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Thinking of Charmine’s decision to end their partnership, Julian knew why she
did so. He scoffed coldly, “Do

you think Anthony will help you after this little rendezvous of yours, Charmine?
Do you think this man will

forgive you like | do? What family is President Bailey from? Why would he
accept an unchaste woman like

you? I'm looking forward to seeing how ugly you’d be crying. I'd like to see
where you can get better materials

from!”

Julian then took out his phone to dial Luke’s number. Sure, he did not have
Anthony’s contact number, but

having Luke’s contact number was enough!

The call went through quickly, and Julian said to Luke, “Pass this message to
President Bailey: Charmine is

having a date with another man in
Vineman Restaurant.”

Luke, on the other end of the call, was so terrified that he almost dropped his
phone.

Anthony had not been in a good mood in the past few days, yet Charmine was
having a date with another

man? 1

Back in the restaurant, Charmine was unfazed by Julian’s act. Although she
knew Anthony would get jealous,



if he decided to hate her merely because she had dinner with another man
and decided to cut off all the

deals, then a man like him did not deserve her love.

It was along that thought that another occurred to her. It would be nice for
Anthony to come; she wanted to

talk to him after all.
Charmine placed her hands on her waist and waited languidly on the seat.

Julian expected Charmine to be scared or would ask Tristan to leave. He did
not

expect her to be so calm.

‘You don’t understand men, Charmine,” sneered Julian. “The reason | was
willing to forgive you is because | owed it to you. However, President

Bailey doesn’t mind your past and cared for you for so long, yet you went on a
date with another man? And you even ordered a couple’s set dinner? Do you
think his patience has no limit?”

‘You speak so much nonsense. Can’t you wait quietly?” Charmine sassed
haughtily.

Julian felt his temperature rising with that comeback.

Frustrated, Julian gritted his teeth. “Alright, I'll wait here with you. Let’s see if

you'll regret it! You better think of a way to make me less angry so I'll take you
in

after President Bailey dumps you!” 1
Julian had done a background check on Anthony, and he knew that Anthony

was more possessive than anyone else.



How would Anthony stand it if he found out Charmine was having a couple’s
set

dinner with another man?

Hah! He would sit and watch Charmine getting dumped!

As for the man in front of him, it was apparent that he was a spoiled,
secondllgeneration rich guy who had not even seen him! What help would he
be able to

give Charmine?

Tristan merely sat back, relaxed, waiting for a thrilling drama to unfold. 1

It felt like a heated fight would happen...

Not long after, a tall and well-built figure appeared by the door.

Anthony was dressed in his wrinkle-free customized suit. His handsome face
was ice-like, emotionless.

He came closer, one step after the other, exuding a powerful and oppressive

temperament.

Charmine wanted to test the extent of Anthony’s generosity, but after seeing
him

walk in, she thought of the ‘lesson’ he gave her inside the wardrobe last night.
She instinctively glanced at the heart-shaped lamp chop on the table, and her
heart skipped a beat as she grew unusually anxious.

She felt as if she was caught...

When Julian saw Anthony coming in, he stood up right away and walked
toward

him.



“President Bailey, you're finally here. Charmine was having a couple’s set
dinner with that man there. The two

of them even had wine together;
they’re enjoying themselves!”

Anthony stopped when he was a meter away from the table. His eyes landed
on Charmine for a good while

before looking at Tristan who sat opposite Charmine.

Tristan’s skin was incredibly fair, and he looked rather...exquisite, to put it
simply. He had a look that would

lure one’s soul away, as if...he was a sugar baby!

Julian continued, “| saw with my own eyes that Charmine came here with the
man’s car. The two of them

talked happily, and they even hugged and held hands. President Bailey, she
betrayed your kindness and

affection, just like how she dumped me. She’s a despicable, promiscuous
woman!” Julian added on as he

raised an eyebrow, looking at Charmine. 1

Hmph! He wanted to see how Charmine would scramble to win back Anthony-
surely he would not waste his

time on a woman like her!

As expected...

Anthony scoffed coldly, “Get out of my sight.” 1

His low voice was full of authority.

Instantly, Luke came in with two other bodyguards and walked toward them.

The sight satisfied Julian immensely-Charmine had at last enraged Anthony.
She would not be as arrogant



with him anymore!
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Charmine would surely look for him once Anthony dumped her!

