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Landon held Lauren’s hand as he steadily walked forward. He smiled, feeling
the sweat on her palm from

how nervous she was

“L-Landon, why aren’t we going to the parking lot?” Lauren asked worriedly
when they reached the hotel

lobby.

“The underground parking lottakes too long to drive through. My car is parked
right outside.”

“But.. but the reporters are outside. Lauren suddenly stopped in her tracks,
growing rigid with fear.

“I-If we go out right now, the reporters are going to write nonsense.”

“‘Nonsense? What kind of nonsense?” Landon took off his coat and draped it
around Lauren’s shoulders,

then buttoned it up for her.
He was such a caring boyfriend!

“If this nonsense they write just so happens to be what | genuinely feel, then it
wouldn’t be nonsense at all,

Landon said.

“‘Um... you know... they’re going to say we we’re in that kind of relationship...’
Lauren mumbled, her face flushed red. Her voice had grown softer the more
she spoke, tickling Landon’s heart like a gentle

feather.

Landon swallowed tensely, passion igniting in his eyes. He gently placed a
hand on Lauren’s back,



caressing her. “That would be wonderful.”
Lauren gazed up at him in shock.

“You’re my woman, Lauren. Only mine. Do you know what that means?”
Landon asked, his gaze darkening.

slightly as his fingers traced her back.

He enjoyed stroking the nape of her neck, feeling her soft hair and skin. All of
it tempted Landon like no

other.
Lauren shook her head innocently.

“It means that I'm only going to be with you, no matter what anyone else
says.”

“Only you and no one else,” he thought.

Lauren’s breathing caught in her chest as she caught sight of the raw passion
in Landon’s eyes. She really

adored being together with Landon. But
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Landon gently tugged at her when she stopped moving. “What is it, Lauren?”
es were wet

“Can we just go through the back door, Landon?” Lauren asked, nearly
begging him. Her eyes with anxious tears. “I'm worried that they’ll make fun of
you!”

“Lauren?” Landon asked, confused.

“‘Please! We we can be together someplace where no one will see us!” Lauren
begged, hands pressed.



together.
I

‘I don’t care if they make fun of me, but | don’t want them to do the same to
you! Everyone who'’s ever been around me since | was a kid has always been
laughed at... | won't let that happen!”

Landon’s eyes widened. A great weight seemed to have settled in his heart.
As he gazed at her pale, worried face, pain began radiating through his chest
In waves.

All of a sudden, hatred boiled within him.

He hated everyone who had pushed Lauren around before and hated himself
for not having come to her

side earlier in life. That way, he could have protected her earlier.

“‘Ah! Let me ... let me down!” Lauren cried, her vision shifting suddenly as
Landon lifted her up in his arms.

“‘No.” Landon’s gaze was sharp and steady as he marched out the front
entrance. He gritted out, “I want to see just who dares make fun of my woman.
I’ll make sure they live to regret it!”

Many of the reporters were still outside the entrance. When they saw Landon
walk out with Lauren in his arms, they immediately swarmed him.

“Who are you carrying. Mr. Harper? Is it your new girlfriend? We've never
seen her before!”

“‘Jeez, do you not have eyes? Can’t you see this is the Beckett family’s
youngest daughter, Lauren Beckett?
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“Fuck me! Seriously? I've heard of the Beckett family daughter who never
shows herself. So this is her? Wow, she’s even prettier than | imagined!”

“That sister of hers, Betty, is always flaunting herself around like she’s some
great beauty. But now we

know her sister is far more beautiful than her!”
“Tsk.... Mr. Harper’s taste in women really is fine!”

Seeing how chaotic the situation was becoming, Angelina swiftly sent two
bodyguards to help create a

path for Landon amidst the crowd.

As the camera lights flashed in their faces, Lauren shyly buried her face in
Landon’s shirt.

“‘Don’t worry. I'm right here,” Landon murmured in her ear.
“Okay.”

That simple response made happiness bloom in Landon’s chest.
“Is Ms. Lauren your new girlfriend, Mr. Harper?”

“Mr. Harper, are you two officially dating?”

Excited, the reporters tossed out one question after the other.

All of Solana City knew just how much of a playboy Landon was. However, he
had never shown himself in public with any of the other women. Lauren was a
first, implying just how significant she was to him.

