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Chapter 12 - Evaluation 

 

The Tainted boar didn't hesitate to show how fast it was. It was even quite 

nimble for its size since it managed to avoid Martha to focus on the weaker 

part of the group. 

Khan turned to inspect the outcome of the impact. Two of his coreless 

companions were on the ground. Their shields and weapons had shattered 

after the clash with the boar, but they appeared to be fine. Their bodies only 

featured a few bruises. 

Two among the other four had dropped their weapons and were running away 

as fast as they could. The boar had scared them to the point that they wanted 

to drop out of the Global Army. 

The other two were doing their best to suppress their fear. Khan could see 

their fingers becoming white due to their tight grasp on their weapons. 

'How are they even alive?' Khan wondered when he looked in the distance. 

The boar didn't stop its charge after the impact. The beast had continued to 

run through the field without minding its opponents. Still, it eventually stopped 

and turned. 

Khan could see the Tainted boar in its entirety now. The creature was almost 

two meters tall. It had a massive body and wore metal collars on its tusks. 

A red light flashed from those collars, and the boar squealed whenever that 

glow reached its eyes. The creature seemed angry at those items. 

"That's restraining gear," Jay commented after he straightened his position. 

"They must control the force that it's able to generate in the impact. I bet that 

they activate whenever the boar nears human skin." 
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Jay's explanation made sense. The Global Army would never put kids without 

training and mana cores against a Tainted animal unless it took precautions. 

"It can't hurt us then!" Luke exclaimed before taking his position near Jay. 

Martha had also turned to stand next to the trio. She seemed almost excited 

about the fight, but a foul smell soon reached her nostrils and suppressed her 

feelings. 

Khan and the other three turned toward the boy lying on the ground. A wet 

patch had appeared on his trousers, but that didn't seem the only thing 

happening in his pants. 

No one dared to joke about that event. Khan even believed it to be a normal 

reaction after a two-meters tall animal threatened to kill you. 

'I wonder how strong I have become,' Khan thought while inspecting his 

shovel. 'This doesn't have wood in its structure. It won't break so easily.' 

Khan had no idea how strong he had become after his training. That unclear 

feature about his own body annoyed him, so he wanted to use the boar to test 

himself. 

'I killed a Tainted animal before obtaining the mana,' Khan thought. 'How hard 

can it be now?' 

The Tainted boar didn't let the group reassemble or prepare a strategy. It ran 

toward the two escaping kids, and Luke almost shot ahead to help them. 

"No!" Khan promptly shouted while placing the shovel on Luke's chest to stop 

him. "They have decided to leave us. Let's use this time to prepare a plan." 

"But-," Luke tried to say something and push away the shovel, but Khan's arm 

didn't move. 

"They have abandoned their position and put us in danger," Khan said before 

Luke could continue speaking. "You don't help those who backstab you." 



"How sure are you about the collars?" Martha asked once Luke accepted 

Khan's reprimand. 

"I'm rarely wrong about tech stuff," Jay said without showing any emotion. 

"Perfect," Martha replied. "You two act as baits. Khan, Luke, and Jay will 

focus on its legs. I'll keep the hammer ready." 

No one dared to reject her idea. Even the two kids with no mana core soon 

started to slam their weapons on their shields. 

The Tainted boar quickly caught up with the two fleeting opponents. The 

creature slammed its tusks on their back and flung them away without 

managing to leave severe injuries. 

Then, the beast heard the noise caused by the rest of the group and began to 

change in its direction. 

Having that boulder of muscles and fur running toward them didn't cause the 

best feelings. However, Khan and the others didn't let their fears take control 

of their minds and remained in their position. 

"Jump!" Martha shouted when the boar was about to reach the two without 

mana cores. 

The duo jumped on the side and dodged the charge of the animal. The boar 

was almost about to hit Khan and the others, but they quickly activated their 

plan. 

Khan ducked, Jay imitated him, and Luke tried to side-step the attack. Only 

Martha remained still since she had to wait for her opportunity. 

