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“You don’t have to worry about that,” advised Simon.

As the top attorney in Solana City, he didn’t solely rely on his family’s
influence and connections in the legal profession to reach the apex of his
career.

He was capable and employed a cunning and daring approach to achieving
his goals. He had to resort to

certain means to turn the tables and win the case.
Alyssa insisted on giving Sean some time off despite his pleas.

She made it clear through the decision that she wanted him to set his
intentions right and think carefully

about how he perceived his relationship with her. It wasn’t exactly a vacation
for relaxation.

After Ada Kingsley’s multiple requests, Alyssa, now adorned with Alexa’s
reputation, finally agreed to

meet with her.

The global superstar, Ada Kingsley, put aside her ego before Alyssa and
groveled at the latter.

Alyssa did not intend to give her a hard time.

She might be the famed designer Alexa, but she was also a businesswoman
who knew that ego was

worth nothing compared to sealing business deals for the hotel and upping its
reputation.

Therefore, she agreed to host Ada Kingsley’s wedding.

Upon hearing that, Ada was elated and said she’d pay for the wedding. She
even promised to be the



brand ambassador for products under KS Group without compensation, just to
make it up to Alyssa.

“‘M-Ms. Alyssa, this is ...” Ada looked at the document in shock while Alyssa
calmly sipped her coffee and

replied, “Your wedding event proposal.”

Ada exchanged shocked looks with her manager and exclaimed, “That was
fast!”

The speed at which Alyssa served the new proposal was never heard of.
‘I wasn'’t being fast. | had it prepared a long time ago.”

Alyssa leisurely placed her cup down and explained, “| came up with a plan B
when | first drafted the event proposal, just in case. | didn’t think I'd need it,
but it came in handy.”

Ada pursed her lips, feeling rather upset by the remark.

“The wedding is around the corner. Wouldn't it take a long time to redecorate
the venue? Do we have time for that?” Ada’s manager wondered aloud
worriedly.

‘I remember you like the gothic style, Ada. How about black roses?” Alyssa
suggested with a grin.

“Black roses?” Ada squealed in excitement.

“We decorated the previous venue with ten tons of red roses. We don’t have
time to redecorate everything, but switching to Essagerian black roses would
be easy.”

Ada’s face was glowing. She had liked Alyssa’s first event proposal, but this
second one was her dream

wedding.

Black roses were symbols of mystery, desire, and possession. The symbolism
was unique, cool, and

romantic.



“Black roses? Won't that be a little... ominous?” the manager questioned
feebly. She knew very well that

the decision to go with black roses would break the internet, especially for a
celebrity’s wedding.

She couldn’t help but admire Alyssa’s business acumen

Alyssa cared not only about profits but also understood that increasing the
hotel’s popularity was the key to long-term success. However, that meant Ada
would become Alyssa’s tool to achieve virality.
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Ada chided, “Is this my wedding or yours? Don’t you think it's rather rude to
butt in while I'm talking

business with Ms. Alyssa?”

Ada then glared at her manager and added, “| gave her my full trust when |
picked her. I'll accept all her

suggestions, so | don’t need your opinion.”

After signing the agreement, Alyssa sent her staff to see Ada’s team out.
Next, she relayed the new tasks

to her team before leaving work.

When she stepped out, she immediately spotted Jonah’s Rolls Royce waiting
by the hotel entrance. The

driver courteously opened the car door for her.

“‘Jonah! Are you free today? Why did you come to pick me up? Alyssa
wrapped her arms around Jonah’s



neck.
‘I heard you gave Sean some time off.” He caressed her soft hair.
“Yeah, he’s been really tired lately and needed a break.”

“Is that the only reason?” Jonah squinted, as if he could read her thoughts.
“You are at a time when you need extra help at work. Why send him away?
Did you fight with him?”

She frowned and replied, “Why did your question sound funny? We have
nothing to fight about. We’re not

a couple.”

“You might not feel anything for him, but he’s certainly interested in you.”
“‘Jonah, what's that nonsense?” She glowered at him.

He smiled and added, “We are aware of Sean’s feelings for you.”

“We?”

“Yeah, including Mandy. She brought up the issue with me a few days ago
because she felt too awkward

talking to you about it.”

Alyssa was a little exasperated after learning that everyone knew about
Sean’s one-sided love.

That was rather embarrassing.