Landon stopped in his tracks and turned to face the cameras, holding Lauren
closer. “That depends on what Ms. Lauren thinks. She can say no, but
regardless, I've chosen to be with her.”

His words left the crowd stunned.



Landon was reputed to insist on his ways and demands, never caring what
other people said before deciding he wanted something.

Yet this time he was treating Lauren with a level of respect he had never given
before, setting himself at a

weaker level instead.
It was clear as day just how much he doted on Lauren.
The instant those words left his mouth, the crowd went wild.

Angelina ended up using more effort than usual to get Landon and Lauren
back safely into the car. It
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“‘Mr. Harper,” Angelina said after some hesitation. “I'll take care of the news
that will break out online later

as fastas | can.”

“Why? Have | done something shameful?” Landon quipped, his gaze
darkening.

“No, of course not.”

“Do you think | would care about what those lifeless, cruel, social justice-
spouting idiots say online? Am | wrong for wanting to be with the woman |
like?”

No. Not in the least bit!
Angelina didn’t dare respond to that. She quickly turned back to the wheel.

Lauren was shivering lightly. Her gaze was filled with confusion when she met
Landon’s eyes.

“Landon, [-”



“‘Don’t say a word, Lauren. | made this choice myself. It has nothing to do with
you.” Landon tenderly

brushed her sweat-drenched hair behind her ear.

His eyes suddenly darkened, noticing the red mark on her cheek. “What
happened to your cheek, Lauren?

Who did this to you?”

“It's no biggie... | cut myself is all.” Lauren tried hiding it with her hair, but
Landon grabbed her wrist,

stopping her.
Anger burned in his eyes as he grunted out, “Did Betty do this?”
Lauren could only bite her lip and stay quiet.

That was it. Landon was going to get back at that vile bitch, Betty, if it was the
last thing he did!

“Please... don’t do that anymore, Landon. | don’t want to cause you trouble...”
Lauren said, worried sick.

Landon smiled bitterly, holding her hand and leaning down to kiss her
forehead. “You don’t cause me any

trouble at all, not a single bit. Everything | do is of my own free will.”

He would do this because he wanted her to be his woman and stay by his
side!
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KS World Hotel was brimming with activity in comparison to Berenike Hotel
Luxury cars filled the streets. outside, and their owners were all well known
members of elite society. Many were dressed exceptionally well, bejeweled,
and dazzling in their own way.

Though Winston had agreed to Lyla’s request to make this celebration as low
key as possible, who could maintain a low profile in the Taylor family?

They held a formidable position in society and were already planning on
developing further in Solana City,

so it was only natural for their quests to show respect by turning up.
Plus, Winston was father to the latest star on the rise-Alyssa Taylor!

In order not to steal Lyla’s spotlight, Colene and Mandy remained upstairs,
where they tended to their close friends instead of joining the party. Rather
than feeling left out, they were glad to have such a

relaxed time to themselves.

Meanwhile, Tatiana was helping Alyssa tend to the guests since it was her
mother’s birthday after all.

Tatiana was dressed in a yellow gown that Alyssa had picked out for her. Its
hemline shimmered around

her feet, making her look as magical and dreamy as a fairytale princess

She was grateful that Alyssa had taken the effort to dress her up. However,
she still thought Alyssa was

far more dazzling in her black gown with its long train.
Tatiana’s sneaky glances at her sister soon turned into outright gawking.

“Taty? Is there something on my face? Alyssa asked, seeing how dazed her
sister was.

“Oh no, no.” Tatiana blushed.

“Are you tired? There’s still some time until the celebration starts. Why don’t |
arrange a room for you.



upstairs so you can rest?” Alyssa offered.
“No, it's okay, I'm not tired. Tatiana quickly shook her head.

Sean suddenly ran inside, sweat staining his forehead. “Ms. Alyssa, the
Schmidts are here!”

Tatiana hurriedly took out a handkerchief from her purse. She held it tightly,
afraid of actually giving it to

Sean.
“Look at how much you’re sweating.” Alyssa said with her lips pursed.

She gently pushed Tatiana forward. “You have a handkerchief, right, Taty?
Can you help Sean out?”

Both Sona Tatiana were stunned by her suggestion. Their faces quickly
flushed red.

Taba gerly went up to Sean, about to dals his forehead dry, when Sean swiftly
snatched the bakerchief away to wipe it himself. His heart was pounding in his
chest.

ank you Ms. Tatiana, but | can do this myself.”
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Youle welcome.” Tatiana murmured, gnawing at her lip as disappointment
welled in her chest.

