without hiding anything.

Xiong Zhan was once again stunned in his heart when he heard Xiao Yan’s frank reply.
A rare good impression rose within his heart. Other people always tried to make
themselves look better. It was unexpected that Xiao Yan would willingly reveal his level.
This point caused Xiong Zhan, who had a forthright character, to feel a little pleased.

“‘However, | am currently finding some things. If | manage to gather all of them, perhaps
| might be able to reach the eighth tier.” A good impression of Xiong Zhan rose within
Xiao Yan’s heart after he saw that Xiong Zhan did not reveal an expression of disdain




because of his level. Immediately, he changed his tone and laughed, “If | am able to
advance to the eighth tier in the future, big brother Xiong Zhan can come and look for
me if you need anything. | will definitely lend a hand if it is within my ability to do so.”

“Ha ha, alright. | will remember your words. If you really advance to a tier 8 alchemist,
this old bear will definitely come and look for you.” Xiong Zhan involuntarily laughed out
loud when he heard this offer. His laughter was just like thunder as it resounded over
the sky.

“Big fellow, it is rumored that Xiao Yan will require some task items to pass this Pill
Gathering. In any case, you have so many things here. Let’s go and take a look first. It
is a waste if you keep them all...” Zi Yan grabbed Xiao Yan’s clothes and commanded
to Xiong Zhan. After which, she ignored him. She moved her body, pulled Xiao Yan, and
quickly rushed to the top of the mountain.

Xiong Zhan widened his mouth upon hearing this. However, he could only sigh. This
little grandaunt was really difficult to serve.

Xiao Yan had reached the enormous stone hall in a couple of minutes with Zi Yan
leading him. There were two Magical Beasts with fierce auras at the entrance to the
stone hall. When they saw Xiao Yan'’s foreign face, they immediately stood up. A low,
furious roar resounded over the place.

“Go play by the side.”

Zi Yan took the lead to walk forward. Her small hand was randomly waved. Those two
seemingly fierce high rank Magical Beasts emitted a low whimper before they held their
tails between their legs and hurriedly withdrew a great distance away. They felt a
pressure emitted from Zi Yan that came from their bloodlines. This caused them to be
without any desire to resist.

Xiao Yan contemplated the reason upon seeing this scene. These two Magical Beasts
possessed strength that had reached the seventh rank. They were not weaker than the
Mysterious Water Tiger Snake that Xiao Yan had met. However, they appeared weak in
front of Zi Yan. It seemed that the background of this girl was quite great...

Xiao Yan followed Zi Yan as they quickly entered the stone hall. They shuffled down a
couple of corridors and arrived at a spacious square within the large hall.

Xiao Yan'’s footsteps had just entered the square when a medicinal fragrance, so rich it
literally adhered to things, violently surged over. This caused him to violently quiver on
the spot. After which, he raised his head and looked at the densely packed medicinal
ingredients in the square. His face became dull at this moment.

“Rising Dragon Flower Heart... Red Flame Fruit... Sulphur Flame Spiritual Saliva...”




Xiao Yan'’s stunned gaze swept over the medicinal ingredients that had been neatly
arranged in front of him. These items were considered extremely rare items in the
outside world. However, they were randomly placed in this place like white cabbages.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept over the place for a moment. He finally recovered and inhaled a
deep breath of air. After which, he suppressed the shock within his heart, looked at Zi
Yan and bitterly laughed, “The both of you have moved all of the precious medicinal
ingredients in this Ten Thousand Mountain Range to this place, right?”

Zi Yan laughed. She nodded and said, “You can choose whatever you want here and
can even take all of them with you when the time comes. After all, that big fellow is
going to leave. Leaving them here will only benefit others...

Zi Yan’s voice had just sounded when Xiong Zhan’s feet involuntarily trembled after
following them into the hall. The corner of his mouth twitched a couple of times. Zi Yan
was right. In any case, he was about to leave this terrible place. However, Xiong Zhan
still felt his heart bleed despite thinking in this manner.

“You can just choose what you need. Just leave a little for me when you leave.” Xiong
Zhan rubbed his large hands with great force and spoke with an expressionless face.

Xiao Yan involuntarily smiled when he saw Xiong Zhan run his hands. He laughed, “Big
brother Xiong Zhan really knows how to joke. The things here all belongs to you. It is
already very good of you to lend some of them to me. How can | snatch your things?”

“‘Damn damn. He has already said that he only wants a little. It’s fine, right?” Zi Yan
turned her head suddenly when she uttered these words. Her large, watery eyes
revealed a bright-purple glow. That purple glow was different from normal. At a glance,
it appeared to form the shape of a dragon.

Xiong Zhan’s strong body trembled involuntarily when he saw the dragon-shaped purple
glow. A pressure, that originated from his bloodline, caused his blood to have the
impulse to boil.

“This... this is the ancestor dragon pressure?”

A shocked expression flashed across Xiong Zhan'’s eyes. His straight body involuntarily
and quietly hunched over a little. He hurriedly laughed, “That’s right. That’s right. Little
grandaunt is right. Brother Xiao Yan can just take them. If you take too little, you will be
looking down on me, Xiong Zhan. | will be displeased.”

Xiao Yan widened his mouth, feeling neither able to laugh nor cry. This Xiong Zhan was
indeed interesting. He helplessly nodded. His gaze glanced at Zi Yan who was smiling
at him from the side. His finger was gently flicked on her clear forehead. He knew the
reason Xiong Zhan had experienced a sudden change was probably because of this
little girl.




“Since big brother Xiong Zhan has put it this way, Xiao Yan will not hold back. Currently,
| do indeed need a couple of things...” Since Xiong Zhan had already put it this way,
there was not much for Xiao Yan to say. He cupped his hands together before carefully
entering the square piled with rare medicinal ingredients. His eyes carefully swept over
them as he attempted to find the medicinal ingredients he needed.

The medicinal ingredients in this square was basically the collection of the entire Ten
Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. There were many types of medicinal ingredients.
It was enough to cause one to feel dazzled by looking at them. Therefore, even though
Xiao Yan was quite good at identifying medicinal ingredients, he still spent nearly half
an hour or so before finding the three types of medicinal ingredients he needed.

“Seven Magical Green Spirit Saliva... Soul Cultivating Saliva Fruit Plup... Rising
Immortal Grass...”

These three types of medicinal ingredients were the tasked items of Xiao Yan this time
around. However, at this moment, he had completely gathered them in this place. Thus,
his task had been completed in an effortless manner...

Even Xiao Yan involuntarily became absent-minded as he looked at the three types of
rare medicinal ingredients in his hands. He immediately shook his head with a bitter
smile. It was likely that he would be the person who had completed his task in the
smoothest manner in all the previous and future Pill Gatherings.

Xiao Yan threw his mind back to the square after having placed these three tasked
items into his Storage Ring. Currently, he needed a special medicinal ingredient called
the Heavenly Numb Jade Essence. This thing was a critical substance to mediate the
Core Soul Marrow. As long as one found this thing, he would be able to completely
remedy the Core Soul Marrow. At that time, his soul would be able to rely on it to
completely transform and truly enter that so-called Soul State. The eighth tier would
also open its doors to him!

It was not easy to find this Heavenly Numb Jade Essence. It was a rock, yet it was not
exactly a rock. If one was not an extremely experienced person, one would find it
difficult to identify from a pile of random rocks.

Xiao Yan’s eyes steadily swept over the middle of the square. Time swiftly flowed by
amid this slow investigation. An hour passed by within the blink of an eye. Xiong Zhan
had already turned around and impatiently walked out of the stone hall during this
period of time. Only Zi Yan remained seated on some stone stairs. Her small hands
supported her cheeks as she watched Xiao Yan’s back. She would yawn occasionally
while doing so...

Xiao Yan’s footsteps did not become hurried because of the flow of time. One could not
be half-hearted when identifying medicinal ingredients. After all, quite a lot of medicinal




ingredients were similar in appearance. If one was not serious, identifying them was a
very difficult task.

Finding medicinal ingredients was also an extremely time consuming task. However, it
was fortunate that the Heavens did not let down those who were sincere. When Xiao
Yan'’s feet had gradually walked to the other end of the square, they finally paused. His
eyes were focused intently on an inconspicuous spot. There was a green-colored rock
quietly lying in fragrant soil...
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This green-colored rock appeared like an ordinary rock when looking at it from a
distance. However if one approached it, one would be able to discover that the stone
was covered in some strange lines. Moreover, the surface of the stone was slightly
transparent. If one were to place it in an area of strong sunlight, one would vaguely be
able to see a viscous liquid flowing inside...

Xiao Yan'’s eyes paused on the green-colored rock for a moment. He finally let out a
gentle breath of air. After which, he slowly suppressed the joy within his heart. He bent
down and carefully picked up this palm-sized green-colored rock with his hand.

A warm-cool feeling was transmitted to his hand when it came in contact with this
green-colored rock. He gently shook it and the faint feeling of shaking water was
emitted.

“‘Heavenly Numb Jade Essence...”

Xiao Yan focused his mind and observed this green-colored rock for awhile. Only then
did he finally become certain that this thing was the final thing he needed!

“This is indeed worthy of being the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range...” Xiao
Yan carefully stored this Heavenly Numb Jade Essence into his Storage Ring. He
involuntarily exhaled a breath of air. If he were to search for this thing in the outside
world, it was likely that he would need to spend a great amount of effort to obtain it.
However, all he needed to do here was bend his body and search this place.

Xiao Yan finally turned around after obtaining the last item. He looked at Zi Yan. She
was seated on the rock stairs by the side of the square. He involuntarily smiled at her.

“‘Have you found it?” Zi Yan braced her attention and hurriedly asked when she saw
Xiao Yan walk over.

Xiao Yan smiled and nodded.




“When are you leaving?” Zi Yan asked in an excited manner. She had already stayed in
this Pill Realm for some days. Although there were many nice foods to eat here, it
lacked liveliness when compared to the Dou Qi continent.

“‘Help me find a secret chamber. | will need to prepare some things.” Xiao Yan'’s
expression became slightly solemn when he replied. The Core Soul Marrow was
something that was extremely difficult to find. If he were to fail to prepare it properly this
time around, he did not know when he would be able to obtain such a treasure again.
Therefore, he did not dare take the preparations lightly.

Zi Yan obediently nodded when she saw Xiao Yan’s grave face. She led Xiao Yan
across the square and found a hidden rock chamber deep within the stone hall.

“Do not allow anyone to interrupt me before | come out...” Xiao Yan walked into the
stone chamber before solemnly reminding Zi Yan.

“‘Aye, relax.” Zi Yan heavily nodded her head.

Xiao Yan finally relaxed after seeing her nod her head. He slowly walked into the stone
chamber. After which, the stone door emitted a banging sound before it was tightly
shut...

The stone chamber was not spacious, but it was large enough for what he was going to
do. A warm light scattered down from all directions, expelling the darkness within the
stone chamber.

Xiao Yan swiftly arrived at the stone bed of the stone chamber. After which, he sat
cross-legged. However, he did not immediately act. Instead, both of his eyes were shut
as he adjusted the ripple in his heart and his own condition.

Whether the Core Soul Marrow was successfully prepared would determine if Xiao Yan
would advance to the eighth tier! Therefore, he could not even be slightly distracted.

Xiao Yan shut his eyes. This continued for nearly half an hour before he finally opened
them. His dark-black eyes were just like an old well with no ripples. They were just like
an immeasurable pit...

A breath was slowly exhaled through Xiao Yan'’s throat. After which, his hand rubbed
the empty space in front of him, and three jade boxes surfaced there. He flicked his
finger and a box was opened. An unusual fragrance diffused into the room, causing
Xiao Yan to brace his attention.

Among the three things, the Core Soul Marrow and the Pill Spirit Serum could be
prepared without refinement. One only needed to control the quantity properly. It was
necessary to refine the stone essence within the Heavenly Numb Jade Essence in order
to use it...




The refinement was not a difficult task, especially to the current Xiao Yan. He
immediately beckoned with his hand and the green stone drifted out. After which, it
remained suspended in front of Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan glanced at the Heavenly Numb Jade Essence in front of him. After which, he
widened his mouth and a jade-green-colored flame was spat out. Subsequently, it
wrapped around the ingredient...

The flame had just appeared when the temperature was raised to an extremely intense
level under Xiao Yan’s control. Within less than half a minute, numerous cracks
appeared on the surface of the Heavenly Numb Jade Essence. There was a vague
scent scattering out of it.

Xiao Yan nodded slightly upon seeing this. He suddenly flicked his finger and a slight
force knocked on the Heavenly Numb Jade Essence. After which, it emitted a cracking
sound and pieces of rock fragments fell from it. Finally, a hidden faint-white slurry was
revealed.

Following the appearance of this kind of white-colored slurry, Xiao Yan gradually
lowered the temperature of the flame. It eventually transformed into a wisp that burned
underneath the rock. It appeared just like a flame grilling a stone bowl with some white-
colored liquid in it. This liquid was churning and forming a slight bubble. A faint fishy
smell rose each time a bubble burst apart...

This fishy smell was the smell of the impurities leaving the stone essence. Only by
refining it would it be possible to use it to mediate the Core Soul Marrow.

This kind of refinement did not exhaust much of Xiao Yan’s time. Within a dozen plus
minutes, the fishy scent was completely expelled from the white-colored slurry...

Xiao Yan'’s expression did not change after refining the stone essence. He waved his
hand. An exquisite jade bottle and some utensils appeared in his hand. After which, a
thought passed through his mind as a tiny thread of liquid surged out of the three jade
boxes in front of him. Finally, they gathered in a transparent jade bowl under Xiao Yan’s
control.

“Sizzle sizzle!”
A wave of faint smoke erupted when the three types of liquid made contact.

Immediately, they appeared to be hostile with each other. After which, they eroded each
other. Some tiny bubbles were continuously emitted when they made contact.

Xiao Yan’s eyes did not slip away as he focused on the erosion of the three types of
liquids. A moment later, the Pill Soul Serum and the stone essence completely
scattered. All that remained was a kind of somewhat mottled Core Soul Marrow...




“The volume of the Core Soul Marrow has increased...”

Xiao Yan gently shook his head upon seeing this. Based on what was recorded on the
medicinal formula, successfully refined Core Soul Marrow would be completely jade-
green in color. Currently, the Core Soul Marrow that had been refined was a somewhat
mottled color. Clearly, it was a failed product.

Xiao Yan did not feel disheartened after this first failure. If he managed to succeed on
his first try, his luck would have been a little too good. However, he felt a little
heartache. The Core Soul Marrow was too precious. If he failed a couple more times,
even he would feel his heart start to bleed.

There was not much of a change in what happened next. Xiao Yan still continued to
monotonously guess the concentration of the mixture of the three types of treasures. If
there was something a little more or less in this kind of mixture, the equilibrium among
the three types of liquid would break. Finally, it would end up a failure. Therefore, no
fluctuations could occur in one’s heart because of failure during the refinement.

Xiao Yan had failed in mediating the three types of natural treasures eleven times.
These eleven failures had also exhausted nearly one-third of these treasures...

Although this price was steep, it was not possible to see any anxiety on Xiao Yan’s face.
He became increasingly familiar with the preparation method. The increase and
reduction of the quantity was no longer done with any hesitation like before.

With Xiao Yan’s current refinement level, it was likely that one could count the number
of people of the same generation who surpassed him on one’s fingers. Naturally, his
focus would not be disturbed by this kind of failure. After all, if he failed to even endure
this, how would he be able to compete with all the experts in the Pill Gathering?

Xiao Yan'’s eyes watched the interior of the jade bowl. Three different-colored liquids
gathered at the tip of his finger. Once the quantity of the jade bowl was reduced, he
would swiftly add a little more as he tried his best to maintain the equilibrium within.

After a couple of failures, the liquid within the jade bowl was becoming clearer. There
was even a faint fragrance spreading from the mixture.

When he sniffed this scent, a ripple finally surfaced within Xiao Yan’s eyes, which had
been completely void of any emotion earlier. A finger gently trembled and a drop of
stone essence slowly fell into the jade bowl.

“Sizzle!”
Waves of faint smoke rose from the jade bowl after this drop of stone essence fell into it.

After the smoke passed, a small bowl of jade-like, viscous liquid, filled with life,
remained...




Xiao Yan involuntarily sighed in relief as he looked at the color of the liquid within the
jade bowl. After which, he carefully used a good jade bottle to save the slurry within the
bowl...

Of course, if Xiao Yan wished to get his soul to undergo a transformation, this little bit of
Core Soul Marrow that he had prepared was insufficient. However, with the first
success, the subsequent steps would obviously be much easier. Within a short two
hours, over half of the remaining three types of natural treasures had been successfully
mixed by Xiao Yan...

A pleased expression finally flashed across Xiao Yan'’s face as he looked at the jade-
colored liquid filling the bottle to its brim. Although he had failed many times, the amount
he had successfully produced was already enough for him to squander...

“Next will be the most important thing...”

Xiao Yan held the jade bottle. He inhaled a deep breath of air. If this transformation
succeeded, he would be able to successfully advance to the eighth tier before the Pill
Gathering began. At that time, he would truly possess the qualification and ability to
take the champion spot!

“In order to get the Three Thousand Burning Flame, | must succeed no matter what!”

A fierceness flashed across Xiao Yan’s eyes as he raised the jade bottle and poured it
into his mouth. He raised his head and nearly half of the Core Soul Marrow followed his
throat as it flowed into his body with a gurgling noise.

Xiao Yan’s head let out a buzzing sound as the Core Soul Marrow was poured into his
body. The Spiritual Strength between his brows seemed to have ate a catalyst at this
moment as it suddenly swelled. The swiftness and fierceness of the swelling caused an
intense pain to be transmitted from between Xiao Yan'’s brows, as though his mind was
about to explode at this moment!
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Xiao Yan also felt surprised in his heart when he sensed this unexpected change.

However, he did not dare to be overly reckless at this moment. He could only forcefully
stabilize his mind as he focused on the changes within his body...

That tamed Core Soul Marrow had transformed into a hot flow that scattered apart after
entering Xiao Yan’s body. It was swiftly vaporized and wave after wave of a deep-green




smoke began to swiftly surged upwards. The smoke slipped through his body and
reached the point between his eyebrows. Finally, it mixed with the Spiritual Strength
lingering there.

Following the mixture of the smoke and his Spiritual Strength, Xiao Yan swiftly sensed a
powerful and terrifying energy swiftly merge with his soul. At the same time, the strength
of his soul began to appear as though it had consumed a great tonic as it suddenly
strengthened at a rate that caused Xiao Yan to feel shocked!

With the swift strengthening of his Spiritual Strength, the swelling pain between Xiao
Yan's eyebrows became even more intense. He did not expect this Core Soul Marrow
to possess such a powerful strengthening effect on one’s Spiritual Strength!

Xiao Yan was helpless in the face of the swelling pain between his eyebrows. He could
only watch as he sensed his soul grow stronger...

An increasing amount of green-colored smoke surged up. Xiao Yan'’s soul continued to
strengthen with it. At this moment, Xiao Yan truly sensed what a migraine was. The
temples on the two sides of his head had begun to throb at this moment. They were just
like small drums that continued to beat.

“It is about to explode!”
His soul had become so strong that it gradually surpassed the threshold Xiao Yan could

endure. Hence, Xiao Yan was finally unable to endure any longer. An intense, painful
eardrum explosion was suddenly emitted from deep within his mind.

Xiao Yan’s mind was blasted until he was dizzy during this explosion. Gold light covered
his vision, and his mind was in complete chaos...

This kind of strange situation continued for quite a long period of time before it gradually
took a turn for the better. By the time Xiao Yan’s mind had recovered his
consciousness, the intense pain within his mind had already weakened. He vaguely
sensed that his soul seemed to be a couple of times stronger than earlier. However, he
was still able to sense that his soul had yet to advance to that so-called Soul State...

“The Core Soul Marrow no longer has any effect?”

Xiao Yan was involuntarily startled when he sensed this. It was impossible to completely

advance to the soul state regardless of how strong one’s Spiritual Strength was alone.

As long as one’s soul had yet to reach the Soul State, one would never be able to refine
genuine tier 8 medicinal pill!




Just when Xiao Yan was stunned because of this, he suddenly sensed the surrounding
natural energy be dragged by some strange thing. While it fluctuated, threads of
extremely faint flows, that Xiao Yan had a deep impression of, quietly seeped out from
the space. After which, they shot explosively to the area between Xiao Yan’s eyebrows
from all directions...

At this moment, Xiao Yan finally discovered that the strange attraction force was being
emitted from between his eyebrows!

“It is indeed useful!”

XiaoYan finally heaved a sigh of relief when he saw these flows. He had placed all of
his hopes on this soul transformation. Just strengthening some Spiritual Strength was
far from able to satisfy him.

The spiritual aura continued to surge into the spot between Xiao Yan's eyebrows.
Finally, it merged together with the soul that was lingering there. During this merger,
Xiao Yan'’s soul appeared to be soaking in a warm spiritual bath. Warm Spiritual
Strength quietly merged into his soul from every direction. This kind of comfortable
feeling caused him to involuntarily let out a moan.

The pouring in of this degree of spiritual aura was clearly not enough to cause Xiao
Yan’s soul to advance to the Soul State. Hence, after this kind of absorption lasted for
nearly an hour, the strange force from between Xiao Yan’s eyebrows suddenly became
more intense. In the end, a ripple that was invisible to the naked eye quietly spread out.
Finally it flowed out of the stone chamber and launched through the stone hall before
scattering in the sky above this mountain...

Following the scattering of this ripple, this mountain immediately appeared like a pot of
boiling oil as it suddenly became violent...

This sudden violent movement of the sky and land stirred the attention of all the Magical
Beasts on the mountain. However, the mysterious flow of spiritual aura appeared a little
to illusionary to them. Other than a small number of powerful high rank Magical Beasts
vaguely sensing it, the remaining Magical Beasts were at a loss as they stared at the
oscillating surroundings. They were unable to sense anything unusual...

Xiong Zhan in front of the stone hall had become slightly startled because of this
sudden, unexpected change. His eyes swept over the place before pausing on a stone
chamber deep within the stone hall, where Xiao Yan was undertaking a retreat. A
shocked expression immediately flashed across his eyes.

“This... is the so-called spiritual aura huh... it is rumored that this kind of thing can only
be absorbed by some alchemists who have advanced to the eighth tier...”




Xiong Zhan'’s eyes slightly flickered. Although he might appear rough, he was very
perceptive. After all, this Pill Realm could be considered the base camp of the Pill Tower
back then. The Pill Tower had only gradually left due to its current decline.

“It is unexpected that Xiao Yan really did not lie. He really is going to advance to the
eighth tier soon...” Xiong Zhan spoke to himself in a soft voice. He immediately nodded.
If Xiao Yan really advanced to a tier 8 alchemist, Xiong Zhan might need to seek his
help. Even across the Dou Qi continent, there were not many tier 8 alchemist guru.

“All bastards listen up. Chase anyone who appears within a fifty kilometer radius of this
place!”

Xiong Zhan suddenly stood up while some thoughts flashed through his heart. A roar
resounded unceasingly over this mountain forest.

The countless number of Magical Beasts within the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain
Range turned into an uproar upon hearing his orders. Low, deep roars continuously
sounded as they began to expel the competitors that were randomly charging into the
mountain range.

Xiao Yan was naturally unaware of the activity occurring in the outside world. At this
moment, he was completely immersed within this dense spiritual aura. This comfortable,
soul-deep feeling was like being drunk. It caused one not want to wake up.

Due to the entrance of an enormous amount of spiritual aura, a drastic change gradually
occurred between his eyebrows.

The soul was usually a kind of misty thing that was difficult to describe. It was the
foundation of life, and it was extremely mysterious. Ordinarily speaking, the soul
between the eyebrows of even an alchemist of Xiao Yan'’s tier was similar to an
illusionary substance. However, their Spiritual Strength could be used to do a variety of
things after having left their bodies.

However, after the changes from earlier, the Spiritual Strength between Xiao Yan’s
eyebrows no longer appeared like an empty form like in the past. Instead, it had started
to adhere together. Occasionally, a slight pulse like one’s heart would be visible.
Perhaps it was due to the spiritual aura, but the soul between his brows possessed an
even greater amount of lifeforce when compared to the past.

