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words were spoken, everyone was dumbfounded and they all looked at Jing
Zhen.

A king of a country being arrested was something they had never thought of
before.

Even Jing Zhen's peach blossom eyes twitched as he looked at Ji Wuyou.
“‘And then?”

“Without the permission of His Majesty the King, we certainly won't let them in.
We stopped them directly outside the palace!” Ji Wuyou said straightforwardly,
“‘Don’t worry, all our royal guards are sworn to serve His Majesty the King to
the death!”

After Ji WUYOU finished speaking, he placed a hand on his chest and swore,
“We swore to never let outsiders humiliate His Majesty the King! We swore to
defend the dignity of our country!’

As soon as Ji Wuyou spoke, the royal guards in the room immediately knelt
down with their right hands on their chests and bowed as they shouted, “We
swore to defend His Majesty the King!’

This was the military salute of Country A.

Jing Zhen looked at the people while he held his chin up.

His eyes were slightly red.

No matter how fierce the palace fights were back then, no matter how his
mother had killed all the royal family members, and whatever crisis he had
faced in the palace that forced him to leave Country A, he knew that his
country loved him.

Just like now, Ji Wuyou and his royal guards didn’t even know what
happened, but they could immediately stand by his side without asking any
guestions.



Because the royal family of Country A was the face and symbol of Country A
to the outside world. If even the King could be taken away by anyone, then
wouldn’t anyone just bully Country A at will?

As Jing Zhen was thinking about this, another royal guard rushed in. “Your
Majesty, the people from the United Nations said they might not need to arrest
Your Majesty. One of their directors said he wanted to talk to you.”

Talk...

Jing Zhen frowned, not knowing what they were up to, and nodded directly.
“Then bring that director in.”

When the man ran out to call someone, Shen Ruojing hesitated and looked at
Jing Zhen. “Do they know about your scientific research?”

Jing Zhen nodded.
Shen Ruojing asked again, “Since they know, why do they want to talk?”

Jing Zhen looked at his daughter, knowing that she had never been involved
in such intrigue and was always straightforward, so she didn’t understand the
subtleties. Hence, he spoke with a meaningful tone, “You'll probably know
soon.”

Shen Ruojing raised her eyebrows.

She looked at Chu Cichen and saw that he seemed to understand what the
other party was up to.

She simply waited for that person to enter.

A tall, white man in a black suit entered, exuding a strong diplomatic
demeanor. As soon as he entered, he said cheerfully in fluent English, “Your

Majesty, I'm here to make friends. °
This sentence made Shen Ruojing frown.

At first, they said that they were here to arrest Jing Zhen, but now they were
here to make friends. So what were they really here for?



As Shen Ruojing was thinking about this, Jing Zhen spoke, “Oh? And you
are?’

“You can call me Karl, Your Majesty. I'm here to help you.”
Jing Zhen frowned. “Oh? | wonder what you are here to help me with?”
Upon hearing this, Shen Ruojing frowned even more.

King Jing Zhen waved his hand, and Ji Wuyou led the guards to quickly leave
with their heads bowed. Ji Wuyou stood directly at the door.

Karl then looked at Shen Ruojing and Chu Cichen.

King Jing Zhen said, “This is our Crown Princess of Country A and her
husband. You can speak directly.”

Instead of getting straight to the point, Karl smiled at Shen Ruojing and said,
“So, this is the Crown Princess? I've heard of your great reputation, but
meeting you in person is even better. You are incredibly beautiful! It is an
honor to see you in person. | believe you will be a great queen in the future. |
know that Country A has no tradition of having a female ruler, but other
countries have had them, so with the support of our Country Y, your position
will surely be recognized by the world.

Shen Ruojing. “?”

Although it was true that Country A had never had a female ruler before, and
King Jing Zhen’s forceful decision to make her the Crown Princess had indeed
caused some dissatisfaction and other thoughts among the people, why would
Karl say that the people of Country Y would support her?

Was she very close with the people of Country Y?
Shen Ruojing pursed her lips and nodded at Karl.

King Jing Zhen frowned and then suddenly laughed. “Mr. Karl, we appreciate
your visit to Country A. But our people are very supportive of the Crown
Princess, and | believe that they will also stand by her. This is our own internal
affair, and we don’t need Country Y to worry about it.

Karl, however, seemed surprised. “Your Majesty, perhaps my information is a
bit wrong? | heard that some people in the military are not satisfied.”



There were indeed some people in the military who were not satisfied, but
King Jing Zhen wouldn’t admit it. “Oh, really? Who is not satisfied? | didn’t
know about that.”

King Jing Zhen pretended to be confused, and Karl couldn’t explicitly name
who it was. Hence, he awkwardly laughed before continuing seriously, “Your
Majesty, | have no ill intentions. | am here to make friends with you. Do you
know that your current situation is very worrisome?”

King Jing Zhen remained seated on the throne and asked, ‘What’s wrong with
my situation?”

Karl began to explain. “We received a report that you developed a technology
that violates human safety and have already used it on humans. We have
obtained a lot of evidence, both testimonial and physical, so you can’t deny it.
As a result, the United Nations Office wants to detain you, believing that you
have become an international threat!”

Shen Ruojing narrowed her eyes, not expecting it to be true.

The person who reported them was undoubtedly Song Chen because King
Jing Zhen’s research had only been used on him.

Song Chen actually went to the United Nations to report them, despite
knowing that the Doom organization was an internationally wanted evil
organization!

She clenched her jaw and stared at Karl.

King Jing Zhen, on the other hand, rested his chin on his hand and looked at
Karl with a half-smiling expression. ‘Mr. Karl, my research has not harmed
humans, and so far, | have only used it on Song Chen. Shouldn’t that be
harmless?”

“‘How could it be? Your research itself is a mistake.” Karl sighed. “You have
violated international law.”

King Jing Zhen seemed a little nervous. ‘What should we do then?”

“It's actually quite simple.” Karl smiled and revealed his purpose....
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offered a seemingly innocent suggestion. “Your Majesty, | understand that you
had no intention of causing harm to human society with your research; you
were merely conducting it in private. In fact, we all know that various regions
are secretly researching all kinds of things, and this is nothing new. Scientific
progress must continue! Nowadays, human society is developing a
metaverse, and your technology could actually be said to be for the
metaverse! By digitizing human brain data and using it in computers, we can
enter the digital age.

Karl rambled on, essentially saying that in their view, King Jing Zhen’s actions
weren’t that serious. However, he changed his tone. “But why is it that others
aren’t in trouble, while you are? It's because you’ve solved this difficult
problem and developed a technology that connects human neurons to
computers, digitizing human thoughts. This has become your original sin!

“Your Majesty, you are an outstanding scientist, so you really don’t need to
worry about this. You can abandon everything and just be a good king. As for
your research results, if you make the technology public, all labs will know the
answer. By then, | believe the United Nations would no longer focus solely on
you. Wouldn’t that be a great outcome?”

Karl spoke casually, but his words nearly shocked Shen Ruojing out of her
wits. The officials of China always put the people first. This was the first time
she had encountered such a shameless... politician.