Frowning, Tristan spoke to Charmine, “Are you not going to explain yourself?
Or are you trying to get with

me?”
Charmine kept silent as she eyed Anthony.

Was Anthony not even going to ask her anything? Would he not spare her
one chance and, instead, wanted

her gone? Where to? What would he do to her?
Charmine felt uneasy.
She did not expect him to be this kind of man!

At that moment, two bodyguards walked toward Julian, grabbed him, and
pulled him away.

Everyone was shocked.

Anthony wanted Julian out of his sight?

Julian was just as shocked as he struggled. “Did you guys grab the wrong
person? You're supposed to grab Charmine!” he growled. “Charmine betrayed
your President Bailey! President Bailey, please say something!”

Anthony looked at him with his dark and oppressive eyes, his lips parted
slightly,

“They’re right. | want you out of my sight.” 1
Him?

Julain halted, still struggling to get away. He asked, “Why? President Bailey,



Charmine betrayed you! Charmine went on a date with another man!”

“Since when do you earn the right to insult my woman?” Anthony glared at
him

darkly, his questioning tone intense.
Julian frowned. Why would he need to earn the right? He was kind enough to
tell him Charmine was cheating on him, yet he said he had no rights to do so?

Meanwhile, Anthony continued, “Furthermore, | must’'ve done something
wrong

for Charmine to go on a date with another man. It's my fault, not hers.” 1

His low voice was full of care and love.

Everyone was shocked.

Tristan, meanwhile, was riddled with questions.

What kind of logic was that?

Charmine was shocked, too. Her pupils dilated with disbelief.

Not only did Anthony not blame her for it, but he even said it was his fault and
not hers?

Since when had Anthony become so considerate and thoughtful?

Darn it. Her heart raced at a breakneck speed!

Meanwhile, Anthony walked toward Charmine and sat down beside her. His
big
hand clasped her waist naturally as he, with his husky voice, spoke,” Please
tell

me if you’re unsatisfied with me. Don’t try to get on with another man; no man
IS



like me.”
Anthony’s eyes then shifted to Tristan nonchalantly, cold and chilly.

His arm wrapped around Charmine’s waist while her ears were filled with his
magnetic and loving voice.

She knew he was acting, that he did not want Julian to win, yet her cheeks felt
hot as her heart thumped

wildly.

It took her one second to calm herself down. She laid on his chest and said,
“Of course I’'m unsatisfied. You're

on a high pedestal! Some people said that I'm not good enough for you, that |
don’t have the right to be with

you. Apparently, you won'’t help me, and you also won’t cooperate with the
Jordan Group.”

Anthony’s eyes darkened. Was Julian trying to break them up? 1

Charmine was already not happy with him, and this was not the best time for a
third person to stir things up.

Above all that, it was the first time his woman complained to him. How
adorable!

He glanced at Julian coldly. “It seems that President Cabell has too much time
in his hands. Bring him out.

Announce to the public that whoever works with Mile-End Corporation will be
going against Anthony Bailey.”

‘Yes, Sir!” Luke and his men pulled Julian outside.
Julian’s face was pale white like a dead man.

Was Anthony trying to block him from resources? Was he blocking the entire
Cabell because of Charmine? 3

The Cabell family would be over!
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Charmine leaned against Anthony languidly, her hands on her waist as she
raised her eyebrows at Julian.

Hah! Did he not say Anthony would dump her, that he would not support her?

She wanted Julian to realize how shameless he was! He wanted Julian to
know what true love was!

Julian’s assumptions, as she thought of it again, disgusted her.
The baffled, stunned Julian was dragged out of the restaurant.

Why was Anthony so protective of Charmine? Charmine cheated on him, yet
he still chose to side with her?

“‘President Bailey, what do you see in her that makes you want to show her
such kindness? | reported to you

for your own good! How could you cut out the Cabell family just like this?!”

Anthony did not answer him as if he did not hear him, merely speaking to
Charmine with his arm still around

her waist, “Whatever the Jordan family needs, just tell me. I'll do my best to
satisfy you.”

His tone was saccharine sweet.

Charmine’s red lips curled up. “There’s nothing much actually—I only need
some raw materials of higher standards.”

While the Baileys did not produce raw materials, they had all kinds of
connections, including producers of better materials from overseas!