“Mandy is worried about how his personal feelings might affect you. You are
with him all day and live

Alyssa’s hand.

Mandy was extra cautious with the men around Alyssa because she saw her
as a daughter, which Alyssa

understood as well.



Mandy was worried that Sean might cross the line and take advantage of
Alyssa when the two were

together.

‘| believe in Sean’s character. He’s not that type of guy. Still, | need to check
in with you because you sent

him on leave out of the blue,” said Jonah with concern.

‘I gave him a chance to reflect on his actions,” Alyssa replied, growing
serious.

She saw no need to hide the truth from Jonah and continued, “l could sense
his feelings for me, so | sent him on vacation to sort out his emotions. It also
serves as a warning. | can’t have him by my side if he can'’t let go of his
feelings.”

Jonah frowned and asked, “Are you going to let him go just like that?”

“It's for his own good.” She sighed in frustration. “I'm not planning to date
anymore, so he has no chance. at all. He’ll only suffer when he works
alongside me with expectations. He would only be disappointed later.

‘I know the pain of unrequited love, and I'm not letting anyone go through the
same thing. Sean is a great guy who deserves better. He shouldn’t waste his
time on me.”

Touched by Alyssa’s words, Jonah trembled and gave her a hug. He was
interrupted by his ringing phone. So he picked up the call with his left hand
while hugging her with another. “What’s the matter?”

“Mr. Jonah, Betty has been acquitted just now! She was seen leaving with
Simon Lynch!”
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After spending three days behind bars, Betty finally regained her freedom.
However, despite Simon’s request for Javier to keep the news under wraps,
Jasper quickly got wind of it.

“‘How did Betty get acquitted? Didn’t you have someone keeping an eye on
Abigail Grant? Did Simon meet with her?” Jasper looked icy as he slammed
his fist against the car window.

“Mr. Beckett, the issue isn’t with Abigail. It's Bryan Hanssen!” Xavier’s eyes
blazed with anger.

He explained, “Our intel revealed that Simon Lynch had a secret meeting with
Bryan Hanssen as Betty's attorney, all arranged by Javier. He probably
spooked Bryan out with some bullshit because that dude

iImmediately took all the blame for Betty.”

“What else could Simon have done? He must have threatened to harm
Bryan’s family! How could an

attorney pull such a dirty trick? How could an attorney resort to such dirty
tactics?”

Jasper’s eyes darkened like the calm before the storm, his fists trembling. He
lamented, “The good name

of Judge Spencer Lynch has been tarnished by his eldest son!”

“If Bryan Hanssen became the scapegoat, what about Abigail ...” Xavier's
sentence was cut short by a

ringing phone.
He picked it up. “What’s the matter?”

Xavier's expression grew serious after the call. He quickly reported to Jasper,
“Something’s happened.

The police have arrested Abigail on the charges of defamation and perjury!”

Jasper saw that coming. While Abigail deserved to face consequences for her
actions, he couldn’t help



but feel a surge of anger at the outcome.

Betty seemed to be reborn when she arrived at Seaview Manor in tears. In
front of Javier and Newton,

she and Sophia embraced each other tightly, showing off their mother-
daughter bond.

Sophia had never been a great actress during her career, but she had a knack
for putting on a

performance when the situation called for it.

“‘Mom, Dad, you must seek justice for me! Alyssa and Zoe framed me!” Betty
seized the opportunity to vilify Alyssa.

She knelt by Newton’s wheelchair and lamented, “Grandpa, Alyssa wants me
gone! She’s a sly, wicked woman! | wouldn’t have been standing in front of
you had it not been for Mr. Lynch’s help!”

Newton felt torn in the face of Betty’s accusations. On one hand, he refused to
believe that Alice was the woman described by Betty; on the other hand, it
was Alice who provided the police with evidence for

Betty’s arrest.

For the second time in Newton’s life, he was stuck between a rock and a hard
place regarding his family.

Two decades earlier, during the Beckett Group’s rapid expansion in Solana
City, Javier and Chester

Beckett had become entangled in bribery and land auction scandals in their
guest to dominate the

market and grow the company swiftly.

In the end, Newton had his younger son, Chester, shoulder all the blame for
Javier. It happened partly

because Newton favored his eldest child and partly because Chester was in
poor health.



Chester received a four-year prison sentence, but to everyone’s shock, he
passed away from a heart

attack just six months into his sentence.