She knew that Song Chen wanted this technology to achieve immortality and
much more. But shouldn’t the United Nations, for the sake of human safety, at
least try to suppress the emergence of this technology until the level of social
development reached that point?

King Jing Zhen, even though he was interested in this research, kept it secret
after making the breakthrough. He was even willing to hide his identity as a
royal crown prince for the sake of this technology and watch his own daughter
be locked in a cave without giving it up...

Hence, Shen Ruojing was dumbfounded by their outrageous tactics.

Jing Zhen’s expression also turned cold. “Have your country Y and the Doom
organization joined forces?’



Karl laughed. “Your Majesty, this is not called cooperation; it is a win-win
situation...”

It was just a euphemism.
Jing Zhen’s face darkened.

Shen Ruojing turned to Karl. “Aren’t you afraid of people’s resistance by doing
this in your country?’

Karl laughed. “Princess, today | am only representing myself, not country Y.
What does it have to do with our country?’

Shen Ruojing.

This was utterly shameless! Had Country Ys international power become so
strong that they could casually insult others like this?

Moreover! This wasn’t an arrest; it was a blatant attempt to steal their
research! Song Chen’s threats didn’t work, so they went straight to the
officials?

Jing Zhen narrowed his eyes. “What if | refuse to cooperate?”

Karl smiled like a fox. ‘Then you’ll be violating human security laws and
endangering our safety. We have the right to arrest you.”

He sighed quietly, “After your arrest, it's best for you to confess everything.
Otherwise, I'm afraid we’ll have to resort to torture. You know, there are no
limits when it comes to international affairs.”

The implication was that Jing Zhen would have to confess if he were arrested.

Seeing that King Jing Zhen and Princess Shen Ruojing had unhappy
expressions, Karl laughed and said, “1 know that Your Majesty and the
Princess will need to discuss this matter thoroughly. But it's not a problem, we
can wait. We will give Your Majesty some time to consider. However, if Your
Majesty does not comply within the time limit willingly, | won’t be able to
predict the

consequences.”



Karl then nodded to Jing Zhen, glanced at Shen Ruojing, and took a step
back. “Your Majesty, Karl will take his leave now.”

Before leaving, he seemed to be giving them a reminder, but it was actually a
warning. “Oh, by the way, the time limit for our arrest this time is five days.
That is to say, you only have five days to think it over. Your Majesty, | don’t
think you want to start a war, do you? Country A has developed so well, and if

a war were to break out, it would likely set the country back by fifty years. The
people of Country A probably don’t want to go to war either.’

After leaving these words, he truly left.
The room then fell silent.

Shen Ruojing stared at Karl with a gaze that seemed to want to burn him.
Anger was boiling in her eyes.

She suddenly turned to Jing Zhen. “They are pushing us too far!”

Regardless of whether Jing Zhen'’s technology was illegal or not, their current
behavior could only be described as blatant robbery.

However, Jing Zhen patted the armrests of his chair, seemingly having
anticipated all of this. He spoke calmly, “When it comes to international affairs,
not everyone can be considered a person with morals. More often, it's about
fighting and profiting. ”

He sighed softly, “Jingjing, I'm afraid this is going to be troublesome.”
Country Y had pushed him to his limits.

Shen Ruojing sneered, “What’s there to be afraid of? We can just fight them if
we have to!”

Jing Zhen looked at her but remained silent.
Shen Ruojing asked, “Father, is there really no other way?”
Jing Zhen looked at her. “Actually, there is a way.”

Shen Ruojing was slightly taken aback. “What is it?”



Jing Zhen smiled. “From the beginning to the end, strength is the ultimate rule.
As long as we have enough strength, we can resist them.”

“Strength...” Shen Ruojing bit her lips. “Our royal family of Country A is one of
the three major economic empires. Isn’t that enough?”

“Not enough,” Jing Zhen said slowly. “Do you know where the other two
economic empires are?”

Shen Ruojing shook her head.

Jing Zhen said, “One is in Country Y. In fact, Karl’s family is part of that
empire.”

Shen Ruojing didn’t expect it to be them. “What about the other one? Aren’t
the three major economic empires supposed to maintain a balance of power?
If we can win them over, won't it be enough?”

Jing Zhen sighed, “No, the other empire has a rule that they will not participate
in power struggles. So, we can only ally with one economic empire now.”

‘Who?”
“The Loong Corporation..”
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expect it to be them. “What about the other one? Aren’t the three economic

empires supposed to keep each other in check and balance? If we can win

them over, will that be enough?”

Jing Zhen sighed, “No, alas, of our three economic empires, the other one has
a rule, which is not to get involved in power struggles. So, there’s only a single
power we can try to win over now. ”

‘Which one?’

“‘Loong.”

As soon as Jing Zhen said this, Shen Ruojing was slightly taken aback.
Loong Corporation?

The Eastern Dragon?



It was a very mysterious existence. Since being suppressed by the three
economic empires a few years ago, it had disappeared from the public eye.
No one knew which industries belonged to them, let alone who their leader
was.

Hence, where could they find the Loong Corporation in such a short time?
Both Shen Ruojing and Jing Zhen were obviously thinking about this problem.

Upon hearing this, Chu Cichen, who was standing nearby, fell silent for a
moment. He then spoke up, “The Loong Corporation is still in the development
stage, so everything is kept secret from the outside world. | can help you get
in touch with them.”’

As soon as he said this, Jing Zhen immediately asked, “Do you know the
person in charge of the Loong Corporation?”

Chu Cichen nodded.

Jing Zhen immediately said, “Actually, I've always wanted to get to know
them.”

After saying this, he looked at Shen Ruojing and explained, “The Loong
Corporation is different from the three economic empires. The empires have
accumulated wealth over several generations, while the Loong Corporation
has developed rapidly in recent years due to the tailwind of the internet and
information industry. They are young and vigorous. | wanted to get away from
the Country A’s royal family before, so | thought about joining them. But
unfortunately, they’ve only been established for six years. Otherwise, they
might have crushed the three economic empires.”

Jing Zhen finished speaking and looked at Chu Cichen, saying disdainfully,
“So don’t blame me for not liking you. You are indeed outstanding among the
younger generation, but compared to the founder of the Loong Corporation,
you still fall short.”

Chu Cichen. Yes, what you said is right, Father-in-law.”

Jing Zhen continued, “Oh, right, since you know them, why not try to join
them? The Chu Corporation is now developing rapidly in China, and its status



is now equal to the four great families in the capital. Logically speaking, the
three economic empires should extend an olive branch to you, but because of
your special relationship with Jingjing, the other two economic empires have
ignored you. Everyone already considers you to be part of Country A’s royal
family...”

Chu Cichen coughed and wanted to say that the Chu Corporation already
received protection from the Loong Corporation, but after some thought, he
didn’t say it in the end.

So he continued to cough and said, “Yes, Father-in-law, you’re right.”

“‘Don’t just brush me off like that. It seems like you don’t even care about their
founder? You can’t be so arrogant. You are capable, but Jingjing is even more
capable in many aspects. In my opinion, the only person in this world who can
stand beside my daughter is the person in charge of the Loong Corporation! ”

Chu Cichen listened to these words, feeling unspeakably bitter!