Anthony looked up and ordered Luke who was by the door, “Arrange to sign a

contract with Jordan Group. Release to the press that the Bailey Corporation
will

fully support the Jordan Group.” 1



“Yes, Sir!” Luke dutifully answered.
Julian, dragged by Luke, was completely shocked and surprised.

Why was Anthony not mad when Charmine treated him badly and went
behind

his back? Not just that, even-why was he still so much in love with her?
The Bailey family had never fully supported any other family!

Was Anthony insane?

Julian could not care less. The most important thing was himself!

If they cut out the Cabels, Julian would be done for. He had to think of
something! 1

The restaurant fell silent and peaceful once Julian was pulled out of the

restaurant. Anthony’s arm tightened around Charmine as he threw an
unfriendly

glance at Tristan. ‘You're still here? Do you need me to walk you out?”
His chilly eyes were extremely oppressive.

Tristan, meanwhile, was unperturbed as he merely grinned. “Mr. Bailey
doesn’t

even have enough time to spend with Ms. Jordan, so why would | expect Mr.
Bailey to walk me out? We'll meet again one day, sweetie.”

Giving a small nod, Tristan stood up and left.

‘Sweetie’? He did not see Charmine for a day, and she became so close with
another man. He called her ‘sweetie’?

“Clear the space,” he spoke to the server, his displeasure evident in his voice.



‘Yes, Sir!”
The servers were so terrified that they left instantly, asking all diners to leave.

Even the couple who reserved the other side of the restaurant received a call
telling them not to come

anymore.
Instantly, the restaurant became dead silent.

Anthony’s muscular hands pull Charmine up on his lap. He glared at her.”
Charmine, would you like to explain

what happened to me?”
He wanted her to pay dearly.

His kindness and gentleness were all nothing but an act for Julian to make
him look like a fool.

Charmine met his gaze calmly. “Tire punctured, took a free ride, treated him to
a meal as a gesture. | hope

Mr. Bailey won'’t hold it against me?”
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this man have to be so possessive?

After Anthony gave instructions to his men, he looked at her and asked, ” Do
you want others to know about

our collaboration?” 1

He was willing to provide everything for Charmine, but he did not know what
she felt about it.

He knew Charmine was just acting in front of Julian like he did.

Charmine said, “Of course we’ll officiate our collaboration, but... The
collaboration between the Baileys and

Jordans shouldn’t reveal our relationship no matter what.”



Anthony frowned. So she wanted his resources and not his person?
Was he not as good as his resources?

Unusually upset, Anthony muttered, “Charmine, we’ve been secretive about
our relationship for so long now.

When do you plan on officiating our relationship? Am | such an
embarrassment to you?”

His hoarse voice was laced with a hint of displeasure.

Charmine looked at him and felt as if she had treated him wrongly. 1

At the thought of everything that had happened, however, her eyes dulled.”
Anthony, let’s talk.”

Talk?

Anthony felt somehow uneasy.

As expected...

Charmine’s eyes fixed on the poster. “The man told me about his past-his
exUgirlfriend reunited with her first love.

“She insisted on being with him in the beginning, but after going through many
things and changes, she realized she still loved her first love.”

Anthony’s eyes darkened instantly. “So?”

“So...” Charmine gazed at Anthony solemnly and, with an equally solemn
expression, spoke, “I hope that we don’t meet in the next ten days. During the

ten days, you, Chris, and Annabel must try to get along with one another. If
you

still have no feelings for her after ten days, I'll believe that you no longer have

feelings for her.”



Anthony’s eyes were hauntingly cold. “Charmine, do you not trust me at all?”

“It's not about trust. Annabel is your first love and the mother of Chris. She
had

been through so much for you, and you three are meant to be a family. She
had

been through so much, thus she deserves a happy ending. The ten days of
interaction will be beneficial to you, Annabel, and me. If you start to have
feelings for her again, it would prevent a tragedy from happening, don’t you
think?” spoke Charmine. 3

Anthony tightened his arm around her waist and pulled her closer to him.
‘The tragedy is all in your head. | know who | truly love,” countered Anthony.

“‘Don’t sound too confident. You have so much history with Annabel, but what
do

we have? Think carefully: Do we have any memorable or heartracing
moments?

The beauty of teenage years?” Charmine glared at him.
Anthony’s brows furrowed.
He seemed to have shared nothing of such with Charmine...

They did not have any memorable or heart-racing moments, nor did they have
any beauty of teenage years

left in them.

