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document detailed a rather challenging research topic; it was about how to

increase the working speed of a chip.

Charmine thought Anthony was just a president of a company, but who would
have thought he knew about technology as well?

Charmine frowned. “What are you doing?”

“‘Don’t ask, go to bed,” replied Anthony before he focused once more on the
document.

rested. She took a blanket and draped it over herself and waited.

After Anthony had fixed the documents, he sent it to William.

Attached to the document, he typed, [Thank you for helping my lady today.
I've

helped you with the document, so you don’t owe each other anything.]
Charmine’s lips twitched as she sat on the sofa not too far from him.
This man sacrificed minutes of sleep just for this!

Meanwhile...

When William noticed Charmine was sending him a document, he grew
excited

and racked his mind on how to reply to her.
He could reply with a ‘thank you’ or ‘sorry for the trouble’. These two replies

seemed rather distant, though. What about...



However, before he could decide on what to reply to her, he received the
message from Anthony.

He felt his heart sinking as if he was sealed by the ice. Instantly, he felt
unusually heavy.

So it was Anthony who prepared this document for him, not Charmine.
He was prepared to print this out and even frame it.

Alas...

Even though he had hard feelings, he knew that if Anthony found out about
his

existence, it might cause harm to Anthony’s relationship with Charmine.
William instantly replied, [Fret not, Mr. Bailey. Ms. Jordan and | are merely
colleagues. We don'’t owe each other anything.]

It was not until Anthony saw his reply that he turned off the phone.
However, this was not enough.

William had helped Charmine to reserve Skyview Tower. If he did not do
anything, he would lose ouit.

He took out his phone and made some other arrangements.

After sorting everything out, he noticed that Charmine had fallen asleep on the
sofa. He then carefully lifted her into his arms and put her in bed.

Deep in her sleep, Charmine remained in slumber.

Anthony thought of how whenever he got close to Charmine in the past, she

would be extra cautious and resistant. He noticed that she had indeed
changed



toward him.

His thin lips curled up slightly; he was pleased and happy.

He was the reason for her to have become gentler, more feminine...

On the next day, all kinds of news on Waverly were made into headlines.
[Kansas’ Most Powerful People Arrived in Burlington.]

[Kansas’ Ten Mega Superstars Arrived in Burlington.]

[Kansas Tech Arrived In Style.] 1

Numerous articles of these moguls supported Waverly had successfully
covered

news related to Max’s blunder yesterday.

The netizens were envious.

[Wow! Is the entire Kansas coming?]

[So many people are celebrating Waverly’s birthday! How powerful!]

[Isn’t it just Waverly’s birthday banquet? | thought it's the Olympics or
something!]

Waverly read it all, and she was similarly shocked and stunned.

The people from Kansas Tech did not seem to like the D’Cruz family’s plastic

surgery business. She did send them invitations, but they said they did not
have

time. Had they caved in at last? Who would have thought they would come
anyway?
No matter. As long as they were willing to come, everything would look well.

Even the arrival of these attendees could instantly win against Charmine in a



matter of seconds!

Still... These were far from enough for Waverly.

Thinking of how Charmine took the chance to book Skyview Tower from her,
Waverly’s lips curled up evilly.

She wanted Charmine to lose completely!

Tomorrow, Anthony would not be able to support Charmine in public!
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Waverly thought of her plan and asked them to make another news.

[Shocking! Waverly’s Birthday Banquet Decorated In White Camellias!]
Included were a few photos of the flowers.

There were White Camellia flowers everywhere on the venue’s rooftop.

The flowers were placed one next to another as they sprouted from the long,
dewy tendrils, curling to one another as they did.

Though small and delicate, the flowers were white like snow; it gave off a
profound sense of sacredness.

Countless white flowers adorned the venue and were like stars that
embellished

the green branches. They were beautiful, dreamy, refreshing, and surreal.
The photos, once exposed to the masses, struck everyone in awe.

[Is this the White Camellias that bloom every 3000 years?]