He wasn’t arrogant; he just didn’t think he was as good as what his father-in-
law said.

A hint of helplessness flashed in Chu Cichen’s eyes. It had always been this
way since ancient times; mothers-in-law tended to grow fonder of their sons-
in-law, while fathers-in-law never seemed to find them good enough. After all,
it was as if they had taken away their precious daughters. Moreover, his
relationship with Shen Ruojing was quite special, which made it easy for him
to be seen as a scumbag.

At this moment, Chu Cichen’s attitude became more sincere, and he coughed.

“Father-in-law, rest assured. | know the founder of the Loong Corporation, so |
will definitely get along well with him... I'll establish a good relationship with
them.” The last six words were incredibly awkward for him to say. Shen
Ruojing seemed lost in thought as she glanced at him.

Feeling guilty, Chu Cichen hurriedly avoided her gaze.

Shen Ruojing seemed to understand something...



Jing Zhen spoke again as a reminder, “If our Country A wants to cooperate
with the Loong Corporation, it's best to invite them to visit our royal family.
This way, we can announce it publicly.”

Chu Cichen thought for a moment. “Okay, I'll arrange it. Let’s discuss the
timing...”

waved his hand. “How about four days from now? Didn’t they just say that the
final date was five days later?

Chu Cichen nodded. “Alright.”

Seeing that he agreed so readily, Jing Zhen urged, ‘Then hurry up and make
the arrangements. Get in touch with them, okay?’

”” Chu Cichen silently walked out with a helpless expression. “Alright,
Father-in-law, I'll arrange it right away.”

As Chu Cichen left, Shen Ruojing seemed to sense something, and a hint of
interest flashed in her eyes.

Just as she was about to catch up to Chu Cichen, Jing Zhen called out to her,
“Jingjing, wait a moment.”

Shen Ruojing stopped and turned back to Jing Zhen. “Father, what’s up?”
Now, only the father and daughter were left in the room. Jing Zhen stepped
down from the king’s throne. He was wearing the king’s uniform — a suit

adorned with gold threads that looked luxurious, but it seemed like a cage
trapping him inside.

Shen Ruojing couldn’t help but feel pity for her father at the moment.

She became more serious.

looked at her, thought for a moment, and said, “Don’t be upset because
people in the military have opinions about you. It's not necessary. I'll be the
one dealing with them.”

Shen Ruojing nodded and replied, “I have no problem.”

Jing Zhen. “?”



Shen Ruojing smiled. “I've never cared about what outsiders think. If anyone
disapproves of me, | can beat them into submission. So, Father, you don’t
need to feel so much pressure.”

Upon hearing this, Jing Zhen’s eyes suddenly reddened.
His daughter had finally grown up and could protect him...

As he was feeling sentimental, he heard Shen Ruojing’s next words. “If it
really doesn’t work, just abdicate. Haven’t you taken a liking to Chu Yu? Let
him inherit the throne; he’s a boy.”

Jing Zhen.

In the end, his daughter still wholeheartedly wanted to retire and didn’t want to
work!

He then forced a smile as he watched Shen Ruojing leave the room and
chase after Chu Cichen.

couldn’t help but sigh.

A daughter couldn’t be kept at home forever. Now, her heart was all on her
man!

Jing Zhen silently shook his head
But then, he thought of the threat from Karl, and his expression turned sour.

Shen Ruojing had no idea what her father was thinking. At that moment, she
had stepped outside and saw Chu Cichen waiting there.

Chu Cichen, now wearing a black suit, stood there quietly, looking like Song
Chen from a while ago. The corner of Shen Ruojing’s lips curled as she
walked toward him.

Just as Chu Cichen was about to say something, Shen Ruojing suddenly
asked, ‘What is your relationship with the Loong Corporation?”

Note: Loong can also be referred to as Eastern Dragon
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expect Shen Ruojing to be so perceptive. He raised his eyebrows, about to
say something, but Shen Ruojing laughed. “I know.”

Chu Cichen was stunned. “You know?’

AN 11

‘Mhm.” “How did you know?”
‘I guessed.”

Chu Cichen didn’t expect Shen Ruojing to be so clever. He smiled warmly.
“‘How did you guess?”

Shen Ruojing explained, “You used to go to the Chu Corporation every
morning. Although the company seems huge, its workload isn’t that much for
you. However, after finishing your workin the morning, you would still work in
the afternoon and evening, so you must be dealing with other work. Is that
other work related to the Loong Corporation?”

Chu Cichen looked at her and smiled. “Yes.”

He really wanted to ruffle Shen Ruojing’s hair, but considering that they were
in Country A, he held back to avoid displeasing his father-in-law.

Recalling his last visit, his father-in-law had always thought that he was Song
Chen and treated him well on the surface. The usual things he would say to
him were...

“Can’t you find a way to let Jingjing marry into your family?”

“Chu Cichen doesn’t look like he would be a good son-in-law, but Jingjing will
be the Queen of Country A in the future. They can’t always live separately,
right?”

“‘Anyway, Country A practices polygamy. Ruojing is the Queen, so she can
marry multiple men. So, you can let her marry you too!’

Every time he met Jing Zhen, the latter would nag like this, leaving Chu
Cichen feeling both amused and annoyed.



Chu Cichen had always respected Jing Zhen, so he behaved obediently
whenever Jing Zhen said these things. Over time, Jing Zhen sensed
something off because Song Chen should have some resentment toward Jing
Zhen.

In any case, it was fortunate that Jing Zhen noticed something off.

In the end, when he invited Chu Cichen for tea, he didn’t let him drink the
drugged tea.

Thinking of that day, Chu Cichen would still shudder in fear.

He hadn’t noticed his father-in-law’s murderous intent. His father-in-law had
called him over for a chat, talking about Shen Ruojing’s identity and seeking a
son-in-law, suggesting Chu Cichen marry into their family.

Then, he quietly poured him a cup of tea.

It was their first time sitting together. Just as Chu Cichen was about to drink
the tea, Jing Zhen confirmed his identity and stopped him. “You're not Song

Chen.”

At that time, Chu Cichen wanted to play dumb, but Jing Zhen continued,
“Song Chen wouldn’t drink what | give him.”

Song Chen would always be on guard against Jing Zhen, so he wouldn’t eat
or drink anything given by him.

Chu Cichen was dumbfounded at that moment. Thinking about the recent
serious injury of Lu Cheng in his homeland, Chu Cichen suddenly understood.
“Father-in-law, have you been sending people to kill Song Chen?’

It was on that day that Chu Cichen and Jing Zhen teamed up and turned the
tables.

As Chu Cichen was thinking about the previous events, Shen Ruojing spoke
again, “So, you’re an employee of the Loong Corporation, right?”

Chu Ciche.

An employee?



As he was about to explain something, Shen Ruojing said, “After all, you're
busy every day planning for them. This is why you’ve been pushing the Chu
Corporation to develop in the capital, right? The Chu Corporation has never
been suppressed by the three major economic empires, thanks to the silent
support of the Loong Corporation. And your overseas influence comes from
the Loong Corporation, right?”

Chu Cichen.