T get you a new handkerchief to replace this one.” Sean winced, folding the
cloth away.

No need You can have it.” Tatiana smiled lightly.

Assa watched on silently, though she could tell something was up. Why was
Sean, who was usually steadfast and helped her take care of everything,
suddenly acting so meek in front of Tatiana?

Just then, the Schmidt family walked in.



The Schmidts had four children in total, Only Lucille Schmidt was overseas
right now and hence unable attend. Although the three sons had said they
would attend, Jameson was nowhere to be found among

his brothers
Josh was there with his wife, Clarissa Sparks, while David followed behind.

The moment Alyssa saw Josh, an imperceptibly grim look appeared in her
eyes.

Long time, no see, Lyse,” David called fondly, entirely unlike his usual proud
self.

Alyssa’s smile was light. “I don’t think it's been too long. We did meet the last
time in Belbanks. But it's been a long time since you've met my sister,
Tatiana.”

She could understand why David was so enthusiastic around her. After all,
who wouldn’t want a womant

as capable as her?

But Alyssa couldn’t tolerate how he had just ignored Tatiana, who was no
different from her in terms of

background
David blinked, stunned for a moment. He really hadn’t recognized Tatiana.
“Hi there, Mr. David,” Tatiana said gently, not minding his attitude at all.

Josh'’s expression was neutral as he glanced at Tatiana and Sean. He smiled
lightly, saying, “Your mind is

too one-tracked, David.

“‘How could you forget about everyone else the moment you see Ms. Alyssa?
Hurry up and show Ms.

Tatiana the respect she deserves.”
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“‘My bad. | apologize, Ms. Tatiana!” David said, nodding respectfully at
Tatiana.

Tatiana smiled back, feeling embarrassed.
“This way, please. Sean, please lead the way for them,” Alyssa called.
“Yes, Ms. Alyssa.”

After escorting the Schmidts, Sean returned to Alyssa’s side. He murmured, “I
would like to speak to you in private, Ms. Alyssa’

The two went to a quiet corner in the hallway.

“Mr. Josh’s mistress, the one who pushed Ms. Tatiana around the other night,
Is here! She even has an

invitation with her! Sean said hurriedly.
“Should | have someone kick her out?”

“Kick her out? Why go to the trouble? She has an invitation, after all. We can’t
afford to kick out a guest we

invited.” Alyssa leaned against the wall, her arms around her chest.

‘I don’t understand how she got the invitation. | personally checked all the
invites we sent out to make sure all of our guests had received a copy. How
could she have gotten one?” Sean asked.

“That’s because | gave it to her.”
“What... what did you say?” Sean asked, his breath catching in his throat.
‘| said, | gave Brie that invite.” Alyssa smirked cunningly

“There’s no better opportunity to get revenge for my sister than right here and
right now.”
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Sean was stunned. Alyssa’s actions always seemed to catch him by surprise.

“But both Josh and his wife, Clarissa, are here tonight. Won't Brie cause a
scene? It's Madam Lyla’s birthday after all. Wouldn’t it be better to end the
night on a positive note?” Sean asked, concerned.

not going to let her past the front door and let her become a pain in
everyone’s ass.”

“That’s why I'm n
‘Do you mean?”

Alyssa narrowed her eyes, a dangerous glint in them. “Don’t you worry. I'll be
sure she’s taken care o

before the celebration officially starts.”
of

Meanwhile, Tatiana had gone to the restroom. After she finished powdering
her nose, she hurried back

outside.

“You stupid beasts! What are you stopping me for? Can’t you see | have an
invitation?”

The familiar yet irritating voice made Tatiana stop in her tracks. Her heart
sank briefly as she turned to

look at its source.

Tatiana spotted two security guards holding Brie back not far away while she
yelled at the top of her

lungs, flinging the invitation around in her hand like she was some mad hag.



Brie had really gone all out tonight. Her makeup was exceptionally striking,
and she was wearing an

extremely revealing dress. One look at her, and anyone would think that she
was attending a wedding.

while others might think she was some harlot.

But what was Brie doing here?

She even had an invite! Had Josh gotten her in?

Those thoughts ran through Tatiana’s mind as her heart pounded in her chest.