Due to the enormous spiritual aura pouring in, the soul continuously wiggled, like
something was being bred. However, for some unknown reason, Xiao Yan felt that this
breeding seemed to lack something...

Xiao Yan thought for a moment, but he did not make any headway and only ended up
giving up...




Following the ripple of this place, a large amount of spiritual aura surged down from the
sky. Finally, it surged into a small stone chamber. This empty and secluded stone
chamber was filled with an abundant amount of lifeforce once the spiritual aura entered.

Xiao Yan'’s expression within the stone chamber gradually turned ugly due to the
increasing amount of spiritual aura pouring in. He had discovered that regardless of the
amount of spiritual aura gathering, the soul between his eyebrows ultimately remained
in a state where it continued to wiggle around. It appeared as though it was unable to
take the final step forward...

Xiao Yan tightly knit his eyebrows. He knew that if he was unable to take this final step
forward, he would never be able to reach the eighth tier!

“Just what is missing?”

Thoughts flew within Xiao Yan's heart as he pondered the problem. At this moment, his
soul appeared like a cocoon that needed direction in order to take the final step forward,
breaking through the cocoon and transforming into a butterfly (to be successful).

“Direction?”

A light suddenly flashed in Xiao Yan’s mind as thoughts flowed. “That’s right, there is no
spiritual training method to give it direction!”

Xiao Yan sighed in relief within his heart after comprehending this point. However, he
began to frown again soon after. This spiritual training method... he seemed to only
possess the most basic word formula...

“This word formula... | wonder if it is alright...”

Xiao Yan’s mind was a little uncertain. However, he did not have any other methods at
the moment. He swiftly focused his mind. After which, a word formula was gently
emitted from his mouth.

“The limit of Soul... shut the Heavenly Spirit... absorb the spirit forge, the soul...”

While this short word formula gradually sounded within Xiao Yan'’s heart, the wiggling
soul between his eyebrows appeared to have accelerated. There was something
gradually forming in the process...

Time was just like water as it quietly flowed by. Within the blink of an eye, it was already
the eighth day since Xiao Yan had entered the stone chamber. The unusual
phenomenon had gradually disappeared and the stone chamber once again became
completely quiet...




Zi Yan squatted on the stone stairs outside of the stone chamber. Her small hands were
supporting her cheeks as her gaze roamed around in an extremely bored manner. The
wait during these few days had really caused her to feel extremely terrible...

“Why is he still not done? It is rumored that this Pill Realm is about to shut...”

Zi Yan softly muttered as her small hand rubbed the ground.

While Zi Yan was muttering to herself, a soul-stirringly loud noise suddenly resounded
from the stone chamber. Immediately, the incomparably tough ceiling was cracked
apart. An invisible light suddenly erupted from within. It immediately remained in the air.
A mighty Spiritual Strength swept out in a lightning-like manner like a monstrous wave...

The expression of Xiong Zhan outside of the stone hall suddenly changed when he
sensed this vast, mighty Spiritual Strength. Shock flashed across his eyes.

“Success?”
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An invisible light remained suspended in the distant sky. A vast and mighty Spiritual
Strength was just like floodwaters as it swiftly swept out in all directions. At this moment,
other than a couple of extremely powerful high rank Magical Beasts that remained in the
mountain range, the other Magical Beasts sensed an extremely powerful Spiritual
Pressure. Their bodies involuntarily trembled under this intense Spiritual Pressure...

“This Xiao Yan is really strong. He has really broken through to the eighth tier. How
unbelievable...”

Xiong Zhan looked at the invisible light in the sky. The vast, mighty Spiritual Strength
there caused even him to feel a little afraid. His great strength revealed itself through his
physical body. However, if one were to compare their souls, it was likely that two Xiong
Zhan would not be able to match one Xiao Yan.

The river-like Spiritual Strength continued to spread for a couple of minutes before
gradually disappearing. At the same time, that invisible light slowly appeared in front of
Xiong Zhan’s eyes.

The light scattered and a human figure vaguely appeared. At a careful glance, it was
surprisingly Xiao Yan. However, the body of the current Xiao Yan seemed to be
extremely illusionary...




“This is... a soul?”

Xiong Zhan stared at the illusionary Xiao Yan in the sky. His heart was suddenly startled
as he softly guessed.

Something like the soul was too illusionary and indistinct to the experts of this era.
Spiritual Strength was also colorless and without form. One would have difficulty
detecting and dealing with it. Very few people had seen something similar to a human-
shaped soul. After all, forming an illusionary soul into a human form, which did not
scatter for a long time, was something that even some elite Dou Zuns had difficulty
achieving.

The “Xiao Yan” in the sky shook for a moment before suddenly lowering his head. He
looked to the stone chamber on the ground. There was a skinny figure slowly stepping
through empty air, walking over. Xiao Yan’s eyes swept over the figure and discovered
that it was Xiao Yan’s physical body...

While the physical body walked through the air toward the soul, the “Xiao Yan”
agglomerated by the soul also moved. It walked toward the actual body. The spiritual
body would shrink a little each time a foot landed. By the time the spiritual body had
arrived in front of his actual body, he had already transformed into a palm-sized cluster
of invisible light. After which, it drifted, landed on the actual body’s forehead, and
disappeared...

When the soul once again entered the spot between Xiao Yan’s brows, his body slightly
trembled. The spiritual pressure in the sky also disappeared at this moment.

Xiao Yan'’s body stood in the sky for awhile. His dark-black eyes once again recovered
his consciousness. He inhaled a deep breath of air and suddenly began to form some
seals with his hands. Following which, a mighty Spiritual Strength spread out from
between his brows at a lightning-like speed. Finally, it agglomerated into an invisible
Spiritual Handprint where Xiao Yan’s hand was.

“Big brother Xiong Zhan, try and receive a Spiritual Handprint of mine!”

A low, deep cry was emitted from Xiao Yan’s mouth. Immediately, his eyes turned to
Xiong Zhan below in an abrupt fashion as he laughed. That handprint, formed by a vast
and mighty spiritual pressure, transformed into lightning that rushed over to the top of a
mountain where Xiong Zhan was located!

“Ha ha, good!”

Xiong Zhan laughed out loud when he heard Xiao Yan’s laughter. Immediately, his large
fan-like hand was clenched. Both of his eyes narrowed as he stared at the mighty,
invisible strength that flashed across the sky.




That invisible Spiritual Handprint instantly arrived. After which, it collided violently
against the steel-like fist of Xiong Zhan. Immediately, a low, deep muffled sound
resounded over the entire mountain.

The two collided, but the expected energy ripple did not appear. As Zhong Zhan threw
his fist forward, his expression immediately changed. The strength of the Spiritual
Handprint was not very strong. However, when the two collided, he could sense a faint
pain and giddiness suddenly emitted from deep within his head. His feet withdrew,
taking two steps back before stabilizing his body.

“This... is this a spiritual attack?”

A grave expression surged up Xiong Zhan'’s face after he stabilized his body. Although
he did not use all of his strength earlier, Xiao Yan'’s strange attack was not something
that he could block by just relying on the strength of his physical body because it did not
attack one’s physical body but one’s soul instead...

Although this level of attack had great difficulty causing an opponent lethal harm, if one
were to suddenly use such an attack during battle, the temporary state of confusion
would be enough to cause the battle situation to change!

“It is rumored that the alchemists from ancient times were people that even some Dou
Qi experts did not dare to randomly offend. Spiritual attacks were difficult to detect and
defend against. However, the current alchemists seemed to have lost this kind of
training method. Hence, most of them had to rely on the strength of their Dou Qi when
battling with others....

Xiong Zhan revealed an expression of deep thought. He was a Magical Beast, so he
had lived for quite a long time. When the Pill Realm was still at its peak back then, he
was lucky enough to follow a renowned alchemist guru. Hence, he had a certain
understanding of things related to alchemists.

“Haha, big brother Xiong Zhan, are you alright?”

Xiao Yan in the sky slowly descended while Xiong Zhan was deep in thought. Finally,
he smiled at Xiong Zhan and inquired.

Xiong Zhan also shook off the thoughts in his heart after hearing Xiao Yan’s voice. He
raised his head and looked at Xiao Yan, only to involuntarily feel slightly startled. He did
not know whether it was an illusion, but he sensed Xiao Yan had gained an additional
demeanor that was difficult to detect when he looked at him. This kind of feeling was as
though he was currently not facing Xiao Yan but his soul...




“Looks like it should be a change that occurs after having advanced to a tier 8
alchemist...”

Xiong Zhan did not probe too deeply in regards to this. He smiled at Xiao Yan and said,
“This attack of brother Xiao Yan is really quite strong. If it was someone at a lower level,
it is likely that his consciousness would have been damaged under such a spiritual
attack.”

Xiong Zhan’s form of address had become much more familiar while speaking to Xiao
Yan. Although he was a Dou Zun class expert, the current Xiao Yan had already
advanced into the realm of a tier 8 alchemist guru. There would definitely be things that
he needed to request from the other party in the future...

Xiao Yan smiled. He did not filter off the slight change in Xiong Zhan. He involuntarily
sighed emotionally within his heart. The world of the strong was indeed one where
strength was honored. These words were especially suitable when used by Xiong Zhan,
with his forthright character.

“You have finally come out...”

A clear voice suddenly sounded from behind Xiao Yan. That voice naturally belonged to
Zi Yan, who had already waited to the point of being frustrated.

Xiao Yan turned around. He looked at Zi Yan, grinned, and asked, “How many days
have | been in this retreat?”

“Nearly eight days...” Zi Yan rolled her eyes as she replied. “If you were a little later, this
Pill Realm would have closed. At that time, you would have also lost the qualification to
join the competition.”

“Eight days huh... in that case, there is still one more day.” Xiao Yan slightly nodded.
Exhausting eight days did not exceed his expectations. He mused for a moment, took
the map out of his Storage Ring, and got his bearings. After which, his eyes turned to
the north as he said, “I have already gathered all of the task items. All | need to do is

hurry to the exit of the Pill Realm. What about you two?”

Hearing this, Zi Yan spread her hands as she said, “We will follow you fist. However,
there are members of the Pill Tower guarding the exit of the Pill Tower. Therefore, you
can only leave first once we get there. | will think of a way to leave myself.”

Xiao Yan slightly nodded. He was aware of some of Zi Yan’s abilities. Moreover, she
was able to enter this Pill Realm without anyone knowing. Naturally, she should have
the means to leave it.

“In that case... let's move. There is still some distance until that exit. We must increase
our speed in order to reach it before it closes.”




“Yes. Well, you should take care of this first. However, you must not monopolize it.” Zi
Yan suddenly opened her small hand and an emerald-green Storage Ring appeared.
The face of Xiong Zhan by the side twitched involuntarily when he saw this Storage
Ring.

“This is?” Xiao Yan was a little uncertain.

“Cough, this contains all the rare medicinal ingredients within the stone hall...” Xiong
Zhan behind Xiao Yan dryly coughed. His tone was a little dry when he spoke.

Xiao Yan was speechless when he heard his words. He looked at the urging eyes of Zi
Yan and involuntarily shook his head with a bitter smile. This little grandaunt was indeed
attempting to confiscate the fortune of others...

Xiao Yan received the Storage Ring in passing. It was a lie if Xiao Yan said that he was
not interested in all these medicinal ingredients. With this medicinal ingredient
warehouse, he would save tons of effort and time when he refined medicinal pills in the
future. After all, some of the medicinal ingredients within were quite difficult to find in the
outside world.

“Is big brother Xiong Zhan also following?” Xiao Yan put the Storage Ring on his finger,
coughed gently, and inquired.

“Yes. | will still need to rely on this little grandaunt if | wish to leave. Moreover, | will be
your bodyguard at the same time. Otherwise, if you end up meeting those fellows from
the last time along the way, your situation would be quite bad...” Xiong Zhan spoke as
he unwillingly shifted his eyes away from the Storage Ring on Xiao Yan’s finger.

“Haha, in that case, I'll trouble big brother Xiong Zhan.”

Xiao Yan involuntarily smiled when he heard this. He cupped his hands to Xiong Zhan
with gratitude and said, “In that case, let’s leave immediately...”

“Flying over by ourselves is really too troublesome...”

Xiong Zhan laughed. His mouth suddenly emitted a whistle. Immediately, a clear bird
cry resounded over the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. A moment later, an
enormous figure flew to the distant mountain range and lingered above the mountain.

“Let’s go. This Mysterious Bird Beast is extremely quick. Moreover, it also saves us
effort...”

Xiong Zhan waved his hand at Xiao Yan. After which, his foot stomped on the ground
and he rushed up. He steadily landed on the spacious back of the Mysterious Bird
Beast. Xiao Yan and Zi Yan closely followed.




“Cry!”

The enormous Mysterious Bird Beast emitted a sharp cry. Immediately, it flapped its
large wings. It carried a wild wind as it swiftly rushed to the north of the Pill Realm...
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Chapter 1179: Leaving the Pill Realm

The exit of the Pill Realm was located in the northern region. There was some distance
between it and the Ten Thousand Medicinal Mountain Range. Fortunately, this
Mysterious Bird Beast that Xiong Zhan had found was extremely fast. Based on its
speed, they should be able to reach the exit within a day.

Xiao Yan’s group also saw quite a number of competitors hurrying toward the exit along
the way. These people were envious of Xiao Yan’s group, who were riding on this large
bird. With this transportation, it was possible to save an endless amount of trouble.
Unfortunately, the Magical Beasts within this Pill Realm were all exceptionally violent.
Taming them was easier said than done...

According to the rules, if one failed to reach the exit before the Pill Realm was closed,
one would lose the qualification to continue participating in the competition. They only
had to wait two more days before the experts from the Pill Tower entered the Pill Realm
and brought all those who had remained within back. Hence, in order to get to the exit
during this remaining period of time, quite a number of competitors were swiftly hurrying
over.

Nearly a day’s time passed while they were hurrying over. By the time the sky of the
next day brightened, an enormous square that was built from large, white stones finally
appeared on the ground in the distance. One could even vaguely see some sesame-
seed-sized black figures on the square.

“This is the exit of the Pill Realm huh...”

Xiao Yan softly sighed within his heart as he studied the enormous square in the
distance. It was fortunate that he had not been delayed.

The Mysterious Bird Beast emitted a sharp cry. It inmediately flapped its large wings
and created some wild winds as it swiftly swept toward the square.

This enormous being, that had suddenly appeared in the sky, caused some of the
human figures in the square to throw cautious gazes over. The people present had
gained adeep understanding of the Magical Beasts within this Pill Realm during these




few days. Hence, they did not dare to underestimate the Mysterious Bird Beast after
having seen its enormous size.

The Mysterious Bird Beast lingered over the square in front of the numerous gazes
below. The three human figures on it rushed down before their feet landed in the
square.

Numerous gazes were immediately shot over after these three people appeared.
Immediately, their eyes contained shock as they swept them over Zi Yan and Xiong
Zhan. These two people were disproportionate. It was very difficult for others to treat
them as alchemists.

Xiao Yan'’s group did not bother with these gazes. His eyes swept over the square and
immediately paused on a couple of familiar figures at the front.

A lovely-looking, black-dressed, Cao Ying gracefully stood in the square near the front
with her ample figure clearly visible. Her pretty eyes paused on Xiao Yan the moment

he appeared. Only after seeing that nothing too serious had happened to him did she

softly sigh in relief.

The corner of Song Qing’s mouth twitched upon hearing her sigh as he stood beside
Cao Ying. His face immediately revealed an ashamed expression as he softly said,
“Fortunately nothing happened to brother Xiao Yan. | can also rest assured because of

this. Ying-er, that old fellow had secretly used some hidden force to forcefully push me
away. If I had not swiftly reacted, it is likely that the hidden force would have taken my
life.”

Cao Ying rolled her eyes upon hearing this. She covered her mouth and softly laughed,
“Senior Song need not blame yourself. Those who had remained behind at that time
were only awaiting death. How could Ying-er blame you?” Cao Ying’s face was covered
with smiles when she uttered these words. However, a faint iciness and abomination
flashed deep within her pretty eyes. Regardless of how strong she usually acted, she
was still a weak woman when faced with a critical life and death moment. All the little
actions of those around her would leave a deep impression in her heart.

Clearly, Song Qing had been blacklisted within her heart.

Song Qing was unable to see the emotion hidden within Cao Ying’s eyes. Hence, he
sighed in relief.

Xiao Yan in the distance swept his eyes across Cao Ying'’s lovely body, which created
an endless enchantment while she frowned. Her enchanting face revealed a rare, warm
smile when she saw him looking over.




Xiao Yan was stunned by Cao Ying’s warm smile. Although this witch usually smiled all
the time, her usual smile contained an aloof coldness. It was likely that even Song Qing
had never experienced something like this smile.

Xiao Yan returned a smile. After all he had not formed any grudges with Cao Ying and
this woman also possessed an extraordinary future. She might even become a powerful
person within the Pill Tower in the future. Establishing a good relationship with her was
definitely a good thing.

After having crossed eyes with Cao Ying for a moment, Xiao Yan swiftly slid his eyes
away. Next, they paused on another position. His eyes suddenly became cold.

“Old Mu Gu...”

A black-clothed man was seated in a cross-legged fashion at the spot where Xiao Yan’s
eyes landed. Surprisingly, it was Old Mu Gu, who had chased Xiao Yan but ended up
being forced to withdraw by Xiong Zhan.

Old Mu Gu sensed him the moment Xiao Yan had appeared. His eyes swept over and
paused on the strong-looking Xiong Zhan beside Xiao Yan. His eyebrows were knit as a
cold snort was emitted from his nostrils.

“Lucky fellow.”

Xiao Yan'’s eyes were dark and dense as he stared at Old Mu Gu. A moment later, he
slowly withdrew them. Those black-clothed helping out Old Mu Gu back then had
disappeared once again. However, Xiao Yan was aware that they were hidden among
the many alchemists here...

“Looks like this old fellow is also after the Three Thousand Burning Flame...”

Xiao Yan’s hand gently rubbed the ring on his finger. After which, he scanned the entire
square. While he swept his eyes, he discovered that there were quite a number at the
front who were experts of the older generation...

“The allure of the Three Thousand Burning Flame is really too great. In order to obtain
it, these people from the older generations can be said to have tossed aside their
face...”

Xiao Yan softly sighed within his heart. This was indeed worthy of being the Pill
Gathering. Without some genuine ability, attempting to stand out in this kind of situation,
where all the experts competed with each other, was likely impossible.

“That young lady called Dan Chen from the Dan clan arrived here a long time ago. This

”»

woman is definitely not someone ordinary...




Xiao Yan’s shifting eyes suddenly paused on a certain spot at the front. Dan Chen,
whom he had met a couple of times before, was at that spot. Her eyes was shut as she
recuperated. Xiao Yan held this seemingly weak young lady in high regard. He had
been unable to sense much when he had previously met her. However, now that he
looked at Dan Chen after his soul had advanced to the Soul State, he was somewhat
shocked to discover that there seemed to be an unusual suction force surging out of the
young lady’s body. This kind of suction force was unable to absorb Dou Qi. Instead, it
was used to absorb the soul. When Xiao Yan had made contact with her back then, the
unusual suction force he had felt should have been due to this thing...

“Her constitution should be a little special. Although her Spiritual Strength is unusually
powerful, her body is quite weak...”

Xiao Yan carefully studied her and immediately contemplated her constitution. There
were all sorts of unique things in this world. There would always be some people with
unusual constitutions. Some examples were the Woeful Poison Body of the Little Fairy
Doctor or the strange eyes of Qing Lin from back then...

“They are all extraordinary people...”

Xiao Yan softly shook his head. He could predict that the challenge of this Pill Gathering
would be the most intense one ever.

The number of competitors that arrived in this square grew with the flow of time.
Moreover, most of the people who arrived were strong. However, this did indeed make
sense when one thought about it. How could one not have some abilities after being
able to endure in this Pill Realm, a place of intense competition, until now?

Xiao Yan’s eyes also swept over the middle of the square while he waited. The space at
that spot was somewhat distorted. An old man in clothes representing the Pill Tower
was present near the distorted space. The old man was holding a walking stick, and the
skin on his face was just like that on a orange peel. The badge of the Pill Tower was
present on his chest. The tower on it was a bright purple-gold one.

“One of the eight great Elders of the Pill Tower...”

Some of the people in the square emitted a soft exclamation when they saw this unique
badge. After which, they immediately became silent.

The old man with the walking stick ignored the various sounds in the square. He was
just like an old monk in meditation and did not speak. At some point his eyelids slightly
twitched. Only then did he slowly open his eyes. His eyes randomly swept over the
square before he spoke in a faint voice, “Time’s up. Hand over your medicinal lists and
the medicinal ingredients you were tasked to find to the old me. After which, you can
leave this place and participate in the final part of the Pill Gathering competition.”




The walking stick suddenly cut gently across the distorted space after his voice
sounded. A dark-black spatial crack slowly appeared...

Some commotion occurred in the square after everyone heard the words of the old man
with the walking stick. The expressions of quite a number of people became dispirited.
Clearly, they did not complete their task this time around...

Soon after the words of the old man sounded, an indifferent, middle-aged man took the
lead to step forward. After which, he handed the medicinal list and the medicinal
ingredients to the old man, who checked the list before slightly nodding. At the same
time, that man stepped into the spatial crack and swiftly disappeared.

With a person taking the lead, the people behind began to step forward one after
another. They handed their things over before successfully entering the spatial line. Of
course, there were some among them who had yet to finish their assigned task. They
randomly took some medicinal ingredients in order to pass them off as the right items.
However, their things had just been taken out when the items were sent flying by the
walking stick of the old man. After which, they climbed out with ashen faces. Their faces
were bright-red.

Xiao Yan turned his head after seeing Cao Ying and the rest beginning to enter the
fissure. He said to Zi Yan, “I will make a move first. We will gather after we leave.”

“Yes.”

Xiao Yan smiled when he heard her reply. He tidied his robes and swiftly walked up to
the old man in front of the many envious gazes around him. After which, he took out the
medicinal list and medicinal ingredients from his Storage Ring. The old man received
them and checked them over before randomly glancing at Xiao Yan and nodding

Xiao Yan respectfully cupped his hands to the old man. After which, his eyes turned to
the dark-black spatial line. A quiet, gentle breath was being inhaled in his heart. He was
finally another step closer to the Three Thousand Burning Flame!
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Chapter 1180: Main Event

This place was a stadium that was so large that it caused one to feel astounded. A
densely packed sea of people covered the ground as far as one could see. An earth-
shaking, boiling noise resounded across the sky like the roar of a large dragon. Under




this terrifying sonic wave, even the cloud layer in the sky had been destroyed until only
pieces were left...

Many stone platforms floated in the air above the square. These stone platforms were
the most dazzling because the final face-off of this Pill Gathering would occur on them.

After the somewhat low spirits of the last few days, the liveness of the square had
undoubtedly reached a peak because today was the day the the Pill Realm was
opening. Only those alchemists who had successfully walked out of the Pill Realm
would possess the qualification to continue participating in the Pill Gathering!

The atmosphere of the open ground was fiery hot. A countless number of gazes were
focused on the middle of the square. There was an enormous door that was constructed
using black rocks at that spot. The spatial ripple at the large door had revealed a
distorted feeling. This was the exit of the Pill Realm. Soon after, the competitors who
had successfully passed the second hurdle would be walking out of there...

The Little Fairy Doctor’s group’s eyes were focused on the large spatial door on the tall
stage of the stadium. Their faces contained a slight anxiety. Although they were
confident in Xiao Yan’s abilities, they were also aware of the intensity of the competition
in the Pill Realm...

“Ke ke, there is no need to worry. Many competitors have shattered their spatial stones
and come out during this period of time. If Xiao Yan had come out, he would definitely
have come looking for us.” Ye Zong by the side smiled when he saw their eyes, so he
spoke in a comforting manner. Immediately, he felt that these words were not really
appropriate. He dryly laughed and said, “Moreover, with Xiao Yan’s intelligence, passing
the second hurdle should not be much of a problem.”

The Little Fairy Doctor could only helplessly shake her head in the face of Ye Zhong’s
comfort. She was just about to speak when her pretty eyes suddenly swept to the
square. The spatial door at the spot had suddenly emitted waves of intense spatial
ripples.

“The large spatial door has been opened!”

The sea of people that stretched endlessly immediately emitted a soul-stirring cheer
when the spatial ripple appeared. Immediately, a countless number of heated eyes
swung around. After which, they paused on the large spatial door.