[Kansas managed to breed the White Camellias? And they’d use them on
Waverly’s birthday banquet? How luxurious!]

[Argh! Waverly is so amazing! | want to cry with envy!]



[We're from the Aerotech National Academy of Sciences! Hopefully, our
country

could breed these flowers as well!]

Netizens kept tabs on the news of Waverly’s banquet and anticipated the
moguls’ arrival.

The matter was exceptionally well-publicized. The entire world knew about
these mysterious flowers.

Many researchers were sent from all over the world, and they all had a
common

goal: To attend Waverly’s banquet so they could, in person, see the flowers
and

research them.
They came all the way here for that.

With that, the entire internet was filled with news of Waverly’s birthday
banquet

while Charmine’s was swept under the rug.
Pleased with the outcome, Waverly thought of her plan and phoned Susan.”

Auntie, I'm a straightforward person, and | don't like to be indirect. | know
you're

not particularly pleased with me recently. | feel the same toward Anthony, too.
This is the last time I'll ever contact you, and if you guys can help me and

Anthony get together for one last time, and if we succeed, the D’Cruz family
will

join forces with the Baileys to form the next business empire. If we fail, I'll

consider returning to Kansas after the banquet.”



When Susan heard this, her eyes sparkled.

The Baileys were only the No.1 in Burlington. Compared to the other
countries,

they were not the strongest yet.

With the support of the D’Cruz family, the Baileys would only grow
prosperously.

With Waverly’s powerful background, so many people came all the way to
Burlington from afar. Both McKenzie and Charmine would not be able to
compete with that.

Susan had to agree, “Okay, I'll try my best to help you!”

Waverly smiled with satisfaction. She took out her phone to contact Max.”

Brother, Julian has been hospitalized for so long. Don’t you think it's time for
him

to recover?”
On the second floor of the villa.

Anthony, upon waking up, saw all the news regarding Waverly. He frowned
and

phoned Luke. “How’s the arrangement going?”

“‘Don’t worry, President. Everything is going well. Why don’t we release the
news

as well?” suggested Luke.
“‘No need. Arrange for that after twelve tonight.”
Anthony looked at Charmine who was sleeping, and a glint of warmth and

adoration could be seen in his eyes.



Luke said, “You want to accompany Madam at twelve tonight, President?
That might not happen.”
‘Might not happen’?

Anthony frowned as Luke continued, “Senior Bailey came to the company out
of

the blue. He’s waiting for you at the office and insists that you come over. He
said that if you don’t come, he’d send out the Bailey Aceto harm Madam.”
Anthony’s eyes narrowed.

Bailey Ace was the Baileys’ elite bodyguard unit from the first generation.
They

only appeared when Baileys were in a dangerous situation, and there were
10,008 guards in the team!
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Although he believed in Charmine’s capability, he could not take any risk. He

had to hang up and go to the company.

Inside the office, Senior Bailey sat on the sofa with his eyes closed. He tapped
his walking stick to the ground from time to time, the staff embroidered with a
handcrafted dragon head at the hilt.

In came Anthony as he sat opposite to the elder. “What do you want to do?”
he

asked dully.
Senior Bailey finally opened his eyes, and not beating around the bush, said,

“Tomorrow is Waverly’s birthday banquet. You need to be with her all the

”

way.



“‘Have you forgotten that Charmine saves Grandma'’s life? I've told you all
about

my relationship with Waverly,” Anthony bit back coldly, and his displeasure
showed on his face.

“Charmine saved your Grandma, and it’s fair we will thank her for it,” said
Senior

Bailey. “We've prepared a handsome gift for her tomorrow. Thinking of being
with Charmine, on the other hand? Forget about it!”

His tone was very determined as he gave no room for Anthony to reply, “As
you

can see, Waverly is merely hosting a birthday banquet, yet it's as big as the
Olympic event. Perhaps only she could invite so many people. What does

Charmine have to compete with her? The future Mistress of the Baileys must
be

of someone like Waverly. She needs to have a lot of connections. Charmine is
too far behind!”