He opened his mouth, wanting to explain that he was the founder. But he then
heard Shen Ruojing’s next words. “So, would it be difficult if you want to invite
your boss to Country A?”

Chu Cichen swallowed the words he was about to say and hesitated for a
moment. “It should be okay, | guess?”

Shen Ruojing thought for a while.

Chu Cichen had always been decisive in his actions, and he had a dominant

presence in the Chu Corporation. Last time, she saw that the people from the
Loong Corporation respected him during their live meeting. Those unreliable

people were probably his subordinates.

Recalling what Jing Zhen said, the Loong Corporation wasn’t an individual’s
creation but was established by several people led by the founder. So, Chu
Cichen must have been recruited into the organization.

Therefore, asking him to seek help might indeed be difficult for him.
Thinking about this, Shen Ruojing coughed lightly. She recalled Chu Tianye’s
groveling appearance when he wanted money. Next, she looked at Chu

Cichen and stretched out her hand to pinch his arm. ‘Well, thank you for your
hard work!

Chu Cichen.

Ruojing had always been cold and aloof. When did she ever show such girlish
behavior?

Her sudden friendliness left Chu Cichen somewhat stunned.

He even swallowed and thought that he must have met a fake Shen Ruojing!



Of course, Chu Cichen wouldn’t show too much astonishment. After all, if he
dared to look shocked, he certainly wouldn’t enjoy such treatment again.

So, he didn’t mention his identity and just smiled. “For you, no matter how
hard it is, it's worth it. *

Shen Ruojing was indeed touched and looked at Chu Cichen with even more
affection. Her appearance now resembled Chu Tianye’s usual demeanor,
which Chu Cichen enjoyed greatly.

He decided to keep his secret identity for a few more days, even letting those
guys appear when the time came just to enjoy Shen Ruojing’s affection. It
would be worth it!

Just as he thought of this, he heard Shen Ruojing speak again. “But the
founder of your organization is indeed too much of a capitalist.. It seems like
he is working you to the bone, you never had a weekend off!”
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these things, Shen Ruojing became quite angry.

She had lived with the Chu family for a while and could see how busy Chu
Cichen was.

Every day, he went to the Chu Corporation in the morning and returned home
at twelve noon. Sometimes, he didn’t even have time to eat lunch before he
went to deal with overseas affairs. Also, Shen Ruojing often saw that his study
light was still on late into the night.

Chu Cichen would work until the early hours of the morning and then get up at
six o’clock sharp to go for a run and exercise... and he never had weekends
off. Because of it, Chu Cichen always had to make up for the time spent with
the children in private.

Shen Ruojing felt tired just watching him.

Although she was also very busy when she was in the Dark Web
Organization, she had even been kidnapped to an underground cave when
she was young and had to work hard to learn skills...

Now that she was older, retirement life was naturally the sweetest.



Chu Cichen was one or two years older than her, but he worked so hard!

The Loong Corporation wasn’t his alone, so why should he be treated like
this?

Chu Cichen looked at Shen Ruojing’s resentful face and felt guilty for a
moment. Could he say that working for himself was actually the most tiring
thing?

Chu Cichen coughed and then changed the subject. ‘What should we do
about Karl?”

Shen Ruojing lowered her eyes. “Country Y is powerful, and it’s better not to
take action against them. | think that when the news of our cooperation with
the Loong Corporation comes out, they may back off. When the time comes,
we’ll deal with it as necessary. They can’t possibly come to the palace to
arrest people, and even if they do, | won’t allow it!”

By the end, Shen Ruojing’s eyes flashed with fierce determination.
This was a sharpness that Chu Cichen had never seen before.

As long as it involved her family, Shen Ruojing would throw retirement out of
her mind.

Chu Cichen smiled affectionately. “Alright, no matter when, | will always be by
your side!”

After saying this, Chu Cichen suddenly thought of Chu Xiaomeng, who had
been kidnapped, and couldn’t help but ask, “How is Xiaomeng?”

Mentioning Xiaomeng, Shen Ruojing sighed helplessly, “1 contacted
Xiaomeng yesterday.”

Chu Xiaomeng’s phone must have been confiscated, but Shen Ruojing still
had other ways to contact her and ensure the child’s safety.

Chu Cichen immediately asked, “How is she?”



Shen Ruojing said, “Don’t worry, she said Song Chen found her many books
and we absolutely shouldn’t rescue her. There are so many books that it
would be too conspicuous to take them all away. Let her enjoy them alone.”

Chu Cichen didn’t understand. “?7?”

Shen Ruojing shrugged. “So, let’s deal with the matter in Country A first. As
for Xiaomeng, there’s no immediate danger to her life.”

Chu Cichen also gave a bitter smile.

Would the little girl be bought over by Song Chen and not want to come
home?

He was very worried!
Meanwhile, at the Embassy of Country Y.
Karl was sitting there, talking on the phone with his country.

The other party said something, and Karl laughed. “They want to cooperate
with the Loong Corporation? That’s impossible. Since the Loong Corporation
was suppressed by the three major economic empires six years ago, they’ve
been quietly developing. How could they expose themselves for Jing Zhen’s
sake?”

The Loong Corporation had been well hidden, and many people had tried and
failed to find them over the years.

“Four days later, the founder of the Loong Corporation is coming to Country
A? This must be false news they released, trying to make us back off. But how
could we possibly listen to them? If all else fails, get our Princess to come
over.”

‘Why should the Princess go there for a visit?” the other party asked.

Karl laughed. “Because the Crown Princess of Country A is not popular in her
own country, we should let the people of Country A see what a real royal
noblewoman looks like. By then, she will definitely be looked down upon even
more.”

The Princess of Country Y was their pride.



Country Y was also a constitutional monarchy, but the royal family had less
authority, and women held a much higher status than in Country A, making it
a very internationalized nation.

However, the royals of Country Y had numerous scandals, and many
members of the royal family had chaotic private lives. They were increasingly
losing the support of their people. Moreover, Karl’s family was not part of the
royal family but secretly controlled everything in Country Y. Their royal family
was more like a decoration, a mere symbol.

For a time, people even called for the abolition of the monarchy. This lasted
until the birth of their Princess!

The Princess had practically saved the existence of the royal family.

From a young age, she had studied music, chess, calligraphy, and painting.
She had also mastered thirteen languages by the age of eight and was skilled
at many musical instruments. She even played the violin better than
professional violinists. There was no shortage of praise for her.

Now, at the age of eighteen, she had become the face of the royal family and
the goddess in the hearts of the people of Country Y.

With her strength alone, she had revived the royal family of Country Y.

Hence, Karl wanted their Princess Daisy to come, so there would be a
contrast between her and Shen Ruojing’s ordinariness. With this comparison,
the support for Shen Ruojing among the people of Country A would surely
decrease!

Karl narrowed his eyes. “When the cooperation with the Loong Corporation
fails, and their Crown Princess becomes a joke under the comparison with our
Princess, the royal authority will decline. At that time, when we arrest Jing
Zhen, there should be no obstacles from the people of Country Al”

Although Country A was a small country.

But if the entire nation came together to protect Jing Zhen, it would be quite
troublesome..
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coming to visit our country A?”