All the eyes present looked down as the fluctuation from the spatial door became more
intense. In the end, numerous figures began to slowly walk out. Their legs landed on the
ground of the square amid the cheers of everyone present.

A deafening cheer erupted from the viewing gallery when they watched these
competitors successfully come out. Those who could arrive at this place were alread




considered among the top alchemists across the entire continent. Even if they were to
give up participating in the competition now, they would still be treated as VIPs by some
factions.

The cheers grew louder as more and more human figures walked out of the spatial door
one after another. The large square trembled under this terrifying sound.

The spatial door rippled once again. Immediately, an extremely eye-catching, graceful
figure slowly walked out. Finally, the figure was exposed under the warm sunlight.
Immediately, the cheers in the arena reached a high tide. The name Cao Ying was quite
renowned. Everyone knew that she had the ability to compete for the champion spot
this time around.

Compared to Cao Ying, the limelight that Song Qing enjoyed was clearly dimmer. Even
though he was also considered a genius, he ultimately had difficulty competing with the
limelight of demonic talent.

A large group of people walked out after Cao Ying. However, the Little Fairy Doctor’s
group was unable to find Xiao Yan’s figure no matter how they searched. Her pretty
face immediately changed a little and her hands involuntarily tightened. If any accident
were to occur to Xiao Yan within the Pill Realm, it was difficult to imagine just what kind
of madness she would descend into...

Ye Zhong by the side did not dare to say anything as he looked at the Little Fairy
Doctor’s darkening face. His heart was beginning to feel uncertain. The greatest enemy
within the Pill Realm was not the Magical Beasts within it but the other competitors. In
order to enable oneself to gain an additional chance to succeed, some strong people
would likely kill the competitors who could threaten them...

Other places were filled with joyful, earth-shaking cheers, but this small area appeared
exceptionally quiet. At this moment, even Tian Huo zun-zhe had involuntarily knit his
eyebrows. His finger, which had originally been placed together, had parted without him
realizing it.

The spatial large door once again rippled when the hearts of the Little Fairy Doctor and
the rest had sunk. A skinny figure slowly appeared. Finally, he stepped out of the large
spatial door and landed on the ground.

“It's big brother Xiao Yan!”

Xin Lan hurriedly cried out. A joy quickly surfaced on her face when she saw this skinny
figure.




The hearts of the Little Fairy Doctor’s group shook when they heard her voice. Their
eyes swiftly looked over and did indeed see an unusually familiar figure. Immediately,
the few of them sighed in relief.

“Ke ke, | have already said that it is impossible for Xiao Yan to not be able to pass this
second hurdle with his strength...” The heavy burden in Ye Zhong’s heart was lifted at
this moment as he laughed.

Xiao Yan, who was walking out of the large spatial door, suddenly turned his eyes over
while everything was sighing in relief. He immediately smiled and nodded to the group.

“This fellow...”

The Little Fairy Doctor involuntarily shook her head and spoke in a soft, helpless
manner when she saw Xiao Yan’s energetic appearance.

Xiao Yan was involuntarily a little absent-minded as he heard the surrounding loud
voices from the middle of the square. The time he had spent within the Pill Realm had
indeed been quiet, but it had seemed to be lacking something. Only now that he had left
did he realize that the Pill Realm lacked people.

Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept in all directions as he stood on the square. He looked at the
spatial large door that was still continuously spitting out people. His eyes involuntarily
became a little surprised. The numbers on this square reached at least a thousand. He
did not expect so many people to last after those two elimination rounds. An alchemist
gathering involving such numbers was something that even the Jia Ma Empire
Alchemist Grand Meeting back then was far from being able to compare with. Of
course, this was not only in terms of numbers. There was also a difference in quality.
Any random person in this place would easily be able to be the champion of that
Alchemist Grand Meeting...

Xiao Yan’s sweeping eyes suddenly paused on the highest seats in the square a
moment later. That spot contained a vast, mighty aura that caused even Xiao Yan to
feel some pressure.

“The three giant heads of the Pill Tower huh...”
Xiao Yan'’s eyes swept over those three figures. He was a little startled because he

discovered the pretty woman in cheongsam, whom he had never met before, carefully
studying him.

Although Xiao Yan had never met this pretty woman, he was aware of her status just
from the place she was standing. His heart was slightly shocked. An existence of this
level was not someone the current him could offend. Hence, he did not dare to pause
his eyes for too long. All he did was glance over before quickly shifting his eyes away...




“Is he Xiao Yan? Yao Chen’s disciple?”

The pretty woman stared at Xiao Yan from the tall platform, which had everyone’s
attention, before she suddenly inquired.

“Ha ha, yup, he’s Xiao Yan...” Xuan Kong Zi by the side smiled and nodded. His eyes
swept over Xiao Yan and his expression suddenly changed. A surprised gasp was
emitted from his mouth.

“‘Have you discovered it? The spiritual ripple of this little fellow seems to be a little
unusual. If | have guessed correctly, he should have already touched the Soul State...”
The pretty woman slightly smiled and softly spoke.

“It does have some appearance of the Soul State...” The dark-skinned elder by her side
also nodded in a somewhat stern manner. Surprise flashed across his face as he said,
“The eyesight of this old fellow Yao Chen is really good. How envious...”

“If he has really advanced to the soul state, even Cao Ying and Dan Zhen would have
some difficulty defeating him in this Pill Gathering...” The pretty woman laughed.

Xuan Kong Zi nodded. Xiao Yan had not gave him such a feeling when he had last met
him. Clearly, this kind of transformation should be related to this trip to the Pill Realm.

“Ugh. Can it really be so tough to beat that old fellow once...”

The spatial door in the square continued to ripple for nearly half an hour before it finally
slowed. The distorted space ripple slowly disappeared. The spatial large door once
again recovered its calmness.

The number of competitors in the square had increased significantly by the time the
spatial door was shut. This caused Xiao Yan’s heart to be slightly startled. These people
seemed to be outstanding alchemist who had come from all over the Dou Qi continent.
One would have to step over the heads of all these people in order to become the Pill
Gathering champion. That person would have to climb up step-by-step until they
reached the peak!

The originally noisy square had become much quieter the moment the large spatial door
was shut. Everyone knew that what occurred next would be the main event of this Pill
Gathering!

Xuan Kong Zi’'s eyes swept over the square from the tall stage. His gentle cough
resounded by the side of everyone’s ears, causing everyone’s eyes to gather on him.

“First of all, congratulations to all of you who are able to stand here. You have all
passed the second round of eliminations... however, you should all be aware that this




next round is the most important event of the Pill Gathering. The one who can stand
until the end will become the champion this time around!

“The stone platforms in the sky are the stages for you to perform. Hopefully, you will be
able to unleash the brightest moment in your life at that spot!

“Glory will be born amid all of you!”

This short speech was just like the spark that lit the explosives. Suddenly, the open
ground boiled!

The grandest meeting within the alchemist world had finally arrived at this moment!
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Chapter 1181: Blood Demon Flame

Xuan Kong Zi involuntarily smiled as he looked over boiling the square. The atmosphere
was something that only existed during the Pill Gathering even when compared to other
events across the entire continent.

“All competitors, please take your places. The final competition is not limited by any
rules. All of you will have to use your full effort to refine the medicinal pill that you are
best at refining!”

The blood of the many competitors in the arena gradually boiled when they heard the
elderly voice of Xuan Kong Zi resounding over the sky. Everyone looked at each other
before a loud ‘bang’ sounded. One could see numerous figures suddenly rushing to the
arena. Figures rushed in all directions at that moment. Even the scattering sunlight was
slightly blocked by them.

There were many stone platforms in the sky. It was not a problem for them to hold all of
the remaining competitors. Even though the competitors had already undergone two
rounds of elimination, where nearly ninety percent had been eliminated, the remaining
number was still quite large. Over a thousand people lifting their cauldrons together.
This scene would be spectacular.

Xiao Yan was also mixed within the human figures that came in all directions. He did not
hurry to choose his own stone platform. Instead, he allowed the many figures to rushed
onto the stone stages. Some of the competitors had even ended up fighting over some
of the stone platforms.




Xiao Yan remained in the air. Only after most of the people had chosen their platforms
did he step through the air and slowly land on a stone platform closer to the edge. One
must be completely focused when refining medicinal pills. Almost every spot in the
middle areas had been occupied. Should one end up being disturbed while refining pills,
it would really be too late to cry.

The size of this stone platform Xiao Yan had landed on was not large. It was only two to
three feet in size. However, it was big enough to hold a person. He crossed his legs and
sat down after having found his spot. After which, his eyes swept in all directions. They
swept over Cao Ying, Dan Zhen, and Song Qing. The three of them some distance
away. However, they did not snatch the middle stone platforms that appeared to
possess a grand atmosphere. Instead, they had found quiet stone stages near the
edges.

Xiao Yan’s eyes swept over the three before suddenly pausing on a floating stone
platform that was not far from those three. A black human figure was sitting there with
his eyes shut, recuperating.

“This fellow... he is hiding his true aura again...”

Xiao Yan stared at the black figure. His eyebrows slightly frowned. Currently, old Mu Gu
no longer had the strength he had displayed back in the Pill Realm. His aura had
become quite normal and was unnoticable from an ordinary competitor’s aura.
However, after that incident, Xiao Yan's group was aware that this old fellow was
definitely an extremely troublesome enemy!

“This Old Mu Gu is also a tier 8 alchemist. This kind of level is likely one that very few
people among these competitors can surpass. Although | only need to enter the top ten
in order to obtain the opportunity to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame, this old
fellow is extremely mistrusting. He would not allow others to touch the Three Thousand
Burning Flame before him. Moreover, he was also a member of the Hall of Souls. If he
were to obtain the champion spot of the Pill Tower’s Pill Gathering, the Pill Tower would
likely end up looking bad when the topic was brought up in the future. Hence, this old
fellow will definitely choose to take the champion spot if he has the chance.”

Xiao Yan revealed a thoughtful expression. Although he could be considered to have
advanced to the eighth tier within the Pill Realm, he had, after all, just entered it. There
would definitely be a gap between him and an old demon like Old Mu Gu. After all, this
old fellow was an expert from the same generation as Yao Lao. How could he be an
ordinary person? Despite putting it this way, Xiao Yan had no solution. The only thing
Xiao Yan could do was put in all his effort and give it a try. In any case, he adopted the
thought of obtaining the Three Thousand Burning Flame. If this old fellow wanted to
hinder, he could only violently give him a kick...




The chaos in the sky gradually ceased while this thought was lingering within Xiao
Yan’s heart. All the competitors had found their own stone platforms and were
beginning to arrange their things in preparation of refining pills.

“Bang!”

Xuan Kong Zi’s eyes slowly swept over those stone platforms in the air. A moment later,
he raised his head and looked at the sky. He gently waved his sleeves and a bell clearly
chimed for a long time over the competition grounds.

“It is time. Everyone, please raise your cauldrons and refine your pills!”
Bang! Bang! Bang!

Xuan Kong Zi’'s words had just sounded when the atmosphere instantly solidified. Soon
after, medicinal cauldron rushed out from all directions. They eventually landed on the
ground. Ringing metallic sounds continuously resonated across the sky.

Some low uproars resounded over the square as everyone looked at the densely
packed medicinal cauldron. This was likely the first time that they had seen so many
high grade medicinal cauldrons appearing at the same time...

After most of the alchemists had summoned their medicinal cauldrons, some sizzling
sounds began to resound over the sky. Immediately, numerous flames rose. Looking
from a distance, it appeared as though they were a fireworks, causing the entire sky to
look unusually brilliant.

Xiao Yan quietly sat cross-legged on the stone platform. He was not in a hurry to refine
a medicinal pill. Instead, his eyes were slightly shut as he arranged the thoughts within
his mind.

The medicinal pill that he planned to refine during this Pill Gathering was naturally the
Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill, which he had prepared the medicinal ingredients for.
This medicinal pill was at the peak of the seventh tier. If one were smoothly refine it, it
could even advance to the eighth tier. It could also be considered an extremely high tier
medicinal pill. If he could refine it, he should be able to gain the qualification to compete
with all the experts.

Cao Ying did not immediately act either. While Xiao Yan shut his eyes and fell deep into
thought, she had shut her eyes and recuperated for awhile before slowly summoning
her medicinal cauldron...

Cao Ying summoned her medicinal cauldron in front of everyone before flicking her
finger. A cluster of red, eye-piercing flame slowly rose from her palm.




The flame was a bright-red color that was extremely eye-catching. It even appeared to
be a little denser than fresh blood. While the flame rose, it was possible to vaguely see
a tiny figure leaping within it like a fire spirit...

This cluster of unusually red flames had just appeared when the flame within the
cauldron of the surrounding alchemists slightly fluctuated. These shocked individuals
hurriedly focused their minds to control their faces. After which, they tossed shocked
gazes at Cao Ying.

“This is... Blood Demon Flame?”

The ripple that had suddenly appeared also attracted Xiao Yan’s attention. He turned
his eyes before pausing them on the red-colored fresh-blood-like flame on Cao Ying's
palm. He was slightly startled as shock flashed across his eyes.

Xiao Yan possessed an understanding of this kind of strange flame that Cao Ying had
summoned. He had seen it in some of the books Yao Lao had left behind. This so-
called Blood Demon Flame was not a flame that was naturally formed. It was not
overboard to say that it was a man-made flame similar to Xiao Yan’s Life
Transformation Flame. However, the formation of this Blood Demon Flame was a little
unique because this thing was not formed from flames. Instead, it required one to gather
the blood of nearly a thousand fire affinity Magical Beasts and merge the fire affinity
blood together. Finally, it would use the fire affinity energy within the blood to form a
flame...

This flame that took shape would become the Blood Demon Flame. Of course, this
flame was divided between the strong and the weak. The factor that separated the
strong and weak was determined by the completeness of the tiny human figure within
the flame. From the looks of the human figure within the flame on Cao Ying’s hands, it
was obvious that this flame was an extremely powerful Blood Demon Flame. It was
likely even stronger than Xiao Yan'’s Life Transformation Flame if one wished to
compare them.

The strength of the Blood Demon Flame was quite great. However, the method to
create it was overly harsh. If one did not have the support of a large fortune, one would
definitely be unable to gather the blood of nearly a thousand fire affinity Magical Beasts.

“That Cao clan is extremely wealthy. They are able to create this Blood Demon Flame
for Cao Ying...” Xiao Yan quietly sighed. With this Blood Demon Flame, Cao Ying would
definitely be like a tiger with the addition of wings. Her chances of successfully refining a
pill would significantly increase.

After Cao Ying, Song Qing and Dan Chen in the distance summoned their own flames.
The flames of the both of them were beast flames. Although their flames could not be
compared to Cao Ying’s Blood Demon Flame, they could be ranked among the top of
the beast flames. They could also be considered a potent weapon in pill refinement.




“Sizzle!”

Xiao Yan’s eyes had just been withdrawn when an unusually hot wave, he was familiar
with, was suddenly emitted. He lifted his eyebrows and turned his head. It was possible
to see that Old Mu Gu clenching his fist. The deep-blue Sea Heart Flame rose. After
which, it transformed into a fire snake that danced around his body.

The couple of alchemist’s expression, closest to Old Mu Gu, suddenly changed when
the Sea Heart Flame appeared because they had discovered that the interior of their
medicinal cauldrons had wiggled intensely at this moment. After which, a ‘bang’ sound
appeared and the interior of their cauldrons exploded. A hot wind caused a couple of
people, who were unable to react in time, to fall from their stone platforms.

‘Heavenly Flame?”
A countless number of gazes in the square immediately shot over upon seeing this

scene. Numerous exclamations resounded one after another. This was the first time
that they had seen a Heavenly Flame in a Pill Gathering.

Old Mu Gu merely lifted the corner of his mouth into a cold smile when those unlucky
fellows were implicated. The Sea Heart Flame danced around his body. It appeared just

like an emperor among the tens of thousands of flames, and it was receiving the
worship of the many flames...

The fire snake that the Sea Heart Flame had transformed into lingered around Old Mu
Gu. It appeared as though it was acting triumphant.

Xiao Yan glanced indifferently at Old Mu Gu whose cold smile was visible on the corner
of his mouth. A grin was also slowly lifted onto Xiao Yan’s face. He gently clenched his
hand and a jade-colored flame suddenly rushed out. It transformed into a fire dragon
and emitted a strange roar at the Sea Heart Flame from a great distance!

“Bang!”

The Sea Heart Flame, which was lingering around Old Mu Gu, immediately became
sluggish amid the roar of the Glazed Lotus Heart Flame. The flame immediately rushed
to Old Mu Gu’s palm in front of a countless number of stunned eyes, as though it was
fleeing for its life...
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Chapter 1182: Start of the Pill Refinement




“Clamor!”

The entire square once again emitted wave after wave of uproars as they looked at the
sudden scene that appeared in the sky. Numerous shocked eyes slid to the jade-green
fire dragon surging out of Xiao Yan’s body. This fire was unafraid of even the other
party’s Heavenly Flame. Clearly, this jade-green flame should also be a kind of
Heavenly Flame. Moreover, its position on the Heavenly Flame Ranking was likely even
higher than the deep-blue flame of Old Mu Gu.

The roaring jade-green flame was clearly targeting Old Mu Gu. Hence, the other
alchemists did not feel too much of a disruption. However, they still sensed the flame
within their medicinal cauldron become much more violent when the roar sounded.
Their expressions immediately changed. They were quite helpless in the face of the
Heavenly Flames, which were the strongest of all flames...

Xuan Kong Zi and the others on the tall stage revealed shocked expressions in their
eyes when they saw the jade-green fire dragon that Xiao Yan had summoned. Their
eyebrows were knit together a moment later as they talked somewhat uncertainly, “If |
have guessed correctly, the Heavenly Flame of the black-clothed person should be the
Sea Heart Flame ranked fifteenth. That jade-green Heavenly Flame of Xiao Yan should
be ranked even higher than the Sea Heart Flame, but why is it that | feel an unfamiliar
with it?”

“There is indeed something not quite right. Although there are colors among the top
fifteen flames that are similar to it, it is still possible to find a lot of differences if one

were to carefully compare them.” The pretty woman nodded slightly and replied with
surprise, “Could it be that this little fellow has found a new Heavenly Flame?”

Endless nature hid a countless amount of secrets. A natural item like the Heavenly
Flame was even more mysterious. The Heavenly Flame Ranking might possess a great
authority, but it did not mean the Heavenly Flames of this world were only limited to
what was ranked. Hence, the pretty woman had made this conjecture.

“I'm not certain. However, | can pick up scent of the Green Lotus Core Flame within the
jade-green flame, yet the position of the Green Lotus Heart Flame is a little behind that
of the Sea Heart Flame. How could it possibly cause the Sea Heart Flame to fear it?”
That dark-skinned Elder revealed an expression of thought as he replied.

“Ke ke, looks like this little fellow possesses many secrets. The Pill Gathering this time
around is going to be very interesting. It has been many years since a battle between
Heavenly Flames has appeared...” Xuan Kong Zi faintly smiled, but he did not probe too
much into the matter.

The pretty woman and the dark-skinned Elder slowly nodded upon hearing his words.

“‘Hmph!”




Old Mu Gu glanced at the deep-blue flame that had shrunk back into his hand. After
which, his eyes stared at the distant Xiao Yan in a dense manner. He let out a cold
snort and once again withdrew his gaze. He flicked his finger and the flame stood in the
interior of his medicinal cauldron. At this moment, he did not have the time to bother
with Xiao Yan. Once he had finished all of his tasks, he would take good care of this
hateful fellow.

Xiao Yan faintly smiled after having shaved down Old Mu Gu’s spirit. He finally withdrew
his eyes. With a wave of his hand, the bright-red Ten Thousand Beast Cauldron
appeared in front of him. He gently waved his sleeves and the jade-green fire dragon
rushed down from the sky. Finally, it entered the medicinal cauldron. A fierce flame
swiftly caused the ice-cold medicinal cauldron’s temperature to rise.

After the temperature within the medicinal cauldron gradually rose, Xiao Yan’s hand
rubbed through the air and numerous medicinal ingredients immediately flew out of his
Storage Ring. Finally, they remained suspended around his stone stage. At a brief
glance, it was likely there were a hundred of them. The degree of complication in the
refinement of a medicinal pill at the tier of the Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill was
unimaginable. If someone whose spiritual control failed to meet the criteria attempted it,
it was likely one would have a headache by just simply looking at the many medicinal
ingredients. The thing that gave one an even greater headache was that one needed to
use a frighteningly accurate method to refine it.

Xiao Yan shook his hand after having taken out these ingredients. Three jade boxes
appeared before gently floating in front of him. The interior of these jade boxes
contained the three key medicinal ingredients needed to refine the Bone Growing Blood
Fusing Pill!

Xiao Yan’s expression became grave after preparing everything. The Bone Growing
Blood Fusing Pill was the highest tier medicinal pill would be the highest tier of pill he
had ever attempted. It was also the toughest. If one were careless, one’s ending would
likely be extremely miserable. After all, something like pill refinement would frequently
cause one to fall from the heavens into hell within a moment.

The refinement method of the Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill quietly flowed around
Xiao Yan’s mind like flowing water. All the details that he needed to pay attention to
were being firmly remembered in Xiao Yan’s heart...

“‘Hu...”

Xiao Yan exhaled a deep breath of air. His narrowed eyes were slightly opened and a
sternness flashed across them. With a wave of his sleeves, a couple of medicinal
ingredients were separated from the bulk and tossed into the medicinal cauldron one
after another.




Once the medicinal ingredients entered the medicinal cauldron, they swiftly withered
under the terrifying temperature of the Glazed Lotus Heart Flame. After which, under
Xiao Yan'’s extremely powerful spiritual control, the couple of medicinal ingredients were
refined into pure medicinal powder within a short ten minutes. They were left gently
suspended in a corner of the medicinal cauldron after a thought flashed through Xiao
Yan’s mind...

After having refined the first batch of pure medicinal powder with the fastest speed, Xiao
Yan'’s expression did not change. His hand continued to wave and medicinal ingredients
began to continuously rush into the medicinal cauldron. However, regardless of just how
numerous and messy these medicinal ingredients were, they were unable to cause Xiao
Yan to feel any panic. Moreover, the good thing about having advanced to a tier 8
alchemist was finally beginning to expose itself. Xiao Yan could clearly sense the flame
would immediately change with his thought when he refined medicinal ingredients. After
which, it would refine the medicinal ingredient to the highest purity.

The thing that caused Xiao Yan to feel the greatest surprise was that these medicinal
ingredients that he had refined seemed to have been vaguely mixed with a trace of
extremely faint spiritual aura. Although this kind of spiritual aura was extremely faint, it
was still able to quietly but significantly improve the medicinal powder refined.

“A tier 8 alchemist is indeed extraordinary...”

Xiao Yan involuntarily felt joy flash across his heart when he sensed the small spiritual
auras. This little spiritual aura, that was mixed in, should not be underestimated. The
medicinal pill that was eventually refined by using these medicinal powders would
definitely be more than a level higher in quality when compared with a similar medicinal
pills that were refined by tier 7 alchemists.

Xiao Yan had swiftly refined one-third of the medicinal ingredient into medicinal powders
and medicinal liquids within a short half an hour or so.

Xiao Yan'’s expression was still extremely solemn while refining these many medicinal
ingredients. He gently exhaled a breath of air as his eyes turned to the three jade boxes
in front of him. He could squander the other medicinal ingredients as he pleased.
However, he tried his best to be careful when it came to these three key ingredients.

A jade box flew away with a flick of Xiao Yan’s finger, revealing a jade-green, dry vine.
A rich life force spread out of it. This thing was one of the key items used to refine the
Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill, the Ten Thousand Year Old Green Spiritual Vine.

Xiao Yan hesitated for a moment as he looked at this dry vine. He waved his hand and
threw it into his medicinal cauldron. He hurriedly focus his mind on controlling the flame.

The flame fiercely burned within the medicinal cauldron. That seemingly weak Ten
Thousand Year Old Green Spiritual Vine did not show the slightest change even after




being subjected to such a high temperature. If one were to look carefully, one would be
able to discover a slight fluorescent light being emitted from the dry vine, isolating it
from the high temperature.