Newton mourned Chester’s death while his wife’s health deteriorated due to
the heartbreak, eventually leading to her passing. (1

“‘Grandpa, | told you Alyssa had ulterior motives! She must have married
Jasper for her own gain!” Betty complained and cried on Newton.

Betty continued, “She was probably nice to you because she wanted
something from you-likely those Beckett Group stocks!”

“‘Dad, she’s right!”
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Meanwhile, Sophia fanned the fires, chiming in to demonize Alyssa, “She
concealed her identity as Winston Taylor's daughter and stuck around to gain
your trust. She even married Jasper.

“Think about it, didn’t that seem like a calculated move? Thank goodness
Jasper didn’t fall for her charms

and divorced her to cut the losses.

“If she had won his heart and your affection, you might have had reason to
worry that she’d gradually take

control of the Beckett Group!”

“Stop it. Alice isn’t what you make her sound,” replied Newton with a wave of
his hand. He looked glum.

‘I know Winston. He might be a player, but he’s a loyal, honorable man. | don’t
believe he’d raise a corrupt



daughter,” stated Newton.
“Dad!”
“‘Grandpa!”

“Besides, the Taylors are on par with us when it comes to influence and
wealth. Why would she give up

her happiness and marry Jasper for some cheap Beckett Group stocks?

“‘Ms. Gardner might resort to something like that, but not Ms. Alyssa. She’s a
proud woman and would

never stoop that low,” Newton continued to defend Alyssa as he favored her
and also because Sophia

seemed intent on causing trouble.

Sophia seethed at Newton’s reply as she held back her urge to kick his
wheelchair.

“‘Dad, no matter what, Ms. Alyssa is being hostile to the Beckett Group,” Javier
stated.

He knew that his daughter had started the conflict, but admitting that he had
raised Betty wrong in front of Newton was tough. 1

He grumbled indignantly, “Sure, the Beckett Group might have internal issues,
but it’s not her place to point fingers at us.

“She has used the influence of Taylor Group against us a few times. Sophia
was a victim last time, and now, Alyssa’s trying to send Betty to jail over
nothing!

“Her heartless, extreme behavior shows that she doesn’t mind a fallout with
the Beckett Group! Have you ever considered that she might have changed
after reuniting with the Taylors? She will choose the interest of Taylor Group
over her relationship with you without hesitation!”

Newton clutched the arm of his wheelchair as he heaved. He instructed, “Ben,
| want to meet Alice. |



need to hear everything in her own words!”

At the same time, Jasper’s Maybach was parked in front of Seaview Manor’s
entrance. Xavier opened the

car door for him.

When Jasper emerged calmly from the car, a black Maserati slowly rolled up
and stopped by the

Maybach. Simon, dressed in a suit, appeared in his view.
Simon commented, “What a coincidence, Mr. Beckett.”

“And why did you take a special trip here at this time? Does Javier need your
help to clean up his mess?” Jasper sneered with a mocking grin.

Simon maintained a patient smile and explained, “As Javier has hired me to
represent Ms. Betty, | am responsible for my client until the end. It's a matter
of professionalism in my line of work.

“Your comments suggest that you may not be very familiar with the legal
profession, but that’s understandable.”

Jasper approached Simon with a piercing gaze and pursed lips, creating
invisible pressure. Frowning, Simon inadvertently took a step back.

The moment he did so, he had lost to Jasper. At the very least, he showed
weakness before the handsome but fear-inducing Jasper.

Jasper began, “The legal profession is a complicated industry. There are
plenty of attorneys who work for justice. Of course, many famous attorneys,
such as you, work for corporate interests and would go to any lengths to
achieve their goals.”

Simon’s smile froze on his face.

Jasper continued, “I don’t have the right to criticize your personal decision.
However, | have a warning for you.”

Jasper’s deep, penetrating eyes were unsettling as he cautioned, “| know
you're cruel and cunning. But never try anything on Alyssa, as she’s someone
important to me. If you dare lay a finger on her, expect retribution from me.”
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With that, Jasper walked away in huge strides, leaving Simon frozen on the
ground in humiliation.

He was born into a family of attorneys. His parents had high hopes for him
from childhood, and he was

the role model of his siblings.

He sailed through life and was considered one of the elite attorneys in Solana
City.

Even the scions in Solana City had to humble themselves to seek his
services. He had never felt so

humiliated after the exchange with Jasper.
Simon thought of something.