“Get out of my way! Do you have any idea who you're messing with? If you
don’t let me in right now, I’ll

make your life hell!’

Brie struggled with all her might against the guards’ grips, but they were so
strong that it felt like her

bones might snap.
“What’s going on here?” Just then, Sean walked over, his expression flat.
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“Mr. Lynch, this woman is trying to sneak into the premises with a fake
invitation. We managed to stop her in time, but she won'’t leave, no matter
how hard we try,” one of the guards reported.

Sean raised an eyebrow. “Oh?”

“It... It's you! The one in the Porsche!” Brie recognized Sean as the man who
had come to Tatiana’s

defense the other night.

She v



yelled at him, “So you work in this hotel, huh? Are you the manager here? Ah,
it doesn’t matter. Just tell these guards to keep their filthy hands off of me and
let me inside!”

But Sean behaved as if they had never met, only saying coldly, “If your
invitation is fake, then please leave

right away.”

‘Fake? What bullshit are you talking about? | got my invite directly from one of
your hotel’s staffl How could it be fake?” Brie roared, tossing the invitation
right in Sean’s face.

“Open those good-for-nothing eyes of yours and see for yourself!”
The card hit Sean’s face, leaving a thin papercut.
He remained unperturbed, only raising a hand to touch the wound.

*Sean!” Tatiana finally ran over to his side, unable to bear seeing the man she
loved get hurt.

“Oh, you're here too, you little bitch? Brie was surprised, but it was quickly
replaced by disdain.

“What a fine pair you two make.”

As Brie spoke, she eyed the dress Tatiana was wearing. Wasn'’t that dress
part of a spring collection due next year that had been revealed during Bastian
Fashion Week?
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How disgusting!

“Who are you calling a bitch? Show some respect!” Sean couldn’t hold his
anger back anymore as he cracked his knuckles menacingly.

“You'd best not trust her too much, kid. She might look innocent, but she’s
secretly very experienced in

bed,” Brie said with a toss of her hair, staring right at Tatiana.

“Her scandals have long spread throughout our campus. Everyone in Solana
Film Academy knows what a

slut she is in. Only an outsider like you would be fooled without your
knowledge.”

Sean was

so angry that his shoulders were shaking. Alyssa had made him promise to
control himself. At

the same time, he understood he had to let Brie lose composure first before
getting rid of her.

But he still found it incredibly difficult to hold back right now.

“We can talk about your grievances outside, Brie. Don’t start a scene in here!”
Tatiana stood before Sean,

worried that things might escalate

“Who would want to talk to you? | have a celebration to attend, and you are
not worth my time! Now let go

of me!” Brie screamed.

Tatiana’s lips pressed into an angry line as she resisted the urge to give Brie a
tight slap.

“What’s with all the noise?” A cold yet melodious voice rang out all of a
sudden.

Brie quickly turned to look at who it was.



Alyssa was walking toward them, accompanied by two bodyguards. Brie's
heart dropped at the sight, and

she instantly grew silent.
This

....this was the renowned Alyssa Taylor? KS World Hotel's CEO and world-
famous jewelry designer,

Alexa?

She was so stunningly beautiful, like she was some mythical goddess come to
life!

“‘Ms. Alyssa,” Sean and the other guards greeted respectfully.

Tatiana lowered her head silently, feeling guilty for having troubled her sister.
Like Lyla, Tatiana was most

afraid of causing her family trouble. The feeling was worse than death.
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Alyssa walked over to them solemnly. She didn’t so much as glance at Brie as
she asked Sean, “What’s going on? This isn't some mall hosting Black Friday,
so what’s with all the screaming and yelling?”

“This woman was trying to enter the venue with a fake invitation. We’re not
sure what her motives are.

She might pose a threat to everyone inside.”

Sean had a look of utmost seriousness on his face as he suggested, “Why
don’t we hand her over to the

police and let them handle it?”
“Police?” Brie immediately grew frantic at the suggestion.

“There’s no need for them at all! | have an invitation right here. Your men were
the ones who tried to stop



me in the first place! Can’t | try to stand my ground? Is this how you rich folk
treat us commoners? I'm

going to record this and post it online!”
Brie then tried to take her phone out.

Just then, Alyssa took the invite Brie had tossed at Sean earlier and glanced
at it.