It was just that when he first saw her, he somehow felt that it was her all
along, that she was the person he

would marry.

Somehow, this feeling grew stronger and slowly became a part of him.



The stars seemed to have aligned for him... Forthem.

Seeing that he did not speak, she recalled all their memories within half a
minute.

Since they first met, it was Chris trying to ship them together. Without Chris,
perhaps she would not come

even close to Anthony.

Still, what did a child know? The child just so happened to like her and hoped
that she was his mother.

Perhaps, it was not love that Anthony felt for her. Perhaps it was just a habit,
merely for the sake of satisfying

Chris’ need...

Thinking of that, Charmine’s eyes darkened as she insisted, “Anthony, I'm not
negotiating with you-I'm telling

you. I'll never do anything that I'm not confident of. If you’re confident, and
you’re certain that you won't fall for

Annabel after spending ten days with her, then prove it to me. If not...l won't
be with you.” 1

Her words left no room for negotiation, cold as they were.
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Anthony gazed at Charmine’s hardened expression for a moment, and it was
only after a while did his lips

part as he spoke, “Alright. As you wish.”
Four words, spoken with a hint of repressed love.
Anthony found himself doing his best to fulfill her wishes, but...

Tve got one condition, however. If | still don’t fall for Annabel in ten days, we'll
get married on the eleventh

day, and announce our marriage to the public.” 2



Charmine frowned. Get married that fast, and had it announced to the public?

However, Anthony did mention this before. It was apparent that he was
insistent about it.

She met his gaze. “Deal! If you're still as certain in ten days, I'll wait for you at
the place to sign for a marriage

license.”

Anthony’s lips parted, “Remember your promise, Charmine.”

He was certain-very certain he would never get back with Annabel.

He looked forward to that day. Ten more days.

Charmine got off his lap as she stood up. “l should get going.”

There was a series of stuff to sort out in the Jordan family, especially since the
Jordans no longer had collaboration ties with the Cabells. Things would get
even messier.

Anthony glanced at the uneaten dishes on the table. He pulled at her wrist
and

made her sit.
“Dine with me once more.”
Without waiting for her permission, Anthony pressed on the call-bell.

Without a choice, Charmine sat back down, though she sat next to him
instead

of on his lap.
It did not take long before a server hastily walked toward them and presented

the menu to him politely. 1



Anthony ordered the couple’s set dinner menu and looked at the server.” It's
the

actual couple this time.”
His low voice sounded as if he was telling the server off.

The server nodded his head rapidly, and he fearfully answered, “Yes,
President

Bailey! We’ve made a mistake, but we’ll remember from now. We won’t make
the same mistake again!”
Anthony did not press on and waved it off.

The server walked away as if escaping from a disaster. His back was covered
in

sweat as if he had just been to hell.

The terror eventually subsided into one of surprise. 1

The well-known President Bailey had a girlfriend? Was that not Charmine
Jordan?

Antony Bailey was in a relationship with Charmine Jordan?!

This was a huge secret! He could not tell anyone!

Charmine looked at Anthony. “Do you really have to? This is a small matter.
Look at how you scared the server!”

“As long as it’s related to you, it doesn’t matter if it's a small or big matter,”
replied Anthony in his mellow voice.

Charmine’s heart skipped a beat uncontrollably.

This man was born for the flirting game, no doubt.



It did not take long before the server brought over the dishes.

There were beef steaks and red shrimps along, with a small dish of caviar.
There were also nicely-cut

oranges on a smaller plate.

Most importantly, the restaurant gave out a plate of mixed chicken wings with
a fruit platter for free!

The bottom of the plate was filled with dark green vegetables while the
chicken wings shaped exquisitely,

entangling one another. Rose petals were scattered on the plate, an exotic,
rare sight to behold.

An international chef with a white beard walked over and apologized to them
fluently in English, “My deepest

apologies, it was a misunderstanding from our end. This is the most special
couple dish in Vineman. It’s

called the Wings of Love, celebrating the everlasting love of a couple. | hope
Sir and Madam have everlasting

love.”
Anthony’s cold eyes lightened up slightly, and he cooly replied, ‘Thanks.”
Hearing Anthony’s reply, the main chef sighed in relief before he went back.

They were worried that Anthony might shut down Vineman Restaurant
anytime...