“'m marrying a woman, not a family. Furthermore, I've made up my mind, and
I’m never changing it!”

With that said, Anthony stood up when a faint spell of dizziness overtook him.
He staggered and looked at Senior Bailey suspiciously. “You...You drugged
me?”

Senior Bailey wore a grim expression. ‘You forced my hand into it.
Remember,

Anthony, that I’'m doing this for your own good.” 2



With that, Anthony’s heavy body fell back onto the sofa.

He would never have thought that his usually straightforward and direct
Grandpa would pull such a dirty trick on him.

Furthermore, he had not even a sip of water upon entering...

Senior Bailey looked at the walking stick in his hand and his eyes darkened.
smell.

For the future of Baileys, he had no choice...

When he thought of what Waverly said to Susan, he said to his men,”
Handcuff

him and send him to Waverly.”

‘Yes, Sir!” The bodyguards carefully handcuffed Anthony and carried him into
the VIP lift.

Meanwhile, at Violet Residence.

When Charmine woke up, she did not see Anthony. In fact, she saw Waverly
leaving the villa happily.

When she left, she smiled at Charmine beautifully. “Charmine, I'm so looking
forward to the birthday banquet tomorrow.”

With that said, she left elegantly and arrogantly.

She exuded an air of victory as if an ordinary person had suddenly won a few
hundred million worth of jackpot.

Charmine squinted. Why was Waverly so arrogant all of a sudden? Did

something happen?



She took out her phone ready to call Anthony, but it went straight to voicemail.
Amid her growing anxiety, Chris walked out from his room and assured her,
‘“Mommy, Daddy is probably busy. Don’t be worried!”

Anthony did tell him that he was preparing Charmine a surprise at 12, this
midnight.

It was the last day, and Anthony must have been busy.

However, Charmine’s eyelids fluttered. Was that it...?

Why did she feel uneasy?

Her eyelids twitched as if something bad was brewing.
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took out a card from his tiny bag for Charmine. “Mommy, hurry up and

prepare for it. Tomorrow is your birthday, and you got to look pretty!”
When Charmine received the card, she saw that it was a private reservation
ticket at Bling Spa.

Bling Spa was an exclusive spa owned by the Bailey Corporation. From
facials

to spas, haircuts, foot massages, and body massages-they had everything.

For her, Anthony had made her a private booking for the entire space.She
vaguely understood that Anthony was helping her to be stunning tomorrow.

With what he usually did, he must have gone to prepare her a surprise.

It did seem she had not taken a breather for quite a while. Since she still had
to

compete with Waverly the following day, it was time for her to relax.

She said to Chris, “If I'm going today, what about you? Would you like to come



with me?”

“‘Nah, | want to stay home today and guard our house,” Chris quickly turned it
down.

He had a hidden agenda, in truth: Knowing Anthony was preparing a stunning
gift for Charmine, he did not want to lose out! He must give Charmine a big
surprise!

With that, Charmine left with the card.

Unbeknownst to her, however, a pair of eyes eyed her keenly...

When she arrived at the spa, everyone treated her with utmost respect and
service, considering Anthony had warned every staff member to do so.

As she was having the treatment, she closed her eyes, relaxed as she did.
The beautician had a look of violence in her eyes.

The lying down Charmine somehow fell asleep.

When the beautician saw that she fainted, she stood up to open a small door,
and behind it, a violent-looking Julian walked out. 2

He handed a check to the beautician. “One million, enough to cure your child
from leukemia.” 1

“Thank you, really, thank you!” The beautician took the check and left.
Although she would never think of betraying Bailey Corporation, she had no
choice.

Her son was only five years old and suffered from leukemia. She had no
choice



but to do this... 1

Julian then carried Charmine from the bed and left through the smaller door.
He

went inside a car. 1

He had been receiving treatment in the hospital all this while, scrutinized by
the

gazes of everyone else.
Everyone knew that he was no longer a man. He was useless! 1

Charmine and Anthony had ruined his life. How could he let Charmine off
easy?!

