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Chapter 311: Surreptitious Black Robed Man

Moving along the street, Xiao Yan walked straight to the inn where he was staying. The
surrounding judging and worshipful eyes caused him to have a slight headache. He
could not help but increase his pace, as he passed through a few streets and entered
the inn. After which, he proceeded to his own room.

Xiao Yan pushed open the door, entered and closed it properly. He leaned against the
door and exhaled a long breath rubbing his forehead. His face was somewhat tired. Two
rounds of examination may not seem like much, but the trick that was hidden behind it
troubled Xiao Yan greatly. Adding to this, the need to fight with the gray robed young
man in terms of speed during the last round only increased his tiredness. Controlling the
‘Heavenly Flame’ was originally a precise job and speeding up the process further
exhausted one’s spirit.

Xiao Yan shook his head and walked away from the door, further into the room. He
splashed some icy water on his face to allow himself to be much more awake. After
which, he walked into the inner hall and sat cross-legged on the bed. Forcing himself to
resist the impulse to simply sleep, Xiao Yan closed his eyes and formed the seal for
training. He did his best to calm his breath and slowly entered the training mode.

After these years of training, Xiao Yan was already clear that he was able to obtain a
greater effect with less effort when he trained in a tired state. This kind of training was
not very secret, but if one wanted to become a strong person, one needed to
accumulate strength over time regardless of how extraordinary one’s talent was. Yao
Lao had said one could only rise rapidly after one accumulated strength for a long time.
This was the true path to becoming strong. Xiao Yan also deeply felt the same.

As Xiao Yan gradually entered his training mode, his slightly rising and falling chest also
quietly became calm. A long while later, there was finally a tiny rise and fall. The
surroundings slightly fluctuated. Numerous energy flows, visible to the naked eye,
followed Xiao Yan’s breathing and poured into his body. Finally, they underwent
refinement, turning into pure energy that invaded the veins, bones, and cells within his
body.

Under the invasion of the energy, Xiao Yan could clearly sense his mental fatigue being
withdrawn like the tide.

After the training continued for nearly two hours, Xiao Yan, who was seated on the bed
like a wooden pillar suddenly shook his finger. His eyes slowly opened and a glint
flashed across those black pupils.




Xiao Yan opened his mouth and a somewhat black turbid air was spat out. It carried a
faint pungent smell.

Xiao Yan twisted his neck, lowered his head, and watched the middle finger on his left
hand which was faintly black. His eyebrows narrowed slightly as he softly said, “This
damn thing. it’s just like the maggot within a tarsal bone. | wonder if | have gained or lost
from removing the poison.”

Although Xiao Yan had the ‘Heavenly Flame’ to protect him, he could not just totally
ignore this poison, which was almost something that could instantly be fatal to a person
if it was present in one’s body, could he?

“Ah, | can only wait until Teacher wakes up. Perhaps only then will there be a solution to
resolve this thing.” Xiao Yan smiled bitterly and shook his head. His head landed onto
the warm bed as he muttered, “Once the Grand Meeting is over tomorrow, | will perform
the last poison removing session for Nalan Jie. | think that he should be able to recover.
When that time comes...”

“When that time comes, it would be the time that the conditions set by Three Year
Agreement are met.” Xiao Yan pursed his lips. He suddenly sighed softly. It had been
three years. That spoiled and rude girl back then had already changed, becoming much
more mature.

In the past, Xiao Yan had originally thought that when he saw Nalan Yanran once again,
he would definitely be so furious that he would have difficulty hiding his emotions.
However, during their meeting this time around, perhaps as a result of him currently
using the identity Yan Xiao, he found that he was cool almost to the point of never
having seen her. During this period of time, he was like a stranger, coldly observing her
every action and words that she spoke.

The three years had similarly caused the tender youth back then to become more
matured and staid. The whole farce of canceling the engagement at the Xiao clan back
then was indeed very comical when as he recalled it now. It was very funny, but he no
longer possessed the anger he did back then.

Back then, it was likely that the youth had that kind of intense reaction because his
heart was extremely sensitive from being under the name of a useless person. He was
forced to suffer ridicule and supercilious looks from within the clan and Nalan Yanran
forcefully ending the engagement coincidentally gave a violent stab to that weak and
sensitive heart of his. Being trampled on by such great force, the youth who could no
longer endure finally blew up. It was this reason that caused the event three years ago
to happen.

At the very least, when Xiao Yan thought about it now, if he were still sailing along with
his talent back then and did not endure the setback of being a useless person, it was




likely that he would not feel much anger when Nalan Yanran came to end the
engagement back then.

However, Xiao Yan was also certain about one thing. If he did not have the experience
of being a useless person back then and had Nalan Yanran not come to end the
engagement, he would definitely not be able to reach the place he was currently at,
where countless of people looked at him with admiration, before he was even twenty
years old.

Thinking about those matters that had changed the direction of his future, Xiao Yan was
slightly absent minded. He smiled bitterly and shook his head. A hypothetical situation
was eventually only a hypothetical situation. Therefore, regardless of what kind of
attitude he currently had toward Nalan Yanran, he must definitely go to the Misty Cloud
Sect.

The current him may no longer possess too much anger toward Nalan Yanran, but her
forceful ending of the engagement back then had caused the Xiao clan and his father,
whose position was extremely high in his heart, to be completely embarrassed. This
kind of thing was like giving them a hard slap in front of countless of people within the
Jia Ma Empire social scene. This was known as a shame to the entire clan.

Although Xiao Zhan had never mentioned this matter after the wedding engagement
was cancelled due to his fear of provoking Xiao Yan, the latter was very clear that
regardless of what happened, Xiao Zhan’s heart had hard feelings. During the many
years of the existence of the Xiao clan, he was the first clan leader who experienced
something as shameful as people forcefully arriving at their doorstep and high handedly
ending the wedding engagement that his father had promised back then using a
domineering tone.

Moreover, the youth who carried the name of a ‘cripple’, had stubbornly promised his
father within the Xiao clan’s main hall that he would get back at them for the humiliation.

It was this promise that the young man began his tough training and even finally left his
clan. Like an ascetic, he roamed the empire, polishing the innocence in his body.

During the near two years that he had left the clan, Xiao Yan had roamed over half of
the Jia Ma Empire. Finally, after going around in circles, he came to this city. The
reason for this was that Three Year Agreement. Currently, he did not have much
interest in taking revenge against her. He only wanted to bring this news to remove the
hard feelings in his father’s heart. After which, he would smile and laugh, “This time
around, | have really divorced her. No one will doubt that.”

Therefore, regardless of what happened, he must head for that Misty Cloud Sect. Of
course, if he won against her in the Three Year Agreement, Xiao Yan did not mind
carelessly saying a sentence to her, who had once acted lofty and had a face filled with
disdain in front of him, “Your judgement is really quite bad.”




This could be considered the last little revenge Xiao Yan would take against her.

During these three years, Xiao Yan had gained some things while certain things had
also faded. In whole, however, this kind of change was good.

“Hu.” Xiao Yan let out a long breath. His hands were crossed behind his head as his
gaze became blurred. As he became inattentive, a young lady who was as elegant as a
quiet lotus suddenly surfaced in his mind. Between a frown and a laugh, an involuntary
softness and smile appeared on Xiao Yan’s cold face.

Xiao Yan currently did not have much feelings for that lady who had nearly become his
wife. He did not have them in that past, and it was likely he would not have any in the
future. If one wanted to forcefully insist that he had some, that would merely be the little
feeling a man would have to conquer those women of noble statuses. After two years of
experience, he had suddenly felt in his loneliness that his heart had unknowingly been
quietly possessed and lead in circles by a young lady.

She was obviously the most dazzling pearl, yet she liked to hide by his side, acting in a
pitiful, unloved and appealing manner.

Her background was obviously huge and mysterious, yet she gave the useless him a
tranquil smile, being docile and obedient.

This young lady who was gentle like a pool of autumn water had quietly seeped into his
heart without Xiao Yan even realizing it. Although young, the intelligent her was
extremely clear that if she wanted to capture that restless heart, she had to simmer it
with a warm flame. One day, when Xiao Yan had an idea to look back, he would
understand.

“Xun Er, wait for me. Once | have settled the things here, | will go and look for you.”
While he recalled that elegant and moving face, a warm flow trickled past in his heart as
he muttered softly.

“Cough.” Just as Xiao Yan was muttering, a faint sound abruptly appeared from the
roof.

“Who’s that?” Although the sound was slight, it was undoubtedly quite a loud muffled
sound when a person with Xiao Yan’s outstanding sensing ability heard it. Immediately,
his expression changed and he yelled.

At the moment that he yelled, Xiao Yan’s palm slammed on the bed. His body shot out
through the window in a supple manner. The tip of his leg pressed gently onto a
protruding stone and his body shot up toward the roof like a huge bird. Carrying an icy
coldness, his gaze instantly swept passed his surroundings.




The silver moon hung high in the sky as a faint moonlight was scattered down, shining
onto the entire city. Despite borrowing the moonlight, Xiao Yan did not see even a
person on the roof.

Xiao Yan narrowed his eyes and swept his gaze once around his surroundings. With the
moonlight shining down, Xiao Yan could clearly see up to a hundred meter radius.
However, he still did not spot even a single person.

With a frown, Xiao Yan slowly walked on the roof. Moments later, he crouched down
and stared intently at a broken tile. One could easily see the crack lines on the tile;
obviously, it had just broke.

Xiao Yan’s palm dug out a roof tile, Some lamp light shone from below. The room below
was coincidentally where Xiao Yan was.

“Surveillance?”

Xiao Yan'’s face was dark and cold. The tile in his hand was instantly turned into a pile
of powder. He patted his hands, stood up and spoke to himself in his heart, “For the
other party to be able to disappear within such a short time, his strength should at least
be at the Dou Wang class? In the Jia Ma Sacred City, there seems to be only a few
clans who have a Dou Wang. Nalan clan? Mu clan? Primer clan? Imperial family?”

“Come out now. Hiding the head and showing the tail, What kind of horrible person are
you?” The musing Xiao Yan suddenly turned his head around and coldly called out in a
certain direction.

The cry lingered around the roof and began to dissipate a moment later. However, there
was still not the slightest movement around him.

“Is there no one?” Seeing that his call had failed, Xiao Yan shrugged his shoulders and
sighed helplessly. His gaze once again took a sweep around his surroundings. Finally,
he could only leap down and return to his room.

After Xiao Yan leaped down, the roof descended into silence.

This silence did not continue for more than a few minutes when Xiao Yan'’s body
abruptly shot up. When he saw that the roof still had no one, he could only laugh
bitterly. Finally, he recognized that the person surveying from the roof had already left.
He sighed, shook his head and had no choice but to return to his room.

Following Xiao Yan’s true departure this time around, the roof remained silent for half an
hour before a dark black shadow that was like the reflection from the wall, suddenly and
strangely moved from a spot with its back facing the moon. A moment later, the black
shadow somersaulted upward and actually agglomerated into a human shape.




The human figure was completely wrapped under a dark black robe. He randomly
glanced at the spot where Xiao Yan had disappeared from, lifted his head slightly and
revealed an old face which appeared to have a dark complexion.

“Hei, this little fellow is rather sensitive.” The black robed person laughed softly as he
whispered, “If | had not suddenly heard my lady’s name, | would also not make such a
lowly mistake. If others were to find out that a Dou Shi class boy had actually
discovered my presence, wouldn’t | lose all my face.”

“This little fellow appears to have some feelings for Xiao-jie.” The old man frowned
under the robe as he said in a vexed manner. “The thing that gives one the greatest
headache was that my lady actually has feelings for this little fellow. This won’t do.
Although Xiao Yan’s training talent is quite good, he is far from reaching the necessary
requirements. How great can one be if one continues to hang around in the Jia Ma
Empire, this broken place. If this goes on, he might end up feeling very dejected. Young
man, do you really think it is so easy to court his daughter?”

The black robed old man sighed and mumbled, “But there are some people who are
quite strong around this little fellow. The last time that old fellow called Jia Lao nearly
discovered my presence. A strong person who is about to step into the Dou Zong class
is indeed different.”

“Ah, forget it. It is fortunate that this little fellow is hurrying to the Misty Cloud Sect. Once
| have finished things here, | can return to protect my lady.” The black robed old man
stretched out both his hands and twisted his body. His body shook a little and the black
robe gradually became blurry. Finally, it turned into a dark black shadow that shot into
the darkness in a lightning like manner before becoming completely quiet.

Xiao Yan, who had returned to his room, sat beside a table. He lifted his head and
stared intently at the roof until his neck ached a little. Only then did he helplessly lower
his head and rub his neck.

“Creak.”

As Xiao Yan was patted his shoulders, the door was suddenly pushed opened. A
smiling Hai Bo Dong slowly walked in. When he saw Xiao Yan, who had not fallen
asleep, he smiled and walked to the side of the table before sitting down. He lifted a
teacup and quickly poured it into his mouth. “Little fellow, you were really capable today.
Ha ha, you actually even managed to completely shock Fa Ma, that old fellow.”

Xiao Yan watched Hai Bo Dong and smiled. He fondled his chin, hesitated for a moment
before suddenly speaking, “Old Hai, | wonder if you have sensed someone following us
recently?”




“Following?” Hai Bo Dong was at a loss for a moment when he heard this. He
immediately smiled and shook his head. “How can it be? In this Jia Ma Empire, no one
can follow us under my watch! Even that old demon cannot.”

Knitting his eyebrows together, Xiao Yan licked his lips and slowly told him about the
matter from before in a summarized manner.

“‘Really?” Seeing Xiao Yan’s expression, which did not appear to be that of a joking one,
Hai Bo Dong'’s face gradually became grave. His shrivelled finger gently knocked on the
table. A while later, he appeared to have suddenly recalled something and said softly,
“Little Fellow, | will tell you something. But this matter is something | am not certain of.”

Seeing Hai Bo Dong secretive manner, Xiao Yan was stunned and he asked
uncertainly, “What is it?”

“You should know about our fight at Yan City with the two mysterious Dou Huangs back
then, right?” Hai Bo Dong fondled his beard and softly spoke with a frown, “At that time,
| vaguely sensed that there was another extremely strong Qi present. However, it was a
pressing situation back then and | was unable to sense it very clearly. Ever since that
time, | have sensed it a couple more times and those senses were similarly as vague.
Hearing what you have said tonight, | guess that there appears to be a mysterious
person who has been following behind us for a long time.”

Hai Bo Dong’s soft voice caused Xiao Yan to suddenly feel a little creepy. He swallowed
his saliva and softly spoke, “Even you cannot sense it? How can that be? Don'’t tell me
that the mysterious person is a Dou Zong?”

“‘Uh.” Hai Bo Dong smiled bitterly and shook his head. He sighed, “I have already told
you that this is only my guess. We cannot be certain whether there’s such a person or
that we are overly sensitive.”