Charmine looked at the Wings of Love and frowned. ‘This is huge! How're we
going to finish...?”

Moreover, what was that, symbolized everlasting love? They were not even
married!

Anthony’s lips curled up. He used a fruit fork to fork a piece of fruit and fed it
to Charmine.
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‘There’s no hurry; we can eat slowly. It doesn’t matter if we finish late.”

After all, they would not be able to meet for the next ten days after this meal.
He would rather the time

stopped at this second forever. 1

Seeing through his intention, Charmine took the fork from him and forked
herself another piece of fruit. She

did not want to spend too much time on this meal. The longer it was, the
harder it would be to part with him.

She would rather get it over with quickly. 2
With that in mind, Charmine ate much faster.
Anthony looked at her and frowned.

Was she that impatient to part with him?

He lost his appetite at the thought.

Charmine eventually finished the fruit pieces on her plate, but when she
looked up, she noticed that the food

on Anthony’s plate did not decrease at all.

The untouched beef steak seemed to stare Charmine in the face as though it
could have said, “If this meal is

unfinished, does that mean we’d never have to part?”

Anthony’s gaze never wavered from Charmine, his gaze darkening as he did.
4

Charmine’s once relaxed mood was instantly affected by his behavior.

Charmine frowned. “You’re a man, Anthony. Can’t you make less of a fuss?
It's

merely ten days, and it’s not like one of US is dying.” 1



“Ten days, 240 hours, 14400 minutes, 864000 seconds. Does that sound
easy

to you?” Anthony glared at her, his tone sounded unpleasant. 1

Anthony’s behavior baffled Charmine.

Why would he be so serious about it?

If she did nothing about it, this could go on and on...

“‘Don’t speak anymore, just eat,” asserted Charmine. “I'll allow you to send me
back to Jordan Group with a surprise.”

A surprise?

Anthony looked at her. She did not look like she was lying, thus he regained
his

appetite again.

They both left the restaurant after they were done with their meal. 1

The usually swift and sharp Anthony walked significantly slower than usual,
seemingly far less efficient than his usual self. 1

Charmine was dumbfounded when she noticed that. After getting in the car,
she

glanced at the speedometer-merely 20 kilometers per hour...

Was Anthony actually driving the luxurious car like it was some mundane,
runt]of-the-mill car?

If it was not for the obvious car plate that nobody dared to offend, the sound of
horning would have bombarded the entire road.
Charmine did not speak; she allowed Anthony to do what he was doing.

However long he was taking, the car would eventually stop below the tree



outside the Jordan Group building.

The windows were down, and nobody could see through from the outside
asthe

windows were tinted. 1

Charmine unfastened her seatbelt.

Anthony looked at her. “Where’s the surprise?”
Was she leaving just like that?

Suddenly, Charmine got up and leaned toward him. She hooked her arm
around Anthony’s neck and lowered

her head to kiss his lips.

Anthony’s body jolted slightly. His mind went blank.

Was this real? Had she just kissed him on her own volition?

The kiss was deeper than usual... She seemed serious and emotional. 1

She did not know if they would meet again in ten days. She did not know if
she could get back to him. She did

not know if Anthony would fall for Annabel in the following ten days.
This might very well be their last intimate interaction.
Thinking of that, her lips roved his.

Anthony, overwhelmed by Charmine’s forceful, passionate kiss, allowed her to
do as she pleased.

After blanking out for a moment, he suddenly lowered down his driver’s seat.
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Anthony’s move startled Charmine.

The kiss lasted for a long while.



Out of the blue, Anthony’s tug pulled Charmine’s clothes open by her
shoulder.

Startled, Charmine blurted, “Anthony, what-*

Before she could finish her sentence, Anthony suddenly lowered his head and
forcefully bit her shoulder.

“Aah!”

The pained Charmine yelped, her expression scrunching in pain as her body
stiffened.

Did Anthony just bit her? 1
Luckily, a moment later, Anthony let her go.

He looked at the bleeding mark on her shoulder, a look of concern appeared
on his face as he, somewhat

satisfied, spoke, “Remember: you’'re mine.” 2

His low voice resonated in the car, firm and confident.

Anthony then sat upright and took a tissue paper to wipe off the blood on her
shoulder. 1

Charmine gaped, stunned at what had just happened.

He bit her so hard, just to mark his territory?

Did Anthony not know how painful it was?