With a sneer, she said, “But my secretary was right. This is a fake invitation.”
“W-What?” Brie was stunned.
So was Tatiana, whose eyes widened as they focused on her sister.

Alyssa waved the invitation in the air. “Every invitation is sealed with KS
Group’s company seal and contains my handwritten signature. Your copy
doesn’t appear to have either of these, which can only

mean that it's fake.
“At the very least, | didn’t issue this.”
Cold sweat dripped down Brie’s back. She was left speechless.

Brie had known that someone like her wasn't fit to attend an event hosted by
the Taylor family. But she

had still received the invitation.

She had initially thought that Josh had arranged this for her and had dressed
up accordingly just to

surprise him.
Who knew she would end up embarrassing herself like this?
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But then, what was up with this invite?

“Forgery is indeed concerning. We'll do as you suggested, Sean, and send
her to the police station,”

Alyssa instructed.
“Yes, Ms. Alyssa.” Sean nodded,
He turned to the guards and instructed, “Take her away!”

“Why? | didn’t commit any crime!” Brie cried, her face turning an ugly shade of
red. She then pointed to

Tatiana.

“If you want to take me away, then she should be coming with me! She
shouldn’t be here in the first place,

given her status!”

Tatiana was about to retort when Alyssa beat her to it, asking slowly, “Oh?
What do you mean by that?

Why can’t she be here?”

“She’s my classmate! | know her better than anyone else here!” Brie had
always been someone who

tossed others under the bus, even when she was in trouble.

“She would never get an invitation for this event tonight! Your secretary must
have snuck her in! | can

leave, but she has to too!”

“Taty, is this woman really your classmate?” Alyssa asked softly, going to
Tatiana’s side and gently

holding her shoulder.



Brie’s gaped in shock.
What was going on? Why were Alyssa Taylor and Tatiana so close?

“Yes, Lyse.” Tatiana knew it was futile to hide her identity any longer. Her
head lowered in guilt. “I'm so

sorry for causing you all this trouble. It's all my fault.”

“Silly girl, I don’t find this troublesome in the least bit. In fact, | would be
worried if you didn’t ask for help.

What would a sister like me be good for otherwise?” Alyssa gently pinched
Tatiana’s cheek.

Feeling numb as she stared at Alyssa and Tatiana, Brie asked, “Is Tatiana...
your sister? For real?”

Alyssa hugged Tatiana, sneering, “Of course she is. Why do you think her last
name is Taylor?”

A low buzzing sound filled Brie’s mind.

Her legs wobbled weakly beneath her. The next thing she knew, she had
crumpled onto the floor.

Tatiana... was from the Taylor family?
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This woman, who had been subjected to bullying and harassment at Solana
Film Academy... was

Winston Taylor’s daughter?

“Tonight’s birthday celebration is meant for my father’s third wife, Lyla. Lyla
happens to be Tatiana’s

mother, so in a way, this entire night is meant for both Tatiana and her
mother. The same goes for all of

our guests.



“Yet you barged in here with your fake invitation, insulted my secretary when
we stopped you, and

humiliated my sister in the process.

“‘Based on those actions alone, Ms. Caldwell, | have sufficient grounds to sue
you for defamation.”

Alyssa’s tone was icy as she gazed at Brie, her eyes boiling with dark fury.
Her words struck Brie like lightning.

‘Lyse...” Tatiana’s words caught in her throat as she gazed tearfully at Alyssa.
Brie’s face was flushed red. It felt like Alyssa had slapped her with her words.

“Take her away. Now!” Sean ordered coldly, no longer wanting to waste his
time with Brie.

“‘Mr. Josh was the one who gave me this invitation, Ms. Alyssa! | didn’t know it
was fake!” Brie had no

choice but to use this card at the very last second to defend herself.
“Mr. Josh is here tonight too. You can ask him yourself to verify what | said!”
Both Tatiana and Sean looked at Alyssa at the same time.

Alyssa was smiling like the cat who had caught the canary. She secretly
snapped her fingers.

Finally! She had waited all night for Brie to toss Josh under the bus!
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In the hall, Josh and Clarissa were having a lively conversation with Jonah.



Josh had not only taken over several substantial holding companies under
Schmidt Group but was also expected to take over the company one day.
Jonah, on the other hand, being Winston’s eldest and all,

would likely take over KS Group one day as well.

Hence, Josh didn’t mind spending some time building a connection with
Jonah, even though he held no

respect for the polyamorous relationship Winston Taylor had.