Hearing this, Xiao Yan also laughed bitterly. He frowned and thought it over repeatedly,
but he could not think of when he had come into contact and offended a Dou Zong class
strong person.

“Alright. don’t be so distressed. For such matters, we will let nature take its course. If
there’s really someone following us, he will definitely have intentions. Since this is the
case, | think that he would show himself sooner or later.” Hai Bo Dong patted Xiao
Yan’s shoulders and comforted.

Xiao Yan smiled bitterly and nodded. For now, he could only think in this manner.

“‘Hehe, do you have an interest to go and do something good tonight? Fa Ma and Jia
Lao, those two old fellows will be present.” Hai Bo Dong suddenly said with a smile.




“‘Uh? The three of you acting together? What do you want to do?” Hearing this, Xiao
Yan was momentarily at a loss and immediately said in a stunned manner. Three Dou
Huangs acting together. Whose home did they plan to flip over?

“Hee hee.”

“‘Don’t tell me it's because of the grey robed young man?” Xiao Yan knit his eyebrows
together. A while later, his eyebrows twitched as he spoke.

“It is that fellow. Fa Ma keeps sensing that there’s something wrong so he wants to go
and check on his background. You should also know just how much of a blow the
reputation of the association would receive if someone from the Chu Yun Empire were
to take the champion spot of the Jia Ma Empire’s Grand Meeting.” Hai Bo Dong smiled
and said.

“You aren’t going to...” Xiao Yan'’s hand slid horizontally across his throat as he softly
said.

“We’ll look at the situation. That possibility is not ruled out. By helping Fa Ma, that old
fellow, this time around, he will owe me a favor. Ha ha.” Hai Bo Dong smiled again and
said.

“All of you are ruthless.” Xiao Yan pulled at the corner of his mouth. Was the scene
behind the Grand Meeting not too dark?

TL: Very biased

“‘Don’t give me that nonsense. If you want to see the background of that fellow, follow

”

me.
Hai Bo Dong stood up. His body swayed as he walked out of the room. Behind him,
Xiao Yan hesitated for a moment and followed. He really wanted to see if that fellow
really had such ability at such a young age, or if there was some other reason for it.

Chapter 312: Truth

Under the night sky, two shadows shot over the roofs of different houses in an agile
manner. Between some of the houses were spacious streets and although it was
already late at night, a great deal of people still filled the streets, making noise.
Fortunately, the speed of the two human figures in midair was extremely fast. Even if
one raised their head, he would merely see two black lines that flashed and
disappeared.

Xiao Yan followed close behind Hai Bo Dong and the Dou Qi in his body slowly
tumbled, creating waves of seemingly never ending energy for the muscles in his body.
The tip of his feet gently pressed on the roof and his body quickly shot forward.




“We’re here.” After Xiao Yan followed Hai Bo Dong closely as he rushed forward for a
distance, Hai Bo Dong in front of him suddenly warned.

Hearing this, Xiao Yan nodded his head. His body that was leaning forward bent down
slightly. When his feet touched the ground, his palm also gently pasted onto the roof
tiles, making a perfect landing. There was a slight soft sound, but other than that, there
was not even the slightest crack on the fragile tiles.

Xiao Yan patted his hand and stood up. He was, however, not pleased with the way he
had landed. If there was a Dou Ling class person below, it was likely that Xiao Yan
would have been discovered by him because of that slight sound.

Xiao Yan raised his head and eyed Fa Ma and Jia Lao who were seated comfortably on
the huge roof. Clearly, they had been here for quite a while and were currently smiling
as they eyed Hai Bo Dong and Xiao Yan who were hurrying over.

After sweeping over the roof, Xiao Yan and Hai Bo Dong appeared by Fa Ma’s and Jia
Lao’s side. The four pairs of eyes exchanged glances and all of them laughed quietly.

“I knew that you would follow.” Fa Ma smiled and said as he eyed Xiao Yan.

‘I am also quite interested in that fellow. He has such a terrifying ability at such an age.
This kind of talent can be called abnormal.” Xiao Yan sighed. If that fellow was really as
old as he appeared on the surface, it was indeed quite a blow to others. Seeing the
dexterous manner he displayed when refining medicine, it was likely that he should be
around a tier four alchemist. A seventeen year old tier four alchemist. Xiao Yan clicked
his tongue. Back then, when Gu He reached a tier four alchemist, his age was nearly
thirty. Yet this person was around half his age.

If his age was true, just what kind of terrifying person would he be once he gradually
grew older in the future. Tier seven? Or perhaps tier eight. This kind of level was
basically sufficient to stand at the peak of the Dou Qi continent!

Even the current Xiao Yan had merely just stepped into the level of a tier three
alchemist. This was only the case because of the ‘Green Lotus Core Flame’. When
comparing the two of them, the large gap between them caused people to be stunned.

“It should not be possible.” Seeing Xiao Yan'’s shocked face, Fa Ma shook his head and
voiced his thoughts, “If there was really such a genius appearing within the Chu Yun
Empire, there would have been an uproar long ago. It is impossible that we did not
receive even the slightest news. After all, the news of such a talented seventeen year
old alchemist would really be overly maddening.”

“‘Hey, why are you randomly guessing about that here. Let’s hurry and go investigate. If
you are really uneasy, then...” Jia Lao by the side laughed faintly and his hand
performed a horizontal cut. For such a strong person, he could have almost no




emotional fluctuations when killing a person. Killing people to them was as if they were
killing a chicken. He was in such a profound realm that Xiao Yan could not stop from
smiling bitterly at.

“Ke ke, let’'s go.” Fa Ma smiled and nodded without voicing any disagreement.
Evidently, he had quietly admitted that this was a course of action that was not
impossible. He smiled at Hai Bo Dong and Xiao Yan, and took the lead in moving his
body, flashing towards a luxurious inn toward the south of the city.

As he eyed the three human figures flashing past in front of him, Xiao Yan hesitated
briefly before he began to closely follow them. That fellow had not the slightest
relationship with him. If the fellow was killed, then so be it. In any case, Xiao Yan did not
have a good impression of that fellow. He was not some diabolical person. If others did
not offend him, he would not offend others. When faced with people who had no relation
to him, however, Xiao Yan could still reach the state of being indifferent.

Their quick movement this time around continued for a few minutes before it came to a
stop with a waving gesture from Fa Ma at the front.

“That fellow is currently living here.” Fa Ma landed on the roof without the slightest
abnormal sound. When his gaze watched Xiao Yan rushing over, he suddenly waved
his sleeves and a soft force covered the point where Xiao Yan landed. This time around,
the latter did not create even the slightest sound.

Xiao Yan nodded gratefully toward Fa Ma before quietly standing by Hai Bo Dong’s
side. He knew that on such an occasion, he only needed to be an audience.

“Hei, this fellow seems to have made some preparations.” Jia Lao suddenly laughed
coldly. At this moment, a spot some distance in front of his feet had an extremely fine
black line stretched out. Xiao Yan looked over only to find that two tiny black colored
bells were hung at the two ends of the black line.

“Small tricks.” A hand was waved and a ferocious force quietly floated over the air. The
two black colored small bells did not even emit the slightest sound when they were
shook to nothingness.

“‘Allow me.” Hai Bo Dong smiled. His shrivelled hand that was like rotten wood slowly
extended out from his sleeves. A faint white colored fog was shrouding his hand. That
icy cold air caused the surrounding temperature to instantly be reduced significantly.

As he pressed his palms gently downward, a white colored fog covered over the tile.
Finally, it swiftly began spreading outward. In an instant, it shrouded the entire roof.

“Ice Mirror!” Eyeing the white colored fog that was shrouding the place, Hai Bo Dong
softly cried out. The fog swiftly coagulated, finally turning into a layer of thin ice that
covered the roof.




“‘Appear!” Hai Bo Dong once again cried out softly. Xiao Yan suddenly had a bizarre
realization. This vast expanse of white, thin ice actually began to become illusionary. At
one instance, a spacious room was projected on the thin ice, much like a movie being
played, imprinting all the bodies within it clearly onto the ice layer.

Once he completed all this, Hai Bo Dong patted his hand. He eyed Xiao Yan'’s
astonished face and could not help but smile and explain, “It is just a little trick. | used
the cold air to invade into the room. After which, it coalesced into ice fragments that are
not easy to discover. Finally, the reflection of these ice fragments will project all that is
within.”

“What a brilliant control over the ice.” Xiao Yan praised.

“It is only a little trick and only has this little effect. It isn’t worth mentioning.” Hai Bo
Dong smiled as he waved his hand. Although this was what he spoke with his mouth,
Hai Bo Dong did not hide the pride on his face.

With a smile, Xiao Yan threw his gaze toward the ice layer under his feet. Currently, the
room was void of anyone. It was likely that the gray robed young man had yet to return.

“Let’s wait.” Once he said these words, Fa Ma sat cross-legged on the ice layer, closed
his eyes and rested.

Xiao Yan smiled bitterly and nodded. He could only sit down. When he touched the ice
layer, he did not sense the slightest cold air. It was likely that the low temperature on the
ice had already been suppressed by Hai Bo Dong. Immediately, Xiao Yan once again
thought even more highly of his ability to control ice.

As Xiao Yan and the others each became quiet, the roof descended into silence. When
this silence persisted for nearly half an hour, the room’s door within the ice layer
suddenly moved. Hai Bo Dong, who had his eyes tightly shut, was first to sense
something and opened them. He pressed his hands down at Fa Ma and Jia Lao by the
side, who had also sensed something. After which, he lowered his head and stared at
the ice mirror.

After the room’s door moved, a gray robed person slowly walked in. That tender young
man’s face was that of the dark horse who had been the most shocking person in the
Grand Meeting today.

Seeing the gray robe man who had just entered, Xiao Yan involuntarily suppressed his
breathing. He did not dare make the slightest movement with his body as his eyes
stared intently at the other parties’ every movement.

Once the gray robed person entered the room, he did not do any strange actions. He
shut the door properly and randomly washed up before sitting cross-legged on the bed
to adjust his condition.




Xiao Yan knit his eyebrows slightly at the gray robed young man’s ordinary action. He

licked his lips, turned his head and eyed Hai Bo Dong’s three man group who were still
quietly waiting. Xiao Yan could only continue turning his gaze downward and patiently

waited.

It was the dead of night after an hour had passed. The gray robed young man, who was
adjusting his condition, suddenly opened his eyes. His dark and cold gaze slowly swept
across the room. After which, he descended from the bed and gently closed all of the
windows in the room. Finally, his hands were placed behind his back as he raised his
head and swept his gaze to every corner of the room, engaging in a detailed scan of the
beams above.

Standing on the roof, Xiao Yan eyed the gray robed young man who had raised his
head and scanning the beams. He could not help but swallow a mouthful of saliva. As
one could see the interior using the ice layer, it was as though the gray robed young
man was staring at their group darkly and coldly while they watched him.

However, it was fortunate that this was an illusion on Xiao Yan’s part. Those ice
fragments that Hai Bo Dong had fixed up were at very covert locations. Therefore, once
he had swept his gaze once around, the gray robe young man heaved a sigh of relief.

“‘Humph, what a crappy Grand Meeting. Once | obtain the champion position here, | will
make sure that the reputation of the Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist Association is
disgraced. Once the association loses the trust of the alchemists, it will be finished!” The
gray robe young man twisted his neck and suddenly said with a cold laugh.

The gray robe young man’s hand touched his face and frowned slightly as he softly
mumbled something. With a flip of his palm, a pale-red colored medicinal pill appeared
in it.

Damn ‘Appearance Recovery Pill’. Although it can allow one to returned to his
appearance when he was young, it merely affects the surface. Ah, if it were not for
wanting to reduce the reputation of the Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist Association within
other countries, our association would not need to spend such a great effort to refine
this kind of priceless thing. Moreover, if one wanted to recover one’s previous
appearance, one would continually need to eat a specific medicinal pill. This kind of
consumption is too large.” The gray robed young man softly muttered. He squeezed the
pale-red colored medicinal pill into his mouth. He then made a slight chewing movement
before swallowing it into his body.

Not long after consuming the red colored medicinal pill, the tender face of the gray robe
young man within the room suddenly began to tremble in a frightening manner. At the
same time, his figure had also grew taller by quite a bit. In merely an instant, the tender
young man around seventeen years old had stunned everyone as he changed into a
middle aged large man with a dark and cold expression.




“Sure enough, there is something fishy with this fellow.” As he watched the scene that
had occurred within the room, the eyes that he used to stare at the ice layer slowly
widened.

Chapter 313: Yan Li

“Tsk tsk. So it’'s him.” Fa Ma suddenly laughed softly and coldly.
“Old Fa, do you recognize him?” Haring Fa Ma’s words, Xiao Yan softly inquired.

“‘Hee hee, | recognize him as the deputy chairman of the Chu Yun Empire’s Alchemist
Association. His name seems to be called Yan Li. Back then, | met with him once. This
fellow has quite a great reputation within the Chu Yun Empire. Additionally, this fellow is
a great advocate for alchemists and ‘Poison Masters’ integrating together. Due to this,
he has the trust of the poison masters in the Chu Yun Empire. Therefore, he is a very
strong successor to become the next Chu Yun Empire’s Alchemist Association
chairman.” Fa Ma said.

“Itis just that | did not expect this fellow would actually dare to come to the Jia Ma
Empire alone. It really is a case of skilled people tending to be really bold.” Fa Ma
smiled faintly and said.

“What do we do next?” Hai Bo Dong carelessly asked.

“Let’s wait and see first.” Fa Ma mused for a moment before indicating for the few of
them to wait patiently and not be rash.

Xiao Yan nodded his head slightly and ceased speaking. He then lowered it and
focused his gaze on the large man within the room. At the moment, his heart had also
quietly sighed in relief. It was fortunate that this fellow was not someone who was only
seventeen. Looking at his appearance, he was likely at least thirty seven years old.
Although such a talent could be considered outstanding, the level of his potential that
Xiao Yan recognized in his heart had suddenly descended by quite a few times
compared to before.

As the gray robed person within the room turned from a tender young man into a middle
aged large person, a forceful Qi had also came splashing out of his body. That force
was strong and it actually faintly had some of the greatness of a Dou Wang class strong
person. It was likely that this middle aged large man’s level was at least around a seven
star Dou Ling.

“Hu, it is somewhat more comfortable to return to my original appearance. At the very
least, | can unleash the full 100% of my ability.” The middle aged man smiled with
satisfaction and said faintly as he sensed the surging force circulating within his body.




As his hand touched his face, the middle aged man seemed to have recalled
something. He suddenly walked quickly toward the side of the bed. From behind the
bed curtains, he found a black thread and he gently pulled it.