Jay wasn't fast enough. The boar slammed its tusk on his chest and flung him 

away. The beast also turned and hit Luke's side with its head, but the boy 

managed to stab its neck before flying away. 



Khan slammed his shovel on the beast's front leg. A massive force ran 

through his arms and landed on his shoulders, but Khan did his best to fight it. 

The Tainted boar was stronger than Khan, but he stabbed the shovel on the 

ground. The beast stumbled when its rear leg hit that tool, but it seemed about 

to recover its balance in the following instant. 

'It won't fall like this,' Khan thought while watching the scene from the ground. 

Khan didn't have the time to stand up and reach the boar, but his legs were 

still in its range. A kick landed on the beast's rear end and destabilized its 

charge other than preventing it from recovering its balance. 

The boar slammed on the ground and slid on the terrain due to the 

momentum accumulated in its charge. Martha was waiting for the creature, 

and she promptly swung her hammer toward the center of its head. 

Blood immediately came out from the boar's eyes, ears, and mouth. The 

creature had definitely felt that blow, and Martha gave voice to a happy cry at 

that sight. 

Yet, the boar suddenly moved again and tried to jump toward her chest. 

Martha couldn't dodge that attack. She was too close to the beast, and her 

hammer was still on its head. 

Then, a sword flashed in her vision and stabbed the beast in the back of its 

head. When Martha raised her head, she found Khan sitting on the creature 

and wielding Luke's weapon. 

Khan saw blood coming out of the creature's head and tainting his trousers, 

but he ignored that. He quickly raised the blade and stabbed the beast again. 

"Can you take away that hammer?" Khan asked before attaching a third time. 

"I think it's dead," Martha said while pulling her weapon back. 



"I don't take chances with the Tainted animals," Khan replied before stabbing 

his sword again and again. 

Khan stopped only after he felt sure that the boar had died. His clothes had 

transformed into a gory mess, but he felt happy about that achievement 

anyway. 

"Thank you," Martha said while a tinge of shame seeped into her voice. 

"No problem," Khan replied while raising the sword. "This wasn't so hard to 

use in the end." 

"Killing is rather easy once you obtain the mana," An unfamiliar voice 

suddenly resounded through the area. 

Khan and Martha immediately turned toward the source of that voice. A 

hologram depicting a middle-aged man wearing the military uniform had 

appeared next to them. 

"I'm Lieutenant Rupert Unchai," The hologram said. "I'm here to evaluate your 

performance." 

A few small drones flew over the field and brought away the two who had 

fainted after the first attack. Jay and Luke simply stood up and reunited with 

Khan and Martha when they saw what was happening. 

"The two up there will get a C," Rupert announced. "Rough and bad reflexes. 

You don't need a mana core to jump away from an imminent threat." 

"The two who ran away will get a D," Rupert continued. "The Global Army 

forbids me from giving an F in this test. They would get it otherwise." 

"You two without mana cores get an A," Rupert said after pointing at the two 

baits. "You are weak, but you are brave. Work hard, and you'll become 

someone in the army." 



"The skinny one will get a B-plus," Rupert announced while pointing at Jay. 

"Nice catch on the collars, but I have never thought that someone with a mana 

core could be so clumsy." 

"The tall one there will get A-minus," Rupert evaluated Luke. "You did well 

calming down the others. You also have a good heart, but that isn't always a 

good thing during wars." 

"The girl will also get an A-minus," Rupert moved on to Martha. "Nice guts, but 

way too reckless." 

"Now you, shovel kid," Rupert sighed while fixing his eyes on Khan. "I'm really 

tempted to give you a D for being stupid enough to bring a shovel into a 

battlefield." 

"I have a sword now," Khan announced while wearing a broad smile and 

waving Luke's weapon. 

"And also a loose screw," Rupert sighed again before wearing a professional 

expression. "Incredible reflexes and instincts. Good decision-making in the 

middle of the battle. You show your worth when it matters. Time will tell 

whether you are a natural-born fighter or not. A-plus." 

 