Furthermore, the bite mark seemed as if it would never vanish. Even if she did
not end up with him, how could Charmine see any other man?

It was as though Anthony could see Charmine’s thoughts, and his gaze on her
sharpened. “Trust me, I'm ready to get married in ten days. Other than me, no

other man is allowed to touch you.” 3



Charmine looked at his determined look and felt somewhat secured.
“Okay.”
Perhaps they truly would end up together, genuinely so, in ten days.

With this thought in mind, Charmine recomposed her clothes and pushed
open

the door to get out of the car.
Anthony glared at her back, his eyes darkening with determination.
Charmine could only belong to him.

Charmine did not look back. His words and the slight pain on her shoulder
made

her unusually secured.

It was merely ten days; she was not too concerned.

However...

She was worried about Anthony. Would he hold his end of the bargain?

He climbed up her window last night... Would he do anything in the following
ten

days?

With that in mind, after entering the company, she sent another text to
Anthony, [Don’t find me in the following

ten days-not even in private.
Otherwise, the countdown starts again.] 1

Anthony watched as Charmine walked into the building when his phone
suddenly rang.

Seeing that it was a text from Charmine, his lips shifted into a small smirk.



No meeting?
Hah! A weak threat, that was.. 2

Charmine walked into the lift, her mind rattled with Anthony and Annabel. Just
as she got to the top floor,

however, she heard noises just as the lift opened. 1
“‘Let me see Charmine! Where are the other Jordans? | want to see them!”
Those voices... They were Mrs. Cabell and Mr. Cabell’s!

Charmine looked up to see two people standing by the door to the office. They
were making a scene trying to

get in while security guards were blocking them.

Mitchell yelled at the office angrily, “Charmine, come out! Don’t you think
hiding from US would work! We'll

destroy you if you don’t come out!” 1 “Oh? And how would you destroy me?
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Charmine spoke to the husband-and-wife pair as she walked closer.

Charmine’s voice felt like cold water splashing them as they trembled in
shock. They turned back to see

Charmine walking toward them.

“Charmine, you're finally back! Tell me: Why did you cancel all the contracts
with the Cabells? Why did you

ask Anthony Bailey to block the Cabells from getting all of the resources? The
Jordans and Cabells had been

working together for many years, it's an established partnership from our
ancestors! But a kid like you tries to

break the promise?” Mitchell yelled at her. 1



“Even if you want to break the promise, you don’t have to force US into this
position! You think you can do

whatever you please just because you’re rich now? You're just a newbie, and
playing with new fire will burn

you!” Mrs. Cabell added on.

The pair were home when they, out of the blue, heard that the Jordans were
ending all contracts with the

Cabells, that the Bailey family had blocked the Cabells from everything. How
could they stay home and not

fuss about it?

The ends of Charmine’s red lips lifted into a small smirk as she coldly
countered, “Even if | burn myself, you

two will be burnt before me anyway. Instead of spending time scolding me,
why don’t you go home and think

of ways to save your family?”

“What’s there to think about? You've climbed Anthony Bailey’s bed, and he’d
listen to anything you say. You

must call Anthony right away; ask him to take back his words! We won't let
you go otherwise!” threatened

Mitchell. 1

Everyone in the office stared wide-eyed, unable to comprehend what they had
just heard.

Charmine, in a relationship with Anthony? She slept with Anthony?
Impossible! He was practically an untouchable god! How could Charmine
seduce him?

Charmine could sense what everyone else was thinking, but she felt nothing
of



it. “Huh? Why did Julian offend Anthony?” gibed Charmine. “Why did Anthony

block him? Only he knows the reason why. Instead of blaming others, why
don't

he spend some time figuring out what’s wrong with himself?

“Someone drag them out, now.”

She would waste not a second longer on the pair.

The security guards instantly sprang into action as they reached out and
grabbed the two.

If Charmine truly shared a solid connection to Anthony, they could not afford
to

offend this new Director!
They could only respect the woman who won Anthony’s heart.
Held back by the guards, Mrs. Cabell yelled out angrily, “Charmine, do you

really have to be so heartless? Don’t you forget, only Julian still chose your
side

when you gave birth to the bastard. Only Julian was willing to marry you! How
are you not grateful at all?”

“If you don’t help US Cabells, we’'ll tell everyone about your out-of-wedlock
pregnancy five years ago and you sleeping with Anthony! We'll all go down
together!” Mitchell threatened. 1

Charmine’s eyes, the moment she heard about the incident from five years
ago,

darkened.