When Xiao Yan, who was on the roof, saw the large middle-aged man pulled the black
thread, his expression changed slightly. He abruptly moved his sight and his gaze
stared intently at the bells which had been shocked to powder by Jia Lao earlier. At that
spot, the black thread suddenly moved. Not only did the bells fail to ring, but the black
thread was also pulled down.

‘Dammit!” As Xiao Yan muttered in his heart, the room was quiet for an instant before a
stern cry suddenly sounded, “Who is above?”

‘Do it.” Hearing the cry, Jia Lao laughed coldly. He waved his hand and his body
abruptly disappeared. That terrifying speed caused Xiao Yan’s eyes to narrow.

Following behind Jia Lao, Hai Bo Dong’s and Fa Ma’s bodies had also instantly
transformed in a gentle breeze and disappeared from the roof.

Within the room, the large middle-aged man eyed the edge of the black thread which
was empty. He was momentarily at a loss before he quickly let out a stern cry. At the
same time he did so, his feet abruptly stepped on the ground and his body turned into a
violent wind that shot toward the window.

Just as he was only a couple of meters from the window, the middle-aged large man’s
face changed abruptly. His body, which was rushing forward, suddenly came to a stop.
His palm violently slammed onto the pillar by the side, borrowing the reverse force to
instantly move his body a few meters.

“‘Bang!” At this moment, the window suddenly burst apart. It contained an overbearing
breath and underlying strength shot in from the spot where the window was at and
smashed on the huge pillar in the room. Immediately, numerous crack lines began to
spread on the pillar like a spider web.

“Who is it?” As he eyed the pillar that was covered with crack lines, the large man’s
eyes narrowed and cried out fiercely.

Ignoring the cry, a shadow flashed, rushed through the window and entered the room.
As the shadow’s sleeves were waved, a violent voice, accompanied by a sonic boom
that was like a muffled thunder, came sweeping through the room. Under this muffled
thunder, the glass things within the room abruptly burst apart.

The large man had a dark expression as he watched the blurry looking human figure,
who had come rushing in. He held his right hand straight and a dark yellow colored
flame rose from his palm. His right hand trembled slightly, turned into a hand knife
shape, and ruthlessly hacked at the person who had just came in.




“‘Humph!” Seeing that the large man had overestimated his own abilities and had
actually wanted to stubbornly resist, the human shadow could not help but let out a
mocking cold laugh. His eagle claw like hand was abruptly extended. Within the air,
circles of overbearing forceful ripples gradually spread out from around his palm. The
sound of the sonic boom shocked both the ears of the large man causing his ears rang.

The eagle claw and the large man’s hand knife came into contact in an instant. After
which, they instantly separated. At the moment when they did so, a flush abruptly
surged on the large man’s face. He could not resist spitting out a mouthful of fresh
blood. His feet dragged against the ground, leaving a deep scar.

“Fa Ma, | know that it’s you guys! Since |, Yan Li, dared to come to the capital, | am not
afraid that you would kill me. However, after you kill me, your alchemist association will
also be finished!” After wiping the blood trance from the corner of his mouth, the large
man saw that the human figure had wanted to launch a ferocious attack, but instead
could only cry out with a sinister expression.

The stern cry of the large man caused the human figure’s attacks to slow slightly.
Quickly following this, however, a dark and cold killing intent soared out. As the eagle
claw moved, it was clear that it wanted to take the live of the large man.

“Old Man Jia, wait!” Just as the human figure was about to finish off this fellow, Fa Ma’s
deep cry suddenly sounded.

Hearing this, the human figure was at a momentary loss. He could only helplessly and
immediately withdraw his body. His body moved in a flash and appeared beside the
table while he coldly and darkly stared at Yan Li who was paralyzed as he sat on the
ground.

“How ruthless.” On the roof, Xiao Yan was shocked as he watched Jia Lao who
attacked without the slightest mercy. If it were not for that fellow called Yan Li reacting in
a somewhat strong manner, it was likely that this Dou Ling who was about to become a
Dou Wang would die in the first exchange.

“‘Fa Ma, it indeed is the few of you!” After throwing up a mouthful of saliva that contained
fresh blood, Yan Li darkly said.

A gentle breeze swayed within the room. Immediately, the figures of Hai Bo Dong and
Fa Ma appeared within it. Their gazes were icy cold as they stared at Yan Li.

“Old Man Fa, isn’t it better to just kill him directly? Why are you giving him the
opportunity of respite?” Jia Lao knit his eyebrows together and said. Although he wore a
linen robe and had a friendly smile, he would not give the slightest concern about the
difference in level between himself and the other party who he struck. Once he
attacked, he would directly take the person’s life.




Fa Ma shook his head. It was as Yan Li had said. As the deputy chairman of the Chu
Yun Empire’s Alchemist Association, he had likely already prepared to be exposed
when he had dared to come to the Jia Ma Empire’s capital where there were countless
of strong people. Therefore, it was not likely that he had no plans to deal with it. If they
were to really kill him here, they might end up landing into someone’s trap.

“‘Hee hee, it seems that Fa Ma still sees very far. As long as you kill me, the news of the
Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist Association willfully killing off the competitors to manipulate
who the champion of the Grand Meeting would swiftly spread throughout the few
empires around the empire. When that time comes, | want to see just how long this
association of yours can last.” Yan Li swayed as he stood up. He then coldly laughed,
“You can choose to believe or doubt these words of mine. If you want to gamble the
reputation of the Alchemist Association, you can come and try.”

“Yan Li, you had disguised your identity and participated in our Jia Ma Empire’s
Alchemist Grand Meeting, violating the condition to participate in the Grand Meeting.
According to the rules, our association has the right to punish you.” Fa Ma said faintly.

“Disguise? Ha ha, just because you said disguise, does it mean disguise?” Yan Li
suddenly lifted his head and laughed loudly. He flipped his hand and three red colored
medicinal pill appeared at the tip of his finger. A dark yellow colored flame rose and
instantly incinerated those medicinal pills into nothingness,

“Fa Ma, with your experience, | think that you should have heard the name ‘Appearance
Recovery Pill'. That’s right, it is that thing that turned me into the appearance of a
youth.” Yan Li proudly laughed, “This red colored medicinal pill was specially refined by
our association. It is able to let me recover my old appearance. Ten minutes later, my
appearance will once again return to my youthful appearance. Now, the remaining three
pills have already been destroyed by me. Do you think that there would be someone
who will believe that | am the deputy chairman of the Chu Yun Empire’s Alchemist
Association with that youthful appearance of mine? The people would only say that it is
you, Fa Ma, quietly killed me because you were afraid of losing face when I, as a
person from the Chu Yun Empire, obtained the champion position.”

Fa Ma'’s expression darkened. A cold glint flashed in his turbid eyes.

Yan Li smiled coldly at the volatile expression of Fa Ma. His heart was also uneasy. The
other party consisted of three Dou Huangs. With this kind of lineup, it was extremely
easy if they wanted to kill him. It may be as he had said earlier, that once he died, his
people would begin to create a large amount of rumors in order to achieve their aim of
crushing the Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist Association. However, who did not fear death?
Yan Li was not a hot-blooded person. If it were not for the position of the Chu Yun
Empire’s Alchemist Association Chairman soon becoming vacant, and that he had quite
a few strong competitors, then he would not have taken such a big risk and performed
in this event where he had a great chance of losing his life in order to raise his
reputation within the alchemist world of the Chu Yun Empire.




“As long as | can successfully return this time around, the position of the chairman of
the Alchemist Association will definitely be mine. Without paying the price, what reward
could there be? Moreover, Fa Ma'’s ability may be strong, but he was too concerned
about the association. Therefore, he might not take such a big risk.” Before he came,
Yan Li had clearly analyzed Fa Ma’s character. However, an analysis was only an
analysis. If there were any changes, then he would really be finished.

“Hu.” The volatile expression Fa Ma suddenly expressed within the room caused a
pressuring atmosphere. He coldly said, “Alright. | won't kill you now. However, it may
not be so easy if you want to obtain the champion spot of the Grand Meeting!”

“‘Hee hee, you need not worry about this. In the Grand Meeting this time around, other
than the young man called Yan Xiao, there is nothing unusual about the rest. If | cannot
even contend with these people of the younger generation, how will | be able to fight for
the spot of the association’s chairman?” Yan Li smiled and said as his heart quietly
sighed in relief.

“Then just wait and see.” The corner of Fa Ma’s mouth moved slightly. His voice was so
icy cold that it appeared to have not even the slightest warmth, “Additionally, | hope that
you can successfully return to the Chu Yun Empire to fight for the position of the
chairman.”

“Let’s go.” Fa Ma called out in a low voice as he waved his sleeves gently. His body
turned into a black shadow under Yan Li’s ugly expression and flashed out of the room.
Behind him, Hai Bo Dong and Jia Lao could only helplessly follow.

“Old fellow, you actually dared to threaten me. As long as | become the champion, my
exposure will naturally be great. | don’t believe that you will dare to attack me when that
time comes.” Yan Li clenched his teeth together as he darkly said. He lifted his tea cup
and violently poured it into his mouth, only to realize that his hand was trembling in a
manner that could not be mistaken. It appeared that the trembling was due to fear.

If he did not become the champion, the chase from three Dou Huangs would leave him
with no path to escape.

Chapter 314: Windfall

Four shadows quietly flashed under the night sky, shrouded in silence.

“Hei, Old Man Fa, we have wasted an entire night. Now you want to just leave empty
handed?” Hai Bo Dong finally could not resist opening his mouth to speak as his toes
pressed gently against the rooftops.

On one side, Jia Lao also nodded his head. With his character, he would naturally not
leave empty handed.




“In what way is this empty handed? Don’t we already know the true identity of that
fellow? Now, we at least have some foundation in our hearts.” Clearly knowing Hai Bo
Dong’s and Jia Lao’s bad mood, Fa Ma could only helplessly shake his head as he
replied.

“What use is there to just know? Won't he still participate in the competition tomorrow?
With that ability of his and his many years of experience refining pills, becoming the
champion will not be very hard for him.” Jia Lao knit his eyebrows together as he said.

“Ke ke, don’t we still have Yan Xiao and the two other little fellows? Who among the
three of them doesn’t have some trump cards? There might be something unexpected
that will happen tomorrow.” Fa Ma glanced at Xiao Yan behind him before saying with a
smile.

“You stop pretending to be muddled. Yan Xiao and the other two little fellows may have
quite great talent, but that fellow is after all the deputy chairman of the Chu Yun
Empire’s Alchemist Association. Moreover, he has come prepared this time around. The
chances of the three of them obtaining victory is very small.” Jia Lao said in a deep
voice, “If that fellow were to become the champion, not only will your association’s
reputation decline greatly, but the Jia Ma Empire will also be ridiculed in the continent
for a while.”

“The most important thing is that once he becomes the champion, that fellow will
increasingly become the focus of attention. When that time comes, it would be very
problematic even if you wanted to kill him along the way.” Hai Bo Dong added.

Xiao Yan was behind everyone, quietly listening to the three people argue in front of
him. He understood clearly that it was best not to interrupt at such an instance.

“Do you think | don’t know the ability of that girl Yue-er? Although obtaining the top three
may not be considered too difficult, there would still be some difficulty for her to become
champion even without the sudden appearance of that fellow. As for Liu Ling, he has
indeed learned many things from Gu He, but he loses out in terms of age and his
experience is far from that of Yan Li.” Jia Lao frowned as he analyzed the situation ,
“‘Among the three of them, only Yan Xiao can barely contend with that fellow. However, |
can be certain that Yan Li had hidden a lot of his ability today. In the final round of the
competition tomorrow, I'm afraid that Yan Xiao will end up at a disadvantage.”

Fa Ma was quiet. His face was volatile and his eyes repeatedly flickered.

“Ah, Old Man Fa, you should think of some solutions. That fellow’s participation in the
competition is already against the rules so you need not bother continuing to guard
those useless things. Just do what you need to do. All is well if you don’t let that fellow
become champion.” Hai Bo Dong sighed.




“‘Hu.” Fa Ma heaved a long sigh and inhaled some of the somewhat icy cool night air.
His moving speed suddenly slowed down as he nodded slightly and whispered, “That’s
right. We should do something. The tradition of the Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist
Association has lasted for so many years and cannot be discredited in my hands.”

“‘Hee hee, it’'s good that you know this.” Seeing Fa Ma finally opening his mouth, Hai Bo
Dong and Jia Lao also sighed in relief as they both spoke with a smile.

Fa Ma frowned for a moment before suddenly turning around. He eyed Xiao Yan,
smiled and said, “Little fellow, the strength that you have displayed today is not your
limit, right?”

Hearing this, Xiao Yan was momentarily at a loss. He raised his head and looked at the
smiling Fa Ma before replying hesitatingly, “Old Fa, why are you asking this? | have
indeed hid a little.”

“‘Ha ha, | just knew it. Why is it that all the young people these days like to play it this
way?” Fa Ma laughed out loud. He then let himself fall back, patted Xiao Yan’s
shoulders and smiled yet again as he said, “During this Grand Meeting, I'm afraid that |
will have to rely on you to fight for the champion spot with Yan Li.”

“Old Fa must be joking. Although | do not like to say good things about the other person,
you should also know that the fellow is a deputy chairman of an association. An
inexperienced young fellow like me will have great difficulty surpassing him.” Xiao Yan
shook his head and sighed.

“Naturally, we cannot simply rely entirely on you. Since that fellow broke the rules first,
then | cannot be blamed.” Fa Ma smiled faintly and said. Immediately, he threw his gaze
toward Hai Bo Dong and Jia Lao, “Both of you should return first. | will bring young
friend Yan Xiao back to the association, There are some things that | need to discuss
with him.”

Hearing Fa Ma'’s words, Hai Bo Dong and Jia Lao were at a loss. They immediately
exchanged a glance and nodded slightly. After which, they cupped their hands toward
Fa Ma before they headed to the east and west respectively, disappearing from Xiao
Yan’s sight in the blink of an eye.

Xiao Yan watched the two of them disappear and turned his gaze toward Fa Ma. In an
uncertain voice, he asked, “Old Fa, what are you planning?”

“Ke ke, follow me.” Fa Ma smiled, moved his body and flashed toward the middle of the
city where the Alchemist Association was located. Behind him, Xiao Yan hesitated for a
moment before following closely.




With one person at the front and one at the back, the two of them quickly flew through
the city sky. Ten minutes later, they stopped at the Alchemist Association without
alerting anyone.

“Let’s go.” Fa Ma said to Xiao Yan before leading the way into the interior of the
association.

Although it was currently late in the night, the Alchemist Association was still brightly lit,
making it appear like daytime. At the entrance, cold looking guards were monitoring
everyone entering and exiting without knowing what being tired meant. When their
gazes suddenly swept over an old man who was striding toward the association, they
were first startled before their bodies immediately and abruptly tensed. Their eyes were
filled with respect and reverence as they stared at Fa Ma who was slowly walking over.