When Jing Zhen received this news on the second day, Karl laughed because
he heard a hint of surprise. “Yes, Princess Daisy of our country has always
been fond of country A’s culture. She is already on her way and should arrive
tonight.”

Jing Zhen frowned, feeling a bit speechless.

Country Y didn ‘t respect them at all. Even if it was just a visit, they should
have coordinated this a few days in advance. Why was it mentioned only
when things were imminent?

He frowned and heard Karl laugh. “Your Majesty, our Princess has always
been such a free-spirited character, often leaving and coming casually
anytime she wants to. There is no way to constrain her. She is an outstanding
Princess, so everyone dotes on her. | assume you won’t mind, right?’

What a casual explanation! It was just an excuse for Karl to bring up Princess
Daisy’s sudden arrival.

Jing Zhen had quite an impression of Princess Daisy. Her mother was the
Queen, but unfortunately, she led a chaotic private life, and it was rumored
that the Queen had several male favorites. Her sister, who was appointed as
the next heir, followed suit, causing public grievances in the country, almost
abolishing the royal family. Fortunately, Princess Daisy’s emergence saved
the royal family’s reputation.

Princess Daisy was proficient in various arts, especially in the culture of
China. Although country A was not China, the race living in country A and
China was the same, both being of the yellow race.

Moreover, their ancestors had frequent exchanges with China, and they were
considered a vassal state of China, so the customs and habits of the people of
country A were quite similar to those of the Chinese people.

Jing Zhen wanted to refuse to entertain Princess Daisy, but he felt it would be
graceless. His large peach blossom eyes suddenly flickered and he laughed.
‘| naturally won’t mind. We have all heard of Princess Daisy’s grace. We will
definitely hold a banquet tonight to entertain her properly.”

Jing Zhen roughly understood Karl’s intentions.



He just wanted to make Jingjing look weak in front of such a perfect princess
like Daisy. He wanted to make the people of country A lose hope in the royal
family, so they would no longer support the royal family.

But Jing Zhen was confident that he could use Princess Daisy to pave the way
for Shen Ruojing to impress everyone. He would let those families in country
A who did not support her see that his daughter was worth it!

Not to mention the title of Crown Princess, she deserved the title of the future
Queen!

Jingjing was the best woman in the world!
Karl never thought that Jing Zhen would disagree.

Country Y had never taken a small country such as Country A seriously. The
only reason Country A had any presence in their eyes was because of the
existence of the royal economic empire.

But it was too small, with a population of only a few million...
Karl got Jing Zhen'’s response and left with a smile.

As soon as he left, Jing Zhen immediately convened a meeting with the heads
of the major families of country A to inform them of the banquet.

Although the status of women in country A was currently low and women
rarely attended banquets, Jing Zhen specifically asked the young ladies from
each family to attend the banquet tonight since the guest was Princess Daisy.

The daughters of the major families were overjoyed, as they never had such
statuses at a public state banquet before.

And after hearing that it was due to Princess Daisy’s visit that they had such
treatment...

Anyone with a bit of sense would understand that Daisy was coming to be
compared with Shen Ruojing. Hence, the women of various households
understood that they were able to go out and move around thanks to Princess
Daisy’s arrival.



For a moment, regardless of the opinions of the various nobles, these women
actually recognized Princess Daisy first! In this rapidly developing era, there
were various videos on gender equality everywhere, and they had long since
been dissatisfied with the low status of women in Country A.

If Princess Daisy could become the Queen, wouldn’t women be able to hold
official positions in the future?

So, with the anticipation of the noble ladies, the evening banquet finally
arrived. Although there was only a day of preparation, the entire country had
helped to prepare for this state banquet. Everyone in the palace was busy
ensuring that the banquet would be held in a colorful manner.

Princess Daisy’s visit did not warrant a personal welcome from the king, as
she was considered a junior. So the task of entertaining Princess Daisy fell on

Princess Shen Ruojing. With no other choice, Shen Ruojing had to show up.

This was Shen Ruojing’s first time attending a large event as a princess. A
golden evening gown, which would appear extravagant on others, seemed to
give her an air of nobility and dignity. It was as if a heavenly goddess had
descended from above.

Shen Ruojing’s jet-black, smooth hair was also tied up today, and she didn’t
wear any extra jewelry. After all, this gold-threaded gown was eye-catching
enough, and wearing anything else would be superfluous.

Shen Ruojing stayed in the palace’s resting room, only leaving when someone
reported that Princess Daisy had arrived. She then went to the entrance to
greet her.

Ji Wuyou, accompanied by a group of guards, followed closely behind Shen
Ruojing. They all came to the palace gate grandly.

The daughters of the various families had arrived at the entrance, watching as
Princess Daisy stepped out of a Rolls-Royce.

Princess Daisy was beautiful, with blonde hair and blue eyes. She looked like
an exquisite doll, especially her delicate smile, which made people feel
delighted at first sight.

The noble ladies below immediately began to talk to each other.



“Princess Daisy is so beautiful!
“And her manners are so elegant!’

“‘My God, this is the real demeanor a princess should have. | heard that
Country Y is now considering abolishing her sister and making her the next
queen...”

“Finished, Princess Daisy is so noble, and our Princess Shen Ruojing is
usually too approachable. Will she seem too unsophisticated in front of her?
It's such a loss of face!’

Karl listened to these discussions and laughed. This was the effect he wanted!

With these thoughts, Shen Ruojing finally arrived fashionably late at the
palace gate of Country Al
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hosting foreign guests in Country A, Shen Ruojing should be waiting at the
entrance.

However, she was in fact a Crown Princess, which made her status equivalent
to Daisy’s older sister.

Therefore, if she was waiting at the entrance, it would make it seem as if the
people of Country A were deliberately trying to please Country Y.

That was why Shen Ruojing stayed in the resting room until Daisy arrived
before she came out.

She walked over with confident strides. Shen Ruojing’s posture when walking
was different from ordinary women. She had never received formal palace
education, and her parents, Jing Zhen and Shen Qianhui, wouldn’t restrain
her.

Her grandmother, the Empress Dowager, was even more lenient toward her
only granddaughter.

As a result, she was unlike the girls in Country A who were bound by
etiquette. She exuded a heroic aura when walking. Today, her dress
embroidered with gold threads made her seem even more unattainable!



The gentle beauty of Chinese women was different from that of Western
women.

Eastern beauty was enduring, and when standing with Western beauties, it
might seem less striking at first glance.

However, Shen Ruojing today was a sight to behold!

She wore makeup and bright lipstick, which added a touch of charm. At least,
at first glance, she appeared on par with Princess Daisy, maintaining the
dignity of Country A’s royal family.

Seeing her, the noble ladies of the major families were dazzled. They were
seeing their own princess for the first time, and she was simply too beautiful!

Moreover, Eastern women were known for their enduring beauty. Upon closer
inspection, Shen Ruojing’s deep, peach blossom eyes seemed to captivate
everyone. Most people felt a thrill when she looked at them, and they shyly
lowered their heads.