1

That was why he jumped right into the plan when Max contacted him; he did
not

hesitate to take action.

He wanted to suffocate Charmine. He wanted Charmine to be responsible for
what she did, and he wanted her to be in as much pain as possible!

The car arrived at an unknown underground secret room.

He pulled over the car by a bush before he carried Charmine inside and tied
her

up with a thick rope.

Charmine trusted Anthony’s arrangement too much that she did not think of
having a problem.

She was sleeping deeply until someone tossed her on the ice-cold floor.

She frowned and opened her eyes weakly. With her blurred vision, Julian was



kneeling in front of her.
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caressed her face and gently fixed her hair. “Charmine, | love you so much.

How could you do this to me? How dare you ruin me? You're mine- we'’re a
loving couple. A very compatible couple...”

His tone was gentle and loving as if a boyfriend was speaking to a girlfriend,
yet

it sounded like he was on the verge of insanity.

Charmine felt shivers running through her body. She tried to struggle, all to no
avail as she was tied up completely.

“You never glared at me like that before, Charmine. | used to be the apple of
your eye, the one you adored. Have you forgotten about that?”

“Stop it, Julian,” Charmine scowled, “don’t make the same mistake all over
again!”

“‘Haha! Don’t make the same mistake all over again? You're the one making

faults after faults. You’ve changed! You said you'll love me forever, to chase
me

forever, but you changed!”

He suddenly tipped entirely and became delirious.

Since Charmine was having a spa, she was wrapped in only a towel.
With just a tug, the cloth was torn away.

Charmine reached out and tried to resist, but she was unable to move.

At this moment, his eyes were filled with extreme hatred.



He grabbed Charmine by her waist. “You need to pay for what you’ve done,

Charmine. You’re mine! You can only be mine! | want you to be with me
forever!”

She frowned. “What are you doing?”

“‘Don’t be afraid, I'm just going to do a small operation on you, | want you to be
ruined like me. Oh, Charmine, do you think Anthony still wants you if you can’t
give birth?”

Julian teased and answered his own question with a cold smile, “Hahaha! Of
course not! You'll be ruined, and you can only be with me! We'll be together
forever, we will!”

With that said, a cold and evil smirk appeared on his face as he launched at
Charmine.

He wanted her to be sterile. He wanted her to only be able to be with him!

Charmine’s gaze shifted instantly. Who would have thought Julian could stoop
to

an unimaginable low? i

If she was ruined...

No! No way!

Charmine used up all of her energy as she raised her leg and kicked Julian
powerfully.

Julian did not expect her to still be able to move after being drugged.

With a loud thud, he was caught off-guard and fell to the floor.

Instantly, Charmine jumped up and ran out with a thick metal cuff.



She had to escape. He must not get her; she should never be with him.

In his deranged state, Julian could do anything...

Unfortunately, she was exhausted and her pace was staggered.

Julian fell to the floor, though he smiled wildly. “Hahaha! You’re trying to run

away? Do you think you can run, Charmine? You’re mine! You can only be
mine!

Don’t you think of getting away today!”
As he spoke, he picked up the thing from the floor and rushed toward her.
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Charmine’s upper body was tied up, and the metal cuffs restrained her ankles.

Still, she could move as the chain that bound the cuffs around her ankles was
lengthy enough.

She used up all of her energy to run forward in her state of disarray and
dizziness, but she staggered and stumbled.

She only had one thought in her head: she could not let Julian chase after her.
She must not end up with him.

She could not be ruined!

Closing in from behind her, Julian growled menacingly, maniacally, “Stay right

there, Charmine! You can’t get away! You can only be mine; you must be
ruined

like me! You must spend the rest of your life with me!”
His psychotic, insane voice rang in the air.

Charmine had never been in such a vulgar state. She dragged her heavy
body



to run, even with the cuffs.