Fa Ma smiled carelessly at the guards at the door. He turned around and hastened Xiao
Yan before lifting his legs and walking into the association.

Hearing Fa Ma hurrying him, Xiao Yan helplessly shook his head. He immediately
followed closely under the surprised gazes of those guards. Since they had first become
guards at this place, they had not seen Fa Ma treat a young person in this manner
before.

Xiao Yan walked into the association and followed Fa Ma as he swiftly passed through
a few large rooms. During this period, the many alchemists, who saw Fa Ma, displayed
a reverence on their faces as they bowed and retreated to one side. Following beside
Fa Ma, Xiao Yan borrowed Fa Ma’s glory and enjoyed this kind of treatment.

When the two of them walked up the stairs, those alchemist within the large hall
immediately began to whisper privately among themselves.

“That young person appears to be that Yan Xiao from the Grand Meeting today, right?”

“It looks like the chairman views him with great importance.”

“Che, what unnecessary words. He is one of the few people who can compete with that
gray robed young man from the Chu Yun Empire. Would he not be paid attention to?”

“If he is able to become champion this time around, he would likely become the
youngest Elder of the Jia Ma Empire’s Alchemist Association, no?”

“Ah, most heroes are born young. The old me has muddled on for an entire lifetime in
order to merely obtain a supervisor level in the association.”

Xiao Yan followed Fa Ma all the way until the highest floor of the association before
stopping outside a room. Fa Ma then pushed opened the door and entered while Xiao
Yan followed behind. The latter’s gaze swept around and he felt a little astonished. The




room’s size was very spacious, but it appeared somewhat old fashioned. A few
bookshelves leaned against the walls and an ancient looking table stood alone in the
middle of the room.

“Take a seat.” Fa Ma sat down behind the table and said with a smile toward Xiao Yan.

“Yes.” Xiao Yan nodded his head and carelessly drew out the chair before sitting down.
He quietly stared at the smiling Fa Ma and it was a while later when he finally spoke
with a smile, “Old Fa, if you have something to say, please do. If it is within my ability to
help, I, Yan Xiao will not refuse you.”

“Ke ke, | think you can also guess that the main reason for me asking you to come over
is to talk about helping you become champion.” Fa Ma smiled and replied.

“l also really hope to take the champion spot. but...” Xiao Yan smiled bitterly and waved
his hand.

‘I know.” Fa Ma nodded his head. He fondled his beard and voiced his thoughts,
“During the competition round tomorrow, there’s not much trick to the examination
guestion. One basically has to rely on one’s own ability and trump cards.”

“In that round of the competition, free reign is completely given. All the things, including
the medicinal ingredients must be prepared by oneself. In other words, it means that in
the examination tomorrow, the association will not give any medicinal formula. The
competitors must rely on their own collection and go to the limits of their abilities to find
suitable medicinal ingredients. At the same time, assuming that you have prepared a
medicinal formula, you must also have the sufficient ingredients in order to refine the
medicinal pill. If you don’t have it, then you can only consider yourself unlucky.” Fa Ma
waved his hand as he spoke with a smile.

Xiao Yan’s mouth opened slowly. Some time later, he could not resist letting out a
curse. If he did not have Fa Ma to reveal the information before hand, the highest tier
medicinal formula that he could refine during the examination tomorrow would be those
tier three medicinal formulas that Yao Lao had occasionally transmitted to him.
However, a medicinal formula of this tier would clearly be very difficult to win against
Yan Li, Little Princess and Liu Ling, whose collections were incomparably vast.

“Although this kind of examination had a part which leaned toward luck, luck is also one
kind of ability. Therefore...” Fa Ma smiled and continued, “According to my prediction,
that Yan Li should have a tier four medicinal formula in his collection. With his identity
as the deputy chairman, he should have the ingredients completely prepared.”

“Tier four? With his ability, he should be able to refine a tier five medicinal pill, right?”
Xiao Yan frowned and said.




“Yes he can, but the chances of failure are too high. Therefore, it is clearly unsuitable
for this kind of competition.”

“‘But even if it is a tier four, it looks like there’s nothing | can do. I'm not afraid of you
laughing at me for being shabby, but the medicinal formulas | have on me that are
within my ability to refine are only at most a tier three. What’s more, many of the
medicinal ingredients are not completely prepared.” Xiao Yan sighed.

“Ke ke, | was able to guess this.” Fa Ma smiled and nodded his head. He eyed Xiao Yan
and said, “I have called you over naturally because | need to to win over Yan Li. Thus, |
can help you solve the problem regarding medicinal formula and ingredients. However,
this is only on the premise of you being confident to refine it!”

“In that case, | need to roughly see what tier the medicinal formula is and what its
requirements are.” Hearing this, Xiao Yan felt somewhat secretly pleased. With the
wealth of the Alchemist Association, the medicinal formula that would be taken out
would definitely not be anything ordinary. If he were able to get his hands on it for free, it
was naturally a windfall.

“The medicinal formula will definitely not disappoint you. This medicinal formula may
only be tier four, but if one were to talk about its value, it would certainly not be lower
than that of a tier five medicinal formula. It might even surpass it.” Fa Ma smiled faintly,
stood up and walked behind the bookshelves. After a while, he carried a scroll that was
as black as ink as he slowly walked out.

“Well, take a look. | think that you should like it.” Fa Ma rubbed the ancient surface of
the scroll and handed it over to Xiao Yan.

Xiao Yan received the scroll with both hands and carefully pulled it open. His gaze
slowly scanned the little information that was recorded on the surface of the scroll. A
while later, he gently inhaled a breath of cool air.

“It's far too valuable.”

Chapter 315: Three Lines Green Spirit Pill

[113

Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’, a tier four medicinal pill. A normal ‘Three Lines Green
Spirit Pill’ is able to help a Dou Shi break through and enter the Da Dou Shi class. If a
Da Dou Shi were to consume it, it has a somewhat low chance of raising the strength of
the person consuming it by one star and there are no negative medicinal effects.”

“The “Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’ is divided into three different grades. Each grade
would result in an extra circular Pill Line forming on its body. If it is able to form three
circular Pill Lines, it means that it is the highest grade of the ‘Three Lines Green Spirit
Pill’. Those below the Da Dou Shi class should use these medicinal pills of the highest
grade with caution! If a Da Dou Shi were to consume this pill, he would have some




chances of raising his strength by three stars in a short amount of time. At the same
time, there is also a certain chance of the medicinal effect backfiring. The strength of
those who receive the backlash may decline one or even two stars. However, their lives
would not be endangered.”

“In order to refine the ‘Three Lines Green Medicinal Pill’ to the highest tier, one would
need three different flames. Moreover, one must reach the pinnacle stage for changing
between the three different flames. Otherwise, the chances of failure are extremely
high. Those who have yet to meet the requirements should act cautiously.”

“A Da Dou Shi has only one chance of consuming the ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’
while he is within this class. If he were to consume it at another time, he would end up
wasting his effort and the medicine because of his resistance to the medicine after
taking it the first time. If one were to be promoted to a Dou Ling in the future, one can
still consume it another time. However, even if one were to succeed consuming once
again, it would at most help raise one’s strength by two stars. Moreover, the chances of
failure will also increase by a few folds.”

“The ingredients needed to refine the ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill: Green Flame
Grass, Black Sky Flax.”

Xiao Yan’s gaze slowly swept across the information recorded on the scroll. He could
not help but swallow his saliva. It was common knowledge that the most valuable
medicinal pills were naturally those kinds that could directly raise the strength of the
person consuming it. Back then, the ‘Qi Gathering Pill’ that could only cause a person to
overcome the obstacle of agglomerating one’s vortex had already caused the few elders
of the Xiao clan to have a great yearning for it. From this, one could see the extent of
how valuable a medicinal pill like this was.

The ‘Qi Gathering Pill’, however, merely belonged to the category of the lowest quality.
Currently, the ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’ that Xiao Yan was holding in his hand, was
the formula to a valuable medicinal pill that could truly cause countless of Da Dou Shi
and Dou Ling class strong people to covet it until they became crazy.

A high tier “Three Lines Green Spirit Pill' has some chances of raising a Da Dou Shi’s
strength by around three stars. Just thinking about it. A Da Dou Shi whose training
talent was quite good would have difficulty doing this unless he had one to two years of
time, assuming that he simply relied on himself to train and did not have any strange
encounters.

That one to two years time could now be completely resolved by simply just consuming
this one small little medicinal pill. One could imagine the extent to which this small little
thing would cause those strong people of the Da Dou Shi class to descend into a frenzy.

Xiao Yan’s hands held thedark black scroll tightly. He forcefully resisted the impulse to
immediately use his spiritual strength to scan the refining information that was contained




within it. Instead, he raised his head and eyed the smiling Fa Ma. His eyes could not
hide his own yearning and fondness of this thing.

“You like it, right?” Fa Ma could not help but ask with a smile when he saw Xiao Yan’s
expression.

“Yes, yes!” Xiao Yan repeatedly nodded his head.

“If this medicinal formula was to be placed in the market, | think that there would be
quite a number of people who would willingly use a high Xuan class Qi Method or even
a Di class Dou Technique to exchange for it.” Fa Ma smiled and said.

“Yes.” Xiao Yan nodded his head. This ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’ was definitely
worth such a price.

“This ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’ is a treasure that our association has kept within our
collection for a long time. The one that you hold in your hand is only a copy of it.
However, just copying the formula consumed five years of my time. Within the
association, the only copy other than the original medicinal formula is the one in your
hands.” Fa Ma said, “As this is a carbon copy, it can only be read once. After one
completely reads it, the remaining Spiritual Strength contained in it will completely wear
off.”

“Oh.” Hearing this, Xiao Yan felt a little relieved. If there was merely one copy of this
expensive thing, it was likely that Fa Ma would not be willing to take it out.

“This ‘Three Line Green Spirit Pill’ could be considered to be among the most
outstanding formulas among the tier four medicinal formula. If you are able to
successfully refine it tomorrow, | think that you should be able to surpass everyone.” Fa
Ma smiled and said, “Yan Li’s ability may be quite good, but he is disadvantaged in not
knowing what the examination problem tomorrow. Therefore, as long as you are able to
successfully refine it, your chances of becoming the victor will be very big.”

“That’s right.” Fa Ma paused slightly as he watched Xiao Yan seriously. In a deep voice,
he said, “Do you have confidence in successfully refining it? This ‘Three Lines Green
Spirit Pill’ imposes an extremely stringent flame control ability. If one was even a little
less cautious, he would definitely fail!”

Xiao Yan pursed up his lips as his palm slowly rubbed against the dark colored scroll.
That comfortable feeling caused him to be reluctant to move aside. A long while later,
he finally raised his head from his deep silence and seriously said, “If | say that | will
definitely successfully refine it, | think that you would only treat it as a joke. There is no
definite success when refining medicinal pill. All | can say is that if you choose me from
the few of us to refine it, my chances of success would be the highest!”

“‘How high?” Fa Ma softly inquired.




“Not even fifty percent.” Xiao Yan spread his hands and honestly said. With his current
ability, he was extremely strained when refining a tier four medicinal pill. If it were not for
Fa Ma saying that this medicinal pill tested one’s flame control ability greatly, Xiao Yan
would really not dare to make any promise. After all, with his current ability, he may not
be good at any other thing, but he definitely had confidence in himself in his control over
the ‘Underground Green Lotus Flame.’

“Ugh, it's not very high.” Sighing, Fa Ma smiled bitterly as he shook his head. He
continued after rubbing his temples, “Indeed, among all the candidates, only you, Liu
Ling or Yue Er has the chance of contending with Yan Li. However, among the three, |
look most favorable upon you which is why | am helping you today.”

Xiao Yan silently nodded his head. He placed the dark black scroll gently on the table,
stared at Fa Ma and said, “The chances of success that | have mentioned is already my
limit. It's really up to Old Fa to choose based on what you think is best.”

“You are willing to part with it?” Fa Ma stared at Xiao Yan before smiling as he asked.

“Of course | am unwilling. However, if old Fa is not willing to give it, would or rather, can
| forcefully take it?” Xiao Yan smiled and said in a joking manner.

Fa Ma was quiet. His shrivelled finger knocked on the table surface, emitting a soft
“Dou, Dou” sound which appeared in this quiet and vast room with a rhythm.

“Ah.” After the silence continued for a long while, Fa Ma suddenly sighed softly. He
extended his hand and slowly took back the black colored scroll in front of Xiao Yan’s
eyes which were somewhat disappointed.

The black colored scroll rotated in Fa Ma’s palm while his turbid eyes were narrowed. A
long while later, the rotation abruptly stopped. He suddenly stood up, held the scroll in
his hand and sent it toward the front of Xiao Yan. Seeing the strange gaze of the latter,
Fa Ma could only give a bitter smile and say, “At such a time, | don’t have too much time
to go and search for someone more outstanding than you. you are a lucky fellow.”

“Therefore, it belongs to you.”

Xiao Yan was momentarily at a loss. Immediately, a smile surfaced on his face. He
extended both his hands to receive the scroll and fondled it admiringly for a while. After
which, he spoke to Fa Ma seriously, “I will do my best!”

Fa Ma smiled and rubbed his eyes. He then sighed, “Little fellow. This time around, |
have placed all my hopes on you. You better not disappoint me.”

“You should stop adding more pressure to me. In any case, | will put in all my effort.
Who can start determining what the results will be like now?” With such a large burden




pressing down on him, Xiao Yan'’s face, which was originally full of smiles, immediately
became much more bitter.

“Ke ke, alright.” Fa Ma smiled and nodded before reminding, “You should use your
Spiritual Strength to read it here. This thing is far too valuable. If some minor accident
were to happen on your way back, that would really cause people to...”

“Yes.” Xiao Yan nodded his head and once again gradually opened the scroll. He
closed his eyes slightly and his Spiritual Strength spread out from his eyebrows. Finally,
it penetrated into the scroll and swiftly remembered the numerous and complicated
information stored within.

As he eyed Xiao Yan, who had his eyes closed as the latter was memorizing the
content, Fa Ma nodded slightly. He stood up, walked out of the room and called a
guard, ordering him to go to the warehouse to get the medicinal ingredients needed to

"

refine the ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’.

When Xiao Yan finally pulled back his Spiritual Strength from the scroll, his head was
suddenly a little giddy. It was the first time that he had come into contact with a tier four
medicinal formula. The large amount of information was really so complex that it
exceeded Xiao Yan’s expectations. No wonder that even with someone of Fa Ma’s
ability it still required quite a few years in order to make a copy of it.

As Xiao Yan opened his eyes, the dark black scroll in his hands had quietly turned into
a pile of black colored powder. He patted his hands and raised his head, only to realize
that the originally neat and tidy table in front of him was now filled with piles of medicinal
ingredients. The extent of the preservation of these medicinal ingredients was extremely
perfect. There were even some that still had fresh dew on them.

