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together.

"Mr. Ethan, could you drive a little slower,’
Arwen asked, settling more comfortably into
Aiden's arms. She had only meant to lift his
mood initially, but now that she was cozily
nestled against him, she just didn't want the
moment to end soon. "As I sald I am a little
exhausted. It would be nice If I could rest a little
on the way before we get to the restaurant” 1

Emyrmdded,andArwenglvehlmapollte
smile.

Alden, who heard her, glanced down at her and
suggested, °If you are tired, we can make plans
formotlnrchy.lcouldtakeyouhomlmhead.'

Ieforehoncouldmeeuothatoumdon.
Arwen shook her head firmily, refusing it straight
away. "That won't be necessary. Thoughlama
bit tired, I will feel better like this® Then she
moved her gaze to Jason, adding, "Besides, Dr.
Clark is already here, and your other friends
must be on their way to the restaurant, it won't
look good if we make a change like this at the
last moment, They might see me as
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inconsiderate.”

Jason chuckled almost immediately, "Oh, belfeve
me, we are not that petty, And even if we were,
nothing would change. Your husband would shut
us down instantly if he thought we were treating
his wife poorly. He wouldn't even show an ounce
of mercy, considering the long years of
friendship we had shared

Arwen was taken aback, surprise evident in her
gaze as she looked up at Aiden, Really? Mer eyes
bllnkedatlﬂmulfwanﬂngtoaskhlmbut»
hesitating, feeling that it might sound childish.

When Aiden felt her questioning gaze, he looked
ather.hutalooklmohereyeundhecouldtell

what was bothering her. Reaching out to remove
a stray strand of hair from her face, he said, "You
are my wife, the most precious one in my life. If
my friends can't treat you well, it only means
they are not worthy of the friendship. Why
would I bother keeping them around

Arwen was speechless, Though she had wanted
it, she never thought he would accept it so
boldly —especially right in front of Jason, 1t was
as if there was nothing to hide. Did he not think
that Dr. Clark might take it as offense? If Glanna
had said something like this, she might not liked
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it as well,

Although she felt her heart Warming up at his
comment, she couldn't hold herself from
glancing over Jason, She wouldn't like it if
because of her, the friendship between the two
becomes strained,

But to her surprise, Jason sat witheut any care,
asifhe dldn'thelrwhlthonhldmaﬁutmw,
Butahewulum.udonhadmdltloudcnoum
for everyone to hear, Does he really not mind it7
Or was he just hiding it?

Alden'aﬂngenpmudtuﬂorhordﬂn,dlﬂﬂ(
herhead,nhtheremnwmdblckltlum.

'Whltmyoutmnklngnom'houbd,nodcm'
the slight pout on her lips,

'l-lowunyounyoomun'ukeﬂnt?kklngu
fine, but we have Dr, Clark sitting here, What if
hedoean'tukelt?Heuyourfmnd.lndyou

-houldn'tupoethlmbynylngmmp like that”

Aiden held her gaze and simply shook his head, |
wasn't joking," he said, and just when Arwen
would have said anything, he added more firmly,
"What I said is what | meant, Moon, I have said
this before, and I would say it again = You are
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my bottom line. No one should cross it. Not even
my friends" 2

Arwen's breath hitched and she felt her heart
race, not just by his words but also by the way
his chestnut brows were drowning into hers —it
was Just adding more flair to the fire.

"But they are your friends." she tried to reason,
despite the flutter in her chest.

"And you are my wife," Aiden sald, just as Jason
chimed in to provide the reassurance that Arwen
might seem to be looking for.

“And for us, our wives would always come first.
lt'sapnctweallhaveagreedupom‘lasonsald,

looking behind through the rearview mirror.
"Alden is right —we won't deserve the friendship
if we couldn't treat our friend's wife well. Our
friendship is important which is why we would
make sure that we treat so well that you will
never have a complaint."

Arwen didn't know how to respond. It was
sweet, but beyond that, it was genuinely
endearing. Nodding, she said, half-jokingly, "So
this is what people mean when they say —birds
of a feather flock together."

Jason chuckled but then nodded. *You could say
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80, but I won't take the eredit, it has WYY bkss)
Alden from whom we learn, You know, he 16 too
§00d at setting priorities, He never bothers
entertaining something that's unnecessmy/

Arwen's oyummmum,mm
slitting nenchalantly even through i pyaisss
Just added more to his charms,

"Rest if you want to; Alden murmured before
reaching to caress her hair softly, "§ will wake
you up when we reach the resteurant’

'Anmmorwmmm:mu
doubtfully,
Wlnnmm«lnmv,mM‘lm

mmnydommdnqnbvdnnup
mumﬂammm,hwm

Mumdupmmnﬂ/mmu
wake up on my own/
ﬂnmymupwm.mm
knew she was at it, "See,
mmmmn:mmmm
Mm,AndcvaMthmtonﬁu,
"llyoumt!ml,youmomwdn rest
completely’

"I can rest after the dinner as well, For that, you
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don'thnvetomnkeevetyonewdt.'-hepouted
slightly, then added, “Promise me, you will wake
me as soon as we reach the restaurant”

Alden looked at her adoringly. Seeing her not

budging, he nodded. Only then did Arwen relax.
Whlﬂ&aq‘ulﬂ.m
umumuwmm
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