Brows furrowed, Simon turned around to glance at Jasper’s proud figure. He
wondered about the relationship between Jasper and Alyssa.

Why would the unfeeling, ascetic Jasper Beckett fly into temper for Alyssa?

Simon himself was an acquaintance of Alyssa. He knew her as a beauty and
the beloved daughter of Winston Taylor. She had higher standards and better
taste than most people. She wouldn’t be interested in just any ordinary man.

There seemed to be only one possible explanation-Jasper Beckett, the
illegitimate son who had overestimated himself, must be in love with Alyssa
Taylor!

So what if he was handsome and strategic? His mother was never recognized
as a legal spouse, even after her death.

Javier Beckett was merely being charitable by offering Jasper the role of
president at the Beckett Group.



“You're still nothing, even with all the titles! How dare you dream of dating
Alyssa Taylor with that lowly background?” Simon’s eyes grew cold as he
followed Jasper into the villa. 3

Everyone was surprised to see Jasper showing up, followed by Simon Lynch.
Javier wasted no time introducing Simon to Newton, showering him with
praise. “Dad, this is Simon Lynch. He’s a talented attorney. Without him, Betty
wouldn’t have been released. He's done some great work.

“That’s why I've decided to hire Mr. Lynch as our company’s Director of Legal
Affairs. What do you think?”

“It's an honor to meet you, Mr. Beckett Senior. I've heard a lot about you,” said
Simon with a courteous

“Simon Lynch... Are you Spencer Lynch’s eldest?” Newton studied the man
before him and asked sternly.

“Indeed, Spencer Lynch is my dad.” Simon couldn’t hide his pride and joy. He
mused, “Are you an old

friend of his?”

Jasper watched their exchange with a grave expression. He disliked Simon
Lynch for his hypocrisy, but

Simon’s dad seemed acquainted with Newton.

Newton responded with an amused expression, “Of course, | knew him. He
was the judge presiding over

the case of my youngest son, Chester. Quite a strict judge, that man. He
handed down a four-year

sentence.”

This revelation shocked everyone, causing Simon’s smile to almost crumble
as the color drained from his

face.



Almost immediately, Javier was exposed to the dark memories of the past. His
expression darkened,

which was not lost on Jasper.

“Well, Mr. Beckett Senior, my dad might have been a capable judge, but he
wasn’t very diplomatic. I'll apologize to you on behalf of his actions,” Simon
hurriedly apologized.

He hadn’t anticipated the situation taking such a negative turn and sensed
that Newton might still hold

some resentment based on the grave look on Newton’s face.

“Interesting,” Newton raised an eyebrow. “What did your father do wrong?
Why are you apologizing for

him?”

113

[-” Simon was taken aback.

“Isn’t it a fundamental requirement for a judge to be fair and firm? Were you
suggesting he was wrong when you apologized?”

“l ... It's a misunderstanding. | didn’t mean that.” Simon was left chuckling
dryly.

‘I have heard about you, to be honest. You are known for only representing
the rich and have dealt with many celebrities and billionaires, remarked
Newton with a snicker. “If you hadn’t mentioned you were

Spencer’s son, | couldn’t have associated you with him. You seemed... quite
different from your father.”
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Anyone could tell that Newton was being sarcastic. He was doubting Simon’s
integrity.

Jasper couldn’t hold back a grin while Javier and Sophia put on sour faces.
“Sir!” Ben hurried over and announced courteously, “Ms. Alyssa is here!”

Jasper’s heart sank, and his eyes faltered. Everyone shot complicated
glances at the door.

Alyssa’s high heels clicked sharply, echoing in Jasper’s heart. She walked
alone into the compound, her

confident and regal air making it seem like her first visit despite her three
years of living there.

Jasper fell into a daze, feeling as though they were still married.

“‘Grandpa, I'm here!” Beaming, she approached Newton with bright eyes. She
did not pause for a second

as she brushed past Jasper, treating him like a stranger.

He felt suffocated as his fingers curled into a fist. His heart skipped a beat and
sank. After the divorce,

every time he crossed paths with her was like torture.

“‘Alyssa ...” Betty glowered at Alyssa, ready to lash out, only to be reined in by
Sophia.

“Oh, isn’t this Simon? What a small world!” Alyssa paused when she passed
Simon and grinned at him.