“Here are three portions of the medicinal ingredients needed to refine the ‘Three Lines
Green Lotus Pill'. It is not that | don’t want to give more but in this kind of competition,
the time should be almost up if you were to fail all three times. In that kind of scenario, it
would be altogether more straight-forward to admit defeat.” Fa Ma pointed to the
medicinal ingredients on the table and smiled as he spoke.

Xiao Yan nodded his head slightly and carefully placed all the medicinal ingredients of
the table surface into his storage ring. He finally sighed in relief once the things were
completely stored.

“I can only do so much. We will have to rely on you tomorrow.” Fa Ma patted Xiao Yan's
shoulders and smiled as he replied.

Xiao Yan smiled and nodded his head heavily. He then repeated to Fa Ma, “Be rest
assured that | will put in all my effort!”




“Then | hope that you will be able to obtain good results. Additionally, if there is an
opportunity in the future, can you let me see your true appearance.” Fa Ma laughed
softly.

With a slightly stiffened smile, Xiao Yan nodded his head. “There will be an opportunity.”
“Alright, it's already quite late. Old Fa, | will take my leave first. I'll meet you at the Grand
Meeting tomorrow.” Not wanting to continue getting entangled with this topic, Xiao Yan
cupped his hands together toward Fa Ma, turned around and slowly walked out of the
main door.

As he eyed Xiao Yan'’s gradually disappearing back, Fa Ma sighed and softly said,
“Little Fellow, | hope that you can be victorious. Otherwise, | will suffer a costly loss.”

Chapter 316: The Final Round: Begin!

When the sky had just become bright the next day, this flourishing city appeared like a
huge machine controlled by a clock as it began to function in an orderly manner. The
human flow that passed through the city’s streets were the best attestments to the
power of this large machine.

The place within the city which was most crowded and lively today was without a
question the huge Imperial family’s square. After yesterday’s competition had been
spread around by the audience, there was an increasing number of people whose
minds were attracted by the news of this soul-stirring pill refining competition. Therefore,
the area outside the Imperial family square was already filled with people even though it
was still quite early. The dark mass of human head extended until the edge of one’s
sight.

As time elapsed, a morning ray from the horizon broke through the restraining layer of
clouds and shone on the huge city. The closed main doors of the Imperial Family
Square were slowly opened as the sun rose. Immediately, the black mass of people
outside began flooding in like the tides.

Xiao Yan and Hai Bo Dong were stunned when they arrived at the open ground and
eyed the long human dragon at the main door. Immediately, they shook their heads
helplessly. It was unexpected that the audience today would be even crazier than the
one from yesterday.

“Follow me.” Hai Bo Dong swept his gaze around once before speaking to Xiao Yan.
After which, he turned around and walked toward the other side of the plaza. Xiao Yan
followed Hai Bo Dong and walked for some distance. The noise had also gradually been
reduced by a large amount. They turned at a bend and Xiao Yan realized that there was
another back door at the back of the plaza. It was just that there was over a hundred
fully armed guards at this back entrance, totally blocking it.




Hai Bo Dong ignored these soldiers and led Xiao Yan through the entrance as though
there was no one else present. Those guards also appeared to be aware of the
identities of the two of them since no one came forward to stop them.

Xiao Yan entered the door and walked for some distance before his sight suddenly
broadened. He lifted his eyes and looked around, only to find that Liu Ling, and Little
Princess had actually arrived earlier than him. Beside the two of them, there were quite
a number of competitors who had passed the two rounds of the competition yesterday.
This group of young people were conversing and smiling with one another.

When Xiao Yan and Hai Bo Dong arrived, everyone, who appeared to be discussing
something softly, suddenly lowered their voices significantly. Although Xiao Yan was still
wearing the robe of a tier two alchemist, there was not a single person among those
present who was stupid enough to think that was a representation of his true ability. In
the soul-stirring competition yesterday, the ability that Xiao Yan had displayed had
caused everyone to watch him with amazement. Among this group of competitors, Xiao
Yan undoubtedly belonged to the leading position. This leading position was something
that even Liu Ling and Little Princess had difficulty comparing against. After all, the
ridicule from Yan Li yesterday was a blow toward all the Jia Ma Empire’s participants.
Yet, Xiao Yan was the only one who could reflect the ridicule back at Yan Li.

Regardless of where one was, people with ability would always easily obtain other
people’s reverence. This did not have slightest change even when one was was placed
in the alchemist world.

“‘Haha, Mister Yan Xiao, you are quite early.” The Little Princess smiled as she spoke
and eyed Yan Xiao, before turning around and moving forward.

“Little Princess is also early.” Although Xiao Yan did not like the Little Princess’s initial
attitude toward him when they first met, she was after all the descendant of that old
demon whom even Hai Bo Dong feared. Therefore, it was not good for Xiao Yan to
appear too cold. He nodded his head and randomly said some greetings that had no
substance to them.

“The examination today is the final round. Mister Yan Xiao, we cannot lose to that
fellow.” The Little Princess softly laughed, unconcerned about the perfunctory reply that
Xiao Yan gave.

“I will try my best. That fellow is definitely not someone simple.” Xiao Yan nodded as he
replied.

“‘Mister Yan Xiao, you cannot make any mistake during such an important moment. | still
wish to compete with you.” Liu Ling walked over and smiled faintly. Although he had
managed to persist through the two examination rounds yesterday, it was clear that
Xiao Yan was better than him if one did a comparison. This was really a blow to Liu
Ling, whose character was usually arrogant.




Xiao Yan randomly nodded before raising his head. On the second story, Fa Ma and a
group consisting of the upper echelons of the association were slowly walking out.
When he saw that Xiao Yan had looked over, Fa Ma gave him a friendly smile. After
which, he led everyone and walked down to greet Xiao Yan and the others.

As the group of them descended the stairs, Xiao Yan realized that Jia Lao was actually
slowly following behind. He was currently smiling and conversing with a few elders of
the association who were beside him.

Xiao Yan smiled as he chatted with Fa Ma and Jia Lao before he suddenly sensed
something and turned his head around. He saw a grey-robed young man was slowly
walking in from the spot where he had come in from earlier.

Following the entrance of the grey-robed young man, the originally noisy large hall
immediately became quiet. Numerous gazes that contained all sorts of emotions
paused on the former.

“What this fellow said last night was indeed true. Today, he once again recovered his
appearance.” Xiao Yan shook his head slightly as he watched the appearance of the
grey-robed young man which was exactly the same as yesterday. Did that so called
‘Appearance Recovery Pill’ really have such a miraculous effect? Even a Dou Huang
was unable to distinguish if it was real or fake.

Fa Ma and Jia Lao eyed the grey-robed young man who had entered with cold eyes.
They exchanged glances while smiling faintly. The smile contained some cold killing
intent. As strong people who stood at the peak of the Jia Ma Empire, the triumphant
action of Yan Li in front of them undoubtedly meant that the latter thought that his
lifespan was too long. If it were not for the circumstances of it being unsuitable to strike,
and their fear of a blow to the association’s reputation, it was likely that the three Dou
Huangs would have instantly taken his life.

The grey-robed young man, no, he should be called Yan Li, currently had a smile on his
tender face. His gaze was unconcerned as it swept passed Fa Ma'’s three man group.
Finally, he swaggered over to the door that lead from the hall to the open ground. When
he passed by Xiao Yan, his footsteps paused and he smiled before saying, “Among the
three of you, only you have some ability. However, your good luck ends today. | will not
hold anything back in this final round, ha ha!”

As he eyed Yan Li, who had walked off with a loud laughter, Xiao Yan merely shrugged
his shoulders calmly. The Little Princess pretty face became somewhat dark while Liu
Ling’s became green. As the disciple of Pill-King Gu He, it was the first time he was
looked down upon by someone to such an extent.

“Forget it, don’t be angry. We will compete on the examination ground,” Xiao Yan slowly
exhaled, roughly estimated the time before turning around and headed toward the open




ground. Behind him, the Little Princess helplessly followed. Liu Ling, on the other hand,
stood in the same spot, violently ground his teeth and cursed before leaving the hall.

As he eyed the competitors leaving the hall in small groups, Jia Lao knit his eyebrows
together. He softly said, “Looks like you have placed your hopes on Yan Xiao, no?
However, can he win against that fellow Yan Li?”

“Ah, | am unsure either. In any case, | have done all that | can do. What remains is for
Yan Xiao to rely on himself.” Fa Ma shook his head and sighed, “Honestly speaking, he
did not have too much confidence. Xiao Yan'’s talent may be great, but he is at a
disadvantage by being so young.

Hearing this, Jia Lao could only helplessly nod his head. He did not inquire about what
kind of help Fa Ma gave Xiao Yan. This was after all, an internal matter of someone
else’s association.

As the group slowly walked out of the passageway, a piercing sunlight suddenly shone
upon them. Their field of view suddenly widen and ground shaking cheers also invaded
their ears like the tide.

Xiao Yan’s hands covered his eyes, blocking off the sunlight. He raised his head and
eyed the extremely crowded audience seats and could not help but quietly feel
somewhat shocked. He turned his head and smiled to the Little Princess standing by his
side before walking toward his position in the middle of the open ground.

When some sharp-eyed people in the audience seats saw that Xiao Yan appeared, a
racket immediately occurred. Countless people began privately conversing among
themselves.

“‘Hey, look at the one who obtained the best result yesterday. He's also very young.”

‘I heard that his name appears to be Yan Xiao, no? Looking at him, he should be just
over twenty. How envious | am.”

“In this examination, it appears that only he has the ability to contend with the grey-
robed young man from the Chu Yun Empire. If he had not taken action yesterday, the
one who would have had the best result may well have been the person from the Chu
Yun Empire.”

“Today’s the most crucial competition. Hopefully, he can beat that fellow from the Chu
Yun Empire. Otherwise, the Alchemist Association will really lose face this time around.”

“That’s right.”

Ignoring the conversations that were transmitted from the audience seats, Xiao Yan
quietly arrived at the position he held yesterday. After which, he sat cross-legged in the




large rock chair behind the rock table. He appeared to be resting with his eyes closed,
but in reality, he was repeatedly looking over the various refining methods and the areas
where one need to pay special attention to when refining the ‘“Three Lines Green Spirit
Pill” within his mind.

As time slowly flowed by, more and more competitors flooded into the open ground. All
the competitors who had entered the open ground acted similar to Xiao Yan as they sat
down and adjusted their condition. Most of those who could persist until this point had
quite a good ability. None of them wanted to dejectedly leave the competition ground in
the final round because of a small, careless mistake.

When the bright sun was high in the sky, the seats had all be filed with countless
crowds.

“Clang!” In an instant, a clear bell sound resonated through the open ground for a long
time.

The moment the bell sounded, Xiao Yan, who had his eyes tightly closed, opened them.
He gently let out a turbid breath that had been lingering in his chest, stood up and
raised his head to watch the spot in front of the VIP seats where Fa Ma was at.

“*Cough*”

On the high platform, Fa Ma emitted a soft cough as his light gaze swept through the
entire place. A long while later, the noisy place slowly quieted down. An elderly, calm
tone sounded beside everyone’s ears, “Ladies and gentlemen, today’s examination will
be the most important round of our Grand Meeting. The final victor will be the champion
of this season’s Grand Meeting. Therefore, do your best today with all the effort you
have put forth!”

“‘Roar, roar, roar!” When Fa Ma’s voice fell, the human crowd in the audience seats
which had waited for a long time immediately let out an excited and unified loud roar.
The deafening roar shot directly past the crowd.

Xiao Yan rubbed his ears, which were shocked by the roar until they became numb. He
turned his head around and eyed Yan Li, who was a short distance away. The corner of
the latter’'s mouth contained a cold smile. In a soft voice, he muttered, “It is finally about
to begin. Next, prepare to fight desperately.”

Chapter 317: Each Revealing Their Abilities

Fa Ma pressed his hands together as his gaze slowly swept across the entire open
ground. The deafening noise was gradually reduced as he did so. A vigor-filled loud
voice echoed throughout the entire open ground for a long time.




“The association will no longer give any help to the participants during the third round of
the competition. You will each have to rely on yourself for everything including the
medicinal formula, medicinal ingredients, etc. In other words, you must successfully
refine a type of medicinal pill within your ability during the time that has been allocated.
The final victor will naturally be the one whose medical pill is the highest tier along with
being the most useful.”

When the competitors in the open ground heard the clear voice that sounded by their
ears, most of them were stunned by the unexpected examination prompt. A long while
later, there were some competitors whose faces were among the first to become pale.
Clearly, these people did not prepare any suitable medicinal formulas or sufficient
medicinal ingredients. For such an examination prompt, the result of failing to meet
these two requirements was very obvious. Their chances of failure would increase
greatly.

Although Xiao Yan had already known the examination problem beforehand, he still put
on an act and changed his expression slightly. After all, one would inevitable be
doubted if one maintained a clam express when faced with such an unexpected
guestion.

As Xiao Yan controlled the change in his expression, his gaze also swept all around
him. He discovered that although the Little Princess and Liu Ling were initially
somewhat stunned when they they heard the examination question, they managed to
swiftly recover. The expressions on their faces did not appear too ugly.

“They really do have rich foundations. Seeing their expressions, the examination
guestion simply caused them to be a little surprised and does not appear to hinder their
performance.”

While Xiao Yan muttered in his heart, he once again shifted his gaze toward Yan Li a
short distance away.

Currently, the latter was also tightly knitting his eyebrows together. A while later, he
coldly laughed and spoke in a soft voice, “No matter what kind of strange and unique
question that you come up with, the champion position will be mine!”

“Since everyone is already familiar with the examination rules, the...” On the high
platform, Fa Ma slowly raised his hand and abruptly waved it down. A faint sound
reverberated throughout the entire place, “The third round of the examination will now
begin!”

Once Fa Ma’s voice fell, the open ground, which had many private conversations,
instantly quieted down. From the audience seats, countless gazes stared intently at the
over one hundred competitors on the huge open ground below, waiting for their splendid
performance today.




After Fa Ma’s voice fell, all the competitors on the open ground did not do anything.
Instead, they coincidentally remained silent and mused with a frown, thinking of a
method to handle the examination this time around.

The silence persisted for nearly ten minutes before Little Princess and Liu Ling chose to
break it. The two of them slowly walked closer to their rock table and beckoned with
their hands. Two somewhat ancient looking green and red cauldrons containing a faint,
deep aura appeared on the stone table.

Hearing the sound of the cauldon landing on the rock table. Xiao Yan tilted his head and
frowned slightly. The cauldrons that the two of them pulled out were clearly not the
same ones they used yesterday. Seeing the deep auras that were emitted from the
cauldrons, it was clear that the tier of the cauldrons clearly surpassed the red cauldron
that Xiao Yan was using.