Shen Ruojing glanced at everyone present, finally looking at Daisy and
greeting her with a smile. Just as she was about to speak, Princess Daisy
suddenly said, “Hello, my friend” in perfect Mandarin.

Shen Ruojing smiled, took a step forward, and extended her hand. “Hello,
Princess Daisy.”

She felt that Daisy was different from Karl.

Karl had cunning eyes, while Daisy’s smile seemed sweet and innocent. After
shaking hands, Daisy exclaimed, “Your Highness, you are so beautiful! Apart
from my friend Su Muxi, you are the most beautiful Eastern woman | have
ever seen...”

Daisy added playfully, “Of course, | don’t make friends casually!’

Shen Ruojing laughed. “It's my honor, Princess Daisy. Your Mandarin is
excellent. If | didn’t know better, I'd think you were Chinese.”

Daisy then replied with a smile, ‘That’s because my best friends are Chinese.”



Just as Daisy finished speaking, Karl laughed and added, “That’s because our
princess is proficient in 13 languages. To accommodate the Crown Princess,
she chose to speak Mandarin to avoid any language barriers between you
two!”

The atmosphere suddenly became tense and Daisy’s face stiffened. Karl’s
words clearly belittled Shen Ruojing for not knowing the language of Country
Y, which was not the way a guest should behave.

The people around also felt the subtle change in the atmosphere.

Indeed, Daisy’s fluent Mandarin seemed to highlight their princess’s lack of
language skills.

Karl continued, “Haha, after all, when using a translator, some meanings
might be lost, leading to misunderstandings. But if we don’t use a translator,
can the Crown Princess understand what our princess is saying? By the way,
if | may ask, Your Highness, how many languages do you speak?”

In order to diminish Shen Ruojing’s status in the hearts of the people of
Country A, Karl was doing everything he could to slander her! His methods
were too blatant!

Shen Ruojing’s lips curled slightly, and there was a mocking smile on her
face.

In her usual missions in various countries, the first thing she needed to learn
was the local language!

Karl really hit the nail on the head with his question.
A hint of playfulness flashed in her eyes.

Just as she was about to speak, Princess Daisy looked at Karl somewhat
angrily before she hurriedly looked at Shen Ruojing and explained, “Your
Highness, please don’t mind. | personally love China very much, and my best
friend is in China, so you could say that | have been yearning to learn about
China since | was a child.’

Shen Ruojing looked at Daisy.



She saw the girl’s sincere expression, not pretense, which was enough to
show that what she had just said was true.

Shen Ruojing understood that Princess Daisy might not be on Karl’s side.

She had also learned a bit about the situation in Country Y over the past few
days. The royal family in Country Y had been weak in recent years, while
Karl’s family had gradually taken control of power. Therefore, even Princess
Daisy was not really in control of her own destiny in Country Y.

Seeing the apologetic look in Princess Daisy’s eyes, Shen Ruojing didn’t
pursue the matter further.

Instead, she pointed to the entrance. “Princess Daisy, please.”

Princess Daisy walked with Shen Ruojing toward the palace.

The guards were at a distance.

On the way, Karl suddenly looked at Daisy and whispered in the language of
Country Y, “‘Your Highness, do you really think you were invited here to play?”
Daisy looked at him angrily, “What is it for then?”

Karl lowered his eyes. “It's to teach this princess of Country A a lesson! To
show them how powerful Country Y is, and to let her know that she is no
match for Your Highness! By the way, you may not know your mission here,
so let me tell you...”

Daisy didn’t want to hear what the mission was, as she was now just an
ambassador for her country. If she listened, she would have to follow Karl's
orders.

Sensing Karl’s malice toward Shen Ruojing, she interrupted him directly,
protecting the Shen Ruojing in her own way. “Karl, we are guests in someone
else’s house, and your behavior is very impolite! Please stop talking!

Karl sneered, “Princess Daisy, it doesn’t matter. She can’t understand what
we’re saying anyway. I've already inquired, King Jing Zhen was living like
bumpkins in China, and they both grew up in a small city!

The language of Country Y was special and difficult to learn.



It was not quite the same as the internationally common English language, so
Karl believed that Shen Ruojing couldn’t understand the language of Country
Y.

That was why he dared to speak so recklessly.

After finishing, Karl looked at Shen Ruojing, raised his chin provocatively as
he smiled at her, and said in Chinese, “Princess, Your Highness, we were just
praising your beauty. ”

Shen Ruojing.

After saying that, Karl looked at Daisy again. “See? She didn’t understand
what we just said. So, you don’t have to worry about anything. Your mission
today

Anxiousness appeared on Princess Daisy’s face.

She really wanted to interrupt Karl again, but the current royal family had little
power. If she didn’t follow Karl’s orders, she was afraid her life would be
difficult when she returned to her country.

But to have her suppress Shen Ruojing in the midst of diplomatic relations
between the two countries, she really couldn’t do it...

Just as Daisy made up her mind not to follow Karl’s orders and make things
difficult for Shen Ruojing, a cold, clear voice suddenly came from the side...
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a hint of anger and dissatisfaction, and it spoke in the most authentic Y
language, with a pronunciation similar to English yet different in that special
sense.

“Mr. Karl, perhaps you’re not aware of how far the small places in China have
developed. As for me, this bumpkin, | just happen to be proficient in the Y
language...”

Upon hearing this, Karl froze. He couldn’t believe it and turned to look at Shen
Ruojing, who was staring at him coldly. The icy gaze seemed as if it wanted to
devour him, scaring Karl so much that his following words got stuck in his
throat.



Choking for a moment, he wanted to say something else, but Daisy hurriedly
spoke up, “Your Highness, it turns out you speak Y language so well. How
many languages are you proficient in?’

This changed the subject and prevented Karl from giving her any more tasks.

After all, Daisy had been called over at the last minute, taking a long flight to
Country A without Karl picking her up at the airport. Instead, they had just met
at the entrance of the palace, so she wasn’t clear about the purpose of her
visit to Country A.

Now that the topic had been diverted, Karl never got a chance to speak
privately about the matter, and Princess Daisy could pretend to be clueless.
As far as she was concerned, she was just here to enhance the friendship
between the two countries, and she understood that!

Shen Ruojing looked at Daisy and thought of how the girl had just changed
the subject to avoid embarrassing her. Hence, she went along with it. “Hmm, |
can’t really count...”

Daisy didn’t mind and continued asking, “You must be proficient in English,
what about French?”

“l know a little.”

‘Your Highness is too modest! You must not know just a little, but a lot. My
friend’s mother is just like you. | know what Chinese people mean when they
say they ‘know a little’!”

Daisy was very talkative, and her words piqued Shen Ruojing’s interest. “Oh?
Why does Your Highness say that?”

Daisy smiled, her eyes showing more affection and her face a touch of
nostalgia. “1 once had a very good friend who went to school with me. When |
asked if he could play table tennis, he said he knew a little. | was so excited,
thinking | could definitely beat him, but in the end...” Daisy shrugged, playfully
saying, “I lost miserably.”

As a 19-year-old woman, Princess Daisy was very adorable when she spoke
and gestured, so Shen Ruojing couldn’t help but laugh.