Simon looked startled, just like the others. Everyone wondered about the
nature of their relationship,

seeing how they were on a first-name basis.

“‘Ms. Alyssa. It's been a while,” replied Simon with a forced smile as he
addressed her politely.



“‘Right? You haven't visited Dad for five years or so. He thought about you
recently,” she remarked, “We’re old family friends. Uncle Spencer always
brought you and Sean to visit us when | was a kid. But we grew distant over
the years.”

Then, she turned her gaze onto Javier's shocked face and stated, “Mr.
Beckett, you probably had no idea about this, but Uncle Spencer and his three
sons have always been very welcome at our home.

“After Uncle Spencer retired, he briefly served as the Director of Legal Affairs
of KS Group, although not many people knew because he kept a low profile.”

Simon struggled to maintain his composure. His cheeks burned in shame.
Alyssa sounded unbothered, but every single one of her remarks was aimed
at him.

He was reluctant to reveal that his family was indebted to the Taylors. Deep
down, he acknowledged that he owed much of his current success to their
financial support.

He had to break free from the Taylors’ influence to build a name for himself
and grow his career.

“I never knew that Mr. Lynch had a close connection to the Taylor Family,”
mused Newton.

“Yes, my dad served as the legal counsel of KS Group for a few years, but it
was all in the past. | have not

been in touch with the Taylors for a long time,” Simon quickly added, anxious
to distance himself from

the Taylor family.

“Simon-My bad, Mr. Lynch.” Alyssa squinted, her smile fading. “I'm sure you
haven’t forgotten the

unfortunate incident that occurred when Uncle Spencer retired. Without my
dad’s help, your family might not have survived that challenge.



“‘My dad was indebted to yours, and your family received help from ours as
well. We never wanted you to repay us, but at the very least, you shouldn’t
join forces with outsiders to give me trouble.”

She put on a cool, mocking grin. “Is burning bridges one of the principles an
attorney swears by?”
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She put on a cool, mocking grin. “Is burning bridges one of the principles an
attorney swears by?”
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After Alyssa’s verbal attacks, Betty hid behind Sophia cowardly without any
thoughts of causing trouble, seeing that Simon had been defeated.

Alyssa went over to Newton and clasped his bony hand with worry, looking
closer to him than Betty ever did. “Grandpa! Why did you call me over at this
hour? Are you feeling unwell?”

“Don’t worry, child. I'm fine.” Newton looked into her bright eyes tenderly and
patted the back of her hand. He reassured her, “I’'m perfectly fine. In the best
of health.”

She let out a long sigh. “That’s good to hear.”

“Alice, it isn’t anything serious. | wanted you here because, firstly, | missed
you, and secondly, | wanted to understand. What happened between you and
Betty? Why did things escalate?” He sounded sincere.

He added, “You and Betty are both dear to me, and | wish to see the two of
you doing well. | get nervous and concerned every time the both of you cause
a stir.”

Despite his choice of words, Alyssa could tell he wanted to speak up for Betty.
She felt a lump in her throat. It seemed that no matter how kindly she treated
him, she would never be treated the same as his

granddaughter.

He’d still have a soft spot for his precious granddaughter, even if she was, in
reality, a deceitful

backstabber.

“Dad, Betty nearly didn’t make it out of the police station alive during those
two days!”

Seizing the opportunity, Sophia embraced Betty tightly.

She sobbed together with her daughter and lamented, “The police took turns
interrogating her in 24 hours, threatening her and scolding her. They didn’t
even allow her to sleep. Look at this poor girl! She’s utterly

drained from that torture!”

Indeed, Betty appeared more exhausted than before, and her tears added to
her miserable look.



Newton had doted on Betty since she was a child. She might not be as
talented as Alyssa, nor did she please him the way Alyssa had. Besides, Betty
rarely visited him after gaining her independence in

adulthood.

Despite all that, Betty was his granddaughter. At his age, he only wanted to
enjoy family time.

Jasper felt a pang of unease when he noticed the tears in Alyssa’s eyes,
seeing her confidence waver. It

was clear she felt hurt by what Newton had said to her.
1/2

It reminded him of how she had been treated as an outsider during their three
years of marriage. Not only

did he not feel bad for her, he secretly wished that she’d give up and suggest
a divorce.

The look on Alyssa was a reenactment of her life in the past. Jasper couldn’t
afford to mistreat her any

longer.