“Tsk tsk, Old Man Jia your Imperial family is indeed generous. You actually took out the
‘Green-Flame Cauldron’. That is a tier five cauldron. | recalled that there were quite a
number of tier four alchemists had gotten into a big fight over it back then. It really is
unexpected that it finally ended up in your hands.” Fa Ma smiled and said in surprise as
he eyed the green colored cauldron that the Little Princess had summoned.

“Ke ke, | am also not too certain about that. It is most likely that the little girl had
pestered her father repeatedly with all kinds of tactics in order to get it.” Fa Ma shook
his head and smiled faintly, “Gu He also acted extraordinarily. That red colored
medicinal cauldron of Liu Ling’s seems to be the treasure that Gu He relied on to
become famous back then, the ‘Fire-Mountain Flame Cauldron’. That is also a tier five
medicinal cauldron.”

In the alchemist world, a medicinal cauldron was extremely helpful to an alchemist.
When refining a medicinal pill, the best cauldron has the notable ability to increase the
chances of success. Moreover, some of the low tier medicinal cauldrons didn’t have a
very great ability to withstand heat. This would result in the cauldron suddenly bursting
apart when refining medicinal pills. Therefore, the medicinal cauldrons also had quite a
detailed difference in their grade. The cauldrons increased in quality from tier one to
eight. Above tier eight, there was the ‘Heavenly Cauldron Ranking’. There seemed to be
only thirteen medicinal cauldrons belonging to this grade. From this, it could be seen
just how valuable they were. Xiao Yan’s dark red cauldron, on the other hand, was
merely one that had just reached a shabby tier two regardless of how one tried to
stretch its ability. Basically, it had no additional effect on the refining process and might
not be able to withstand a complete refining of a high tier pill.

Of course, no matter how much help a medicinal cauldron provided, it was merely an
external assistance. The most important thing was one’s personal ability. This was the
reason why Yao Lao had only roughly mentioned the ‘Heavenly Cauldron Ranking’, but
did not tell Xiao Yan in detail about the grades between the medicinal cauldrons.




A true alchemist grandmaster could use his palm as a cauldron and refine pills as he
desired, without any limitation. Only that elegant demeanor could show the true style of
a grandmaster.

“Yes, it is indeed that ‘Fire-Mountain Flame Cauldron.” Fa Ma nodded his head and
smiled as he continued speaking, “Back then, Gu He used it to take the champion spot
during that year’s Grand Meeting. Since he is willing to give this medicinal cauldron to
Liu Ling to participate in the Grand Meeting, it appears that he really has quite the
expectation for the latter.”

“‘Unfortunately, if this year didn’t have that fellow or Yan Xiao, it would not be impossible
for Liu Ling to become the champion. However, it is quite difficult now.” Hai Bo Dong
shook his head and gloatingly smiled.

Fa Ma merely smiled, but did not speak. He threw his gaze toward the open ground.

Within the open grounds, Xiao Yan may have been somewhat astonished by the high
tier medicinal cauldrons that Liu Ling and Little Princess had, but having received Yao
Lao’s philosophy, he still thought that the medicinal cauldron was merely a foreign
object. Therefore, he immediately withdrew his gaze and waved his hand. His dark red
cauldron which appeared somewhat shabby looking when compared to Liu Ling and the
Little Princess was carelessly called out by him.

Once the dark red cauldron appeared, it attracted somewhat stunned gazes from
around him. Many people thought that Xiao Yan was similar to Little Princess and the
others, keeping the best things until the last moment. However, it was unexpected that
he still took out this lousy thing at this moment.

Xiao Yan was not too concerned about the gazes around him. He closed his eyes and
thought for a moment. Then, he flicked his finger gently and a set of the ingredients
needed to refine the ‘Three Line Green Spirit Pill' appeared on the stone table. Looking
at it, there was at least twenty different ingredients. This was the first time since Xiao
Yan began learning how to refine medicine that he had to refine a medicinal pill made
up of so many ingredients.

“Yes, the difficulty for a tier four medicinal pill is indeed quite great.” Xiao Yan sighed
softly. He lifted his head and glanced around him, only to realize that there were quite a
number of competitors who had already began raising their flame and preparing to
refine medicinal ingredients.

“Although this ‘Three Lines Green Spirit Pill’ is a tier four medicinal ingredient in name, |
think that it would need to have at least two Pill-Lines if | want to surpass everyone. If it
is only an ordinary ‘One Line Green Spirit Pill’, it should still be quite difficult to become
the champion.” Xiao Yan frowned gently and muttered softly in his heart.




“Wow, it's actually a blue color flame?” Just as Xiao Yan was about to raise his flame, a
surprised noise suddenly rose from the audience seats.

Xiao Yan raised his head, feeling somewhat puzzled. He was immediately surprised as
he saw that an azure flame was rising from the Little Princess’ delicate hand by the
side. Waves of ripples like water waves were strangely forming around the rising flame.

“What kind of flame is that?” Xiao Yan was somewhat at a loss as he eyed that azure
flame with surprise.

“But is appears to look quite familiar?” Xiao Yan knit his eyebrows slightly together and
thought deeply for some time. His eyebrow suddenly twitched. Finally, he had recalled
it. “This azure flame seems to have appeared on the Imperial family crest on the horse
carriage that she had ridden on back then.”

The crest of the Imperial family was a huge unique beast that had its head raised as it
let out a long roar. The body of the unique beast was shrouded by this kind of strange
flame which had such ripples.

According to legend, in the early years of the founding of the Jia Ma Empire, the Jia Ma
Empire Imperial family possessed a divine beast which was extremely strong. It had
saved the Jia Ma Empire’s Imperial family a number of times before. However, the little
rumors among the people were mostly baseless assertions that were repeated and
could not be treated as the truth. Therefore, there were not many people who believed
them. Of course, this was other than those who had insider information.

“‘Eh? Don't tell me that this flame is that ‘Shock-Wave Dragon’s’ ‘Dry Blue Water
Flame’?” On the high platform, Fa Ma and Hai Bo Dong were momentarily surprised
when they saw the blue colored flame that the Little Princess had summoned. A while
later, it appeared that they had recalled something and they turned their heads around
to ask in astonishment.

“‘Haha.” Jia Lao smiled but did not open his mouth to reveal any information regarding
the ‘Shock-Wave Dragon’ that the two of them had mentioned.

“What a lucky girl. It is really unexpected that the fellow which was in a deep slumber for
god knows how long is actually still alive.” As they watched Jia Lao’s manner, Fa Ma
and Hai Bo Dong helplessly shook their heads. They exchanged glances and saw the
meaning contained within each other’s eyes. Although the ‘Dry Blue Water Flame’ could
not be compared with the unique natural object like the ‘Heavenly Flame’, it was
considered to be among the top when it came to the so called ‘Beast Flames'.
Moreover, this kind of flame was tilted toward being dark and gentle. If a female were to
use it to refine medicinal pill, the extent of the flame formability would be significantly
raised.




Not long after the Little Princess summoned the dry blue flame, the audience seat once
again emitted two other shocked noises. At this moment, Liu Ling had unexpectedly
summoned a hazel colored flame. The other exclamations were emitted because of Yan
Li. The flame that he had summoned was not of the normal yellow color, but a black
colored flame.

As they eyed the multi-colored flames on the open ground, the emotions of everyone in
the audience seat became somewhat excited. From the looks of this, it was clear that
many people had held something back in the examination yesterday. This undoubtedly
caused the examination today to become even more worthwhile to watch.

“‘Everyone indeed held something back.” As he eyed the many different colored flame,
Xiao Yan suddenly laughed softly. He slowly raised his hand and flicked his finger
gently. An elegant green colored flame suddenly rose from it. Instantly, the temperature
of the open ground rose abruptly. At this moment, the originally happily dancing flames
summoned by the Little Princess and the others had quietly become much more
sluggish for some unknown reason.

In the open ground, a gentle breeze suddenly blew past. Those different colored
strange and unique flames suddenly slanted slightly. The thing that caused people to be
amazed at was that the direction that these flames tilted was actually toward Xiao Yan
at the middle of the open ground. Accurately putting it, it should be the elegant and
otherworldly green colored flame on his palm.

This kind of strange phenomenon was like the subjects deferring to a king.

“When the ‘Heavenly Flame’ appears, all flames submit. This remark is indeed true.” As
he eyed the strange phenomenon in the open ground, Fa Ma, who was on the high
platform, sighed gently. He had seen such a spectacular scene once when he was
young. He did not expect that he would actually be able to witness it again, at this
moment.

Chapter 318: Failure

The strange scene that had suddenly appeared on the open ground was also out of
Xiao Yan’s expectations. He eyed the numerous stunned gazes that were shot toward
him and could only helplessly shrug his shoulders. With a shake of his hand, he threw
the green colored flame into the medicinal cauldron. Only at this point did the flames in
the competitor’s hands return to normal.

“This fellow.” The Little Princess softly mumbled. She was a little depressed. Having
never witnessed the strength of a ‘Heavenly Flame’, she had always thought that her
‘Dry Blue Water Flame’ was not much weaker than it. However, with the supernatural
display of her flame just now, any observant person would be able to tell on sight that it
was far beneath the ‘Heavenly Flame’. Otherwise, it would not display this kind of
subservient manner.




Compared to the Little Princess dispiritedness, Liu Ling’s face was slightly ugly. The
brown colored flame was something that his teacher had invited numerous strong
people in order to obtain from a rank five Magical Beast’s body, which was similar to a
human of a Dou Wang class. It was really unexpected that before it gained any limelight
after being displayed today, it actually saluted another person’s flame. This really
caused him to be speechless.

‘Humph. What is the use of having a good flame? If one is unable to control it, one
would only end up incinerating himself by playing with fire.” Yan Li let out a soft cold
laugher as he placed the black colored flame on his hand into the cauldron.

As the strange phenomenon disappeared on the open ground, all the competitors also
gradually pulled back their minds, returning them to focusing on the examination
guestion they were facing. The flames on their hands were poured into the medicinal
cauldron. After which, all of them took out their medicinal ingredients and began the first
step of refining medicinal pill, purifying.

Xiao Yan’s gaze stared intently at the medicinal cauldron. Occasionally, he would wave
his hand and throw one or two medicinal ingredients from the stone table into the
medicinal cauldron. After which, he controlled the temperature of the flame and slowly
refined the necessary essence needed to refine the medicinal pill according to the
information that was recorded on the medicinal formula.

Although there was a very detailed medicinal formula in his mind, Xiao Yan did not dare
to be even the slightest bit careless. There were only three sets of medicinal ingredients
that had been prepared this time around. If he lost a medicinal ingredient because of a
careless mistake, it would significantly raise his chances of failure in refining. This was
something that Xiao Yan could not accept. Therefore, he did not dare to throw in all the
medicinal ingredients in at once despite his ability to control the ‘Green Lotus Core
Flame’. Instead, he chose the safest method of refining only two medicinal ingredients
at a time.

There were quite a number of people who shared Xiao Yan’s thinking. This included
Little Princess, Liu Ling. Even that Yan Li, who had always been arrogant, was currently
adopting a serious expression as he carefully controlled the flame, meticulously refining
each medicinal ingredient. Everyone clearly knew just how heart breaking it would be to
lose a medicinal ingredient at such a moment.

All the competitors on the open ground maintained silence. Only a crackling sound was
emitted as the flames refining the medicinal ingredients reverberated throughout the
open ground.

Being infected by this kind of quiet atmosphere, the originally somewhat noisy seats on
both sides also gradually quietened down. All their gazes roamed over the alchemists
on the open ground below.




“They have indeed all hid something. The young people these days...” Nalan Jie, who
was seated on the VIP seats, eyed the rising flame on the open ground below and could
not help but smile as he said, “But seeing the strange phenomenon just now, it looks
like little friend Yan Xiao is better than the rest.”

“A ‘Heavenly Flame’ is a strange object that even elder Gu He never possessed. Its
power is naturally something that those flames of Little Princess and the others, which
were obtained from Magic Beasts. could not be compared with.” Nalan Yanran by the
side smiled as she replied.

“Ke ke, that’s right.” Nalan Jie nodded his head. After which, he abruptly turned it to
Nalan Yanran and said with a frown, “Was the person from the Misty Cloud Sect who
came this morning asking you to return?”

“Yes.” Nalan Yanran nodded slightly.

“Ah.” Nalan Jie sighed gently. His voice was somewhat low, “Is it because the Three
Year Agreement is approaching?”

Hearing this, the wrist which Nalan Yanran used to push aside her black hair abruptly
stilled. She pursed up her red lips and softly said, “That should be part of the reason.”

“Xiao Yan has already vanished for nearly two years. | have told you before that when
he left Wu Tan City, he had already agglomerated and formed his Qi vortex and
become a Dou Zhe. This was done in less than a year. You should also clearly know
how difficult it is to raise one’s Dou Qi before one becomes a Dou Zhe. Yet, he once
again rose suddenly in a lightning like manner in less than a year. In other words, the
training talent that had strangely disappeared back then has once again appeared.”
Nalan Yanran let out a long sigh. He said in a deep voice, “During these two years,
there has been no information about him. However, | think that according to his training
talent, I'm afraid that he would at least be at the Dou Shi class.”

Nalan Yanran nodded her head.
“Ah, | don’t want to say anymore. You won't listen even if | said them. However, | hope

that you will apologize to him regardless of who wins or loses in the Three Year
Agreement.” Nalan Jie rubbed his forehead and said somewhat tiredly.

“Apologize?” Hearing this, Nalan Yanran knit her eyebrows slightly together.
Immediately, she stared at Nalan Jie somewhat stubbornly. “I did no wrong! Why should
| apologize.”

“You could have easily privately went to the Xiao clan and nicely ask Xiao Zhan if he

could cancel the wedding engagement. Perhaps, all of these problems would not have
happened if you did that, but you deliberately chose to borrow the strength of the Misty
Cloud Sect and forcefully pressured the Xiao clan into cancelling the engagement. You




clearly know just how great a blow this was to the Xiao clan’s reputation. It is just that as
your status grew increasingly prominent during these few years, you were unwilling to
open your mouth and apologize.” Nalan Jie looked at his granddaughter indifferently
and said, “But do you know that if things continue on like this, it will only deepen the gap
between you and Xiao Yan.”

“Even if the gap did not deepen, he and | can never be together. Since it is impossible,
then it does not matter if the gap deepens.” Nalan Yanran frowned and waved her hand
to stop Nalan Jie. She softly said, “Grandfather, you don’t need to bother about my
matter. In any case, once the Three Year Agreement is over, he and | will no longer
have any interactions from then on. It is not as though no one is interested in your
granddaughter, why do you repeatedly think about him? Alright, you should stop talking.
Let’s relax and watch the competition.”