‘I heard KS Group intends to develop in Solana City, Mr. Jonah. You've made
quite some progress lately.”

Josh had on his winning smile.

“I'm sure we’ll be seeing one another in the business world soon. We’re on the
same level, and our parents

are good friends. | do hope that friendship extends to our generation and
beyond.”

Jonah smiled lightly and made a toast to him.
“If you

u ever have any big projects in Solana City, Mr. Jonah, you know where to
find us. I'm sure if we worked together, we would be an unstoppable force, not
just in Solana City but even in the country itself,”

Josh said before taking a sip of his drink. His strong ambition was plain to see.

“You’re mostly correct. Nonetheless, I'm afraid that | won’t be in my position
for long. I'll soon be taking a

step back Jonah’s expression was calm as he drank his wine.
This made Josh and Clarissa share a look of confusion. “What do you mean?”

“As you all know, it wasn’t my intention to take over this position in the first
place. I'm only doing this for my father’s sake and to give my siblings a
chance to fulfill their dreams and goals instead of being burdened by other
responsibilities,” Jonah explained



He couldn’t help but smile fondly upon recalling Alyssa. “Now that Alyssa is
back and enthusiastic about managing our family business, I'll be handing
over the mantle to her once the time is right.”

Josh’s expression was an incredulous one. “Do you mean... that Mr. Taylor
means to make Ms. Alyssa

the CEO of KS Group?”

“Yes.” Jonah nodded. It wasn’t some secret, after all. Alyssa was bound to
take over the family business

one day. There was no one more suitable in their family.

“‘But she’s so young and inexperienced. Shouldn’t she be enjoying her youth?
What about marriage and

having a family of her own?” Clarissa asked gently.

“Plus, I’'m sure you have several other siblings, all competent and capable
enough to take over the family

business. Should it really be passed on to Ms. Alyssa’s hands? Wouldn’t she
be under such unnecessary

pressure?”

‘I understand your concerns, Madam Clarissa, but Lyse is no ordinary woman,
Marriage and raising

children don’t go with her principles at all. She might end up abandoning us
once again, only returning

when I'm in my 70s,” Jonah joked.

“I would rather she stay by my side and be CEO than have her leave. We've
doted on her since she was a

child. As long as she wants something, I'll be sure to give it to her if she asks.”

Clarissa was touched by his statement



The Schmidt family was already chaotic, even though there were only four
children, with three being born

to the same mother. Yet Winston’s family, with his three wives and countless
children, were so selflessly

offering their family business without argument?
It was incredibly hard to believe!
Though Josh commended Jonah'’s actions, he secretly scoffed at them.

Jonah really was foolish to be doting on his sister so blindly and giving his
bright future up in the process.

He would surely live to regret it!

“‘Mr. Josh!” Just then, Josh’s secretary, Morgan Styles, hurried over. The
moment Morgan saw Clarissa,

however, he swallowed his words back down.

“‘Please excuse me for a moment,” Josh said with a polite smile.
Jonah nodded. “Go ahead.”

The moment Josh left, Clarissa’s expression turned gloomy.

“What did you say?” Josh asked after hearing what Morgan had to say, and
his brows furrowed.

“‘Ms. Caldwell is here, but she was barred outside the premises by the Taylor
family’s bodyguards. She

insists on seeing you right now. Some of the guests have noticed her too!”
Morgan reported in a hushed tone.

“She isn'’t fit to be present at such an event. Kick her out.”
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“Mr. Josh, | also heard that Ms. Alyssa had found Ms. Caldwell insulting Ms.
Tatiana,” Morgan said

worriedly

“I don’t think Ms. Alyssa plans to let this go lightly, sir. Things might escalate if
you don’t show up right

MOU
Josh'’s expression was dark as he tugged at his tie. “Alright then.”

Alyssa had wanted to deliver Brie to justice, but after Tatiana’s persistent
pleas not to make a bigger

scene and take care of it in private instead, Alyssa had decided to do just that.

They were in one of the empty halls right now, with two burly bodyguards
flanking Brie. Under pressure,

Brie’s obnoxious demeanor from earlier had disappeared entirely.

Alyssa was lounging on the couch with Tatiana, her legs folded together.
Beside them, Sean stood with a

fruit plate in hand.