All the intelligent beings on the continent possessed an ability to protect themselves.
This did not cause Xiao Yan to be surprised. As long as he persisted during this
stalemate, he would sooner or later be able to refine this Ten Thousand Year Old Green
Spiritual Vine...

Xiao Yan slightly shut his eyes while maintaining his flame. If he wanted to refine this
Ten Thousand Year Old Green Spiritual Vine, the time needed would likely be a lot...

Of course, things were indeed just as Xiao Yan had expected. This refinement lasted for
nearly half a day or so. Only then did the Ten Thousand Year Old Green Spiritual Vine
gradually break apart. Droplets of a jade-green liquid had become partially visible within
the crevices.

After the surface of the Ten Thousand Year Old Green Spiritual Vine had been broken,
everything else had become much more relaxing. The Ten Thousand Year Old Green
Spiritual Vine eventually transformed into a cluster of emerald-green liquid after Xiao
Yan spent another hour. It remained suspended in the flame as though it possessed
some life, slowly wiggling as it did so.

Xiao Yan sighed in relief when he looked at the emerald liquid that this Ten Thousand
Year Old Green Spiritual Vine had transformed into. He immediately waved his hand
and the many medicinal powders and medicinal liquids suspended in the corner of the
medicinal cauldron swiftly rushed forth. They were all thrown into the emerald-colored
liquid under the control of Xiao Yan’s grave face...

This initial merger step was done quite perfectly by Xiao Yan. Around an hour or so, a
cluster of liquid items surfaced in the jade-green flame.

The first refinement step had been successful. Even Xiao Yan himself was quite
surprised at this point. However, he also understood that the reason he had been able
to reach this stage was mostly because his soul had advanced to the Soul State in the
Pill Realm. In the past, things would not have been so smooth even if he could succeed.

Xiao Yan rested a little after completing the first step. After which, he placed all of his
attention on the even more complicated subsequent refinements.

Many stone platforms were suspended in the sky. All the competitors within those stone
platforms were currently controlling their flames with grave faces as they refined a
medicinal pill within their own medicinal cauldrons. The entire place was very quiet.
Countless numbers of gazes were gathered on these busy people in the sky...

They were waiting for the arrival of the final day...




The Pill Gathering would reach its climax at that time!
The champion of the Pill Gathering would also appear on that day!

Although the wait was dull, everything was worthwhile for the most exciting moment of
their lives!
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Chapter 1183: Pill Lightning Repeatedly Appearing

Pill Refinement was an extremely time consuming task. It was not rare for one to refine
a medicinal pill for ten days to half a month...

The people seated here were clearly aware of this kind of situation. Therefore, they did
not appear impatient because of the long wait. Most of those who could hurry to Holy
Pill City to observe were those who had some strength. They also naturally possessed
this kind of necessary patience.

Time quietly flowed by amid the countless number of anticipatory gazes. Five days
quietly passed within the short blink of an eye.

The refinement in the sky had appeared quite calm during these five days. However,
there would occasionally be some low, deep voices being emitted. These were the
cauldron explosion sounds that were emitted when a problem appeared during the
refinement.

There was also a small portion of alchemists who had successfully refined their
medicinal pills during these five days. However, when their medicinal pills were refined,
they understood that their participation in this competition had come to an end because
the medicinal pills of a higher tier required a longer time. Those like them... could only
be the characters who filled the bottom spots.

The gazes of the entire place did not linger on the small number of alchemists who had
finished refining their medicinal pills. Most gazes were pausing on Cao Ying, Song Qing,
and some of the other alchemist grandmasters with great reputations. They were aware
that the competition between these people was where the most interesting part of this
Pill Gathering lay.

Xiao Yan had made a mistake once during these five days. An extremely careless
mistake while merging the Snow Bone Ginseng made him decisively abandon the
refinement and choose to refine all over again.




Fortunately, no errors occurred when he merged the Snow Bone Ginseng a second
time. After all, Xiao Yan had only prepared two sets of medicinal ingredients. If he were
to fail, he would have to find some other method.

Xiao Yan'’s shut eyes were slowly opened when the sun on the fifth day had risen to the
middle of the sky. His expression was solemn as he looked at the interior of the
medicinal cauldron. There were three clusters of medicinal liquids. These three things
might appear inconspicuous, but they emitted a concentrated, pure medicinal strength
that caused one shake...

These three types of things were the result of Xiao Yan’s refinement during these five
days. Currently, his refinement had been successfully completed. Next, he needed to
perfectly merge these three things together and calcinate them until they took an
embryonic form before becoming a pill...

Merger was the most important step in pill refinement. Moreover, Xiao Yan currently did
not possess many medicinal ingredients. He could not easily fail during this merger.
Otherwise, he would not only exhaust time, but the exhaustion of one’s Spiritual
Strength would also be terrifying. Refining a medicinal pill of this tier was quite a tiring
event. How could it last for so long...

Xiao Yan tried his best to maintain his peak condition. His eyes swiftly glanced at Cao
Ying in the distance. Old Mu Gu and the rest were currently controlling the medicinal
cauldron within the flame with grave expressions. There was a faint energy ripple being
spreading from them...

“The medicinal cauldron of these fellows are not ordinary items. They kept over half of
the ripples in the medicinal cauldron. Otherwise, | would be able to guess just what tier
the medicinal pill they were refining belonged to...

Xiao Yan slightly sighed in his heart when he saw the focused manner of Cao Ying and
the others. He quickly withdrew his attention and inhaled a deep breath of hot air. His
grave eyes turned to the interior of his medicinal cauldron. A thought passed through his
mind and the Glazed Lotus Heart Flame lingering within the medicinal cauldron swiftly
swept forth, wrapping around all three types of pure medicinal liquids!

The step of merging Medicinal Strength imposed a harsh requirement on the
alchemists’ control ability. Even the slightest unexpected change during this period
would lead to one’s effort going to waste.

Hence, this step was unusually important!

Xiao Yan clearly understood this point. Hence, he focused all of his attention. A mighty
Spiritual Strength filled every corner of the medicinal cauldron. Any slight changes
within it would instantly be fed to his mind.




Under Xiao Yan'’s grave treatment, there was fortunately not many mistakes during the
merger. Although this merger process was extremely slow, who would dare increase
one’s speed at this moment.

Stability held the priority in everything!

The time required to merge medicinal strengths was the longest among all of the many
pill refining steps. Xiao Yan’s merger continued for nearly ten days before it finally
approached the end...

Time swiftly flowed by like sand between one’s fingers. Half a month passed within the
blink of an eye. An increasing number of alchemists had refined their medicinal pills
during this period. Hence, the competition grounds were filled with pill fragrances that
would not scatter. After inhaling a breath of air, the tiredness that had resulted from the
long wait had also suddenly disappeared...

Although an increasing number of competitors had successfully refined their medicinal
pills, not a single one of those medicinal pills successfully stirred the appearance of Pill
Lightning. The best among them merely stirred some dark clouds in the sky. However,
not even the flash of lightning appeared within the clouds let alone a true Pill Lightning
descending from it.

Not many people felt disappointed about this situation because they knew the Pill
Gathering was gradually approaching its climax. The medicinal pills that were currently
being refined had already climbed to the sixth tier. It was likely that a true tier 7
medicinal pill would be successfully refined very soon.

Xiao Yan ignored the change in the outside world. His eyes were unblinking as they
remained locked on the interior of the medicinal cauldron. After ten long and slow days
of merging the medicinal strengths, there was a vague fist-sized round-ball-like thing
within the flame in his medicinal cauldron.

This small ball was formed from over a hundred medicinal ingredients’ essence
strength. However, the medicinal pill was still only in its embryonic form...

Although it could not even be called an embryonic form, the most difficult refinement
step was at least over. Next, as long as Xiao Yan’s condition was stable, he would truly
be able to refine this Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill!

However, before the complete pill formed, he still require some brewing time.
“‘Bang!”

The deep sound of thunder suddenly resounded over the sky above the somewhat hot
area. Immediately, countless numbers of eyes were shifted over. They saw that dark




clouds had unknowingly appeared in the sky. However, the interior of these dark clouds
emitted rumbling thunder, clearly a sign of Pill Lightning forming.

“Pill Lightning? There is a tier 7 medicinal pill that is about to be born!”

An uproar resounded over the stadium when everyone saw the unusual phenomenon in
the sky. Immediately, a countless number of gazes were gathered on a stone platform
below the sky. A middle-aged man was looking at the thunder cloud in the sky with wild
joy on his face. He was the first person who had attracted Pill Lightning.

The appearance of Pill Lightning had attracted the attention of Xiao Yan, who had been
focusing his mind on brewing the medicinal pill. His narrowed eyes were slightly
widened. After glancing at the thunder clouds in the distant sky, he nodded his head a
little. Based on this weak Pill Lightning, it was likely that the medicinal pill being born
should be a tier 7 low grade level.

Xiao Yan’s eyes took a glance before being withdrawn. His gaze once again turned to
Cao Ying and the rest and his heart involuntarily jumped. This time around, he could
vaguely sense the energy ripples being emitted from within the medicinal cauldron of
the few of them. From the looks of these fluctuations, it was likely the medicinal pills
they were refining were not ordinary things...

“There is really a great amount of pressure. | wonder if | will be able to become the
champion by relying on this Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill. If this is insufficient, it is
likely that | could only...”

Xiao Yan’s eyes also slightly flickered when he thought until this point. He bitterly
laughed before withdrawing his thoughts. Who cares. Currently, the most important
thing was to sit back and observe. That thing was merely his final tactic.

Within just half a day after the first Pill Lightning appeared, some thunder clouds began
to gather in the sky again. Moreover, looking at the strength of these thunder clouds,
they were clearly stronger than earlier. Clearly, there should be a competitor who had
refined a medicinal pill of a better grade.

This subsequent period of time had become lively with two to three Pill Lightnings
appearing everyday. The density of these Pill Lightnings were not uniform. However,
based on Xiao Yan’s guess, the highest grade medicinal pill should only be that of a tier
7 middle grade...

The square had also become unusually lively due to the occasional Pill Lightning that
appeared. The dispiritedness of a couple of days earlier had completely disappeared.
Each time a tier 7 medicinal pill was born, it would attract quite a number of coveting
eyes. A medicinal pill of this grade possessed an extremely great allure to most experts.
Except those who had already advanced to the Dou Zun class.




Bang bang bang!

Pill Lightning, which was usually rare to see, had become commonplace in the sky. This
caused quite a number of people to feel like this was an eye-opening experience.

Following the flow of time, there were fewer and fewer stone platforms with flames still
rising. In the end, there were basically less than fifty. However, everyone knew that
those who remained were definitely the top existences within the alchemist world across
the Dou Qi continent. If things did not deviate from expectations, the champion of this
Pill Gathering would be born among these remaining people!

The atmosphere had unknowingly become serious and more tense as the crowd
watched the rising pill fires that rose over the dozens of stone platforms. Those present
understood that the most intense competition was about to begin!
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Chapter 1184: Experts Appearing One after Another

Rolling thunder continued to reverberate over this vast, azure sky. The thick clouds
gave one an extremely pressurizing feeling.

A silver-colored giant-python-like bolt of lightning suddenly tore through the sky from the
thick, dark cloud. It explosively rushed down before being forcefully received by a
human figure on a stone platform. Immediately, a substance-like pill fragrance spread
apart...

“Ha ha, | have succeeded!”

That man, whose hair was a little white, laughed wildly at the sky in front of everyone’s
eyes. His hand held a dragon-eye-sized medicinal pill that was emitting an alluring
luster.

None of those present reprimanded this man, who had lost himself and laughed out
loud. Instead, there was an additional heat in their eyes as they looked at him. An
alchemist grandmaster, who could refine a tier 7 middle grade medicinal pill would
definitely receive VIP treatment no matter where he went.

Currently, the Pill Gathering had entered its last stages. At this moment, there were only
two types of people still continuing to refine medicinal pills. The first type were those
who truly possessed great talent while the other type were those simply making up the
numbers. Of course, in this kind of situation, the first held the majority. After all,




there were very few people with faces thick enough to embarrass themselves in this
kind of event.

If one were to carefully count the number of pill fires still rising on the stone platforms,
one would find that there were still thirty-six left. In other words, there were still thirty-six
competitors focused on preparing the medicinal pill that they were best at with great
care.

These thirty-six people naturally included Xiao Yan, Cao Ying, Old Mu Gu, Dan Chen,
and the other competitors who were viewed as the people with the most potential to
become this Pill Gathering’s champion.

Xiao Yan sat on his stone platform. Rolling thunder reverberating in the air had already
been filtered out by him. All of his focus had been thrown into the medicinal cauldron.

A jade-green flame was fiercely burning within the medicinal cauldron. The hot
temperature caused the Pill cauldron to appear a little red. All of this, however, was not
the target of Xiao Yan’s focus. His eyes had been staring at the slowly rotating spherical
object within the flame...

This so-called spherical object was naturally something that was the merger of over a
hundred types of medicinal essences. However, this thing shrank from the size of a fist
to the size of a pigeon egg. Moreover, its shape was becoming rounder within the
burning flame.

An energy ripple that caused Xiao Yan to feel shocked was vaguely being formed
following the gradual shrinking of this spherical object. This kind of ripple had already
exceeded that of an ordinary tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill.

Xiao Yan’s heart was filled with joy over this kind of change. The current him was
confident that he could raise the Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill to the eighth tier!

Xiao Yan suppressed the slight excitement within his heart and hurriedly stabilized his
mind. Currently, he was in the most crucial moment. He could not afford to lose even
the slightest focus...

The faces of everyone on the other stone platforms were also filled with grave
expressions while Xiao Yan was refining his medicinal pill with all his effort. The faces of
some of them had even revealed a paleness. Clearly, this kind of exhaustion was really
something that they had difficulty enduring.

“Bang!”

A certain part of the sky suddenly emitted a low, deep explosion in front of the eyes of a
countless number of people. The hearts of everyone immediately sank. Their gazes
swiftly flew over, only to see a middle-aged man staring at the medicinal cauldron in




front of him with a stunned expression. There was a chaotic energy ripple being emitted
from within. Clearly, an unexpected situation had occurred during the refinement...

“‘How is this possible...”

The middle-aged man was dull as he looked at the medicinal cauldron. His eyes
instantly turned blood-red. He had worked hard for twenty plus days only for all his effort
to go to waste. This kind of blow was really a little too difficult for him to endure.

Everyone quietly sighed within their hearts as they watched the dull expression of the
middle-aged man. They felt a little regretful for this person.

Failure was not rare when it came to pill refinement. However, a slight failure at this
moment would decide if one would lose the qualification to compete with the other
experts.

There were those who were happy and those who were anxious. If there were those
who succeeded, there would naturally be those who failed. The Pill Gathering had never
been a stage for comedy to be performed.

During the remaining time, there were people continuously refining a medicinal pill
successfully among the thirty plus people who remained. Of course, there were also
those who failed. All of these people who failed became a lot more dispirited without
exception. Although they might not be able to obtain the top ten position even if they
were to refine their pills successfully, there would, at the very least, have been a
chance. However, if they failed in their refinement, they would not have even the
slightest chance...

The competitors who could still remain at this moment were people who could definitely
be compared with some of the Elders of the Pill Tower. Some of the top experts were
even at a level that the Pill Tower’s Elders were far from being able to match.

The moods of a countless number of people in the stadium were growing better during
this period of time. Within the blink of an eye, a competitor, whom they viewed as the
dark horse of this Pill Gathering, might end up failing his refinement due to some small
mistake, losing his qualification to continue competing within the blink of an eye...

At this time, they realized that refining pills was something that ordinary people couldn’t
do.

Another five days quietly passed amid the anticipation of a countless number of gazes.

Nine people had successfully refined their medicinal pills during these five days. The
highest grade medicinal pill was a tier 7 high grade medicinal pill. This medicinal pill had
immediately attracted Pill Lightning when it appeared. The continuous sound of roaring
thunder caused quite a number of people to feel afraid.




The one who had successfully refined this medicinal pill was an old man with an elderly
face. This person likely had some reputation on the continent. Hence, it was not too
surprising that he was able to be the first to refine a tier 7 high grade medicinal pill.

Of course, with some people succeeding, it was only natural that some people failed.
Nine people succeeded during these five days while seven others failed. They chose to
withdraw with great unwillingness in front of many pitiful eyes.

Following the withdrawal of these sixteen people, and the competitors who had
withdrew earlier due to some reasons, there were only seventeen people who remained
on the stone platforms refining pills...

The filter of time was extremely accurate. Currently, the seventeen remaining people,
judging from their auras, were definitely not ordinary individuals. The lowest tier badge
on their chests was that of a tier 7 middle grade alchemist. The highest tier was
surprisingly a genuine tier 8 alchemist guru!

This tier 8 alchemist was someone that Xiao Yan was extremely unfamiliar with.
Moreover, he had never paid attention to this person in the past. Clearly, this person
had purposefully hid his aura.

This unfamiliar tier 8 alchemist was a gray-haired, old man. His elderly face was like an
orange peel. Clearly, he should also be an expert from the older generation. Although
his outer appearance was lacking, his face was always covered in a warm smile, giving
him a more pleasing appearance than Old Mu Gu.

Time was the best filter. It was able to eliminate those lacking from the thousands of
competitors and allow those true experts to remain.

“It is unexpected that Old Qing Hua has survived...”
Xuan Kong Zi’'s group on the tall stage looked at the gray-haired, old man that had

finally been revealed from the sea of people. They were slightly startled and
immediately looked at each other. All of them felt a little helpless.

“This old fellow can really embarrass himself... looking at the fluctuations within his
medicinal cauldron, it is likely a tier 8 medicinal pill.” The pretty woman gently nodded
as she spoke.

“The most cherished wish of this old fellow is to obtain a type of Heavenly Flame. Back
then, he and Yao Chen had remained in that terrible place for a number of years.
However, Yao Chen was still the one who found the Bone Chilling Flame. He would
naturally come and give it a try now that he had an opportunity to obtain the Three
Thousand Burning Flame.” The dark-skinned elder reminisced.




Xuan Kong Zi helplessly shook his head. After which, his eyes suddenly turned to a
certain stone platform. A black-clothed Old Mu Gu was focusing his attention and
refining his medicinal pill at that spot.

“This person’s aura has remained hidden even now. Moreover, his face seems to have
been altered. | wondered just who that expert is?”

“Could it be the disguise of some old fellow who is unwilling to embarrass himself?” The
pretty woman knit her eyebrows and wondered aloud.

“No idea. However, he will definitely be unable to hide his aura once the medicinal pill
embryonic form was created. At that time, one will know with a glance... it is alright as
long as he is not a member of the Hall of Souls.”

The pretty woman and the rest nodded upon hearing this.

A wild wind whistled over the azure sky. The dark clouds had scattered. However,
rolling thunder continued to appear for an unknown amount of time...

This strange scene caused quite a number of people to quietly feel stunned. However,
everyone with some experience was aware that these thunderous sounds did not fall
from the sky. Instead, they were emitted from the medical cauldrons on the stone
platforms...

“Bang!”

A low, deep sound suddenly appeared. Before everyone could hurriedly shift their eyes,
they sensed a majestic energy ripple suddenly surge from the stone platform in a
lightning-like fashion. Following the surging of this energy, the dark clouds in the sky
instantly gathered as a countless number of silver snakes wiggled in all directions.

“It's Song Qing!”

Some of the sharp-eyed people finally saw Song Qing, who had been seated cross-
legged, suddenly stand up. He looked at the thick, dark clouds in the sky with high
spirits. This was clearly his doing!

The PIill Lightning that appeared this time around was even wilder and more violent
compared to any of the earlier Pill Lightnings. This was enough to cause him to feel
proud.

“It is actually a tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill! Looks like its quality is even higher than
the tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill that appeared earlier.”

Song Qing raised his hand slowly amid the backdrop of lightning all over the sky. An
unusually round medicinal pill, like a bright night pearl, was lifted high up!




The Pill Lightning in the sky appeared at this moment!

Upon hearing the exclamations of the many people mixed with the loud thunder, a wild
smile was slowly lifted on his face. Immediately, his gaze, that contained slight
provocation, shot to a distant stone platform. That spot was where Xiao Yan was
located!
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Chapter 1185: Tier 8 Medicinal Pill

Xiao Yan randomly glance at this provoking gaze that had been shot over from a
distance. After which, he withdrew his eyes. This fellow had hid himself quite well.
However, he was really a little too excited today. A tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill?

The corner of Xiao Yan’s mouth involuntarily revealed a cold smile when he thought of
this. With this result, it might not be difficult for him to enter the top ten. However, that
was it. This Song Qing still did not possess the qualification to truly snatch the
champion’s spot!

Xiao Yan'’s eyes once again focused on the interior of his medicinal cauldron as this
thought flashed across his heart. A round medicinal pill was slowly rotating within the
rising jade-green flame. The medicinal pill was dark-red in color, appearing just like it
had been agglomerated from fresh blood essence. Moreover, there was some vague
lights flashing over it, causing it to appear just like an eye and giving one an extremely
unusual feeling.

“Soon...”

A fiery heat quietly surfaced within Xiao Yan’s heart as he looked at the medicinal pill
that was slowly rotating within the flame.

Numerous dark clouds were present in the sky. Occasionally, a large silver snake tore
across the sky with a crashing sound as it rushed to the stone platform where Song
Qing was located. Immediately, they were all received by Song Qing.

The face of Song Qing involuntarily twitched after seeing that his provocative gaze was
ignored by Xiao Yan. His eyes swept around, only to discover that Cao Ying, Dan Chen,
and the rest did not throw surprised gazes toward him. This caused him to feel a little
depressed. Tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill. Even among some of the experienced
Elders of the Pill Tower, their chances of refining one was quite low. Currently, he had
refined it, but it had not stirred the commotion that he had expected. This caused his
vanity in wanting to enjoy being the focus of everyone’s attention to fail to obtain his
desire.




Song Qing endured the depression within his heart and focused his mind. The Pill
Lightning that was formed from a tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill was quite strong. If he
did not deal with it seriously, it was likely that even the medicinal pill would be struck by
it until nothing remained. If that was the case, it would really end up his turn to cry.

While Song Qing was going all out to deal with the Pill Lightning in the sky, the energy
within it had also become much more violent. Clearly, this was a phenomenon caused
by the Pill Lightning.

Perhaps it was because of the attraction of the Pill Lightning this time around, but a
couple of competitors also began to emit shocking energy ripples from their medicinal
pills. Clearly, the medicinal pills that they were refining were about to be formed.

The expressions of these competitors became much more solemn when they sensed
the change. If any mistake were to occur at this moment, they would really end up with
nothing despite all their efforts.

ﬂBang!”

Dark clouds covered the sky. A low thunderous rumble continued to resound over the
square. Suddenly a majestic energy ripple swept out. Immediately, everyone saw
numerous dark clouds form in the sky above a certain platform.

“Another tier 7 peak grade medicinal pill is born!”

This scene immediately caused an excited uproar to appear in the stadium.

“‘Bang! Bang! Bang!”

Before their uproar had sounded, a couple of energy ripples suddenly erupted one after
another. Dark clouds surged from all directions as dense silver snakes covered the
entire sky. There had been a bright sun earlier, but now, it was as dark as night.
Occasionally, a silver lightning would flash across the sky, and a glaring glow would

pierce down.

There were nine tier 7 high grade medicinal pills being born at the same time within a
short ten minutes!

In other words, nine pill lightnings had appeared in the sky at this moment!

This scene was really one that was rare to find. Hence, the surrounding black sea of
people felt their hearts boil because of this kind of thunderbolt-like explosive
atmosphere. A deafening cheer resounded over competition grounds. Finally, this
thunderous cheer gathered in the sky, transforming into a terrifying wave that spread
apart. The entire Pill Region could vaguely hear that terrifying sound wave...




The eight Pill Lightnings that had suddenly appeared also caused Song Qing to be
startled. A cold smile flashed across his eyes after he glanced at the surrounding Pill
Lightnings. Fortunately, the Pill Lightnings of these people were inferior to his. In other
words, the grade of their medicinal pills should be inferior to his.

Swoosh swoosh swoosh!

This silver lightning rushed over the sky from all directions. Finally, it explosively struck
those stone platforms. In an instant, the entire sky was reverberating with a kind deep
thunderous roar.