They were still trying to threaten her with that after all these years? If Julian
did

not have a deal with Tiffany, if Julian did not ask her to meet at the Royal
Banquet Bar, would that even happen to her?

She glared at the two, her gaze ice-cold. “Go and tell everyone. By all means,
feel free to contact all media. If you could expose even one word, you lose!”
Her voice was cold yet clear, strong yet fierce.

Charmine then took out her phone and phoned Kay, “Contact those from the
Network Defence Department, and have them closely monitor any negative
news related to me.”

“Yes, Madam!” answered Kay.

Everyone stared at her, their jaws hung low in their bewilderment.

Network Defence Department? Charmine knew people from the Network
Defence Department?

The Network Defence Department was the most powerful government
department in the country, and they

were in charge of everything on the internet. No matter if it was Twitter,
Whatsapp, or even Facebook, the

department was in charge of all the powerful platforms!

This department closely monitored every post made by netizens published
within one second. Should it

contain inappropriate materials, such posts would be disabled, unable to be
uploaded or sent.

Even if the post was successfully made, there would be a second round of
monitoring. Once they scanned an



inappropriate text, the department would instantly delete the post.

Impossible... Charmine knew people in such a powerful department that she
even sounded as if she was

giving a command?

Everyone in the company looked at Charmine differently-they looked at her
with respect and awe.

They felt that their new Director was not one to be crossed...

Mitchell and Mrs. Cabell, on the other hand, were so stunned that their faces
turned extremely pale.

Was Charmine not afraid of their threat? She knew the people in the Network
Defence Department? Did they

really have no power to make Charmine help, only able to watch as the
Cabells fall into bankruptcy?
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half a day following that, the Cabell family was, true enough, blacklisted
everywhere. Within half a day,

all international luxurious brands withdrew from the Cabells’ Mile-End Mall.

Mile-End Mall was known for having all kinds of luxurious brands; it was once
a place for the wealthy to

spend their money. Without the luxurious brands, the originally prosperous
Mile-End Mall turned dead.

The big and spacious mall was instantly emptied as if it was a ghost town.

Not only that, but orders of raw materials from the Cabell family were
canceled as well. Many materials were

returned, piling up in the storage.

Mile-End Corporation, once worth a few hundred billion, collapsed within a
day.



Headlines news all over the internet included:

[The Cabell family blocked], [The Cabell family going bankrupt], [Who did the
Cabells offend?].

Many tried to figure what exactly went down, but they just could not crack it.
The only people who could block the Cabells from everywhere was the Bailey
family. Nonetheless, why would a high-above family like the Baileys attack the
Cabells?

The Cabells’ world had changed completely.

Meanwhile, at the Jordan mansion...

Charmine just arrived home, and Joey handed her a pair of slippers
enthusiastically.

“Charmine, it's nice to have you home. Dinner is ready.”

Everyone else waited for Charmine in the dining hall for dinner. After going
through bankruptcy, everyone had become more frugal than before. They no
longer had expensive seafood-it was just a simple meal.

Charmine sat down beside Senior Jordan. Just as she was about to eat,
Amelia

could barely help herself as she began, “Charmine, the Cabell family is
blocked

everywhere right now. Is this one of your doings? If we don’t collaborate with
the

Cabells, where will we get our raw materials from?” 1

Although Amelia never asked about the business, she still knew that the



Jordans had been using raw materials supplied by the Cabells. Even though
the

two families had broken out many times, they never ceased their partnership.
How could Charmine, upon just becoming the director, screw up their
partnership that had lasted for over a hundred years?

Adam said, “Charmine had been tired working for the entire day. Eat first, and
we can talk after dinner.”

“Right, let’s eat first. We believe that Charmine would be able to sort out,” Lily
quickly added on as she threw a side glance at Amelia.

Amelia was not pleased. They tolerated Charmine because they were waiting
for Jordans to get back on its feet before they...

If Charmine destroyed the company, what would they do in the future?

Felix was anxious-he did not want to go back to the days when he had to
starve.

Just as the Jordans were slowly regaining the glory, how could they sever
their

ties with the Cabells?

He smiled dryly. “Why don’t we settle such a serious matter like this first? |
believe none of US have the appetite to eat, no? Charmine, just say a few
words. Tell US what do you have in mind so that we can feel better, alright?”