Accidentally, the cuff on her ankle collided against a stone, and it sent her
lurching forward to what was a cliff. She rolled down audibly. 1

Julian’s gaze changed instantly. “Charmine! Charmine!”

He chased after anxiously and ran down the slope.

However, Charmine rolled down the slope quickly for a few hundred meters,
and

suddenly, her body ramped off into the air.

“Argh!”

A cry was heard as she fell into a hole.

The moment she landed, she felt dizzy and fainted.

Julian spent a lot of effort chasing after her, but never once did he expect
Charmine would fall into some deep pit. It was as deep as ten meters to boot!
From the height she fell, she would either die or at least have broken bones, i
“‘Charmine... Charmine, wait! I'll save you! I'll think of ways to save you!”

Julian tossed away the metal stick in hand and rushed away quickly to save
her.

Charmine is his, and only he could harm her! She was his and his alone, and
she had to spend the rest of her life with him. She must not be harmed!
Meanwhile, on the highway...

A few black luxurious cars were driving out of the city toward the Bailey
mansion.

In the leading car, Anthony was lying down, unconscious, while the cars tailing



behind had Waverly and a few other bodyguards.
Waverly was pleased as she gazed at the car in front of hers.

She was about to arrive at the Bailey mansion with Anthony. They would live
In

the room prepared by Grandma Bailey and would consummate their marriage
like a true husband and wife. 1

Once they did the deed, Anthony would have to be responsible for her and the
entire Kansas!

With so many moguls supporting Waverly and the entire Bailey family
supporting her, what did Charmine have to compete with her?

In the birthday banquet tomorrow, Anthony would be with her and not
Charmine!

Little did she know...

Anthony, still lying down on the seat of the leading car, opened his eyes. He
banged the door open and jumped out.

Thump!

With a loud sound, his body fell to the road and rolled down without control,
down the slope and toward the forest below.

The driver instantly stopped the car in terror. Seeing Anthony roll down the
slope, he cried out loudly, “Boss Bailey! Boss Bailey!”

Oh no!

Senior Bailey instructed them to not have any accident, yet this happened!

If anything was to happen to Master Bailey, he would be in deep trouble!



“Hurry! Hurry!” he ordered the guards tailing him. “Save Boss Bailey!”
The entire Bailey family’s bodyguard unit rushed toward the scene and toward
the forest below.

Waverly also came out from the car as she pulled on her dress and ran into
the

forest quickly.

With his hands and ankles bound by metal cuffs, Anthony felt listless and
dizzy

as he was still under the drug’s influence. i

When he saw that the driver and a few others were tailing him, he could only
rush into the forest as quickly as possible.

They had confiscated his phone, and with that, he could not contact anyone.
Without much of a choice, he had to get away from them.

Five years ago, he had deflowered Annabel. Five years later, he must not
have

anything to do with Waverly!
Charmine was still waiting for him, after all...
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that in mind, Anthony did not notice the pit below him.

Thump!

Caught off-guard, he fell into the pit. 2

It was a dark pitch with very faint light peeping in.

With this fall, the already dizzy Anthony fainted once again.

Knocked out for a very long time, Charmine slowly awoke to see a cave



entrance with a bleary vision.

While it was daytime, the tree branches hovered above and effectively
enveloped the cave in darkness.

However, she felt water around her. It was strange.

What was that?

She looked down to notice that the water had built up inside the cave over the

years. It was a mud pit below, so dense that half of her body was trapped in it.
1

Nonetheless, it was thanks to this mud pit that she was in one piece,
unharmed

even after her great fall.
She laid on the mud pit and sighed in relief.

She thanked her lucky stars she fell into this pit or Julian would have gotten
her.

It was her biggest blessing from the heavens, far more ideal than suffering
under Julian’s schemes.
She rested for a long while before she readied herself to get back up, all while

thinking of ways when she noticed someone else was lying on the mud not
too

far away from where she was.

Was it Julian?

Her body tensed instinctively, ready to attack. She reached out her leg and
kicked the man to show his face.

Instantly, the man’s striking face was shown.