Xiao Yan, Cao Ying, Old Mu Gu, and the rest acted as though they had not heard
anything in the face of this spectacular scene of numerous bolts of lightning rushing
down from the sky. Their eyes were fixated on the interior of their own medicinal
cauldrons.

Dan Chen was seated with her legs crossed on a stone platform. At this moment, her
face had already become extremely pale. Her body was originally weak. If not for the
support of her Spiritual Strength, it was likely that she would not have been able to
endure until now. Fortunately, she had managed to persevere...

“I'm about to succeed!”

The eyes of Dan Chen seemed to be focused on her medicinal cauldron. Her hand
seals continued to change. A vast and mighty Spiritual Strength continuously surged
into the medicinal cauldron. There was a faint spiritual aura that was vaguely spread
over the Spiritual Strength.

“Grug!”

Dan Chen’s face suddenly turned red while the seal formed by her hands changed.
Immediately, a mouthful of fresh blood was spat out before being shot into the medicinal
cauldron. Finally, it merged with the medicinal pill that was rolling within the flame.

“Boom!”

A bright and powerful glow suddenly appeared within the medicinal cauldron like a sun
after the fresh blood touched the medicinal pill. A terrifying energy ripple, which caused
people to be shocked, explosively surged out of the medicinal cauldron with a ‘bang.’
The medicinal cauldron that could endure burning of any Heavenly Flame had been
blasted into countless number of fragments under this kind of frightening ripple!

“Sizzle!”

A green light pillar, a hundred feet in size, shot out of the medicinal cauldron when it
blasted apart. It shot toward the sky in the process!




The silver lightning that densely covered the sky appeared to meet some terrifying thing
under this green-colored light pillar. It hurriedly withdrew. The thunderclouds that had
been acting triumphantly earlier hurriedly shrank back. They did not dare to even make
the slightest contact with the light pillar.

The light pillar entered the sky in front of a countless number of eyes. Soon after, clouds
suddenly appeared wherever the light pillar rushed past. Within the short blink of an
eye, it had agglomerated into a hundred-meter-large thundercloud!

Moreover, the thing that caused others to feel shocked was that the thundercloud that
has been formed this time around possessed a green and a silver color!

“Two-colored thundercloud?”

The entire stadium made a great uproar when they saw the two-colored thundercloud
that had appeared in the sky!

Many people present were seeing Pill Lightning with two colors for the first time in their
life!

Xuan Kong Zi and the others on the tall stage were also looking at the two-colored
thundercloud with grave expressions. A moment later, they looked at each other and
nodded, “This girl from the Dan clan is indeed extraordinary. She has refined a tier 8
medicinal pill and has even attracted a two-colored thundercloud.”

Tier 8 medicinal pills could already be considered the peak level of the golden pagoda
within the alchemist world. Tier 8 and tier 7 might only differ by one tier, but that
difference was like the heaven and earth.

A tier 8 medicinal pill possessed some spirituality. One could even say that it possessed
basic intelligence. In other words, a tier 8 medicinal pill already possessed a life force
that belonged to it!

It could already be categorized as a creature!

Moreover, the division within tier 8 medicinal pills was exceptionally harsh. Its quality
could no longer be differentiated by one’s naked eye. Instead, it was differentiated
through the colors of Pill Lightning!

The higher the grade of the medicinal pill, the Pill Lightning that it would attract when it
was formed would possess even more colors. It was rumored that if one could attract a
nine-colored Pill Lightning, it meant that the medicinal pill had already advanced to the
ninth tier, which possessed the strength of creation!

It would not be overboard to describe a medicinal pill of this tier as a divine pill.




By being able to attract a two-colored thundercloud, it meant that she had successfully
refined a tier 8 medicinal pill. Moreover, it was a tier 8 medicinal pill that possessed two-
colored Pill Lightning

The two-colored thundercloud lingered over the vast sky. A mighty thunder spread down
from it. The PIill Lightnings attracted by Song Qing and the rest around appeared
exceptionally small when compared to this two-colored thundercloud.

Song Qing and the rest widened their mouths as they looked at the two-colored
thundercloud. Their mouths were immediately filled with bitterness. The appearance of
this two-colored Pill Lightning had completely suppressed all of them.

Dan Chen wiped off the trace of blood on the corner of her mouth as she stood on the
stone platform. Her pale-white face looked at the two-colored Pill Lightning in the sky. A
smile surfaced on the corner of her mouth as she stood up with some difficulty. Her
delicate, small body caused even the Dou Zun class experts to be afraid of
underestimating her.

Regardless of the results today, the name of the Dan clan would completely resound
over the Central Plains because of this girl!

“Ha ha, sister Dan Chen, you have indeed improved during these few years. However, it
is not so easy to get me to admit defeat...”

A lovely laugh was suddenly transmitted from the distance just when a smile surfaced
on Dan Chen’s face. Dan Chen turned her head, only to see Cao Ying slowly standing
up. Her enchanting face was also filled with a paleness. Even though this was the case,
the smile on her beautiful face was still bewitching.

Pill Refinement was a source of pride in Cao Ying’s heart. The ‘witch’ reputation was not
an empty one. Her many years of tough training in the Pill Tower would completely
reveal themselves in front of the many eyes currently present!

A phoenix-like haughtiness surfaced on Cao Ying’s face. Her hand suddenly formed a
hand seal as she softly cried out, “Rise!”

Her cry had just sounded when a large light pillar also erupted out from the medicinal
cauldron in front of Cao Ying, shooting into the sky!

The clouds in the sky swiftly gathered as the light pillar erupted. After which, two colors
appeared in front of the countless number of shocked eyes below. However, a sharp-
eyed person could tell that there seemed to be a trace of an extremely faint-red color
mixed within the green and silver colors!




“It is another tier 8 medicinal pill!”

The entire stadium was boiling at this moment. Countless numbers of eyes were red as
they looked at the bright thundercloud in the sky. An excitement surged within their
hearts as the blood in their bodies began to boil!

This was the true Pill Gathering!

Song Qing was stunned as he looked at the thundercloud in the sky. A sense of defeat
rose within his heart. He was indeed lacking when compared with these monsters like
Cao Ying and Dan Chen...

‘Fortunately, that Xiao Yan should...”

Song Qing’s eyes suddenly paused when this thought flashed across his heart because
he discovered that Xiao Yan, who had been seated like a statue on a distant stone
platform, had finally stood up...

Swoosh swoosh swoosh!

Countless numbers of fiery hot gazes appeared to have teleported as they suddenly
paused on Xiao Yan’s body when he stood up!

Xuan Kong Zi and the rest on the tall stage also gently clenched their hands without
being able to control themselves. Their gazes were gathered on the somewhat skinny
figure under the dark clouds that permeated the sky!

Back then, that man called Yao Chen had obtained the greatest glory in an extremely
shocking manner!

Today, would the disciple of the man, who was considered the most dazzling genius of
the alchemist world, be able to follow him in obtaining glory?
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Chapter 1186: Three-Colored Pill Lightning
Xiao Yan slowly got up in front of a countless number of gazes. Lightningbolts rumbled
in the sky. Occasionally, the lightning that rushed through the sky would carry a

powerful light that lit up that young face, which appeared exceptionally calm.

Cao Ying, Dan Zhen, and the rest shifted their eyes from the thunderclouds in the sky
when they saw Xiao Yan stand up. All of their eyes were shot onto him.




Cao Ying’s eyes were somewhat complicated as she looked at Xiao Yan’s skinny figure.
She clearly understood in her heart that Xiao Yan’s pill refinement talent was not inferior
to hers. This was the first time her arrogant self had given such an evaluation to a man
of similar age. This was enough to tell just how highly she regarded Xiao Yan.

The pale-faced Dan Chen also placed her eyes on Xiao Yan. She had some contact
with Xiao Yan, but she had not expected him to reach this point.

“Hmph...”

Old Mu Gu glanced at Xiao Yan. The corner of his mouth was lifted into a cold smile,
and his nose also emitted a cold snort. He did not place much regard to Xiao Yan.

“It is said that this person is that old fellow Yao Chen’s disciple. | wonder just how much
of Yao Chen’s ability he has learned...” That gray-haired, old man, who was called old
demon Qing Hua by Xuan Kong Zi, was currently resting his gaze on Xiao Yan while
muttering in his heart.

Xiao Yan acted as though he had not seen the countless numbers of gazes that were
looking at him with various emotions. His expression was calm as his eyes stared
intently at the interior of the medicinal cauldron. A moment later, he inhaled a deep
breath and abruptly waved his sleeves!

“Clang!”

With a wave of Xiao Yan’s sleeves, the cauldron cover of the Ten Thousand Beast
Cauldron immediately flew away. A shocking energy fluctuation swept out of the
medicinal cauldron. It violently collided with the interior walls of the medicinal cauldron
and emitted a deafening metallic sound.

Although the medicinal cauldron was blocking it, there was still a portion of energy ripple
that got out. Some of the stone platforms near Xiao Yan cracked into rock fragments
with a ‘bang’ under this energy ripple.

“Bang!”

The soul-stirring energy ripple had just spread apart when the Ten Thousand Beast
Cauldron suddenly trembled. Immediately, a large-jade green fire pillar emitted a
‘swoosh’ sound as it shot into the sky in front of numerous astounded gazes!

The fiery hot glow within the fire pillar, that shot into the sky, was clearly visible within a
fifty kilometer radius. The faint energy fluctuation present within the fire pillar caused
quite a number of experts to feel shock rising within their hearts.

“This kind of fluctuation...”




Xuan Kong Zi eyes thickened as he watched from the tall platform. He softly said, “It
should also be a tier 8 medicinal pill. This fellow has indeed held back in the past.
However, | wonder just how many different-colored Pill Lightnings can he attract?”

Xuan Kong Zi's words had just sounded when a strange fog swiftly agglomerated at the
end of the fire pillar in the sky. A moment later, it agglomerated into the shape of a
cloud!

The breathing of the entire stadium quieted. Countless numbers of eyes stared intently
at the churning thunderclouds in the sky!

The thunderclouds churned in front of the many gazes. After which, green and silver
colors slowly revealed themselves!

“Two colors? It is actually a two-colored thundercloud!”

Waves of exclamations immediately sounded around the stadium as everyone looked at
the color of the thundercloud.

“That’s not right. The thundercloud is still churning. There is another color appearing!”
This uproar had just sounded when numerous exclamations suddenly appeared.

Quite a number of people were suddenly surprised when they heard these
exclamations. They hurriedly focused their eyes on the churning thunderclouds in the
distant sky and did indeed see a bright-red color beginning to appear under the green
and silver colors. A moment later, the red became even brighter. In the end, the density
of the red was not any less than the other two colors!

The churning thundercloud finally began to come to a stop after the red color appeared.
After which, it completely stabilized into three bright colors.

“It's a three-colored thundercloud!”

“It is indeed three-colored. The color is also even denser when compared to Cao Ying’s
Pill Lightning!”

“Just who is this Xiao Yan? Even Cao Ying from the Pill Tower cannot compare to him?”

The entire stadium had turned into a complete uproar at this moment. Xiao Yan’'s name
was far less renowned compared to Cao Ying. However, his current performance had
surpassed her. This result was enough for him to become the dark horse of this Pill
Gathering!

“This fellow... how is it possible...”




Song Qing was stunned as he looked at the bright three-colored thundercloud in the
sky. He felt a little giddy at this moment. He was clearly aware of Xiao Yan’s pill refining
ability. It was at the very most at the high grade seventh tier. How could he refine a tier
8 medicinal pill? Moreover, it was a tier 8 medicinal pill that had attracted a three-
colored thundercloud!

This result was something that even Cao Ying could not compare with!
“Could it be that this fellow has been hiding his strength?”

Cao Ying and Dan Chen in the distance were also slightly stunned because of this
situation. Shocked expressions appeared within their eyes. Clearly, Xiao Yan’s result
had far surpassed their expectations.

“‘Hu...”

The shock continued for a moment before slowly disappearing. Cao Ying's pretty eyes
glanced at the young man, whose face was calm under the thundercloud. A splendor
flashed across her proud eyes for the first time.

This witch, who had captivated countless numbers of outstanding men over the many
years, finally felt a throb deep within her heart at this moment because of this young
man that was standing under a thundercloud...

“Three-colored Pill Lightning... ha ha, Xuan Kong Zi, you have lost once again...”

The pretty woman on the tall stage looked at the three-colored thundercloud in the sky.
Her eyes once again turned to the skinny figure on the stone platform. She slightly
smiled as she softly uttered.

“Ugh, he is worthy of being Yao Chen. Even until now, | am still unable to beat him...”
Xuan Kong Zi’'s eyes paused on the sky. It was a long while before he withdrew them
and sighed. His expression was a little complicated as he spoke.

“This Xiao Yan will have a promising future. Moreover, he might even surpass his
teacher...” That dark-skinned, old man’s stern face finally revealed a smile of admiration
as he spoke.

Xuan Kong Zi and the pretty woman gently nodded. His eyes turned and he suddenly
looked at the position where the old demon Qing Hua and Old Mu Gu were located.
Currently, these two were the only ones whose results had yet to be uncovered. Their
results would determine just who would be the champion of this Pill Gathering.

“| wonder just who will be the final victory...”




Xiao Yan appeared as though he had heard Xuan Kong Zi muttering to himself. After
the thundercloud of Xiao Yan had completely gathered, the old demon Qing Hua in the
distance also waved his sleeves. He slowly stood up after Xiao Yan.

Old demon Qing Hua, who had stood up, looked at Xiao Yan. He nodded slightly to him
before moving his mouth. A slight voice was transmitted into Xiao Yan’s ears.

“Little fellow, you have done quite well and have not caused that bastard teacher of
yours to lose face...”

Xiao Yan was also startled in the face of the voice transmitted by this unfamiliar, old
man. However, based on the meaning of those words, this person seemed to have
some relation with his teacher. Xiao Yan did not dare to slight him. Xiao Yan cupped his
hands together and bowed to this old man from a distance.

Old demon Qing Hua smiled. After which, his eyes turned to Old Mu Gu, who did not
reveal any activity. His eyes were narrowed. He could sense that this fellow was
definitely not an ordinary character. Moreover, he vaguely felt a slight familiarity...

This kind of feeling lingered within the heart of old demon Qing Hua for a moment
before it was tossed aside by him. His gaze stared at the medicinal cauldron in front of
him before he waved his sleeves in front of a countless number of eyes. After which, he
sent the cover of the medicinal cauldron flying away.

The cauldron cover had fell when a trace of energy ripple, not inferior to Xiao Yan’s
energy fluctuation earlier, surged out. After which, a light pillar rushed out of the
cauldron top and shot into the sky...

Countless numbers of gazes gathered on the spot in the sky where the light pillar shot
up. A couple of minutes later, the sky slightly shook. Fog gathered before transforming
into the shape of a thundercloud. After an intense churning, two types of colors were
revealed. Soon after, another color quietly appeared. Finally, the Pill Lightning stabilized
with three types of color.

“It is also three-colored Pill Lightning?”

A continuous sound of surprise resonated over the stadium as everyone looked at the
thundercloud. It had slowly ceased churning after stabilizing with three types of colors.

Old demon Qing Hua’s Pill Lightning was similar to Xiao Yan’s. It had three colors.
Moreover, its hue was about the same as Xiao Yan’s. It was a little difficult to identify
which of the two was better by merely relying on one’s naked eye.

“Three-colored Pill Lightning. This old fellow’s pill refinement ability has improved...”




Xuan Kong Zi and the rest slightly nodded and softly laughed as they looked at the
three-colored Pill Lightning in the sky.

“‘Next, there is only that fellow left...”

The eyes of the pretty woman turned and paused on Old Mu Gu before she slowly
spoke.

Xuan Kong Zi and the others gently nodded upon hearing her words. For some
unknown reason, a faint uneasiness quietly rose in their hearts.

After the entire place let out an exclamation over the three-colored Pill Lightning of old
demon Qing Hua, all of their eyes gathered on the final stone platform. There was a
black-clothed man seated there.

The face of Old Mu Gu was slowly lifted into a strange smile in front of everyone’s eyes.
He slowly got up and glanced at Xiao Yan with cold eyes. After which, he turned his
gaze and threw it at Xuan Kong Zi and the rest. His eyes were filled with ridicule.

Xuan Kong Zi’'s group felt their hearts sink when they saw his gaze.

“Tsk tsk, Xuan Kong Zi, I'm sorry but it seems that the old me will be taking the
champion spot of the Pill Gathering this time around... ha ha!”

Old Mu Gu involuntarily laughed in a strange manner upon seeing the sinking faces of
Xuan Kong Zi’s group. His laughter was no longer hidden this time around. Instead, it
was the familiar voice that Xiao Yan had heard that night.

Old Mu Gu flicked his finger after laughing. An extremely terrifying light pillar appeared
just like a laser that penetrated through the world as it rushed toward the sky while
being accompanied by a mighty ripple.

“Tsk tsk, the disciple that Yao Chen’s taught is but only this level...”

The mighty light pillar shot toward the sky. Old Mu Gu’s dense laughter caused Xiao
Yan’s expression to gradually turn gloomy.
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Chapter 1191: Evolution! Sky Demon Puppet!
‘Bang! Bang!”




Bright thunderbolts danced ferociously in the sky like large, roaring dragons.
Immediately, a bright lightning glow rushed down from all directions. Finally, they came
together to strike the body of the Earth Demon Puppet.

The thunderbolt violently landed on the body of the Earth Demon Puppet. A bright-silver
bolt blasted apart. Immediately, it transformed into countless numbers of tiny electric
serpent flowed along the skin of the Earth Demon Puppet before entering its body.

Bright strength surged into the body of the Earth Demon Puppet, swiftly strengthening
its bones and shriveled skin.

Looking from a distance, the Earth Demon Puppet appeared just like a thunder god
suspended in the sky. Lightning glows flickered in a hundred-foot-radius of it. That
terrifying momentum caused people to involuntarily feel the skin on their heads turn
numb.

Xiao Yan stood with his hands behind him on the stone stage. The Earth Demon Puppet
forcefully received all of the five-colored thunderbolts that shot toward him, letting him
be incomparably relaxed. He did not even need to waste the slightest strength to deal
with this troublesome Pill Lightning.

Rumbling thunder resounded unceasingly over the sky. The churning five-colored
thundercloud a lightning producing device that continuously spat out powerful
thunderbolts. Finally, they landed on the body of the Sky Demon Puppet.

The five-colored thundercloud surged. This continued for ten minutes before it gradually
came to a stop. Almost a hundred frightening thunderbolts rushed down from the
thundercloud during these ten minutes. Fortunately, these bolts of lightning did not harm
the Earth Demon Puppet. Instead, its bright-silver surface was vaguely speckled with
golden lusters.

“It is indeed worthy of being a five-colored Pill Lightning!”

The sharp eyes of Xiao Yan were the first to discover golden lusters flickering around
the body of the Earth Demon Puppet. Immediately, an expression of joy involuntarily
surged into his eyes. Although this golden color was extremely faint, Xiao Yan was quite
satisfied with it. He clearly understood just what kind of enormous strength would be
needed in order to evolve the Earth Demon Puppet into the Sky Demon Puppet.

“‘However, the entire body of the Sky Demon Puppet is gold in color. Currently, the
Earth Demon Puppet still has some distance to it.”

An expression of thought flashed across Xiao Yan’s face after he felt joyful. He softly
muttered, “This is insufficient...”




While Xiao Yan mused, the five-colored thundercloud in the sky seemed to have
become somewhat furious when the thunderbolts were absorbed by the Earth Demon
Puppet. Immediately, the cloud churned. An unusual suction force suddenly surged out
from the cloud. Everyone was stunned to discover a couple of the thunderclouds
appeared like they were being towed by something. They slowly gathered around the
five-colored Pill Lightning...

Everyone was stunned upon seeing this scene. Even Xuan Kong Zi and the others did
not expect these Pill Lightnings to form such an unusual change.

The expressions of Cao Ying’s group became stunned. They watched the Pill Lightning
above their heads gathering in the sky where Xiao Yan was located. A moment later, an
extremely large thundercloud covered the sky...

“This brat’s luck is unusually bad! Even the Heavens are helping the old me!”

Old Mu Gu, who was originally disappointed, had become startled because of this
change. A wild joy immediately surged into his eyes. This was an opportunity the
Heavens had given him!

Suddenly, the enormous thundercloud stirred a commotion in the stadium. The lightning
might in the sky was overly frightening. If it were to randomly smash down, it was likely
that those present could end up seriously injured.

“The Pill Lightning has attracted each other and is gathering in the same spot. This
might will soar once again. Should we intervene? In such a situation, it would not be
overboard for us to intervene.”

Xuan Kong Zi slightly knit his eyebrows as he observed the unusual phenomenon in the
sky. He finally asked the people around him a question. He was a little worried that an
accident might occur to Xiao Yan in this kind of situation.

“Let’s wait a little first. This little fellow does not appear worried...” The pretty woman
shook her head as she softly replied.

The eyes of Xuan Kong Zi's group turned to Xiao Yan on the stone platform upon
hearing her words. They did indeed see him with his head up, looking at the dense
thundercloud in the sky. His face was not only without worry, he even seemed excited.

“This...”

Even Xuan Kong Zi ended up widening his mouth upon seeing this scene. Immediately,
he shook his head with a bitter smile. It seemed that he had indeed underestimated
Xiao Yan.




The energy in around the plaza had become unusually violent with the gathering
thundercloud. A terrifying thunderous might spread across the sky, causing the Dou Qi
within one’s body to appear a little sluggish at this moment.

Bang bang bang bang!

The thundercloud finally unleashed its terrifying destructive strength soon after it was
agglomerated. Bright thunderbolts rushed down from the large cloud in all directions.
Their directions all suddenly changed as they flew through the air, and they all pointed
at the Earth Demon Puppet in the sky!

“Clang!”

Numerous thunderbolts full of terrifying strength poured down on the Earth Demon
Puppet like a storm. Immediately, a clear metallic sound resonated over the stadium.

The Earth Demon Puppet’s body continued to fall under the wild attacks of these
thunderbolts. The surrounding space formed some dark-black spatial cracks amid this
attack...

“What powerful thunderbolts!”

Quite a number of people’s expressions changed when they saw the dark-black spatial
lines. Their eyes were stunned as they looked at the strengthening Earth Demon
Puppet within the lightning-filled sky. Although they were unable to sense the aura of
the Earth Demon Puppet, anyone with sharp eyes could tell that the Earth Demon
Puppet was growing stronger amid the thunderbolts pouring down from the sky.

The bright thunderbolts that continued to fall caused the smile on Xiao Yan’s face to
grow more visible. He had discovered that the golden-colored luster on the Earth
Demon Puppet’s was expanding as the thunderbolts flashing down increased...

Xiao Yan gently licked his lips. His dark-black eyes were filled with anticipation.

The thundercloud was thick as it covered the sky. The repeated sounds of thunder
caused quite a number of people feel their ears go numb. Today, they had witnessed
the most Pill Lightnings they would ever see in their life. Moreover, the thing that really
rendered others speechless was that such a spectacular Pill Lightning was unable to
deal with a small puppet, causing them to feel some doubt over the might of this Pill
Lightning...




Of course, this kind of doubt swiftly disappeared upon seeing the dark-black space
splitting open around on the Earth Demon Puppet.

The Pill Lightning that had formed was undoubtedly a terrifying thing. The raining
thunderbolts continued for nearly half an hour. After this half an hour, the bright bolt of
lightning in the sky fiercely destroyed everything around them. Of course, the eyes and
ears of those present had also been devastated.

After half an hour of the Pill Lightning’s baptism, the originally bright-silver body of the
Earth Demon Puppet had half transformed into a glittering golden color.

Bang bang!

The Pill Lightning continued its destruction even though it felt unsatisfied. Eventually, it
involuntarily let go of this bone that was difficult to chew. The energy that fluctuated
within the cloud layer slowly paled. After which, the thick thundercloud slowly scattered
in front of the countless number of gazes below.

When this frightening Pill Lightning finally withdrew, Xiao Yan watched as the remaining
piece of palm-sized silver on the Earth Demon Puppet’s body suddenly changed to a
golden color...

While the Earth Demon Puppet’s changed into this golden color, Xiao Yan could
vaguely sense the interior of the Earth Demon Puppet undergo a monstrous
transformation.