Once she said those words, Nalan Yanran turned her head and threw her gaze onto the
open ground. A faint Dou Qi covered her ears, clearly not wanting to hear Nalan Jie’s

nagging.

Seeing this manner of hers, Nalan Jie was helpless even though he was somewhat
furious. Moreover, since this was a public place thus, he could only glare angrily at her
before helplessly turning to gaze at the open ground.

At this moment, nearly half an hour had passed since the start of the examination.
Some of the alchemists on the open ground who needed to refine less medicinal
ingredients had already completely refined all of them. Additionally, they had also began
preparing for the next step.

Xiao Yan ignored those participants who had completed their refination and was totally
focused as he stared at his medicinal cauldron. His left hand would occasionally throw a
medicinal ingredient in while his right hand hurriedly sucked out the ingredients in the
medicinal cauldron that had been refined before storing them into jade bottles.

While Xiao Yan was kept busy this way, some perspiration gradually appeared on his
forehead. He did not bother to wipe it off as he threw in the last medicinal ingredient on
the stone table into the medicinal cauldron. Over ten minutes later, he carefully took out
the last ingredient that had been refined and stored it into his jade bottle.

Seeing that the refining process was this smooth, Xiao Yan finally heaved a long sigh of
relief. He turned his head and looked around. With some surprise, he discovered that
Little Princess, Liu Ling, and Yan Li had actually not completed their refinement.

“Tsk tsk, looks like the tier of the medicinal pills that they want to refine isn’t going to be
low. Although the quantity of the medicinal ingredients does not represent the tier of a
medicinal pill, those that required more ingredients to be refined and more complex in
nature usually belong to a higher tier.” Xiao Yan shook his head slightly and rested for a




moment. After which, he adopted a serious expression as he began the next step to
fuse the ingredients into a pill.

The green colored flame slowly rose within the medicinal cauldron. His pupils stared
intently at the leaping flame seedling. A moment later, his hands abruptly began
dancing. One bottle after another, the ingredient essences that he had refined earlier
were being orderly thrown into the medicinal cauldron by him. The flame seedling
immediately pounced forward, wrapping those medicinal ingredients in an instant.

Closing his eyes, Xiao Yan'’s turbulent Spiritual Strength was emitted from between his
eyebrows. At this moment, his Spiritual Strength appeared to be out in force, each of
the subtle reactions from any portion of the fusing ingredients within the medicinal
cauldron would be instantly transmitted into his mind. After which, he would swiftly
compare it with the reaction recorded on the medicinal formula to decide if the direction
of the refining process was correct.

As Xiao Yan began to merge and form a pill, the Little Princess, Liu Ling, and Yan Li
had also completed refining their ingredients one after another. Without any rest or
unnecessary words, they quickly placed the ingredients that they had refined into the
medicinal cauldron and similarly began the step of fusing them into a pill.

There were some soft muffled sounds being occasionally emitted on the large open
ground. These sounds were something that alchemists were very familiar with. This was
because each time they failed in refining a medicinal pill, this kind of vexing sound
would appear. Following which, there would occasionally be some dejected faced
competitors leaving the competition ground. Therefore, the original hundred plus
competitors on the open ground was gradually being reduced.

This Grand Meeting was like a sieve with quite a large hole, eliminating those small
sized and weak competitors. Those who had the qualification to remain after being
filtered for a couple of rounds were naturally among the top of the younger generation.

Time slowly passed by. Some of the competitors on the open ground who originally had
calm expressions also began to pant a little. Such a huge burden and consumption
really caused people to become tired.

“Can you see which of the medicinal pills that they are refining are of a higher tier?” Hai
Bodong slowly walked to a spot behind Fa Ma, eyed the open ground and inquired
softly.

‘I can’t tell now.” Fa Ma shook his head and voiced his thoughts, “However, it is still
possible to spot some clues when the pills are about to be formed. When a tier four
medicinal pill is taking shape, it will emit its own unique pill fragrance. The more
concentrated the pill fragrance is, the higher the grade of the medicinal pill being
refined. When a tier five medicinal pill is about to be formed, a substantive energy ripple




will appear out of nowhere due to the large energy that is being contained within the
pill.”

Hai Bodong nodded his head slightly and ceased questioning. His hands were placed
behind his back as he quietly waited for the results of the competition.

Half an hour passed by under the expectations of countless of people. On the high
platform, Fa Ma’s expression suddenly changed and a joy surfaced on his old face. His
gaze eyed the direction Xiao Yan was at. At that spot, a faint pill fragrance was being
emitted and spread from the dark red cauldron.

“This little fellow is so fast in forming the pill? The ‘Heavenly Flame’ is indeed
extraordinary.”

The faint medicinal fragrance that was being spread from within Xiao Yan’s medicinal
cauldron was also sensed by Little Princess, Liu Ling, and Yan Li not far away. The first
two appeared slightly surprised. However, Yan Li laughed coldly with disdain after
smelling the pill fragrance. According to the density of this kind of medicinal fragrance, it
could not be compared with the medicinal pill that he was refining this time around. If
this was the foundation of that fellow, then the champion spot this time around would
undoubtedly belong to Yan Li.

Xiao Yan’s gaze stared intently at the green colored medicinal pill that was ceaselessly
rolling within the medicinal cauldron. He sniffed the pill fragrance that drifted around and
shook his head slightly. An ordinary ‘Three-Line Green Spirit Pill’ would have difficulty
attaining victory.

“I can only go all out," Xiao Yan sighed softly. He suddenly inhaled a deep breath that
contained some of the medicinal fragrance in the air. His right hand then swiftly took out
a pale purple Danwan from his storage ring. After which, he squeezed it into his mouth
and chewed. At the same time, he abruptly withdrew the Spiritual Strength controlling
the green colored flame. As he did so, the originally turbulent green colored flame
quietly became small with a ‘puff sound. The instant when the green colored flame was
about to disappear, Xiao Yan opened his mouth and a cluster of purple colored flame
flew out, finally pouring into the medicinal cauldron.

“This little fellow is actually thinking of refining the second line?” Seeing Xiao Yan’s
action, Fa Ma, who had just sighed in relief, suddenly felt his heart become tense. He
also knew that if Xiao Yan wanted to obtain victory, an ordinary ‘Three-Line Green Spirit
Pill was insufficient. However, when refining the ‘Three-Line Green Spirit Pill’, the most
difficult point to grasp was the time when the flame needed to be changed. It should be
known that even when Fa Ma refined it back then, he had failed two to three times
before succeeding. Xiao Yan, on the other hand, had merely obtained the medicinal
formula for one night. There were many crucial details that were impossible for him to
thoroughly understand and grasp. After all, regardless of how much talent he had, it was
impossible for him to completely study a tier four medicinal formula in such a short time.




“Little fellow, be careful. You don’t have many chances.”

Fa Ma softly muttered In a certain instance, his expression abruptly changed. He
suddenly sensed that the originally calm flame within Xiao Yan’s cauldron had suddenly
become disorderly. This was the mistake that most easily appeared as well as most
difficult to avoid during the change between flames.

Fa Ma’s gaze stared intently at the middle of the open ground. At that spot, the
medicinal cauldron’s purple colored flame appeared to be about to rush out of the
containment of the cauldron’s cover. The temperature of the surrounding air around the
stone table had also been grilled until it became somewhat illusionary.

After creating such a big activity, countless gazes from the audience seat immediately
turned over. When they saw Xiao Yan'’s perspiration filled red face, they all took soft
breaths.

“Ah, it has failed.” Fa Ma sighed softly after a while as he felt that increasingly violent
fluctuations. His old face had some bitterness.

After Fa Ma’s sound fell, a muffled ear-piercing sound was suddenly emitted from the
medicinal cauldron in front of Xiao Yan. The purple colored flame were suddenly
extinguished. Faint black colored ashes came pouring out of the medicinal cauldron.

“Ah.” Hearing that muffled sound, the audience on the seats at both sides let out a wave
of regretful sighs.

Chapter 319: | Am Going To Be The Champion!

Hearing the ear piercing muffled sound, the Little Princess, Liu Ling, and Yan Li who
had been deeply focused on the step of fusing the ingredients into a pill were also
stunned. They immediately turned their heads over and eyed the direction that Xiao Yan
was in. When they saw the black colored ashes pouring out from the medicinal
cauldron, each of their expressions were a little different.

“Ah.” The Little Princess sighed softly. Xiao Yan was originally the one with the greatest
ability to fight with the grey-robed young man from the Chu Yun Empire during this
Grand Meeting. However, seeing this unexpected situation, it appeared that...

“Since you have withdrawn, then it all relies on me. | will represent the Jia Ma Empire’s
Alchemist scene and defeat that fellow. | will let everyone know that even if you aren’t
up the task, that fellow will not be able to snatch away the champion’s spot!” Liu Ling
tightly pressed his mouth together and tightened his fist. Although he felt some pity in
his heart, most of his feelings were joy. Ever since Xiao Yan had arrived on the stage,
he and that mysterious grey-robed young man had undoubtedly become the
competitors that had received the most attention during this Grand Meeting. Given Liu
Ling’s haughty character, he did indeed feel a little resentful.




“Hei, you seem to have run out of steam. Since you have been defeated, there is no
longer anyone who can stop me during this Grand Meeting! The champion spot belongs
to me!” The corner of Yan Li’'s mouth was lifted into a cold smile. He waved his palm
and the black colored flame within the medicinal cauldron once again surged. Different
medicinal ingredients were gradually beginning to perfectly merge together under the
grilling of the flame.

“He has failed?” On the high platform, Hai Bodong’s expression changed slightly as he
turned his head toward Fa Ma and asked softly.

“Yes.” Fa Ma nodded his head and sighed softly. Immediately, he forcefully cheered
himself up and smiled as he said, “But it doesn’t matter. He still has other chances.”

Although Fa Ma spoke in this manner, his emotions was overcast and filled with with
bitterness. As an alchemist grandmaster who had a vast amount of experience, he
clearly understood just how great a difficulty it was for Xiao Yan to obtain victory under
such a situation. From the manner in which he changed the flames just now, it was clear
that he was extremely unfamiliar with the means of changing the flame in use with
another. If this was his limit, then it was likely that the result of the remaining two tries
would not be much better.

Moreover, Xiao Yan only had three tries, which meant that the pressure he was under
was already quite great. After this failure, the pressure that he carried would
undoubtedly be multiplied. Even some of those very experienced high tier alchemists
would have difficulty recovering their composure in such a short time when they were
under this kind of high degree of pressure.

However, this was a competition and not an ordinary refining of medicine. Currently,
time was extremely precious. It could not accommodate one to waste it. Therefore, if
Xiao Yan were to drown in this failure for too long, it represented that the him who did
not have sufficient time would lose his qualification to fight for the champion spot.

Therefore, the current Fa Ma could only pray in his heart, hoping that this young man
who had been performing quite well could have the admirable ability to withstand a
blow. As long as he could swiftly pull himself back to his peak condition from his failure,
his chances would not completely disappear. At the very least, with the blessing from
the heavens, some strange thing may happen. The chances of such a thing happening
may be so small, to the point that it would make everyone speechless, but at the very
least, it was like a wisp of a dying flame light within the darkness, giving people a kind of
expectation and hope.

“Ah, little fellow, currently you can really only rely completely on yourself. Additionally,
this is a barrier on your path to refining pills. If you break through it, the benefit it will
have on you in the future will be beyond what you can imagine, but if you fail, you might
end up being forever stalled at your current level in the future.” Fa Ma softly muttered as




he eyed the young man who was staring at the dark black ashes on the rock table with
a gaze that was filled with low morale.

“Break through and change for the better, or sink into the abyss. Paradise or hell is
completely dependent on your thoughts.”

The gazes of everyone present were currently eyeing that young man in the middle who
did not do any other actions. After a long while, they discovered that he did not even
make the slightest movement. It appeared that this person, who was the greatest hope
in everyone’s heart to contend with the mysterious alchemist from the Chu Yun Empire
had currently descended into the dead end of his failure. Therefore, waves of
disappointed sighs were involuntarily emitted from the audience seats.

“Looks like the blow of this failure is quite a great one for him. Ah, but it is not
unexpected. He’s a young person...” When he heard the hissing sound from the
surrounding, Nalan Jie shook his head and softly sighed.

Nalan Yanran knit her eyebrows slightly together. A moment later, she softly said, “From
the way he appears, it doesn’t look like... he doesn’t look like someone who is extremely
impatient. Perhaps he has some other plans?” The words of Nalan Yanran were clearly
something that even she was uncertain off. Therefore, she paused for a couple of times
as she spoke and did not dare to use any affirmative words.

“| also hope that’s true, but...” Nalan Jie fondled his beard and bitterly laughed.
However, he did not complete his sentence.

Xiao Yan’s body was stiffened as he stood in front of the rock table. His dark pupils
were staring at the black colored soot that was pouring out. His originally intelligent and
calm eyes currently appeared somewhat at a loss. Ever since he had lost Yao Lao, this
was the first time that he had met a difficult problem that took him by surprise. He did
not expect that the equilibrium point needed when changing flames would actually be
this difficult to grasp. In the past, he appeared to have overestimated his abilities.

“This time around, it's going to be troublesome. Teacher, what should | do now.” As
Xiao Yan’s mouth trembled, a soft inaudible voice that contained a perplexity was softly
emitted from it.

Unfortunately, Yao Lao was currently in a deep slumber. He did not know of the difficult
problem and the feeling of loss that Xiao Yan faced. Therefore, as Fa Ma had
mentioned, Xiao Yan really have to rely on himself for everything.

Transform and evolve or sink into destruction?

Although Xiao Yan had become silent, the time for the competition did not stop just
because of his importance to the competition.




A short distance away, Yan Li, Little Princess, and Liu Ling were gradually progressing
into the steps where they intensified the heat. The wisps of pill fragrance that were
emitted from the medicinal cauldrons also pulled over the gazes of the audience, who
were originally focused on Xiao Yan.

When nearly half the time allocated for the competition had passed, the medicinal
cauldrons of the three of them had a medicinal pill that had taken an initial shape and
were already gradually being solidified. After a while, a dense medicinal fragrance was
first emitted from the Little Princess’ medicinal cauldron. When they sniffed the richness
of the medicinal fragrance, the alchemists who still remained behind the rock tables
immediately exclaimed, “Tier four medicinal pill?”

When she heard the waves of astonished voices sounding around her, a proud
expression involuntarily appeared on the Little Princess’s pretty face. The medicinal pill
in the cauldron was the only tier four medicinal pill that she was confident in refining.
Moreover, it still possessed some chances of failure. It was fortunate that her luck today
was quite good and she had actually succeeded in refining it on her first attempt. If one
were to discuss about luck, she appeared to have much more than Xiao Yan.