It was not Julian... It was Anthony! 1

Charmine’s pupils dilated. Why was Anthony in this pit? Why were there metal
cuffs around his ankles?

She instantly went over to shake Anthony. “Anthony, wake up! Wake up!

The knocked-out Anthony gradually opened his eyes.

When he saw Charmine’s face, his long brows furrowed.

Charmine?

Why was she here?

“Why are you here?” he asked.

“l should be the one asking you. Why are you here?” Charmine helped him
up.

Anthony leaned on the wall and composed his thoughts.

After a moment, he looked at her. “Someone attacked you?”

“Yes.”

After answering him, she instantly understood it.

It seemed that someone attacked Anthony as well.

Someone was that evil to pull such a devilish stunt to break them up!

Luckily, Anthony and Charmine were both able to escape and coincidentally
fell

into the same cave as well.
Charmine looked up at him. “We seem to be fated...”
“If we’re not fated, why would both our names appear on the same marriage

certificate?” Anthony’s lips curled upward as he teased. 1



He had a look of relief on his face. He thought himself lucky that he got to see
her after jumping out of the car and falling into this pit.

He asked, “Do you blame me?”

It was because of him that his family went after her so horribly.

Charmine’s red lips curled into a small smile. “If | blame you, will you divorce
me?”

“Not a chance.”

Three words, spoken with determination and no hint of hesitation. 1
Charmine was speechless.

Her gaze shifted downward when she saw the wound on Anthony’s arm. His
clothing around his knees were torn out. He had wounds all over.

Instantly, she pulled him to a drier spot as she instructed, ‘Take off your
clothes,

now.
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Anthony frowned.

“‘Here?” he asked, tone low and playful.

He knew Charmine had always been bold, but he did not expect her to ask
him

to take off his clothes at this kind of place.
When Charmine saw the look on his face, she knew he misunderstood her.
She instantly explained, “Your wounds need to be cleaned. You have mud all

over you, and they’d get infected like this.”



Anthony’s eyes turned dull. That was it?

No need forthat, then.

“It's just some minor wound,” he replied, “there’s no hurry.”

Charmine looked at the large surface of the wounds all over him and frowned.
No hurry? He was severely wounded, and these must have been caused by

friction. Although the wounds were only on the skin’s surface, their
surroundings

were wet. How could she leave it unattended?

Just as she wanted to speak, Anthony turned his gaze upward to weigh on the
situation.

The cave was as spacious as about ten or so square meters. The middle part
was a mud pit with two dry sides.

They leaned on the wall with their backs; they seemed safe.

However, the wall was coated with wet mud. They would not be able to climb
up, so all they could do was wait for help.

Noticing he was thinking of something, Charmine comforted, “Don’t worry, Kay
and the team will find us in less than twelve hours.”

The Gragoul team had always been powerful and capable.

Anthony’s eyes narrowed. Of course, he believed in Kay and his team’s

capability, but he was curious. How did Charmine get the support of these
many

people?



Before he could ask, Charmine had found some wooden sticks and leaves,
and

she knelt in front of him.
“The most important thing now is to clean the wound to prevent infection,” she
spoke as she used the stick to scrape off the mud around his wounds.

Meanwhile, he used leaves to clean the wounds to keep them clean for the
time

being.

Since his skin was hurt by friction, she worked on them gently. Charmine’s
face

looked gentle and more delicate than usual.

Anthony watched her as he failed to bite back the growing smile on his face.
Meanwhile, she was very focused, and all she could see was him.

Even though the two of them were lathered with mud and looked horrible, he
said, “It's quite nice that we fell in here.”

Charmine frowned. ‘Quite nice’?

He was fully wounded yet he did not feel the pain? He did not even frown and
found it ‘quite nice’?

She looked up, ready to tell him off but was captivated by his dark and loving
gaze.

The way he looked at her made her heart skip a beat. Awkwardly, she looked
away.

“Close your eyes and get some rest.”



Anthony pulled at her arm that sent her toward him, sitting by his side.