Shen Ruojing replied, “Table tennis is our national sport in China. You
shouldn’t have competed with him in that.”

Daisy made a sad face. ‘The problem is, | can’t beat him at anything else
either...”

As she said this, Shen Ruojing suddenly laughed. “Princess Daisy, do you
care about him a lot?”

Daisy was slightly startled, glanced at Karl subconsciously, and then
suppressed the melancholy in her eyes. “No, we are just friends.”

After saying this, she didn’t want to bring up the matter anymore, and her eyes
showed a touch of bitterness.

Two years ago, she had followed that person to China but failed to receive a
response. She then went back immediately, as her mother, the Queen, and
her sister were utterly unreliable at home.

The royal family relied solely on her...
As she thought of this, she entered Country A’s palace with Shen Ruojing.

Princess Daisy was indeed as kind and innocent as rumored. Once they were
in the palace, she didn’t give Karl any more opportunities to speak to her
privately. Instead, she accompanied Shen Ruojing everywhere. The two
appeared equal in status, maintaining the dignity of Country A’s royal family,
while Princess Daisy quickly captured the hearts of the noble ladies.

Karl watched this with a hint of anxiety.

Soon, it was time for the banquet, and King Jing Zhen finally appeared,
inviting everyone to take their seats.

While eating, Karl looked around the room and suddenly spoke with a smile,
“Your Majesty, our Princess Daisy has always been fond of Chinese culture
and has learned to write beautiful characters. Today, she would like to write a
few for everyone and have the Chinese guests evaluate her work.”

After saying this, he waved his hand.



The people from Country Y had prepared everything, so upon hearing this,
they immediately brought paper and brushes to the table in the center of the
banquet hall.

Daisy. ”

She really didn’t like Karl’s approach.

Hence, she couldn’t help but look at Karl, using silence as a form of protest.

Karl, however, calmly looked at her with a smile on his face. “Princess Daisy,
please go ahead. You don’t need to hide your skills. His Majesty and Her

Highness have both grown up in China and are well-versed in Chinese arts.
They can surely give you some guidance, and you'll definitely make progress.”
Karl had researched Jing Zhen and Shen Ruojing’s news in China and knew
that Shen Ruojing was quite skilled in music. Therefore, Karl didn’t target her

with music but chose calligraphy instead.

Princess Daisy learned a lot about Chinese culture because of her fondness
for a certain Chinese person. Also, she had been taught calligraphy by a

renowned master and could write beautifully. The master had even said that
her writing was comparable to the best among young people in China today.

At this moment, Daisy bit her lips.

Karl then narrowed his eyes, showing a subtle threat in his gaze.
Seeing his gaze, Daisy took a deep breath and finally stood up.

She looked at Shen Ruojing again, her eyes revealing a hint of apology.
Shen Ruojing.

It wasn'’t that serious as the situation was very manageable..
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standing behind Shen Ruojing, suddenly became nervous.

Taking advantage of the fact that no one was around, he quietly walked
behind



Shen Ruojing under the guise of patrolling and then whispered, “Your
Highness, Princess Daisy’s calligraphy skill is really good. Now that Karl is
having her write, it must be to suppress you. When they ask for your opinion
later, you should praise her lavishly and then showcase your own strengths.”

After saying this, Ji Wuyou paused for a moment, thinking of preserving Shen
Ruojing’s self-esteem. After that, he asked tactfully, “Your Highness, what are
you good at?”

What was she good at?
This put Shen Ruojing in a difficult position.

She seemed to be a little good at everything, but as for what she was best at,
she couldn’t say.

As Shen Ruojing hesitated, Ji Wuyou couldn’t help but ask, “How about
music?”

Shen Ruojing reflexively asked, “Piano? Or violin? Or perhaps the guqin?
Ji Wuyou. “?”

He had seen the sisters in his family learn these things, and it was already
impressive if they could master one of them. (Could the Princess know all of
them? No...)

(Looking at the Princess’s expression, could it be that she only has beginner-
level skills in all of them?)

Ji Wuyou was not very familiar with Shen Ruojing’s situation in China, so he
tentatively asked, “Which of these three instruments are you best at?” Shen
Ruojing. “...All of them are fine, | guess. °

77 Ji WUYOU immediately wanted to change the topic, so he coughed and
asked, “Do you know flower arrangement?”

Shen Ruojing. ( | really don’t know this one.)

She had never specifically learned flower arrangement, so she didn’t
understand the principles behind it.

Ji Wuyou continued to ask, “How about performing a tea ceremony?



Shen Ruojing shook her head blankly again.

Ji Wuyou clenched his teeth. “What about chess in the realms of music,
chess, calligraphy, and painting?”

Shen Ruojing had never learned chess, so she coughed and said, “I am better
at fishing.”

Ji Wuyou.
He was almost speechless. (Your Highness, can you learn at least one skill?!)

What should they do now? Would they be overshadowed by Princess Daisy
today?

While Ji Wuyou was discussing with Shen Ruojing, people nearby were also
eavesdropping on their conversation.

A few noblewomen became a bhit anxious.

They often competed with each other, but today they were able to go out
because of the Crown Princess, so they liked the Crown Princess very much
and wanted her to win the scene.

A few women walked over to Shen Ruojing, and one of them said, “Your
Highness, | am from the Luo family. My sister is Princess Consort Luo, and |
can write some characters. Shall | take your place later?’

Shen Ruojing turned her head and saw a woman who indeed resembled
Princess Consort Luo, sitting beside her with an eager expression.

Shen Ruojing hesitated for a moment, coughed, and suddenly asked, “What
should | call you?”

Princess Consort Luo and Shen Qianhui were of the same generation, so
Princess Consort Luo’s younger sister, though she looked only about twenty
years old, indeed held a higher position than Shen Ruojing in terms of
seniority.

The sister of Princess Consort Luo was named Luo Yan. She was also proud
and arrogant. However, her ambitions were different from the Princess
Consorts, who wanted to become Queen, bear a Prince, and be the favorite in
the harem.



Luo Yan had been watching foreign videos since she was young and knew
that other countries treated men and women equally.

Hence, she wanted to prove herself, knowing that she was a better student
than her brothers. But no one in her family acknowledged her.

She felt invisible.

After that, the establishment of the Crown Princess gave her hope. She hoped
to work with the Crown Princess in the future, rather than being married off to
an unknown man and spending her life giving birth to children.

As Luo Yan thought about this, the head of the Luo family called her, “Luo
Yan, what are you doing? Come sit down!”

Luo Yan hesitated and looked back at the head of the Luo family.

Although Luo was grateful to Shen Ruojing because she found out the cause
of Princess Consort Luo’s death, he still had reservations about her taking the
position of the Crown Princess. In his opinion, women should stay at home
and raise children. How could they become officials?

If women became officials and went on to build careers, who would give birth
to children then?

The head of the Luo family looked at Shen Ruojing, thinking that if she were to
make a fool of herself today, they might be able to convince the King to
abolish the Crown Princess. If that failed, they could always adopt a child from
a side branch of the royal family!

Although most of the royal family had been killed by the Queen Dowager,
there were still survivors from the side branches.