With that in mind, he went up to Newton with rage in his eyes. To everyone’s
shock, he casually wrapped

an arm around her shoulders and drew her closer, making her appear like his
woman. They looked like

they had never been divorced.
She glared at him, freezing in place. “Jasper-"

Refusing to let her go, he tightened his grip on her rounded shoulder.
“Grandpa, instead of asking her what

happened, you should ask about what Betty had done.”
About Can’t Win Me Back - Chapter 489
Alyssa felt the warmth from Jasper’s hand against her skin.

She kept her complaints to herself, deeming Jasper a “crazy piece of
garbage.” She couldn’t fathom his actions and wished he would withdraw his
dirty hands.



Sensing her urge to free herself, he gripped her tighter, almost crushing her
body. Everyone was surprised

by the intimate display between the ex-couple.

Only Newton looked pleasantly surprised and glad, his earlier moodiness
giving way to joy.

Was Alice back together with Jasper? She looked reluctant, though.

He didn’t care how Jasper went around it. He was just glad that Jasper finally
got it straight. The progress

In his romantic relationship was worth celebrating.

Alyssa couldn’t stand Jasper’s advances anymore. When no one was looking,
she slowly raised her foot

and stomped on his toes with her high heels.

“Ugh-" Jasper grimaced, letting out a muffled groan audible only to her. She
couldn’t help but grin wickedly as she continued to press her heel down on his
foot.

Alyssa privately expressed a sigh of relief and thought that it had been
cathartic.

Jasper was left trembling in the stabbing pain that almost killed him.

Gritting his teeth, he cast his glance on Alyssa, who was gloating at him. His
frown vanished when he

noticed the happiness in her eyes.

He wondered if she felt happy bullying him. If so, he wouldn’t mind letting her
get her way.

“‘Grandpal! I've been framed!” 1

Betty was anxious that Jasper and Alyssa might accuse her in front of
Newton, so she swiftly involved

Simon to clear her name.

“Mr. Lynch wouldn’t have secured my release if | were guilty! The police aren’t
dumb. The real suspect will leave behind evidence. | was framed by this
wicked woman, Alyssa Taylor, right from the start!”

“Mr. Beckett Senior, the police follow a standard operating procedure,” Simon
defended Betty. “As Ms. Betty’s attorney, the best | could do was to protect
her rights. | have no power to absolve her of any



crimes.”

Then, he turned to Alyssa with an accusatory look and remarked, “Ms. Alyssa,
| do not understand your
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Considering Mr. Taylor’s good reputation, | expected more from his daughter.”

She squinted at Simon and snorted. The absurdity of Simon Lynch and his
caustic remarks was beyond

belief.

Simon seemed to have forgotten Spencer Lynch’s humbled behavior when
the latter brought his sons to greet Winston and ask for help.

Simon had essentially accused Alyssa of playing dirty in Betty’s case.

Jasper suddenly let out a cold, humorless laugh, a sound that sent shivers
down Alyssa’s spine.

He began, “We’re too nice to you, making you think too highly of yourself.”

Jasper then shot a piercing gaze in Simon’s direction and hissed, “Have you
forgotten what | said to you before we came in? Is there something wrong in
your head? You forgot about it in a blink of an eye.”

Alyssa’s eyes flickered with confusion. Had Jasper met with Simon before
this? What had happened during their conversation?

Sophia and Betty were taken aback, stepping back to distance themselves
from Jasper’s hostility.

Meanwhile, Simon’s carefully crafted smile began to crumble. His face
contorted with fear and rage.

“Jasper, how could you speak to Mr. Lynch in that manner? He’s our guest!”
Javier chided his son. He had plans to appoint Simon to a key role and make
Simon serve him. Jasper’s actions were now jeopardizing

those plans.

“‘He’s your guest, not mine,” Jasper retorted, his icy gaze sweeping past
Javier’s flushed face before settling once more on Alyssa’s enchanting eyes.

His look suddenly softened, as though the entire world had disappeared,
leaving only her in his gaze.

“l told you that | will not go easy on anyone who caused trouble for Ms.
Alyssa,” Jasper reiterated.



Alyssa inhaled sharply, trembling in her place. She couldn’t tear her eyes
away from his.

Simon swallowed hard, his fists clenched.
Jasper issued a warning, “Mr. Lynch, take my words seriously this time.”
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Every time Alyssa showed up, the Beckett family would fall into chaos and
leave on a bad note.