Charmine saw that even Senior Jordan did not speak. She knew that he was
worried, but he did not want to

wear her out and so he did not ask.



She scooped him a bowl of soup and replied, “Don’t worry, I'll pick the
materials at the Baileys’ storage

tomorrow. After sorting out the details, we’'ll sign the contract in two days.”
Bailey?

Everyone in the dining hall stared at her wide-eyed.

“Bailey? Which Bailey?”

“Is there any other Bailey in Burlington? Of course it's that Bailey! Anthony
Bailey! Boss Bailey!”

“Charmine, are you really partnering with the Bailey family? Is this true?”
Charmine said calmly, if you don’t believe, just wait and see.”
With that, she started eating and no longer spoke to them.

She had been working for the whole day, and all they were concerned over
was whether she had destroyed

the company. All they cared about were the profits.
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lucky for the other Jordans that there was Senior Jordan. Charmine would not
have returned to this

family otherwise.

Sensing Charmine’s displeasure, Joey quickly placed a chicken wing on her
plate. “Charmine, your Auntie

and Uncle are too impatient. You’ve been working for the whole day, so
please eat more.”

Senior Jordan eyed Amelia and her parents as he ordered, “From now
onward, separate business concerns

from familial concerns. If you have any questions, go and ask in the company.
Don’t bring up work-related



matters at home.” 1

‘Yes, yes!” Lily quickly replied. All that mattered was that the Jordans would
not plunge into bankruptcy again.

If Charmine truly partnered up with the Bailey family, the Jordan Group would
be able to get better. The

Jordan family would rank up in Burlington, and each of their social positions
would increase as well!

Since Amelia was the only single daughter in the Jordan family, perhaps she
would end up marrying into a

wealthier family...

With that in mind, Lily and her family respected Charmine even more.

After dinner, Senior, out of the blue, spoke, “Follow me, Charmine.”
Charmine followed him as they walked to the private house.

It was likely that she would only live in this private house with Senior Jordan
whenever she lived in the Jordans’ compound.

As some maids had returned to the residence, the mansion was cleaned and
tidied. Under the night sky, the antiques in the private area seemed rather
poetic.

When they arrived at the empty pavilion, Senior Jordan stopped working

abruptly. He looked at Chamine and asked, “Charmine, tell Grandpa
honestly...

Are you in a relationship with Anthony Bailey?”
Wait, what?

Charmine’s brows furrowed. Why would Senior Jordan ask this question?



Senior Jordan saw right through her as she tried to come up with an excuse.

“Charmine, don'’t try to fool Grandpa. Your eyes already told me the truth.
Your

eyes told me that there must be something between you and Anthony Bailey.’
1

His hoarse voice was confident.

Charmine did not expect him to see through her. She asked, “Grandpa, how
did

you...

‘Your Grandpa has lived for eighty years! How would you keep things from
me?

On your wedding day, Anthony appeared with his son. | already sensed
something, but | didn’t give it much thought. However, after what happened
today, the Cabells being blocked by the Baileys, while you are partnering with

the Baileys? Do you think Grandpa is a fool?” Senior Jordan asked her with
an

amused tone.

Charmine admired his sharp senses. Other than Senior Jordan, nobody else
could put two and two together. 1

After all, Antony was the high-above godly figure, while she was a woman
riddled with rumors.

Furthermore, Anthony did not publicize the partnership with Jordans. He was
keeping it from the public... 1

Senior Jordan looked at her and asked concernedly, “Charmine, tell me the
truth. What's the deal between



you and Anthony? If you don’t tell me, | won’t be able to sleep tonight.”

“We...” Charmine’s eyes narrowed, and after thinking of a way to put it, she
said, “We’re just friends who

admire one another and have good feelings for each other. We're still in the
early stage now, but if I've

decided to be with him, I'll tell you right away.”

“No. You cannot be with Anthony! Since you two are still in the early stage, cut
it off right away!” Senior

Jordan’s face darkened as he opposed it nervously yet gravely. 2
Charmine frowned. “Why so?”
“Do you remember the list | gave you last night?” Senior Jordan asked.

Charmine thought of the list. Right, there was a page of information on
Anthony but he was crossed out.

Why would Senior Jordan and Dr. Weir cross Anthony out from the list they
prepared?