Following the scattering of the thundercloud, the golden-colored Earth Demon Puppet
also leaped to its feet. After which, space distorted, and a ‘chi’ sound appeared in front
of Xiao Yan. After which, the puppet stood at his side like the most loyal guard.

“Is it finally about to succeed...”

Xiao Yan’s eyes were heated as he stared at the Earth Demon Puppet in front of him.
His hand gently pressed down on its golden-colored skin. Strangely, not even the
slightest feeling of hardness remained. Instead, it appeared even softer.

Xiao Yan raised his eyebrows upon sensing this change. He flicked his finger and a
jade-green flame agglomerated into the shape of a dagger on the tip of his finger. After
which, it viciously cut across the Earth Demon Puppet’s golden-colored skin.

When the flame transformed into a dagger, Xiao Yan was stunned to discover a faint-
white scar form on its skin. Moreover, this white scar automatically disappeared...

“‘What a terrifying defense!”




Xiao Yan involuntarily inhaled a breath of cool air when he saw this. His eyes were fiery
hot as he stared at the Earth Demon Puppet. However, calling it the Sky Demon Puppet
would likely be more suitable now...

After so many years of grooming, this puppet Xiao Yan had built had finally evolved to
the highest level!

With the Sky Demon Puppet, Xiao Yan would own another life preserving trump card!

Xiao Yan'’s gently smiled as his finger patted the arm of the Sky Demon Puppet. He
smiled. The returns of this Pill Gathering were far beyond his expectations...

When the thick thundercloud in the sky disappeared, a warm light once again scattered
down. It covered the stadium that had been devastated by the Pill Lightning. This
temperature caused quite a number of people to feel an unusual born-again feeling.

After enjoying being bathed in the sunlight for a moment, the heads of everyone in the
stadium suddenly swung to the tall stage where Xuan Kong Zi’s group was located.
Currently the Pill Gathering was coming to a close. Next would be the time to announce
the final winner...
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Chapter 1192: The Closure of the Pill Gathering

Xuan Kong Zi on the tall stage smiled at the entire stadium. Immediately, he took a step
forward. His eyes slowly swept over the sky before pausing on a skinny figure.

“The old me shall not say any unnecessary words at this moment. The Pill Lightning has
scattered. All the competitors, please take out the medicinal pills that you have refined.

The ten plus people still remaining on the stone platform hesitated for a moment upon
hearing Xuan Kong Zi’'s voice. Numerous round and shiny medicinal pills slowly flew
from their hands. They floated in front of them.

The medicinal fragrances lingering in the plaza had become much denser when these
medicinal pills appeared.

Innumerable gazes looked over. Nine night-pearl existences were present amid the
floating medicinal pills. Although they were of good quality and were sought after tier 7
high grade medicinal pills, they were not eye-catching. This was because above these
nine tier 7 medicinal pills were five medicinal pills with faint spiritual fogs encircling
them.




Although the outer appearance of a tier 7 pill and a tier 8 pill were similar, even
someone who knew nothing about pill refinement would be able to tell the difference
between the two. This difference was the difference in spirituality.

The energy of a tier 7 medicinal pill was extremely dense. However, it was a dead pill.
On the other hand, a tier 8 medicinal pill possessed its own spirituality. Only this kind of
medicinal pill could be called a living pill, or a spiritual pill...

The five tier 8 medicinal pills had just appeared when tried to increase the distance
between each other. Cao Ying’s and Dan Chen’s medicinal pills were the ones with the
weakest spirituality among these five medicinal pills. A faint spiritual fog lingered around
their medicinal pills, and the fog vaguely agglomerated into a fox and rabbit image.

A tier 8 medicinal pill already possessed some spirituality. This statement was true from
the looks of it since the pill was able to form a shape.

Countless numbers of curious gazes looked at the five tier 8 medicinal pills in the air.
This strange scene was witnessed by quite a number of people for the first time. Tier 8
medicinal pills were indeed extraordinary.

Not far beside the medicinal pills of Cao Ying and Dan Chen were three comparatively
larger medicinal pills. Among them, the medicinal pill of old demon Qing Hua had
formed a bear shape. However, it did not possess any fighting thoughts. It merely
guarded its territory because it knew it would not be able to deal with those other two
fierce existences.

While being surrounded by the four other tier 8 medicinal pills, the medicinal pill of Old
Mu Gu, which had stirred a four-colored Pill Lightning, was filled with spiritual aura. It
had formed a ferocious tiger shape that was repeatedly roaring at Xiao Yan’s Bone
Growing Blood Fusing Pill. It appeared to be extremely dissatisfied that the other party
had snatched the prestige that ought to belong to it.

“Chil”

Before the tiger roar could sound, a dense spiritual aura swiftly appeared around the
Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill. Immediately, it transformed into a small half-a-meter
dragon. It swung its tail and violently slammed it against the tiger-formed medicinal pill
of Old Mu Gu. Old Mu Gu'’s pill was beaten until it let out a miserable whimper. After
which, it dejectedly flew some distance away. After having undergone the baptism of the
five-colored Pill Lightning, the Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill was not something this
grade 4 medicinal pill could deal with.

Following the forms of these medicinal pills, numerous light suddenly surged out of
them. They were ranked like a golden pagoda. At the top of the golden pagoda was a
small dragon that was filled with spirituality. It let out a long roar at the sky. Its bright
light was just like a sun had exploded...




At this moment, everyone could clearly sense just what kind of pure, terrifying energy
was contained in the interior of this small medicinal pill.

From the tall stage, Xuan Kong Zi looked at the unresisting medicinal pills that had been
suppressed by the Bone Growing Blood Fusing Pill. He involuntarily smiled.
Immediately, he cried out in a loud voice, “Spirituality is honored in medicinal pills.
Currently, the most honored medicinal pill of this Pill Gathering has been born. Its
owner... is the final champion of this Pill Gathering... the champion is—Xiao Yan!”

Upon hearing Xuan Kong Zi’s short and powerful words, countless numbers of gazes
immediately turned to the stone stage in a uniform manner. A moment later, a deafening
cheer reverberated across the sky in an earth-shaking manner.

They had witnessed the occurrence of a miracle as well as the great pride in turning
things around with one’s own strength!

This pride caused the hearts of a countless number of people turned chaotic. Their
blood boiled as a result.

Xiao Yan overlooked the boiling stadium from the stone platform above. He involuntarily
smiled. Immediately, his eyes looked to the sky while he softly muttered in his heart,
“Teacher, this disciple did not cause you to lose face...”

Cao Ying and the rest revealed envious expressions in their eyes as they looked at Xiao
Yan, who eas the center of attention for tens of thousands of people. At this moment, he
was undoubtedly the most dazzling person on stage.

The champion of the Pill Gathering. This qualification was the representation of a peak
expert because all Pill Gathering champions from previous generations eventually
became top existences. This point was enough to cause the people around to
understand just what kind of shocking potential this skinny, young man possessed.

Song Qing’s expression was complicated as he stared at Xiao Yan. His eyes were
jealous, but still displayed a great amount of helplessness. Xiao Yan’s performance this
time around had caused a defeated feeling to appear in his heart. He was didn’t even
possess the thought of catching up to Xiao Yan.

“Bastard!”

The most furious person was naturally Old Mu Gu. The champion position that he was
about to obtain had suddenly disappeared. Moreover, he had been ridiculed by Xiao
Yan. How could this not cause this alchemist guru, who possessed quite a great
reputation in the Central Plains, to be furious?




Although he was furious, he was unable to do anything at this moment. He could only
watch as the ultimate glory of being the champion steadily landed on Xiao Yan'’s
shoulders.

“Brat, you should not be happy. The old me swears that | will deal with you personally!”

Old Mu Gu'’s eyes were a little red. His words were accurately transmitted to Xiao Yan’s
ears through the use of Dou Qi.

Xiao Yan faintly smiled upon hearing his threat. He glanced at the Sky Demon Puppet
beside him and a dense chill flashed across his eyes. His heart was already filled with a
killing intent for Old Mu Gu that was difficult to resolve. Once the matter of the Three
Thousand Burning Flame was over, he would definitely let this old fellow know just who
would deal with who!

Currently, the Earth Demon Puppet had evolved into the Sky Demon Puppet. Adding
this to the Little Fairy Doctor and Tian Huo zun-zhe, there were three elite Dou Zuns

beside him. It would not be difficult to finish Old Mu Gu off with this kind of frightening
lineup!

This soul-stirring, boiling applause continued for nearly a dozen minutes before it slowly
faded away.

“Xiao Yan, you have already become the champion of the Pill Gathering. In the future,
you will also become a potential candidate for the three great heads of the Pill Tower...”
Xuan Kong Zi smiled and looked at Xiao Yan on the stone platform as he slowly spoke.

Countless numbers of envious and jealous eyes shot toward Xiao Yan when these
words from Xuan Kong Zi sounded. A potential successor for the future three great
heads of the Pill Tower. This title meant that Xiao Yan had the potential to become a
great head of the Pill Tower in the future. This position really stood at the peak of the
Dou Qi continent...

Everyone present was clearly aware of just what kind of authority the great heads of the
Pill Tower had. They were the spiritual leaders in the hearts of a countless number of
alchemists around the continent!

The Pill Tower had never really gone to war with anyone. However, no one on the
continent doubted the terrifying strength that this ancient faction possessed.

Xiao Yan slightly nodded in front of those envious gazes. Regardless of whether or not
he would truly become a great head of the Pill Tower in the future, there was, at the
very least, no need to reject the title.

“Like | said earlier, you will obtain a scroll containing a soul training method from ancient
times as the champion.” Xuan Kong Zi waved his hand. An ancient, goatskin scroll




appeared in it. After which, his palm was pushed forward. This ancient scroll rushed to
Xiao Yan at a lightning-like speed under a mixture of light.

A joyous expression flashed across Xiao Yan’s face upon hearing his words. He had
advanced to the eighth tier. If he wanted to climb higher, he would need a soul training
method. The word formula that he had obtained from the Spirit Nourishment Powder
was too short even though it would occasionally be useful. However, it was impossible
for it to help him advance again.

Therefore, this so-called soul training method from ancient times was too important to
him.

Xiao Yan curled his hand and accurately grabbed the cluster of light. The glow
disappeared and revealed an ancient, goatskin scroll. There was a unique feeling
surging within his heart when his hand made contact with the goatskin.

“It is indeed a good thing.”

Xiao Yan quietly praised in his heart when he sensed this strange feeling. He
immediately laughed. With this thing, he would be able to swiftly stabilize his soul.

Although Xiao Yan was quite curious about this soul training method, this moment was
not the time to look at it. He flipped his hand and stored it into his Storage Ring in front
of the many fiery hot eyes. After which, he turned to Xuan Kong Zi and cupped his
hands together in thanks.

Xuan Kong Zi smiled as he looked at the satisfied expression on Xiao Yan’s face. Only
when the applause that resounded over the sky slowly reduce did he say, “The
champion has appeared. The star realm will open in two days. At that time, the top ten
of this Pill Gathering will have the opportunity to enter it and subdue the Three
Thousand Burning Flame!”

Xuan Kong Zi's words had just sounded when Xiao Yan, who had calmed down a little,
felt an uncontrollable surge of excitement. The reason he had put in so much effort was
for the Three Thousand Burning Flames!

Soon, this legendary, undying flame could finally be captured.

Of course, not only Xiao Yan was excited at this moment, the eyes of the others,
including Old Mu Gi, also became hot almost instantly. Clearly, the Three Thousand
Burning Flame was an attractive thing to them.

Upon seeing the excited expressions on the faces of these people, everyone knew that
the grand Pill Gathering had reached its end. However, the competitions had yet to end.
The target of this struggle this time around was not to be the champion of the Pill




Gathering. Instead, it was for the legendary, undying flame, the Three Thousand
Burning Flame!

Just who would be able get their hands on such a unique object?
This question caused the hearts of those present to fill with anticipation and curiosity...
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Chapter 1193: Xuan Yi, Tian Lei Zi

After a month of an seething atmosphere, the vast and endless sea of people around
the stadium gradually scattered along with the end of the Pill Gathering. Even though
the people scattered, an excited atmosphere still hung around the city. The intensity of
this Pill Gathering had far exceeded everyone’s expectations. That act of turning the
tide caused one’s blood to boil with heat by just thinking about it.

Night quietly encompassed this unusually lively city amid this noisiness. The well-lit city
stood sentinel to the endless flow of people in the streets. The topic on everyone’s
mouth was related to the Pill Gathering. Most of the conversations were naturally about
the young man called Xiao Yan, the champion of this Pill Gathering and the one who
had created a miracle.

This name, which appeared unfamiliar in the past, had been imprinted in the minds of
everyone. Moreover, all of them also understood that this name would echo over the
entire Central Plains very soon.

At that time, he would become the most dazzling young man across the entire Central
Plains region.

While the entire city maintained its lively state, the many competitors appeared about to
collapse after the one month of pill refinement, so they miserable fled to their own
residences. After which, they slept like dead dogs...

Xiao Yan was included among these people. A tier 8 medicinal pill was not as easy to
refine as he had imagined. Moreover, due to him having forcefully raised the spirituality
of the medicinal pill, Xiao Yan had basically exhausted all of his Spiritual Strength. His
exhaustion was quite terrifying, Hence, he immediately returned to his room after the Pill
Gathering was over. He shut his eyes and the night covered everything.

The Little Fairy Doctor and the rest clearly understood how tired Xiao Yan was. Hence,
no one disturbed him. They allowed him to quietly sleep as much as he needed.




By the time Xiao Yan woke up from his sleep, the sky had been covered by night. He
could even vaguely hear conversations filled with laughter and excitement outside.

For safety’s sake, the residence of Xiao Yan’s group had been shifted from the Ye
manor to the Pill Tower. Thus, they could prevent the people from the Hall of Souls from
secretly performing any schemes.

Xiao Yan sat up from his bed. He washed up a little before quickly walking out of the
room. Before he had rested, he had received Xuan Kong Zi's reminder to head over
after having rested.

“Creak...”

Xiao Yan pushed the door of his room opened, only to see quite a number of people
seated in the large hall outside. The Little Fairy Doctor, Tian Huo zun-zhe, Ye Zhong,
and the others were present.

“You have finally woken up. The people from the Pill Tower have come to hurry us quite
a number of times, but | stopped all of them.” The Little Fairy Doctor involuntarily smiled
and informed Xiao Yan in a gentle manner after seeing him come out.

“Yes.” Xiao Yan smiled and nodded. He said, “I will make a trip over first. All of you
should be careful.”

Xiao Yan did not stay for long after saying this. He chatted a little before he hurriedly left
the room. After which, he rushed to the top of the Pill Tower.

Xiao Yan met quite a number of alchemists along the way. These people hurriedly gave
way when they saw Xiao Yan. There was even some respect in their eyes when they
looked at Xiao Yan. Xiao Yan had turned the tide during the Pill Gathering and
preserved the dignity of the Pill Tower. This was equivalent to protecting their pride.

Additionally, the alchemist level that Xiao Yan had displayed during the Pill Gathering
was worthy of their respectful treatment.

Although Xiao Yan was worthy of their treatment, Xiao Yan felt a little ill at ease when
he receiving numerous respectful gazes no matter where he went. When other people
treated one with respect, one needed to, at the very least, return a smile. Hence, the
journey had resulted in Xiao Yan'’s face smiling to the point of nearly having cramps. In
the end, Xiao Yan, who was finally unable to endure smiling any longer, increased his
speed as he rushed to the top of the Pill Tower in front of everyone’s stunned eyes.

‘Hu...”

Xiao Yan finally arrived outside a large hall at the top level ten minutes later. He rubbed
his face before gently knocking on the door.




Xiao Yan'’s finger had just landed on the door when Xuan Kong Zi’s faint laughter was
emitted from behind it.

Upon hearing this, Xiao Yan pushed open the door and entered. His gaze swept
around, only to see quite a number of figures standing within the large hall. Cao Ying,
Dan Chen, and Song Qing were all present. Moreover, there were three figures in the
leaders’ seats. The one in the middle was Xuan Kong Zi. On one side of him was that
pretty woman and on the other was the dark-skinned elder Xiao Yan had seen on the
tall stage.

All the gazes in the hall gathered on Xiao Yan the moment he entered the hall. From a
certain point of view, Xiao Yan, who had become the champion of the Pill Gathering,
could be considered someone from the Pill Tower. Moreover, the position of a potential
successor was not a low one. Even an ordinary Elder would have to politely greet him
should they meet him.

“Ke ke, our champion has arrived.” Xuan Kong Zi involuntarily smiled and teased upon
seeing Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan let out a bitter laugh. He took a couple of steps forward and stood side-by-side
with Cao Ying and the others. After which, he cupped his hands respectfully to Xuan
Kong Zi trio and greeted them.

“I will make the introductions.” Xuan Kong Zi smiled. He pointed at the pretty woman by
his side, who was using a gentle gaze to look at Xiao Yan. He said, “This is association
head Xuan Yi. Ke ke, she has quite a deep relationship with your teacher. You can call
her aunt Xuan.”

Xiao Yan was startled upon hearing Xuan Kong Zi's words. He looked at the teasing
smile on Xuan Kong Zi’s face, and the corner of his mouth involuntarily twitched.
However, his eyes were stunned as he looked at the pretty woman. A deep relationship
with teacher? Could this be that legendary teacher’s wife?

“You old fellow. What nonsense are you spouting?”

That pretty woman, called Xuan Yi, a faint redness involuntarily flew over her face under
Xiao Yan’s stunned eyes. She furiously glared at Xuan Kong Zi before turning her eyes

to Xiao Yan. Her voice was gentle as she said, “You are called Xiao Yan right? That old

fellow Yao Chen has really accepted a good disciple this time around.”

Upon seeing the way Xuan Yi acted, Xiao Yan understood in his heart that she definitely
had a relationship with teacher that most people were unaware of. He did not dare slight
her. If it was really as he thought, he would need to kowtow and serve her tea.




TL: kowtow and serve tea is a form of respect from a disciple to a teacher. The
teacher’s wife generally also enjoys such a privilege

“Xiao Yan greets Xuan... aunt Xuan.”

Xiao Yan hesitated for a moment before he suddenly saw the expression Xuan Kong Zi
was giving him. His words hurriedly changed, and he altered the form of address.

Association head Xuan Yi was startled upon hearing Xiao Yan’s manner of address. A
faint redness quickly surfaced on her face. The gaze she used to look at Xiao Yan had
become even gentler. It was as though she was looking at her own younger generation.

Xiao Yan quietly muttered ‘lucky’ in his heart when he saw her eyes. Although he was
unaware if teacher really did have any relationship with her, it was obvious that the
other party had some feelings for Yao Lao. It appeared that teacher had left behind
quite a number of emotional ties back then.

“This is association head Tian Lei Zi...”

Xuan Kong Zi’s eyes turned to the dark-skinned elder with an unusually cold and stern
face. Xuan Kong Zi introduced him with a smile.

“Xiao Yan from the younger generation greets association head Tian Lei Zi.”

Xiao Yan hurriedly gave a greeting once again upon hearing him be introduced. These
three were peak existences on the continent. It was always right to be a little more
respectful.

“Yes, we really have to thank you for this Pill Gathering...” The cold and stern face of
Tian Lei Zi also became slightly gentle upon facing Xiao Yan. However, his voice still
appeared low and deep, giving one an unusual feeling pressure.

“Ha ha, there is no need to be afraid. This old fellow has been like this all his life.” Xuan
Kong Zi by his side laughed.

Xiao Yan nodded. A master should have the demeanor of a master.

“Since everyone has gathered, | shall come back to the main topic.” Xuan Kong Zi’s
expression had become much more serious upon bringing up the topic of an important
matter. He slowly said, “The star region will be opened the day after tomorrow. You will
all enter it and try to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame.”

“The star region is a space that the three of us joined hands to create. Moreover, we
added some powerful seals and hid it within the stars. The Three Thousand Burning
Flame is also sealed within it.”




Xiao Yan braced his attention when he heard about the information related to the Three
Thousand Burning Flame. He hurriedly listened.

“Due to the prolonged seal, the Three Thousand Burning Flame has formed a great
grudge against the Pill Tower, especially against the three of us. Should it escape the
seal, it would definitely end up attempting to take revenge.” Xuan Kong Zi explained in a
deep voice.

“This time around, it would be fine if there is someone who can subdue the Three
Thousand Burning Flame. However, we are worried about someone not being able to
subdue it and will instead want to release it to destroy Holy Pill City.”

“The people association head is mentioning... are the members from the Hall of Souls?”
Xiao Yan’s eyes flickered as he softly inquired.

“‘Aye...”

Xuan Kong Zi slowly nodded. A dense, cold expression flashed across his eyes as he
said, “The traces of that Old Mu Gu have disappeared after the Pill Gathering ended.
Even the three of us are unable to find him. Clearly, he is afraid of us secretly attacking
and finding trouble with him. Therefore, he has purposefully hid himself.

“The relationship of the Hall of Souls and our Pill Tower has always been poor. If they
have the opportunity to give us a blow, they will definitely not give it up. Moreover, Old
Mu Gu has come this time around. Therefore, they definitely have some sort of plan...”

“The Three Thousand Burning Flame must also not land in the hands of the Hall of
Souls. We are worried that they intend to quietly undo the seal of the Three Thousand
Burning Flame.” Xuan Yi also knit her eyebrows and softly added.

“The three of us must definitely maintain the seal of the star region when it is opened.
Therefore, we will not be able to enter it. The reason why we have summoned all of you
here is to get all of you to try your best to stop Old Mu Gu after you have entered the
star region. If he does anything not right, you should immediately shatter this bead. The
experts from the Pill Tower will swiftly arrive to lend a hand.”

Four jade beads rushed out after Xuan Kong Zi’'s words sounded. After which, they
remained suspended in front of Xiao Yan’s group.

Xiao Yan’s group gently nodded after receiving the jade bead. From the looks of it, the
fight for the Three Thousand Burning Flame this time around would be quite fierce...

“‘Not very many people are able to enter the star region at any one time. Otherwise, they
will wake the slumbering Three Thousand Burning Flame. Therefore, all of you will have
to be relied upon as the frontlines this time around!”




Xuan Kong Zi's expression was solemn as he looked at Xiao Yan’s group while
speaking in a deep voice.

Xiao Yan slowly nodded. He needed to obtain the Three Thousand Burning Flame at
any cost. If Old Mu Gu wanted to stop him, he could only give him a ruthlessly fight
back...
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Chapter 1194: Two Opposing Women

After discussing some matters regarding the opening of the star region with everyone
gathered, Xiao Yan'’s group left the large hall.

Xiao Yan did not remain for long after having left the large hall. He turned around and
walked toward a path. However, his feet had just stepped forward when a graceful
figure appeared in front of him accompanied by a fragrance. Xiao Yan was startled
before he immediately laughed, “Why? Does Miss Cao Ying have some matters?”

“Nothing. | am incidentally using the same path. Let’s leave together.” Cao Ying sweetly
smiled. Her exquisite face revealed an alluring enchantment. This woman was just like a
fox demon that could bring calamity to a country and its people. Her smiles and frowns
were enough to cause a man to go crazy over her.

Xiao Yan was stunned when he heard her invitation. Since when did this witch treat him
so well? In the past, she earnestly wished for him to come into conflict with others while
she stood by the side and watched the show.

While Xiao Yan was pondering what was happening in his heart, the expression of Song
Qing slightly worsened. Cao Ying’s change had caused him to feel uneasy. He hurriedly
came forward and laughed, “Ying-er, brother Xiao Yan always has many things to deal
with. Coincidentally, the star region will be opened in two days. At that time, that old
bastard Old Mu Gu might launch a sneak attack again. If we train now, we might be able
to guard against him when the time comes.”

“Yes, brother Song words are quite...” Xiao Yan hurriedly nodded upon hearing them.
He kind of feared this witch Cao Ying. He did not wish to be toyed with by her Since
Song Qing had stepped forward, he would hurriedly push her to him.

However, before Xiao Yan’s words had finished, the enchanting smile on Cao Ying’s
face was withdrawn. She faintly declared, “There is no need. | do not wish to be left
behind as a sacrifice again.”

Song Qing was somber when he heard Cao Ying's words. His expression had become
unusually embarrassed.




Cao Ying’s pretty eyes turned to Xiao Yan. She violently looked at him. From her looks,
it seemed that this witch would go crazy if Xiao Yan were to utter any more excuses.