Alyssa had no mood nor reason to explain herself to Newton, for the truth was
on her side.

Besides, she had learned about Simon’s character from Winston and Mandy.
If he had managed to secure

Betty’s release, it indicated that he had tied up any loose ends.

Even though Alyssa was aware that Simon had coerced Bryan Hanssen into
becoming the scapegoat, she

could not get the police to reopen the case for the time being.
Simon might appear courteous, but he was equally cunning.

Meanwhile, Newton did not want to put Alyssa on the spot because he had
faith in her character. He had

witnessed her sincerity, and if he were to lose trust in Alice, there would be no
one else he could rely on.

Alyssa wheeled Newton back to his bedroom, with Jasper annoyingly tagging
along the entire time.

However, Newton seemed content that night, a satisfied smile gracing his face
when he saw Alyssa and

Jasper at his side. Grinning from ear to ear, he looked energized and
rejuvenated.

Love didn’t only make lovers glow; even their supporters radiated happiness.

“Grandpa, I'm sorry for not visiting you. | have been busy lately. You must be
angry at me, aren’t you?”

Alyssa looked guilty.

“Silly child, what are you talking about? I'm just grateful you're even thinking of
me,” Newton replied.



He clasped her warm hand and shot Jasper a knowing look. “You know, you
should enjoy your youth and

meet some nice young men.

“I've heard you’re close to Landon Harper, Jameson Schmidt, and that bunch.
Are there any prospects

catching your eye? You can always introduce your date to me. I'll help you vet
him!”

Jasper felt like he was punched in the chest. He quietly grumbled about
Newton’s matchmaking efforts

for Alyssa, even though the old man was bound to a wheelchair.

He was concerned that Newton/might inadvertently introduce her to a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.

His eyes were bulging with anger as he panted anxiously. On the other hand,
Alyssa was surprised.

“Grandpa, how did you learn about Landon and Jameson?”

“Ah, | manage to stay well-informed without ever leaving this house,” gloated
Newton.
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“Mm. Jameson and | are childhood friends.”
“Childhood friends?” Newton’s heart leaped into his throat.

“Haha, | guess we are like siblings. When we were younger, he was a bit of a
weakling, and | was the one always protecting him.”

She lifted her chin and placed her hands on her hips, grinning animatedly.
She appeared no different from the bright and lively ten-year-old she once
was.

As Jasper stared deep into her eyes, a sudden wave of dizziness and a
throbbing headache overcame

him.

Worried that Alyssa and Newton might notice, he quickly turned away.
Pressing his temples, he was

sweating profusely from the pain.



Her smile overlapped with the blurry and childlike face of the girl deep in his
memory.

He had a nagging feeling that he had met Alyssa long ago, but he struggled to
conjure that memory.

“Is that so? | never knew you were close with Jameson Schmidt,” Newton
responded.

Newton had never been one to indulge in relationship gossip, but this piece of
information piqued his

interest as it concerned the future of Alyssa and Jasper.

“He lost contact with me after he settled in Kontina with his mom. It wasn’t
until recently that we

reconnected,” Alyssa confessed openly to Newton, for there was nothing
between her and Jameson.

“Oh, | heard he donated a priceless necklace to your charity auction to
support your cause,” Newton,

prodded further.

She brushed that off with a smile. “He probably helped me out to thank me for
standing up for him when

we were younger.”
H
“Looks like Victor’'s son is a considerate young man,” Newton remarked.

Then, he shot a disdainful look at Jasper, feeling the heat rising in him. “Well,
he’s certainly more

agreeable than my cold, inflexible grandson!”

Newton’s intention was not to speak up for outsiders. He merely wanted to
provoke Jasper as a way to

motivate his grandson.

“Grandpa, don’t complain about him because of our divorce. | told you clearly
that we divorced on good

terms. | don’t have any grudges against him,” Alyssa assured Newton.

Her unemotional eyes hurt Jasper. She explained, “Jasper isn’t quite as you
described. He is appreciative,



caring, and affectionate.”

Jasper felt a sharp pang in his chest, His emotions catching in his throat as he
quivered.

He had indeed been appreciative and caring, yet he had given his heart to the
wrong woman. Only after

crashing headfirst into a wall did he realize how foolish he had been.
Was he not as good as Jameson Schidmt in Alyssa’s eyes?

Maybe.
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