Appearing relaxed, Alyssa slowly fed a piece of cantaloupe to Tationa. She
asked, “Sean told me that this

woman had insulted you before? And that she had made some terrible
insinuations, too.”

Brie began quivering, frightened. She felt cold as ice right now.
Alyssa’s bearing was so imposing that Brie felt nothing but suffocating terror!

“That’s between me and Brie, Lyse. | can handle it myself,” Tatiana said after
taking a deep breath.



It was an insult to Alyssa for her to even be seeing Brie right now. Tatiana
really didn’t want her to be

further involved in this situation.
“You’re such a darling sister, Tatiana. | know you just don’t want me to worry.”

Alyssa lovingly caressed Tatiana’s hair, saying gently, “I'm really glad you're
so considerate about me, Taty.

“‘But don’t feel bad just because I'm helping you deal with this woman. | want
you to treat it as a lesson from me so you know what to do to those who
disrespect you from now on.”

Brie began quaking even harder. She had no choice but to wait for Josh to
rescue her now!

Finally, the doors opened. Josh walked in with Morgan trailing behind him.
Sean’s gaze darkened, recalling how Josh had humiliated him the other night.

“Sir!” Brie cried, her tears messing up her makeup. “Please save me, Mr.
Josh! | was framed!”

Josh’s expression grew rigid.

He had never been loyal to Clarissa when it came to his private affairs. He
had met Brie when she had appeared at one of his clubs two months ago, and
it was during that time that they had hooked up.

To Josh, Brie was like junk food. Once you were done with it, you could just
toss the bag away as if

nothing had ever happened.

However, little had he expected that she would make her way here and even
drag him down with her!

Josh'’s deadly gaze made Brie stumble backward, feeling frightened.



“What’s the commotion about, Ms. Alyssa?” Josh asked with a polite smile,
turning to Alyssa.

“Your girlfriend broke into our hotel, injured my secretary, and insulted my
sister.” Alyssa’s expression was

calm, but the smile on her face didn’t reach her eyes.

“After some thought, | decided to call on her handler before dealing with her
SO0 we may settle this with

both her and you, Mr. Josh. | can tolerate most things, but not when someone
hurts my family.

Josh’s smile froze on his face as his teeth ground together. He hadn’t
expected Alyssa to disregard their

family connection and tie him at the stake, all for that lousy woman, Brie.
“Lyse...” Tatiana murmured worriedly, tugging at Alyssa’s gown.

“'m afraid | don’t understand what you mean, Ms. Alyssa,” Josh said.
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The smile on Josh’s face was tinged with frost. “I've only seen this woman
once in my life and have no

reason to come to her defense. Why would you wish to settle her issues with
me?”

“‘M-Mr. Josh... “Brie stammered, her face pasty, as she gazed at Josh. She
had pleased him so

thoroughly in bed a few days ago, yet here he was abandoning her so easily!



“‘Oh? In that case...” Alyssa’séyes narrowed into sly crescents.

“You wouldn’t mind if | took Ms. Caldwell out to the main hall for a stroll, would
you? To let everyone, and

especially Madam Clarissa, get to know her?”
Brie was scared out of her wits by now.

Meanwhile, Josh paled instantly. His gaze grew hostile. “What is your
intention here, Ms. Alyssa?”

“Nothing much, really.” Alyssa leaned against the couch, her gaze just as
hostile.

“One should always refer to the owner before reprimanding their mutt. | only
hope the owner of this one

knows when to reprimand them themselves. I’'m only a young woman, after
all. It would be terribly rude of

me to do it myself, no?”
Ah. So that was it.

Josh understood now. Alyssa wasn’t only getting back at Brie. She was also
getting back at him.

It had been ten years since they had last met, and there were no grudges
between them. So why...

All of a sudden, Josh glanced at Sean.

Oh, so that was how it was. It looked like Alyssa had found out about what
had happened the other night.

All bite and no bark, this one!

“‘P-Please help me, sir.. please!” Brie begged, stumbling over to Josh’s feet,
only to be held back by

Morgan.



“Apologize to Ms. Alyssa and Ms. Tatiana,” Josh said with a glare.

“'m sorry, I'm so sorry... | made a mistake before. I'm so sorry!” Brie cried,
pleading on her knees.

Tatiana gazed at Alyssa, her eyes filled with admiration and respect.