Xiao Yan helplessly shook his head. He threw a pitiful gaze to Song Qing. Although
Song Qing’s actions of leaving his companion behind at a critical moment were indeed
shameless, the treatment that he had currently received was also quite pitiful.

Xiao Yan quietly sighed in his heart. He could only turn around and walk to the stairs
that led to the bottom of the Pill Tower. Only then did Cao Ying smile. After which, she
closely followed behind him. Her crisp and soft laughter caused one to feel one’s bones
softening.

Song Qing’s expression was volatile as he watched the backs of these two people
disappear into the distance. He violently clenched his teeth a moment later. His face
was dark, solemn as he swung his sleeves and left.

Xiao Yan and Cao Ying walked all the way down. She continued to softly inquire about
unimportant matter. Her alluring manners of occasionally covering her mouth and
laughing softly would cause some young alchemists to involuntarily halt their footsteps.
Their eyes contained some envy when they looked at Xiao Yan.

These envious gazes cause Xiao Yan to feel as though he was sitting on needles. This
witch was unpredictable. No one knew just what she was thinking. Even Xiao Yan
himself wasn’t sure why she had suddenly become so gentle to him. Could it be
because he had saved her life back in the Pill Realm?

This short journey appeared just like a long march to Xiao Yan. He only let out a long
sigh of relief when he was about to arrive at his residence after much difficulty.

Xiao Yan stood in the corridor outside of the room. He was planning to open his mouth
and say his goodbye when the door to the room suddenly opened with a creaking
sound. Immediately, a white figure slowly stepped out. Surprise expression flashed
across her ethereal eyes when she saw that Xiao Yan was together with Cao Ying.

“Little Fairy Doctor.”

Xiao Yan'’s heart felt a slight joy when he saw who had appeared. He hurriedly called
out to her before swiftly walking forward.

Cao Ying’s eyes also paused on the Little Fairy Doctor after she had appeared. Her
picture-like eyebrows were gently lifted.




Although the Little Fairy Doctor’s appearance was not as enchanting as Cao Ying’s, it
contained a gentleness that warmed one’s heart, especially now that her Woeful Poison
Body was completely under control. The faint chillness that had existed between her
brows in the past had quietly faded away. The current Little Fairy Doctor was just like
the girl Xiao Yan had seen in Qingshan Town, possessing a graceful elegance like a
fairy.

If Cao Ying was described as a bewitching and alluring witch, the Little Fairy Doctor was
just like a fairy that had fallen into the mortal realm...

The two women possessed two completely different demeanors. However, they were
both enticing.

The Little Fairy Doctor’s pretty eyes gently blinked when she saw Xiao Yan swiftly
walking over. After seeing the expression in his eyes, the intelligent her understood
everything within her heart. The corner of her mouth involuntarily revealed a warm
smile.

“Hello... Cao Ying. May | know how to address you?” An alluring smile hung on Cao
Ying’s face as she extended her long, narrow hand while introducing herself.

“Little Fairy Doctor...” The Little Fairy Doctor gently held Cao Ying’s hand. Her gentle
tone was neither hurried nor impatient.

‘I have followed Xiao Yan back. You don’t mind, do you?” Cao Ying smiled and
withdrew her hand. Her pretty eyes glanced at Xiao Yan, but she spoke as though
nothing had happened.

“A mere idle chat between friends. What is there to mind?” The Little Fairy Doctor softly
laughed. The corner of her eyes involuntarily revealed a faint smile when she heard Cao
Ying treating her as someone with a relationship with Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan by the side involuntarily rolled his eyes when he heard their responses. These
two women might appear polite on the surface, but their words did not appear to be that
calm.

“There are still people waiting for him in the room. We shall not continue chatting here. If
Miss Cao has time in the future, you can come more often to play.” The Little Fairy
Doctor replied with a faint smile. However, her tone contained the intention of sending
this guest off.

Cao Ying’s expression did not change upon hearing her words. She sweetly smiled and
said, “Definitely.”




The Little Fairy Doctor slightly smiled upon hearing her reply. She extended her hand
and wrapped it around Xiao Yan’s arm. After which, she pulled his somewhat stiff body
along as they entered the room.

The smile on Cao Ying’s face was slowly withdrawn as she stared at the tightly shut
door. A soft snort was emitted from her nostrils a moment later. She gently clenched her
hand and a bewitching arc once again appeared on her face.

“Xiao Yan, you will not be able to escape the hands of mine!”

Before Xiao Yan could say anything, the Little Fairy Doctor swiftly withdrew her hand
after entering the room. Xiao Yan could vaguely see a pair of bright-red ear lobes. He
involuntarily laughed.

“You actually dare to laugh? All you do is attract woman...”

The Little Fairy Doctor involuntarily chastised him because of embarrassed anger when
she heard Xiao Yan laugh.

“You want to manage the woman | attract?” Xiao Yan smiled as he playfully teased.

The Little Fairy Doctor’s pretty face became slightly red upon hearing his teasing. She
hurriedly found an excuse and replied, “Xun Er asked me to watch over you before she
left...”

Xiao Yan ignored the excuse she had thrown out of her mouth. The smile on his face
became more playful.

“‘Hee hee, Xiao Yan, you dare to take liberties with Little Fairy Doctor jie-jie (elder
sister). | will definitely report this to Cai Lin jie-jie. When we left back then, she
instructed me to kill you if | saw you being hooked by other woman.” A lovely laughter
suddenly chimed across the room while Xiao Yan was secretly smiling. This caused
Xiao Yan to leap from shock. He hurriedly turned around and saw the purple-clothed Zi
Yan sitting at the window. Her legs were swinging back and forth.

“Kill me?”

Xiao Yan widened his mouth and felt somewhat speechless. This kind of thing was
something Cai Lin specialized in.

“You girl, now you have also become so elusive...” Xiao Yan helplessly shook his head.
He sat in a chair and immediately asked, “That’s right, where is Xiong Zhan? Is he not
with you?”




“‘He has been settled outside of the Pill Tower. This is not a place he can enter...” Zi
Yan swung her pale-purple ponytail. Her small hand was extended and appeared in
front of Xiao Yan. After which, she snatched the teacup from Xiao Yan’s hand and
gulped it down. Only then did she say in an elderly manner, “I have come here to lend
you a hand.”

Xiao Yan and the Little Fairy Doctor involuntarily laughed when they heard her words.
This girl was really cute.

“What is this attitude of yours...” Zi Yan was a little dissatisfied upon hearing their
laughter. She softly snorted, “Without my help, | guarantee that you will have no chance
of getting the Three Thousand Burning Flame.”

“Rattle!”

The teacup Xiao Yan had just delivered to the corner of his mouth suddenly paused. His
eyes swiftly turned to Zi Yan. His expression was a lot more serious as he asked, “What
do you mean?”

“‘Hmph, do you really it will be so easy to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame?
Even the three great heads of the Pill Tower did not have the ability to. Do you intend to
forcefully subdue it?” Zi Yan curled her small mouth and said. “I know that the Pill Tower
wants all of you to go and try your luck. Unfortunately, however, the Three Thousand
Burning Flame already possesses its own intelligence. It is not as easy to subdue as the
Fallen Heart Flame in the Inner Academy.”

“What do you have in mind?” Xiao Yan had become a lot more grave. He was naturally
aware that the Three Thousand Burning Flame was far from what the Fallen Heart
Flame could compare with. However, things should be indeed the case when he
thought about it. How lousy could the thing that caused even Xuan Kong Zi’s trio to treat
seriously be?

A proudness surged over Zi Yan’s small face when she saw that Xiao Yan had put
down his pride to inquire. She patted her small chest and said, “I can tell you this.
However, you must promise to refine a medicinal ingredient that you have obtained from
Xiong Zhan everyday.”

Xiao Yan rolled his eyes upon hearing this. This greedy little fellow...
“Alright, alright. We will do as you say...”
“‘Hee hee.”

Zi Yan laughed. Only then did she stand up with satisfaction. She gently clenched her
small hand and a purple-colored glow appeared. Immediately it wiggled and




transformed into a half-a-foot-long purple dragon in front of Xiao Yan’s and the Little
Fairy Doctor’s eyes.

This purple dragon’s eyes were tightly shut. Her body lingered. Although it was only
illusionary, it vaguely possessed an unusually terrifying dragon might that pervaded the
room.

“I heard Little Fairy Doctor jie-jie mention that you entered the star region once. The
Three Thousand Burning Flame that you have seen should look like this, right?”

Xiao Yan slowly nodded. This purple dragon was a complete miniature of the Three
Thousand Burning Flame, but why would Zi Yan know what it looks like? Could it be...

Xiao Yan'’s expression quickly changed when he thought of a certain possibility.

If you find any errors ( broken links, non-standard content, etc.. ), Please let us know <
report chapter > so we can fix it as soon as possible.

Chapter 1195: Dragon Seal

Xiao Yan had made many guesses about Zi Yan'’s actual body during these years, and
he had gradually become aware of what she was. A Magical Beast that viewed
Heavenly Demon Phoenix as food. What other beast could it be other than the
mysterious Ancient Void Dragons of the Magical Beast world?

Moreover, the Ancient Void Dragons specialized in penetrating space itself. The
supernatural powers that Zi Yan would occasionally display were related to space. From
the way she had suddenly entered the Pill Realm and randomly left it, it was possible to
vaguely tell the identity of this girl. She should be an Ancient Void Dragon.

Xiao Yan had only heard a little about the mysterious existence called Ancient Void
Dragon. However, he had never personally seen one. Hence, he was not quite sure
what their actual form looked like. However, Zi Yan was currently hinting that the shape
of the Three Thousand Burning Flame was that of a dragon. Could it be... the Three
Thousand Burning Flame was related to the Ancient Void Dragon?

Zi Yan randomly scattered the purple dragon in her hand when she saw Xiao Yan's
expression of contemplation. She said, “This Three Thousand Burning Dragon is
extremely wild and uncontrollable. Forget about you. Even the three great heads of the
Pill Tower do not possess the ability to forcefully tame it. Additionally, it already
possesses high intelligence. Do you think that it is willing to be subdued by others?”

Xiao Yan was silent. As long as the Three Thousand Burning Flame really possessed
an intelligence, it would definitely not allow others to randomly absorb it or control it at
will. However, if it was unwilling, the only path left was force. However... this Three
Thousand Burning Flame was called an undying flame. It was impossible to completely




destroy it. If they were to really get into an all out fight, it was likely that even Xuan Kong
Zi’s group could only withdraw.

“If one puts it this way, would not subduing the Three Thousand Burning Flame be a
joke?” Xiao Yan asked with a frown.

“‘Hee hee, you can also put it this way. The three great heads of the Pill Tower have
thought about the Three Thousand Burning Flame in an overly simple manner. All they
do is hope that someone is blessed enough to meet the eyes of the Three Thousand
Burning Flames. Chi, the other party possesses intelligence. Only a fool would follow
you. Would you be willing to allow others to absorb you?” Zi Yan curled her small mouth
and questioned.

Xiao Yan slightly nodded. Zi Yan’s words might not be pleasing to the ears, but they
were the truth. It seemed that subduing the Three Thousand Burning Flame was not
going to be as simple as he had imagined.

After musing for a moment, Xiao Yan suddenly turned his eyes to Zi Yan and inquired,
“Since you have involved yourself in this matter, | think that you should have come up
with some sort of solution, right?”

“‘Hee hee...” Zi Yan proudly revealed her two cute little eyes. After which, she shook her
head and said, “Do you know why this Three Thousand Burning Flame has taken the
form of my clan?”

“No.” Xiao Yan honestly shook his head. He was surprised and didn’t know why the
Three Thousand Burning Flame would choose this form.

“This is because the Three Thousand Burning Flame was reared by my clan.” Zi Yan
soft voice shocked Xiao Yan until his teacup emitted a ‘clang’ sound as it landed on the
ground before shattering into pieces.

“What did you say?” Xiao Yan suddenly turned to Zi Yan and asked in disbelief.

“This is some information that | learned after having returned to my clan this time
around. | was am aware that had come to the Central Plains for this thing. That is why |
paid some attention to it and obtained this information...” Zi Yan spread her hands and
said, “A very long time ago when the Three Thousand Burning Flame was likely in its
infant form, there was an ancestor in my clan that discovered it. However, the Three
Thousand Burning Flame at that time was too weak. Therefore, that ancestor left behind
a dragon seal within the body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame. This is why the
Three Thousand Burning Flame grew into a form similar to that of my clan.”

Xiao Yan'’s face was filled with shock. It was a long while later before he slowly sat back
down in his chair. He swallowed a mouthful of saliva. After all this meddling, this Three
Thousand Burning Flame was something with an owner?




“If that ancestor is still alive, you can say that this Three Thousand Burning Flame has
an owner. Fortunately, based on the records of the clan, that ancestor completely lost
contact during a spatial tour. After so many years, | don’t even think his corpse still
exists...” Zi Yan appeared to have understood what Xiao Yan was thinking when she
saw his expression. She immediately laughed.

“‘Hu...”

Xiao Yan’s somewhat pale face gradually recovered its sleek redness when he heard
her words. He wiped the cold sweat off his forehead. If someone were to tell him that
the Three Thousand Burning Flame had an owner at this point in time, after he had
spent a great amount of effort, it was likely that Xiao Yan would become quite demented
even with his calmness.

“Hee hee, you should be glad that the ancestor of mine left a dragon seal within the
Three Thousand Burning Flame back then. Otherwise, it is likely that you would not
have any chance...” Zi Yan laughed. She clenched her small hand and a small jade
bottle appeared in it. A deep-golden blood was flowing within the jade bottle. There was
an unusually powerful dragon’s might vaguely spreading out of it.

“This is?” Xiao Yan’s eyes revealed a surprise as he softly asked.
“The blood of an Ancient Dragon... come, extend your hand out.” Zi Yan instructed.

“What?” Xiao Yan asked doubtfully. However, he extended his hand just like he had
been told.

“I will plant this dragon seal on your hand...” Zi Yan carefully dripped a dark-golden drop
of blood from the jade bottle onto Xiao Yan’s hand. It landed on his palm. After which,
his hand suddenly changed. One could see a dark-golden drop of blood spreading and
forming a strange symbol that adhered to Xiao Yan’s palm.

“I can subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame with this?” Xiao Yan looked at the
strange symbol in his hand and curiously inquired.

“‘Dream on... well, take this. Once you enter the star region, try to place that drop of
blood on the forehead of the Three Thousand Burning Flame. After which, the dragon
seal that is hidden within its body will be activated...” Zi Yan swung her purple ponytail
and added, “However, | advise you to wait until the Three Thousand Burning Flame has
been exhausted by those fellows before you do this. At that time, your chances of
success will be much greater.

“What if | fail?” Xiao Yan’s sharp senses discovered something was not quite right.




“Ugh... if you fail...” Zi Yan suddenly extended her small tongue before saying, “This
dragon seal works both ways. If you succeed, you will control it. If you falil, it will control
you...”

Xiao Yan appeared to have been struck by lightning when he heard her words. The face
of the Little Fairy Doctor also changed slightly as she said in a deep voice, “Girl, what
joke are you playing? You dare to take something that has such a serious
consequence?”

“You will never be able to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame if you do not do
this. That thing is called an undying flame. It isn’t afraid of death. Don’t tell me that you
are going to compete with it in terms of lifespan?” Zi Yan muttered.

Xiao Yan involuntarily let out a bitter laugh when he saw Zu Yan'’s wronged expression.
He mused for a moment before receiving the small jade bottle and saying, “This is also
a method. However, it cannot be easily used.”

“You can rest assured that the dragon seal of yours is one that | secretly stole from a
slumbering Elder. It is extremely precious. In terms of dragon seal grades, it is definitely
better than the one that ancestor had placed back then. Therefore, your chances of
success are far higher than the Three Thousand Burning Flame’s chances as long as
you grasp a good opportunity. The best is to use it when it has been seriously injured.
You will definitely subdue it then!” Zi Yan’s small face spoke in an incomparably serious
manner.

Xiao Yan involuntarily let out a bitter smile when he heard her words. This girl’s
boldness was greater than even the Heavens. It was likely that the members of her clan
had suffered from her torture during this period of time.

“Alright, | will trust you this time...” Xiao Yan raised his head to look at the Little Fairy
Doctor’s worried expression after having stored away the jade bottle. He involuntarily
smiled and comforted, “Rest assured, nothing will go wrong. If anything really goes
wrong, | will not use this thing. | know my limits...”

The Little Fairy Doctor could only gently nod when she heard Xiao Yan put it this way.
After which, her pretty eyes glared at Zi Yan. An awkward smile surfaced on Zi Yan’s
small face.

Xiao Yan involuntarily smiled as well when he saw Zi Yan’s awkward smile. His finger
gently rubbed his Storage Ring. However, his eyes were flowing through the endless
starry sky through the window. Xiao Yan had traveled a great distance from the Black
Corner Region to the Central Plains for the Three Thousand Burning Flame. After
having worked hard for so many years, Xiao Yan needed to obtain it this time around!




Two days passed with the blink of an eye while a countless number of people waited.

When the morning sunlight had just scattered down from the sky on the second day,
Holy Pill City, having been somewhat quiet for two days, once again became lively.
Countless numbers of people hurried to the location of the Pill Tower. Today, the top ten
of the Pill Gathering would enter the Star Region and subdue the Three Thousand
Burning Flame. The hearts of these people were extremely curious about whether or not
this Three Thousand Burning Flame, that had been sealed by the Pill Tower for many
years, could be subdued.

The outside of the Pill Tower had been extremely noisy since early morning. Black
masses of humans filled every single street.

The sun in the sky gradually rose to its peak. Only then did three figures finally fly from
the top of the Pill Tower. After which, they floated high in the sky.

“Those who are entering the Star Region should prepare themselves!”

Xuan Kong Zi remained suspended in the sky. He overlooked the area below from high
above. A low and deep voice resounded over the city.

Swoosh swoosh swoosh!

Xuan Kong Zi's words had just sounded when numerous figures rushed over from all
directions. They immediately paused in the sky. Looking at them, it was the people had
entered the top ten.

The eyes of Xuan Kong Zi and the other association heads slowly swept over these ten
people. Finally, their eyes were cold as they paused on the cold smile of Old Mu Gu.

Old Mu Gu’s face twitched in the face of the frosty focus of Xuan Kong Zi’s trio.
However, he was not overly afraid. He knew that Xuan Kong Zi did not dare do anything
to him in public.

Xuan Kong Zi’s trio exchanged looks with each other after having slowly withdrawn their
eyes. Their hand seals began to change in a lightning-like manner. Vast and mighty
spiritual ripples spread out from the bodies of the three of them. Immediately, everyone
saw the empty sky suddenly fluctuate. After which, a faint-silver spatial door appeared
in front of everyone’s eyes.

“The First Elder will accompany all of you into the star region during this trip. He will also
explain to you the rules in detail...”

Xuan Kong Zi glanced at the silver spatial door. His eyes suddenly became sharp and
stern.




“Now, enter...”
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Xuan Kong Zi’s words had just sounded when a white-robed figure slowly appeared in
front of everyone’s eyes. His gaze swept over Xiao Yan’s group before pausing on Old
Mu Gu. After which, he faintly said, “The old me is the First Elder of the Pill Tower, Qiu
Ling. | will be leading all of you into the Star Region this time around. Remember, all
you need to do is follow me after entering. The old me has the right to revoke the right
of anyone who does not follow the rules.”

Xiao Yan and the others slightly nodded upon hearing his words. He clearly understood
in his heart that First Elder Qiu Ling was leading them because Xuan Kong Zi’s group
was worried about Old Mu Gu.

The corner of Old Mu Gu’s mouth moved under the focus of Qiu Ling. Immediately, he
withdrew his hands under his sleeves. His expression was indifferent.

While the few of them spoke, the fluctuating spatial door had fully stabilized.

Qiu Ling exchanged glances with Xuan Kong Zi’'s group upon seeing this. After which,
he slightly nodded. Qiu Ling waved his hand and took the lead to step into the spatial
door before disappearing in the blink of an eye. Xiao Yan and the others hurriedly
followed.

Numerous figures continuously disappeared into this fluctuating space. Within less than
a minute, eleven people had disappeared in front of a countless number of gazes.

When the last person entered the spatial door, the sternness on Xuan Kong Zi’s face
was slightly reduced slightly. His eyes looked down from above before he commanded
in a deep voice, “Pay more attention today. Do not allow any trouble to occur.”

“The experts from the Pill Tower have been arranged by us in to be in Holy Pill City.
They are awaiting orders. If any unexpected changes occur, they will immediately come
and lend a hand.” Tian Lei Zi nodded as he replied.

“There are still some experts that have good relationships with the Pill Tower currently
in Holy Pill City. | will dispatch someone to inform them to help us keep an eye on
things...” Xuan Yi softly informed them.




Xuan Kong Zi only nodded upon hearing her words. His eyes looked at the large spatial
door and sighed. “Hopefully everything will be smooth...”

The empty space suddenly fluctuated. Immediately, ten plus figures slowly appeared...

Xiao Yan immediately felt a hot vapor rushing to him when he appeared. At the same
time, the Glazed Lotus Heart Flame within his body suddenly became hot at this
moment. This kind of situation caused his heart to beat faster. It was a situation that
only occurred when he met other Heavenly Flames...

“This place is indeed where the Three Thousand Burning Flame is located...”

Xiao Yan softly muttered to himself within his heart. His eyes suddenly glanced at Old
Mu Gu only to see that his eyes also had a heated expression. Clearly, the Sea Heart
Flame within his body had also sensed this change.

Xiao Yan swiftly shifted his gaze from Old Mu Gu and began to observe this so-called
Star Region. Due to him having anxiously rushed in last time, he did not have much
time to pay attention.

The so-called Star Region was a space that had been forcefully torn open by the three
giant heads of the Pill Tower. This kind of space was naturally unable to compare with
the Pill Realm or the Gu Realm since those were unique places. Moreover, the Star
Region appeared quite desolate. The faint hot fog that permeated around the region
released a somewhat weak light that seeped into this space, causing the light here to
appear quiet cool.

Xiao Yan’s hand randomly grabbed at the weak light. The area that his hand came into
contact with was ice-cold. His eyes narrowed, “This is... the light of the stars?”

“This Star Region is not able to prevent the strength of the stars from seeping through it.
However, daytime is when the strength of the stars is at its weakest. Therefore, we can
only choose to enter at this time...” The First Elder called Qiu Ling explained in a faint
voice at this moment.

Xiao Yan and the others came to a sudden understanding upon hearing this. The Three
Thousand Burning Flame was said to be the fire of the stars. It was born from
agglomerating the strength of the stars. As long as there were enough stars, it would
never die. There was seldom any time that the strength of the stars completely
disappeared from the world because the strength of the stars existed even during the
day. However, it was just comparatively weaker.

“Follow me. Don't get lost. This Star Region exists within the spatial tear. There are
some places within it that are connected to the void. If you end up barging in, all of you




should understand the results.” Qiu Ling waved his hand. His body moved, and he
swiftly rushed forward. Xiao Yan and the rest behind hurriedly followed.

The size of the Star Region was unable to compare with the Pill Realm. However, that
was relatively speaking. Based on Xiao Yan’s guess, this place would likely not be
smaller than the incomparably large Holy Pill City. They were unable to see any edges
despite having flown for over ten minutes. From this, it was possible to gain some clues
as to its size.

Although he was still unable to see their target despite flying for so long, Xiao Yan’s
group could clearly sense the surrounding temperature grow warmer. In the end, Song
Qing and the rest had no choice but to summon their Dou Qi in order to resist the grilling
of the high temperature.

This kind of temperature did not cause Xiao Yan any discomfort. He possessed the
protection of a Heavenly Flame. Therefore, his ability to resist fire was far from what an
ordinary person could compare with.

The entire group swiftly flew through this empty space. This continued for around ten
more minutes...

After the second ten minutes had passed, everyone present, with the exception of Xiao
Yan, First Elder, Old Mu Gu, and old demon Qing Hua, had to use their powerful Dou Qi
to protect their bodies. The temperature of this place had already reached quite a high
one.

“It seems that we are about to arrive...”

Xiao Yan glanced at the rest while he flew. A thought suddenly passed through his heart
as his gaze shot into the distance in front of him. The Glazed Lotus Heart Flame within
his body had suddenly churned at this moment. This was the first time in all these years
that it had shown such a reaction.