However, the shocked sounds did not persisted for very long. The medicinal cauldron
on the other side belonging to Liu Ling quickly followed her's and emitted an even richer
and more attractive medicinal fragrance. Two pill fragrances were individually rising
from each medicinal cauldron and finally blended together on the open ground, making
it difficult to tell them apart.

Despite this, the alchemists with a strong perception would be able to differentiate these
two pill fragrances apart immediately. The grade of the medicinal pill that Liu Ling was
refining was a little higher than the one Little Princess was refining.

“This fellow.” The Little Princess who had quite a good perception was similarly able to
differentiate the pros and cons of the two kinds of medicinal pills. Immediately, she
frowned slightly. With her eyes, she violently cut Liu Ling who was smiling at her.

“‘Haha, Yue-er, I'm sorry. Allow me to take the lead today.” When faced with the
depressed eyes of Little Princess, Liu Ling faced her and cupped his hands together as
he replied with a smile.

“Two kinds of tier four medicinal pill. These two little fellows are also quite good.” On the
high platform, Fa Ma’s heavy heart was a little better when he sensed the pill fragrances
that were rising from the medicinal cauldrons belonging to Little Princess and Liu Ling.
He nodded his head and spoke.

“Ha ha, you two little fellows who are wet behind their ears. Isn’t it a little too early to be
actually preparing to celebrate at this time?” A strange laughter suddenly sounded from
the side. It swiftly pulled over the Little Princess’s and Liu Ling’s furious eyes, only for
them to discover that the flame was burning intensely within Yan Li’'s cauldron. After a




while, a fragrance that actually carried a pale-purple color was quietly rising like that of
smoke.

“A colored pill fragrance?” As they eyed the pale purple pill fragrance, almost all the
alchemists in the open ground began to cry out involuntarily, clearly understanding what
this represented.

“He is actually able to refine a medicinal pill that produces a colored pill fragrance? This
bastard. He had really come prepared.” The smile on Fa Ma’s face, which had surfaced
only a short while ago, had instantly become overcast under the pale-purple pill
fragrance.

“What'’s a colored pill fragrance?” On the high platform, Hai Bodong hurriedly asked as
he saw Fa Ma’s expression suddenly become extremely ugly.

“A colored pill fragrance is usually only produced by a tier five medicinal pill. Of course,
some of the peak tier four medicinal pills can also create such a thing. Seeing the
richness of his pill fragrance, | think that the medicinal pill that he is refining belongs to
the latter.” Fa Ma’s face was dark as he said, “Compared to his, the tier four medicinal
pills that Yue-er and Liu Ling are refining are undoubtedly inferior.”

“This time around, I'm afraid that we will definitely lose.”

In the open ground, Little Princess and Liu Ling were dully staring at the colored pill
fragrance that was rising from Yan Li’'s medicinal cauldron. Their expressions instantly
became despondent and pale as they bitterly laughed. In the face of absolute
superiority, any excuses would appear to be extremely weak.

“That is yet to be certain.” A young clear faint laughter suddenly sounded.

The sudden faint laughter caused Little Princess and Liu Ling to become stunned.
Immediately, they turned around, only to find that Xiao Yan, who was standing like a
wooden pillar behind the stone table had unknowingly raised his head once again. That
face which usually appeared very cold, currently had an extremely rare gentle smile.

The Little Princess and Liu Ling stared at the smile. For some unknown reason, they
were somewhat in a trance as they discovered that the current Xiao Yan appeared to
have something more compared to the past. There appeared to be some sort of change
in his temperament and self-confidence.

“I'm sorry. Chairman Fa Ma.” Xiao Yan turned his body around and bowed toward Fa
Ma on the high platform as his lips move slightly. He knew that with the latter’s ability,
he would definitely know what was being said.




“Ke ke, it is good that you can recover.” Fa Ma was momentarily at a loss as he eyed
the soft smile on the young man’s face below. Immediately, he nodded, feeling
comforted.

Xiao Yan smiled gently and turned his body around. He tilted his head and eyed Yan Li,
who was staring at him in a dark and cold manner. With a smile, he lifted his thumb,
only to invert it under the full view of everyone.

‘I am going to be the champion!”

Chapter 320: Rising Once Again

“Hei, so what if you’ve recovered. You want to refine a medicinal pill that surpasses the

one in my cauldron during the remaining time which is half of the allocated time? Ha ha,
you should do things within your means. Otherwise, you will only be a joke to others. Ha
ha.” Yan Li laughed coldly as he eyed Xiao Yan and mocked him.

Xiao Yan smiled, but ignored his mocking words. With a gentle wave of his hand, a
breeze blew away the dark black soot on the rock table. He flicked his finger gently and
a huge amount of medicinal ingredients once again completely filled the rock table.

Xiao Yan’s body was as straight as a pen as he stood in front of the rock table. His
hands were slowly extended. After a short silence, a green colored flame seedling rose
from his body and adhered to the surface of his clothes. Not long after the first wisp of
green colored flame seedling appeared, clusters of flames began to continuously surge
from within Xiao Yan’s body. Finally, the green colored flame had actually completely
wrapped Xiao Yan within. The raging green colored flame rendered him into a green
colored flame person.

“Are those all ‘Heavenly Flame’? Just how much spiritual strength is needed to control
so many of these ‘Heavenly Flames’?” All of the alchemists on the open ground
involuntarily inhaled a breath of cold air as they eyed Xiao Yan, who had almost
become a flame person, with stunned gazes.

During the time that the green flame was rising on Xiao Yan’s body, Little Princess and
Liu Ling, who were preparing to extract their pills, were also shaken until they were
stunned. Yan Li, who was on another side may have controlled his expression well, but
his eyelids also began twitching at this moment. He could not understand why this
young person was able to display an ability that shocked and surprised everyone after
experiencing such a blow.

“This little fellows Spiritual Strength seems to be much stronger than before.” On the
high platform, Fa Ma’s comforted voice carried some envy as he watched Xiao Yan
whose entire body was wrapped in flame, feeling surprised. “He chose the correct path
earlier and obtained a breakthrough under pressure. This kind of powerful Spiritual




Strength is something that even some of the elders in the association have difficulty
comparing with. He gained quite a lot this time around!”

It was common knowledge that the Spiritual Strength of an alchemist could not be
actively trained with a purpose. It can only slowly become more powerful over time. Of
course, there is nothing absolute in this world and there are always exception for
everything. In this large Dou Qi continent, there are those lucky people who were able
to enter various strange conditions due to their luck. Under these kinds of extremely
mysterious conditions, those lucky people obtain the reward of having their Spiritual
Strength increase greatly. Currently, the one that Xiao Yan had displayed was
extremely similar to that kind of condition. Thus, even a alchemist grandmaster like Fa
Ma could not help but be a little envious.

“‘Does he still have any chance of victory?” Hai Bodong fondled his beard and smiled as
he asked.

‘I don’t know.” Fa Ma shook his head slightly and let out a soft sigh, “I will still stick to
that line of mine. Everything would have to rely on Yan Xiao’s performance. Although
Yan Xiao’s current condition is spectacular, but the other party is not a simple person.
I’'m afraid that there will be another very close and fierce competition.”

“He is about to begin the refinement.” Hai Bodong nodded slightly as his eyes that was
watching the open ground abruptly brightened.

On the open ground, Xiao Yan, whose entire body was wrapped within the flame, slowly
raised his hand. A surging green colored flame violently rushed out from his finger.
Immediately, it was poured into the medicinal cauldron. In just the blink of an eye, the
turbulent flame had already began writhing and burning within the cauldron.

As he watched the flame within the cauldron, Xiao Yan flicked his finger gently. A few
medicinal ingredients on the stone table were skillfully thrown into the medicinal
cauldron at the same time. Immediately, the green flame pounced on them, wrapping
them up and began to wildly burn and refine them.

This time around, Xiao Yan’s refinement was clearly much faster than what it was a
moment ago. Moreover, he no longer had any cautious feelings nor any fearful
movements of his limbs as he performed his task. When he controlled the ‘Heavenly
Flame’, he no longer had the slightest hesitation. A leisured and unforced imposing
presence faintly appeared whenever he gestured and moved. This kind of presence
would usually only appear on those extremely experienced alchemist grandmasters like
Fa Ma.

One by one, the medicinal ingredients were thrown in by Xiao Yan. After which, his
other hand would control the refined essence of the ingredients within the cauldron and
stored them into jade bottles. Under the condition where he used both his hands
together and released his Spiritual Strength to its peak, the medicinal ingredients that




were placed on the rock table were swiftly being turned into the essence ingredients
needed to refine the ‘Three-Line Green Spirit Pill’ at a gratifying pace.

Xiao Yan, who had once again cheered up and began refining, had undoubtedly raised
the atmosphere of the open ground to the climax. The Little Princess and Liu Ling,
whom many had placed their hopes on after Xiao Yan’s earlier failure, had performed
poorer than Yan Li due to their weaker abilities. In this kind of situation where everyone
was about to see the other party become the champion of their country in front of their
eyes, the recovery of Xiao Yan, whom everyone had placed the greatest hopes in
before, had undoubtedly caused the countless people in the audience to sigh in relief.
Therefore, the countless gazes from the seating areas at both sides of the open ground
were currently focused on the human figure on the open ground who was wrapped in
the green colored flame. A deafening cheer resounded throughout the place.

“‘Hmph.” Hearing the noisy cheer, Yan Li’s dark and cold pupils drifted toward the
direction Xiao Yan was at. He eyed the graceful and smooth refining manner and a
surprise and solemness finally flashed across Yan Li’s eyes. From the other party’s
Spiritual Strength which had suddenly become much stronger as well as his graceful
presence, Yan Li clearly understood that this young person had not only recovered from
the blow he received from his failure, and also obtained a breakthrough of his mind from
such a hopeless situation. This kind of mental strength was really terrifying.

“This fellow does indeed have some foundation. It is just that | don’t know just which old
fellow is able to teach such a student. Looking at his performance, it was clear that he is
much more outstanding than Gu He’s disciple. Hei, the reputation of Pill-King Gu He is
not entirely true. At the very least when it came to teaching, he is far inferior to another.”
Yan Li coldly laughed in his heart. He turned his gaze toward the flame raging in his
medicinal cauldron. From the transparent mirror of the medicinal cauldron, he could
clearly see that an initially formed medicinal pill was rotating within the flame.

“Soon, | am about to succeed.” As he eyed the initial formed of the medicinal pill which
was about to be completed, Yan Li braced up his spirit. Pride faintly surfaced on his
tender face. He definitely had absolute confidence in the medicinal pill which he had
refined!

Xiao Yan’s hands, which were wrapped within the flame, were repeatedly shifting
toward the rock table. Following their swift movement, the medicinal ingredients on the
table were quickly reduced. On the other side, the number of jade bottles that contained
the essence of the ingredients were increasing.

Currently, the medicinal pills that Little Princess and Liu Ling had refined were already
formed. They beckoned with their palms and the medicinal pills shot out from the
medicinal cauldrons and were stored into jade bottles. They eyed the colored pill
fragrance which was repeatedly seeping out from Yan Li’s medicinal cauldron and the
both of them let out a soft depressed sigh. Immediately, they lifted their heads and




turned their gazes toward the position Xiao Yan was at. Currently, he had become the
only one who had some chance of surpassing Yan Li.

The question of which party would obtain the champion spot of the Jia Ma Empire’s
Alchemist Grand Meeting this time around, was up to the ability Xiao Yan displayed.

However, if any person were able to see under the green colored flame where no one
could discover what was happening, they would definitely become stunned. This was
because, Xiao Yan, who appeared to be in his peak condition to those of the outside
world, was currently closing his eyes and frowning slightly. At one glance, it was as
though he had descended into a: half-asleep, half-awake, mysterious condition.

Although Xiao Yan'’s eyes were indeed closed, his senses was able to clearly see every
single occurrence in the outside world even more clearly than what his eyes could. His
surge in Spiritual Strength within the medicinal cauldron had even caused him to be
able to clearly see how the medicinal ingredients were gradually fragmented and broken
after being burned by the flame, leaving behind the necessary kinds of ingredient
essence under the high temperature.

Xiao Yan slowly smoothed out his breath in his heart. He could clearly sense that the
refining of pills this time around was the first time that he had not relied on Yao Lao and
yet displayed his peak and perfection. Under this kind of condition, Xiao Yan even had
the confidence to challenge a tier five alchemist.

None of the medicinal ingredients which were covered by the green colored flame were
even slightly damaged as the temperature of the ‘Heavenly Flame’ changed with Xiao
Yan’s desire. At this moment, he had even managed to control its temperature to
exactly match the one recorded in the medicinal formula.

“The purification is complete.” At one instance, the medicinal ingredient on the stone
table were finally completely refined. Only then did Xiao Yan slowly open his tightly shut
eyes. His body stilled for an instant before he abruptly waved his sleeves. A force shook
and broke all the twenty over jade bottle in front of him. Following which, a shapeless
force sucked the ingredient essences within them and threw them all into the medicinal
cauldron. The flame once again became turbulent at this moment.

This time around, the time needed for Xiao Yan to refine the ingredients had been
reduced by nearly half compared to the last time.

A green flame writhed within the medicinal cauldron. The twenty plus ingredient
essences were completely wrapped within Xiao Yan’s Spiritual Strength and were
slowly being merged.

Like flowing water, time quietly passed by. At this moment, there was merely less than
an hour left until the time when the examination would end. On the other side, the




colored pill fragrance that was emitted from Yan Li’'s medicinal cauldron was growing
increasingly rich. The medicinal pill that he had refined was clearly about to be formed!

“The Three-Line Green Spirit Pill is about to succeed.”

Fa Ma was staring intently at the open ground when he suddenly softly said at a certain
instance. However, his face did not reveal any appearance of being relax. He knew that
it was impossible to defeat Yan Li by just relying on an ordinary Three-Line Green Spirit
Pill!

The medicinal cauldron in the open ground where the green flame was rolling suddenly
became quiet. A faint pill fragrance was scattered and a green colored round medicinal
pill that was like an emerald was repeatedly rotating within the cauldron.

As the medicinal pill rotated, the green colored flame that was covering the surface of
Xiao Yan’s body suddenly began to shrink swiftly. In the blink of an eye, the green
colored flame began withdrawing into Xiao Yan'’s body like the tide. At the moment
when the green flame within the cauldron was about to be completely withdrawn, Xiao
Yan’s chewing mouth was abruptly opened. A purple colored flame was once again
violently spurt out before it was poured into the medicinal cauldron.

Fa Ma’s heart was suddenly raised as he saw Xiao Yan once again spurt out the Purple
Flame. His eyes stared intently in the direction where Xiao Yan was at.

If Xiao Yan were to once again fail this time around, the champion position would
completely miss him. At the same time, the reputation of the Alchemist Association
would be damaged because of this.