He hugged her and said lowly, “No need to clean the wound, just keep me
company here.”

Charmine wanted to move but his arms were wrapped around her tightly, i
She remembered that his arms were wounded. If she pushed him away, his
wound might be torn open.

All she could do was let him hug her as she silently leaned into his embrace.
Anthony enjoyed this momentary bliss. 1

Outside, their lives had been fast-paced. They were either busy with their
business or sorting things out with people around them.

In this cave, he could hug her quietly and leave the city’s hustles and bustles
behind.

If only time could pause at this moment...

Though, Charmine might be enraged if she learned about these thoughts.

It discomforted them as mud covered them from head to toe.

Furthermore, it was her birthday banquet the following day yet they were stuck
in this pit. There were many things that needed her attention...

Despite all that, they had no choice. Charmine could only calm herself as they
waited for her men to get them.

Time passed, and the sky turned darker. Night fell as they waited still.

The forest grew pitch-dark, but that only meant the cave was even darker.
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near the end of autumn, and as Charmine only had a tank top on, she

shivered in the cold.

Anthony removed his suit and shirt to put them around her body.

Charmine frowned. “Aren’t you cold?”

“No,” came Anthony’s reply in his low and magnetic voice. He looked calm.
However, Charmine could feel the goosebumps on his skin.

This man was obviously not speaking the whole truth...

With that, she took off the shirt and suit-even removing her tank top-and went
forward to hug him.

They both straightened instinctively as their bodies touched, especially
Anthony.

He frowned.
Charmine jumped into his arms, and naked at that?

Charmine explained, “According to the principle of heat conduction,
grouplJhugging is the best way to increase temperature.”

Anthony was speechless...

This was the first time she was taking the initiative, and it was merely to
increase body temperature?

His thin lips curled into an impish grin. ‘There’s an even better way to increase
the temperature. Would you like to try it?”

As he spoke, his large hand on her waist fluttered from her waist to her back.

Charmine instantly sensed what he was about to do, and her face turned red



and hot.

“‘Don’t mess around, we’re only hugging.”

Anthony sensed that she tensed up. His eyes were filled with love.

‘What? Didn’t you say you’re giving it to me the other day?”

‘That was the last time. You missed it, so you better behave now,” Charmine
warned. 1

They were in a forest. How could they do it here?

Furthermore, Anthony had wounds all over, and if they did anything rigorous,
the

wounds might tear... 1

With that in mind and worried he might do something, she stood up and was
ready to leave before Anthony grabbed her, stopping her. “Don’t worry, | know
what not to do. If you keep moving, | can’t promise anything.”

His voice was low and hoarse.

Charmine could only sit by his side and hug him once more.

Anthony pulled the shirt and wrapped it around her back. “Today’s your
birthday,”

came his sudden comment.

“‘Huh?” Charmine was baffled. Why did he bring that up out of the blue?
Anthony did not speak, but his eyes were filled with bitterness.

He was preparing a surprise for Charmine for this night, but little did he expect

this to happen. If it was not for his family, Charmine would not have gotten
hurt



with him...

Charmine sensed what he was thinking, thus she assured him, “Don’t worry,
this

is already the best birthday I've ever had.”

Anthony frowned.

Bored and without anything else to do, Charmine decided to open up to chat
with him, “Back in the days, everyone in the Jordan family hated me, the

adopted daughter. Every year, my birthday was a torture. | had to watch
Tiffany

smothered with love while | looked like an extra. Do you know what that felt
like?

That no matter what you do, you’re wrong, but everyone else is right?” 1
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Whatever Tiffany did not like and gave it to her, it was Tiffany being kind.
However, things that Charmine did not like and tried to give it away, the others
would scold her.

Even the cakes. Tiffany only ate very little in order to maintain her weight, and
they praised her for loving her body. If Charmine ate little, she was called
wasteful.

Charmine squinted. “I haven’t ever celebrated my birthday for the past five
years, and none of my friends mentioned about it to not reopen the wound.