While Xiao Yan had sensed something, a glow was suddenly emitted on the face of Old
Mu Gu. Old Mu Gu licked his lips. His face was filled with desire and greed.

Although the other people had not sensed the Heavenly Flame, they were still able to
sense the surrounding temperature sudden increase. They understood in their hearts
that they were about to arrive at their destination...

While a caution had risen in everyone’s hearts, a hot, intense glow suddenly appeared
in the distant empty space. The intensity of the light appeared like a bright sun, causing
one’s eyes to involuntarily feel a piercing pain.

“We have arrived. All of you should be careful. Remember, if anyone does something
out of line, the old me has the right to kill him here and now!”




The body of the leading Qiu Ling suddenly paused for a moment. He turned his head
and his sharp eyes swept over everyone. Finally, they landed on Old Mu Gu as he
coldly spoke.

Only after saying these words did Qiu Ling slow down and slowly drifted to the area in
front of him. Xiao Yan and the others swiftly followed behind him.

Upon their gradual approach to the cluster of glaring light, the being within the light
clearly appeared within their sight...

“Gulp!”

The expressions of Xiao Yan’s group became dull when they clearly saw the interior of
the light. Their throats moved as they swallowed a mouthful of saliva with much
difficulty. A completely shocked expression filled their eyes!

There was an enormous dragon that stretched on endlessly within the light. The large
dragon’s eyes were shut. Its body was curled as it lay on the ground. Strange purple-
black flames lingered all over its huge body. When the flames rose, the surrounding
space distorted...

The enormous dragon lay within this vast empty space. Purple-black flames continued
to seep out of its body, burning tirelessly. This kind of spectacular scene caused one to
feel a shock that was difficult to hide.

Although Xiao Yan had already seen it once during his spiritual tour back then, he had
only gotten a hurried glance. Only after having approached did he clearly sense just
how frightening this ancient wonder was. Everyone appeared just like ants when
standing in front of this large dragon. A feeling of being tiny rose within their hearts.

“This... is this that Three Thousand Burning Flame...”

A person’s voice softly muttered amid the silence. Although the large dragon’s eyes
were shut, its rich dragon’s might caused everyone’s legs to have the impulse to
tremble. This kind of size was really too shocking.

Old Mu Gu was also shocked by the size of the Three Thousand Burning Flame for a
moment. However, he was at the very least an elite Dou Zun and a tier 8 alchemist. His
experience was extraordinary. Hence, he managed to swiftly recover. The greed in his
eyes became denser.

After the first person opened his mouth to speak, the others gradually recovered from
their shock. They looked at each other and quietly felt speechless. This thing was really
a little too frightening.




Xiao Yan looked at this large dragon in front of him. His palm suddenly became heated.
At that moment, a thought passed through his mind and his eyes glanced over without
leaving a trace. He discovered the dragon seal that Zi Yan had planted was beginning
to show signs of heating up at this moment.

“Looks like what Zi Yan has said is true. A dragon seal has been also planted within the
body of this Three Thousand Burning Flame...” A thought passed through Xiao Yan's
heart when he sensed the change in the dragon seal.

“This is the Three Thousand Burning Flame. However, it is currently being sealed. Next,
all of you should step forward and try to see if you can use some gentle tactics to
subdue it.” Qiu Ling spoke in a deep voice. “Remember, use gentle tactics. Do not wake
it from its slumber!”

Qiu Ling’s eyes were filled with a chill when he spoke. His gaze focused on Old Mu Gu.
From the looks of it, he was cautious and disliked Old Mu Gu.

Old Mu Gu merely gave a cold smile in the face of Qiu Ling’s eyes, but he did not say
anything to refute the First Elder.

Qiu Ling slowly withdrew his eyes when he saw Old Mu Gu’s nhoncommittal response.
After which, his eyes gently turned to Xiao Yan as he said, “Xiao Yan, you are the
champion of this Pill Gathering. Therefore, you should be first...”

Everyone’s eyes gathered on Xiao Yan after Qiu Ling’s words sounded.

Xiao Yan'’s expression did not change in the face of these gazes. He hesitated for a
moment before slightly nodding. After which, he inhaled a deep breath of air and slowly
walked toward the large, slumbering dragon!
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That dragon’s might grew stronger as Xiao Yan’s feet gradually approached the large
dragon. There was a vague trace of Xiao Yan'’s legs weakening where it seemed he
was about to fall to his knees.

Xiao Yan slightly knit his brows when he sensed this change. This Three Thousand
Burning Flame was indeed strange. Could it be that it has always treated itself as an
Ancient Void Dragon?

This thought flashed across Xiao Yan’s heart as he quietly became cautious. From the
looks of the aura on it, this Three Thousand Burning Flame was far from what the Fallen




Heart Flame could compare with. If he was careless, he might end up falling in the most
unexpected place. At that time, it would be too late for him to feel regret.

Xiao Yan finally arrived in front of the large dragon a moment later as the hot eyes from
everyone looked on. His body was suspended by the head of the dragon. Looking from
a distance, he was insignificant when compared to the enormous body of the Three
Thousand Burning Flame.

Upon encountering the Three Thousand Burning Flame at such close proximity, Xiao
Yan truly sensed the deterrence that this large fellow emitted. If one were to talk about
size, it was likely that Xiao Yan’s height was similar to just the length of a dragon scale
on the its body.

Xiao Yan stood in front of the enormous dragon head. Although this Three Thousand
Burning Flame’s eyes were tightly shut, Xiao Yan’s heart felt a strange feeling. It
appeared as though this large fellow in front of him was using a kind of icy-cold gaze to
observe him.

This kind of feeling caused Xiao Yan’s hairs to stand. He hurriedly focused his mind.

“Xiao Yan, place your hand on the forehead of the Three Thousand Burning Flame.
There is a dragon scale there covered by a purple-black flame. After which, insert your
Spiritual Strength into it. If you are lucky, you might be able to subdue it.” Qiu Ling’s
voice suddenly sounded behind Xiao Yan while he was quietly feeling surprised in his
heart.

Xiao Yan involuntarily let out a bitter smile when he heard Qiu Ling’s instructions. How
could it be so easy to subdue this Three Thousand Burning Flame? Although Xiao Yan
thought this in his heart, Xiao Yan stepped forward as he was told. After which, he
found the dragon scale that was his size. A flame was indeed burning over it.

Xiao Yan’s eyes swept over this dragon scale. He suddenly discovered that these
dragon scales seemed to be covered with many spider-web-like black lines. These
black lines intertwined and formed numerous extremely mysterious symbols that tightly
adhered to the dragon scale. It appeared just like an incomparably large black web that
wrapped around the Three Thousand Burning Flame.

“This is... a seal?”

The corner of Xiao Yan'’s eyes twitched when he saw these black symbols. His eyes
swiftly slid to the other dragon scales and did indeed see some of the other dragon
scales were covered with these kinds of symbols made up of black lines. Immediately,
he came to a sudden understanding in his heart. These should be the seals that Xuan
Kong Zi’s trio had joined hands to place.




“What a powerful sealing strength. It is many times stronger than the Fallen Heart
Flame’s seal in the Inner Academy back then...” Xiao Yan involuntarily felt speechless
when he sensed the great strength of the seal. He did not dare to delay any longer. He
took a step forward, and his hand gently touched the dragon scale the flame was
lingering over.

There was surprisingly not the least amount of warmth on his hand upon contact.
Instead, there was a faint chill. However, Xiao Yan did not have any time to feel doubtful
at this moment. His eyes were shut and the Spiritual Strength from between his brows
carefully followed his arm and penetrated the dragon scale.

The Spiritual Strength had just entered the dragon scale when Qiu Ling, Cao Ying, Old
Mu Gu, and the others in the distance threw their gazes over.

A slight sound was suddenly emitted when Xiao Yan inserted his Spiritual Strength into
the dragon scale. Immediately, Xiao Yan’s soul seemed to have been able to break
through a layer as he appeared in a strange, empty place.

Black-colored flames permeated this empty space. There was a miniature dragon in the
center of the flames. However, at this moment, this small fire dragon was curled up with
its eyes shut, appearing as though it was in slumber.

When he saw this little fire dragon with its eyes shut, Xiao Yan was aware that this thing
was the essence flame of the Three Thousand Burning Flame.

Although Xiao Yan clearly understood that it was extremely difficult to obtain, this did
not hinder the heated expression that appeared in Xiao Yan’s eyes. The thing that he
had dreamed of had finally appeared in front of him...

‘Hu...”

Xiao Yan inhaled a deep breath. He suppressed the excitement within his heart. The
trace of Spiritual Strength belonging to Xiao Yan was slowly scattered. After which, it
flew toward the small fire dragon before lingering over its body in a gentle manner. The
Spiritual Strength continuously emitted a warm, friendly message.

Although this kind of method appeared quite childish from Xiao Yan'’s point of view, he
really did not possess any other solution at this moment.

After this friendly message was emitted for a moment, Xiao Yan was speechless to
discover that there was not even a response.

“This kind of method really doesn’t work...”




Xiao Yan helplessly shook his head in his heart. He was just about to withdraw his
Spiritual Strength when he suddenly discovered that the small fire dragon, which had
been keeping its eyes shut, suddenly opened them at this instant. Its eyes, which were
filled with a purple-black flame, contained an icy chill as it stared at Xiao Yan’s soul.

All the pores on Xiao Yan’s body opened at this moment. The skin on his head felt a
little numb. This Three Thousand Burning Flame’s essence fire was really not
slumbering.

“Foolish human.”

That fire dragon suddenly spat out some icy-cold human words while Xiao Yan'’s hairs
stood erect. The voice was filled with ridicule.

“This Three Thousand Burning Flame is able to speak the human tongue...” The corner
of Xiao Yan’s mouth immediately twitched when he heard its words. The Fallen Heart
Flame from back then had appeared quite extraordinary to him. It was unexpected that
this Three Thousand Burning Flame was even greater. It had used the human language
and even knew how to mock others. This... a demon would really form in anything that
lived long enough.

“Cough... that, | have come here with the intention to rescue you and allow you to gain
freedom...”

Xiao Yan felt that he was an extreme hypocrite when he uttered these words. He was
so much of a hypocrite that even his hairs appeared to stand up even more.

“Get lost!”

The mocking expression within the eyes of the Three Thousand Burning Flame became
even denser in the face of Xiao Yan’s ‘touching’ words. At this moment, it did not utter
any other nonsense. Two icy-cold words were emitted!

Before Xiao Yan could say anything after the words sounded, the purple-black flame
suddenly surged out of the body of the fire dragon. After which, it swept toward Xiao
Yan in all directions.

Xiao Yan'’s expression changed when he saw that this large fellow attacked as it
pleased. He knew that he was definitely no match for the Three Thousand Burning
Flame. Immediately, his wisp of Spiritual Strength began to hurriedly dodge and retreat.

“Chil”

Xiao Yan withdrew very quickly, but the purple-black flame was even faster. After a
mere flash, it had already caught up to Xiao Yan. With a sweep, it swallowed Xiao Yan’s
soul into the flame. After which, it was vaporized into nothing.




Xiao Yan, who was touching that dragon scale with his hand in the Star Region,
suddenly opened his eyes. He withdrew his hand as though he had been electrocuted.
His heart felt a lingering fear as he quickly withdrew. This Three Thousand Burning
Flame was... was a little too abnormally strong. It had vaporized his wisp of a soul.

Xiao Yan ruthlessly cursed within his heart. He wiped the cold sweat off his forehead
before turning his eyes to Qiu Ling and the others. He spread his hands and said, “I
have failed. That fellow is too fierce...”

Disappointment flashed across Qiu Ling’s eyes when he heard this. He nodded and
sighed, “In that case, the next person should step forward.”

Old Mu Gu swiftly stepped forward after Qiu Ling spoke. A chill flashed across Qiu
Ling’s eyes when he saw who moved. He strode forward and blocked him.

“Ke ke, why? Does First Elder Qiu Ling not intend to allow me to give it atry? Looks like
this so-called qualification from the Pill Gathering entirely relies on the whims of the Pill
Tower.” Old Mu Gu narrowed his eyes and coldly laughed when he saw Qiu Ling move.

“Mu Gu, | advise you to not play any tricks. Otherwise...” Qiu Ling’s tone was cold when
he spoke.

“If  am able to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame, it will also help your Pill
Tower get rid of a great calamity, would it not?” Old Mu Gu smiled. After which, he side-
stepped Qiu Ling and slowly walked to the Three Thousand Burning Flame.

The hand of Qiu Ling was slightly clenched. Immediately, his eyes slid to Xiao Yan, and
he threw a look to Cao Ying’s group, forcing them to pay more attention. After which, he
turned around and followed beside Old Mu Gu like a shadow. A majestic Dou Qi
lingered around him without any signs of being hidden. From the looks of it, Qiu Ling
would immediately act should Old Mu Gu make any unusual movements.

The corner of Old Mu Gu’s mouth contained a cold smile in the face of being watched
by Qiu Ling. His hand touched the dragon scale before he shut his eyes.

When Old Mu Gu shut his eyes, Xiao Yan, Cao Ying, and the others also gathered their
Dou Qi. If the former were to perform any tricks, it was likely that it would involve them.

The expected unusual activity did not appear in front of everyone’s cautious eyes. That
Old Mu Gu suddenly opened his eyes after shutting them for around ten minutes. He
immediately took two steps back. He slightly frowned as he cursed.




Qiu Ling finally sighed in relief after seeing Old Mu Gu also step back in failure and that
the Three Thousand Burning Flame, which was in a slumber, did not show any unusual
activity. After which he spoke in a deep voice, “Next.”

During the subsequent period of time, all the remaining people stepped forward one
after another. However, everyone eventually returned after experiencing a miserable
failure. Some of the weaker ones among them were even shaken to the point of spitting
out a mouthful of fresh blood onto the dragon’s head.

Qiu Ling by the side quietly sighed when the final person returned empty-handed. His
eyes displayed a disappointment that could not be hidden.

“Since no one can subdue it, let’s return...”
Qiu Ling waved his hand and helplessly spoke.

While Qiu Ling was waving his hand, Xiao Yan suddenly saw the corner of Old Mu Gu’s
mouth slowly lift into a strange smile. His heart immediately tensed up.

“T'sk tsk, Qiu Ling, you will never be able to subdue the Three Thousand Burning Flame
like this. Allow the old me to give you a good performance!”

This unusual laugh caused the expressions of everyone present to abruptly change.
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Chapter 1198: Seal Breaking

Qiu Ling’s expression became gloomy when the strange laugh resounded over the
region. He did not even pause for a moment as he waved his sleeves. A vast and
mighty Dou Qi pillar emitted a ‘chi’ sound as it tore through space and rushed toward
the spot where Old Mu Gu was at.

“Tsk tsk...”

The vast and mighty Dou Qi pillar did not strike Old Mi Gu. He flashed and withdrew in
an extremely agile manner. After which, his hands suddenly formed numerous hand
seals while he withdrew. Following the formation of these hand seals, Xiao Yan’s group
suddenly discovered the dragon seal on the Three Thousand Burning Flame’s forehead
suddenly echo and emit a slight energy fluctuation.

“This is bad...”

The hearts of Xiao Yan’s group felt shock upon sensing this situation.




“Old Mu Gu, how dare you!” Qiu Ling’s expression also changed at this moment as he
furiously cried out.

“‘Hee hee, there is nothing in this world that the old me does not dare do.” Old Mu Gu let
out a cold laugh in the face of Qiu Ling’s cry. His rapidly changing hand seals suddenly

stiffened while that strange smile on his face spread. “Relax, the old me is only trying to
help your Pill Tower resolve this trouble.”

“Explode!”

A cold cry was suddenly emitted from Old Mu Gu’s mouth after he yelled out.

The clear sound of an explosion suddenly materialized without any forewarning after
Old Mu Gu’s cry sounded.

The eyes of Xiao Yan’s group immediately turned to the Three Thousand Burning
Flame when this explosion sounded. After which, they saw a dragon scale on the
forehead of the Three Thousand Burning Flame, not protected by any flames, explode
at this moment.

With the dragon scale bursting apart, Xiao Yan’s group were shocked to discover that
the large-sized dragon was slowly opening its tightly shut, huge dragon eyes. Clearly,
some opening had appeared in the perfect seal at this moment.

“The Three Thousand Burning Flame has awoken!”

An exclamation sounded when everyone saw the large dragon gradually opening its
dragon eyes. Immediately, it stirred a commotion.

The large dragon slowly opened its eyes. A moment later, an ice-cold air surged out.
This Three Thousand Burning Flame’s eyes swept over Xiao Yan’s group before it
suddenly let out an earth-shaking dragon roar into the sky.

“Bang!”

The moment that dragon roar sounded, the purple-black flame on the body of the Three
Thousand Burning Flame suddenly soared. It appeared just like the flame of blazing
skies as it covered this empty space.

The purple-black flame surged and an unusual luster erupted from the densely packed
black symbols on the body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame. They appeared just
like a web that had firmly entwined itself around the Three Thousand Burning Flame.




The Three Thousand Burning Flame struggled with all its might. Its roar resonated
throughout the Star Region. Purple-black flames wildly seared the symbols made of
black lines. Moreover, there was a continuous cool star strength seeping into this empty
space before pouring into the enormous body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame in
an endless manner.

Faced with this all out retaliation from the Three Thousand Burning Flame after being
quiet for such a long time, even the black symbols appeared to be humbled at this
moment. Some symbols had become much dimmer as the purple-black flame wildly
burned.

“Mu Gu, you are seeking death!”

The sudden awakening of the Three Thousand Burning Flame had also exceeded Qiu
Ling’s expectations. By the time he had recovered, his face had already been covered
by a furious green expression. An angry roar carried an endless amount of fury and
killing intent as it rushed toward Old Mu Gu.

“Tsk tsk, since your Pill Tower is unable to deal with this Heavenly Flame, what is the
point of keeping it? Why don’t you allow my Hall of Souls to help you enjoy it? Would
that not be better?”

Old Mu Gu’s expression slightly changed when Qiu Ling rushed over with killing intent
covering his entire body. Soon after, Old Mu Gu began to coldly laugh.

“Xiao Yan, all of you should break the jade beads and inform the association head!”
However, Qiu Ling still retained some reasoning despite his fury. He did not forget to cry
out loud while he charged toward Old Mu Gu.

Xiao Yan, Cao Ying, and the rest hurriedly nodded upon hearing Qiu Ling’s cry. They
took out the information-transmitting jade beads from their Storage Rings. They were
just about to shatter them when a sharp wind suddenly appeared. After which, the wind
transformed into fine needles that trickily struck the jade beads.

Due to this attack being too sudden, the jade beads in the hands of Cao Ying and the
others shot out of their hands and flew into the distance.

“‘Hmph!”

Xiao Yan let out a cold snort. Two of his fingers clamped down with lightning-like speed.
After which, they steadily received those fine needles. The other hand of his shattered
the jade bead. After which, he turned in the direction the wind had come from. The ones
who had attacked were two competitors that had gotten into the top ten spots.

“It is unexpected that there are still members of the Hall of Souls...”




Xiao Yan involuntarily let out a cold laugh upon seeing these two people. He had
underestimated the strength of the Hall of Souls. There were others who had entered
the top ten other than Old Mu Gu. The number of people who had qualified was
comparable to that of the Pill Tower.

“‘Hee hee, so what if you have sent a message? The Three Thousand Burning Flame is
struggling with all its might. The three great heads will definitely be unable to split their
attention in order to maintain the seal of the star region. Moreover, Holy Pill City is
extremely chaotic. The experts from the Pill Tower will not be able to free themselves!”
A middle-aged man with a shady face laughed.

“Looks like the Hall of Souls has meticulously planned its actions today...” Xiao Yan
narrowed his eyes. After hearing these words, it seemed that some experts from the
Hall of Souls had stirred some trouble within Holy Pill City. This would delay quite a

number of experts from the Pill Tower. The Three Thousand Burning Flame was the
best thing to hold back the three great heads.

In order to maintain this Star Region prison, they would definitely not be able to act as
they pleased. Otherwise, if the Star Region were broken and this Three Thousand
Burning Flame were to be let free, Holy Pill City would be destroyed by it.

“Xiao Yan, what should we do?” Cao Ying and Dan Chen softly asked while standing
behind Xiao Yan. At this moment, Qiu Ling and Old Mu Gu were engaged in an intense
battle. Their main pillar of support seemed to have become Xiao Yan. The expression of
Song Qing became a little green when he saw this. However, after some hesitation, he
could only unwillingly stand behind Xiao Yan.

“What else can we do? We are unable to intervene in those two places. Currently we
can only watch and wait for reinforcements from the Pill Tower...” Xiao Yan’s
expression was a little solemn as he replied.

Cao Ying and Dan Chen widened their mouths when they heard this. They looked at
each other and could only nod. The two battlegrounds in this region really did not have
any room for them to intervene.

While Xiao Yan was speaking, space itself had suddenly rippled. Wave after wave of a
vast, mighty strength surged out. After which, it gathered on the Three Thousand
Burning Flame. Following the pouring in of this vast and mighty strength, the black line
symbols began to emit a glow again. Clearly, the three great heads had intervened.

“Roar!”

Faced with the increase of the strength of the seal, the Three Thousand Burning Flame
fire dragon’s eyes revealed a crimson color. Today, was the best chance it had to
escape captivity. Although it was unable to do anything against the three great heads of
the Pill Tower, they were also unable to Kill it. If it did not take the opportunity to flee




today, it did not know just when it would have to wait for the next opportunity to appear.
The seal of the three great heads during these years had caused it to suffer.

A destructive aura suddenly spread out of its body while a bright redness rose within the
dragon eyes of the Three Thousand Burning Flame...

The corner of Xiao Yan's eyes involuntarily twitched as he sensed this destructive aura.
His Extermination Lotus Flame also possessed this kind of feeling. It seemed that this
Three Thousand Burning Flame was playing with its life...

A low, furious roar continued to reverberate over this empty space. The purple-black fire
on the body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame suddenly wiggled. After which, it
swiftly agglomerated in front of everyone’s stunned gazes. Within the short blink of an
eye, a strange, black flame, that caused one’s heart to tremble, suddenly appeared.
Finally, the flame split apart, transforming into tiny black fires that landed on the
enormous body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame from all directions.

Chi chi chi!

The deep-black flame dripped onto the body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame.
The black seals began to swiftly collapse. However, this tactic seemed to exhaust a
great amount of energy because the glint within the eyes of the Three Thousand
Burning Flame fire dragon seemed to have become dimmer.

“You still only have these methods after all these years. Do you think that you can seal
me for eternity with them?”

Although it greatly exhausted the strength of the Three Thousand Burning Flame, there
was an excitement forming within its eyes. It had thought of all sorts of ways to break
this seal that had pestered it for many years.

The body of the Three Thousand Burning Flame continued to struggle. The black
symbols swiftly scattered. Although the majestic energy that spread out was
continuously being replenished, it seemed to be far from being able to catch up with the
rate of damage.

“This is bad. The Three Thousand Burning Flame is about to break the seal...”

Seeing the thinning black lines of the seal on the Three Thousand Burning Flame, the
expressions of Cao Ying, Dan Chen, and Song Qing became a little paler. Being
members of the Pill Tower, they were clearly aware of just what kind of damage would
be created once the Three Thousand Burning Flame escaped.




Compared to the pale expressions of these three, Xiao Yan did not reveal the slightest
anxiety on his face. If the Three Thousand Burning Flame were to really escape from it
seal, the chances of him subduing it would increase. Doing this might pose some risk,
but as the saying went, one could seek fortune from danger. Currently, he could not be
bothered...

“Ha ha! Xuan Kong Zi, this time around, it is your turn to fail!”
That Three Thousand Burning Flame suddenly raised its enormous dragon head just
when Xiao Yan’s eyes were flickering. A thunder-like laugh resounded over this empty

space.

“Crack!”

The laugh had just sounded when the enormous body of the Three Thousand Burning
Flame violently rotated in the empty space. Immediately, a breaking sound suddenly
appeared.

Cao Ying’s group involuntarily trembled upon hearing this breaking sound.
“The seal... has failed.”

If you find any errors ( broken links, non-standard content, etc.. ), Please let us know <
report chapter > so we can fix it as soon as possible.