Josh was Schmidt Group’s president, the one person on par with Jasper
Beckett in Solana City. But that

didn’t matter when Alyssa was concerned. Whether they were a Schmidt or a
Beckett, everyone would fall

+15 BONUS

‘Do you think a mere apology will suffice?” Alysas asked frostily.
Josh slowly stroked his chin, nodding at his secretary. “Morgan.”
“Yes, sir.”

Morgan instantly understood what his boss meant. He went up to Brie and
slapped her without hesitation.

e had just

Brie yelped in pain, falling to the floor, Blood filled her mouth from the
multitude of slaps she

received.
Tatiana’s heart lurched. She quickly looked away.
“‘Don’t be scared. I'm here.” Alyssa held Tatiana in her arms.

She turned to Sean and said, “What are you standing there for, Sean? Can’t
you see that Tatiana needs some consoling after being so frightened? Get
over here already.”

Tatiana immediately blushed.

“‘Ms. Alyssa, |... Sean’s expression shifted quickly, his heart pounding in his
chest.



“Alright, time’s nearly up. You can console her outside, Sean.” Alyssa then led
Tatiana out of the hall.

Before stepping out the door, she said, “This hall is especially hidden from
public view, Mr. Josh. Most people usually stay out of its way. I'll leave it to
you to do the needful.”

About Can’t Win Me Back - Chapter 649
“But do hurry. The célebration is about to begin.”
The door slammed shut behind Alyssa and the others.

Ten minutes later, Josh and Morgan walked out of the hall. The former’s
watch was still stained with

blood. A woman’s wails and sobs of pain could be heard in the hall he had just
left.

“Clean the mess up.” Josh instructed Morgan.
“Yes, sir!”

“Alyssa Taylor really is something.” Josh emanated a frosty air as he cracked
his knuckles.

“It's been a long time since I've met someone who dared challenge me. If she
wants to play, I'll play along

with her.”

Alyssa felt incredibly satisfied after getting revenge for Tatiana. But the latter
still felt uncomfortable.

Knowing this, Alyssa gave her and Sean some alone time. The two went to
the balcony to freshen up after

the whole ordeal.

Sean took off his coat and wrapped it around Tatiana’s shoulders, since she
was quivering in the cold.” Here. The wind is stronger here.”



“Did you ... tell my sister about the other night when Brie messed with me?”
Tatiana asked, slowly turning to face Sean. Her gaze was filled with a mix of
emotions.

Sean blinked for a moment before answering softly, “Yes. | was the one who
told Ms. Alyssa.”

“Why? Why did you have to involve my sister in my personal issues with
Brie?’ Tatiana’s eyes were filled with panic, her brows knitting together.

*Alyssa is already so busy all the time. How could she still have time to deal
with something as trivial as this? She nearly cut off all ties with Josh Schmidt!
Don’t you think he’s going to hold a grudge against her

instead of letting this go?”

“‘Ms. Tatiana ...”

‘Il know you’re my sister’s secretary, Sean. But if you care about her so much,
then why didn’t you consider these things on her behalf?” Tatiana’s tone was

Serious now.

“What if Josh decides to make things difficult for Alyssa? Did you ever
consider how serious the

consequences of your action would be?”
Sean’s heart prickled with pain at Tatiana’s words.

In the midst of his panic, he placed both hands on Tatiana’s shoulders. “| was
too angry! All | wanted was to help get revenge for you. | was so worried that
Brie would bully you on campus again.

jump to

“‘Every time | remember how she humiliated you that night, | get so pissed
off... All I want to do is jum your defense and protect you!”

“Sean...” Tatiana was taken aback by his words. She looked deeply into his
passionate eyes. She could feel the heat from his hands warming her up,
making her heart pound.



‘I know | manipulated Ms. Alyssa into this. I'll definitely ask for her
forgiveness, but | just can’t ignore it, Ms. Tatiana. | just can’t.”

Sean’s breathing quickened, and his cheeks flushed. ‘| hate how useless | am.
If I could, | would do anything to keep you safe. Anything.

Tatiana’s cheeks were bright red now. Tears welled in her eyes as she leaned
against Sean’s shoulder.

She had once read a poem that went like this:

What was love?

It was the coward’s bravado, the pauper’s generosity.

the gladiator’s determination, the stoic’s gamble,

the meek’s confidence,

and-the fight to the end, knowing only futility stood in the way.
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