Actually, I've almost forgotten my own birthday. This year was an accident.”



Anthony felt a sting at his chest as he raised his hand to ruffle her hair.” Don’t
worry, it’s in the past.”

Charmine made a sound. She thought of something and asked with curiosity,
“‘Aren’t you and Momo preparing a gift for me? What did you all prepare?”
Knowing Anthony, she wondered what he would prepare...
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Anthony thought of that as his gaze hardened.

He had asked for the Halfeti roses to be air-flown from Turkey to decorate
Skyview Tower’s top floor.

It was a type of natural black rose that had a rather matte surface. It was bold
yet stunning, very similar to Charmine’s temperament. 1

Furthermore, the Halfeti roses were only available in Halfeti, Turkey, and they
would only bloom in midsummer before going out of season by autumn.

The ones he prepared were a Turkish lab’s gems from their lab, far more
impressive than Waverly’s White Camellias.

Apart from the flowers, he even invited Master Kingston to customize
Charmine

a unique gown.

He thought these gestures were romantic, but looking back at it all. Charmine
had been through so much pain that they could not make up for anything.

He held her small hand and placed it on his chest as he lowly muttered,” No

matter what gift it is, it won’t be as good as |. Remember that I’'m yours. Say
the



word, and I'll make it happen.”

“I'll make it happen,” words uttered powerfully and profoundly.

Charmine’s eyelids fluttered to a near close; her heartstrings were tugged.
What Anthony gave her was the most special promise.

One word from her, and he would make it happen.

She cuddled in his arms silently as minutes went by.

Even though they both looked grubby and were covered in mud, the
atmosphere felt warm and romantic.

The cave was exceptionally quiet while the outside world had gone crazy.
Charmine had forgotten something.

She had asked Kay and the team to stand guard outside the room as she
entered the spa. She even told them that it would take quite long.

Being men, Kay and his men assumed a full-body spa would take a few hours
or even one whole day, and they dared not to disturb her.

Julian and the beautician, meanwhile, left through the small back door.

Therefore, it was not until the spa closed that night and Charmine did not
come

out that Kay and his men realized something was amiss.

Upon barging in, they saw no one else in the room. Charmine had gone
missing!

They pulled out a thorough investigation swiftly after.

Coincidentally, the Bailey family had sent out their Bailey Ace team to search
the



woods.
At the Baileys’ mansion’s lobby, a few people sat anxiously. Grandma Bailey
was especially furious.

“How could you all do this behind my back!? Why didn’t you discuss it with
me?

Don’t you all know Anthony? He’s been rebellious from a young age! The
more

you force him, the more he’ll resist! He even jumped out of the car when it's
driven that fast! He must be wounded! How could you?! I'm warning you, if

anything happens to Anthony, | don’t want to live anymore!” i “Mom, please
calm

down. Let’s wait longer, we’ll hear back soon,” coaxed

Susan, attempting to comfort her. 1

Grandma Bailey raised her hand and slapped Susan’s face. 2

“Wait, wait, wait! We've been waiting for one whole day! How much longer do
we wait? The forest is so dangerous, and he has to hide from the people you
sent after him with metal cuffs. There are wild animals in there! If anything

happens to him, who’s holding the responsibility? You’re the one who
persuaded

Senior Bailey, so you get out of my sight! | don’t want to see you!”
Susan staggered a few steps back after being slapped, her face riddled with
shock.

She had never been hit before. This was her first time! 2



Grandma Bailey actually slapped her. How would the maids see her after
this?

As expected, all the maids in the living room had to lower their heads, not
knowing how to react.

Waverly, who sat at the side on the sofa, looked appalled.

She thought becoming Mrs. Bailey was an honor on its own. Who would have

thought that someone like Susan could be beaten up by an old woman, and
all

she could do was to accept it?
Susan was already furious, and when she saw Waverly’s expression, she

straightened her back instantly and looked at Waverly, displeased.”
Everything

was arranged by Ms. Waverly. | only did what she planned.”