They had recently established contact with a young prince from a side branch.
If they could support him in taking the throne, the Luo family’s status would
surpass that of the Yan family!

Luo Yan looked at her father and then back at Shen Ruojing. For some
reason, she suddenly felt that if she gave up today, she might really give up
the chance to escape the confines of her family.



She didn’t want to miss this opportunity, so she bit her lips and said, “Father,
this matter concerns the dignity of our country. | cannot obey!”

Luo immediately scolded her in a low voice, “What are you trying to do? Do
you want to compete with Princess Daisy? Can you compare to her? Do you
know why Princess Daisy is able to represent her country on this visit? This is
because her calligraphy skill is incredible!” Luo Yan clenched her fists tightly.
“But [ still want to try.”

As the two argued, Daisy had begun writing in the center of the room.

A blonde, blue-eyed woman holding a brush looked somewhat out of place,
but her hand was steady as she wrote, each stroke strong and pleasing to the
eye.

Soon after, Daisy finished a piece of calligraphy.

She then held it up for everyone to see.

The characters were powerful and seemed to penetrate the paper.

Luo Yan stared at the writing, completely stunned.

She had been working hard to improve her calligraphy, but she hadn’t
expected Princess Daisy to be so skilled. This realization filled her with a deep

sense of defeat.

Luo sneered, “Do you see? Princess Daisy can visit our country because her
abilities are on par with men! And you? Your calligraphy is nothing compared
to hers. What can you bring to the competition? Come back here! Girls should
behave like girls! Your duty is to marry and raise children!” At this moment,
Luo Yan felt extremely down.

Her strongest skill was calligraphy, but now she found herself inferior to
Princess Daisy.

Luo Yan was deeply hurt.

Her father had always mocked the Crown Princess for her position, and now
she understood the gap between her and Princess Daisy.

Feeling somewhat desperate, she looked at Shen Ruojing, bowed slightly,
and then whispered, “Your Highness, I'm sorry.”



Perhaps she was only suited for marrying and raising children after all..
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this, she took a few steps back.

Shen Ruojing saw the guilt and disappointment in her eyes, along with a
sense of helplessness. She hadn’t quite understood Luo Yan’s thoughts at
first, but she soon grasped her meaning.

For a woman in Country A, it was indeed very difficult to take that step
forward.

She didn’t want Luo Yan to be disappointed.
So, Shen Ruojing narrowed her eyes.

After Luo Yan returned to her seat, she remained sullen and somewhat at a
loss.

Many people had seen her earlier attempt.
At this moment, everyone began to praise Princess Daisy’s calligraphy.
“Princess Daisy’s writing is truly on par with men!”

“Princess Daisy’s writing has such style, and it looks somewhat familiar...
What calligraphy model is this?’

“My goodness, Princess Daisy, your love for Chinese culture is so genuine,
being able to write such beautiful calligraphy is simply incredible! ”

As everyone praised Princess Daisy, Luo Yan bit her lips, wanting to point out
a flaw but unable to do so.

Her brother beside her mocked her, “Little Yan, | think you better not
embarrass yourself!l The reason Country Y is ruled by a queen is because
their princesses are just as talented as men, even more so in some aspects.
The women in our country, however, spend all their time in the inner palace
and have limited exposure to the world.”

‘Right, | never quite understood why His Majesty wanted to establish a Crown
Princess. Isn'’t it better for her to simply get married?’



“You don’t understand? His Majesty just wants an heir with his bloodline. The
Crown Princess has given birth to two boys and a girl, so she’s just a medium
for transition. When His Majesty gets old and her sons grow up, they can
directly succeed the throne. It’s just a temporary strategy!”

“Even if it's temporary, the Crown Princess should learn something to avoid
embarrassing herself in such situations! Princess Daisy represents her
country’s prestige, but what about our Princess, no, our Crown Princess? If
she’s incapable, it will be really embarrassing!”

“I think it would be better to find a royal from the side branch to inherit the
throne. At least, they have always been in the royal family and received a
traditional education. In such moments, they can showcase one or two talents.
Even if their writing is not as good as Princess Daisy’s, they should be able to
do something else, right?”

“Are you talking about Prince Jing Yi? He is indeed excellent in every
aspect...”

The officials from Country A began discussing in low voices, expressing their
dissatisfaction with Shen Ruojing.

Shen Ruojing, listening to the murmurs around her, remained silent. Her gaze
then fell on Jing Yi, the side branch’s royal mentioned by the others.

He and Shen Ruojing had the same grandfather, making them part of the
same generation. However, their relationship was distant, so he was spared
when the Queen Dowager carried out her massacre.

Everyone in the royal family was good-looking, and upon hearing these words,
Jing Yi’'s eyes revealed a hint of ambition.

As everyone discussed, Luo Yan'’s father suddenly asked, “Prince Jing Yi,
what do you think of Princess Daisy’s calligraphy?”

Being singled out, Jing Yi glanced at Shen Ruojing and smiled. “With the
Crown

Princess here, it's not my place to comment. | think it’s better to let the Crown
Princess evaluate it first!’

Everyone’s eyes then turned to Shen Ruojing.



However, Shen Ruojing didn’t speak; she just looked at Daisy with a smile.

Princess Daisy didn’t want to become a tool in their dispute. After completing
her calligraphy, she smiled and said, “I've heard that the Crown Princess is
very proficient in music. | also happen to have some questions about the
zither (a Chinese stringed instrument). | wonder if | could ask the Crown
Princess for some guidance?”

Daisy must have learned something about Shen Ruojing before coming here.
Her words provided a way out for Shen Ruojing.

Shen Ruojing raised her eyebrows.

Her gaze fell on the calligraphy in Princess Daisy’s hand. Looking at the
familiar style, she smiled. “Alright, let me play the zither for everyone.”

After saying this, she waved to Ji Wuyou, who was standing behind her.
“Bring a zither here.

Ji Wuyou looked at her worriedly. “Princess, your zither...”

But his words stopped abruptly, as he couldn’t disobey the Crown Princess’s
order. Ji Wuyou accepted the command and went to fetch the zither.

Unfortunately, as soon as Ji Wuyou left, Jing Yi laughed. “Among the four arts
of music, chess, calligraphy, and painting, | actually think music is the least
important. After all, it is merely to please people’s emotions and can only be
considered a minor art. Crown Princess, do you agree with what | said?”

Shen Ruojing. “?”

She didn’t want to deliberately overshadow Princess Daisy’s calligraphy, as
Daisy had shown her respect. If she defeated Daisy, wouldn’t Daisy’s life in
Country Y become more difficult?

So when Daisy mentioned the zither, Shen Ruojing agreed. Her zither skills
were superior to Daisy’s, and Daisy’s calligraphy would be perceived as better
than hers. Wouldn't it be nice if everyone got along harmoniously?

However, at this moment, Jing Yi was really annoying. His words put both her
and Princess Daisy on the spot.



Princess Daisy also understood Jing Yi’s intentions. Her face tensed up,
looking a bit angry. ‘Music, chess, calligraphy, and painting are all part of
China’s talents. How can one distinguish their importance or value? | love all
aspects of Chinese culture.. As people of China, don’t you also love them?’



